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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East

Harpersfi eld, Ohio

440.415.0661
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Stop in
and try our
new menu

Tuesdays:

SWAMP 
BOOGIE 
BAND

hotelCONNEAUT
EST. 1903

BEACH CLUB &
ELIZABETH'S
LAKEFRONT
RESTAURANT (Thur-Sun)

Sat. Dec. 17: Breakfast with Santa 9am-12:30 pm

Sat. Dec. 17: Christmas Tyme Mystery Dinner
$22/$40 couple

$ $25 at the door
3 Party Bars each with Entertainment...
PORCELAIN BUS DRIVERS
GUTTERBOY & ROD TUCKER
$1 Drafts, Domestic Bottles & Well Drinks 7-9

Dinner Buffet fit for a KING $18/pp

OVERNIGHT PACKAGES
Party & Room for two $160
Party, Buffet & Room for two $185

BOOK ONLINE
WWW.CLPHOTELCONNEAUT.COM

OR CALL 814-213-0120

Trans Siberian Orchestra 
Performs at Quicken Loans Arena December 30th

        When Paul O’Neill fi rst conceived Trans-
Siberian Orchestra, his goal was as straight-
forward as it was ambitious. “The whole 
idea,” he explains, “was to create a progres-
sive rock band that would push the boundaries 
further than any group before, following in the 
footsteps of Emerson, Lake & Palmer, Pink 
Floyd, the Who...but take it way, way further.”
With more 
than 7 mil-
lion albums 
sold TSO 
has inspired 
generations 
of fans to 
rediscover 
the multi-di-
mensional art 
form of the 
rock opera. 
On the road, 
meanwhile, 
they have 
become 
one of the 
world’s top 
acts includ-
ing a recent 
mention in 
Billboard magazine as one of the top touring 
artists of the past decade. With a $20 million-
plus production that has played to over 7 
million people in 80+ cities, selling more than 
$280 million worth of tickets.
        “I wanted to take the very best of all the 
forms of music I grew up on and merge them 
into a new style,” O’Neill says. “Basically 
I was building on the work of everybody I 
worshipped: the rock opera parts from bands 
like the Who; the marriage of classical and 
rock from bands like Emerson, Lake & Palmer 
and Queen; the over-the-top light show from 
bands like Pink Floyd...I always wanted to do 
a full rock opera with a full progressive band 
and at least 18 lead singers.”
       O’Neill took the idea to Atlantic Records 
which, to his surprise, went for it and fi nanced 
the creation of Romanov which was initially 
to be TSO’s fi rst release. “We were very 
fortunate,” he says. “It was one of the only 
labels left that still did an “old school” kind 
of artist development.” My original concept 
was; “We were going to do six rock operas, a 
trilogy about Christmas and maybe one or two 
regular albums.”

        However, when Romanov got temporar-
ily put on the back burner, the fi rst install-
ment of the Christmas trilogy, CHRISTMAS 
EVE AND OTHER STORIES became TSO’s 
debut album. Fueled by the socially conscious 
single “Christmas Eve/Sarajevo 12/24,” the 
album went double platinum. More platinum 
certifi cations followed with 1998’s THE 

CHRISTMAS ATTIC, 
and the fi nal installment 
of the Christmas trilogy, 
THE LOST CHRIST-
MAS EVE in 2004. In 
the midst of completing 
the trilogy, TSO released 
their fi rst non-holiday 
rock opera the gold certi-
fi ed BEETHOVEN’S 
LAST NIGHT.
        But TSO really 
cemented its following 
in concert. The group 
hit the road in 1999, 
beginning an annual 
November-December 
extravaganza that 
O’Neill takes pride in 
being “as over the top 
as we can make it.” “We 

have, two stages -- with pyro, light and lasers 
-- on both sides of the arena, as well as in the 
crowd and the best sound we can fi nd...There’s 
no second-class seats at a Trans-Siberian Or-
chestra show. I want people to walk out of our 
shows speechless and...still not believing what 
they have seen was possible.”
       O’Neill plans to dazzle TSO’s fans even 
more in the future. The new album NIGHT 
CASTLE released in October of 2009 debuted 
at #5 and was certifi ed gold by year’s end. 
NIGHT CASTLE is a sweeping two-discs of 
genre-blending epics and an affecting story 
that takes you around the world, through time 
and to points beyond. O’Neill and com-
pany will eventually give NIGHT CASTLE 
its due in a live setting just as they have 
BEETHOVEN’S LAST NIGHT in Spring 
2010 with a new hybrid form of concert they 
are calling “Rock Theatre”-- and that’s just 
one of many multi-media avenues TSO will 
be exploring in the near future. The details are 
forming right now; suffi ce to say that TSO’s 
foreseeable future is a busy one.
        “We spend a lot of time planning,” 
O’Neill confesses with a laugh, “and people 

are always telling me, ‘Paul, stop writing and 
start recording!’ It’s working out great, though. 
I feel lucky that it’s gone this long and that we 
get to do what we love for a living. The arts 
have incredible power, and with that comes 
incredible responsibility. Someone once said 
that if you want to change the world, don’t 
become a politician -- write a book, write a 
great song. I believe in that, and that’s what 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra is about.”
        “I’ve always believed that music has the 
power to transport and transform.That was so 
much in the spirit of Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra,” O’Neill explains. “This is a group -- a 
constantly morphing group -- of extremely 
creative and talented individuals who are 
always trying to raise the bar of where a band 
can take its audience sonically, visually and 
emotionally. With that as our core ideal, the 
possibilities are endless.”
       Visit LiveNation.com for tickets – On 
Sale Now!
Biography reprinted from trans-siberian.com
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Watch the Browns & NASCAR on
Our Big Screens!

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

Friday Nite Fish Fry!
FREE JUKEBOX!

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings
Live Music by Brad & Marty

Sat. Dec.10th
Brickhouse Blues Band 

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!
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AROUND TOWN
One more weekend for Elizabethan 
Yuletide Feaste presented by The Lodge 
at Geneva-on-the-Lake Saturday, 
December 10.  Experience history come 
to life celebrate with singing, dancing, 
revelry, a four-course feaste and an en-
chanting theater performance fi lled with 
holiday spirit. Visitors will dine on a 
freshly-prepared salad, beef roulade, but-
ternut squash and turnips, followed by a 
red wine poached pear for dessert. The 
evening’s entertainment is presented by 
Rabbit Run Theater and includes perfor-
mances by the Ashtabula County Choral 
Music Society, The Madison Chorale, 
Lacus Venti recorders and the Madison 
Brass Quintet.  Tickets for the event only 
are $45 including tax, per person. Over-
night packages start at $229, plus tax, for 
two people and include the event as well 
as Saturday night accommodations and 
breakfast for two the following morning. 
For reservations, visitwww.TheLodgeAt-
Geneva.com or call 440-466-7100, press 
0, promo code: FEASTE.
  
        One more weekend for Rock Nativ-
ity! Presented at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Church in Ashtabula. 
Show times are at 8 pm on Friday and 
Saturday, Dec 9 & 10 and 4pm on 
Sunday the 
11th. Rock 
nativity is a 
traditional 
Christmas 
story but 
staged in an 
alleyway in 
New York 
City. The 
cast of 33 
are donating 
their time 
and talent 
to this community event and to Chris 
D`ltri’s memory and legacy. All shows 
are free and open to the public. Proceeds 

collected from donations will be given to 
charity.

Holiday Trek at Geneva-On-The-Lake! 
Trek begins at the High Tide Tavern 5504 
Lake Road, December 10, 2001. Climb 
aboard the party bus with us and travel 
to 15 Geneva and Geneva-On-The-Lake 
Taverns. A fun, safe, adult afternoon out. 
Each stop will provide a beverage and 
appetizer. This event is reservation only. 
FMI or reservations contact Betty (440) 
466-7990 or BettysBar@HighTideTavern.
com Hurry time is running out!

There’s still time to travel the Tan-
nenbaum Trail  December 9-10, 16-
17 (Noon-6pm) Wineries in Northeast 
Ohio  self-driving tour along the Vines 
and Wines Trail in Northeast Ohio. 
Sample wines, enjoy complimentary 

appetizers and receive a Schott Swiesel 
crystal wine glass. At your fi rst winery, 
you will pick up a lighted holiday tree 
and collect ornaments for the tree at each 
winery you visit. 
Charge $45 per couple; 
$35 per single.  www.ohiowines.
org  800-227-6972

Christmas Roller Skating Party De-
cember 21. You are invited to a Merry 
Christmas Roller Skating Party!  The 
Artistic Club at Mentor Skateland hopes 
you will join us on December 21st, from 
6:30 to 8:30pm to celebrate the holiday 
season!  There will be games, raffl es, and 
prizes.  We are expecting a visit from 
Santa himself!  Bring your family and 
friends for this Ho, Ho, Ho good time!  
Skaters admission is only $5 and skate 
rental is available for $2.  Mentor Skate-

land is located at 5615 Andrews Road in 
Mentor on the Lake.  For more informa-
tion call Connie at (440)257-3387.

New Year Eve Skate at Ashtabula 
Family Roller Den  December 31 7pm 
to 1am 2255 West Ave. Ashtabula. New 
Years Eve Skate for the entire Family. 
The cost per person for skating admis-
sion will be $10.00. This includes a glow 
necklace, hats, horns, leis, noisemakers, 
and a sparkling grape juice toast at mid-
night. Fun for the whole family! Skate 
rental extra if needed. 440-964-8200 or 
440-964-9199

Entertainment

DJ
Bands

Production
and

Multimedia

TrendaRocks.com
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tue & Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Thurs, Dec. 8: Brad Pethtel
Fri, Dec. 9: Samantha Fitzpatrick
Sat, Dec. 10: Area 51
Sun, Dec. 11: Open mic with
    Wags & Fred
Fri, Dec. 16: Ernest T Band
Sat, Dec. 17: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, Dec. 18: Open mic with
    Tom Todd
Thurs, Dec. 22: Tom Todd
Fri, Dec. 23: Gotta Play

With purchase
of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

ENJOY PASTA WHILE LISTENING TO OPEN MIC!

COLLECTION SITE
DROP-OFF NEW, UNWRAPPED GIFTS

Hosted by Susie Hagan

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

ALL BEERS $1.99

DIFFERENT DINNER SPECIAL EVERY DAY!

Mon-Closed
Tues & Thr: 4-8
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

Join us for

Relax after a long day at work & enjoy 
dinner or a glass of wine while listening to 
music! Hosted by a variety of musicians!

BOOK YOUR FAMILY
HOLIDAY PARTY!

Sat. Dec 24: To-Go Sales Only

By Sage Satori

Wine is a Fine Ingredient
WHITE HOUSE ONION WINE SOUP
Ingredients
1/4 c. butter, melted
5 lg. onions, chopped fi nely
5 c. beef broth
1/2 c. celery leaves, chopped
1 lg. potato, chopped fi nely
1 c. Chardonnay wine
1 tbsp. vinegar
2 tsp. sugar
1 c. light cream
1 tbsp. minced parsley
Salt & pepper
Seasoned croutons, optional
1 c. mozzarella cheese, optional

Directions
        Combine onion with melted butter; mix 
well. Add next 3 ingredients (broth, celery 
leaves and potato). Bring to boil; then cover 
and simmer 30 minutes. Take this mixture and 
puree in the blender. Return to pan and blend 
in wine, vinegar and sugar. Bring to a boil, 
then simmer 45 minutes. Stir in remaining in-
gredients and season to taste. Heat thoroughly, 
but do not boil.
        For a variety, you may serve with sea-
soned croutons or grated mozzarella cheese. 
Serves 6-8.

Come in and try some of our fantastic snacks
and appetizers from our new menu!

440-259-5077

Live Entertainment

New Year’s Eve
Join us for our second annual New Year’s Eve Party! This event will sell out again this
year so make your reservations early.  Appetizers of cheese and crackers, shrimp coctail.  
Dinner menu: Filet Mignon, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Cavatelli & Meatballs, Mixed Veggie, Salad, 
Rolls & Butter & Pastry Tray.  Music by The Relay.  Cost $100.00/couple prepaid.

 Ramon
Sat. Dec. 17:

         Project Hope Homeless Shelter. 
going to Project  

          Hope.

SIRLOIN BEEF TIPS IN RED WINE
Ingredients
1 slice bacon, cut in small pieces
2 lbs sirloin beef tips or stew beef
2 c Goose Watch Cabernet Sauvignon
1 c beef broth
1 T tomato paste
1 t salt
1 t minced garlic
1/2 t. dried marjoram leaves
1 T fi nely chopped parsley
1 bay leaf, broken in half
3 T fl our
1/2 lb of tiny white onions, peeled 
1 lb baby carrots
2 lbs tiny red potatoes
1/2 lb small mushrooms, cut in half

Directions
        Heat oven to 375° F.  Cook bacon until 
crisp in a large fl ameproof casserole over 
medium-high heat. 
        Remove bacon, leaving fat in casserole.  
Add beef and brown on all sides. 
Remove beef and set aside. Add 1 1/2 cups 
red wine, beef broth, tomato paste, salt, garlic, 
marjoram, parsley and bay leaf to the cas-
serole.  Bring to a boil.
       Whisk together the fl our and remaining 
1/2 cup wine; add to the liquid in casserole. 
Add beef, bacon and vegetables. Cover and 
bake 1 1/2 - 2 hours until beef is tender.



