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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPENALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info 4573 Rt. 307 East

Harpersfi eld, Ohio

440.415.0661
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Huge Events coming to the Agora 12/11 
(DVD Shoot) with Frank Marino and 
Mahogany Rush...one ticket on the 11th gets 
a full day and night of 3 full 3 hour concerts...
in between hanging with Frank (more than just 
a meet and greet type of thing)... and he’ll be 
playing stuff they’ve never played live before 
covering his whole career from ‘73 to 2010. 
www.mahoganyrush.com  Think Floyd (Pink 
Floyd Tribute Band) and The Rick Ray Band 
@ the Agora 12/18/10 www.clevelandagora.
com 

Quigley’s Squarerigger Saloon in Madison 
Village will host their annual Toys For Tots 
fundraiser party on Saturday, December 4th 
beginning at 8:00 p.m.  Each year, Quigley’s is 
an active supporter of our local Toys For Tots 
campaign and over the years has raised more 
than $10,000 in cash donations and hundreds 
of toys that go to provide a Christmas for the 
disadvantaged children in our area. With the 
poor economic times that many families in our 
area are facing, the Lake/Geauga Toys For Tots 
campaign will need the support of the com-
munity to be sure that every child has a present 
to open this holiday season. 

Christmas Roller Skating Party December 
11 The Artistic Club at Mentor Skateland 

hopes you will join us on December 11th 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm to celebrate the holiday 
season.  There will be games, prizes, and 
raffl es.  We are expecting a visit from Santa 
himself!  Bring your family and friends for a 
great time!  Admission is only $5 and skate 
rental is available for $2.  Mentor Skateland is 
located at 5615 Andrews Road in Mentor on 
the Lake.  For more information call Connie at 
(440)257-3387.  

This holiday season, the Ashtabula Arts 
Center is holding a number of holiday 
workshops for all ages that are designed to 
make your holiday decorating and gift giving 
both fun and inexpensive.  Pre-registration is 
required for all workshops and can be made 
by calling the Ashtabula Arts Center at (440) 
964-3396.  Snowfl ake Quilling for adults/
teens Tue, Dec. 7,  6 - 8 p.m. $19 class fee, fee 
includes purchase of tool kit. It’s a Hard Candy 
Christmas! For children, adults, or parent-child 
Sat, Dec. 18, 10:30 a.m.- noon $12 class fee 
per person. For all class listings visit www.
ashartscenter.org

A Christmas Story House 3159 W. 11th 
Street, Cleveland. The house used in the 
popular holiday classic “A Christmas Story” 
has been restored to its original 1983 movie 

appearance. Purchased and renovated by Brian 
Jones, a true fan of the movie who sells leg 
lamps for a living, the house takes visitors on 
a nostalgic journey to the sights and scenes 
where Ralphie Parker dreams of receiving a 
genuine Red Ryder 200-shot Carbine Ac-
tion Air Rifl e for Christmas. In addition to A 
Christmas Story House, visitors can explore 
the museum where items from the movie 
are on display, more than 100 behind-the-
scenes photos are featured and movie-related 
memorabilia can be purchased. A Christmas 
Story House is located just fi ve minutes from 
downtown Cleveland in the Tremont neigh-
borhood. For more information or directions 
visit achristmasstoryhouse.com Tickets to can 
be purchased at the giftshop located directly 
across the street from the house. Admission: 
$8 for adults and $6 for children ages 7-12. 
Seniors $7 and free for kids under 7 years old. 
The price of admission includes a guided tour 
of the house, yard, and admittance into the 
museum. Open Thursday - Saturday 10 a.m. -5 
p.m. and Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. year-round 
(expanded holiday hours, see website for 
details). Tours are conducted every half hour 
beginning at 10:30 AM. The last tour of the 
day begins at 4:30 PM. Closed Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Day, New Years Day, Easter, and 
other major holidays. Phone: 216-298-4919
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Now thru Dec. 24th!
Large Century Home Filled with
Beautiful Gifts Upstairs & Down.

Visit a Different Theme
Around Every Corner...

Even Halloween & Thanksgiving, too!

17th GRAND
RE-OPENING

910 E. Main St. (Rt. 20)
Geneva, Ohio 44041
(440) 466-3545

1 Mile East of Downtown Geneva

HOURS:

Wonderful Coffees & Teas
Music Boxes & Water Globes

& Nautical Themes

                    Gifts are just a few
                of the thousands

Glass Ornaments

MISS

PETER & PAUL, 
OF PETER, PAUL & MARY 

PERFORM HOLIDAY SONGS, 
CAREER HITS …AND A TRIBUTE 

TO THE LATE MARY TRAVERS
          
          eter, Paul & Mary became famous for     
          their powerful and political messages
          through a repertoire of songs that be-
came—for millions of Americans—an intro to 
political activism and awareness, touching four 
generations of fans.  Despite Mary Travers’ 
passing last year following a courageous battle with 

cancer, Peter Yarrow and Noel Paul Stookey 
continue the trio’s messages of hope and equal-
ity throughout the world.
       Peter & Paul return for a December 
10th 7:30 pm holiday concert at Playhous-
eSquare’s Palace Theatre where they will 
perform their career hits, songs of the season 
and…a tribute to Mary.
       From the trio’s beginnings at the now-
famous Bitter End in Greenwich Village, Peter, 
Paul & Mary grew musically and politically to 
become true American icons.  Their self-titled 
album of 1962 remained in the Top 10 for ten 
months and the Top 20 for two years!  Dur-
ing the next 40-plus years, their hits grew to 
include “Lemon Tree,” “If I Had a Hammer,” 
“Blowin’ in the Wind,” Puff, The Magic 

ers: the trio 
has released 
a children’s 
book, The Night 
Before Christmas, with 
narration by Mary and accom-
paniment by Peter and Noel Paul on the CD 
included in the book. 
        Tickets for PlayhouseSquare’s Peter Yar-
row & Noel Paul Stookey Dec. 10th holiday 
concert are $50, $40, $30, $20 & $10 Smart 
Seats, on sale at www.playhousesquare.org, 
PlayhouseSquare’s Ticket Offi ce or 216-241-
6000.

 “The Nutcracker” 
Opens December 3 at the 
Ashtabula Arts Center

          iant fi ghting mice, a Sugarplum Fairy,
          and huge toy soldiers will soon be danc-
          ing on the Ashtabula Arts Center stage. 
It’s time once again to take the magical journey 
of “The Nutcracker.” This annual full-scale 
production of the classic ballet about a little 
girl and her special Christmas gift will open 
December 3.  This classic holiday favorite has 
played to sold-out audiences nearly every year 
and, for many families, is as much a Christmas 
tradition as a visit to the mall to see Santa.
        Directed by Shelagh Dubsky, performanc-
es will be held December 3, 5, 10, 11, 12, 16, 
17, 18, and 19.  Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
performances begin at 7:30 p.m.  Saturday 
and Sunday matinees begin at 2:00 p.m.  The 
December 4 and 5 performances are sold out.  
        There is hardly a better introduction to the 
Arts for youngsters than the holiday spectacu-
lar, “The Nutcracker.” You can watch children 
in the audience as they smile in awe of the 
magic unfolding on the stage.  But that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t anything for the grown-ups! 
The grand score and stunning dancing make 
“The Nutcracker” a winning holiday triumph 
for all. 
        Acknowledged as one of the most popular 
ballets of all time, “The Nutcracker” has a 
rich history.  Loosely based on the tale “The 
Nutcracker and the Mouse King,” by E.T.A. 

Dragon,” “Leavin’ on a Jet Plane,” “I Dig 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Music” and the hit single by 
Paul, “The Wedding Song” (which was written 
for Paul’s wedding.)  They won fi ve Grammys 
and produced 13 Top 40 hits, with six in the 
Top Ten.
        The relatively benign pop/folk lyrics of 
their early hits began a change to messages 
of content and conscience as the trio came 
to embrace the Civil Rights Movement and 
subsequent Anti-War Movements.  “If I Had 
a Hammer” became an anthem of the Civil 
Rights movement, performed by the trio at the 
1963 March on Washington where Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. delivered his legendary “I 
Have A Dream” speech. (Peter Yarrow also 
helped to organize that March.)
        The trio went on to raise consciousness 
against the repressive El Salvadorian regime, 
joined and performed at national marches for 
women’s choice, demonstrated in support of 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement and continued 
their long-standing support for the rights of 
farm workers---all the while singing, writing 
songs and performing.
        The last recording they released as Peter, 
Paul & Mary prior to Mary’s death was the 
2009 The Prague Sessions. This holiday season 
plays witness to the last work of Mary Trav-
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Friday
AUCE Fish Fry

Daily Specials & Full Service Bar

Watch OSU & Browns
on Our Big Screen!

Also Serving Local & California Wines

HOME
COOKED MEALS!

WEDNESDAYS $499

AUCE Spaghetti Dinner

HAPPY
HOUR

pm

Book Your Holiday Parties with Us!
Enjoy our Cozy Fireplace!

Prime Rib Special on Saturday!

OPEN
ALL YEAR

ROUND!

Hoffmann, the idea to create a ballet based on 
this fanciful story was the brainchild of Ivan 
Alexandrovitch Vselvolozhsky, director of the 
Imperial Theater in St. Petersburg, Russia.  In 
1890, Vselvolozhsky assigned the project to 
choreographer Marius Petipa and composer 
Peter Ilyich Tchai-
kovsky 

who 
had recently collaborated to produce the 
successful “Sleeping Beauty.”  Petipa didn’t 
feel the story would work as a ballet and once 
convinced to take charge of the production, he 
wrote a new scenario, creating a Sugar Plum 
Fairy to rule the Kingdom of Sweets.  But 
Tchaikovsky, who liked Hoffmann’s original 
version, felt the changes watered down the 
strength of the story. Nevertheless, he agreed 
to the job, determined to fi nish it quickly so 
that he could devote more time to an opera for 
which he had more enthusiasm.
        While Tchaikovsky suffered from severe 
misgivings during his work on the ballet, the 
music endeared itself to him once he was 
fi nished.  “Strange that when I was composing 
the ballet I kept thinking that it wasn’t very 
good but that I would show them (the Imperial 
Theater) what I can do when I began the op-
era,” Tchaikovsky said. “And now it seems that 
the ballet is good and the opera not so good.” 
        “The Nutcracker” premiered in December 
1892.  Today, Tchaikovsky’s score is recog-
nized around the world as one of the greatest 
of holiday classics.
          Ballet Theatre Ashtabula’s full-scale 
production includes dazzling special effects, 
eye-catching costumes and exciting choreogra-
phy and is sure to appeal to audience members 
of all ages. 
          Audiences will watch as a magical spell 
causes the walls of the Stahlbaum house to 
expand and the spectacular Christmas tree 
grows to several times its original size. Witness 
Clara’s little Nutcracker doll spring to life and 
brace yourself for the roar of cannons during 
the memorable battle scene between the Nut-
cracker Prince and the Evil Mouse Queen. 
 Then you will share young Clara’s dream as 
she experiences a beautiful and memorable 
night journeying with her brave and valiant 
escort, the Nutcracker Prince and see all the 
magical events that take place in the enchanted 
Snow Forest and at the palace of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy.

          Advance ticket purchases are recom-
mended and can be made by visiting the 
Ashtabula Arts Center’s box offi ce at 2928 W. 
13th Street or by phone at (440) 964-3396.  Pa-
tron seating is $12, adults $10, seniors $9 and 
students/children $8.  Walk-ins are welcome if 

seating remains available for an additional $2 
per ticket. 
         Also available this year is a “Backstage 
Tour.”  Visitors can fi nd out how the technical 
aspects of the show are accomplished and will 
have a chance to meet some of the performers.  
Tours will be available immediately following 
the 2 p.m. performance on December 11, 12, 
and 18.  Reservations are required and can be 
made by calling the Arts Center at (440) 964-

3396.  The cost of the tour is $3 per person.
          Visitors can get a half price ticket to the 
7:30 p.m. performance on Thursday, December 
16th for each non-perishable food item they 
bring to be donated to The Faith Food Pantry 
at Faith Lutheran Church on Lake Avenue.  
Faith Food Pantry is the oldest food pantry in 
Ashtabula County.  They are in special need 
this season of foods high in protein such as 
tuna and peanut butter.  However, all dona-
tions are greatly needed and appreciated.  
Tickets must be purchased at the box offi ce 
and food donations must be presented at the 

time tickets are purchased.
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

403 S. Broadway
Geneva

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Closed Mon. 
Tues. - Thurs:

3-9pm
Fri. 3-Midnight

Sat. Noon-Midnight
Sun. Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Fri, Dec. 3: Alan Greene Band
Sat, Dec. 4: Stone River Band
Sun, Dec. 5: Open mic with GPS
Fri, Dec. 10: Hatrick
Sat, Dec. 11: Sister Kate
Sun, Dec. 12: Open mic with
                       Tom Todd
Fri, Dec. 17: Castaways
Sat, Dec. 18: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, Dec. 19: Open mic with
                       Brad Pethtel

ALL BOTTLED BEERS $1.99
AND 7 MEALS UNDER $700

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

(With purchase of beverage, dine-in only, please.)

ENJOY PASTA WHILE
LISTENING TO OPEN MIC...

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Closed Mon. 
Tues. - Thurs.

4-8pm
Fri. 4 - 10pm

Sat. Noon-10pm
Sun. Noon-8pm

COLLECTION
SITE

DROP-OFF NEW, UNWRAPPED GIFTS

Hosted by Susie Hagan

Holiday Hours:
Dec. 24th: Noon-6pm (to-go sales only)
Dec. 25th: Closed-Merry Christmas!
Dec. 31st: Noon-9pm, 
Jan. 1st: Closed-Happy New Year!

