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      Mentor  - A 
 quick 
 reminder 
 that this 
 coming Sunday, January 18th is the  Rick 
 Harrison Memorial Concert  from 2:00 til 
 7:00 PM at  The Wing House  8807 Mentor 
 Avenue in Mentor.   Dickens’ Store, Denny 
 Carleton, Skeeter, Paul & Larry, Abbey 
 Rodeo, Richie Rich & The Po’ Boys, and 
 Brickhouse Blues Band.  Admission is $5.00 
 and all proceeds will go to Communication 
 Connection. Great music for a great cause at 
 a great price! 

       MTV will celebrate  the Januay 20th 
 inauguration of new President Barack 
 Obama with “ Be the Change Inaugural Ball ” 
 celebrating young voter turnout and 
 volunteer services. The ball will take place at 
 the Ronald Reagan Building and 
 International Trade Center and feature 
 “leading artists, celebrities and government 
 officials” who will be named soon.  The ball 
 will be simulcast live across all the MTV 
 platforms . “Over the last year and 
 culminating in this election, we have seen a 
 groundswell of engagement and a refreshed 
 spirit of activism from young people,” MTV 
 general manager Stephen Friedman said. 
 “We want to celebrate young people across 

 the nation who are answering the call and 
 working to make changes in their 
 communities and beyond.”

       Cleveland  - He made Johnny Cash the 
 “Man in Black” and put the “sparkle” in 
 Sparkle & Twang. Renowned costume 
 designer  Manuel  will be the first guest of 
 2009 for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
 and Museum’s FREE monthly program 
 From Songwriters to Soundmen: The People 
 Behind the Hits.  He will be interviewed at 
 the Rock Hall on Wednesday, January 21 at 
 7 p.m. in the Museum’s 4th Floor Theater. 
 Manuel recently traveled to Cleveland for 
 the opening of the Rock Hall’s new exhibit 
 Sparkle & Twang: Marty Stuart’s American 
 Musical Odyssey. In addition to his western 
 wear, Manuel is perhaps also best known for 
 designing signature garments for Johnny 
 Cash, Bob Dylan, Elvis Presley, the Grateful 
 Dead, the Rolling Stones, 
 Neil Young and various 
 athletes, actors and 
 politicians.

       Cleveland  - The 
 Rock and Roll Hall of 
 Fame and Museum will 

 honor Black History Month and the African-
 American influence on rock and roll with a 
 new photography exhibit.  The Sepia 
 Magazine Photo Archive - 1948-1983: 35 
 Years of the African-American Experience 
 in Music opens on January 19, 2009.  The 
 opening day, also Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 day, is a free admission day at the Rock 
 Hall.The Sepia exhibition contains more than 
 40 images originally featured in the magazine 
 during its 35 years of publication – some not 
 seen since their original printing – of African-
 American musical figures that shaped not just 
 black culture, but the entire world. The 
 exhibition will make its national debut at the 
 Rock Hall and will be open until April 12, 
 2009.

 Are you a people person?
 Would you like to set your own 

 work hours? 
 Looking for a fun job with 

 fun perks?
 The North Coast Voice is 

 looking for motivated sales 
 consultants in Lake and 

 Cuyahoga County.
 Call 440-415-0999
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6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

 ByAlex Bevan

      T he snow settles light and fluffy, the 
 ground is hard, visions of frozen rivers 
 compete with thoughts of a distant spring.  
 The moon moves through the heavens riding 
 above wind driven clouds and Venus shines 
 bright, holding her own in a cold dark sky.  
 Yes, we are in the grip of winter.
      There are events looming that can point to 
 the first day of spring (West Side Steve 
 insists that St. Patrick’s Day is the equinox 
 but I use the traditional March 21st) that is 
 so, so very distant on my new 2009 calendar. 
 There’s the IX Center Mid America Boat 
 Show...er, uh.… I mean the “Cleveland Boat 
 &Waterfront Lifestyle Expo”, there’s the re-
 opening of the refurbished Flying Burrito 
 Cantina newly dubbed the “Great Lake 
 Grille”, you could even perhaps just surf the 
 web for good things to think about.  
 Something yummy... like... “The Yummy 
 List” (one of my favorites...http://
 www.hollygleason.com).  
       Around my house it’s a time for soups 
 and chili’s... but more than that... it’s a time 

 to get folks together.  It’s pot luck time!
      Calling a few friends and pulling together 
 an impromptu gathering always warms the 
 heart and stimulates those dormant dreaming 
 muscles that lay hibernating in the nooks, 
 crannies and caves of the 
 old 
 cerebellum.  
 This is the 
 time of year 
 where 
 schemes are 
 hatched (I 
 can’t tell you 
 how many 
 “million 
 dollar ideas” 
 and ways to 
 achieve 
 “world peace” 

 have come out of 
 our kitchen), gardens are planned, vacations 
 are remembered and more than that... smiles 
 start thawing the frigid heart of winter.  

      If you are thinking “Oh, I would have to 
 clean the house” (that never stops us from 
 inviting folk to a “let’s see what’s going on” 
 party) there are ample wing nights at local 
 restaurants, glowing fireplaces at nearby 

 wineries and in general more 
 ways to skin a cat (or dance 
 with a muse) than you can 
 think of.  The whole point is 
 to combat the lack of 
 sunshine in this winter 
 season with the 
 strengthening of 
 friendships.  Sometimes 
 it’s like the old Nike 
 swoosh says... you just got 
 to “do it”.  
      So here’s the 
 challenge:  Finish reading 
 the Voice... make a plan... 

 make some calls... get together.… then... 
 banish misfortune and forget the evening 
 news... put on a pot of soup and start 
 dreaming.
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 The Lakehouse Inn  The Lakehouse Inn 
 Winery Winery

 Enjoy Lakefront Dining at

 Crosswinds Grille
 Serving Dinner

 Friday & Saturday 5:00p.m. - 8:30pm

 Order on-line at
 www.OldFirehouseWinery.com

 The Great Lakes LARGEST Lakefront Winery!

 RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

 EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
 5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

 Visit us for your next Vacation 
 or Get-Away!

 Four Rooms Complete with Private Hot 
 Tubs & Outdoor Patios

 OPEN OPEN OPEN ALL YEAR!
 ALL YEAR!
 ALL YEAR!

 Three Rooms at $75
 One Suite at $115

 www.bucciavineyard.com

 4573 Rt. 307 East
 Harpersfield, Ohio

 440.415.0661

 Live Entertainment
 Fridays & Saturdays!

 www.debonne.com
 See Back Cover 
 See Back Cover 
 See Back Cover  for Full Info
 for Full Info
 for Full Info

 See our ad for weekend entertainment!

 Local Entertainment
 FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

 Enjoy Open Mic
 ON SUNDAYS

 Reservations not needed but always a good idea!

 JOIN US FOR LIVE 
 ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

 WEEKEND!
 Appetizers & Full Appetizers & Full Appetizers & Full

 Entree Menu Entree Menu Entree Menu
 See Back Cover 

 For Full Info

 www.grandrivercellars.com

 Laurello’s will be closed January 1-12

 CLOSED FOR THE MONTH 
 OF JANUARY

 Hours:  Tasting Room:
 Fridays & Saturdays Noon to Midnight

 Sundays Noon to 7PM
 Open for carryout only Monday-Thursday. 

 11 AM to 5 PM.
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 By Sage Satori

Open Daily Except Sundays 10am-6pm • Later on Fri. & Sat.

www.bucciavineyard.com

Bring this ad and 
get a free Cheese Plate!

C O U P O N 

OFFER EXPIRES 2-28-09

Wine Trail

      F or the romantics out there, this version 
 of Wine 101 may entice a couple of ideas to 
 share with your sweetie during this ‘month 
 for lovers’. But for those of you who aren’t 
 into that kind of thing you’ll either stop 
 reading or be sticking your finger down your 
 throat. With that said let’s move on to the 
 ideas.
      Most of the wineries in Northeast Ohio 
 have cozy fireplaces to cuddle up in front of 

 while sipping your vino and some even 
 have romantic music to enhance the 

 experience. The food choices range 
 from cheese plates, hearth baked 
 breads, tarts, or pizzas, to a full line 
 of dinner entrees. Wine, food, 
 ambiance, you get the picture. The 
 venue would be glad to help with a 
 couple of creative little touches if 
 one asks or the  ideas  can be your 
 own little secret. But whatever the 
 choice make sure that it’s 
 enhanced by the wine.
      After indulging in an elegant 

 dinner and you arrive back to your 
 end of the evening destination it’s 

 time to turn the lights down and light 
 the fire (or candles). The mood is set. 

 You even have that special treat ready that 
 makes this night romantic: chocolate fondue, 
 but what to drink? Champagne? No. Not to 
 mention how outdated that seems, the 
 bubbles go straight to your head. You scan 
 through your wine collection and pick out 
 one of your favorites. The chocolate is 
 perfect with its rich and creamy taste and 
 velvety smooth texture. You reach for your 
 wine glass and take a sip. Your mouth dries 
 out instantly. It’s almost insulting to the 
 chocolate and wine to have paired them so 
 badly. What otherwise would’ve been a very 
 good Merlot, now tastes like you’ve been 
 sucking on a rubber band. 
      This has been the question of chocolate 
 lovers for quite some time now. What wine 
 goes well with chocolate? Some say any Port 
 or Dessert Wine would be the best. Ice Wine 
 anyone? Or perhaps one of the fruit wines 
 with high residual sugar that are plentiful in 
 our region. Raspberry pairs especially well 
 with chocolate. 
      But what if you don’t like the taste of 
 sweet wines? There is always an alternative... 
 Cabernets are the perfect alternative to 
 dessert wines and ports. Cabernets pair well 
 with chocolate because they already have a 
 hint of cocoa in them including blackberries 
 and spice. Please steer free of the Cabernets 
 that have a lot of oak flavor in them. The oak 
 tends to interfere with the sweetness of the 
 chocolate and thus makes for a bad 
 combination. 
      The science of pairing wine and food 
 together is that - there is no science. It’s all 
 subjective and it depends on individual taste. 
 Yet there are those who have already gone 
 through the trouble of doing most of the 
 research so perhaps heeding their advice may 
 save some trial and error moments that do not 
 belong in a romantic evening.
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Meatballs & Sausage 2/$1.00 • Side Salads 99¢
(with purchase of beverage, dine-in only, please)

www.theoldmillwinery.com

403 S. Broadway
Geneva

440.466.5560

Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen Hours
Tues. - Thurs.

4-8pm
Fri. 4-10pm
Sat. 1-10pm
Sun. 1-8pm

Closed Monday

Winery Hours
Tues. - Thurs.

3-9pm
Fri. 3pm-Midnight
Sat. 1pm-Midnight

Sun. 1pm-9pm
Closed Monday

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Entertainment Fri: 7-11pm
Sat: 7:30-11:30pm • Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Fri, Jan 16: Next Best Thing
Sat, Jan 17: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, Jan 18: Open Mic with Brad Pethtel
Fri, Jan 23: Ernest T Band
Sat, Jan 24: CASTAWAYS
Sun, Jan 25: Open Mic with Wags & Fred
Fri, Jan 30: Sam & Gary (from Howland)
Sat, Jan 31: 4 Kings -  Welcome Back!
Sun, Feb 1: Open Mic with Larry Kadlub
Fri, Feb 6: Whooz Playin
Sat, Feb 7: Stone River Band

While listening to Open Mic...

Feb 13th & 14th
make your reservations early!!

7 meals for under $7.00
Tuesday thru Thursday

Dine-in only

Domestic or Imports $2.00

 Chocolate Fondue
 INGREDIENTS:
 · cup heavy cream 
 · 1/2 stick unsalted butter 
 · 1 (12-ounce) package semisweet chocolate 
 morsels 
 · 1 (12-ounce) package milk chocolate 
 morsels 
 · For dipping: sliced apples, bananas, 
 strawberries, crisp cookies, pretzels, and 
 cubed pound cake 

 DIRECTIONS:
 In a large saucepan over medium heat, 
 combine cream and butter. Bring mixture to 
 a simmer, stirring constantly. Remove pan 
 from heat. Add semisweet and milk 
 chocolate morsels. Stir until melted and 
 smooth. Cool slightly. Transfer to a fondue 
 pot, chafing dish, or ceramic bowl. Serve 
 immediately with sliced apples, sliced 
 bananas, strawberries, cookies, pretzels, 
 and pound cake. 