December 7 - 21, 2011 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 7

440-593-5976

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

 

Gift
Certificates!

www.bucciavineyard.com

 

CHARDONNAY POACHED SHRIMP 
AND CITRUS RISOTTO
Ingredients
Citrus Risotto Ingredients
3 c chicken stock
6 T olive oil
2 T orange zest
2½ T minced ginger
1½ c Arborio rice
2 c  Chardonnay
¼ t saffron thread
2 T minced mint
2 T minced cilantro
2 T minced shallots
2 T butter
Salt and Pepper
Orange supremes for garnish

Cooking Shrimp Ingredients
24 shrimp peeled and deveined
1 c Chardonnay

Mint and cilantro stems
Juice of orange squeezed out of orange

Directions
Directions for Risotto
         Remove zest from orange, peel and cut 
supremes, squeeze juice out of remainder and 
reserve.
       Heat oil over medium heat and sauté gin-
ger, shallots, and zest, about 2 minutes.
Add rice, stir for 2-3 minutes. Add saffron, stir 
one more minute
         Add wine and reduce by 1/2. In 1/3’s add 
chicken stock.
        Bring to a simmer; stir until all stock is 
incorporated. Fold in herbs and butter.

Directions for Shrimp
         In stockpot bring to simmer Chardonnay, 
herbs stems and orange juice.  Add shrimp, 
cook until opaque.

       Plating: Spoon Risotto onto 
plate. Arrange 4 shrimp per plate. 
Finish with orange supremes.
Serves: 6

RED WINE CAKE
Ingredients
1 cup white sugar
4 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 (12 ounce) package semisweet chocolate 
chips
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 1/4 cups all-purpose fl our
1/2 cup red wine
4 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder

Directions
        Preheat oven to 360 degrees F (170 de-
grees C). Grease an 9 inch cake pan.
In a large bowl, mix butter, sugar and eggs 
until smooth and creamy; add the vanilla and 
chocolate chips and mix well.
        In a small bowl, mix baking powder and 
fl our; add to creamed mixture.
       Add red 
wine and mix 
well, but not for 
too long. Add 
cocoa powder 
to taste. Bake in 
preheated oven 
for 45 minutes to 
1 hour; let cool 
and decorate. 
Serve.

BERRY WINE SALAD
Ingredients
6 oz. pkg. raspberry Jello
2 c. boiling water
1 (16 oz.) can whole cranberry sauce
1 (8 3/4 oz.) can crushed pineapple
1/2 c. burgundy (or other wine)
1/2 c. chopped nuts

Directions
        Dissolve Jello in water. Stir in cranber-
ries, undrained pineapple and wine. Chill until 
partly set. Stir in nuts.

OPTIONAL TOPPING:
1 (2 oz.) env. dessert topping mix
1 (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
1 tsp. grated orange peel
Prepare dessert topping, beat in cream cheese, 

fold in orange peel.
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By Cat Lilly

Top Ten Best Christmas Blues CDs
          Most people don’t associate the blues 
with happy holiday music or seasonal joy! 
Blues music as a genre doesn’t cash in on 
Christmas as much as country or pop music. 
But there is no better way for a true blues lover 
to enhance their holiday experience and all the 
duties that go with it (untangling and hanging 
the Christmas lights, trimming the tree, wrap-
ping the presents, and days of baking) than to 
tackle these tasks while listening to some fi ne 
Christmas blues. A number of fi ne Christmas 
collections are available for those who enjoy a 
“blues Christmas,” and the following albums 
are among the best of the blues, providing 
plenty of Christmas cheer, minus the mass 
mainstream commercialism. So mix up the 
eggnog, turn up the volume on the stereo, and 
prepare to rock around the Christmas tree! 

1. ‘Alligator Records 
Christmas Col-
lection’ (Alligator 
Records)
         This 1992 
CD from Alligator 
Records features a 
little something from 
everywhere. Contrib-
uting artists include 

legends like Charlie Musselwhite, Lonnie 
Brooks, and Son Seals as well as relative 
newcomers like Kenny Neal, Tinsley Ellis, 
and William Clarke. Fourteen festive tracks 
in all, and the highlight of the collection is 
Koko Taylor’s full-blown rendition of “Merry, 
Merry Christmas.”

2. ‘Austin Rhythm & Blues Christmas’ 
(Sony Music)
          This one is a more contemporary col-
lection of holiday 
tunes than most 
of the others, 
and perfor-
mances from the 
solid musical 
artists of Austin, 
Texas. The album 
features blues, 

roots-rock, and 
Americana 
artists like the 
Fabulous Thunderbirds (“Merry Christmas 
Darling” and “Winter Wonderland”) and 
Lou Ann Barton (“Rockin’ Around The 
Christmas Tree” and “Please Come Home 
For Christmas”), as well as Charlie Sexton 
and Angela Strehli, headlined by Willie 
Nelson’s classic take on “Blue Christmas.”

3. Of B.B. King: The Christmas Collection’ 
(MCA Records/Universal)
         This is one of my favorites, and I listen 
to it every year 
at holiday time. 
Actually a 
budget-priced 
reissue of the 
2001 B.B. King 
album A Christ-
mas Celebration 
Of Hope, it’s a 
decent collection 
of holiday blues tunes from the king of blues 
guitar, with fi ne performances of chestnuts 
like “Merry Christmas, Baby” and “I’ll Be 
Home For Christmas” as well as a new King 
composition, the spry instrumental “Christmas 
Love.”

4. ‘Best Of The Blues: The Christmas Col-
lection’ (Hip-
O Records/
Universal)
        This el 
cheapo entry 
in Universal’s 
“20th Cen-
tury Masters” 
series includes 
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often-anthologized songs from Koko Taylor 
(“Merry, Merry Christmas”) and Charles 
Brown (“Please Come Home For Christmas”) 
along with harder-to-fi nd holiday nuggets like 
“Santa Claus” by Sonny Boy Williamson, as 
well as tracks from William Clarke, Eddie 
Campbell, and Jimmy McCracklin. A dozen 
songs in all, at a budget price. 

5. ‘Blue Yule: Christmas Blues and R&B 
Classics’ (Rhino Records)
          This is probably the hippest blues-ori-
ented Christmas album that you’ll fi nd, includ-
ing rare tracks from 
legends like Lightnin’ 
Hopkins (“Happy New 
Year”) and John Lee 
Hooker (“Blues For 
Christmas”), as well 
as the usual soulful 
holiday fare from folks 
like Charles Brown, 
Jimmy McCracklin, 
and Eddie Camp-
bell. Plus, artists like 
Canned Heat, Roy Milton, Detroit Junior, and 
Louis Jordan (his last recording, 1968’s “Santa 
Claus, Santa Claus”) that don’t show up on 
holiday compilations all that often.

6. Canned Heat’s ‘Christmas Album’ (Fuel 
2000 Records)
        A bit if 
little known 
music trivia: 
America’s fa-
vorite boogie-
rock kings, 
Canned Heat, 
recorded their 

fi rst Christmas song with the novelty band the 
Chipmunks back in 1968. “Christmas Boogie” 
received a little airplay back in the day and 
it’s revisited here, along with another classic 
Canned Heat holiday gem, “Christmas Blues.” 
It is included here in the original version, 
along with a newer performance with guest 
Dr. John and yet a third with guitarist Eric 
Clapton and blues harpist 
John Popper. The rest is 
pure down-home boogie 
with the happiest of 
holiday spirit. 

7. ‘Genuine House-
rockin’ Christmas’ 
(Alligator Records)
        Alligator Re-
cords put out a slew 
of “houserockin’” 
compilations during the late-1980s and 
‘90s to attract new fans to the blues, but 
this 2003 CD celebrates the holidays with 
a diverse sixteen-song collection of blues, 
soul, and zydeco music. Among the artists 

bringing musical cheer are the ever-reliable 
Koko Taylor, Alligator label mainstay Lonnie 
Brooks, phenomenal singers Marcia Ball 
and Shemekia Copeland, and guitarslingers 
Coco Montoya and Michael Burks. Roomful 
of Blues asks the important question, “Santa 
Claus, Do You Ever Get The Blues?”

8. ‘Merry Blue 
Christmas’ (Varese 
Sarabande)
        Solid collection 
of bluesy holiday 
tunes, led off by 
the Charles Brown 

~ Continued on page 19

standard “Please Come Home For Christmas” 
and including performances by Lightnin’ Hop-
kins (“Christmas Blues”), Big Joe Williams 
(“Christmas Blues”), Lowell 
Fulson, Big Joe Turner, and 
Johnny Winter. You can’t 
go wrong with four Charles 
Brown songs!

9. ‘Santa’s Got 
Mojo’ (Electro-Fi 
Records)
         You can’t get 
any hipper for the 
holidays than this red-hot collec-
tion, featuring a unique line-up of 
Christmas blues by Mark Hummel 
(“Thank You, Santa Claus”) and Wil-
lie “Big Eyes” Smith (“One Day Till 
Christmas”), as well as Snooky Pryor, 

Alabama Red, Curley Bridges, and Chris 
Whitley, among others.

10. ‘Stony Plain Christ-
mas Blues’ (Stony Plain 
Records)
        Call it the blues if you 
want, but this is a joyous 
collection of holiday music 
from talented folks like 
Duke Robillard (“Dukes 

Christmas”), Billy Boy Arnold (“Christmas 
Time”), Jimmy Witherspoon (with Robil-
lard on “Christmas Blues”), Roscoe Gordon, 

Big Dave McLean, and Long John 
Baldry. Fourteen tunes in the blues, 
soul, roots-rock, and country vein, 
guaranteed to brighten your Christmas 
morning.

Ohio City Singers
Snow Days CD Release

        The Ohio City Singers were 
formed at a Christmas party fi ve years ago, 
at the home of Chris and Molly Allen. A col-
lection of musicians and friends were sitting 
around the living room, drinking eggnog, 
sharing holiday stories, singing Christmas 
carols.  But these carols weren’t the same old 
songs you hear fi ltering out from the malls at 
Christmas time.  These songs were their own 

stories of candle bags and snow-
fl akes, celebrating the holidays 
with family and friends. Someone 
decided to run some tape and the 
rest is “holiday history!” 
          The result was a 2008 
release of the Christmas compila-
tion “Love and Hope,” an upbeat, 
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By Jim Ales
Comments Edited by Jim Ales

        On December 8th 1980, during Monday 
Night Football in a very important game, 
New England Patriots kicker John Smith 
was lining up to kick the game winning fi eld 
goal with 3 seconds left against The Miami 
Dolphins.  The Patriots were playing for their 
playoff lives and needed to win this game. 
With millions of people watching, com-
mentator Howard Cosell made a diffi cult 
announcement he did not want to make nor 
did anyone want to hear: “Remember, this is 
just a football game, no matter who wins or 
loses. An unspeakable tragedy, confi rmed to 
us by ABC News in New York City: John Len-
non, outside of his apartment building on the 
West Side of New York City, the most famous, 
perhaps, of all the Beatles, shot twice in the 
back, rushed to Roosevelt Hospital, dead … 
on … arrival. Hard to go back to the game 
after that news fl ash, which in duty bound, we 
have to take.”  The game suddenly became 
insignifi cant as a generation experiences a 
similar shock as what the nation felt after JFK 

was assassinated. 
        Lennon was shot by a deranged madman 
(whose name will never be mentioned in this 
publication) at the entrance his New York City 
Dakota apartment building. He had a phenom-
enal affect on everyone’s life in some way 
as individuals or in masses. Many claim his 
song “Give Peace A Chance” actually had an 
impact on ending the war in Vietnam. One has 

to wonder why he never won The Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

        There is really nothing more a 
journalist can report on John Lennon 
which would be new or that anyone 
has not already felt or known about 
him. Having said that, it may be best 
to share some thoughts and comments 

by famous people on John Lennon in 
which you (the reader) may be able to relate 
yourself with John Lennon:

Keith Richards:  
He wasn’t just a mate of mine; he was a mate 
of everybody’s, really. 
Sting: 
I had the reaction that everybody had: disbe-
lief, shock, horror. What happens when people 
like him die is that the landscape changes. 
You know, a mountain disappears; a river is 
gone. And I think his death was probably as 
signifi cant as that.
Peter Fonda:
The Beatles wrote these crowd-pleasing dance 
songs, which evolved into songs of our mo-
ments on this planet. Thank God we had him; 
that his essence didn’t fl oat by us to some 
other place. We got lucky.
Bob Batz Jr. (Dayton Daily News)
When Lennon died, I lost a friend I’ve never 
met, a friend I’ve never talked to, a friend I’ve 
never seen in person, but a friend nevertheless.
Graham Nash:
John’s legacy is that he gave as much dignity 
to the common man as he could. He stood 
for dignity and respect and songs that had a 

reason for being. 
David Crosby:
We were friends. I found him to be smart, 
acerbic, shrewd, witty and a good guy. He 
and the other Beatles were all very kind to us 
when we came over to England as the Byrds. 
For me, John Lennon’s legacy is his songs - all 
those brilliant, beautiful, incredible pieces of 
work. He was a guy with strong opinions, and 
he had no problem expressing them.
Art Garfunkel:
He knew what to say to me that was connected 
and human and real and grounded and fasci-
nating. And that’s what he did with the whole 
planet earth. He was a hit record - his very 
being was like a hit.
John Travolta:
I loved Lennon’s persona. He knew who he 
was, and he knew what he represented to a 
worldwide public. John knew he had the fl oor; 
he knew he had to parlay that into something. 
I think he incited and inspired a whole group 
of youth to speak out and say what they felt.
Chuck Berry:
I felt as if I lost a little part of myself when 
John died.
James Taylor:
He believed very passionately about what 
he wrote. It was obvious that the song was a 
response to people making demands on him 
concerning his radical point of views, and 
you realized that by adulation of the group, 
we were making it more diffi cult for them to 
continue.”
Frank Sinatra:
Lennon was a most talented man and above 
all, a gentle soul. John and his colleagues set 
a high standard by which contemporary music 
continues to be measured.
Lydia Lunch:
The murder of John Lennon defi ned a turning 
point in American history. That some sicko 
would take it upon himself to wipe out the 
messenger whose mantra was “Imagine” and 
“Give Peace a Chance.”
Larry Flynt
Here’s a young man who has made such a sub-
stantial contribution to our culture, and he has 
been taken from us in such a senseless way.
Roger Ebert
I felt as if a chapter of history had been closed.
Isaac Hayes:
He lives through his music. That’s the good 
thing.
Karen Finley:
All I thought was that tragedy affects every-
one. And in time it does affect everyone.
China Forbes:
Since I was only 10 years old, I really didn’t 
feel the impact of what had happened on Dec. 
8, 1980, until I grew up with all the great foot-
age and all of his great songs. And now I feel 
gypped.
Ronnie Spector:
I always think of John Lennon every time I’m 
in the recording studio. I can’t help it. He’s my 
spirit talking to me, saying, “Don’t give up.”