By Donniella Winchell

Sparkling Wines:
Legends, Celebrations and Fascinating Winemaking 

           here are lots of legends surrounding  
           this beverage. In the 17th century, a
           French Monk, Dom Perignon inadver-
tently ‘discovered’ a ‘wine with stars’ when a 
secondary fermentation accidentally occurred 
in one of his cellared wines. Madame de Pom-
padour said that champagne was the only drink 
that left a woman still beautiful after drinking 
it. It is rumored that Marilyn Monroe once 
took a bath in 350 bottles of champagne. And 
of course, there is the famous Lawrence Welk 
television theme song [with apologies to all 
those under 49!!]
        These are interesting tales – but wines 
containing those ‘tiny bubbles’ have always 
been associated with celebrations of life.  So as 
you clink those tall, slim glasses this holiday 
season, share some of the stories but also ap-
preciate a little more of the story of how these 
fascinating wines are made. 
       The only ‘true’ Champagne comes from 
the French district with the same name.  
However, sparklers are produced in Italy in 
the province of Asti; and in Spain wines with 
bubbles are labeled ‘Cava.’ In the United 
States, where many wineries that once used 
the generic term ‘champagne,’ they must now 
legally call it ‘sparkling wine.’  
        Whether it is ‘Champagne’ or ‘Sparkling 
Wine,’ the best versions are produced using the 
‘methode champanoise.’ process.  Usually, sev-
eral varieties are fi nished as ‘still’ wines and 
then blended to create an  ‘assemblage.’ When 
the blend is ready, a ‘dosage,’ [combination 
of sugar and wine] is added to the vats.  The 
wines are bottled and sealed with a crown cap 
[like the ones on old fashioned pop bottles] and 
laid in stacks [‘en triage’], bottle to bottle for 
several months. The sugar initiates a secondary 
fermentation in those bottles.  Carbon dioxide, 
which would be allowed to escape in a ‘still 
wine’ fermentation, remains dissolved in the 
liquid, creating the bubbles.  Pressure builds up 
to about 75 pounds per square inch. Sediment 

[‘lees’] accumulates on the bottom side of each 
bottle. Extended contact with these ‘lees‘ cre-
ates the yeasty characteristics typical of high 
quality sparkling wines. 
        The ‘lees’ ultimately are removed in a 
process called ‘riddling.’  Bottles are trans-
ferred to specially designed v-shaped racks 
and are angled downward.  On a daily basis, 
the winemaker, wearing goggles and a leather 
apron to protect himself from exploding bottles 
[remember that 75 PSI pressure?], turns each 
bottle about a ¼ turn, replacing it into its slot 
with a slight bang to drive the settled lees 
toward the crown cap.  After several weeks of 
rotating and increasing the slant, the lees all 
accumulate in the bottles’ necks.    
        The lees are then removed by ‘disgorge-
ment.’  The bottles’ necks are carefully placed 
into a sub-zero liquid solution to freeze the 
lees ‘plug.’ The crown cap is popped and the 
ensuing pressure forces out the lees.  A small 
amount of liquid (wine plus an specifi c amount 
of sugar) in a dosage replaces any lost wine.  
A straight, long cork is quickly inserted and a 
metal wire ‘cap’ is placed over the cork.  [The 
traditional ‘mushroom’ shape of a sparkler’s 
cork is created from the pressure in the bottle 
forcing the cork against the wire.]    
        Part of the expense of methode champa-
noise wines can be attributed to labor costs and 
wine lost in the production process.  But their 
real value comes from the tiny, tight bubbles 
which are long lasting in the glass and which 
explode in the tasters’ mouths as they celebrate 
a the holidays, a boat’s launch, a new marriage, 
a baby’s birth or other special occasion. 
        So this Christmas or New Year’s Eve, 
when you lift that glass of ‘bubbly,’ quietly 
recollect the fascinating stories behind this 
lovely beverage of celebration.  

For more information:  
dwinchell@ohiowines.org 

4199 Main Street
Perry Village
(Located at the Railroad Tracks on Narrows Rd.)

440-259-5077

Congratulations Bene Vino Urban Winery Winner of Best Urban Winery in Cleveland by
Cleveland Magazine, Best of Cleveland Edition. Stop in and enjoy some great wine with
entertainment every Friday & Saturday evenings at this award winning boutique winery!

Fri. Dec. 3:
   Legacy
Sat. Dec. 4:
   Yesterday & Today
Fri. Dec. 10:
   Alexis Antes
Sat. Dec. 11:
   Legacy

New Year’s Eve
Join us on

Reservations are required as this 
will be a private event featuring a 
Buffet Dinner of Filet Mignon, 
Chicken Cordon Bleau, Pasta 
with Meatballs, Vegetables, 
Salad, Dessert Tray and a 
Midnight Champagne Toast.  
There will be live music and 
dancing all for only $75./couple. 
Call early, this is a prepay event 
with limited capacity.

T
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440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com
www.thelakehouseinn.com

Book your next getaway at our
Bed & Breakfast Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Hours:
Friday & Saturday 5pm-9pm

Winery Hours: Thurs: 1pm-5pm

New Year’s
    Eve!

Celebrate

Enjoy a delicious
five-course dinner
with a bottle of wine
or champagne!
$125/couple
Seating available from 5-9PM
Advance reservations required

We will be closed December 20-25

Champagne Cake
INGREDIENTS
2 3/4 cups all-purpose fl our

3 teaspoons baking powder

1 teaspoon salt

2/3 cup butter

1 1/2 cups white sugar

3/4 cup champagne

6 egg whites

DIRECTIONS
   Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 de-
grees C). Butter a 10 inch round cake pan.
In a large bowl, cream together butter and 
sugar until very light and fl uffy. Sift fl our, 
baking powder, and salt together, and then 
blend into creamed mixture alternately 
with champagne.
     In a large clean bowl, beat egg whites 
until stiff peaks form. Fold 1/3 of the 
whites into batter to lighten it, then fold in 
remaining egg whites. Pour into prepared 
pan.
     Bake at 350 degrees F (175 degrees C) 
for 25 to 30 minutes, or until a toothpick 
inserted into the cake comes out clean.
      A mixture of buttercream icing and 
your favorite wine jelly makes this cake 
complete.
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ALEX BEVAN

alexbevan.com

Thurs, Dec. 16th

Ripper Owen's Taphouse
Akron, Ohio

8-11pm
491 E. Waterloo Rd
Akron, OH 44314
(330) 785-3500

Fri, Dec. 17th

Winchester Music Club
12112 Madison Ave

Lakewood, OH 44107
(216) 226-5681

www.thewinchester.net

6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

TA   E IIK
Playing 80’s Plus

A Little Before & After!

For Booking Call
330-889-0088

Rusty’s Bar & Grille
Boardman 

Winery at Spring Hill
Geneva
 

Green Eagle Winery
Courtland 

                 8-Midnight
                     Courtland
  Wine Cellar
  New Year’s Party

Local Couple Launches Trebets Estate Wines, 
Releases First Label Muddy Paw

Proceed from Each Bottle to Benefi t Geauga County Humane Society’s Rescue Village

           hesterland, Ohio-based couple,
           Edward and Gina Trebets, share two
           passions – a love for good wine, and 
a love for their dogs. And it’s because of this 
love, and Edward’s seven-year experience 
as the head winemaker at Chalet Debonné 
Vineyards, that the Trebets’ have established 
Cleveland-based Trebets Estate Wines, and 
released their fi rst wine label, Muddy Paw. 
       Featuring two varietals, a locally grown 
Semillon, and locally made Cabernet Sau-
vignon, the proceeds of each bottle sold 
will benefi t the Geauga County Humane 
Society’s Rescue Village, a local non-profi t 
that helps animals in need, and an organiza-
tion the coupe holds dear to their hearts. 
       “To us wine is about the memories 
created while sharing a bottle, and we hope 
Muddy Paw can be part of creating those 
experiences,” said Gina Trebets, owner, 
Trebets Estate Wines.  “It is so exciting to 
fi nally be launching our fi rst two varietals 
under the Muddy Paw label, and we can’t 
wait for people to taste it, and even more 
importantly give back to the Rescue Village 

while doing so.”  
      Added Edward: “It has been a 
goal of mine to 
create my own 
label, and 
fi nally seeing 
it come to fru-
ition is dream 
come true. It’s 
exciting to now 
contribute to 
the Ohio wine 
region, which 
has been 
nationally and 
internation-
ally recognized 
for its high quality 
wine.”  
      The Semillon, grown in 
Madison, Ohio-based South 
River vineyards, was har-
vested in September of 2009, 
whole-cluster pressed and 
cold fermented in 60-degree 
stainless steel tanks for 21 
days. Aged for six months, 
the dry white wine features 
aromas apricot and peach 
with ripe fl avors of peaches 
and cream.  
      Harvested in 2008 in Lake 
County, California, Edward 
received the 100-percent cab-
ernet grape in whole clusters, 
then crushed and de-stemmed 
in open vat fermenters on 
the skins for 14 days with 
French oak chips. Racked 
to barrels, the Cabernet 
Sauvignon underwent a 

secondary fermentation 
for 28 days. Aged for 
one and a half years in 
stainless steel tanks, the 
Cabernet Sauvignon is 
a dense, rich and lay-
ered wine with aromas 

of blackberry, cur-
rants and tobacco. 
Flavors of jam, 
vanilla and spice 
compliment its 
smooth, sus-
tained fi nish. 
      “During 
production the 
process, it’s ex-
citing when you 
realize the wine 
you’re creating is 
going to be really 
special. We hope 
that people enjoy 

both the Muddy 
Paw Semil-

lon, and 
uncommon 
varietal in 

the region, 
as well as the 

Muddy Paw Caber-
net Sauvignon, which 

is a wine you can lay down and enjoy for 
years to come,” said Edward.
      Muddy Paw wines can be purchased at 
Chalet Debonné Vineyards and Grand River 
Cellars in Madison, or on their website at 
www.muddypawwines.com

C
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ENCHANTED TREASURES
4934 West Ave
Ashtabula, OH 44004

Visit us online: www.enchantedtreasuresshop.com   

Open Fri-Sun  9-5  (1 block S. of Rt. 20)

DECEMBER EVENTS
REIKE - Sat. Dec 4, 9:00am to noon, $10 for 20 minutes
WREATH MAKING Sun Dec 12th  (Free)
 Walk ins welcome to Events

CHRISTMAS SALE 15% OFF

1890s home full of unique spiritual gifts and vintage treasures.
Art inspired perfumes, jewerly, angels, fairies and crystals

100% Organic tea, herbs, incense, decorative gifts and candles

2 rooms full of antiques and collectibles

The Force of Kindness: 
Change Your Life with Love 
& Compassion
By: Sharon Salzberg

          istill the great spiritual teachings from  
          around the world down to their most
          basic principles, and one thread emerg-
es to unite them all: kindness. In The Force 
of Kindness, Sharon Salzberg, one of the 
nation’s most respected Buddhist authors and 
medita- tion 
teachers, 
offers 
practical 
instruc-
tion on 
how we 
can cul-
tivate 
this es-
sential 
trait 
within 
our-

selves.
        Through her stories, teachings, and 
guided meditations, Sharon Salzberg takes 
readers on an exploration of what kindness 
truly means and the simple steps to realize its 
effects immediately. She reveals that kindness 
is not the sweet, naive sentiment that many 
of us assume it is, but rather an immensely 
powerful force that can transform individual 
lives and ripple out, changing and improving 
relationships, the environment, our com-
munities, and ultimately the world. Readers 
will learn specifi c techniques for cultivating 
forgiveness; turning compassion into action; 
practicing speech that is truthful, helpful, and 
loving; and much more.
         When we fan even the smallest ember 
of kindness, according to Sharon Salzberg, 
we begin to overcome our own fears, doubts, 
and personal attachments-and tap an endless 
source of gentle strength that is always avail-
able to us. With her graceful writing and six 
guided meditations on CD, this beloved medi-
tation master empowers readers to enhance 
The Force of Kindness in their own spiritual 
practice.

The Energy Cure:
Unraveling The Mystery Of 
Hands-On Healing
By: William Bengston 

          ill Bengston tells us how he began a
          lifelong exploration of the validity of
          hands-on 
healing—and his 
plans to remain 
a skeptic despite 
fi nding astonishing 
results through three 
decades of clinical 
studies.
      Over the past 
35 years, Bengston 
has successfully 
treated many types 
of cancer—bone, 
pancreatic, breast, 
brain, rectal, lym-
phatic, stomach, leukemia—
as well as other diseases, all using a hands-on 
technique that is painless, noninvasive, and has 
no unpleasant side effects.
       To Bengston’s knowledge, no person he 
has healed ever experienced a recurrence.
The effectiveness of Bengston’s hands-on 
treatment has now been proven in 10 con-
trolled animal-experiments, conducted in 5 
university medical and biological laboratories 
by trained, skeptical researchers.
        Bengston’s treatment is not faith based. 
Neither patient nor practitioner is expected 
to believe in anything, including the process 
itself, for it to be effective.
        Bengston does not consider hands-on 
healing to be a replacement for traditional 
Western medicine.
        Bengston is a sociology professor at St. 
Joseph’s College in New York.
        Bengston did not begin by testing mice in 
a lab, producing a theory that now awaits hu-
man application. He went into the lab to verify 
and gain insight into a procedure that he had 
already successfully used to cure many people 
of a variety of medical problems, especially 
cancer. Summary of Bengston’s Research His-
tory Bengston’s fi rst experiment was conducted 
with mice in 1975 in the biology department at 
Queens College of the City University of New 
York.
Mice bred for research were injected with a 
particularly lethal strain of mammary cancer 
that had always resulted in 100 percent fatal-
ity within 14 to 27 days. Through hands-on 
healing, 100 percent of the mice survived the 
disease to become cancer free and to live a nor-
mal two-year life span! This experiment was 
replicated once more at Queens College with 
the same 100 percent success. Eight other rep-
lications, with minor variations, at four other 
biological and medical laboratories produced 
comparable results.
        Just as amazing, mice that were re-
injected with cancer cells did not get cancer, 

suggesting they had developed an immunity.
Recently, Bengston has been undergoing 
functional magnetic resonance imaging (fM-
RIs, which are multilevel scans more detailed 
than CAT scans) and electroencephalographs 
(EEGs, which measure the brain’s electrical 
activity) while in healing mode.
Bengston’s published articles: 
www.bengstonresearch.com/scientifi c-articles/
Most recently: “Breakthrough: Clues to Heal-
ing with Intention.” Edge Science, no.2, Janu-
ary/March 2010, p.5-9. 
www.scientifi cexploration.org/edgescience/

What People Are Saying
        “In both my professional and personal 
lives, I have witnessed what Dr. William 
Bengston shares about energy medicine, and 
so I can accept and believe what he presents 
in The Energy Cure. Human beings have 
enormous healing potential built into them, and 
they, like all forms of life, can survive a great 
variety of illnesses—without traditional medi-
cal intervention. ”
—Bernie Siegel, MD author of Faith, Hope & 
Healing and Help Me to Heal
        “Very infrequently, a scientist comes 
along whose work leads to a quantum change 
in the quality and signifi cance of research in 
some fi eld. Such a scientist is William Bengs-
ton, who is responsible for such a change in 
the recondite fi eld of anomalous healing. His 
results are so extraordinary as to eclipse all 
previous work in that fi eld. Bengston would be 
a prime candidate for a Nobel Prize in Alterna-
tive Medicine, if such an award existed.” —
Peter Sturrock, emeritus professor of applied 
physics at Stanford University
        “Great advances in science and medi-
cine often occur at the edge of knowledge, 
where things don’t fi t in. Often the misfi ts are 
dismissed by conventional thinkers without a 
hearing.  Where William Bengston’s work is 
concerned, this would be a profound mistake, 
because many precise scientifi c studies now 
confi rm that healers and healing are real. 