      Here is another idea that you can 
 actually spread into two weekends if you 
 choose. Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a 
 self driving wine tour along the Vines & 
 Wines Trail in the Northeastern Ohio area 
 during the weekends of February 6 and 7th, 
 13and14th. Enjoy mouthwatering 
 chocolates and wine samples at each 
 participating winery. Receive a Schott 
 Zwiesel crystal wine glass and a gift at your 
 starting winery. $45 couple, $35 single. Call 
 Phone: 800-227-6972 or visit 
 www.ohiowines.org for more information.

 Warm up on a cold winter day with a glass of 
 your favorite red and this hearty one dish 
 pasta entree.

 Baked Shells with Pesto, 
 Mozzarella, and Meat Sauce

 Ingredients
 1 tablespoon cooking oil
 1 onion, chopped
 1 pound ground beef
 2 cups canned chopped tomatoes, drained 
 (from one 28-ounce 
 can)
 1 1/2 teaspoons salt
 1/2 cup store-bought 
 or homemade pesto
 3/4 pound medium 
 pasta shells
 6 ounces mozzarella, 
 grated (about 1 1/2 
 cups)
 1/4 cup grated 
 Parmesan

 Directions
 1. Heat the oven to 

 400°. Oil a large baking dish (about 9 by 13 
 inches).
 2. In a large stainless-steel frying pan, heat 
 the oil over moderately low heat. Add the 
 onion and cook, stirring occasionally, until 
 starting to soften, about 3 minutes. Stir in the 
 ground beef and cook, breaking it up, until 
 the meat is no longer pink, about 2 minutes. 
 Drain off any excess fat.
 3. Add the tomatoes and salt to the pan and 
 bring to a simmer. Cook until most of the 
 liquid evaporates, about 10 minutes. Remove 
 the pan from the heat and stir in the pesto.
 4. Meanwhile, in a large pot of boiling, 
 salted water, cook the shells until just done, 
 about 10 minutes. Drain and toss with the 
 sauce. Put half of the pasta into the prepared 
 baking dish and top with half the mozzarella 
 and 2 tablespoons of the Parmesan. Repeat 
 with the remaining pasta, mozzarella, and 
 Parmesan. Bake until bubbling, about 15 
 minutes. 

 Notes:
 Variation - Almost any relatively soft, mild 
 cheese will taste good here. You might try 
 fontina in place of the mozzarella, or even 
 Gouda or Havarti.

 Golden 
 Sausages 
 and 
 Shallots 
 in White 
 Wine

 Ingredients
 3 pounds fresh pork sausages
 2 tablespoons unsalted butter
 2 pounds medium shallots, peeled
 1 1/2 cups dry white wine
 Salt and freshly ground pepper 

 Directions
 Prick the sausages all over with a fork. Melt 
 the butter in a large skillet. Add the sausages 

 and cook over moderately low 
 heat until lightly browned, about 8 
 minutes. Pour off all but 2 
 tablespoons of fat. Add the 
 shallots and wine and bring to a 
 boil. Cover and cook over low 
 heat, stirring occasionally, until 
 the shallots are tender and the 
 wine has reduced slightly, about 
 20 minutes. Season with salt and 
 pepper and serve. 
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 By Don Perry

Casual Dining & Sports Bar in One!
PICK UP OR
DELIVERY!

Come watch the BIG GAMES on our 10-Foot BIG SCREEN in
HD and take advantage of our great Wing, Appetizer & Drink Specials!

$1.50 Bud Lite Draft for all CAVS Games!

2731 HUBBARD ROAD • MADISON 
Corner of Rt. 20 & 528 • (440) 428-5191

 30¢ Wing Night!
 Kids Eat Free with Adult Purchase of $9.99 or more

 Purchase any Large Pizza at reg. price, receive 
                      Second, One-Topping Pizza for $5.

 Rib-Ribs-Ribs Full Slab Dinner $11.99
 Fish Fry All-You-Can-Eat Alaskan Pollock $9.99

 12oz. Prime Rib Dinner $14.99
 Free Appetizer with purchase of any 

                       Two Entrees at reg. menu price.

HAPPY
HOUR

4-7pm  MON-FRI
IN THE BAR

MADISON OHIO

new
food, wine

& drink
menu!

FULL MENU
AVAILABLE FOR

PICK-UP

IT’S BACK... All You Can Eat
Sunday Brunch Buffet!

10:30am-2pm • Consists of an Omelette Station, Bacon, Sausage, Hasbrowns,
Chicken, Pastas, Beef, Salads & Desserts.  Adults $11.95 •  Children (up tp 12) $5.95

 Now that the Holiday Madness is behind us, 
 what should we do now?  We are right smack 
 in the middle of a typical Northeastern Ohio 
 Winter, you know, Lake Effect Snow, Alberta 
 Clippers, Winter Weather Advisories and fun 
 stuff like that.  Well, just because the 
 Holidays are over doesn’t mean we can’t still 
 celebrate.  Sure, if you watch the evening 
 news, it may seem that there is not much 
 worth celebrating, but that is only the case if 
 you look at the world economy as a whole.  
 It is a huge situation that is not going to 
 change overnight, nor is it going to be solved 
 by any one individual.  So rather than 
 worrying about something so overwhelming, 
 maybe we should just start by celebrating the 
 little things.  Let’s say your daughter got a 
 good grade on a test, Hey! Celebrate; take 
 the family out for pizza.  Or maybe you’re 
 just glad to have survived the Holidays, that 
 in itself is reason enough to celebrate.  
 Maybe a quiet evening for two at one of our 
 local wineries is in order.  See what I’m 
 getting at?  Maybe if we all just celebrate the 
 little victories, we can enjoy life a bit more, 
 help support local business and help the 
 economy without even trying.  By the way, I 
 do have a tendency to over-simplify things, 
 but it’s worth a shot.
 Sometimes January may bring on a case of 
 the winter blahs, but don’t let that happen 

 this year.  Martin Luther King Day is 
 coming up, and this year, maybe more than 
 ever, we can celebrate his life and his dream.  
 On Sunday January 18th, Stan Miller will be 
 appearing from 4pm until 7 at Grand River 
 Cellars Winery and Restaurant,  located just 
 minutes south of I-90 on Rt. 528.  It may be 
 freezing outside, but there is no doubt that 
 Stan’s rendition of the classics, such as Nat 
 King Cole’s “Unforgettable”, matched with 
 some of the finest food and wines available 
 in the Grand River Valley will warm your 
 body and soul.  
  There is another MLK celebration that will 
 occur on Sunday January 18th.  This party 
 will take place on the Nighttown stage 
 beginning at 7pm. Saxophonists Kenny 
 LeeGrand and J.T. Lynch will lead the 
 celebration with their band “Horns & 
 Things, the powerhouse contemporary jazz 
 ensemble that has been pleasing audiences 
 for over 20 years.  It is bound to be a night 
 filled with excellent food, great jazz and 
 good will; all in the atmosphere for which 
 Nighttown has become so well known. 
  With the Presidential Inauguration coming 
 up, the celebration is bound to carry in to 
 next weekend as well.  Friday night at The 
 Cleveland Chophouse and Brewery, the jazz 
 begins at 8pm and continues until midnight 
 with NorthCoast Jazz Collective, one of 
 Cleveland’s premier jazz groups.  NJC plays 

 arrangements of jazz standards as well as 
 original charts that are creative and 
 accessible.  Stop in at   The Cleveland 
 Chophouse and see why NJC was named The 
 Cleveland Free Press “Best Jazz Act” 2008. 
  These are just a few suggestions for ways to 
 shake the Wintertime Blues.  I’m sure you 
 have a few ideas of your own to try, when 
 you just got to get out for a while, but if you 
 happen to be snowed-in , check out 
 www.jazzplayer.com , a website for jazz 
 enthusiasts, that has just recently been 
 brought to my attention.  Hey, it’s one more 
 way to find out what’s up in the world of 
 jazz. 
  There is one more date that should be 
 highlighted on your calendar. The last 
 weekend in February, that’s the 26th thru 
 the28th, The Lakeland Jazz Festival will take 
 place.  This is a clinic for students of middle 
 to high school age, but it does not stop there!  
 There will be performances by Jazz Impact, 
 The Helen Welsh Quintet and The Lake land 
 Civic Orchestra. There will also be a College 
 Invitational, featuring jazz ensembles from 
 several area colleges.  Details are still being 
 finalized for these and other events including 
 a performance and a free clinic by a National 
 jazz act. I will bring you more about this 
 event next time, until then, let the celebration 
 continue!



 January 14 -February 4, 2009  www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999  9

 D uring an early 
 evening in Mayfield Heights, I 
 sat at the Panini’s patio bar, sipping my 
 beer and watching the conclusion of a 
 basketball game on television when one of a 
 series of ubiquitous political ads aired on 
 another set. This running ad was of a 
 different pedigree from anything most of the 
 American public had ever seen---so they 
 convince themselves.  A few barstools down 
 from me, two middle-aged men, drunk ( in 
 vino veritas? ) and demonstrative in their 
 disapproval, railed against the endorser of 
 said message: then, Illinois senator Barack 
 Obama. What followed was a mindless and 
 myopic harangue against the candidate, who 
 was nothing more than a N-word this and N-
 word that. “I can’t turn on the TV without 
 seeing this….”
      I smirked, openly semi-jocularly 
 retorting, stentorian “Technically, half….” 
 I’ll never know if the two racists heard me, 
 or even themselves cared if they had, but one 
 point stood abundantly crystal clear: race, in 
 this race, was super duper apparent, with 
 most of the world and registered voters 
 shuffling to come up with alibis to friends 
 and colleagues that it wasn’t anything about 
 something as superficial as the color of skin 
 deciding their vote, one way or the other. 
 Surely the American public, cosmopolitan 
 and evolved, criterion for the globe, wouldn’t 
 allow something as incidental as “race” to 
 factor into a transition of governmental 
 power, right?
      Back in mid-2008, when every player in 
 the arena, except a real Republican challenge 
 to McCain was appearing on circuit talk 
 show after talk show, working, combating, 
 Obama appeared on Comedy Central’s The 
 Daily Show with amicable but when-he-
 needs-to-be acerbic host Jon Stewart. At the 
 end of the segment, Stewart, grinning like 
 the Joker, asked, if elected, would Obama 
 enslave the white race? Laughter erupted. 
 Natural coaching that is backstage pre-
 broadcast rehearsal on the television talk 
 show scene, Obama responded affably, “No, 
 but I think you’re paranoia would make you 
 a perfect debate moderator.” More laughter.  
 I wondered why this reaction to Obama’s 
 obviously scripted rejoinder was 
 overwhelmingly elicited---because it carried 
 a kernel of truth or that the audience thought 
 it was legitimately funny?
      Most of my life, I’ve never cared about 

 politics. Whatever 
 pejorative label or 

 claim one 
 wanted to hang 
 on even likable 
 and competent 
 candidates and 
 holders of 
 office, I agreed 

 with. Above all, 
 there was no changing the facts (!) that they 
 were out for themselves, their office, their 
 party, their futures, which had nada to do 
 with me or you, our children’s educations, 
 our collective health, the environment, 
 foreign affairs, etc. The game was so 
 inherently twisted, self-serving and artificial, 
 that no amount of righteous or real 
 dedication would ever be anything but 
 fruitless. I still don’t know what started to 
 change me, I suppose the ghastliness of W., 
 but that’s always seemed too easy. 
 Continuing to blame Bush was like 
 complaining that a tire on your car was flat; 
 sure, it was flagrant and non-operational, but 
 it wasn’t going to get you anywhere. One 
 had to take action, in thought and mind. 
      Recent times have been the most 
 fascinating, politically speaking, here in the 
 United States, I mean unprecedented. We’ve 
 had everything in this run to the White 
 House: racism, sexism, ageism, classism, on 
 and on. Never before on such a whole scale, 
 have people had to acknowledge seemingly 
 latent emotion before heading to the polls, if 
 they indeed did at all.
 I submit that race and sex stood at the 
 forefront, too. I was far too young to grasp 
 the historical significance of a female 
 running mate when Geraldine Ferraro was 
 picked by Walter Mondale in 1984, so 
 Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin brought an 
 entire new scope of political reaction to the 
 world. McCain’s choice was curious to a lot 
 of people, but to me, it wasn’t because Palin 
 was a woman, she just seemed politically 
 maladroit; and also, the “inexperience” label 
 regarding Obama suddenly vanished. It had 
 to. McCain’s choice forced him to empty the 
 arms he’d been firing at Obama the entire 
 time regarding “greenness.”
 I’ll spare the lengthy race and sex so-called 
 subplots for another writer in another 
 publication; let’s keep this light, shall we? 
 And let’s keep the term “maverick” 
 exclusive for the 12 men who play for Mark 
 Cuban’s professional basketball team in 
 Dallas and for the title of the 1994 Richard 
 Donner film starring Mel Gibson and Jodie 
 Foster. My God, if Tina Fey’s biting 
 impersonation of Palin during one sketch on 

