


2 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 21, 2011 - January 11, 2012

The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East

Harpersfi eld, Ohio

440.415.0661



December 21, 2011 - January 11, 2012 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 3

~Continued on Page 16

SWAMP 
BOOGIE 
BAND

1860 Austinburg Rd.
Austinburg, Ohio

440-275-2711

New Year’s Eve
Special:

Room & Dinner
Bottle of Champagne

Jacuzzi

Call for special price.
Tell us you saw the ad in

THE NORTHCOAST 
VOICE Magazine!

Don't get boxed in for the holidays!
Come see how we have changed

to the Ramada.

Compiled and Edited By Sage Satori

       The beginning of a New Year is often re-
fl ective on the year or years past; what we’ve 
gained and what we’ve lost, changes we’ve 
witnessed in the country and in the world, in-
sight into people we’ve shared our lives with, 
but as we look forward nothing gives us a 
boost of renewed hope like the transition into 
a new year. Improvement is generally on our 
minds and we begin to seek out that which 
will help us create our bliss. 
        Every year brings new inventions, 
books, music and philosophies that can help 
us to create more bliss in our lives. The North 
Coast Voice would like to share some of the 
new releases and innovations with our read-
ers. 
        A great crop of 2012 new music releas-
es is already taking shape for lucky classic 
rock fans, with Pink Floyd, Queen and the 
Doors opening up their archives for extended 

looks at some 
of their most 
beloved 
albums.

As you may 
have read, the 
Doors have 
unilater-
ally declared 
2012 “The 
Year of the 
Doors,” so 
it makes 

sense that they’re leading the way with 
a three-point view at their 
1971 masterpiece ‘L.A. 
Woman.’
In addition to an expanded 
version of the original 
album on CD, the band is 
issuing a vinyl-only set of 
the bonus tracks from that 
collection,’ and a special 
documentary fi lm on the 

album’s creation and impact.

Perhaps most interestingly, Pink Floyd release 
the third, and hopefully not the last of their 
expansive “Immersion Edition” box sets, this 
time focused on their 1979 epic ‘The Wall.’
Queen also fi nish up their full-catalog reissue 
campaign with two-CD collections of their 
late-era albums, Tom Petty and Ringo Starr is-
sue new live DVDs, and the Scorpions dust off 
some cover songs and a 3D concert fi lm.

DIY HEALTH
DIY goes ‘good for you’ in 2012: novel apps 
and devices will increasingly let consumers 
discreetly track and manage their health by 
themselves.

 This 2012 overview focuses on DIY and 
health, as countless new apps and devices are 
actively targeting consumers keen on prevent-
ing, examining, improving, monitoring and 
managing their health. In fact, Apple’s App 
Store currently offers 9,000 mobile health 
apps (including nearly 1,500 cardio fi tness 
apps, over 1,300 diet apps, over 1,000 stress 
and relaxation apps, and over 650 women’s 
health apps) and by mid-2012, this number is 
expected reach 13,000. Many of the following 
were launched in 2011 but expected to leap 
forward in popularity during 2012.

Pain Free Back, an interactive back pain 
relief product, lets users enter specifi c data 
as they’re taken on a guided discovery about 
their back pain. Exercise solutions are offered 
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Watch the Browns & CAVS on
Our Big Screens!

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

Friday Nite Fish Fry!
FREE JUKEBOX!

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings
Live Music by Brad & Marty

New Year’s Eve Party
with Brickhouse Blues Band

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!
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The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Announces 
2012 Inductees

Ceremony to air on HBO; Tickets on sale beginning December 16
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame announced 
its inductees for 2012 on December 7th. 
The inductees are:

Performer Category:
·    Beastie Boys
·    Donovan
·    Guns N’ Roses
·    Laura Nyro
·    Red Hot Chili Peppers
·    The Small Faces/The Faces

Early Infl uence:
·    Freddie King

Ahmet Ertegun (nonperformer) Award:
·    Don Kirshner

The Award for Musical Excellence:
·    Cosimo Matassa
·    Tom Dowd
·    Glyn Johns

          The 27th annual Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony will take place 
on Saturday, April 14, 2012 in Cleveland and 
premiere on HBO in early May. The 2012 
ceremony will again be open to the public, as 
it was – for the fi rst time in the event’s history 
– at the 2009 Inductions in Cleveland.
         “We are pleased to announce this year’s 
Hall of Fame inductees, who represent the 
broad spectrum of artists that defi ne rock and 
roll,” said Joel Peresman, President and CEO 
of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Founda-
tion. “We are also thrilled this year to again 
be partnered with HBO, who presented the 
Hall of Fame’s 25th Anniversary Concerts.”
          “Our previous collaboration with the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame was a landmark 
television event,” said Michael Lombardo, 
president, HBO Programming.  “We are 
delighted to team up with the Hall of Fame 
again for what should be a memorable eve-
ning.”
           Leading up to the April 14 ceremony, 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame will host 
more than a week of special events, including 
the grand opening of the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame’s new Library and Archives, tours of 
the newly-redesigned Museum interior space, 
the unveiling of a major new exhibition, the 
Rock My Soul gospel tribute, a free concert 
for Cleveland and a special series of educa-
tion programs designed to teach students 
across the nation about the history and impact 
of rock and roll. Once open, the Library and 