Somewhere along the line, physicians forgot 
how to heal, and ‘healing’ became an embar-
rassment. Bengston is a harbinger of a marvel-
ous trend: the return of healing to medicine.” 
—Larry Dossey, MD, author of Healing Words
         “Professor William Bengston is shaking 
the foundations of medical research. What is at 
stake is the entire clinical trial process. In care-
fully carried-out experiments Professor Bengs-
ton showed dramatic healing of cancer tumors 
in mice using energy medicine. By tracing the 
path of healing intention, he has found that it 
follows surprising turns and is not easy to con-
trol. The simple model of a controlled study 
does not work in medicine. Bengston’s story is 
one of breakthrough discoveries and a fascinat-
ing tale that is not yet complete.” —Garret 
Moddel, professor of electrical engineering, 
Department of Electrical, Computer, and En-
ergy Engineering, University of Colorado.
        “Bill Bengston has all the creds and talent 
to make it big-time in mainstream academia, 
but he also has the guts to stick to what he 
sees and knows, and tell us about it, even if it 
is way out of the box. Here we have his very 
exciting adventures in healing, with decidedly 
anomalous results. It is to Bill’s great credit 
that he tells it like it is, and sustains the contact 
with this mind-bending material so that it is 
neither distorted, ignored, or blown out of 
proportion. Really excellent work!” —Richard 
A. Blasband, MD, formerly faculty member of 
Yale Medical School
       “Bengston’s research on the healing of 
cancer in mice is an eye-opener, both for its di-
rect implications and for what it says about the 
diffi culty of gaining acceptance for unconven-
tional results, no matter how well documented. 
His methodology is clear, his results are un-
ambiguous, and several experiments strongly 
suggest that his healing technique is teachable. 
Whether you’re a healer, a doctor, a biologist, 
or simply an interested citizen, you owe it to 
yourself to fi nd out what Bill has been learning 
over the last two decades.” —York Dobyns, 
physicist, Princeton University
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The Coolest
Music Store!

String Prices

In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

Please join me for the

New Year’s Eve
Celebration

Quail Hollow Resort
Dinner in the Ballroom

7pm - 9:30pm
In the Lounge

with guitarist
Armand Cadieux

10pm - 1am

DonPerrySaxman.com

 For full schedule,
check website

Wishing Everyone a Safe
& Happy Holiday Season

By Don Perry

          nother holiday season is upon us, and  
           2010 is about to come to a close. I
            would like to wish everyone a safe, 
healthy and happy season, with hopes that 
as the new year arrives, you fi nd that the 
good memories that have been acquired, far 
outweigh the struggles that this past year may 
have presented.
        Although the heart of the local jazz scene 
continues to beat in Cleveland, with some of 
the most talented players and educators on 
the planet, we have lost a few venues over the 
past year where these skilled artisans could be 
found and enjoyed.  Some owners have been 
forced to close their doors forever and others 
have chosen to trim overhead by reducing the 
entertainment schedule.  This situation, as we 
all know, is not unique to the genre or this area.
        To those who have succumbed to the 
pressures of the economic struggle, your ef-
forts are greatly appreciated by many, we wish 
you the best, you will be missed.  To those 
who continue to confront the daily burdens of 
the entrepreneurial world, your stamina and 
determination is admired and respected.  Let’s 
hope that with  the coming of the new year, 
this slow, but steady economic recovery will 

continue to build steam, so that we all fi nd it 
easier to enjoy Jazz, the Arts, and life’s many 
other pleasures.
        As I said earlier, the heart of jazz still 
beats steadily in Cleveland, with a variety of 
styles and sounds, one of which will surely fi t 
your mood. 
        For an intimate evening fi lled with quiet 
conversation, fi ne cocktails and wonderful 
piano playing, The Velvet Tango Room is still 
the place to be, almost any night of the week. 
Some of Cleveland’s best pianists can be found 
at the keys, Monday through Saturday, along 
with a staff who insists that bar-tending is an 
art form in itself.

Mondays - Julie is in charge for the evening, 
with jazz pianist Matt Skitzki.

Tuesdays - Hilary’s Happy Hour, and the jazz 
piano sounds of Randy Moroz at 9 pm.

Wednesdays - Carol mixes tipples, sips, and 
nips. Pianist Jackie Warren and her Jazz-Posse 
at 9 pm.

Thursdays - Carol shakes it up with Jackie 
Warren and her Jazz posse.

Fridays & Saturdays - Pianist Dave Blazer 
provides a most sophisticated sound from 8pm, 
followed at 10pm by the hot jazz sounds of 
pianist Randy Moroz with “The Legend” Jesse 
Dandy on the standing double bass.  Back in 
the day, Jesse Dandy played with Cab Cal-
loway amongst other notables. Dave Blazer 
continues the evening playing at 10pm in the 
backroom and patio, while the pros create your 
cocktails. Check out www.velvettangoroom.
com for more information.
  
         If relaxation is not exactly what you’re 
looking for, don’t worry, there are jazz artists 
who are far from soft and subtle.  On Saturday, 
December 18th, The Winchester welcomes The 
Doug Johns Duo, with Chris Ceja.  Featuring 
Utah Witherspoon on Saxophone.,
Bassist, composer, arranger and clinician Doug 
Johns is a seasoned studio musician, as well 
as an undeniable stage presence.  Doug Johns 
and drummer Chris Ceja have been touring 
nationally and will be joined by saxophonist 
Utah Witherspoon for this show. Visit www.
dougjohns.com to learn more about Doug.
The show will begin at 9 pm. With The Ron 
Battle Jazz Flava Quartet, followed by Cleve-
land Institute of Music graduate, Chris Vance 
and The Chris Vance Duo.
Check out www.thewinchester.net for all the 
details. 

       For those who appreciate jazz performance 
in a true, exciting and intense form that will 
leave you practically speechless, be sure to 
highlight Sunday, December 12th on your cal-
endar. Local sax legend, Ernie Krivda will be 
celebrating the release of his latest CD, which 
is collaboration with colleagues from Detroit, 
pianist Claude Black, bassist Marion Hayden 
and drummer Renell Gonsolves.  
        Ernie Krivda and the “Detroit Connec-
tion’s” fi rst Cleveland appearance was at last 
year’s Tri-C  Jazz Fest, and in a review of their 
Detroit Jazz Festival performance, the Detroit 
Metro Times said  “Ernie Krivda almost blew 
the sun out of the sky”.  How cool is that! 
The celebration takes place at none other than 
Cleveland’s jazz treasure, Nighttown.  This 
promises to be an unforgettable evening for all 
who attend.  Krivda’s career spans 5 decades, 
so I urge you to learn more about Ernie by 
visiting www.erniekrivda.com.
         Join Ernie Krivda and the Detroit Con-
nection at Nighttown, in celebration of the 
release of “Live at the Dirty Dog”. For details 
about the Sunday. December 12th show, check 
out www.nighttowncleveland.com.  

IT’S A JAZZTASTIC DECEMBER

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

Saturday
Dec. 18th

in Mentor
9:00 til Midnight

No
Cover Charge

Our Last Performance
at Cabanas!

 
Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
Happy New Year

A
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           It’s a helluva  thing, killing a man. You
           take away all he’s got.....and all he’s 
ever gonna have….”

      Clint Eastwood’s quasi-reformed outlaw 
protagonist, William Munny, spoke those 
epiphanic words near the conclusion of the 
fi lm “Unforgiven.” Though the statement may 
seem obvious, it lends itself and adds gravity 
to the reality that things change, that every 
action spawns a reaction, like Picasso said, 
“Every act of creation is an act of destruc-
tion.” And vice versa. Simply put, few things 
ring truer than the abrupt halting of a living 
thing. The void leaves one pondering, asking 
bigger questions.
        What’s the relevance? That’s for you to 
decide. Munny was talking about prematurely 
ending the natural lives (and misdeeds) of 
gangster cowboys, but killing anything that 
exists brings forth the same stark revelation.
Last month, word was released that Joseph-
Beth Booksellers’ death was imminent. It 
will cease to be, closing, at the latest on 
December 31st, if not before. (As of this 
writing, a massive liquidation sale is taking 
place with everything, including furnishings, 
20 percent off.)  And in its killing, countless 
opportunities for future memories there will 
be vanquished as well. For bibliophiles, it’s 
more than pitiable, more than unfortunate, it’s 
downright dispiriting. Yes, yes, there are other 
bookstores and there will be more author 
appearances and book signings, but that isn’t 
the point, nor does it particularly import 
solace. This place, this wondrous emporium 
of knowledge isn’t coming back. The multiple 
menaces responsible for its doom are “taking 
away all it’s got…and all it’s ever gonna 
have…”
        Your assigned correspondent’s inesti-
mable experience in that store will never die 
though, every moment secured in the soul. 
The hours I spent in that place voraciously 
reading seem unreal. (At one point, several 
employees knew me by name and I began to 
ruminate on when management was going to 
start charging me rent.) How many invigo-
rating afternoons did I spend there at one of 
those tables writing, opening a vein like Red 
Smith; or listening/questioning/researching? 
How many times did I marinate in those 
plush armchairs on break from a work shift? 
Moreover, how many excuses did I manu-
facture and use to call off from my punk-ass 
job so I could sit and continue a column or 
fi nd out what was to happen to any host of 
characters in the gripping book(s) I was read-
ing? I can’t tell you the shockwaves of joy 
and encouragement I experienced learning 
from the volumes read and perused there; the 
giddiness felt when discovering that a writer I 
admired and read for years had JB scheduled 
as a destination on his or her book tour; the 
subsequent signings and brief chats engaged 
in with said writers. Cleveland may get an un-
fair crap rap when it comes to a lot of things, 

but as far as its literary landscape, it more than 
holds its own. Fewer places held that distinc-
tion with coat of arms honor like Joseph-Beth.
        Back in the day, the store’s Shaker Square 
location was practically my living room. The 
panic upon hearing the place was closing was 
solid, but the news came that they were simply 
moving into a larger, much larger, facility in 
the vast, newly constructed bazaar called Leg-
acy Village. (Part of me still fi nds the ostenta-
tion of that entire center, along with Crocker 
Park and Easton, obscene.) The transition, as 
fate would have it, didn’t bother me that much-
--“The mind is its own place, and in itself can 
make a heaven of Hell, a hell of Heaven.”--- as 
it was always about the books, experience and 
one’s singular attitude. Thank you for enrich-
ing my perspective, John Milton.
        I was fearful that the store wouldn’t 
continue to book appearances, but the new 
Joseph-Beth didn’t disappoint. I had already 
met Antoine Fisher, Dave Eggers, Arthur 
Phillips, James McBride and, the Queen Bee, 
Toni Morrison, in all her literary, sagacious 
divinity, in Shaker Heights, and the luminar-
ies, contemporary and old school, continued to 
punctuate their travels in Cleveland at Legacy. 
It was like nothing ever changed. The new 
locale wasn’t as intimate or subdued as the 
Square, but that didn’t preclude pure moments 
from being established. Pop culture King 
Geek scribe of “Sex, Drugs, and Cocoa Puffs,” 
among other titles, Chuck Klosterman held the 
crowd rapt with his exposition; Rick Bragg 
read from “The Price of Frogtown,” afterwards 
telling me, demanding me, to eat at Betsy’s 
Pancake House during my upcoming New 
Orleans visit; Jonathan Eig signed my copy of 
“Get Capone,” inscribing the instructions “Stay 
out of trouble…” Larry Tye held court like a 
professor, revealing obscure facts about one-
time Cleveland Indian, and subject of his latest 
book, pitching great Satchel Paige; “Fast Food 
Nation” investigative journalist Eric Schlosser 
broke down to the audience how that Happy 
Meal may just not be as happy as one would 
like to believe; and Nicole Krauss, a fi nalist 
of the National Book Award this year for her 
novel “Great House,” signed my “The History 
of Love,” then asked me if I was a writer on 
the tail of my questions to her regarding her 
then recent comments on literary giant John 
Updike.
        Recollections such as these are many 
more, and true, JB wasn’t the only venue 
to produce such moments. This elegy, this 
departing love letter, one supposes, just taps 
the surface of the bona fi de adventures held in 
that store. Ironically, the last writer to make 
an appearance wasn’t really a writer, in the 
defi nitive sense, at all, but infi nitely likeable 
Man v. Food host Adam Richman. From the 
second fl oor balcony, Richman, who knew of 
the store’s impending demise, addressed the 
people, telling them that independent book-
stores are to be celebrated. Naturally, he’s 
correct, and though JB was dealt a garbage 
hand, its life in Legacy paid off more than 

any bankruptcy fi le or corporate suit will ever 
know. So while the powers that be shuffl e to 
plug the gap left vacant by JB’s passing, (I 
can see it now, a capacious superstore with no 
identity, selling outlet Nike garb or discounted 
furniture or other variegated inventory society 
is soliciting, you know, the stuff you’re told 
you can’t live without.), refuse to succumb to 
despair and keep hope alive by patronizing 
other independent organs where the lost store’s 
spirit will continue to thrive.
        Woeful as Joseph-Beth’s end was, many 
independents await you. The following, in no 
particular order, are just a few of many in the 
area more than worth your attention and time. 
Take advantage, explore each one* and thank 
me later.
• Visible Voice Books, 1023 Kenilworth, 
Cleveland. This place ensures a pretty good 
combination: wine + books = A Great Idea. 
They’re not kidding.
• Horizontal Books, 1921 W. 25th Street, 
Cleveland. Absolutely one of the greatest daily 
deals in existence. Buy 1 book, any book, and 
receive 50 percent off; buy 2 and get 60 per-
cent off; buy 3 or more and get 70 percent off. 
• Mac’s Backs Paperbacks, 1820 Coventry 
Road, Cleveland Heights. A neighborhood 
favorite with three fl oors of new and used 
volumes. The late Harvey Pekar frequented 
this Coventry staple. He knew a thing or two 
about writing.
• Fireside Book Shop, 29 North Franklin 
Street, Chagrin Falls. The very defi nition 
of atmospheric charm. And one of the most 
picturesque locations ever. Sit, read by the falls 
and bliss out. But whatever you do, don’t ask if 
Bill Watterson comes in the shop.
• Zubal Books, 2969 W. 25th Street, Cleve-
land. They call it a warehouse that sells used 
and antique books. They should call it a space 
station. This enormous place houses untold 
volumes and was briefl y featured on No Reser-
vations, as Pekar showed Anthony Bourdain its 
inner sanctum.