 SNL which she exclaimed, “…and for all 
 you frat guys playing a drinking game right 
 now, ‘MAVERICK’!”…didn’t ring true and 
 refreshing, summarizing how you felt about 
 the tired litany that word spawned, you’re 
 lying to yourself.
 Tim Dickinson, a contributing editor 
 covering national affairs for Rolling Stone 
 magazine, who joined Republican Party in 
 2000 to vote for McCain in the California 
 primary, wrote a long piece about how 
 McCain, in fact, was a “make-believe 
 maverick,” who used his family’s elite 
 name, privilege and status his entire life, like 
 Bush, and who had a track record of 
 dishonesty and recklessness. All of these 
 things don’t really differentiate McCain 
 from most politicians to me. Having an 
 advantage and not using it isn’t intelligent. 
 But speaking out against (read: disagreeing 
 with) members of one’s political party 
 shouldn’t earn you the brand “maverick.”
      I understand that in the mudslinging ring 
 of politics, aspersions get cast. It’s the nature 
 of political competition to not just soar on 
 your own merit, but to make the other guy 
 (or girl) look bad in the wake. However, if 
 unsportsmanlike conduct warranted penalty 
 flags like the NFL, one wouldn’t have been 
 able to see the floor at McCain’s rallies so 
 covered with yellow they’d have been. One 
 thing that McCain unmistakably didn’t have 
 to deal with was his ethnicity. Or his middle 
 name. He wasn’t mislabeled an “Arab,” 
 “Muslim,” or “Terrorist,” as if the first two 
 guarantee him a malefactor. Horror-stricken, 
 unconditionally-loving Christians, on 
 multiple occasions in front of microphones 
 and cameras, and where McCain appeared, 
 shouted and cavorted wildly. America surely 
 was doomed. “He’s an Arab!” undulated an 
 elderly woman at a McCain campaign rally, 
 as classless hissing and booing reached 
 crescendos based on things other than 
 Obama’s political policies and messages. It 
 just seemed deeper and uglier than not 
 agreeing with or liking a candidate on the 
 other side. Where would that power come 
 from? Insulated mentalities cloud realities, 
 but everyone has an opinion!
 Even among the “middle” and “lower” 
 classes backing McCain, prized ignorance 
 and statements not merely misguided, but 
 completely flat-wrong ended up making 
 headlines.
 “No, he’s not.” McCain defended spurious 
 barks from the crowd, his crowd, which 
 most definitely lent an embarrassing element 
 to his campaign amongst his otherwise 
 intelligent backers/constituents. “He’s a 
 decent family man whom I have 

 fundamental disagreements with on key 
 issues… he’s not…”
      Emotion will usually always take a back 
 seat to fact, particularly in an endeavor one 
 invests hope in. Perhaps the Woman at the 
 rally, like Ralph Ellison’s nameless 
 protagonist in Invisible Man divined, on 
 lower frequencies, speaks for you? McCain is 
 far too intelligent an individual, I believe, to 
 have not known he was dealing with less than 
 congenial people when it came to his 
 opponent and not for the politically historical 
 advertised reasons: his rival was different. 
 Suddenly, and perhaps not so suddenly, the 
 Arizona senator had some on the job training 
 of his own: damage-controlling his voters. To 
 paraphrase columnist Phil Taylor, no one 
 likes being pegged a racist, bigot, especially 
 those whom the term is a perfect fit. 
      I’ll never believe that all of McCain’s 
 flock are hardened, prejudiced clowns, just as 
 I’ll never believe all of Obama’s constituents 
 are politically unsavvy, inner-city dwellers.  
 Had Obama lost, there most likely would 
 have been boos at his concession speech at 
 Grant Park when graciously conceding defeat 
 to his challenger. When a campaign toward 
 any office, namely the biggest one in the land 
 doesn’t yield favorable results for a certain 
 team, like anything, it’s tough to be genial. 
 Even tougher when you’ve fostered delusions 
 the winner can’t or won’t “keep you and your 
 country safe.”
      Joan Didion, in the December 18th edition 
 of The New York Review of Books in an 
 adaption of a symposium at the New York 
 Public Library called “What Happens Now: 
 The 2008 Election,” spoke that early on 
 Americans began to feel an almost 
 “inexpressible uneasiness” regarding 
 Obama’s momentum toward eventual victory. 
 She’s partly right; all apologies to the 
 distinguished writer, but from where I’d been 
 sitting months previous, the disquiet I heard 
 directly and indirectly was hardly 
 inexpressible. But also, to me, a “black” 
 president didn’t just seem a possibility that 
 was remote, it seemed damn near 
 inconceivable. I’ve never been happier to be 
 wrong in my life. I admit, freely, that I never 
 thought this day would dawn. Again, I could 
 go on and on, but with this new era (do you 
 honestly think celebrants in Japan, Germany, 
 South America, etc. were elated with 
 Obama’s triumph because he’s what in 
 America is classified as black?), citizens of 
 this nation will confront, furtively or openly, 
 feelings and realities they thought would 
 never be uncovered. If Obama is, as some 
 news organs have deemed him, “the Jackie 
 Robinson of the presidential office,” then we 
 voters are the Branch Rickeys. Kind of 
 strikes me a hopeful thing.

 By Chad Felton
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 By Rick Palm

      W elcome to the debut of the  ‘ Behind 
 The Mic ’  section of North Coast Voice 
 Magazine! I’m Hunter, program director for 
 107.5 FM The Fox, just one of five radio 
 stations of the Media One Group here in 
 Ashtabula County. What we look forward to 
 bringing you each issue is a fun, entertaining 
 and interesting look into radio, music, sports 
 and local events. Besides me, you’ll be 
 hearing from Roger McCoy from 98.3 The 
 Bull, Jeremy James from Star 97.1 & Oldies 
 102.5, Joe Pete from ESPN AM 970 and 
 from time to time Mark Allen of Star 97.1, 
 Kathy Davis of Oldies 102.5, or anyone else 
 of the ‘on air’ staff.

      98.3 The 
 BULL  An 
 introduction is 
 needed here. 
 Hello I’m 
 Roger McCoy, 
 the redneck 

 portion of 
 McCoy In The 

 Morning and 
 program director for 

 98.3 The BULL (WYBL-FM, Ashtabula). I 
 have been working in Country Music now 
 for over ten years and one of the biggest 
 issues that have always bothered me is that 
 there is not enough room in main stream 
 country radio for the new independent 
 country artists who will be the next Kenny 
 Chesney or Faith Hill of tomorrow. So I 
 would like to introduce you to a new country 
 artist from Petersburg, West Virginia by the 
 name of Julia Burton and her new single, 
 “What a Woman Wants”.  Call it fate or 
 irony, Julia was born in Nashville, Tennessee 
 and has been focused on inserting her own 
 country style back into the city that she drew 
 her first breath from. We recently tested her 

 new single, “What a Woman Wants” on the 
 air during our “Keep It or Sweep It” segment 
 and every woman who cast their vote 
 demanded that we keep it.  When I asked, 
 “Why do you like the song”, the response 
 was, “Because we finally have a woman 
 who is singing our anthem!” Now guys, 
 before you say, “Come on, another man 
 hatin’ song?” you need to take some time to 
 see  her for yourself.  As my morning partner 
 Scony so eloquently put it, “She can hate on 
 me anytime, HELLO Julia!”  Scony isn’t the 
 only man to say that, Burton once wore the 
 crown for Miss West Virginia as well.  As 
 for Julia’s vocal talents, she is a mix 
 between Faith Hill and Gretchen Wilson 
 with a mix of her own style thrown in to 
 make her stand out on your favorite country 
 radio station. Learn more about Julia Burton 
 by visiting juliaburton.com or myspace.com/
 juliaburton. You can also hear her during the 
 New Music Nashville segments each 
 weeknight and weekend on More Country 
 Guaranteed! 98.3 The BULL!

      ESPN AM 970   Let’s get started with 

 reminding you about an event that is sure to 
 get your ‘spring fever’ on the rise and that’s 
 the 2009 Cleveland Indians Press Tour & 
 Luncheon! It will be on Wednesday, January 
 21 st , at Mt. Carmel Community Center in 
 Ashtabula. We are excited this year to have, 
 for the first time, manager Eric Wedge along 
 with Jamey Carroll & Shin-Soo Choo! You 
 will get to enjoy a ballpark style lunch, 
 question and answer discussion and there will 
 be an auction of Indians merchandise with 
 proceeds to benefit the ESPN AM 970 
 Student Athlete Scholarship Fund. Tickets are 
 just $15.00 and available at the radio station 
 on Jefferson Road, in Ashtabula, Sports & 
 Sports in Madison and Ashtabula, Subway of 
 Jefferson and online at your favorite Media 
 One station website. Tune in for more details!

      Star 97.1   FM   Music is changing! 
 Greetings from Jeremy James, Program 
 Director for Star 97.1 FM and a member of 
 the Mark Allen and Friends morning show. 
 When I say music is changing I am referring 
 to music classifications and charts. Five years 
 ago many adult contemporary artists or “AC” 
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 artists as they are more commonly known 
 featured many soft love ballads and big 
 voices. Artists like Michael Bolton, Celine 
 Dion, and Elton John ruled the charts but 
 now the line of AC music are changing. With 
 more access to music sites like Myspace 
 music, fans now have endless choices of new 
 artists. Some of these up and coming artists 
 include Augustana, The Fray, and Missy 
 Higgins. Let’s face it, being discovered and 
 hooking up with a contract is not getting 
 easier since the volume of performers has 
 increased but it does lend a low budget band 
 a chance to be seen and heard by millions. 
 Now internet downloads are outselling CD 
 sales and people are making their own play 
 lists. So how does this change the format? In 
 order to keep your audience you need to 
 know what people are listening to. Most 
 downloads are these new up and coming 
 artists with a bit edgy sound. It’s changing 
 the charts. Some artists such as Celine Dion 
 have re-invented their sound to stay fresh 
 and alive while others have fallen of the 
 charts completely. Madonna has been 
 changing for 20 years, and still gets lots of 
 air play. So the new phrase in 2009 is “Power 
 to the down loaders.”
 If you would like to contact Jeremy James, 
 send an email to Jeremyjames@star97.com

1388 Hubbard Rd. in Madison • 440-428-9923
Car-Side Pick-Up: 440-428-1330

Audience Votes Count so Come Out & Make Your Choice for Your Favorite Vocalist in Northeast Ohio

Entertainment
Get Ready ...

Thurs. Jan. 29
Wagon Wheel Idol 2009 Auditions begin Hosted by Doctor D!