Don Henley:
There is something about the timbre of his 
voice, something that it conveys, that still gets 
to me. The quality and the poetry of his lyrics.  
“Imagine” is about all the war and strife that 
religion has caused, and saying, “Let’s do 
away with all that.” Which I think is a very 
brave and wonderful thing to say.
Michael Douglas:
I’m reminded of how politics today could 
really use John Lennon - his truthfulness. He’s 
needed. That actually was what motivated me 
to begin my work in handgun control -- that 
incident.
Sheryl Crow:
He represented the rock & roll attitude of 
rebellion, dissatisfaction and social conscious-
ness - the idea that we as people can expand 
our minds, grow, live together and love in 
peace. He tried to incorporate those ideals in 
his music and his life. His infl uence is every-
where - in every rock & roll singer-songwriter.
Drew Barrymore:
He gave everyone great music to be sad to and 
make love to and laugh to and drive to, and 
every sort of thing that you live in the world. 
If you put his music on to anything that you’re 
doing in life, it fi ts right alongside of it. 
Donovan:
John certainly had a wicked tongue all right, 
but he was honest to a fault. Therefore, many 
people often considered him to be very hard 
and forward. Actually, that’s how he protected 
his sensitivities, by saying exactly what he 
felt. As far as I’m concerned, he ranks up there 
with Kennedy, Martin Luther King and Gan-
dhi as a fi gure for peace in the world.
Edward Koch:
John Lennon profoundly affected a generation. 
His music and that of the Beatles was world-
wide in importance.
Bill Wyman:
John knew where he was going, and was very 
strong; he really got it together: Very deter-
mined.
Norman Mailer:
 We have lost a genius of the spirit. 

        As the deadline nears for the troops to be 
withdrawn out of Iraq, who would have ever 
known what songs would have been inspired 
and written by John Lennon refl ecting his 
thoughts on another confl ict that seemed as 
senseless as Vietnam. His dream of world 
peace would certainly have been challenged 
with all the unrest through the world.  Maybe 
he could of have gotten involved in politics, 
as Michael Douglas suggested, and came up 
brilliant international policies that actually 
worked and there never would have ever been 
threat or war on terrorism. And he could have 
won The Nobel Peace Prize.   But, You May 
Say I’m a Dreamer…………….
        Oh…by the way…The Patriots lost that 
game. The fi eld goal was blocked and they 
lost in overtime. Their chances of going to the 
playoffs were dead.  
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Quail Hollow Resort

        Occasionally, on a Saturday afternoon, 
my wife Charleen and I will fi nd that we have 
the evening to spend as we choose.  When 
this occurs, we will almost always refer to our 
latest issue of “The Voice” to fi nd just who is 
playing where, and then we make a plan for 
the night, which usually includes dinner, a 
nice, local Cabernet, (though I am digging the 
Christmas Ales) and of course, Live Music.
          Fortunately, over the past several years, 
we‘ve become friends with many area musi-
cians and it is nice to get out to hear them 
perform and to support them as they do what 
they do.  Once in a while though, we will 
venture a little further from home to enjoy an 
artist that is either new to the area, or perhaps 
only nearby occasionally. Either way, it is 
always a pleasure to spend the time together, 
enjoying the endless supply of dining and 
entertainment choices along the North Coast.
         Last Saturday, the evening began with 
dinner at the Redhawk Grille in Concord.  
They have a new chef and a new menu that 
has a wide array of specialty entrées.  I had 
the pan-seared salmon, which was wonderful. 
We then stopped in (just around the corner) at 
CK’s Lounge in Quail Hollow Resort to listen 
to the Dave Sterner Trio.  Dave is a very 
gifted sax player as well as a faculty member 
of the jazz studies program at Tri-C, and I 
respect and enjoy his work immensely.
          As we enjoyed the band, (and the 
Christmas Ale), a couple was seated at the 
next table.  Soon after, the gentleman intro-
duced himself and asked if my wife and I 
were jazz fans. I told him that we were indeed 
jazz fans, as well as music fans in general. As 
the conversation continued, we learned that I 
know his brother whom I have mentioned in 
previous issues of this article. Small world.  
As the conversation continued, we eventu-
ally discovered that we were both musicians, 
therefore opening the door to discussions that 
could have continued for days. I later learned 
from Dave, that this individual is a very 
accomplished artist, in his own right. One 
never knows who you may meet in a musical 
setting.   
            One topic over the course of the 
evening was focused upon the limited number 
of jazz clubs in the area. There is of course 
Nighttown, which you will fi nd mentioned 
very frequently in this article because of their 
support of local talent as well as their ability 
to attract national acts, but where are the other 
little jazz joints where one can fi nd the local 
players.  With the huge amount of talent that 
can be found in the Cleveland area, there have 
got to be places where these artists can be 
heard.

          Well, that got me to thinking, and then 
I began digging around a bit. So I have put 
together a list of some of the places in the city 
where you can enjoy a little live jazz with your 
dinner.  A few of these venues, such as the 
Velvet Tango Room, feature live entertain-
ment several nights a week, but most feature 
jazz on the weekend or perhaps seasonally or 
only occasionally.  Whatever the case, check 
these places out.  Enjoy a dinner or cocktail, 
and if they do not have live jazz that evening, 
ask the manager how soon the live entertain-
ment will be returning.  If they know you’re 
looking for it, maybe they will bring the music 
back more often.
          If there is live music scheduled, please 
stop in for dinner and give a listen, your sup-
port will be appreciated by the band as well as 
the proprietors.   

 
Velvet Tango Room
2095 Columbus Rd. Cleveland
www.velvettangoroom.com

The South Side
2207 w. 11th St.  Tremont
www.southsidecleveland.com

Sergio’s Sarava
13225 Shaker Square, Cleveland
www.sergioscleveland.com

Wonder Bar
2044 E. 4th St. Cleveland
www.wonderbarcleveland.com

Piatto-Novo 
in the Sheraton Suites, 1989 Front St., 
Cuyahoga Falls
www.piatto-novo.com

Johnny’s Downtown
1406 W. 6th St. Cleveland
www.johnnysclevland.com

Mardi Gras
1423 E. 21st, St. Cleveland
www.mardigrascleveland.com 

Mustard Seed Market
3885 W. Market, Akron
www.mustardseedmarket.com

Pete’s Tavern
1318 Warrensville Center
www.petes-tavern.com

Barking Spider Tavern
11310 Juniper, Cleveland

www.barkingspidertavern.com

        On an even more personal note, I’d like 
to thank all who attended The BlueJazz Jam 
Holiday Reunion.  It was great to see all the 
familiar faces, jam with the jammers and 
enjoy the camaraderie.  It was also very cool 
to see and enjoy the talents of the fi rst-timers.  
Thanks again to all. We will have to do that 
again one of these days.

By Don Perry
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By Cat Lilly

N

a Noel Appetizer spread of cream cheese 
with roasted red peppers, black olives, and 
smoked salmon. Second course was a truly 
delicious Butternut Squash Soup, followed 
by generous platters of Pesto Bruschetta Flat 
Bread. After a little revelry between actors 
and audience members, consisting of sing-
a-longs and dancing, guests cleansed their 
palates with Cranberry Walnut Salad. Main 
course consisted of choice of Stuffed Pork 
Loin, Chicken Breast, or Perch, accompanied 

by Roasted Red Potatoes and 
Green Beans 

Almon-

dine.  The entire meal was delectable, right 
down to the dessert, Homemade Pumpkin 
Cheesecake. 
          Throughout dinner, the actors took on 
the task of a fully theatrical yet comic retell-
ing of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
one of the most heartwarming and enduring 
classics of all time. Although Dickens origi-
nally wrote the morality tale as a potboiler to 
pay off a debt, upon its publication in 1843 
the book became an instant success, selling 
over six thousand copies in one week. The 
story deals with two of Dickens’ recur-
ring themes, poverty and social injustice, 
and touched a chord with the downtrodden 

       A jolly good time was had by all who 
attended the dinner theater presentation of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol during 
opening weekend December 2nd through 
December 4th. Guests were greeted at the 
door and escorted to their seats, where their 
every whim was indulged by members of the 
Noble Arts Entertainment acting troupe, as the 
wonderful smell of hot spiced apple wassail 
wafted through the candlelit room. 
          Throughout the show, the top-notch cast 
members involved the audience 
in dance and song 

of the Victorian era. The entire room was used 
as theater space, further engaging the audi-
ence with the actors.  The Historic Oak Room 
proved to be a perfect setting for the Victorian 
era with its original mahogany bar, and the 
hand-crafted oak panels and murals of Euro-
pean country scenes adorning the walls. 
         Audience members were virtually 
transported back in time to the days of Merry 
Olde England, as they sipped on authentic 
“intoxicants” of choice, perhaps a rum-spiked 
glass of eggnog, while being entertained with 
holiday recitations, songs, and parlour games 
of the era. The scrumptious Christmas feast 
was served in six courses, beginning with 

The Lakehouse Inn Winery

Award Winning Wines in a Spectacular Lakefront Setting

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com
Book your next getaway at our Bed & Breakfast Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Thursday-Saturday 5-9PM and Sunday 4-8PM
Winery Hours: 

New Year’s Eve Dinner
Seating at 5:30pm & 8pm

WE WILL
BE CLOSED
DECEMBER

19-25
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Fri. Dec. 9th: The Sofa King Cool Band (Rock)
Sat. Dec. 10th: Mary Taylor Brooks (Country)
Fri. Dec. 16th: Rock File 
Sat. Dec.17th: Brickhouse Blues
                     Fri. Dec. 23rd: Christmas Party
                             with Tony Rio & Relentless

www.starlitelounge.org

Tuesday:
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Happy Hour all

British working class. Brook Collin Hall, 
artistic director of the Noble Art Entertainment 
production, has done a great job of keeping it 
light enough for the dinner 
theater venue, without 
losing sight of the social 
message, which is certainly 
relevant today. 
          The cast members 
were convincing in their 
roles, with Hall a stand-out 
as Ebenezer Scrooge and 
Tristan Kujanpaa particu-
larly impressive in his trio 
roles as the Ghost of Jacob 
Marley, Mr. Fezziwig, and 
the Ghost of Christmas 
Present. Sarah Cantrel, 
Noble Art’s co-owner, 
was radiant as the angelic 
Ghost of Christmas Past. 
Several new faces have joined the production 
this year, including the two youngest perform-
ers in Noble Art’s history.  Madison Betts, 11 
played the roles of Martha Cratchit and the 
young street urchin.  And keeping things in the 
family, Director Brook Hall’s eight-year-old 
daughter Lorelei took on her very fi rst show as 
one of the Cratchit children.
          Chorale arrangements of the traditional 
“Carol of the Bells” and “Coventry Carol” 

were outstanding, and Stacy Steele’s beautiful 
interpretation of “Ave Maria” was an absolute 
show-stopper. (Ms. Steele also served as nar-
rator, and portrayed Mrs. Fezziwig.) At the 
end of the play, the cast sang a capella, closing 
with the authentic Olde English rounds “Hey 
Ho” and “Solin”.                                           
          This year marks the fi fth annual produc-
tion of A Christmas Carol at the Oak Room, 
but every season the experience is unique – 
mixing it up with cast and music changes, and 
retelling the classic story a little differently. 
Each year the crowds have increased as people 
return with more and more friends and family, 
becoming a holiday tradition for many.  
              This magical theater presentation is 
truly a Christmas treat for the whole fam-
ily, with special Sunday performances for 
children. The audience participation is a hoot, 

but there is never any pressure for those who 
prefer not to get involved. I highly recommend 
it to anyone who likes to enjoy themselves 
while being immersed in the spirit of a Victo-
rian Christmas. 
          Performances are running weekends 
through December 18th. Showtime is 7:30 
on Friday and Saturday, and 5:00 on Sunday. 
Doors open one hour early for cocktails. 
Reservations are required. (The show sold out 

all performances opening weekend, so 
order your tickets early.)Tickets are 
$40.00 per adult, and Sunday Child 
Tickets are $30.00 for twelve and 
under.  For more information or to 
reserve tickets, call 1-440-466-8650 
or visit online at www.genevalanding.
com           
(The Oak Room has a full service 
bar and is also available for hosting 
Christmas parties, with seating for up 
to sixty people. Themed entertainment 
available, from carolers and comedic 
storytellers to private showings of ‘A 
Christmas Carol’.) 
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
A Word from 
a Guy
 