        *Honorable mentions include any Half-
Priced Books and Books-A-Million location, 
Loganberry Books (13015 Larchmere Boule-
vard, Cleveland), Appletree Books (12419 Ce-
dar Road, Cleveland) and the MOAB, Mother 
of All Bookstores, The Book Loft (631 South 
Third Street), a mere 2 and a half hours out 
of Cleveland in Columbus. This place is the 
absolute f*ckin’ truth, a magnifi cent, 32-room 
labyrinthine goldmine of bargain and discount 
books. If you ever take heed of anything your 
assigned correspondent has written, this argu-
ably would be it.
        M&P Bargain Books 35101 Euclid 
Ave. Willoughby, (440) 951-2665 Most of the 
inventory is made up of gently used books and 
overstock books from wholesalers; however, 
they also carry new releases and best-sellers at 
30% to 45% off the cover price! info@mandp-
bargainbooks.com

“
By Chad Felton

Remembrances
A Stream-of-Consciousness Lamentation Over a Local Lost Gem
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By Cat Lilly

West Coast Seattle Boy: 
The Jimi Hendrix Anthology                                                            

Four CD’s & One DVD
          
           he Christmas season is upon us and a
           new boxed set of Jimi Hendrix’s mostly
           previously unreleased material just hit 
the shelves on November 16th. This beautifully 
packaged set would make a great Christmas 
gift for Hendrix fanatics. While Hendrix 
is generally considered 
a rock musician, he was 
infl uenced by blues artists 
such as B.B. King, Muddy 
Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, 
Albert King, and Elmore 
James, along with soul gui-
tarists Curtis Mayfi eld and 
Steve Cropper, as well as by 
funk and modern jazz.       
        West Coast Seattle Boy 
is an ambitious collection 
of Hendrix rare recordings 
on four CDs and one DVD. 
This exhaustive collection 
portrays Hendrix’s growth, insatiable thirst 
to rise above the normal, and his disdain for 
being bored, which is brought out best on the 
extremely well-done DVD with Bootsy Collins 
speaking as Hendrix.
        The fi rst disc is all about Jimi’s early on 
sideman work with heavyweights like the Isley 
Brothers, Little Richard, Don Covay, and King 
Curtis, as well as lesser known artists Rosa Lee 
Brooks, Frank Howard, Ray Sharpe, Jimmy 
Norman, and Billy Lamont. While some of 
the recordings here are not well recorded, 
the standout tracks include Don Covay’s 
1964 Cashbox number one R&B hit, “Mercy, 

ton’s “Hound Dog Blues” with Chris Wood’s 
sax, and a very soulful tune “Mastermind” with 
Larry Lee’s vocals, a much better versions than 
at Woodstock. The standout out on this disc 
is “Young/Hendrix” featuring jazz organist 
Larry Young, who passed in a hospital in 1978 
from untreated pneumonia.  Buddy Miles is 
on drums and an un-credited bass player that 
according to the liners was probably the great 
Dave Holland on electric bass. This lengthy 
track clocks in at more than twenty minutes.  
It is here that we hear Jimi pushing his limits 
and lengthening his reach into a jazzier zone in 
what could easily be considered the beginnings 
of jazz-rock.
          Around this same time Miles Davis was 
experimenting with similar forms of jazz-rock 
that later evolved into the fusion explosion. 
Davis alumni John McLaughlin, Herbie Han-
cock, Chick Corea, and this 
same organist Larry 

Young were all 
members of 
Miles’ late 1960s 
and early ‘70s 
electric bands. 

All of these fi ne 
artists (except for 
Young) stepped 
out with their 
own bands and 
gathered vast 
amounts of 
notoriety and 
popularity.

          Disc 
four 
covers 
1969 
and 

Mercy,” Little Richard’s 1965 “Dancing All 
Around the World,” The Isley Brothers’ funky 
“Move Over and Let Me Dance,” also recorded 
in 1965, and King Curtis’ “Instant Groove” 
listed as being recorded in 1969. While most of 
these tracks are currently commercially avail-
able, they are diffi cult to obtain, making this 
disc a nice addition to this box.
          The second disc of all previous and/or 
alternate versions is taken from 1967-68 ses-
sions with the Jimi Hendrix Experience. 

Unlike the fi rst CD, these 
tracks sound remarkably 
clear and sparkling remixes 
recently re-engineered by 
Eddie Kramer who origi-
nally worked with Hendrix 
on the same recordings. 
An instrumental version 
of “Are You Experienced” 
shows the beginnings of 
the mind-bending song. 
There’s a hip live rendi-
tion of “The Wind Cries 
Mary” from Stockholm, 
Sweden, and two other 

instrumentals, “Cat Talking to Me” and “Little 
One,” featuring Dave Mason on sitar.
          Disc three covers 1968 and ’69 and 
portrays Jimi in a more exploratory 
direction. Here Hendrix works with 
different musicians like Traffi c’s 
Chris Wood, drummer 
Buddy Miles, and 
guitar-
ist/vo-
calist 
Larry Lee. 
There’s a great 
take of Big Mama Thorn-
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understanding of Jimi Hendrix, telling how 
bored he was being a sideman, how restless he 
was to break out on his own, and how he was 
always thinking about the next new thing, not 
the past. Hendrix was defi nitely “out there,” 
but he certainly knew what he wanted from 
his music. He was an artist that was never 
satisfi ed with the “status quo” in his playing, 
constantly evolving, and a bit controversial. 
In a scene from a British TV show with Lulu, 
the band starts with “Hey Joe.” Midway Jimi 
calls it crap and switches into “Sunshine of 
Your Love” offering kudos to Clapton, Bruce, 
and Baker. Hendrix also spoke about not living 
long and disliked the prospect of becoming 
eighty years old. Near the end of the video, 
he talks about playing at his own funeral. 
We’ll never know what direction Jimi’s music 
would have taken, but he would have no doubt 
continued to evolve and move forward. Last, 
but not least, the box packaging is top notch 
with dozens of great photographs. West Coast 
Seattle Boy is not only an in-depth portrayal of 
Hendrix’s music, it’s also a deep look into to 
his words, eyes, and ears. Enjoy!

Correction: Juke Hounds 
          Last issue’s column included an incor-
rect band member listing for the Juke Hounds, 
winners of this year’s annual Blues Challenge 
held by the Cleveland Blues Society.  The cur-
rent band members are: Doug Barber - Keys 
& Vocals, Gerard Dominick - Bass & Vocals, 
Mary Rose Durdak – Guitar, Bob Gardner 
- Guitar & Lead Vocals, Jimmy Kormanik 
- Harp & Vocals, and Mark Smallwood – 
Drums. Good luck in Memphis this February!!

at

Call us or Stop in for all your
     Special Event  & Party Needs!

Bilicic’s Busy Mart

Tents     Tables     Chairs     Keg Coolers

Phone: 440.466.9111
Fax: 440.466.7222

NO EVENT
TOO BIG OR

SMALL!

Authorized Dealer

Hand Crafted  Wax Chips, Shaped Like Leaves and Flowers

70, starting with a 1969 Fillmore East live 
rendition of “Stone Free” which is hair-raising. 
Two other studio instrumentals merit additional 
mention. “Burning Desire,” much like disc 
two’s “Are You Experienced,” demonstrates 
the evolution of this classic song, and “All 
God’s Children” is ear catching as well. The 
alternate cut of “Freedom” is also an excellent 
addition that must have made for a hard deci-
sion when it was originally left on the cutting 
room fl oor. The live version of “Red House” 
recorded in Berkeley, California, in 1970 with 
Billy Cox on bass and Mitch Mitchell’s drums 
had been a staple and show-stopper of Hen-
drix’ performances. It is also a welcomed gem 
here. The appropriate closing song is titled 
“Suddenly November Morning” which accord-
ing to the liner notes is an apparent footnote to 
Jimi’s sudden and unexpected passing.
          The ninety-minute DVD is excellent. 
Most of Jimi’s words are read by Bootsy Col-
lins, plus there are interviews with Hendrix. 
Some of Collins’ spoken words are taken 
from postcards and letters sent from the road 
to his dad and family. There is a wealth of 
information in this DVD. It describes how 
Animals bassist Chas Chandler discovered and 
developed Hendrix into what he became. Jimi 
speaks about Dylan’s out-of-tune vocals but 
also talks about how important Dylan’s words 
were. Hilariously, Jimi calls the Monkees 
“plastic Beatles.” He left Little Richard’s band 
over money disputes, and he talks about Paul 
McCartney getting him the Monterey Festival 
gig.
          This video really offers a far better 

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. Dec. 4

9:00 to 1:00am

Sat. Dec. 11

7:30 to 10:30pm

BRICKHOUSE
BLUES BAND

Info: Call Ron Carroll
(440)352-9685 or (440)223-4360
www.brickhousebluesband.net

 

 

Weds. Dec. 1
Beachland Ballroom 
15711 Waterloo Rd.

Cleveland

BIG SHOW
with "Coco Montoya"
Doors open at 7:00

 BBB Show starts at 8:00
$15.00 in advance
$17.50 day of show

$10. from the Brickhouse
call Ron 440-223-4360

Sat. Dec. 11
Solon Freeway Lanes 
33185 Bainbridge Rd.

9:00 to 1:00
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           or generations, Akron, Ohio has  
           produced some of the fi nest rock and
           roll the world has ever seen. Artists such 
as Chrissie Hynde, Devo, Robert Quine, Jo-
seph Arthur, and The Black Keys all hail from 
the same little rustbelt city. Shivering Timbers 
now emerges as the newest addition to that 
list; led by husband and wife Jayson and Sarah 
Benn, with Brad Thorla on drums, they’re clas-
sics in that same great Akron tradition: they 
don’t fi t into any mold but their own. 
       The debut album “We All Started In 
The Same Place” by Akron-based Shivering 
Timbers was recorded in three days at Easy 
Eye Sound, the recording studio owned and 
operated by Dan Auerbach of The Black Keys. 
Release Party is December 5, 8:00 pm at The 
Beachland Tavern 15711 Waterloo Rd. on the 
east side of Cleveland.
        Sarah is a captivating singerwhile the 
nuanced howl of Jayson’s guitar work is the 
perfect mate to her sultry vocals. What’s more 
diffi cult to describe is the mood they create, 
which can, at times, entrance and haunt the au-
dience, and in the next breath, invite them into 

a whimsical, foot-stomping play land. With a 
combined musical background encompassing 
everything from punk rock to gospel, blues 
to classical, Shivering Timbers have crafted 
a sound that is at once deeply personal, yet 
broadly appealing. 
       Shivering Timbers’ 11-song album began 
as nothing more than little tunes sung to pass 
the time and entertain their new-born baby. 
Then they played some of their songs for Dan 
Auerbach at his 30th birthday party, and won 
his heart with the simple, haunting melodies.  
A few months later Shivering Timbers and 
Auerbach were busy in the studio, crafting 
those melodies into a full-fl edged album over 
the course of three days. 
        Shivering Timbers played all of the 
instruments on the album, with the excep-
tion of drums on four songs.  The studio was 
a playland for the Benns, full of interesting 
instruments which found their way onto the 
album, including a waterphone, glockenspiel, 
a 60’s Guyatone double bass, Farfi sa, a late-
1800’s upright piano, and Dan’s daughter’s 
toy piano. With 
so many new 
ideas fl owing, 
Auerbach decided 
they should shun 
click-tracks and 
headphones, and 
opted for live-room 
recordings, and 
many fi rst-takes 
made it to the 
album.

LASER FLOYD-ZEPPELIN 
SPECTACULAR

Featuring The Planet’s Premier 
Tribute Bands

DARK SIDE OF THE MOON 
and 

STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN 
Musica, Akron, Ohio

Wednesday, December 29, 2010
$10 * All Ages 

Show Starts at 8:00 PM

           evel in the sweet sounds of Floyd 
           and Zeppelin while your pupils pop to  
           a mind-numbing overindulgence in 
LASER TECHNOLOGY!!!  LASER FLOYD-
ZEPPELIN SPECTACULAR brings the famil-
iar songs of Floyd and Zeppelin to life utilizing 
state-of-the-art LASER TECHNOLOGY like 
none other!  Marvel in amazement as the most 

innocu-
ous and 
pedestrian 
of venues 
is trans-
formed into 
an Electric 
Chapel of 
Wonder by 
virtue of 
the appli-
cation of 
computer-
guided 

BRING THE

KARAOKEABOUT
ALL

www.All-About-Karaoke.com

ATTENTION CLUB, BAR & RESTAURANT
OWNERS & PRIVATE PARTIES...