1st Place: $1000
2nd Place $400
3rd Place $200
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 By Andrea Razavi

 If you can get past the first song and title 
 track, teeny bopping tune, “Fearless”, you 
 will be pleasantly surprised. Taylor Swift is 
 gifted with the ability to tell a story 
 encompassing every emotion of a Romeo 
 and Juliet, Sleeping Beauty or Cinderella 
 story. Her songs portray the raw true and 
 sensitive pangs of a young woman growing 
 into an adult, riddled with heartbreak, hopes, 
 insecurity, confusion, and strength. Taylor’s 
 lyrics evoke a series of Yin and Yang 
 metaphors, the opposite emotions we often 
 experience in love and in life, and that’s 
 exactly why this young woman is such a 
 successful songwriter. Her voice is still 
 somewhat virginal and forming but has every 
 essence of star quality in range and scale 
 climbing ability. She obviously has the 

 talented support 
 of her label and 
 great musicians 
 backing her as 
 they execute 
 nothing less 
 than a 
 professional 
 job mixing 
 beautiful 
 ballads, hip 
 moving dance 
 tunes and 
 highway 
 driving 
 melodies. At 
 times it seems like her vocals 
 can drone on in an immature way, but for a  girl who has 

 just hit it as big as she has, there are bound to 
 be some things to tweak. Her airy, angelic 
 and emotion stimulating voice is sure to bring 
 a feeling of warmth to many a woman: 
 mother, sister, daughter, even young man 
 who couldn’t help but be romanced by 
 Swift’s sweet sophistication. The CD 
 Fearless  comes with a folded poster-like 
 photo of Taylor with upswept hair and long 
 creamy white full train gown, a 
 personification of the classy young lady she 
 is.  The blond beauty has the morphing 
 ability to look like a vixen or girl next door. 
 Swift has been able to maintain a good girl 
 image so far. One can only hope the twangs 
 of stardom and money-lined contracts won’t 
 sway Swift from her seemingly strong, 
 moralistic stance and representation as a 
 wholesome girl. Britney Spears had her 
 beginnings this way too and perhaps it was 
 some mistakes or the pressure of giving pop 
 culture a sexy young image to fuel the fiery 
 passions of young male consumers which led 
 to a big fall for Spears. Dare I say those two 
 words? Sex sells. Maybe not. Perhaps in 
 review of 2008 and years prior, a broader 
 concept of simplicity and honor will pave the 
 way for more innocence, letting father time 
 and mother earth drive their forces more 
 naturally. 

 Swift’s “Fearless” is 
 poetry for the romantic 
 youth in all of us. 
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Wed.........Line Dance Lessons $5. 7-9pm
Karaoke Tom Lucas of Funtime Entertainment 9:00

             Free Cornhole & $1.00 Draft Beer & Drink Specials
35¢ Wing Night Regular or Boneless

Fri..........1/3lb. Burgers $2.00 6-9pm!

Hours: Wed. 4:00 • Thursday, Friday & Saturday 6:00 • 21 & Over

Very reasonable rates if you need a ride home.
Discount room rates are also available for Jewel’s customers.

WEEKENDS-

Sign up to be included in Jewel’s
new VIP TEXT ALERTS

by texting JEWELS to 83361.
You will recieve the 

latest info, discounts and
special VIP perks.

"The Most Fun You Can Have with Your Boots On"

Tony Rio & RelentlessTony Rio & Relentless

Rent Jewels on Sundays for your Special Events! 
Graduations • Weddings • Fundraisers • DJ Service Available.

 REGULATION

 BILLIARD 

 TABLES

 Upcoming CD Release:
 Rascal Flatts announced the upcoming 
 release of their sixth studio album, 
 “ Unstoppable ,” scheduled this April 7.
 “ Unstoppable ,” is co-produced by Dann Huff 
 and Rascal Flatts. It is the band’s first studio 
 album since 2007’s multi-platinum “Still 
 Feels Good.”  The band has sold more than 
 18 million albums, scored 10 No. 1 singles 
 and 18 top 10 hits.  Each of their five studio 
 albums are multi-platinum sellers.  

      Nashville’s  Ten out 
 of Tenn  singer, musician 
 and songwriter, Katie 
 Herzig, will make an 
 intimate appearance at 
 John Carroll University, 
 in University Heights 
 on Saturday, January 31 
 as part of her Midwest 
 tour.  
      September’s issue 
 of Paste Magazine calls 
 Herzigs music,  
 “brightly 
 textured…clever, 
 sincere, sunny but 
 grounded” and dubs 
 her lastest CD, Apple 
 Tree, her “most 
 accomplished work to 
 date”.  Katies’s songs 
 have been performed 
 on Lipstick Jungle 

 and The Ghost Whisperer. Her song “Look at 
 You Now” was part of the soiundtrack on the 
 recently released Sex in the City, The Movie, 
 Volume 2.  Billboard Magazine says 
 “Herzig’s gifts as a songwriter have stood 
 out, perhaps due to the fully produced nature 
 of her songs, recorded with care and a 
 bigness that transcends the potentially 
 damning status of just being another girl in 
 Nashville with a guitar. With a full backing 
 band, string sections and her understated 

 vocals front and 
 center, “Apple 
 Tree” is an 
 adventurous and 
 playful album 
 perfect for the 
 triple A set.”  
      The free show 
 takes place at 
 Kulas Auditorium 
 and no 
 enterprising 
 young musician 
 should miss it.  
      Tune in next 
 issue for a review 
 of Rachael 
 Williams’ latest 
 CD compilation, 
 Lonely at The 
 Bottom.

 See y’all!
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 By Andrea Razavi

      I t’s a fact; some of the best kept secrets 
 in town are its veteran musicians, players 
 who still grace the stages of Cleveland’s 
 iconic nightclubs. This week, a visit with 
 band leader, guitarist, singer, songwriter and 
 producer, Lonnie Reid, reveals an 
 intelligently gifted musician with a melodic, 
 deep, soulful voice and fingers that glide over 
 the sweetest of guitar chords. His words of 
 wisdom are ones that any neophyte or 
 experienced musician will want to listen to. 
 Lonnie Reid’s liaison with some of the finest 
 trained and talented musicians is a testimony 
 to the type of band-mates he beckons and if 
 you haven’t been to the House of Swing on a 
 Thursday night, you’re missing one 
 tremendous jam session. So sit back relax 
 and get to know this issue’s spotlight focus, 
 Lonnie Reid of The Reid Project. 

 AR:  Tell me about your first exposure 
 to music. 
 LR :  I started playing the trombone when I 
 was about ten or eleven.  By thirteen I met a 
 classmate; a big Jimmy Hendrix fan. He had 
 a white left-handed Fender Stratocaster, a 
 fuzz and crybaby pedal. I started noticing 
 girls. I thought my chance of getting them 
 was better playing a cool instrument like 
 guitar, rather than an un-cool trombone.   

 AR:  How did the Reid Project begin?
 LR:    About ten years ago I had the itch to 
 play out.  I started hitting musicians nights in 
 Cleveland.  One of them was the House of 
 Swing on Thursdays. The host band Blue Lite 
 Special.  I had played in bands many years 
 earlier but the bulk of my playing at this time 
 was with my brother Terry, a drum machine, 
 and a multi-track recorder.  During this 
 period, my brother and I laid down a lot of 
 musical ideas on multi-track, not completed 
 works, but ideas. Since my brother was in 
 grad school at the time he couldn’t play often 
 but when he was in town he accompanied me 
 sometimes to the House of Swing and we 
 both would sit in with Blue Lite Special.  It is 
 here that we first meet Butterscotch.  After 
 one particular drama filled evening, the 
 guitarist quit.  The next day he called me and 
 asked me to take his place.  After a couple 
 more drama filled weeks the drummer fired 
 the rest of the band and hired Terry to play 
 bass (he had just finished his Masters 
 Degree) and Butterscotch as our vocalist and 
 in an effort to start fresh the drummer said 
 “let’s name the band the Reid Project 
 featuring Butterscotch.”

 AR:  Members in the band?
 LR:   Terry Reid (Bass ) -My favorite 
 bassist. Because we are brothers and we’ve 
 spent so much time developing music and 
 exchanging ideas, we can literally finish each 
 others musical sentences: I can show him 
 chord changes to an original piece I’m 
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 working on and he can start playing right 
 away.  There are times when I would say. 
 “Here’s the change” and he would already be 
 there.  One day I said, “How did you know 
 where I was going?” and his response was “I 
 could feel you going there.”
 Butterscotch (vocals ) - A true entertainer 
 in every sense of the word.  I’ve been with 
 her over ten years and when she’s on her 
 game, I still smile as she performs. There’s 
 not another female vocalist in Northeast 
 Ohio that I would rather work with.
 Tim Jackson (Bass ) - Tim is a beast of a 
 bass player, a truly nice guy and great 
 composer.  I am looking forward to 
 producing a CD of Tim’s compositions.
 Ben Mostella (Trumpet, vocals ) - the 
 former music director for the late great 
 Robert Lockwood Jr. and one of the most 
 talented musicians I 
 have ever been 
 around.
 Harry 
 Baccus 
 (drums)  – 
 the new guy 
 on the block. 
 He came in 
 holding on 
 by the seat 
 of his pants 
 but now 
 he’s getting 
 comfortable 
 and it 
 shows.
 Keith 
 Daniels 
 (Drums )  – 
 one of the 
 funkiest 
 drummers 
 in 

 Cleveland and 
 plays with a 
 feel that 
 makes 
 everybody 
 else’s job 
 easy.  KD 
 is the 

 drummer 
 on the ‘Four on the Floor’ CD
 Bob Frey (Sax ) – Bob was with us on the 
 ‘Four on the Floor’ sessions and he is one of 
 us.  He knows all the material and is a 
 smoking player.

 AR: So, I hear you have a famous 
 relative...would like to tell me about 
 that?
 LR:   I don’t know about famous but my 
 dad, Dr Lonnie Reid, was Chief of the 
 Internal Fluid Mechanics Division at 
 NASA Glenn Research Center. Dr. Reid is 
 an internationally recognized for his 
 expertise in compressor technology. On 
 February 7, 1993, he was inducted into the 
 Ohio Science, Technology and Industry Hall 
 of Fame joining the ranks of other 
 celebrated Ohioans like the Wright brothers, 
 Thomas Edison and Granville Woods. At 

 the time he was only the third African 
 American and the first NASA researcher 
 ever inducted. 
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 AR: Tell me about writing 
 music? Is it hit or 
 miss, frustrating 
 at times?
 LR:   Writing is a 
 strange process.  
 Because I am 
 a guitarist I 
 think in 
 chord 
 progressions 
 and groove 
 first with 
 melody being 
 the last 
 element 

 albeit the most 
 difficult for me.  Sometimes the first two 
 elements will come fairly easily and 
 many rough ideas are laid down 
 in a short period of time.  No 
 matter how obscure the chord 
 progression is (and I like 
 pretty chords), no matter how 
 syncopated the groove is, I 
 feel the melody should be 
 simple, memorable, 
 somewhat catchy and most of 
 all easy to hum.  This is the 
 part of the writing process 
 that I split hairs over the 
 most, the angst filled part of 
 the process. About ten years 
 ago I laid down a rhythm 
 track titled ‘Baby Blue’. It 
 was literally a complete 
 work musically except I 
 had one verse of lyrics and 
 didn’t think I would ever 
 finish the song. In 2006, 
 the Reid Project released 
 ‘Four on the Floor’, all original music 
 and members. Terry submitted original 
 material.  I wanted ‘Baby Blue’ to be a part 
 of the CD and knew I had to finish the 
 lyrics. With that in mind, one night, in 
 twenty minutes, I penned the last two verses.  
 Guess I needed a deadline.  Typically if I’m 
 really stuck, my ace in the hole is a horn 
 player. By nature they have a great sense of 
 melody and harmony and those of us with a 
 weakness should start working with horns 
 players. ‘Eytteb’ is another song on the CD 
 that was complete many years ago with the 
 exception of that memorable melody. Ben, 
 our trumpet player, listened to the rhythm 
 track and laid a beautiful melody on top of 
 the song.  Sometimes songs are just born 
 fully formed.  Many years ago when I was 
 recording on analog tape, Terry and I had 
 made a slight miscalculation during a 
 recording session. We had about four 
 minutes of dead space and unlike the digital 
 recorder today, you couldn’t just cut and 
 paste to get rid of the dead space.  Basically 
 we cued the tape to the start of the space and 
 found this funky kind of techno beat on the 
 drum machine. Terry lays a bass line on top 
 of this beat and I add two guitar tracks.  We 
 named the song ‘Fill in the Gap’, so while 
 some songs seem to take forever to finish, 
 there are songs that seem to occur 
 completely out of thin air.