         Hello, my name is 
Steve Guy and from now on 
in this portion of the magazine, 
you’ll be reading about all things 
comedy that have to do with Northeast Ohio 
and possibly, the world. It’s my intention to 
bring to you my humorous observations in 
this column each issue a well as let you know 
what is going on in the comedic community 
of Northeast Ohio. On top of that, I will also 
begin doing an advice column. How am I 
qualifi ed for these things? Well, quite frankly, 
I’m probably not, but I came up with it and 
you didn’t so that’s why I’m here writing 
this nonsense and you’re there reading it. I 
admit, I don’t even know enough about the 
periodical for which I’m writing. In fact, 
when it was fi rst mentioned to me to consider 
writing for the Voice I thought to myself, “Ya 
know, I’m not too sure how I will play with 
the gays.” Then I fi gured, heck, I’m much 
more attractive and certainly more whimsi-
cal than the drag queen they put on NBC for 
the show with the same name and advertise 
as being Christina Aguilera, so I think the 
gays will probably really like me. However, 
I actually picked up an issue and found out 
the ‘Northcoast Voice’ is in fact for everyone, 
not just the gay community. I am sensing that 
these last few sentences may come off a bit 
awkward, so let’s move on.
        A good place to start is probably to let 
you know a little bit about me. I have been 
doing stand-up comedy locally for about the 
last three years. The stand-up comedy world 
is full of ups and downs, from fi nally being 
able to perform in front of a sold-out crowd at 
an actual comedy club to performing at a bar 
for three people who are all there to be drunk 
and not listen to you. I also am in the process 
of working to bring a late night television talk 
show to Northeast Ohio. I would of course 
be the host and it is entitled, Up Late With 
Steve Guy. We do live tapings to build up 
the word and buzz on it from time to time, 
so stay posted and I’ll be sure to talk about 
that in the future. Thus far, it’s not on TV, so 
if you haven’t heard of it, that’s why. Don’t 
worry, I won’t ever become one of those guys 
who thinks his sh%$ doesn’t stink. In fact, I 
just got a smell of my own brand just before 
sitting down to write this and it was unbear-
able. I mean, I wanted to get up and leave, but 
clearly the only reason I didn’t was because 
I either left it where it belonged or took it 
with me and believe me, I did NOT want to 

be smelling that all day. 
Admittedly, I like to drink. I 

am currently coming off a night 
where I got obliterated, which 

is my excuse for the previ-
ous two sentences. Now, as 

for being able to give advice? 
Well, I’ve been the guy stuck 

in “the friend zone” for most of 
my life, so I’ve seen every side 

of relationships and am very blunt 
and observant. Plus, I went to college 

at Miami (Ohio) for a Marketing Degree, 
which translates to learning about advertising, 
which translates to literally being educated in 
the world of bs-ing people.
        Initially, I wanted to inform everyone 
about all the exciting shows that will be go-
ing on in the great month of December, but 
upon offering to give the comedic world of 
Northeast Ohio all free advertising I was met 
with quite the response. As in, “hey that’s 
awesome, I’ll get you all my info,” and then 
did not receive anything from most of the 
people who said that. So, instead, I’m going to 
let you know about the lucky few who actually 
did want you and your friends to show up to 
the shows and perhaps in the next issue I’ll 
tell you about more! Are ready kids? Wonder-
ful! Let’s begin: Firstly, just about everyone 
knows of the Improv and Hilarities Comedy 
Clubs in downtown Cleveland. However, what 
many people don’t realize is that they can 
get great entertainment in Cuyahoga Falls as 
well for a cheaper price and see some great 
local talent as well. It’s called the Funny Stop 
Comedy Club, and for your aspiring comics 
out there, they do amateur nights each and 
every Tuesday night. Check out their website 
www.funnystop.com for a schedule of all 
their headliners and the phone number to call 
for reservations or signing up for the amateur 
night. One thing you won’t see on the website 
though, is that I will be emceeing at this fi ne 
establishment from December 13th to the 
17th. So come on out and have some laughs 
with me and even give them a call and say you 
found out about the show by reading my col-
umn. It may get you a discount, if it doesn’t, 
well it’s probably because the club owner is a 
racist. Only kidding! (insert corny chuckle and 
knee slap).
        Aside from the Funny Stop, there are 
plenty of other ways to see great local come-
dic talent around the area. Many of which 
are actually free shows! There are open mic 
comedy nights all over as well as organized 
shows where tomorrow’s talent can be seen. 
For example, let’s start in the Youngstown area 
where each Friday the Youngstown Comedy 

Syndicate puts together free shows at a spot 
called ‘Belleria Pizza and Italian Restaurant 
Conersburg.’ Many of these shows not only 
include talent from Northeast Ohio and parts 
of Pennsylvania, but also nationally touring 
comics coming through town. If I might sug-
gest any of the shows in the month of Decem-
ber, I would suggest heading out on Friday, 
December 9th to see yours truly performing 
there. Much of the shows featuring area com-
ics are free, but when a fantastic name comes 
to town, they do require a charge. Be sure to 
look up the Youngstown Comedy Syndicate 
on Facebook for more details.
        If you’re in the Akron area and don’t 
mind getting out during the week, there’s a 
free show that goes on at the Vortex Concert 
Club & Lounge located at 1165 Brittain Rd. 
It’s called the ‘Cottage Comedy Showcase’ 
and is organized by local comedian Shawn 
Boyd. It’s opportunity for some new com-
ics starting out to get stage time outside of a 
comedy club amateur night and an opportunity 
for comics who have been at it for a bit to do 
more time than they might usually get and 
build their acts. It just started this month and 
will continue each and every Wednesday at 
8:30pm.
        For you westsiders, there’s a new show 
starting up at the Lakewood Village Tavern on 
Wednesday nights hosted by Joe Whelan, or 
as he’s properly listed on Facebook and other 
social networking sites, Joseph John Whelan. 
It’s certainly not a show for the early birds as 
it starts at 10pm, but it is entertaining nonethe-
less and also features some great local talent. 
Finally, there’s the Comedy Night at the 
Euclid Tavern which is on Thursday nights 
in Cleveland and is hosted by local comic 
Dan Brown. The show starts at roughly 9pm 
and always features a few of the area’s fi nest 
in comedic talent. It’s also a location that 
happens to be like a second home to me with 
great drink prices and a karaoke night that I 
host immediately following the comedy every 
week! The fun thing to keep in mind about all 
of these shows is that, you never quite know 
what to expect, except for fun. The Northeast 
Ohio comedy community doesn’t just feature 
aspiring stand-up comedians, but there are 
certain local radio and YouTube stars who 
often make appearances and do performances 
at these spots. So if you’ve got a hankering for 
some haughty laughs I highly suggest support-
ing live comedy and making it out to any of 
the aforementioned shows.
        Well, that pretty much sums up this edi-
tion from me. I need to get back into bed and 
wake up sober. I hope you readers will enjoy 
me as much as I enjoy myself.
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For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD “Debut De La Fin”
is now available on itunes!

To Our Fans Far And Wide,

Have A Safe And
Merry Christmas!
TCO Will Return To
The Stage
In Jan. 2012.

BREWIN’ THE BREW
Lakefront Brewery
        Lakefront Brewery is a leader in brew-
ing the best beers in 
Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. Started in 
1987, Lakefront 
Brewery has been 
brewing for more 
than 24 years. 
Riverwest Stein 
is Lakefront’s 
Flagship beer, but 
Lakefront also 
brews it’s popular 
New Grist, an 
award winning glu-
ten free beer, seasonal 

beers, IPA and 
Lager. Avail-
able through-
out Ohio.
   Pours a 
light orange 
with an off-
white head. 
Flavors of cin-
namon, nutmeg 
and cloves meld 

well with a slightly 
sweet background that actually does taste a 
bit like pumpkin. Caramel and Munich malts 
reinforce this beer’s mouthfeel and lend to the 
malty sweetness. Serve Lakefront Brewery’s 
Pumpkin Lager with holiday meals  the spice 
characters really bring out the depth of full-
fl avored meats and vegetables.
      Lakefront Brewery’s version of a 
winter warmer: brewed with cinnamon, 
orange zest, clove and generous amounts 
of honey. Pours a deep amber to ruby color 
with an off-white head. Aromas are fruity 
and spicy, with a slight fl oral undertone from 
the lager yeast. The fl avor is smooth, full 
and spicy, balanced by the bite of Mt. Hood 
hops and a substantial, warming alcohol 
character. This is a full bodied beer, mak-
ing it a holiday taste sensation that will 
warm your bones on a cold winter night.                                                                                          
www.lakefrontbrewery.com

There is a New Brewers’ Choice 
Variety Pack Coming to Town

        The January arrival of the new package 
will follow the Winter Classics Variety 
Pack once it is sold out in stores. The 
Brewers’ Choice variety pack is just that, 
a selection of beers picked by six brew-
ers working at Boston Beer Company. 

Here are the six:
Boston Lager – Jim Koch (Founder/
Brewer)
Alpine Spring – David Grinell (VP of 
Brewing)
Irish Red – Bob Cannon (Brewer)

Black Lager – Grant Wood (Sr. Brewing 
Manager)
Mighty Oak Ale – Andrew Lamont (Brewer)
Whitewater IPA – Dean Gianocostas 
(Brewer)

        

There are 
three new beers including: the new spring 
seasonal, Alpine Spring, an unfi ltered Helles 
lager; Mighty Oak Ale, an amber ale aged on 
oak chips; and Whitewater IPA, a Belgian-
style Wit brewed with fi ve hop varieties from 
Australia & the U.S. along with apricots, 
orange peel and coriander. Out of the new 
beers, Mighty Oak is the only one that will be 
exclusive to the Brewers’ Choice pack. Boston 
Beer announced in this past week’s newsletter 
that the beer beat out Maple Pecan Porter in 
the 2011 Beer Lovers’ Choice contest. Alpine 
Spring, being the new spring seasonal, will 
become available in 6pks, 12pks and on draft 
for both on and off-premise accounts start-
ing in early January. Whitewater IPA will be 
available in a year-round 6-pack starting in 
February. 
        On an additional note, one of the four 
“Single Batch” Series beers, Tasman Red, will 

be available on draft starting in late early/mid 
February.

Nearly a Dozen new Breweries 
Open in Ohio
        The state’s newest brewpub, Alexan-
dria’s, opened November 25th in Findlay. And 
Market Garden Brewery and Distillery — 
Cleveland’s newest brewery that opened over 
the summer — is making beer and spirits.
Then there are places on the cusp of opening, 
such as Blank Slate Brewing Co. and Double 
Barrel Brewery in Cincinnati, Toxic Brew Co. 
in Dayton, BottleHouse Brewery in Cleveland 
Heights, Cleveland Whiskey in Cleveland 
and Crafted Artisan Meadery in rural Portage 
County.
       Brewin the Brew is alive and well in 
Ohio! More to come in future segments.
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Compiled and Edited by Sage Satori

        In all reality there may be a couple 
individuals on your gift list that would not be 
satisfi ed with local or handmade items (kids 
and techies for example) but if we all try we 
can help to keep our local businesses thriving 
or purchase gifts that are made from recycled 
products. The North Coast Voice is throwing a 
few ideas your way, hope it helps!

Wine, Wine Baskets, Products made from 
Wine, Gift Certifi cates to Visit a Winery 
It’s all Here in Wine Country

        Most of the wineries on the north coast, 
who are advertisers throughout this magazine, 
have a gift shop, make wine baskets, and sell 
gift certifi cates. I enjoy purchasing a bottle 
from two or three wineries and perhaps a gift 
certifi cate from another and putting together 
my own basket of goodies. For the creatively 
or time challenged individuals stop and peruse 
the shelves for that wine lover on your list, 
there is a gift for every budget. Purchasing lo-
cal wine supports local business and economy. 