Great for Private Parties,

We’re not just

WHAT'DA YOU KNOW?

to your customers!

Close-Out on
Karaoke CDs

Over 500 CDs at $400 each!

440-944-5994

GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

Tues: 35¢JUMBO Wings

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Watch NASCAR & Browns
on Our Big Screens

Thursday: Open Mic with Fred Barringer!
Friday: FREE JUKEBOX!

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

New Menu Items!
Deep Fried Pickle Spears;

Chicken Parmesan Sandwiches

F
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www.myspace.com/coveniteclub 

Geneva's Original Rock & Roll Nite Club.

G.O.T.L. (West end of the Strip)

ALSO VISIT...

OPEN ALL YEAR!
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 4:30pm - 2:30am 

FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY 1pm - 2:30am

 GREAT PLACE TO COME WATCH
ALL THE SPORTING GAMES

WITH DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT LONG

BEST HAPPY HOUR IN TOWN ‘til 9pm!

Mondays: Indoor
CORN HOLE

Fri. Dec. 3rd - tba
Sat. Dec. 4th - Bobaflex & Slaves
                    plus guests Sacred-13,
                  Midnight Buford & More
Fri. Dec. 10th - French Blue

SAT, DEC. 11th THE FOX 'NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS'
LISTENER APPRECIATION CHRISTMAS PARTY
FEATURING OHIO'S PREMIER
ALICE COOPER TRIBUTE BAND,
'THE NIGHTMARE'
 ALONG WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

'HAZ-MAT' & ‘TORN DAYS’!

Fri. Dec. 17th - tba
Sat. Dec. 18th - Share Your
                             Christmas Benefit
Fri. Dec. 24th - tba
Sat. Dec. 25th - Closed - MERRY CHRISTMAS
Fri. Dec. 31st - New Year’s Eve Party!

THIRSTY
THURSDAYS!

EVERY THURS. NIGHT
D.J DANCE PARTY

with D.J. M@
$1 DRINK SPECIALS

All NIGHT Long

Proper ID Required

LASER INTENSITY!!!  Featuring the sounds 
of Floyd and Zeppelin as rendered by the 
planet’s fi nest tribute acts, DARK SIDE OF 
THE MOON and STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN!
       Sailing across the frozen fi jords of myth 
and legend comes a Led Zeppelin tribute for 
the ages – STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN.  With 
the utmost respect and reverence for the work 
of Page, Plant, Bonham, and Jones, this ultra-
cosmic astral improvisation unit pays loving 
homage to the classic Zeppelin catalog, taking 
listeners for a ride on the Winds of Thor!  
STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN features Sigurd 
Odinsdottir on guitar, Soren Olson on drums, 
Ymir Umlaut on bass, Sven Svenna on rhythm 
guitar, with amazing lead vocals by the one 
and only Bjorn Frij.  Get ready for a wild show 
including all the massive guitar riffs, colossal 
coliseum-sized drums, chest-thumping bass 
and wailing vocals of a World-Class Led Zep-
pelin Tribute!!!
         A rock opera in real life, DARK SIDE 
OF THE MOON is a Pink Floyd tribute act in 
a class of its own.  Despite constant confl ict 
within the band ranks, especially between 
gifted bassist Lloyd Overton-Smythe and ego-
centric axeman Nigel Billingsby, DARK SIDE 
OF THE MOON brings out an over-the-top 
homage to the groundbreaking work of Pink 
Floyd each and every time they take the stage.  
Their uncanny ensemble sound augmented by 
Simon Oglethorpe on drums and woodwinds, 

and Liam Thatcher-Thames on keyboards and 
synthesizers, DARK SIDE OF THE MOON 
takes listeners on a magic carpet ride through 
the cumulative catalogue of Floyd like none 
other.  Set The Controls For The Heart Of The 
Sun!!!

POSSIBILITARIAN 
PUPPET THEATER

presents “The Against-Almost-Everything-and-
Yet-for-Something Possibilitarian Cabaret” at 
the UU Society Building on 2728 Lancashire 
Rd in Coventry Village for two nights- Friday 
& Saturday, December 3rd & 4th at 8pm. The 
evening’s festivities will include circus acts by 
the Thanksgiving Leftovers Mini-Circus Com-
pany, Music & Manifesto Recitation by the 
Wild Music Ensemble, Necessarily Unneces-
sary Possibilitarian Dances, and a passion play.  
Bread & aioli will be served.  Cheap Art for 
sale.  Free Admission.  Donations greatly ap-
preciated. For more information, contact Diana 
at diana_sette@yahoo.com or 215-771-8287.

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with us!

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER,
Leader Dogs for the Blind
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great-
est writer 
of his age.
       Dickens began writing his “little carol” in 
October, 1843 fi nishing it by the end of No-
vember in time to be published for Christmas. 
Feuding with his publishers, Dickens fi nanced 
the publishing of the book himself, ordering 
lavish binding, gilt edging, and hand-colored 
illustrations and then setting the price at 5 
shillings so that everyone could afford it. This 
combination resulted in disappointingly low 
profi ts despite high sales. In the fi rst few days 
of its release the book sold six thousand copies 
and its popularity continued to grow. The fi rst 
and best of his Christmas Books, A Christmas 
Carol has become a Christmas tradition and 
easily Dickens’ best known book.
       Once again Noble Arts Entertainment fi lls 
the magnifi cent historic Oak Room in Geneva 
on the Lake with holiday merri-
ment. Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” comes 
back to life through the 
outstanding cast and 
crew of Noble Arts. 
       Upon entering the 
Oak Room guests are 
welcomed by actors and 
seated at their tables 
adorned with red table 
clothes, poinsettia run-
ners, candles, small 
Christmas trees, and the 
program/menu for the 
evening. As one looks 

over the drink menu they may begin 
enjoying the fi rst of the six course 

feast; a Festive Appetizer Spread 
made of Cranberries, apricot 
and fresh almonds over cream 
cheese served with assorted 
crackers.

        In addition to coffee, tea, 
and soft drinks there are domestic 

beers, local wines, and a full bar of 
beverages. Some of the special holiday and 

period drink selections the guest can choose 
from include: 
Victoria’s Elixer - Smirnoff Vodka, Peppermint 
Schnapps & Creme de Cacao Light cream & 
Peppermint stick 
Gingerbread Martini - Kahlua, Goldschlager, 
Irish Cream Absolute Vodka 
Wassail - Old Firehouse Winery’s Hot Mulled 
Spiced Apple Wine 
White Christmas - Maker’s Mark Bourbon 
Eggnog & Nutmeg 
Windsor Shrub - Orange Juice, White Bacardi 
Rum; Sugar & Chopped Orange Peels 
Poinsettia Champagne - Triple Sec & Cran-
berry juice Firehouse Spumante Champagne

        To begin the evening a circle of cast 
members join in song amidst the seated guests. 
The scene moves to a backdrop of falling 

               harles Dickens: the name conjures
               up visions of plum pudding and
               Christmas punch, quaint coaching 
inns and cozy fi resides, but also of orphaned 
and starving children, misers, murderers, 
and abusive schoolmasters. Dickens was 
19th century London personifi ed, he survived 
its mean streets as a child and, largely self-
educated, possessed the genius to become the 

By Sage Satori

C
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snow, town smokestacks, and snow 
covered streets. The guests are then 
entertained by Tristan Kujanpaa, 
Brook Collin Hall, and Maureen 
Tanner (the Noble Arts Queen 
of Drama) as they engage in 
a humorous reading of Twas 
the Night Before Christmas. 
This version would crack a 
stone face and reverse the 
grimmest of scowls. The audi-
ence laughed and clapped in 
appreciation, especially after the 
rap segment so “whitely” done 
by Brook Collin Hall.
        The food courses continue as 

the costumed 
characters 
take breaks 
from the 
action on 
stage to 

serve the 
feast. A 
delicious 
bowl of 
Clam 

Chowder 
(Creamed 
North 
England 
style) was 
placed 

before us 
and more 

Christmas Carols 
fi lled the room. 
There are some 
very impres-
sive vocals in 
this cast. The 
next dish to 
be placed on 
the table is 
a splendid 
chilled 
Sweet 
Potato 
Salad 
- with 
bell 
pep-
pers, 
pineapple, 
and pecans. Being a sweet potato lover I found 

this to be outstanding!
         The audience is introduced to 

Scrooge (played in the most dastardly 
fashion by Rob Covert) and Bob 
Cratchit (Brook Collin Hall) as they 
sit working in the offi ce of Scrooge 
and Marley. As the story goes, no 
one leaves the presence of Ebenezer 
Scrooge unscathed or with any con-
tribution. This is the case with all 
the visitors to Scrooge and Marley’s 
including Scrooge’s nephew Fred 
(played by the handsome and in-
sightful, Mykel Riffe. Mykel is also 
the narrator for the performance). 

Neither Fred nor Cratchit can change 

even one corner of Scrooge’s scornful scowl. 
       Continuing with the next course of 

Apple & Gorgonzola Bruschetta made 
with fresh Fuji apples and imported 
cheese on baked baguette slices. It’s time 
for another round of drinks and perhaps a 

bathroom break before the story travels 
to the ghostly visits.
        Jacob Marley, very eerie and creep-
ily played by Brook Collin Hall, is the 

fi rst to call on old Scrooge in his bed 
and warn him of the visitors yet to 
come. As the fi rst ghost (Melissa 
Kidd) glides through the room in 
her white gown and takes Ebenezer 
through visions of the past we see 

a lonely boy at 
school desk 

(not unlike 
real mo-
ments in 
Charles 
Dickens’ 
life). 
The story 
moves on 
to show the 
love of his 
life, Belle, 
beautifully 
played by 

Lori Hare, 
returning the 
engagement 
ring because 
money has 
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www.thegirlsband.com

The Girls Band

Friday, December 10th
Cabanas Island Restaurant 

Mentor - 8 p.m.

Saturday, December 11th
Harpo's Sports Bar

Brook Park - 9 p.m.

Saturday, December 18th
Spectator's Sports Bar 
 Willoughby Hills - 9 p.m.

 
The Girls Band Wishes
Everyone a Very Happy

Holiday Season!

Cadillac
Lilly

Available for bookings, private parties,
wedding receptions, swing dances!

Phone: 440-466-4623
email: cat1954@windstream.net
www.myspace.com/cadillaclilly

The Little Big Band”“

Specializing in Swing,
Standards & Blues

those around him and their true feelings about 
him.

        The last haunting brings the black 
cloaked ghost of Christmas Future 

(Maureen Tanner), the ghost that 
Scrooge fears most of all, and who 
ultimately scares him to the point 
of begging for another chance. Rob 
Covert is nearly as good at being 

fearful as he is at wretchedness. 
        The fi nal course of 

the evening is 
Homemade 
Bread pud-
ding with 

Port Wine 
Sauce.
         

As Scrooge awakens with the 
realization that it is Christmas day 
and that he can still do something to 
change the course of his life, and those 
around him, he yells out the window to 
a boy in street (Sarah Cantrell nails 
this part) who at fi rst is skeptical 
but then realizes that there is a 
large profi t for him in Scrooge’s 
lunacy.
        We all know the story has a 

become the focus of Ebenezer’s life. 
Amidst the bad memories there 
are some good one’s that 
has the Fezziwigs (actors 
Tristan Kujanpaa 
and Corey Ruth 
Woodard made 
this scene 
memorable 
and fun ) 
and a 

younger Scrooge dancing and making merry.
        The main course is chosen at the time of 
reservation and the options are: Beef Floren-
tine or Chicken Florentine served with roasted 
red pepper orzo, or Vegetable Lasagna. This is 
served at just the right moment as the play falls 
into darkness, but it’s ok, we have candles. 
        Dressed in red and gold, the ghost of 
Christmas Present (perfectly portrayed by 
Tristan Kujanpaa) takes Scrooge on a journey 
that shows the harm his actions are causing to 

happy ending with Scrooge as a changed man. 
As the evening draws to a close the guests are 
thanked and ask to spread the word and that is 
exactly what I’ve done.
        The feast is assembled by Joleen Ander-
son and Jessica Keane, the historic menu and 
drinks by David M. Otto.
        Nobel Arts Entertainment is owned by Ar-
tistic Director Brook Collin Hall and Technical 
Director Sarah Cantrell. Nobel Arts presents 
dinner theatres throughout the year and they 
are always well cast and entertaining. Watch 
the North Coast Voice for news on upcoming 
presentations.
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WING TUES. & THURS.

$7.00 Buckets 
of Beer

Musician’s Night
with Ted Riser 8-12THURSDAYS

 

WEEKENDS

FRI & SAT
BANDS AT

9PM

FRI. DEC. 3: ARMSTRONG BEARCAT

SAT. DEC. 4: 7th Anniversary Party
Hosted by Ted Riser

FRI. DEC. 10:
ELM STREET BLUES BAND

SAT. DEC.11: BACK 4 MORE

FRI. DEC. 17: NICK ZUBER

SAT. DEC.18: The JiMILLER BAND
(Grateful Dead Tribute)

NEVER
A COVER
CHARGE

THURS. DEC. 23: Christmas Party!!
FRI. DEC. 31: NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY

hosted by: F.D.K.
Balloon Drop & Champagne Toast @ Midnite

By Ram

       f your a musician or someone who likes
       to dabble with creating music, then you
       have to check out Anvil Studio. Visit 
anvilstudio.com on the web for all the info, 
details and the shareware download. There are 
limitations on the use of the program since it is 
shareware.
 