 AR:  When did you and your brother 
 start playing music together?
 LR:     I was in junior high school when I 
 really started to get into guitar.  I played with 
 a lot of guys my age in the neighborhood. 
 My family was living in the Lee-Harvard 
 neighborhood of Cleveland where tons of 
 musician lived.  You couldn’t walk more 
 than three or four houses in either direction 
 without there being at least one kid in a 
 house who played an instrument and it was 

 common to see a kid 
 walking through the 
 neighborhood with electric 
 guitar or bass in one hand 
 and small amplifier in the 
 other going to someone’s 
 house to jam.  Our family 
 soon moved to Beachwood, 
 a totally different 
 environment.  Terry was 
 five years younger than me 
 and when you are a kid, 
 that’s a huge difference. At 
 seventeen I started playing 
 with a group of guys in 
 Cleveland Heights. I took 

 a guitar and removed the upper two 
 strings and restrung it like a bass 

 and taught Terry, 12, simple 
 bass lines on this restrung 

 guitar which he had 
 a natural knack for in 
 order to help me 
 practice songs that I 
 was playing with the 
 Cleveland Heights 
 group.  Wasn’t long 
 afterwards that I went 
 away to college and 
 got my own place.  
 Meanwhile, Terry 
 began playing bass for 
 a group. I never once 
 heard them play.  
 Ironically, in college, I 
 was involved in a dorm 
 fire and lost everything 
 including my guitar.  
 Needing books, clothing, 
 shelter and money, 

 replacing the guitar 
 became a very low priority. 

 I completely stopped playing for the next ten 
 years.  In the meantime Terry was away in 
 college and playing by himself often.  He 
 became an impressive bass player.  I decided 
 that I wanted to play again, bought a guitar 
 and humbly started over. I began piecing 
 together modest recording equipment for no 
 other reason than to listen to myself practice. 
 When Terry came into town we would get 
 together and record, never knowing what we 
 were going to play.   Many times we’d start 
 the drum machine and just let it fly.  There 
 were many magical moments from those 
 sessions. Afterwards, the two of us would 
 head out to a local jam session, our usual 
 routine.

 AR:  With what bands and when did 
 you start performing live?
 LR:   I started performing live with EMC. We 
 played funk, rock and Motown. Then myself 
 and the keyboard joined another band named, 
 Umoja.  We rehearsed for six months with the 
 plan of playing the Akron-Canton circuit, 
 three nights a week.   We always had 
 personnel setbacks and one day I decided I 
 better go to college.  While in college I 
 performed in quite a few campus festival and 
 shows until the fire.

 AR:   Current challenges? 
 LR:   They are numerous.  The largest is 
 keeping your core group together.  It never 
 fails that after you’ve been together a while 
 and built a fairly vast repertoire of music 
 that’s well known but not often covered, 
 something happens and a member has to drop 
 out for one reason or another.  All of the 
 sudden your repertoire (unique covers and 
 originals) has gone from fluffy to flat, 
 overnight. Another major challenge is that 
 most people want to categorize a band.  
 Instead of asking questions like; does your 
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JOIN US FOR

Live Entertainment by
Cowboy Donnie!

Try Our Prize Winning

3rd Place Winner at the 
2007 National Hamburger Festival

(Creative Toppings Category)

Monday - Closed
Tue.-Thurs. - 4pm to Midnight

Friday - 4pm to 1am • Saturday - 3pm to 1am
Sunday - Noon to Midnight

Every Friday

Nite Starz
Karaoke
is Back!

520 FAIRPORT NURSERY ROAD • PAINESVILLE • 440-354-9753
Next to Painesville Speedway

$1.00 Hamburger (Dine-In Only)
$1.00 Tacos (Dine in Only)

25¢ Wings (Dine in Only)
Lake Steak Sandwich with Fries $4.99

Perch Sandwich & Fries $4.99 Lunch
Prime Rib Dinner $12.99

AYCE Spaghetti Dinner $4.99

NOW CATERING FOR
PRIVATE PARTIES

Everyday at 6:30am

Drinks half price for Ladies.
Bring a friend ... receive a special gift!

Fri & Sat 8pm

FreePool

Super Bowl Party!

Thurs, Fri & Sat • 8pm

 band play originals or covers? Who are some 
 of the artists that you cover? What songs by 
 those artists do you cover?  The question I 
 most often hear is, “what kind of music do 
 you play?”  This frustrates me because in my 
 opinion there are only two genres of music: 
 1-music you like and 2- music you don’t 
 like.  Our repertoire consists of blues, jazz, 
 funk, R&B, pop, rock, Latin and everything 
 in between.

 AR: Biggest influences?
 LR:   Without a doubt my parents. I would be 
 nothing without them and I was lucky 
 enough to have a wonderful childhood.  It’s 
 ironic that you really have to experience life 
 as an adult to really realize how good you 
 had it as a kid.

 AR:  Tell me about some of the great 
 musicians you have played with.
 LR:   From playing the House of Swing over 
 the years I have had the good fortune of 
 playing with Greg Bandy, and a chance to 
 listen to Bobby Few one night. The great 
 Hammond B3’er Pierre Sward from Sweden 
 hung out with us one night.  Bill Dickens 
 was doing a clinic one night at Guitar Center 
 and brought the employees to the House of 
 Swing. He pulled out this 7-string Conklin 
 bass and proceeded to play his ass off.  As 
 for as the Reid Project is concerned, at some 
 point over the years I’ve done gigs with 
 Mike Calhoun (guitar), Craig Lee (bass), 
 Eric Spearmon (bass),  James Evans (drums),  
 Germaine Lockhart (sax), Rob Williams 
 (sax) and many others.

 AR:  How many years have you been 
 playing guitar?
 LR:   Wow, I had to think about that.  I have 
 been playing for twenty-seven years now.

 AR:  Speaking of guitars, tell me 
 about all of those guitars you have 
 pictures of on you’re My Space!
 LR:   I have a lot of guitars and in the 
 constant pursuit of tone; I have modified a 
 number of them.  Some of my main guitars 
 are a Fender Tex Mex Stratocaster with Bill 
 Lawrence L-280 pick ups, a Fender 
 Telecaster ’62 Custom with L-290 pick ups, 
 a PRS SE Soapbar II, a Gibson Les Paul 
 Custom,  a Jay Turser JT-134 with Bill 
 Lawrence L-450 pickups, a Jay Turser JT-
 142, a Stromberg Newport, a Yamaha 
 Pacifica 112, a Yamaha AEX500,  and a 
 Hamer Sunburst Archtop with Bill Lawrence 
 L-500 pick ups.

 AR:  What do you like about 
 Cleveland?
 LR:  Cleveland has a number of things I 
 appreciate and things that I complain about 
 constantly, like weather. Cleveland is one of 
 those places where you actually get to 
 experience four seasons but winters are 
 brutal.  As a musician, you can play out in 
 Cleveland and there are places to play. The 
 downside, you’re going to live the starving 
 musician life if gigs are going to be the bulk 
 of your income.

 AR:  How has the industry changed in 
 the years you have been performing 
 and creating music?
 LR:  The industry has changed immensely.  
 Local commercial radio is a non-factor for 
 local and regional musicians.  Years ago, 
 before deregulation of radio, local and 
 regional musicians had an opportunity to be 
 heard on local stations. On air personalities 
 were a part of the local music scene and had 
 a relationship with local musicians.  Now 
 many commercial radio programs are pre-

 recorded in someone’s basement in Seattle 
 and the show is broadcast on a later date in 
 50 different markets, none of which is 
 Seattle.  Now I only use Seattle as an 
 example but the concept is that there is a 
 complete disconnect between the commercial 
 radio on air personalities and the 
 communities that they broadcast in.   On the 
 other hand, the internet is a viable alternative 
 for musicians to introduce their music and 
 garner interest.  New mediums such as 
 internet radio, my space, digital download 
 services all are part of a new frontier that 
 musicians on going to have to learn to 
 navigate.

 AR:  Advice for young musicians 
 today?
 LR:  Play, play and play some more.  
 Become internet savvy unless you plan to be 
 the next American Idol then it’s the tool that 
 gets maximum exposure for minimal cost.  
 Learn the production end of the business, 
 including recording, editing, mixing and all 
 of the nuances that go along with production. 
 The day of having to deal with large 
 expensive studios and large 24-rtrack 
 consoles is over, there are alternatives.  I 
 have heard many major artists recordings 
 done in small project studios and if you were 
 not told that this was how they were recorded 
 then you would not know that these were not 
 big budget recordings.  When performing 
 original music, understand copyright process, 
 public domain, and publishing rights. I guess 
 Hunter S. Thompson said it best,  “The  music 
 industry is a cruel and shallow money-
 trench. A long plastic hallway where thieves 
 and pimps run free and good men die like 
 dogs. There is also a negative side.”

 A current schedule of appearances by The 
 Reid Project can be found at 
 www.myspace.com/thereidproject

The Friendly
Music Store!

String Prices

In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.
440.352.8986

Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano
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 By Cat Lilly

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

Tues: 30¢ JUMBO Wings!
Friday: Fish Fry & DJ Gregg

Watch the Games on our BIG SCREEN!

ATM
NETWORK

®
®VISA

DRINK & FOOD SPECIALS
 $1.00 All Beef Hot Dogs • $1.00 Cheeseburgers 

Snowmobiles and Trailers Welcome

Now Serving Homemade Pizzas
& Sub Sandwiches

New
Pizza
Oven!

Super Bowl Party!

Board Game Squares (for amusement only)

Get Your Polar Bear Plunge Sponsorships $1.00 each.
See us at the Polar Bear Plunge Sat. Feb 21. at GOTL State Park
Karaoke Returns Thursdays Jan. 22nd with DJ Gregg!

      I t’s a new year and a time for new 
 beginnings. Have you ever wondered how 
 the blues began? The blues is up close and 
 personal, no stranger to suffering. The great 
 blues singers get the message through. The 
 listener personalizes it. Simple and 
 elemental, it makes a statement which is 
 more than the words or the melody - it’s a 
 feeling . 
       The roots of the blues can be found in 
 the primal scream of the African native 
 captured and abducted from his home. 

 Forced onto slave ships, many 
 became so despondent that they 
 threw themselves overboard. 
 Galley slaves were chained 

 together to prevent suicides (and 
 revolt).The blues echoes their misery on 

 the long and horrific journey to the New 
 World. Blues music was conceived of the 
 tears of slaves, once strong and proud, 
 stripped naked and put on the auction block 
 in Atlanta. Husbands were separated from 
 wives, and children torn from their mothers.    
      Slave traders brought millions of African 
 men, women, and children to America 
 virtually since the first settlement. They 
 could bring few actual objects of their lost 
 African life with them in the difficult 
 western passage. They did, however, carry 
 with them many memories of African 
 culture, traditions, and religion, and they 
 found small comfort in music.
      In the African culture, music was an 
 integral part of everyday life, used to 
 accompany work, play, eating, and ritual. It 
 was thought to be a portal to the spiritual 
 world, used to communicate with deities and 
 deceased ancestors, and even to record 
 history. Africans held a cosmic view of the 
 universe, and saw supernatural spirits in all 
 things. In their belief the spiritual and the 

 physical world were closely intertwined. 
 Africans are credited with being the first 
 “storytellers,” and their 
 music was full of 
 superstition and 
 legend. 
 Their 

 deities were often depicted as half human and 
 half animal. When we listen to “Crawlin’ 
 King Snake,” “I’m a King Bee,” or countless 
 other blues songs, we are hearing this 
 influence. 
      African music was basically rhythmic, 

 interweaving smaller rhythm patterns into 
 one, as opposed to the harmonically-
 based music of the Europeans. 
 Instruments were mostly percussive, 

 including hand-clapping, foot-
 stomping, and other percussive sounds 
 made by the body. The African tonal 

 scale was different than the 
 European, containing several 

 “bent” notes, resulting in a “blue” 
 tonality.
      In African societies, work and 

 communal activities were organized 
 by musical rhythms, much like the sea 

 chanties of the Europeans. The leader 
 would sing one line and the rest 

 would sing the answering line in 
 unison as they performed the task 
 at hand. American slaves and 
 chain gang workers used “work 
 songs” to coordinate proper and 
 safe sequencing of group labor. 