Recycled Trash iPhone Case From 
ReCase
        What better way to protect your pre-
cious iPhone 4s than wrapping it in garbage? 
The ReCase from Miniwizis made from rice 
farming by-products and recycled plastic 
bottles. It also has a special spot for an Radio-
frequency identifi cation (RFID) card for track-

ing it down when you leave it somewhere, and 
comes in six colors. (ReCase iPhone Case on 
Amazon, $25) miniwiz.com

Organic Herb Garden Kit 
  A handful of fresh herbs adds bright, 
vibrant fl avor to any dish, turning everything 
from plain pasta to homemade ice cream into a 
tastebud-teasing dish. Grow your own herbs -- 
and save time at the store, money, and carbon 
-- with this organic herb kit from Olive Barn.
The kit comes with the supplies for grow-
ing three herbs -- choose from basil, chives, 
cilantro, oregano, parsley, and thyme -- as well 
as plant pots made from rice hulls that you can 
compost after fi ve years. (Organic Herb Gar-
den Kit, olivebarn.com $30)

   

Give the 
Luxurious Feel and Warmth of Royal 
Inca Alpaca Clothing
Gloves, scarves, blankets, Men’s and Women’s
sweaters, jackets, capes and even socks. More 
information is available through royalincaal-
pacas.com 
or shop the 
wide selec-
tion available 
at Victoria’s 
Corner in 
the heart of 
downtown 
Geneva.

1860 Austinburg Rd.
Austinburg, Ohio

440-275-2711

New Year’s Eve
Special:

Room & Dinner
Bottle of Champagne

Jacuzzi

Call for special price.
Tell us you saw the ad in

THE NORTHCOAST 
VOICE Magazine!

Don't get boxed in for the holidays!
Come see how we have changed

to the Ramada.
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Ohio’s Lake Erie Wineries
This book by Claudia J. Taller is an awesome 
pictorial history of the region and a great read 
for the history 
buff or the 
wine lover. 
The book is 
available at 
a number of 
retail loca-
tions, includ-
ing Barnes 
& Noble, 
Loganberry 
Books, Mac’s 
Backs, and in 
several gift 
shops in wine 
country. 

Crav Vodka – A special treat for the 
Vodka lover on your gift list. 
Made in the USA, owned and operated in 
Ohio. Crav has a 
passion for pro-
ducing vodka 
that is soft, silky 
and ultra-smooth. 
Take just one sip 
and you’ll feel the 
dedication and love 
of the people who 
made it. Maybe, it 
will even add a little 
passion to your life. 
Embrace the passion 
this holiday season. 
$33 visit cravspirits.com for distribution loca-
tions and drink recipes that you’ll Crav.

  
Give the gift that keeps on giving with 
Great Lakes Brewing Co. Gift Cards!
Visit the Brewpub or onsite Gift Shop, buy 
$100 in Great Lakes Brewing Company gift 
cards and receive a $20 “Brew Year’s Resolu-
tion” voucher redeemable onsite Monday, 
January 9, 2012 through Wednesday, Febru-

ary 29, 2012. Take advantage of this special 
offer to improve your beer pallet! Stick a card 
inside of a six pack of Christmas Ale and that 
beer lover on your list will most defi nitely 
smile.

Great Lakes Brewing Company is an envi-
ronmentally and socially conscious brewer of 
award-winning, all natural beer. The care that 
goes into the beer resonates from a commit-
ment to the community and environment, oth-
erwise known as the “Triple Bottom Line” - to 
engage in economic, social and environmental 
practices that achieve a sustainable, yet profi t-
able, business. Greatlakesbrewing.com

Novelty Gifts Galore at What the Rock 
Boutique
Based in Columbus, What the Rock?! Hip & 
Unique Rock and Roll Boutique is a stop place 
to shop for Stocking stuffers, 
Rock t-shirts, mugs and 
much more very reasonably 
priced and Free Shipping for 
orders of $45 or more. Ok, 
this one isn’t enviro friendly 
or really local but it’s fun 
just to look around. www.
whattherock.com

Pootastic Organic Cotton T’s and Pa-
per Products made from Poo
         Mr. Ellie Pooh has hooked up with one 
of Oprah’s favorite companies, “Me to We” 
to bring you the ultimate in Pootastic style. 
These T’s are made 
of 100% Organic 
Cotton. Feel good 
about what you’re 
wearing; sweatshop-
free manufacturing 
where 50% of profi ts 
go to Me to We’s char-
ity partner “Free the 
Children”. 
        Each T-shirt has our Momma/
Baby Butt logo with our catch phrase “Poo 
Happens...!” on the back of the shirt. On sale 
for $14.99
Mr. Ellie Pooh LLC is a new Eco-friendly, in-
novative company that sells 100% handmade 
journals, stationery, crafts, scrapbook/photo 
albums and various grades of paper made of 
50% elephant dung (Ellie Pooh Paper) from 
Sri Lanka. Mostly, elephant orphanages supply 
the Poo. Mr. Ellie Pooh distributes throughout 
the US and Canada. All of the paper products 
are 100% recycled, 50% Ellie Poo and 100% 
fun. Mrelliepooh.com
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The Musicians’ 

Night Before Christmas
By Tom Todd

Twas the night before Christmas, and all 
through the pad
Musicians were jammin’ but playing quite 
bad.
They’d been there since Tuesday, drinking 
cheap beer,
Falling over their amps and tripping over their 
gear.
The cords were all tangled, the PA was a joke,
Their guitars were untuned and their g-strings 
were broke.
The drums were all broken, the horns were 
all fl at
The piano collapsed, almost squishing the cat.
A guitarist was slumped by the chimney, with 
hair,
That grew down to his waist, he didn’t care!
Only one song they played, they were near 
comatose,

“Freebird” it was, or something quite close.
The children were huddled, trying to sleep in 
their beds,
With earplugs and pillows wrapped ‘round 
their heads.
When up on the roof there arose such a clatter,
That even the drummer stopped to see what 
was the matter.
Then, down through the chimney there seemed 
to descend,
A little old man and eight of his friends.
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
With a stocking full of guitar strings and a bag 
full of picks
But who were the eight other people with 
him?
They approached the musicians, looking quite 
grim.
More rapid than Eagles or Bill Haley’s Comets 
they came,
Santa whistled, and shouted, and called them 
by name:
“Now, Jimi! Now Elvis! Bach, Beethoven and 
all!
Come, George! Come, John! Come, Ringo and 
Paul!”
And then, in a twinkling, each one of the eight
Joined in the jam, it was really fi rst rate!
Jimi grabbed a quitar and started to rip!
Elvis stood up and wiggled his hips.
To the keyboards went Beethoven and Bach
As John, George and Ringo proceeded to rock!
The local musicians stood around in shock
(They’d never heard of Beethoven or Bach.)
Then Jimi instructed, “Always play with some 

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Ferrantes Winery  

The Winery at Spring Hill  

Vintage Estates Winery

soul.”
Ringo said, “Keep a good beat!” as he played 
a drum roll.
Paul told the musicians, with a smile on his 
face,
“Remember good melody!” as he slung on the 
bass
George said, “Playing with fi nesse was always 
my solution.”
“Learn music theory,” was Bach’s contribu-
tion,
John said, “Write a good song, that tells a 
good tale.”
Beethoven added, “And practice your scales!”
Elvis concluded with a masculine yell
“Whatever you do, try to do well!”
The musicians all thanked them through 
smiles and cheers
And promised they’d practice more, next com-
ing year.
Then Santa layed his fi nger aside of his nose,
(He’d come down with the sniffl es, all the 
musicians supposed.)
Then suddenly Santa and his eight helpers 
fl ew
Up the chimney much quicker than me or than 
you.
They sprang to their sleigh, and away they did 
roar
To another engagement, another encore.
But I heard them exclaim, as they drove off in 
their rig,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good 
gig!”
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WEDS.Musician’s Night 9pm 
with Ted Riser!

HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 Buckets 
of Beer WEEKENDS

Fri. Dec. 9 - Elm Street Blues Band

Sat. Dec. 10 - Agent 99

Fri. Dec. 16 - T.B.S.

Sat. Dec. 17 - The JiMiller Band

Weds. Dec. 21 - Christmas Party 

Hosted by Ted Riser

Fri. Dec. 23 - The Nick Zuber Band

Sat. Dec. 24 - Closed - Merry Christmas!

Fri. Dec. 30 - The Burnt River Band

Sat. Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Party

Hosted by One Night Stand

THUR. DJ NIGHT!

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

Business
Opportunity

For information, call Pete

440-537-3353

Katie’s Pub for Lease!
Great Location!

Mentor Ave. & Fairgrounds Rd.
Approximately 2,200 sq. ft.

Has been a bar for 70 years.

For Sale
Oscar Schmidt

Autoharp

21 chords, acoustic or electric

pick-up, digital fine tuning feature.

$500.

Call Cat

440-466-4623

catchy original album of festive tunes by this 
multigenerational “supergroup” of Cleveland 
musicians. The CD featured party songs like 
“Eggg Nogg” and “Snow Flake,” which were 
played in rotation on Clear Channel’s 106.5 
FM, as well as sentimental ballads like “Ado-
ration” and “Suspended Disbelief,” and the 
raucous closer “Holiday Hop”. 
          Chris Allen is still leading the band 
on the Ohio City Singers’ new 2011 release, 
“Snow Days”, the latest collection of original 
holiday music from this all-star group of local 
musicians. Allen has been kicking around the 
music scene for quite some time. He was re-
cently named Best Male Cleveland Songwriter 
by Cleve-
land 
Scene 
Maga-
zine. He 
fronted 
the ac-
claimed 
group 
Rosavelt 
and has 
per-
formed 
with the 
likes of 
other rock 
stars spawned from Northeast Ohio like The 
Pretenders’ Chrissie Hynde, DEVO and The 
Black Keys. For both “Love and Hope” and 
“Snow Days,” Allen teamed up with famed 
Cleveland songwriter/musician/producer Don 
Dixon, whose previous clients have included 
R.E.M. and the Smithereens. Those offi cial 
releases were preceded by a series of limited-
edition albums recorded at parties and given to 
family and friends, starting in 2003.   
          At rehearsals, the beer fl ows freely 
between numbers, as do the laughs. Round-
ing out the latest Ohio City Singers lineup are 
singer Kelly Wright, guitarist Matt Sobol, gui-
tarist Austin “Candy Cane” Charanghat (aka 
Walkin’ Cane), keyboardist Nick Stipanovich, 
multi-instrumentalist Doug McKean and bass-
ist Tom Prebish. Allen, Stipanovich, McKean 

and Prebish are members of the Boys from the 
County Hell, a Pogues tribute band. Charang-
hat regularly gigs around town on his own, 
and just won the Cleveland Blues Challenge’s 
solo artist award, for a chance to compete in 
the International Blues Challenge in Memphis. 
Kirby plays with the Jack Fords and a Gram 
Parsons tribute band, the New Soft Shoe. 
Wright and Sobol are veterans of Anne E. 
DeChant’s band and the Waynes, respectively.
          Allen and McKean handle most of the 
songwriting, with everyone pitching in on 
the arrangements. It was Allen’s father who 
initially encouraged him to write a Christ-
mas song, which was a challenge at fi rst. But 
eventually, Allen handed his dad the fi rst Ohio 

City Singers CD, 
and “It blew him 
away,” says Allen. 
“Snow Days” is 
dedicated to his 
father, who died 
three years ago.
          The Ohio 
City Singers’ new 
release takes its 
title from that feel-
ing of euphoria we 
all remember upon 
fi nding out that 
school is closed 
because of winter 

weather. Michael Stanley makes a cameo as 
the DJ who announces the good news. Other 
highlights include “Snow Angel,” “Down My 
Chimney Tonight” and the self-referential 
“OCS Fight Song.”
          Christmas came early this year for the 
Ohio City Singers. “Snow Days” was recorded 
in mid-September, in the basement of Allen’s 
home, now in Fairview Park. “We just put on 
some Christmas lights for inspiration,” Allen 
said. They marked the release of the feel-good 
album with a matinee concert at Cleveland’s 
House of Blues, in the cozy Cambridge Room, 
on December 3rd, but Allen and friends were 
back in his basement Monday evening to 
rehearse for a full slate of upcoming holiday 
gigs. Dates and samples available online. 
(www.ohiocitysingers.com)

~Continued from Page 9



20 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 7 - 21, 2011

By Helen Marketti

6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

       Makayla Dawn band members have been 
active in live bands since 1996. The cur-
rent lineup consists of Mike Schneider (lead 
vocals/bass), John Sawtelle (guitar/vocals) and 
Tim Boyd (drums).
     “It’s been a bit of a revolv-
ing door with band members over 
the years,” said Mike. “At fi rst it 
was myself and the guitar player’s 
brother plus a buddy from high 
school. We did many covers from 
the hair and metal bands like Poison, 
Warrant and Quiet Riot. That music 
was the “in thing” then so most 
people liked it.”
     “I’ve always been a bass player. 
I’ve played guitar and keyboard, too 
but it’s the bass guitar that really 
seems to speak to me,” said Mike. “I 
think it’s an instrument where you 
can get your aggression out. I feel 
I can express myself. I feel there’s 
more fi nesse to playing bass.”
     Music infl uences for Makayla 
Dawn come from a variety of music genres. 
“It’s a diverse type of thing. John’s (guitar) 
infl uence is technical, hard rock and screamin’ 
guitar. Tim’s (drums) infl uences are bands 
like Motley Crue and more of the sleaze metal 
type stuff whereas I’m more on the calm 
side,” explains Mike. “I like classic metal like 
Iron Maiden but I’m mostly a punk rocker at 
heart though. I really love The Ramones. I like 
to pound out a good, solid background.”
     He continues, “We do nostalgic covers. We 
do material from the 60s, 70s, 80s and early 
90s. We’ll do our own take on classic songs. 
For example, we have our own spin on how 
we do “Brown Eyed Girl” by Van Morrison, 
which everyone seems to love. We do classic 
rock and classic metal as well. The crowd re-
ally connects to that and then we’ll do some of 
our own original material, too. People can see 
where our infl uences are. It’s always a give 
and take with the crowd.”