        Before 
I describe 
Anvil Stu-
dio let me 
explain the 
difference 
between 
share-
ware and 
freeware. 
Shareware 
can best be 
decribed 
as a “try 
before you 
buy” soft-
ware. Some 
shareware 
limits how 
many days 
you can 
use the 
program, 
if you 
can save 
information 
using the 
software or 
even how many functions are available to use. 
Freeware is, for the most part, a free program 
such as a screensaver, game, or pc utility where 
all functions are accessible and no limitations. 
In some cases you may be asked to register 
your freeware program and normally doesn’t 
involve paying for it.
 
        Anvil Studio is shareware but still has 
many neat functions available so let me high-
light some of them. The program is a music 
composing software and includes on the main 
screen a keyboard and music staff. You can 
place notes on the staff using the mouse or 
even plug in a midi controller to play your mu-
sic on- screen. Enter notes from external MIDI 
device, on-screen guitar fret board, on-screen 

piano keyboard, or by dragging notes to the 
staff. you can save and play your composition 
using standard .MID and .WAV fi les. Runs on 
Windows 98, ME, NT 4.0, 2000, XP, Vista (32-
bit versions). Shareware version allows you to 
record and edit a single, stereo or mono, one 

minute audio track and save it to playback. You 
can even add a drum track using the standard 
midi sounds. Here is a screenshot of Anvil 
Studio.

      There is so much to tell about this program 
I have to stop here. Check it out at anvilstudio.
com and maybe even buy the software, its in-
expensive and fun to use. Send any correspon-
dence to me at byteram@yahoo.com

I
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By Helen Marketti

            al Halla has a positive spirit and hard   
           working ambition to follow her dreams
         and make them come true. She has writ-
ten her own songs, released her current CD and 
toured with veteran rocker, Ted Nugent from 
June to September as his opening act. Along 
the way, Val has encountered some challenges 
and setbacks but she has kept moving forward 
with determination with what she has loved 
doing for most of her life.
     “I was defi nitely into classic rock,” said Val. 
“Whatever my parents were listening to that’s 
what I was listening to. I think that’s the way it 
goes for most of us. I remember listening to the 
radio a lot, too. I liked the classic rock and pop 
radio stations. The fi rst song that I remember 
liking a lot was “Africa” by Toto. I was really 
into that song!”
     “I also remember one day very clearly,” 
recalls Val. “My mom had my sister and I sit in 
the living room and she said, “This is the great-
est rock song that has ever been written!” She 
then played for us, “Stairway to Heaven” by 
Led Zeppelin. My mom made us sit and listen 
to the entire song and I remember thinking that 
this couldn’t be rock and roll because it started 
out so slow but then it builds up. It was the fi rst 
Led Zeppelin song that I ever listened to.”
          Playing instruments and writing songs 
has come easy to Val even at an early age. “I 

start-
ed playing 
piano when I about 
fi ve years old and as soon 
as I knew at least fi ve notes I wrote 
my fi rst song which was about my dog,” 
remembers Val. “I was eleven years old when 
I started playing guitar. I was involved with 
church youth groups and stuff like that. The 
worship team would lead the songs on guitar 
and that’s how I became interested in playing 
the guitar. I started writing more of my own 
material once I learned to play. It has opened 
up a whole new world as far as writing songs. 
When I fi rst started taking guitar lessons, grun-
ge music was popular at the time so I found it 
easy to play. I could play stuff by Nirvana and 
other bands like them because it was the same 
style chord and I could pick it up.”
     She continues, “Believe it or not I was also 
into Weird Al Yankovic! I ended up learning 
his versions of songs before the originals. I 
know it’s a strange way to be introduced to 
music and songs but it worked for me. I owe 
Weird Al quite a bit!” (Laughs)
     Originally, from Regina, Saskatchewan, Val 
left home at the age of seventeen for Van-
couver, British Columbia because they had a 
strong music scene that she wanted to be a part 

of. 
“I left 
during the middle 
of my senior year,” said Val. “I knew this was 
something I had to do. My parents thought 
I was being brainwashed by some boy but it 
wasn’t anything like that. They reluctantly let 
me go to Vancouver where I wrote my fi rst 
album. I even returned home in time to gradu-
ate with my class but after graduation I moved 
back to Vancouver.”
     “Bands like Nickelback came out of Van-
couver and being in the music scene there, I 
was rubbing elbows with these guys but didn’t 
feel I was ready yet to share my music with 
them. I knew I needed to develop my craft 
further,” explains Val. “I also apprenticed as a 
sound engineer for three years and learned the 
ropes for recording. I did much of the work 
for my fi rst album. I was learning as much as 
I could.”
     At the suggestion of a friend, Val decided 
she would visit Nashville to see what the 
music scene was like and if it would fi t with 
what she wanted to do. “I had been to LA and 
New York and even though they have great 
music scenes, there is so much else going on 
in those cities whereas Nashville is known for 
its songwriting and that is what appealed to 
me,” said Val. “After visiting Nashville for two 
weeks, I decided that I would move here. Be-
ing in Nashville is all about the songs. It’s very 
songwriting based. There are people you never 
heard of before who may have written thirteen 
number one songs. You can make a great living 
as a songwriter. I became very inspired when 
I came to Nashville. It is Music City. The bus 
driver is also a guitar player, the taxi driver is a 
drummer, everyone here is a musician.”
     Val’s latest CD, “No Place” was released 
in March of this year. Through working on the 
CD and unable to fi nd a record company to 
release her music, Val forged her own path and 
along the way met the right people who were 

able to 
put her on 

tour with Ted 
Nugent as his opening 

act over the summer. “A lot 
of people have told me that it’s all luck 

to succeed in the music business,” said Val. “I 
also think it’s a certain amount of preparation 
that has to go into banking on getting lucky. 
You have to absolutely count on the idea that it 
is going to happen.”
     Val continues, “I spent two years in Nash-
ville writing and recording my album, “No 
Place” before it was fi nally released. I am 
conscious of the way I approach things and 
wanted to have something I was proud of to 
use as my “calling card” to present to people, 
which was my CD. I felt confi dent about it. I 
took the music to record labels and was told 
that I had to choose my genre. It either had to 
be rock or country. I was told I could not stay 
in a gray area and try to be both. The business 
people were telling me that my songs were to 
edgy for country but then I was told it sounded 
“too country” to be rock. It was suggested that 
it would be better for me to consider a hard 
right or a hard left with the music. The busi-
ness people do not understand the creativity or 
thinking outside of the box. They want to do 
what is safe for them so they can do their job. 
So, I put the CD out myself. I thought it would 
be an ideal opportunity that it could fi t in either 
genre but unfortunately, the business people 
didn’t see it that way. I took my CD to rock, 
country and classic rock radio stations and 
received air play from all of them!”
     “That’s why the CD is called, “No Place” 
because there was no specifi c place for it. To 
me it’s rock and roll. Now a days, I don’t know 
if it would be called rock and roll specifi cally 
but that’s what it is to me,” said Val. “One of 
my friends said that I have a grunge-country 
thing going on so he called my music “Grun-
try!” I kind of adapted that genre for myself.”
     A chance evening turned out an audience 
member who provided the next step that Val 
would take in her music career. “I started tour-

V
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ing to showcase my CD at music festivals and 
so forth,” said Val. “Less than two weeks after 
my CD was released I was in Waco, Texas in 
a tiny little bar doing a show for about 30 or 
40 people. As it turned out Ted Nugent has a 
ranch just outside of Waco and one of his good 
friends was at my show that night. He went 
back and told Ted about me.”
     “After that I was doing a show in Los 
Angeles and Ted and his management came 
out to see me. I sang a few songs with Ted in 
the studio and then I was asked if I would like 
to open his concert tour over the summer for at 
least 40 dates! I said “Yes!” to the opportunity 
but felt overwhelmed inside because there was 
so much to get done in a short period of time. I 
had to secure a tour van, hire a band, get more 
CDs made, additional merchandise and fund 
raisers before the tour started but it was all 
worth it,” said Val.
     “I toured with Ted from June 16 through 
September 5 and each time I took the stage for 
those thirty minutes was heaven,” said Val. The 
tour had its share of challenging times for Val 
when offstage drama took some time to settle. 
“Things on the road did hit a rough spot,” 
recalls Val. “Our tour van was broken into and 
our gear was stolen. On top of that, the band 
that was traveling with me decided they had 
enough and took off with only a month left of 
the tour. Before the tour, I didn’t really have 
enough time to audition people so through a 
friend of mine, there were three guys who were 
interested in doing the tour with me. We only 
had a week and a half to rehearse the material 
so during that time you can’t really tell how it’s 
going to be to travel with them, how they will 

react to being under pressure and traveling in 
a van from city to city for a couple of months. 
It all started to unravel pretty quickly once we 
were on the road. Ted Nugent’s crew wasn’t 
happy with these guys and said those guys 
would never work for any of them. The music 
industry is small and everyone knows one an-
other. The guys made themselves look bad by 
leaving and may have ruined their reputation. 
Thankfully, I was able to secure a replacement 
band who worked out even better. Actually, I 
was glad the whole thing happened.” 
     On Saturday, December 18, Val will be the 
headlining act for “Rockin’ Against Hunger” 
to benefi t the Hunger Network of Greater 
Cleveland. The show will be at Wilbert’s in 
downtown Cleveland. “I hope everyone will 
have a good time at the show,” said Val. “That 
was something I learned from Ted while being 
on the road with him over the summer. He is a 
great performer and showed me that a concert 
is for EVERYONE. You need to play to the 
audience that is up front, in the middle, way 
in the back or up in the bleachers. You have to 
make the show enjoyable for everyone who is 
there.”
       Other acts that night include Stone Cold 
Killers and Death By Glue Gun. Donations for 
the Hunger Network will be taken at the door.

For more information about Val Halla, please 
visit: www.valhallaonline.com
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Luthier
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LOST SHEEP BAND

        have talked before about the way the    
        seasons can play havoc on your instru -
        ments. Now that the cold weather has 
arrived and the furnaces are back on drying 
out the house even more than the cold dry air 
is, it is time to start using those humidifi ers 
that either can be placed in your instrument 
case or can attach to the inside of your guitar‘s 
sound hole by clipping in onto the strings or 
the braces inside. This time of the year is when 
I start having guitars action dropping low and 
musicians bring them in to have the action 
adjusted. Generally this happens more in Jan. 
or Feb after the instrument has been exposed 
to the dry air for a couple of months. I strongly 
recommend that you keep the guitar or what-
ever instrument you have in its case as much as 
possible when you’re not playing it. 
 Last issue I spoke a little bit about holiday 
specials that I will have available for those 
presents you might be interested in for your 
favorite musician. I have a few real cool digital 
tuners, and nice inexpensive guitar cases to 
spruce up and protect those prize guitars.  I 
also have gift certifi cates available at almost 

any denominations for great savings. Please 
call for info @ 440-474-2141.
Getting back to business, I have been trying 
to fi nish up a lot of different repairs before 
the holiday so that I can start concentrating 

on building some new guitars. I have three or 
four archtop guitars that the bodies are almost 
completed and just need to fi nish the neck and 
fi ngerboards and put on a nice fi nish and they 
will be real nice. It seems as though I have 

been getting into a lot 
of small fi nish jobs 
lately. I have to spray 
about 6 or 7 different 
little jobs. Some are 
just touch ups with a 
small airbrush and oth-
ers involve using my 
small 8 oz. detail guns. 
Sometimes it’s diffi cult 
to match the different 
colors that the instru-
ments need to match 
up properly. There are 
many different pre 
mixed color tones that 
are readily available 
at the few different lu-
thier supply houses and 
it’s always possible to 

mix variations or combinations of these colors 
to get the right match. That is where the fun 
comes in. There are times when you have to 
shade in or even spray a whole area to be able 
to blend in the new fi nish to the old. With the 
thousands of shades of “tobacco brown” or 
“red mahogany” or “vintage amber” it’s hard 
to get it perfect. Many times I had to spray 
the whole neck and stop it at the body joint or 
even spray a whole side instead of just trying 
to feather in a matching color on one small 
spot. It becomes very diffi cult when you are 
touching up a sunburst fi nish. Most sunbursts 
are created with one color shading into another 
so when you are trying to match the shading, it 
can be almost impossible. It really depends on 
the location of the repair that needs the fi nish 
whether or not you can make it invisible or 
not. I’m getting ready to spray a guitar from 
scratch with a vintage Gibson style sunburst 
with a amber yellow center shading out to dark 
redbrown to a very dark, to nearly black outer 
edge. I will practice a sunburst fi nish  on a 
used body so that I can show the customer the 
shading and if there is any adjustments to the 
colors they can be done on the second attempt. 
It’s important that I record the color intensity 
or make a color board with different shades of 
color that are recorded so that I can duplicate 
it again. I have in the past made different color 
boards but don’t have all of the different colors 
made or recorded for duplication. It’s fun to 
try and make color boards. You start off with 
spraying some lacquer with 5 drops of red ana-
line dye on a small 1”x 1”sq. and then another 
with 10 drops, than another with15 drops, and 
so no and so on. Each square gets darker and 
darker. Next to that column of red color you 
can start another column by adding 5 drops of 
brown to the red. Then add 10 drops and then 
15, and then 20, so on and so on. Each time 
you change or add the drops you record the 
changes and you will be able to duplicate the 
colors again. Finishing guitars with lacquer 
can be very challenging but also very reward-
ing when the job is done right. I have learned 
a lot from trial and error over the years and 
expect to learn a lot more in the years to come. 
Next issue we can discuss opaque (solid color) 
fi nishes. Until then try to stay in tune! 
                                                                

Thanks Again!
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

I
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           he Woodchoppers Ball is an annual   
           concert to benefi t The Northeast Ohio
           Coalition for the Homeless. Every 
year 9 of the best acoustic guitarists in North 
America are invited to perform.
        There are 3 sets of 3 guitarists on stage 
at a time, each taking a turn playing a song till 
everyone has played a total of 4 songs each.  
Now, keep in mind that everyone on stage is 
not only surrounded by their peers but, that 
their peers are some of the best guitarists on 
the planet. Everyone is not only at always at 
their very best but the fun on stage is very 
infectious and is easily shared by the audience. 
The performers for the evening are:

Mark Sganga -Acoustic Guitarist Mark 
Sganga epitomizes “World Music”. His Guitar 
weaves a rich tapestry of beautiful melodies & 
imaginative Improvisation. Mark has played 
command performances in India with violin 
virtuoso L. Subramaniam, he’s toured the 
States & Europe with Verve Recording artist 
Pete Belasco, appeared on recordings with 
Herbie Hancock & Maynard Ferguson, & per-
formed in NY with the Klezmatics. WOR radio 
acclaimed him as “One of the top guitarists in 
NY”.Whether playing his dazzlingly intricate 
solo arrangements , his Brazilian tinged trio 
tunes or telling outrageous musician stories, 
Mark’s shows are an “Acoustic Escape”.