 This “call and response” pattern 
 became a mainstay of American 

 rock music. Just listen to Jimi 
 Hendrix throwing out a line and 

 being answered by his electric guitar 
 on “Foxey Lady” or “Purple Haze.”                 
      At the end of the Civil War, the weight of 
 250 years of slavery was lifted and millions 
 of slaves were set free. In the primitive areas 
 of the South, slaves had always sung in the 
 churches that allowed them, at work on the 
 plantations, at hoe-downs and secret 
 underground meetings. Now they could sing 
 their true feelings, and tell their story. 
 Lyrically, blues expresses the true feeling one 
 has when prayers are of no use, full of 
 tragedy and despair. At the same time, in the 
 strangely beautiful African transformation 
 from hymns, the blues has an undertone of 
 hope.
      So the blues was born. The words were 
 new but the melody might be a spiritual, the 
 rhythm of a work-song, or the intonation 
 from a plantation holler. Folk singers like 
 Leadbelly and Blind Lemon Jefferson moved 
 across the rural South, and a feeling grew that 
 combined the musical elements of all they 
 heard and learned - an earthy country blues. 
 Female blues singers like Ma Rainey and 
 Bessie Smith emerged, bawdy and blunt, 
 spelling out the sorrow that comes from love 
 gone wrong.  
      As the South grew, the blues rambled into 
 the cities. In New Orleans, piano players like 
 Jelly-Roll Morton played the blues in the 
 honkytonks of Storyville, the red-light 
 district. By the turn of the century, marching 
 bands were playing the blues. 
 Instrumentalists based style on vocal blues 
 technique. Dixieland bands gave full 
 expression to the mixture of joy and sorrow, 
 while the melody remained constant. For 
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(Across from Haines Rd.)

Beer, Cigarettes, Wine,
Lottery,  Breakfast Sandwiches,

French Vanilla Cappuccino,
Energy Drinks, Bread,

Milk, Eggs & More!EQUIPMENT • SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS • DJ & KARAOKE SERVICE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENT!

440-257-9782

CLEARANCE

Info: Call Ron Carroll
(440)352-9685 or (440)223-4360

www.thebrickhousebluesband.com

Witz End
Sat. Jan. 17th • 9-1:00

 Willoughby

Wing House
Sun. Jan. 18th • 2-7:00
8807 Mentor Ave. • Mentor

(440)-974-2693

(Rick Harrison Benefit)
Lots of Bands & Jams!

Brickhouse Band Starts at 6:00 pm

Freeway Lanes
Sat. Jan. 24th • 9-1

33185 Bainbrige Rd. • Solon

Grand River Cellars
Sat. Feb. 7th • 7:30-10:30
5750 S.Madison Rd.,(Rt.528)

Madison • (440)-298-9838

 funerals, they played slow, sweet dirges all 
 the way to the graveyard; on the way back, 
 they played the same blues, 
 but happy and bright. The 
 early bands (Buddy Bolden, 
 Kid Ory) always featured a 
 cornet, clarinet, and 
 trombone, with a rhythm 
 section of banjo or guitar, 
 drums and tuba. Later, bass 
 and piano were added to 
 the mix, and trumpet 
 replaced cornet.  
      The blues spread up 
 river through St. Louis and 
 Kansas City, and then on 
 to Chicago. Fate Marable 
 was the earliest of the 
 riverboat 
 bands, leaving 
 behind his 
 influence in 
 every port. A 
 drive called 
 boogie-woogie 
 was heard from 
 piano players 
 like Meade Lux 
 Lewis and Pine 
 Top Smith. Scott 
 Joplin, son of a 
 former slave, 
 brought his 
 “ragtime” style 
 out of Texas, 
 settling first in St. 
 Louis and then 
 New York City.  
 In the dancehalls, 

 blues got the “happy 
 treatment,” adding a new light-heartedness 
 and humor to the mix. “Shoutin” singers like 
 Big Bill Broonzy and Joe Turner appeared on 
 the scene, with tunes like “Sent for You 
 Yesterday” that made people jump up and 
 dance. Speakeasies spotlighted a “gal making 
 the world her confidante.”                             
      Louis Armstong grew up in Storyville, 
 and as a youngster heard the blues played in 
 all of its forms. When “Satchmo” sang and 
 played a blues like “St. James Infirmary,” he 
 took an old spiritual and made it his own. He 
 basically invented a new style of singing, 
 adding nonsensical words to set a rhythm, 
 which became known as “scatting.” His 
 virtuoso trumpet playing made his young 
 presence felt around New Orleans, and by 
 1922 he was with King Oliver in Chicago.  
      Chicago became the hub of the blues 
 world in the twenties – piano-players, 
 singers, and musicians congregated there. 
 They found new techniques, refined old 
 ones, and enjoyed the spontaneous freedom 
 of expression. Later on, Muddy Waters and 
 Howlin Wolf came up from Mississippi to 
 make Chi-town their new home. There were 
 refinements, but always reminders of the 
 mixtures that combined to make the blues. 
      In the late twenties and thirties, radio and 
 recordings spread the blues across the whole 
 country. Education changed the words – the 
 grammar was better. Censors permitted mere 
 suggestion of bawdy lyrics. In New York 
 City, a smoothness was injected into the 
 blues by way of the ”stride” piano style of 
 James Johnson, Willie “The Lion” Smith, 
 and Fats Waller, who propelled ragtime. 
 Duke Ellington expanded the style with his 
 “touch of class.” Big ensemble bands 
 featuring solo players were “swinging” the 

 blues.  
      Out of the Midwest came Benny Moten, 

 Fletcher Henderson, Earl “Fatha” Hines, 
 and Count 
 Basie. 
 Record 
 buyers wore 
 out the 
 grooves 
 occupying a 
 fraction of an 
 inch on a 
 Paul 
 Whiteman 
 recording, 
 concentrating 
 on a solo by 
 Bix 
 Beiderbecke, a 
 cornet player 

 from Davenport, Iowa, who had 
 studied Ravel and Stravinsky. Formal 
 education was making its mark on the 
 blues. Maybe the melodies were 
 refined, but when Ethel Waters sang 
 “Stormy Weather,” you knew she 
 had the blues. 
      Today, there is not a place the 
 blues hasn’t reached. The blues are 
 still around and always will be. 
 Blues runs the gamut – warm, 
 beautiful melody, unrequited love, 
 exhortation, 
 wistful pathos, 
 shouting, and 
 rocking. The 
 music tells the 
 story of what 
 goes on between 

 a man and a woman, the 
 good and the bad. With 
 tongue in cheek, the blues 
 speaks to those who try to 
 forget about their troubles 
 down at the corner bar, 
 and then “wake up in the 
 morning with an awful 
 aching head.” This 
 eclectic gumbo of 
 laughter and tears, hope 
 and despair, sunshine and 
 rain, defines the blues - 
 the music of everyday 
 life.

 Upcoming Blues Events
 Walkin’ Cane     Delta Blues

 Harpersfield Winery -Sat. 1/17

 Annette Keys & Friends    Standards
 House of Swing - Fri. 1/16

 Brickhouse Blues    High Energy Blues
 Witz End - Sat. 1/17

 Brickhouse Blues    Rick Harrison Benefit
 Winghouse  - Sun. 1/18

 Alan Greene & Mr. Stress   Rockin’ Blues
 House of Swing - Fri. 1/23           

 Hollywood Slim     Swing
 Harpersfield Winery - Sat. 1/24

 Mary Bridget Davies    Joplinesque
 Brothers Lounge - Sat. 1/24  

 Blue Lunch     Jump Blues
 HarpersfieldWinery - Sat. 1/31

 Kristine Jackson     Traditional Blues
 Brothers Lounge - Sat. 1/31

 Real Deal Blues Band     Authentic Blues
 House of Swing - Sat. 1/31

 Mojo Big Band 
 Big Swing Band
 Brothers Lounge 
 - Every Monday



 20  www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999  January 14 -February 4, 2009

Home of Lobster Lasagna 
& Sea Monster Soup

5457 Lake Road • Geneva-on-the-Lake • 440.415.1080

Gift Certificates
Available!

www.sandychanty.com

Try our Smoked
Lobster Dip!

Music Every Weekend
Kitchen Open til 10:00 p.m.

Winter Hours: Open Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun

CLOSED for the MONTH of JANUARY

Thanks to our customers 
for another great year!!! 

Come see us when we re-open for 
Valentine’s Day 2009!

 By Patt Bowen
�&II>�@IL�;�7CHN?L ’�M�$;S

 C hilled to the bone on these cold 
 winter days and even colder nights?  Liquid 
 savory foods like a hearty soup will spark 
 memories of long-ago hearth kitchens.  

 When one looks back through the centuries, 
 soup was of paramount importance to the 
 diet; so much so that it was on every table.  
 Travelers carried  cake soup , or otherwise 
 easily re-constituted, so-called  pocket soup
 on long journeys.  The herbs and vegetables 
 of the terroir gave each soup its own distinct 
 flavor.  

 Soups are enriched by the good things that 
 are cooked in it.  Patt’s Pozole Soup recipe 
 below provides a stout meal, and is 
 guaranteed to warm you to the bone.

 Patt�s Pozole Soup
 Ingredients:
 • 1/4 cup vegetable oil
 • 2 medium onions chopped
 • 2 lbs. pork cubed (boneless) + (flour for 
   dusting)
 • 4 cans pinto beans (do not drain)
 • 2 cans hominy (drained)
 • 1/2 cup carrots chopped
 • 1/2 cup celery chopped
 • 1/4 cup green chilli chopped
 • 2 tbl. chilli powder
 • 3 tbl. oregano
 • 6 tbl. fresh cilantro chopped
 • 1 tbl. crushed coriander
 • 5 cups chicken broth

 Directions:
 1. Dust pork with flour + saute with onions 
 in vegetable oil
 2. In 8 qt. soup pot, combine pinto beans, 
 hominy, carrots, celery, chilli, chilli powder 
 + chicken broth. Bring to a boil for 10 
 minutes
 3. Add browned pork + onions, plus rest of 
 ingredients

 4. Simmer 45 minutes
 5. Garnish with 
 chopped black olives 
 and thin onion slices
 *Optional:  Add 
 jalapeno peppers to 
 taste

      Soups can be 
 made in many 
 forms throughout 
 the year: cold, 
 clear, bouillion, 
 consomme, puree, 
 stewed, bisque, 

 creamed and 
 veloute.

 Here’s a  historical soup recipe  (interpreted 
 from the “Williamsburg Art of Cookery”) 
 transported to Virginian shores circa 1729:

 3-4 lbs. beef (knuckles, brisket, rump, steak)
 Add water to cover and bring to boil
 Reduce to simmer
 Add 2 sliced onions
 Add salt + pepper
 Partially cover for 2 hours over low heat
 Skim off periodically as it simmers
  
 Add 1 cup barley
 Cook 1 hour
 Add 1 bundle thyme + parsley
 Add 3 cups sliced carrots
 Add 3-4 cups diced rutabaga
 Add 2 cups sliced celery
 Cook 1 hour
  
 Add 16 oz. can whole tomato
 Add 8 oz. can tomato sauce
 Add 1/3 cup fresh lemon juice
  
 Cook 30 minutes
 Slice meat to serve

      As an introduction to a meal, or as a 
 hearty meal itself, soups are traditionally 
 served with toasted bread, biscuits or 
 crackers - the latter being a lighter biscuit of 
 British origin.They were invented to have a 
 longer shelf life so as to be carried away on 
 extended journeys.