     As with most bands, there is a 
story behind how they got their 
name. “We actually came up with 
that name in 1999,” said Mike. 

“We just had my daughter at the time and 
named her Makayla Dawn. I started thinking 
that it would be a cool name for a band. It 
stood out as something different and sounded 

classic like Alice Cooper or Molly Hatchet. 
The female names sounded cool so we decided 
that Makayla Dawn would work for us.”
     The band is currently working on a new 
CD that is tentative for release by the end of 
the year or early next year. “I guess I would 
say that I am the primary songwriter,” said 
Mike. “I’ve written most of the lyrics but 
everyone contributes in some way. I may 
come up with an idea for a song; a melody in 
my head then I’ll show it to the other guys and 
they put their own stuff to it. John throws dif-
ferent things into the mix from the hard rock 
genre. He contributes a lot of movement to the 
songs.”
     One of the singles from the upcoming CD 
is “Left Behind” which is also in video format. 
“Left Behind” is about a girl who is coping 
with different issues going on in her life. She 
has schizophrenia, a multiple personality 
type thing going on,” explains Mike. “She is 

having a struggle within herself with what is 
happening in her life. We were going with the 
concept that the trauma behind her schizophre-
nia was how everything has changed so much 
in the music industry and how it has become 
so commercialized. It’s like a revolt against 
the current trend.”
     Sound Spectrum Records (Pittsburgh, PA) 

is releasing Makayla Dawn’s self-titled 
CD. “We followed Makayla Dawn for 
about a year and then offered them an 
opportunity for a record deal,” said EC. 
(Owner of Sound Spectrum Records) “I 
have to give these guys a lot of credit. 
They have been working hard and are a 
very different Makayla Dawn than they 
were a few years ago. Their original 
music is very unique and different from 
what is currently out there. Its record 
label and radio quality stuff.”
     Once the CD is released, Makayla 
Dawn hopes to get on the road. “We’re 
looking at getting things together to do 
a couple of small tours, maybe along the 
east coast for next year. We would like to 
break into the west coast too, if possible. 
We are working out the details now and 

we’ll see how things go. We’ve opened for 
Jackyl and Gilby Clarke in the past so it’s 
always good to keep your name out there.”
     Music fans are in for a rockin’ great time 
when seeing a Makayla Dawn show! “People 
should expect a high energy rock and roll 
show. If you like old school, classic rock with 
a bit of a modern touch then you’ll like our 
shows.”
        For more information about Makayla 
Dawn including show schedules, ticket in-
formation and video clips, please visit: www.
makayladawn.com $12 advanced tickets are 
available through Makayla Dawn. $15 tickets 
will be available at the door.

You may also get in touch with the band 
through Facebook.
Sound Spectrum Records: www.soundspec-
trummedia.com
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By Ebru Ulufer

        How is your life now compared to a year 
ago? Have you reached your goals? Are you 
feeling happier, healthier, more energetic, 
more confi dent? Has it been your best year 
yet?
        For many the answer will be “no”. 
Maybe you have reached your weight loss 
goal but you are lagging in your income goal. 
Maybe you can’t even REMEMBER what 
your goals were.
        If you are not where you would like to 
be, NOW is the best time to do something 
about it. It is never too late to create the life 
you have always dreamt of.
        Now grab a cup of coffee, sit back , relax 
and start writing where you want to be in 
100 days. You might want to lose 1 stone of 
weight, increase your online income by 10%, 
read the novels that have been sitting on your 
shelf for years, visit a European city, become 
a non-smoker, make a new friend, join a book 
club or take dance lessons. If you have a long-
term goal, break it down into smaller short-
term goals. For example, if your long-term 
goal is writing a novel in 1 year, your goal for 
the next 100 days could be “writing the fi rst 

three chapters of my novel”.
        It’s important to record your goals so you 
must either write them down on paper or on 
your computer. Once you have written all your 
goals that you want to achieve within the next 
100 days, pick 5 of them. If you work on too 
many goals simultaneously, you could lose 
focus and end up achieving none of them.
        Your goals must be SMART , i.e. 
Specifi c, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, 
Time-based.
- Specifi c : “I want to exercise” is too vague. 
It must be more concrete, such as “I want to 
walk for 30 minutes six days a week”.
- Measurable : “I want to lose weight“ is not 
a measurable goal. Decide how much weight 
you want to lose, e.g. “I want to lose 15 
pounds in 100 days”.
- Achievable : If you have just started learning 
how to play tennis, “Winning Wimbledon 
Tennis Tournament next year” is not a realistic 
goal.
- Relevant : When creating your own goals, 
make sure they are truly relevant to you / your 
career / your family.
- Time-based : Goals must be set within a 
time-frame, e.g. “I want to buy a house within 
the next 6 months”.

        Remember to frame your goals in the 
positive. For example, “I don’t want to spend 
all my salary” could be rephrased as “I want to 
save 5% of my income every month”.
        Once you have written down your 
SMART goals as positive statements, make 
an action plan and start working towards your 
goals. You must take constant action to keep 
the momentum going. If progress is interrupt-
ed, pick up where you left off and continue 
moving forward.
Check your progress every week and celebrate 
your victories. Losing 1 pound per week may 
not seem like a big achievement to you but 
it means you will have lost 1 stone after 100 
days!
       Setting and achieving goals is easier if 
you are working with a life coach who helps 

5 Goals to Achieve in 100 Days
you, encourages you, gently pushes you and 
holds you accountable for what you say you 
are going to do. (If you are unable to afford 
the fees of a Life Coach, visit www.CoachMe-
Free.com to receive 6 or more sessions of free 
coaching).
       Don’t stop after 100 days. Reward your-
self for your achievements but don’t stop. Set 
new short-term goals and continue working 
on your long-term goals. Goal setting is a 
life-long process. Celebrate each milestone as 
you travel the road to success and enjoy the 
journey!
Ebru Ulufer is a personal development coach 
who specialises in helping her clients fi nd their
true calling www.LifeCoachingZone.com. She 
is also the founder of CoachMeFree. 
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If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

        I would like to start off with a very 
grateful “Thank You!” to all of readers that 
have faithfully been reading my articles in the 
North Coast Voice Magazine. I always really 
enjoy it when a customer comes into my shop 
and tells me how they read my articles in 
every issue. When 
I fi rst started I 
never thought the 
column would 
turn into such a 
success. 
Because of the 
readers apprecia-
tion I have been 
thinking of ways 
that the articles 
could be reissued 
with pictures 
in a format that 
everyone can get 
a more detailed 
depiction of the 
repairs at hand. I have been trying to load 
more information and pictures on my website 
(www.wood-n-strings.net). There is also a 
new newsletter that I will be launching to 
everyone that signs up for my mailing list.   
You can sign up through the home page of 
my website, or go to “Liam Guitars” Face-
book page and sign up there too. I will have 
detailed pictures and explanations of repair 
techniques that hopefully will jump start 
all of the potential “luthiers” out there into 
successfully repairing and maintaining good 
playability on their instruments. Don’t get me 
wrong, there is still an “ability” factor, some 
tooling and some repetitive experience that 
also comes into play, but with patience and 
determination anything is possible. You can 
still always bring your instruments to me for 
repair, Thanks Again! Now back to business..       
         The last couple of weeks I have had a 
host of some great guitars come by to visit 
me. (Of course they were brought in by their 
owners). One of the guitars that I have been 
spending some considerable amount of time 
on is a mid 19th century guitar built by a man 
named Daniel Plaisted Jr.. I have tried to do 
a search of his name on Google and came up 
with a “ancestory” website that wanted me 
to pay money to fi nd out more info on his 
name. I’m a little leery about signing up for 
these type of websites so my search has come 
to halt for now. What I have come up with 
so far is that I believe the man could be from 
eastern Pennsylvania around the mid 1800’s 
and could have some ties to the Martin Guitar 

family. When I put his name into a google 
search, a “Hartman Family Registry” website 
comes up .
           Frederick Hartman was a nephew of 
the original C. F. Martin and was actually an 
owner along with C.F. Martin’s son, Frederick 

Martin, in the 1850’s. 
It is not yet known, 
but I believe that 
Daniel Plaisted Jr. 
could be related to 
the Hartmans because 
his name showed up 
on their site. After 
examining the quality 
of this guitar it makes 
a lot of sense that he 
could be related. I 
have had the opportu-
nity to examine other 
Martin guitars of this 
period and this guitar 
has all of the quality 

construction 
and exotic 
woods that 
were common 
to other good 
Martin guitars 
from the era. 
A beautiful ro-
sette around the 
soundhole and 
the choice of a 
grade A spruce 
top along with 
a beautifully 
matched Bra-
zilian rosewood 
bookmatched 
back and sides, 
leads me to believe that this builder had a lot 
of experience in building instruments. Another 
sign that makes believe the guitar was from a 
German style is the unique heel on the neck 
where it meets the body. It is known as a 
“ice cream cone” heel and has been seen on 
very early Martins and other “Stauffer” style 
guitars from the period. (Stauffer was the guy 
who Martin apprenticed under in Germany 
before immigrating to the U.S. in 1833) 
          Other features include a thin maple 
wood binding on both front and back and a 
ladder braced spruce top. Martin did not come 
up with the infamous “X” bracing until the 
latter part of the 1800’s. His in part was due to 
the onset of the new wire strings that produced 
louder sounds, but also put more tension onto 

the fragile tops which in turn needed a new 
style of bracing to prevent the guitars from 
folding in half. The X bracing seems to have 
been the answer. After 150 yrs. this bracing 
pattern has gone through very little change 
and is still used in almost every quality guitar 
known to man. Many other bracing patterns 
have been attempted, but not many have been 
proven to have any major improvements over 
the tried and true X bracing pattern. There is 
still a lot of new bracing patterns and con-
struction techniques that today’s luthiers are 
coming up with to try to improve the overall 
sound quality of the guitar. Along with beauty, 
sound is also in the “ears of the beholder”. So 
far it has not been proven beyond a reasonable 
doubt that anyone has come up with a better 
sounding construction method than what 
Torres and Martin came up with such a long 
time ago.
          I fi nd it very interesting that in our 
world of advanced technology that we haven’t 
been able as of yet to come up with something 

better (or in many 
cases, “as good” 
as) what craftsman 
produced 200 and 
more yrs ago. Perhaps 
we are looking down 
the wrong road by 
trying to produce 
things faster and 
cheaper. I think that 
is why I gravitate to 
the “old school” of  
“Luthierie” Crafts-
man would take the 
time (sometimes 
many yrs) to learn 
the art so they could 

create an instrument 
that could span the test of time and touch the 
hearts of everyone that heard the tones of their 
creations. In many ways it was their way of 
communicating to the world what they felt, 
heard, or experienced of everyday life. I try 
very hard to keep that belief in tact whenever 
I am repairing instruments in my shop. So 
with that in mind, I bid you all a “Fare Well”! 
and “Happy Holiday”! till next time ………
    
Thanks Again!
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings/ Liam Guitars

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Sat, December 17th

 
Sat, January 14th

 
Sat, February 11th
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By Chad Felton
        “A day that will live in infamy!” a singu-
lar, incensed and earnest voice shouted above 
the din of the rabble, as your assigned cor-
respondent sat downtown at the Harry Buffalo 
in the midst of countless fans, courtiers, tran-
sients and national media. Expletives washed 
over the crowd, 
individuals wept, 
fi sts pounded 
walls, things 
were thrown at 
hi-defs, numerous 
people ultimately 
kicked out. 
Chaos reigned, 
and not just in 
this particular 
bar. Fires were lit, invective and inanimate 
objects hurled at a gigantic banner. The city 
was seething with fury, on the verge of burst-
ing with anger, disdain, and resentment. The 
Cuyahoga may as well of been fl owing with 
venom.
        The day in question? July 8, 2010. The 
day a man-child whose ring had been kissed 
by Cleveland for 7 memorable, yet in his eyes, 
unfulfi lled years, decided to appear on televi-
sion in a calculated, not-so-nuanced perfor-
mance, and proceed to disclose to a marionette 
named Jim Gray manipulated by ESPN that he 
was “taking his talents to Souf’ Beach.” “The 
Decision.”
        That salty bar patron/Cavs fan reacted 
as everyone in Cleveland did that night, but 
channeling FDR and the attack on Pearl 
Harbor was even more egregious than most 
analogies of treachery circling. The fan drew 
quizzical glances as well as laughs; hyperbole 
is nothing if not “look-at-me!” affectation, 
but sport in innumerable instances has always 
been likened to war, ridiculous in itself, so his 
quote was quickly overlooked. Plus, there was 
new drama to address. In amazing synchronic-
ity, entrees were abandoned (though Buffalo 
serves up delicious dishes, at that point all 
anyone could taste was bile) phones and 
laptops popped out, tweets surged, Facebook 
status updates dominated, calls clogged the 
airwaves. “I can’t believe it!” one lachrymose, 
James t-shirt-wearing female cried. To quote 

Jules in “Pulp Fiction,” “Well, believe it now, 
motherfucker…”
        David Remnick recently wrote that 
“Sports, not religion, is the opiate of the 
people.” No one, it seems, knows this better, 
or has recently documented it better, than 

son of this native soil, 
journalist and Esquire 
contributor Scott Raab, 
whose fi rst book, “The 
Whore of Akron: One 
Man’s Search for the 
Soul of LeBron James” 
has been receiv-
ing buku attention 
across the landscape. 