Brian Henke - Guitarist Brian Henke com-
poses and performs his music like a painter
putting images on canvas, drawing his inspira-
tion from the world around him. An avid

hiker, 
he often 
brings 
his guitar 
along to 
create 
a spon-
taneous 
response to 
his outdoor 
settings. 
Mother 
Earth 
(Terra) 
as artist 
has given 

an immense living gallery from the humbling 
spectacle of her natural wonders to the simple, 
beauty of a treetop against a blue sky. Her 
majestic legacy and the magical feeling of 
awe and peace inspire the compositions of this 
award winning virtuosic fi ngerstyle guitarist.

Neil Jacobs is truly a masterful performer 
on the 12 string acoustic guitar. With his own 
captivating style of playing that the St. Louis 
Riverfront Times describes as “mesmerizing” 

and the Austin Chronicle describes as “the 
rockin’est since early Leo Kottke”. Neil covers 
the world vibe with music diverse as Gypsy, 

World, Balkan 
Folk, Jazz, Clas-
sical and Mod-
ern Fingerstyle, 
while transform-
ing his 12-string 
acoustic guitar 
into his own 
personal orches-
tra. Neil draws 
inspiration from 
his world travels 
and experiences, 
and shares his 
fascinating 
stories with his 
audience.

Helen Avakian’s songs have been described as 
“quite literate without being pretentious,
interesting without being inaccessible” and 
reviewers comment on her “lovely voice

and guitar playing.” (Free Time) As a perform-
er Helen has been favorably compared to Tori 
Amos, Jewel, and Natalie Merchant. Helen 
built a steel string guitar, a task she found so 
diffi cult she became convinced that playing 
music might hold more promise for her. Helen 
then moved to New York City where she at-
tended Hunter College and was offered a full 
scholarship for a Master’s Degree in classi-
cal guitar performance. Excited, Helen put in 
many hours of practice, but ended up injuring 
herself by playing with too much tension. Dur-
ing this diffi cult period she turned to writing 
songs, something she had always wanted to 
do, but had never taken the time to pursue. All 
is well that ends well; Helen relearned how to 
play with a more effective technique, earned 
her degree, and has kept writing ever since.

Shohei Toyoda was fascinated by the pop 
music scene, especially in Japan, where he
started to copy any songs that he could fi nd 
chords to on the early Internet, and made a 
decision that he would pursue his life to play 
music. He pursued his study of music through 
numerous genres of music including Jazz, 
Funk, R&B, hip hop, Afro Pop, latin, Brazil-

ian, After he graduated in 2008, receiving 
a Degree in Music as a Guitar Performance 
Major, he remained in Boston to work as a 
free-lance musician. As well as working in 
bands for events and weddings, he continues 
his studies in Boston with Guy Van Duser, 
father of “Stride” Guitar which he held fame in 
the Nashville scene with Mr. Chet Atkins. He 
has competed in the 2009 International Finger-
style Guitar Championship, held in Winfi eld 
Kansas, and 2010 Japan’s National Finger-
picking Contest, which he remained in the top 
15 competitors.

Joe Porter - An evening in the company of 
Joseph Porter, and his hard-beaten acoustic
guitar has been compared to a cross between 
Private Eye, 1066 and all That and John 
Betjeman’s coming out party. Combining a 
curious Englishness of style and voice with all 
his years’ experience as a performer, and the 
oceanic wastes of his vocabulary, Joseph has 
something for everyone, whether they want to 
fi nd Charles II in the Oak tree and grass him 
up, blow the gaff on the Baader-Meinhof gang 
and send them all to Stammheim prison, or 
engage in dangerous liaisons with sinful blue-
rinsed ladies at the Blackpool party conference. 
Hoorah! Mr Porter has been inventing the most 
bizarre chords imaginable, adding them to his 
already burgeoning repertoire of A, D, and E, 
and astounding audiences in folk clubs and 
back rooms anywhere that the railway will take
him.

Patrick Woods has carved out his unique 
brand of up-tempo driving acoustic instru-
mentals that are complex enough for advanced 
musicians, but melodic enough for the simple 
music lover. He is an avid acoustic-fi nger style 
player to be sure, but he is no tradionalist, and 
employs techniques that go beyond average 
fi nger picking. These include string snaps, oc-
tave hammer-ons, harmonic sprays, fl amenco 
strums, and punchy bass lines that all go 
together with a rythymic pulse. This ambitious 
way of communicating on a single instrument 
won him second place in Guitar Player Maga-
zine’s 2006 GUITAR SUPERSTAR, in front of 
judges Joe Satriani and Steve Lukather.

Kerry Kean - Starting out with rock and roll, 
Kerry soon taught himself to play manyother 
styles as well. Over the years, he has per-
formed in various groups including folk trios, 
dance and show-bands, and jazz ensembles. 
For most of a year during the disco era, he 
toured the country with the Parker Brothers, a 
national show group. At the same time, he has 
maintained a strong interest in acoustic fi nger-
style and fl atpicked guitar. Kerry gradually 
gathered a repertoire of blues, ragtime, and 
folk tunes, as well as writing his own songs, 
and in recent years this music has become a 

primary focus.

Major Lee - If it wasn’t for the hardships his 
pop-punk group, Bowser faced, Major Lee will 
admit that he would not be where he is now 
with the acoustic music if the band would have 
continued on the path he wish it would have 
taken. Everything from air tap to harmonics 
and fi nger picking, he has embarked on an ex-
citing new path which he didn’t think he would 
ever have taken. He is very excited about what 
he has to bring to the world and what the future 
holds for him. Major Lee is out to conquer the 
dreams that he now has in store for himself as 
an acoustic artist.

       Please support the performers by attending 
this amazing and entertaining evening for a
worthy cause. All proceeds benefi t the hungry 
and the homeless of Northeast Ohio.
        The Woodchoppers Ball is being held at 
The Kent Stage www.kentstage.org for ticket
information. The show begins at 7:00 pm and 
promises to be a night of beautiful and
outstanding guitar playing which will most 
defi nitely a highlight of the year.

T
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Waylon Tribute Coming in ‘11
         three-CD tribute to Waylon Jennings
           featuring new recordings from Alabama
            and Jamey Johnson, will hit the streets 
in Feb. 8, 2011 with the fi rst volume.
Big Machine music is putting out “The 
Music Inside - Volume 1, Collaboration 
dedicated to Waylon Jen-
nings.” Are You Sure Hank 
Done It this Way will be Ala-
bama’s fi rst new recording in about 
a decade. Other songs are:
This Time - Jamey Johnson
I’m a Ramblin’ Man - 
Randy Houser
Belle of the Ball - 
Shooter Jennings
Good Hearted Woman 
- Sunny Sweeney and 
Jessi Colter
Don’t You Think This 
Outlaw Bit’s Done Got 

Winter in Ohio Means Vacations 
to Florida!

Enjoy a Country Music Night Out 
At Cowboys Orlando

By Mark Winchard
           o you like country music? Would you

           like to learn country line dancing? Are

           you looking for a good night outing dur-

ing your next visit to Orlando? If you answered 

yes to any of these questions then you should 

visit Cowboys Orlando the next time you are in 

Central Florida.

        They call themselves “Central Florida’s 

hottest country music night club,” and they 

certainly live up to this claim. The club is a 

20,000 square foot entertainment complex 

featuring a country variety musical format 

and one of Orlando’s largest hardwood dance 

fl oors.

        The main night club at Cowboys is 15,000 

Sq. Feet with a big beautiful back porch area 

allowing you to get a breath of fresh air and 

enjoy a warm Florida night. The club also has 

eight full liquor bars featuring over 30 TV’S. 

There are also state of the art Hi-Def TV’s in 

the new NASCAR bar.

       If you have been hankering to try some 

country line dancing, then you will be glad to 

know that there are free line dance lessons on 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.

The club is strictly for adults, aged 18 and 

over, as it serves alcoholic beverages. The 

exception is the Friday night student’s night 

when anyone 15 or over is welcome to a night 

of dancing and non-alcoholic drinks. Thursday 

night is ladies night and there is free admission 

for women on these nights as well as discounts 

on the drinks, and Saturday nights feature vari-

ous contests.

       In addition to their normal weekly sched-

ule the club also hosts special concerts and 

events throughout the year. Cowboys accepts 

most major credit cards and has an ATM at the 

front door as well. You don’t have to worry 

about fi nding a parking space as there are eight 

acres of free lighted patrolled parking. The 

door open at 7:30 on Friday and at 8:00 on 

Thursday and Saturday

The Club is easy to fi nd the address is: 1108 

South Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Florida 

32805 and the telephone number is : 407-422-

7115

         So if you like country music and dancing 

then Cowboys Orlando is a must-visit location 

when you are in the Orlando area.

Out of Hand - Jams Otto
Just to Satisfy You - John Hiatt with Waylon 
Jennings

Rose in Paradise - Kris Kristofferson 
with Patty Griffi n

You Ask Me To - Trace Adkins
Go Down Rockin - Waylon Jen-

nings
Bonus Track: The 

Wurlitzer Prize (I Don’t 
Want to Get Over You) - Way-

lon Jennings
The single from 

Alabama will be 
released to radio 
Nov. 29. Volumes 
2 and 3 are slated 
to be out later in 
2011. Big Ma-
chine records 
will distribute the 
music.

A
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Home of the Hoover

306

By West Side Steve

Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows
Warner Brothers PG13 146 min
     As you know I’m not really a Potter afi -
cionado, I don’t get the cult status but I have 
no animosity against the series. It’s been a 
somewhat above average slightly derivative 
saga aimed at the younger audience. It still 
is.
As the years pass characters in books can 
stay young forever but not so with actors 
nor even audiences and so to become living 
fi lms, like Elven princesses, they must be-
come mortal and age like the rest of us.
Dan Radcliffe (Potter) Rupert Grint (Ron 
Weasley) and Emma Watson (Hermione) 
have all aged better than the Narnia cast but 
they’re no longer magical children and now 
the fi lm epic is about to come to a close.
I’d personally doubt the franchise could live 
very well with a new set of actors but it’s 
always possible. Look at James Bond and 
Doctor Who. Still, author Rowlings seems 
happy to put the saga to rest.
Perhaps it’s the older cast and more mature 
view, but I actually liked this one better than 
the rest.  Oh, it’s still derivative but, hey, 
what fantasy epic doesn’t owe a huge debt to 
Tolkein and the Brothers Grimm?
In this chapter the bad wizards have taken 
over the school after the apparent death of 
patriarchal Dumbledore, and gang, you can 
see that resurrection coming a mile away.
Now Potter, the chosen one, and his clos-
est friends must complete a quest, which, 
among other things, involves destroying an 
enchanted piece of jewelry that just happens 
to drain the will of anyone who wears it. 
Sound familiar?

Does Dobby look a lot 
like Gollum? Oh well.
I did like the post 
apocalyptic imagery 
along the way as 
well as the lack of 
continual explosive 
battles that seem to 
dominate a lot of fi lms 
these days. 
It’s a relief to see 
something not solely 
dedicated to selling a 
damn video game.
This is only the fi rst part 
of the fi nale and I’ve not 
cheated to know what 
will happen next summer 
but here’s a prediction: 
Potter saves the day aided 
by a “surprise” return of 
Dumbledore. The bad 
magicians are put in 
their place and wizards 
and Muggles live in 
more harmony than 
previously. And the evil 
Alan Rickman 
will have a fl ash 
of honor at the 
very end.
And everyone will 
live happily ever after.

B

Tangled
Walt Disney  PG  100 min
     Well for the last few weeks Dream-
Works’  MEGAMIND has ridden at the top 
of the box offi ce and whenever an animated 
feature does that it will draw comparison to 
the kings of the genre, Disney.
I liked that fi lm a great deal but I have to ad-
mit TANGLED is just one example why the 
gang at Mouse Central has held the crown 
since Steamboat Willie whistled his way 
across the screen.
It’s not that TANGLED is a better movie; 
both are a lot of fun, but this one is clas-
sic Disney.
You remember the fairy tale Rapunzel right?
Yeah I don’t either.
Oh, there was a witch and a dame with 
really long hair and as I recall somebody 

climbed 
it. But seriously a few 
minutes into the fl ick nobody cared about 
the original story.
Here the girl is a princess with magical hair 
that has the power to heal and rejuvenate. 
That’s why she’s been kidnapped by a 
vain old crone and stuck in a tower. Those 
wicked old broads in fairy tales are so preoc-
cupied with looks and youth eh?
Anyway since the child disappeared the 
kindly king and queen have held a ceremony 
every year hoping in vain for their darling 
daughter’s return.
So one day a thief with a heart stumbles 
upon the princess’ high-rise jail and, well, 
you can probably guess.
In the grand Disney tradition there is some 
spectacular animation some Broadway qual-
ity production numbers and enough fun and 
excitement for the entire family.
Where MEGAMIND hired the big names in 
Will Ferrell and Brad Pitt, TANGLED opts 
for lesser known but very talented voices 
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with pop singer Mandy Moore, Chuck 
star Zachary Levi and Tony award winner 
Donna Murphy as Rapunzel, Outlaw Flynn 
and the wicked Mother Gothel.
There are plenty of other fun characters 
along the way that sing dance and swash-
buckle all the way to living happily ever 
after
It’s good enough to sit at the table with the 
likes of CINDERELLA and SNOW WHITE.