      Making crackers is not as difficult as you 
 may think.  Crackers taste their best when 
 completely cooled.  When following this 
 recipe below, you may vary the flavor by 
 adding a little of your own spice blends with 
 various powdered cheeses.  They are a great 
 companion to any soup tureen.

 Cracker Recipe

 Preheat oven to 425 degrees
 Blend together 1 1/2 cups of self-rising flour
 Add 1/2 cup Parmesan or Romano cheese
 Add 1 tsp. yeast
 Add 1/4 tsp. salt
 Add 1/4 tsp. black pepper
  
 Work in 1/4 cup softened butter until 
 crumbly
 Add 1/3 to 1/2 cup ice water (so dough is 
 cohesive but not too moist)
 Divide in half + cover with plastic wrap
 Let rest at room temperature for 1 hour
  
 1. Roll dough on floured surface to
     approximately 1/16 inch thick
 2. Cut to favorite cracker size 
 3. Transfer to ungreased or parchment-lined
     baking sheet
 4. Prick each cracker with fork
 5. Repeat with remaining dough
  
 Bake 6 to 8 minutes
 Reverse baking sheet at midpoint

  
 One final thing to remember: crackers 
 brown easily!

 We all look forward to the reopening of The 
 Sandy Chanty after the January hiatus. In 
 February we can once again enjoy Chef 
 Patt Bowen’s outstanding cuisine, eclectic 
 ambiance, and great music. A thank you to 
 Patt for the recipes and info and a toast to a 
 great 2009!
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DRIVE-THRU OPEN

SURF www.SeekersCoffeeHouse.com

9443 Mentor Ave. • Mentor
(Near Half Price Books)

440-255-JAVA

Showers, Birthdays,
Catered Meetings
& To-Go Catering

Mondays: Open Mic
Signups 6:00 • Show starts 6:30

Tuesdays: Family Dinner with Karaoke • 5pm
Wednesdays: Youth Karaoke Night • 6pm

Thursdays: “Music that Moves” Open Mic • 7pm
Fridays  & Saturdays: Professional Bands
Closed on Sundays unless catering inside.

 The  ELVIS BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE  returns 
 to PlayhouseSquare January 18th

      G rab your party hat and get ready to 
 sing Happy 74th Birthday to The King of 
 Rock n Roll!  20 years strong and lots of 
 birthday cake later,  The Elvis Birthday 
 Tribute  features over two hours of live 
 music and recreates the memorable Elvis 
 eras including his rockabilly beginnings, the 
 military years, the movie years and his 
 comeback, all the way up to his Las Vegas 
 days. 

      If you’ve seen it before you NEED to see 
 it again, over 50 Elvis songs, along with all 
 our Elvis’s decked out in the King’s flashy 
 fashion.  The show will feature Shawn Klush 
 (the acclaimed #1 Elvis performer in the 
 country, who was featured in the 1999 CBS-
 TV movie “Shake Rattle & Roll”, Donny 
 Edwards and Ryan Pelton. They are joined 
 by host D.J. Fontana, Elvis’ original 
 drummer, The Fabulous Ambassadors Show 
 Band and Rivington Station. 

       Shawn Klush  was named the Ultimate 
 Elvis Tribute Artist of 2007 by Elvis Presley 
 Enterprises. Shawn was named the World’s 
 Greatest Elvis by the BBB1 in London. 

 Shawn brings the electrifying magic 
 to the stage. Shawn is the closest 
 thing to the king in concert.

      Donny Edwards  was ABC 
 Television’s Blue Suede Elvis as 
 seen on the Next Best Thing, Donnie 
 earned third place in Elvis Presley 
 Enterprises Ultimate Elvis Tribute 
 Artist Concert.

      They are joined by  The Fabulous 
 Ambassadors Show Band, 
 Rivington Station  and host  D.J. 
 Fontana , Elvis’ original drummer, 
 who shares intimate Elvis anecdotes 
 throughout the evening.  

       Sunday, January 18th, 2009 at 
 7:00pm.   Tickets range in price from 
 $10 - $45 each.  To order tickets, 
 visit the PlayhouseSquare ticket 
 office, call 216-241-6000 or visit 
 PlayhouseSquare.org.  Groups of 12 
 or more call 216-664-6050 for 
 special discount pricing.
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4 Bands For $3 featuring Charles, Telling 
Point, Bobby Fritz & JK, with Guests from California Nomara

 X-BAND - Plus - Something Else,Stealing 
Griswold, California Flashback 

Metal Show Grip Shifter, Death 
Stryker, A Constant Reminder, Product of Chaos, The Dust 
Was Once the Man 

 80'S PARTY BAND - HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 
& Something Else & Major Bordom

 SOLEGION & BROKEN 

 B Movie Monsters, The Romantic Era, 
Centrifuge, Mudfoot, Limited District, Russdog, Confearacy

 DEAD MANS CURVE, SISTER MORPHINE, 
BLUTOS REVENGE, Extravested Blood & GUESTS

      T he first time I heard Nick Zuber was at 
 least a couple years back in a small venue at 
 an open mic and I thought he was a 
 “budding” young talent that would really 
 shine in a very short time. The dedication to 
 his craft was apparent and his lyrics seem to 
 come from someone of a more advanced 
 age. Now, Nick has gained great momentum 
 and is a sought after act in Northeast Ohio.
      Nick was inspired to be a musician at age 
 18 after hearing his mom sing. Encouraged 
 by her he picked up a guitar and started a 
 high school band. Eventually he went solo 
 and was soon backed by musicians from the 
 popular local band  Magnum Opus . They 

 released two LP’s in early and late 2006 
 titled  Reassurance  and  Write Hear . Although 
 the band enjoyed playing together, Nick’s 
 ambition and drive about the direction of his 
 music and career wasn’t shared by everyone. 
 In early January 2007, he was playing a 
 regular gig when he met Angela “AC” 
 Cutrone; a drummer who he quickly found 
 did share that ambition. They were previous 
 acquaintances who knew they had a common 
 taste in music but didn’t know that either 
 actually played music. AC began jamming 
 with Nick and his bass player Jono Yowell; 
 the chemistry between the three was 

 undeniable thus forming an exceptional trio. 
      Nick recently opened for Howie Day at 
 Notre Dame College, Eric Church on his 
 Southern Tour and Blessid Union at the 
 Barley House in Akron.  Nick has played the 
 major venues in Cleveland which include 
 House of Blues, Hard Rock Cafe and 
 Brothers Lounge.  Also playing for Fairport 
 Harbor High School in what is called the 
 “Get Out Of Class Tour”.  Nick comes and 
 plays for the students as well as answers 
 questions from the students about the music 
 industry.  A CD hand out and autograph 
 session follows the assembly.  Nick is also 
 noted for playing various charities and 
 festivals including Painesville’s Party in the 
 Park.  He was also recently selected as 
 Cleveland’s #3 band by the MyFox8 hotlist.  
 With two albums under his belt and a digital 
 EP titled  Harvest  that was released on 
 Thanksgiving Day 2008, Nick looks to share 
 his music across every continent.  With the 

 help of Johnny Mixxxx at 
 StarMusicMedia.com, they are making it 
 happen. StarMusicMedia.com is an up and 
 coming music industry giant in the Cleveland 
 area who books for the likes of Bizzy Bone, 
 Ray Cash, Fat Al, Cali Miles, Winslow and 
 the Unified Boyz.  Nick Zuber was the first 
 rock band to be added to StarMusicMedia’s 
 list of top notch Cleveland performers. 
      Nick is not a typical artist trying to get 
 signed to just any record deal. That’s not 
 what’s most important to him, what is most 
 important to Nick is the letter or reply from a 
 fan that tells him his music has touched his or 
 her heart or soul. Nick speaks of his journey 
 with bass player, Jono, “We have gained such 
 a great fan base and made so many 
 good friends along the way together, this is 
 all such a great blessing.”
 Johnny Mixxxx mentions one of the 
 platforms they are currently working with 
 “We are now putting together mini concerts 
 which feature Nick as the headliner.  Nick is 
 giving some up and coming bands in the 

 By Sage Satori
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38501 Lakeshore Blvd. • Willoughby
At the intersection of Lakeshore & Lost Nation Rd. • 440 942-6520

NEVER
A COVER
CHARGE

25¢ A WING DINE-IN
ONLY

HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm
$1.25 DOMESTICS & WELL DRINKS

TRY OUR NEW

"WITZ BITZ" 
SANDWICHES!

Fri. Jan. 16:
Generation Landslide

Sat. Jan. 17: 
Brickhouse Blues Band

Sat. Jan 24: Horizontal Party

Fri. Jan 30: 
Lords of the Highway

Sat. Jan 31: The Allies

TUES. & THURS.

$7.00 Buckets 
of BeerWEEKENDS

FRI & SAT
BANDS AT

9PM

Musician’s Night
with Ted Riser 8-12

WEDNESDAYS

Fri. Jan 23: Probable Cause

4949 Golf Ave. 
Geneva-on-the-Lake 

440-466-3030

Call for Lunch
& Dinner Specials

Enjoy Sporting Events 
on our Big Screen!

Kitchen Hours: Mon-Thurs: 11-8
Fri & Sat: 11-9 • Sun: 12-8

Thurs. Jan. 22 &
Thurs. Feb. 5 & 19

7:00-10:00pm
Hosted by Don Perry & Jim Fuller

OPEN
ALL YEAR

ROUND!

Family Restaurant & Lounge

SPECIALS
Every Day:

8oz. Strip Steak Dinner $699

Monday:
AUCE Spaghetti Dinner $499

Friday:
AUCE Fish Dinner $699

 Lake County area the opportunity to perform 
 shows with him at various venues.  Bands 
 such as Everything Zen, Magnum Opus and 
 Tom Evanchuck, who bring out a great show 
 full of different styles of music.” 
      When attending a Nick Zuber show you 
 may experience vibes of inspiration that 
 resonate from his mellow acoustic selections 
 to the rockin upbeat Dave Matthews style 
 songs. The mix is mostly original music with 
 about 30 percent of the show containing 
 cover songs. Nick’s heartfelt ballads and 
 intricate guitar work are most definitely 
 highlights of any evening spent with this 
 band. 

 Some of upcoming Nick Zuber shows are 
 listed below:
 • Jan. 17, 2009 - 9:00P 
   Sam & Tommy’s  Painesville
 • Jan. 23, 2009 - 7:30P
   Grand River Cellar  Winery Madison 
 • Jan. 24, 2009 - 9:00P
   The Storm Cellar  Painesville 
 • Feb. 8, 2009 - 8:00P
   Wilberts Food & Music  - Opening For
   Lucas Cates Cleveland

      The schedule for the year is filling fast 
 and available at www.myspace.com/
 nickzuber along with some great photos and 
 tracks from his newest digital EP.

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures
Tom Todd's new CD

is now available
at all Tom's gigs! 

Jan. 16 & 17
Pipers Three Restaurant

Broadview Hts. 8 - 12

Sat. Jan 24:
Barrel Room Winery

Wickliffe 8 - 11

Jan. 30 & 31
Pipers Three Restaurant

Broadview Hts. 8 - 12
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 By West Side Steve

Friday, Jan. 23:
www.DOCKTRASH.COM

Thursday, Jan. 29:
On Tap • Montrose • 8:00 PM

Friday, Jan 30:
McCarthy's Ale House • 7:00 PM

Lakewood
Saturday, Jan. 31:

Mullarkey's Irish Pub • 10:00 PM
Willoughby

Friday, Feb. 6: McCarthy's Ale House
7:00 PM • Lakewood

Saturday, Feb. 7: Toledo Sailing Club
Open To The Public!!!!!!!!!!