The sensitivity of the 
subject––Cleveland defecated on…again, this 
time by its most famed 
and genufl ected upon 
athlete, a defeat unlike 
any other on gridiron, 
court or diamond––hits 
home and stirs the 
pot of ambivalence, 
among readers, fans 
and critics alike. But 
not Buzz Bissinger, au-
thor of “Friday Night 
Lights” and coauthor 
of “Shooting Stars,” a 
book about James and 
his high school hoops 
career that culminated 
in a championship. 
Bissinger’s exalted 
support of Raab’s book 
is embossed on the 
back cover, lauding 
it as “…hilarious, 
heartfelt and wincingly 
honest. This is the best 
kind of book, one that 
surprises.”
        That’s about the 
apex of positive things 
seemingly ascribed to 
Raab’s book; though it’s obvious Bissinger’s 
praise was the pick of the litter. There’s a 
reason the endorsement of the man who 

“coauthored” a book with James was picked to 
appear on “Whore,” to add credence to what 
Raab’s surely-dismissed-in-certain-circles 
chronicle details, objectively or otherwise. 
(You won’t fi nd a full-page ad of “Whore” 
in ESPN The Magazine, believe that. And 
anyone who believes James himself wrote one 
word of “Shooting Stars” possesses a naiveté 
formerly cornered and held by the Casey 
Anthony jury.)
        Raab visited Cleveland last month 
promoting his work. Atypical for a reading 
and discussion, Happy Dog tavern nonetheless 
was a nice change from a stuffy auditorium 
or library conference room. “That’s the way I 
wanted it,” Raab said. Portions of the proceeds 
from the night went to the Ohio City Writers, 
a newly launched non-profi t creative writing 

program; Cleve-
land’s noted 
model/version 
of 826 Valencia 
out in Cali.
        The back of 
the bar, sippin’ 
Christmas Ale 
was where you 
found me. It was 
a lively, jumping 
scene, undoubt-
edly. Along with 
the promotion 
of the book, the 
night was billed 
as a debate 
between Raab 
and writer Jimi 
Izrael, who toed 
the other side.
       Raab, as 
the book breaks 
down, took um-
brage with the 
way James left, 
the emotional 
swindle, the 
willful duplicity 

in which he sailed for Miami, the way he held 
the city and its fans hostage, even before of-
fi cially selling them out on an hour-long ESPN 

broadcast, relabeled in the book as “The Deri-
sion.” The way he refused to contact the Cavs 
owner Dan Gilbert, the way he dismissed any 
and all sense of decorum and tact––even going 
back to the Yankees cap at the Indians game; 
the way he salivated with glee that Cleveland 
and other cities in the sweepstakes for his 
services laid down like doormats. To Raab, 
this was urban incivility; it was a betrayal 
worse than that of Art Modell since James is 
“a native son.” With no accountability and an 
arrogance, narcissism and entitlement of that 
of a false god, James tore the heart out of this 
city like he was Mola Ram in “Indiana Jones 
and the Temple of Doom.”
        (Raab followed James to Florida. Media 
and public relations offi cials of the team 

…A Very Palpable Hit…
Displaced Clevelander returns to promote book, discuss so-called “King”

~Continued on page 29
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Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am
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       Paula Nelson was born on October 27th, 
1969 in Houston TX. Born into a family of 
music and entertainment, she started playing 
piano and singing at the age of seven. She 
drew early infl uences from singers 
like Jesse Colter and Rita Coolidge, 
whose bluesy, supple vocal style 
provided one of Paula’s earliest 
templates as she found her own 
voice. Texas Monthly has called 
that voice “torchy,” and the Los 
Angeles Times praised, “There’s 
no missing the unforced power of 
Paula’s singing.”  The band just 
fi nished their second European tour 
in March 2011. 
The show begins at 8:00 pm with 
Andrea “Raz” Razavi opening the show. 
Wilbert’s is downtown Cleveland 812 Huron 
Ave. 216-902-4663 wilbertsmusic.com
After Midnite’s, Garner, goes “Beyond the 
Hits”
        For nearly two decades, Blair Garner has 
helped launch and further the careers of count-

        Artist on the disc are: Alan Jackson, 
Martina McBride, Luke Bryan, Tim McGraw, 
Brad Paisley, Jason Aldean, Sara Evans, Trace 
Adkins, Lady Antebellum, Darius Rucker, 
Miranda Lambert, Kenny Chesney, Carrie 
Underwood, Keith Urban, Josh Turner, Rascal 
Flatts, Toby Keith, Sugarland, Billy Cur-
rington and LeAnn Rimes.
         A percentage of the profi ts from the sales 
will benefi t charity. “The idea of having a 
charitable arm for the project is important for 
all of us,” Garner said. “You look at any artist 
on this record and you’ll fi nd that each and ev-
ery one of them is a terrifi c role-model for the 
idea of giving back. We hope to follow their 
leads and make equally signifi cant donations.”

Grammy Nomination Carries 
Special Meaning for Gill

        Vince Gill received a Grammy nomina-
tion for his single Threaten Me With Heaven 
for Best Country Song. The song was not a hit 
for Gill, but it had special meaning to him. He 
co-wrote the song with his wife, Amy Grant, 

THE SPORTS REPORT

Listen Live AT
www.espn970wfun.com

Joe “Pigskin” Pete
interviews the Top Sports Figures in the Country!

Shows streamed live at www.espn970wfun.com

G
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University Hospitals Conneaut & Geneva Medical Centers

Los Compadres Mexican Restaurant

Little Italy Italian Restaurant & Bakery
Ashtabula County Nursing & Rehab center

Purola Brothers Bridge St. Pizza Restaurant
 

Dillon O’Brian and Will Owsley. Gill is appre-
ciative of the nomination because it serves as 
a lasting tribute to Owsley, who took his own 
life since the song was recorded for Gill’s new 
album, “Guitar Slinger.”
“I couldn’t be more thrilled for my late friend 
Will,” Gill said. “This would have meant the 
world to him.”
        Gill says the song has a profound impact 
on him because of Owsley’s death. “In my 
lifetime, Go Rest High On That Mountain 
has been the song that helped a lot of people 
through their grief,” he said. “I think this one 
will in turn hopefully do the same thing. It’s a 
powerful, powerful song.”
       This is the 41st career Grammy nomina-
tion for Gill, who has won 20 Grammys.
Gill and Grant will begin their popular 
Christmas tour, The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas - Amy Grant & Vince Gill, on Dec. 7 in 
Baltimore.

less country music stars through his nightly 
syndicated radio show, “After MidNite.”
       Now he’s releasing a fi rst-ever type of 
musical compilation, “Beyond the Hits,” 

taking fans beyond the hits they 
already know. The disc assembles 
20 artists, featuring tracks from 
previously released albums; songs 
that might very well have been hits 
had they been released as singles. 
“Beyond the Hits Volume 1” will be 
available on iTunes as a $9.99 digi-
tal album beginning Jan. 10, 2012.
       Garner said “Obviously not all 
the songs get the spotlight of being 
a single; it just doesn’t work that 
way. Because of that, I think some 

songs may not get their fair share of attention. 
‘Beyond The Hits’ looks to change that. We 
want fans to realize the sheer depth and bril-
liance of these artists. Every cut on ‘Beyond’ 
could have been, in my opinion, a number 
one. I’m just lucky to be the guy to bring them 
to light.”

Willie Nelson’s Daughter, Paula Nelson, Performs at Wilbert’s Thursday, Dec 8th
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

Friday, Dec. 16

    
Saturday, Dec. 17

Saturday, Dec. 31

The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn
Summit Entertainment  PG13  117 min
      Geez.
I can’t believe that nothing new opened 
around here in time for deadline. I tried and 
found a Kevin Spacey fi lm about the Wall 
Street crisis from a while back but it was short 
run and apparently opened back in October. So 
it looks like I just can’t avoid the fourth and 
fi nal installment of THE TWILIGHT SAGA, 
BREAKING DAWN. Yeah I know; it’s part 
one. That means I’ll probably have to sit 
through the other half next year.
This time around I actually had a small glim-
mer of hope. I’d heard from a few people (in-
cluding my niece Lacie who’s actually pretty 
smart) that this one was the best of the series 
so far. Well, I thought, that can’t be too hard. 
So the closest I could get to that prediction 
is to admit that it really wasn’t signifi cantly 
worse than the others.
Don’t get me wrong it really is awful but in a 
new and special way. We’ll get to that.
You know the drill; there are vampires and 
werewolves living up in the northwest woods. 
The two groups have been living under a very 
strained truce which is being pushed to the 
breaking point. 
Mouth breather Bella (Kristen Stewart) has 
had the hots for both Dracula and the Wolfman 
and made the decision to wed Edward the 
vampire rather than Jacob the werewolf.
So for what seems to be hours we’re treated to 
a fourteen year old girl’s vision of what a wed-
ding should be. Both the suitors are devoted 
and understanding and tolerant to the point of 
nausea until, of course, Bella gets pregnant. 
You see, a while ago the vampires learned how 
to get along in the world without killing hu-
mans for blood but who knows how this baby 
will turn out? Will it be human or a dangerous 
being to upset the balance again? Will Bella 
even survive the pregnancy? Who knows; who 
cares, but the wolf tribe has decided the war is 
back on and the baby bloodsucker has to die.
Before it’s over I feared that I’d be the one to 
die if boredom can actually kill. The acting is 
worse than ever the plot thinner and the pacing 
stagnant.
Take along some garlic and a silver bullet if 
you must but this one won’t appeal to anyone 
too grown up for Barbie dolls.

F+ 
(plus because Keanu Reeves isn’t in it)

Anonymous
Sony  PG13  127 min
      So I’ve heard the rumors since I studied 
theater at Akron U. Supposedly there are 
no original copies of any of Shakespeare’s 
plays, so no way for any kind of handwriting 
analysis etc.
The reasons are the basis of 
many a theory including fi re, 
theft, water deterioration and a 
few complicated conspiracies.  
ANONYMOUS takes on one of 
those as its basis.
The idea is that the real 
William Shakespeare hav-
ing been born into a social 
class not likely to have the 
advanced education to write 
on such a level and lacking 
the personal discipline for 
such a chore was, in fact, the 
Milli Vanilli of his 
day. On top of that, 
due to his station in 
life, may not have 
had the education 
to pull off such a 
scam on his own, let alone write 
the great works. At least that’s how 
the speculation goes. Of course 
there’s probably no defi nitive an-
swer to a centuries old mystery so 
any story is fair game. (Hell we 
still aren’t sure what happened 
to Jack Kennedy and that was in 
our lifetime and on TV!)
Just think if Oliver Stone had 
known the Bard…
This fi lm would be a lot better 
if it were less complicated. 
It’s easy to lose track of all the il-
legitimate children of the ruling class 
but not so easy to get a grip on the 
nefarious plots based on natural succession. 
It’s almost as bad as modern day politics.
Also it’d have been more fun had any of the 
main characters been just a bit more charis-
matic.
It’s an interesting view but a story that lacks in 
the telling.

C

Hugo
Paramount   PG  127 min
      Now almost on the other side of the coin 
from ANONYMOUS is Martin Scorsese’s 
striking adaptation of Brian Selznik’s novel 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret. It’s different 
because the fi lm is more interesting than the 
story itself.   I’d never heard of that novel so 
if the fi lm is off the literary mark you can let 
me know.
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Let me say that I almost hate 3D. Oh, it’s 
sometimes a little cool with the modern day 
techniques (a damn sight better than the blue 
and red cellophane specs of yesteryear) but 
once you’ve seen it the thrill is over.  Besides 
some producers think they can carry an entire 
fi lm on that one gimmick. I ask myself would 
a movie be really good without it? Mostly I 
think it’s a scam to weasel you out of another 
three bucks for a ten cent pair of glasses that 
they want back. <rant over>
Well this one would be impressive. I’ve been 
trying to think of adjectives like groundbreak-
ing or stunning to kind of hide the fact that 
while it really is kind of spectacular I didn’t 
really love it.
It’s obvious why Scorsese (or any veteran 
fi lmmaker) would love the story. When it all 
shakes out it’s about a fi lmmaker who disap-
peared after creating a big backlog of cutting 
edge (for their day) fl icks.
It does, however, take a bit of time to get to 
that.
It begins as young Hugo (Asa Butterfi eld) 
is caught pilfering clockwork toys and parts 
from the gruff old Georges’ (Ben Kingsley) 
toy shop. He’s trying to fi nish his sainted 
father’s work which is restoring an old wind 
up robot.
Hugo lives in constant fear of being arrested 
by the sinister Inspector Gustav (Sasha Baron 
Cohen) who terrifi es all the urchins that 

frequent the gallery. I hate Cohen (BORAT, 
BRUNO) a lot less after this one.
The book is itself fi ction but inspired by an 
actual fi lmmaker’s work and the fi lm itself is 
as Avant garde as those old celluloids.
The 3D is state of the art and so are the sets 
and visuals. It’s rivetingly surrealistic almost 
to the point of creepy.
And though the effects never exactly wear off 
the pacing is noticeably slow as it rolls on to 
its revelation.
Still it’s not the run of the mill offering though 
it may be more impressive than fun. And it 
really is a masterpiece.