A-

The Next Three Days
Lionsgate  PG13  122 min
     Well gang, I wanted to like this one, I 
really did.
I think back to another Paul Haggis fi lm 
MYSTIC RIVER. I remember liking it a lot 
until a colleague of mine pointed out that 
the ending was just too unnatural; it didn’t 
fi t. The more I thought about it the more I 
agreed. I’d let the story and the directing 
carry me along without ever questioning the 
plot elements.
In that way the inability of this story to mesh 
with my perception of reality made THE 
NEXT THREE DAYS even harder to buy 
into.
The basis is that a respectable professional 
woman is mistakenly accused and convicted 

of a brutal murder and sentenced to life. 
Folks, these days mugs with a criminal 
record a mile long skate on murder even 
when the case is cut and dried let alone 
circumstantial. 
As her sentence rolls on her mild mannered 
schoolteacher husband (Russell Crowe) 
decides to plan and execute a daring day-
light jailbreak. I never once bought into the 
idea he’d toughen up and become street-
wise enough to pull it off. Now of course 
there will be near misses and narrow escapes 
as the plan comes together but rather than 
being resolved through cleverness and luck 
the obstacles are avoided by unbelievable 
blindness and blundering on the part of the 
cops.
To make matters worse this ridiculous 
mishmash of a plan doesn’t even get off 
the ground until you’ve been bored nearly 
to tears by the fi rst two thirds of the fi lm. 
It really takes a long time to set up before 
stumbling to a really unsatisfying ending. 
Crowe’s one-dimensional acting works well 
in many situations but falls a little short 
here.

C

WSS
e-mail westsidesteve@aol.com

5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

MOST ITEMS AVAILABLE 
FOR TAKE OUT!

Kitchen open

7am-11:30pm
BREAKFAST SERVED 7AM

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

HOT DOGS 75¢

OPEN DAILY 7am-1:00am!

$100 SLOPPY JOES!
(Dine in Only)

MONDAYS

Taco Day
(Dine in Only) 50¢ ea.

(Dine in Only)

www.
hightidetavern.com
then click on Facebook

Accepting
Nonperishable Food,
Gifts, and/or Cash for

Our 4 Adopted Families.
Big Thank You to the

Supporters of the
Thanksgiving Food Drive!

Especially Bob Evans
Restaurant.

WEDNESDAYS

December 31st

THURSDAYS

TUESDAYS

Wing Day
Featuring the Best Wings &

Most Flavors in the Tri-State 
Area! 35¢ ea.

HUGE VARIETY OF FLAVORS!

(Dine in
Only)
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         ll of us here at 107.5 FM The Fox want to 
          wish you and yours a happy and safe
            holiday season and we want to 
thank you 
for another great 
year of ROCKIN 
THE NORTH 
COAST!! With 
that in mind, 
we invite you to 
join us at the legan-
dary Cove Niteclub 
at Geneva On The 
Lake for our ‘Night-
mare Before Christ-
mas’ listener ap-
preciation Christmas 
party on Saturday, 
December 11th. from 

8pm til close. We have the local teen 
metal band,’ Haz-Mat’, if you haven’t 
yet caught this young power duo here 
is your chance, these kids kick ass!! 
Also, another local band ‘Torn Days’ 
will be on the bill, these guys and gal 

rock some pretty serious original tunes, 
which you can hear on North Coast Lix from 
time to time. Headlining the show is ‘The 

Nightmare’, Ohio’s premiere Alice 
Cooper tribute band! We’ll have 
some stocking stuffer prizes too & 
the best part is it’s free to get in, 
that’s right all this & NO COVER 
CHARGE!!! So make plans now 
to attend & get more details by 
listening to 107.5 FM, The Fox!
 KEEP ROCKIN THE FOX 
& THE FOX WILL KEEP 
ROCKIN YOU!!!

           i, Paula from the Magic Hits Morning
           Show on Oldies 102.5 and Women Who
           Wine, the New Vintage, here, wishing 
you and your family the very happiest of holi-
days.  I also want to remind our Women Who 
Wine that registration for our fi rst ever Holiday
Party opened up at 6AM on December 1st  and 
our event will take place on December 8th at 
The Winery at Spring Hill!
         I am so excited about our WWW Holiday
Party.  We will have Dalton Witt from Snap 
Fitness as our guest speaker.  Dalton will tell 
us how we can enjoy our favorite holiday 
goodies and still maintain our weight!  Psychic 
Readings by Gina will once again be on hand 
to show us a glimpse of what the future may 
hold and the US Marines will be there for Toys
for Tots.  While you are out doing your shop-
ping, please pick up a toy to bring to Women 
Who Wine on December 8th for the Toys for 
Tots campaign.
         I look forward to seeing all of you ladies 
on December 8th at The Winery at Spring Hill 
for our fi rst Holiday Party!

A

H

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with us!
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Joe “Pigskin” Pete 
and ESPN 970 WFUN

would like to 
thank all our season 
High School Football

Sponsors
Thanks for supporting our area student 

athletes and making it possible to 
broadcast their game

 Dr. William A. Seeds of 
 Seeds Orthopedics & 
 Sports Medicine

 UH Geneva & Conneaut 
 Medical Centers

 American Alert
 Los Compadres Mexican 

 Restaurant
 Paul A. Demshar CPA
 Hoffman’s Pharmacy
 Richmond Auto Body & 

 Customizing
 GCR Tire Center

 Dr. Susan Kim, 
 Chiropractor, Center for 
 Holistic Health I nc .

 Dan Sposito Nationwide 
 Insurance Agency

 Ashtabula County 
 Nursing & Rehab 
 Center

 The Wildside
 The Star Beacon
 The Crows Nest
 The Iarocci Law Firm

y 

y 

 

Freelance writers needed! Entertainment is the 
primary focus but will consider other content. 
Email writing sample and contact information 
to editorial@northcoastvoice.com

Advertising Sales Rep to cover Lake, Ashtabu-
la, Geauga, and Cuyahoga counties for the 
North Coast Voice Magazine. Commission 
based – Great opportunity to make extra mon-
ey. Extra perks: Gas card, tickets to shows, gift 
cert.’s for dining out. 440-415-0999

Help Wanted! Member Applications Being Ac-
cepted! No Experience Necessary! Get six free 
meals delivered to your door. Just go to http://
frankindustries.myefoods.com 866-860-4052

Don’t kennel your dog when you go on va-
cation, he can stay with me! Lots of exer-
cise and socialization. Sleeps in the house! 
Long/Short Term and Day Care at rea-
sonable rates.Call Linde 440-951-2468.

Lovable kitties need good homes - moving 
and can’t take them with me. Please help. 
440-466-0077

CHRISTMAS MONEY  Collector paying 
cash for fi rearms and military items.  One or a 
collection. 440 610-0366 leave message

Do you need fi ll for a beach or a pond? Large 
chunks of concrete removed from old founda-
tion need a new home. If you can remove it 
you can have it. Call 440-415-6589

Does your band need photos for your web-
site or advertising? 15-20 images burned to 
CD for your use, group and/or individual 
shots. On-location only, your choice or mine. 
$40 Call 440-344-8535. See ad on page 5.

Clean Houses? Rake Leaves? Do handy-
man work? Advertise Your services here.

Dexter Wesley & the New Experience
A Jimi Hendrix Tribute Band
View Videos and Booking Contacts at
Myspace.com/dexterwesleyexperience

Selling Firewood for fi replaces, 
stoves or camping? Advertise it here.

Great Introductory Rate! $15 For 30 words! 
Gives Two Weeks Exposure! 

Email info to advertising@northcoastvoice.com and pay online 
through our Advertising link at www.northcoastvoice.com

Mail ad with check/money order to 
NCV P.O. Box 118 Geneva, Oh 44041

TWO
WEEKS

FOR
$15!

Vintage Zenith Standard & Shortwave 
Broadcast Radio with slide-out phonograph 
drawer. Asking $250 comes with 9” records. 
All working condition. Call 440-951-2468.

Electric dryer for sale. Works well $50 
440-415-6589
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Really Out There!

~ Rick Ray

Well I’m trying something new with this 
article; I’m attempting to write this time with 
as many distractions as possible and under 
extreme pressure from Sage, the slave driver 
editor, to have it done in two hours!

I’m still in Silver City Iowa helping “Dude” 
and “Dude Dad” get ready to open their res-
taurant and lounge, “Austin’s On The Trail”, 
not “By The Trail” as I named it in the 
last article.  On the trail, by the trail 
whatever, it really isn’t “ON” the trail, 
if it were there’d be bicycles running 
into it all the time and a lot of people 
getting hurt!

It is however “BY” the trail, a bicycle 
trail made from an old railroad line 
much like the ones we have 
in Ohio.  But unlike Ohioans 
these people are serious about 
their bikes!  Some 
of them spend 
thousands of dol-
lars on a friggen 
bicycle that they ride 
on these trails going from 
one town to the other stopping at 
local bars and restaurants on their 
60+ mile trek!

60 miles… are they nuts?  I thought I was 
really accomplishing something when I 
rode my bike to the end of my road this 
summer!  60 miles seems a little excessive 
to me, and they also dress up in pretty little 
tights and wear those odd looking bicycle 
helmets that make you look like something out 
of the “Aliens” movie!

This could be an interesting way to write 
though.  Travel around the country, stop in 
strange little towns, fi nd a small restaurant or 
bar and just go in and sit down, plop open the 
laptop and start writing about what I see and 
experience.  Hmm… I’ll have to think about 
that a little more.

If you recall in my last article, where I de-
scribed how I was forced into eating another 

species testicles in order to not appear rude, 
I’m happy to report that I have not been ap-
proached to partake in any other sex organ 
eating rituals, however I have been asked if I 
would try Carp and “gizzards”!

Carp?  Uh no… they stink pretty bad when 
they’re alive don’t want that in my mouth 
thank you.  Gizzards???  What the hell are 
those?  It sounds too much like lizards and I 
don’t eat them.  Well to my horror I found 

out that gizzards are part of another ani-
mals guts!

Okay… I’m going to have to draw a 
line… and it’s going to be in eating other 

species sexual organs or guts!  I try to be 
polite whenever possible and to not 

be rude, and try new things, but 
there are some things that just 

don’t belong in Snarp’s mouth or 
digestive system and sex organs 
or guts are on the top of the 
list!

While we’re on the 
subject, there are also 

some things that do not belong 
in Snarp’s mind as well.  “Juster the 

Jester” tricked me into watching a rather dis-
turbing movie, “The Human Centipede”, under 
the guise that it was going to be funny!  Uh… 
I thought I had seen just about all there was to 
see in life… until now!

DO NOT… I REPEAT… DO NOT UNDER 
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES ALLOW YOUR-
SELF TO BE FOOLED INTO WATCHING 
THIS MOVIE!

Anyways besides being tricked into watching 
this disturbing movie, this has been a rather 
interesting adventure so far, but you need not 
worry about me, unless that is that I return to 
Ohio wearing pretty little tights, an “Aliens” 
helmet, eating testicles and guts while riding a 
high tech bipedal controlled vehicle!

~ Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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5750 S.  MADISON RD. (RT. 528) • MADISON, OH • 44057 

 

Normal Business Hours: Monday  & Tuesday Noon-6 p.m.; Wednesday & 
Friday Noon-11 p.m.; Thursday & Saturday Noon-8 p.m. 

 

SERVING A VARIETY OF APPETIZERS, GRILLED SANDWICHES, AND DELICIOUS ENTRÉES. 
OPEN:  WEDNESDAY &  THURSDAY NOON-8 P.M.; FRIDAY & SATURDAY NOON-11 P.M.;  

SUNDAY 1-8 P.M.  FOR INFO. CALL 440-298-9838 or www.grandrivercellars.com  

JOIN US FOR LIVE  
MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY,  
SATURDAY, & SUNDAY. 

 

Fri. December 3rd  
Nick Zuber (Light Rock) 

Sat. December 4th  
Blues DeVille (Blues) 
Sun. December 5th  

Mal Baron Jazz 
 

Fri. December 10th  
Trilogy 

Sat. December 11th  
Castaways ( Rock N Roll) 

Sun. December12th  
Akin For Jazz 

Fri. December 17th  
Next Best Thing 

Sat. December 18th  
Light Of Day (Motown Rock) 

Sun. December 19th  
Stan Miller Jazz 

Music plays Friday & Saturday from 
7:30-10:30 p.m. & Sunday from 4-7. 

New Year’s Eve Celebration  
Friday, December 31st · 6:30 p.m. 

Begin with light appetizers followed by a large buffet dinner featuring a selection of 
entrees including beef, chicken, and seafood plus all the trimmings. Dancing begins 
at 8:30 p.m. by Light of Day. Later on receive a delicious dessert for two and snacks 
all night long, plus a bottle of wine per couple. After the music stops at 12:30 a light 
breakfast will be served before sending everyone home. Party favors are included. 

Reservations are required for the evening.  $67.95 per person.  

Featured wine for the Season:   
Holiday Rouge 

A spiced, holiday inspired, semi-sweet River Rouge. 
 

WE WILL BE OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FROM NOON-4 P.M.  STOP IN FOR HOLIDAY CHEER WITH 

FAMILY & FRIENDS. 
 

NOW BOOKING FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES. 

Now Booking  

for Holiday  

Parties! 

 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
FEATURING: 

 

Fri., Dec. 10 - Tom Todd  
Sat., Dec. 11 - Whooz Playin  

 

Wed., Dec. 15 - Larry Smith  
Fri., Dec. 17 - Legacy 

Sat., Dec. 18 - Joey Vanilli 
 

Wed., Dec. 22-Tom Todd 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Wed., Dec. 29-Trevor Thompson 
 

 
 

Entertainment plays on  
Wednesday & Friday 7-11 p.m.; 

Saturday 3:30-7:30 p.m 
 