Friday, Feb. 13: Old Mill Winery
7:30 PM • Geneva

Saturday, Feb. 14: Smuggler's Cove
8:00 PM at the Rodeway Inn • Medina

www.lostsheepband.com

 Valkyrie
 MGM • PG 13 • 120 min
      As is usually the case in an imitative 
 Hollywood no less than three WW2 films hit 
 the theaters at once.
      One is Daniel Craig in DEFIANCE, an 
 escape film and GOOD starring Viggo 
 Mortensen  as a decent man caught up in the 
 Nazi movement.
      Of course the one with the biggest budget 
 and most star power via Tom Cruise is 
 VALKYRIE, the story of a failed coup 
 against Adolph Hitler.
      The buzz hasn’t been good for this one 
 beginning with the addition of director Bryan 
 Singer whose best work to date is 1995 
 classic THE USUAL SUSPECTS. I don’t 
 forgive him for stinking up last years 
 SUPERMAN RETURNS and he’s 
 apparently slated for yet another try in 2010, 
 but I digress.
      The studio passed on a critics viewing, 
 never a positive sign, and rumors of overruns 
 and on set squabbles were rampant.
      Tom Cruise gets a bad rap for reasons 
 unrelated to his acting as I see it. There are 
 some roles he can play as well or better than 
 anyone in the business, but here he seems to 
 be miscast. That isn’t his fault but there’s no 
 point in the film that you ever forget he’s a 
 megastar so he never really blends in with 
 the solid cast, which includes Tom Wilkinson 
 and the great Kenneth Branagh.
      The film itself is rather dark and 
 deliberate but while it is an interesting 
 account of actual historical episode the 
 suspense factor is blunted by just that fact. 
 You see we know that Hitler wasn’t 
 assassinated though it’s interesting to 
 speculate on how world events would have 
 played out if he had. 
       I guess the concern wasn’t that 
 VALKYRIE would be panned but merely 
 “damned by faint praise.”
 Slightly above average is the most anyone 
 can say.

 C+

 Frost Nixon
 Universal • R • 122 min
      Americans have always had a penchant 
 for deifying and demonizing those in the 
 public eye. The fame and or infamy we 
 assign to the celebrity class create legends, 
 which take the place of history as years go 
 by.
      There are few more vilified that ex 
 President Richard Nixon who has become 
 the bogeyman for an entire group of political 
 ideologues.

      One of the themes 
 of FROST NIXON, the 
 account of the details 
 leading up to the 
 famous TV interview is 
 just that double 
 standard. While the 
 charismatic Jack 
 Kennedy got a free pass 
 despite tales of 
 political corruption, 
 policy blunders, 
 womanizing, alcohol 
 and drug abuse, 
 “Tricky Dick” was 
 despised for a relatively minor cover up of a 
 relatively minor (or third rate as G Gordon 
 Liddy called it) burglary.
      The idea that his actual accomplishments 
 as president were ignored while “enemies” 
 droned on over Watergate haunted the man 
 for the rest of his days.
      FROST NIXON does indeed have a 
 political point of view, yet it’s still a movie 
 and Ron Howard is one of the few directors 
 who can bridge that gap without rancor.
 Sure the film leans left but it’s never in 
 danger of toppling over.  You can see Nixon 
 as a villain or just misunderstood as you 
 choose but I’m sure you’ll be impressed 
 by Frank Langellas performance. No 
 doubt there will be an Oscar 
 nomination in store.
 Michael Sheen, however, 
 seems to make David Frost 
 more charismatic and better 
 looking than I remember him to 
 be.  I guess this is a subtle way 
 to draw distinction between the 
 two.
      We don’t know how much of 
 the dialog or events are 
 verbatim and how much are 
 created for effect but in the 
 end it is a fascinating look at a 
 period of American politics 
 we only vaguely remember. It 
 was the dawn of American politics as 
 American Idol.

 B

 Gran Torino
 Warner Brothers • R • 116 min
      Hey gang, do yourself a favor and see 
 this one before you read the review. I think 
 you’ll be happier to see the story unfold 
 without any precognition if you can.

      In American cinema, the definition of 
 anti-hero may well be Clint Eastwood 
 From the spaghetti westerns through the 

 Harry Callahan era and well 
 into his directorial enterprises Eastwood has 
 blurred the line between the good the bad 
 and, well you get it. His latest, GRAN 
 TORINO, is a classic redemption film about 
 a bitter old widower, Walt Kowalski 
 (Eastwood) turned reluctant hero
      His decaying suburban Detroit 
 neighborhood has become increasingly ethnic
 and gang activity is on the rise.
 A Korean War vet, Kowalski isn’t happy with
 the influx of Hmong (a southeast Asian 
 group) families. That prejudice is exacerbated
 when a Hmong gang forces an innocent 
 teenager to break into Kowalski’s garage 
 where he keeps his prized possession and 
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Lake County's Most 
Screwed Up Country Band!

www.HillbilliesInDenial.com

For bookings call

or shoot us an email at
bobbyjoe@hillbilliesindenial.com

For All Occasions! 
Birthday • Get Well 

Holiday • Housewarming 
Congratulations

Thank You • Thinking of You

440.257.3557

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

Daily Specials
Open 7 Days • 6:30am-2:30am

Full Kitchen Menu
Breakfast Served 7-10:30am

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306

c 

h 
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 symbol of a vanished era, a mint condition 
 Ford Gran Torino.
 As the events unfold Kowalski will become 
 mentor to the young man and a friend and 
 protector to the family as the gang conflict 
 becomes ugly.
      The sad old man is suddenly forced to 
 sort out the demons in his life. He’ll gain 
 respect for a seemingly inexperienced young 
 Priest, and face the painful results of his own 
 unbending ways on his own family. All this 
 takes place before the climax, somewhat 
 reminiscent of 1938 classic ANGELS WITH 
 DIRTY FACES.
      GRAN TORINO isn’t perfect as I see it. 
 There are small portions of dialogue that 
 seem forced to me, and a little of the 
 intended humor don’t ring true, but then 
 again these are pretty insignificant gripes in 
 an otherwise excellent film.
      This is as compelling a story and moral as 
 you’ll see on screen, and I’ll bet Eastwood 
 will need to get his tuxedo pressed one more 
 time.

 A-

 WSS
 westsidesteve@aol.com

Clean, Friendly Atmosphere

25¢ Mini Taco Night

Customer Appreciation Night
Happy Hour Extended to 9pm

     50¢ Hot Dogs & Free Pool!

25¢ Shrimp Night

Karaoke with Nite Starz
9pm-1:30am

Open 11am to 2:30am Mon-Sat • Closed Sundays
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www.thegirlsband.com

The
Girls

Friday, January 30th
Fox 8 Morning Show

Channel 8

Saturday,  January 31st
Spectators

Willoughby - 9 p.m.

Friday, February 6th
The Wild Olive

Mentor - 9:30 p.m.

Your romance
specialist

440-344-6348

... THINK TWICE ... ;)
Naughty or Nice

OR SHOP ON-LINE!

Cheri

Free
Party!
Free

Products!

Keep things
  sizzlin’ while

    it’s cold
     outside!

Girl’s Night In

www.CherylWagner.PureRomance.com

       I  know what you’re thinking… it’s been 
 three weeks since the last issue and brain 
 matter is starting to ooze from your eyes 
 nose and ears after three weeks of 
 continuous assault from the n-n-n-normal 
 people messing about in 
 your world.
      There are a lot of 
 sickos on the loose right 
 now that’s for sure.  
 We’ve got the new 
 recruits getting ready for 
 the big “Jesus Obama 
 Road Show” which is 
 kicking off its first season 
 on the 20th, they call it an 
 inauguration, and I call it 
 regurgitation!
      Think I’m kidding?  
 Just go ahead and Google 
 the words “inauguration 
 2009”.  You’ll get 
 6,555,000 results!  That’s 
 six million five hundred and 
 fifty five thousand 
 overhyped articles and videos trying to sell 
 everything from tee shirts, coffee mugs, 
 calendars, rugs, and even a Jesus Obama 
 Spiderman Comic book!
      AHHHHHHHH!  Not the comic books 
 too!

 Sickos!

 After this article reaches cyber space 
 however, there will be six million five 
 hundred fifty five thousand… and one!  So 
 there will be at least one article out there that 
 will help you “sanitize your sanity” so you 
 can counterattack the onslaught of crap that 
 the sicko n-n-n-normal people throw at you!

 Glad I can contribute!  
      Not only do we have to fight off the 
 cranial infractions of the Jesus Obama 
 sickos, but also the media sickos as well.  If 
 you continue to shovel piles of crap on top 
 of each other guess what you have?  

      That’s right a bigger pile of crap!  
      The media is constantly shoveling the 
 dread and doom of the economy down our 
 throats, and what good can possibly come 
 from that?

      A big pile of crap that we can stick 
 our heads in to hide from the fear that 
 they are creating for us!  Sickos!
      Uhhh thanks but no thanks, I like 
 to think for myself and I don’t need 
 any more crap in my life than what I 
 create for myself.
      Sure things are tuff.  They’ve 
 been tuff before haven’t they?  The 
 media sickos continue to tell us the 
 economy is as bad as it was in the 
 40’s, but what followed the tuff 
 times in the 40’s?  
      Yeah… some of the most 
 prosperous times that this country 
 has ever experienced, and 
 PARTIES!  Lots and lots of parties 
 with food and beer everywhere!  
 Whoohoo!

 So get your head out of the sickos pile of fear 
 crap and focus on shoveling up piles of 
 HOPE and pile them real high.
     Don’t fret if your piles of hope fall over 
 because that just spreads hope all over the 
 place and may help the sicko n-n-n-normal 
 people get some exercise jumping over the 
 little piles of hope to get to their piles of 
 crap!
      So consider the act of making piles of 
 hope a public service!  Set up your lawn 
 chairs and wait for a sicko to approach with 
 their shovel full of crap, then kick over your 
 pile of hope and watch them dance!  
 YeeHaw!

 By the way… that’s probably not brain 
 matter oozing from your various cranial 
 orifices but real snot!  Yeah there are other 
 types of sickos out there too.  Yucky!

 ~ Snarp
 snarp@snarpfarkle.com

 Sicko�s …  Everywhere!
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5750 S.  MADISON RD. (RT. 528) • MADISON, OH • 44057 

VALENTINE’S DINNER-Friday, February 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
Menu includes: Gourmet cheese, cracker and bread dish garnished with fine fruits; specialty spring 

mix salad served with Feta cheese, caramelized walnuts, cranberries, green apples and balsamic vinai-
grette; grilled Fillet topped with garlic basil butter over Zucchini infused Linguine; carrots in brown 

sugar butter sauce; Dessert Trio for two. 
Seating is very limited and will sell out early. This is a prepaid, non-refundable ticket event. $89.95 per 
couple which includes wine pairing with each course, gratuity & sales tax. Reservations are required.

JANUARY HOURS:  NOON-6 P.M. MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 
Normal Business Hours: Monday  & Tuesday Noon-6 p.m.;  

Wednesday & Friday Noon-11 p.m.; Thursday & Saturday Noon-8 p.m. 

SERVING A VARIETY OF APPETIZERS, GRILLED SANDWICHES, AND DELICIOUS ENTRÉES. 
OPEN  WEDNESDAY NOON-6 P.M.;   THURSDAY NOON-8 P.M.; FRIDAY & SATURDAY NOON-11 P.M.;  

SUNDAY 1-8 P.M.  CALL 440-298-9838 FOR MORE INFORMATION or www.grandrivercellars.com  

JOIN US FOR LIVE  
MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY,  
SATURDAY, & SUNDAY! 

Fri., January 16  
Trilogy (Rock n Roll) 

Sat., January 17  
King Pins (50's & 60's) 

Sun., January 18  
Stan Miller (Jazz) 

Fri., January 23  
Nick Zuber Band (Light Rock) 

Sat., January 24  
Light of Day (Motown) 

Fri., January 30  
The Turnpikes (Rock n Roll) 

Sat., January 31  
Castaways (Rock n Roll) 

SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY  
THE CONTELS 

50’S Doo-Wop Band comes to Grand River Cellars 
Friday, February 6th 7:30-10:30 

This original band from Erie, PA has played with legends such 
as Paul Anka and Frankie Avalon.  Get ready to bring back 
memories.   Reservations are accepted for dining customers. 