B
WSS
Email westsidesteve@aol.com
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By Pete Roche

Emerson Lake & Palmer: 
40th Anniversary—The Show That 
Never Ends
        Even in their heyday, Emerson Lake & 
Palmer were accused of being pretentious.  
Nevertheless, the progressive rock super 
group—comprised of key members of The 
Nice (Keith Emerson), King Crimson (Greg 
Lake), and Atomic Rooster (Carl Palmer)—
turned the post-Woodstock world on its ear in 
1970 with its unique mesh of symphonic mu-
sic and British rock ‘n roll sensibility.  Never 
before in popular music had strains of Bach 
and Beethoven been so seamlessly woven into 
measures metered out by electric bass guitar 
and drums.  And never before had a rock band 
made such an impact without a lead guitar-
ist in the lineup; classically-trained Emerson 
provided melody and mirth with his arsenal 
of keyboards, which included the then-new 

Moog synthesizer.
        The trio sold millions of records over the 
next ten years, packing concert halls and set-
ting the standard for other arty arena-rockers 
like Pink Floyd, Yes, and Genesis.  Individu-
ally, the three men raised the bar of virtuosity.  
As a unit, they showed just how locked-in 
musicians could be—even when performing 
intricate pieces like those fond on Tarkus and 
Brain Salad Surgery.
       But they’d fi zzled by the 80s, with the 
half-hearted Love Beach album receiving less 
than favorable reviews from a press who’d 
been seduced by New Wave and punk.  Emer-
son devoted some time to movie soundtracks 
(including Sylvester Stallone’s Nighthawks), 
while Lake fraternized with guitarist Gary 
Moore.  Palmer leapt at the chance to join 
another super-band with other celebrated Eng-
lish rockers—John Wetton (King Crimson, 
UK), Steve Howe (Yes) and Geoff Downes 
(Buggles)—in Asia, which charted the hits 

“Heat of the Moment” and “Only Time Will 
Tell.”  He even played with Lake in Asia for 
select 1983 shows, when his ELP peer stepped 
in for Wetton.

Emerson and Lake recruited Cozy Powell for 
off-shoot record Emerson Lake & Powell in 
1986, but Palmer rejoined around 1990 for a 
new bona fi de ELP disc (Black Moon).  The 
threesome toured regularly over that decade, 
their run culminating with an August 1998 gig 
in San Diego.  
       ELP reunited for a hotly-anticipated 
one-off concert in London on July 25, 2010, 
headlining the High Voltage Festival in 
Victoria Park.  The new DVD, Emerson Lake 
& Palmer: 40th Anniversary—The Show 
That Never Ends, documents that incendiary, 
career-encapsulating show for those of us who 
weren’t among the 30,000 in attendance.  It’s 
a terrifi c-sounding, smart-looking, cleverly-
edited fi lm that captures the now sexagenarian 
musicians plying their considerable skills once 

again on a massive stage—and with a vigor 
and athleticism defying their years. 
        The show commences—fi ttingly 
enough—with “Karn Evil 9: 1st Impression,” 
the memorable hit wherein Lake welcomes 

back the listeners, inviting them to 
“Come inside, come inside” with a 
couple thrums of his bass.  Palmer—
dressed comfortably in black jeans 
and a tee—wastes no time jumping 
behind his custom kit and throttling 
away.  Throughout the show we’re 
treated to his percussion prowess on 
snare, high-hat, toms, and trigger 
pad—all whilst utilizing an array of 
sticks and mallets with a “traditional” 
grip.  Meanwhile, Emerson—clad in 
black—tends his array of keyboards 
and organs (with a Korg OASYS as 
its centerpiece), his hands splaying 
across chords and his fi ngers typing 
out medleys with mind-boggling 
dexterity and precision.
         The band revisits several of 
its epics and more “conventional” 
songs—including “The Barbarian,” 
“Take a Pebble,” “Knife Edge,” and 
MTV hit “Touch and Go.”  ELP’s 
romp through (Russian composer) 
Modest Mussorgsky-infl uenced “Pic-
tures at an Exhibition” is easily the 
show’s high-water mark, what with 
the players navigating complex time 
signatures and zigzagging passages 
and making it all seem so easy.  From 

his resplendent magic carpet, Lake leads the 
crowd in a sing-along of “Lucky Man,” swap-
ping out his bass for an acoustic guitar. 

 “Farewell to Arms” ends the main set on a 
poignant note—but ELP returns to encore with 
its hyperkinetic take on Aaron Copeland’s 
“Fanfare for the Common Man,” during which 
each player is given a solo spotlight.  Emerson 
practically murders one of his organs, ram-
ming a pair of knives in between the keys and 
toppling the instrument onto its side.  Palmer 
renews his old “doffi ng of the shirt” drum rou-
tine while battering away on his double kicks.   

5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and

cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.
Most items available for take-out, too!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well drinks EVERY DAY!

www.HighTideTavern.com

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-12:30AM

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

CHRISTMAS ADOPTION
OF FIVE LOCAL FAMILIES!

THANK YOU for taking care of our six Thanksgiving families!  Now we are 
asking your help in providing a Christmas meal and some presents for under the 

tree. All five of our families have children; one boy under 8, six girls under 8
and one teen girl.  Food, gifts or cash contributions before

December 20th would be greatly appreciated!
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warned Raab and his editor at Esquire mul-
tiple times about certain queries and intentions 
Raab had. Demarcations were solidly placed, 
accommodations scant at best––they’d heard 
through the grapevine he was from Cleveland 
and writing a book about James. Raab would 
eventually lose his credential to access the 
Miami Heat after sending less than fl attering 
tweets about Dwayne Wade’s new sidekick.)
         “Culture critic” Izrael, when he could get 
a word in, noted that many an athlete had left 
Cleveland for greener pastures without sub-
sequent protest and condemnation, let alone a 
published book-length diatribe. His gist of it? 
James owes you nothing, owes the town noth-
ing, the idolatry, the relying on him alone to 
save Cleveland was a rather sad position fans, 
let alone a city, should embrace. He gave 7 
years and didn’t accomplish the ultimate goal 
here, so he’s off to do it elsewhere. Loyalty in 
modern sports means squat, you do what you 
feel is best for you and your family. Admit-
tedly “not a sports guy,” or “neither a hater 
nor lover of James,” Izrael, who spoke with 
authority, seemed to provoke, serve and volley 
inquiries in all things racial, as he usually 
does. It doesn’t ring like typical shtick, but 
it’s interesting to note that this is a man who 
announced that he “isn’t the spokesperson for 
black people,” but offi ciously fi nds himself 
doing just that, so much so that he’s published 
a so-called manifesto titled “The Denzel Prin-
ciple: Why Black Women Can’t Find Good 
Black Men.”
        With casual F-bombs abounding and 
racial references to James’ departure easing 
further into the discourse, one feared this 
“debate” was going to derail into a lecture 
on race relations. For the most part, it didn’t. 
Superfi cially, such elements were addressed, 
but laughter and good points on both sides 
prevailed, despite the drunk spouting gibberish 
who was wearing an Anderson Varejao wig 
and was a friend of Raab’s. Raab admonished 

him quickly. “They didn’t come here to listen 
to your bullshit, they came here to listen to my 
bullshit,” he said.
        In the end, it was conceded that this is 
only    sport. The two debaters naturally knew 
that, as did the crowd. There are real issues 
demanding citywide, nationwide attention, 
e.g. unemployment, health care, crumbling 
infrastructure, Penn State, Syracuse. We got 
bigger fi sh to fry. But in that circle, Raab 
doubles back. “Just sports? Fine, so it’s not 
war, or plague, or famine. But evil doesn’t get 
a pass just because it hasn’t literally murdered 
the innocent.”

James himself later admitted that he’d have 
gone about it all differently. Nice, but far from 
conciliatory. Only after legends of the game 
widely criticized the manner in which he left, 
only after earning ire everywhere but Miami, 
only after fi nding himself atop polls of Most 
Disliked Athlete did he issue that statement. 
On the inside jacket of “Whore,” James 
ponders a hypothetical future and a welcomed 
return to Cleveland, what great story it could 
be. We’ll see, Mr. Noblesse Oblige… 

~Continued from Page 23
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~ Rick Ray

Happy Damn Holidays and Merry Friggen 
Ho-Ho’s is all I got to say about this holiday 
season so far, it’s already getting boring since 
it’s been shoved down our throats since the 
beginning of October!

Now the blow-up-yard-crap-junkies have 
replaced all of the hokey Halloween and 
Thanksgiving yard crap with Christmas yard 
crap!   You know, the fi fty dollar air fi lled 
blowups that yard crap junkies keep putting 
up every year for the holidays!  In a week 
they’ll all be slumped over like drunken 
Geezers!

At least I haven’t had another attempt on my 
life by one of those Frosty The Snow Man 
blowup yard monsters; it’s been a couple of 
years since that hid-
eous adventure.  If you 
remember, some yard 
crap junkie didn’t tie 
down his Frosty The 
Snowman blow up doll 
and a fall breeze freed 
the yard crap monster 
to seek me out and try 
to kill me!

Yeah I was driving 
down the road on a 
nice breezy fall day 
when I noticed some-
thing in the road ahead 
and it was moving 
toward me at a disturb-
ing velocity!  “What 
the…?” I said as I tried 
to veer off to the left to 
get out of its way but it 
maneuvered back into 
my path so I swerved to the right and it still 
honed in on me like a guided missile!

Out of places to go I had to slam on the 
brakes and then Frosty hit and blurted out a 
sound that I can be best described as a giant 
whoopee cushion and laid itself on my hood 
with his big black evil eyes staring right at 
me!  It was a very frightening experience!  

I left Frosty all shriveled up like a giant white 
prune in the ditch, and yes there may be some 
truth to the rumor that I stoned him several 

times with some road side boulders!  Hey I 
had to make sure he didn’t try to follow me!  I 
still have nightmares of that day!

During the next couple of weeks you will most 
likely be exposed to other hideous holiday 
madness.  Most of these are very time con-
suming and it’s your job to fi nd a way to get 
yourself out of them!

Holiday Mushy Heads think it’s a holiday 
tradition to suck all of the time from your busy 
schedule; so you’ll need to prepare to avoid 
them completely!

They seem to sneak up on you during the holi-
days and pull some repulsive act of kindness 
on you leaving you defenseless, and vulner-

able to whatever they may 
have in store for you.

They know that you will 
not be able to refuse to lis-
ten to them for at least 10 
minutes!  After the fi rst ten 
minutes they quickly shoot 
for another ten, and then 
another, and then another 
until they’ve used up all 
your time!

You, not wanting to be 
rude, are waiting for them 
to get to the point… and 
they know you are!  

You can’t be mean or rude 
to one or they’ll start bawl-
ing which just adds more 
time they’ll need to get to 
the point! Sheesh!

If you take any stock in the Mayan calendar 
crap then this will be your last holiday season 
before the earth blows up so avoid blowup 
yard crap, Holiday Mushy Heads and all other 
holiday madness at all costs!

~ Snarp
www.foggyblogg.com

Holiday Madness!
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Fri., Dec. 9-Little Noise 

Sat., Dec. 10-Whooz Playin 
 

Wed., Dec. 14-Dennis Ford 
Fri., Dec. 16-Larry Smith 
Sat., Dec. 17-Larry Smith 

 
Wed., Dec. 21-Tom Todd 

Fri., Dec. 23-Whooz Playin 
 

Wed., Dec. 28-Uncharted 
Course 

Fri., Dec. 30-Hatrick 
 
 

Music plays on Wednesday &  
Friday 7-11 p.m.;  

Saturday  3:30-7:30 p.m.;  

 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY. 
 

Friday, Dec. 9th -The Curve  
Saturday, Dec. 10th-Stone River  
Sunday, Dec. 11th-Akin For Jazz  

 

Friday, Dec. 16th Nick Zuber  
Saturday, Dec. 17th -Miles Beyond  

Sunday, Dec. 18th-Stan Miller ( Jazz) 
 

Friday, Dec.-23rd Castaways  
Friday, Dec. 30th-Trilogy  

Saturday, Dec. 31st-Four Kings & a 
Queen 

 
 

Music plays Friday & Saturday  
from 7:30-10:30 p.m.  
& Sunday from 4-7. 

 

 