Archives will be the world’s most compre-
hensive repository of written and audio-visual 
materials relating to the history of rock and 
roll.
          The 2012 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
performer inductees were chosen by more than 
500 voters of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
Foundation.  Artists are eligible for inclusion 
in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 25 years 
after the release of their fi rst recording.
         Induction Ceremony Presenters, the 
HBO airdate and additional details about the 
week of events will be announced at a later 
date. 
         All inductees are ultimately represented 
in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum in Cleveland, Ohio. Through approaches 
as creative and diverse as the music itself, the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum tells 
the story of rock music with its exhibits, edu-
cation programs and Library and Archives.

About the 2012 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
Inductees:
Performer Category:

BEASTIE BOYS
           At different times over the past three 
decades, the Beastie Boys have been shaven-
head punks, hip-hop bad boys, Seventies-funk 
students, political activists and style icons. 
Most important: they have had one of the 
richest, most important careers in hip-hop and 
rock, introducing rap to a huge new audience 
and then pushing the frontiers of what a hip-
hop group could do.  Their 1986 debut album 
Licensed To Ill – a supremely bratty, hard-
punching, pitch-perfect mix of rap and hard 
rock –  was hip-hop’s fi rst number one album, 
and remains near the top of the Billboard 
catalog charts to this day. The single “(You 
Gotta) Fight For Your Right (To Party!),”  
became a teenage party anthem of the 1980’s.  
In the 1990’s, they came full circle musically, 
picking up their instruments and bringing 
back hardcore punk and funk into their music 
repertoire. Along the way, they’ve kept 
experimenting with what a hip-hop band can 
be becoming the most politically active group 
of their generation with the Tibetan Freedom 
Concerts.

DONOVAN
          The fi rst British folk troubadour who 
truly captured the imaginations of early 
Beatles-era fans on both sides of the Atlantic, 
Donovan Leitch made the transition from a 

scruffy blue-jeaned busker into a brocaded 
hippie traveler on Trans Love Airways.  As a 
folkie on the road with Gypsy Dave, Donovan 
became a Dylanesque visual presence on the 
BBC’s Ready Steady Go! starting in 1964, and 
released several classics: “Catch The Wind,” 
“Colours,” Buffy Ste.-Marie’s “Universal 
Soldier,” “To Try For The Sun” and 
more. Donovan ignited the psychedelic 
revolution virtually single-handedly when the 
iconic single “Sunshine Superman” was 
released that summer of ’66.  His heady fusion 
of folk, blues and jazz expanded to include 
Indian music and the TM (transcendental 
meditation) movement.  Donovan was at the 
center of the Beatles’ fabled pilgrimage to the 
Maharishi’s ashram in early ’68 (where, it is 
said, he taught guitar fi nger-picking tech-
niques to John and Paul). Donovan’s fi nal Top 
40 hit with Most was “Goo Goo Barabajagal 
(Love Is Hot)” in the summer ’69, backed by 
the Jeff Beck Group. In the ’70s and ’80s, 

Donovan continued to record and tour 
sporadically.  During the 1990s, Rick Rubin 
(after working with Johnny Cash) produced 
Donovan’s Sutras. The 2008 documentary 
fi lm, Sunshine Superman: The Journey Of 
Donovan is an essential overview of his 
career.

GUNS ‘N ROSES
         Guns N’ Roses may have began as just 
another long-haired band trying to make it on 
the L.A. Sunset Strip club scene, but when 
they unleashed their debut LP Appetite For 
Destruction on the world in 1987 they 
instantly established themselves as one the 
most dynamic and explosive hard rock bands 
in history. In many ways, they became the 
Rolling Stones for a new generation. While 
their peers produced glossy songs that 
romanticized the party atmosphere of 
mid-1980s Los Angeles, frontman Axl Rose, 
guitarist Slash,  drummer Steven Adler, 

~Continued on Page 14
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tue & Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Thurs, Dec. 22: Tom Todd
Fri, Dec. 23: Gotta Play
Sat, Dec. 24: To Go Sales Only!
Sun, Dec. 25: Closed ...
                        Merry Christmas!
Thurs, Dec. 29: Tom Todd
Fri, Dec. 30: Castaways!
Sat, Dec. 31: Lunch & Dinner only!
Sun, Jan. 1: Closed ...
                     Happy New Year!
Fri, Jan. 6: The Relay
Sat, Jan. 7: Stone River Band
Sun, Jan. 8: Open mic 
                     with Tom Todd

With purchase
of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

ENJOY PASTA WHILE LISTENING TO OPEN MIC!

Hosted by Susie Hagan

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Mon-Closed
Tues & Thr: 4-8
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

Join us for

Relax after a long day at work & enjoy 
dinner or a glass of wine while listening to 
music! Hosted by a variety of musicians!

New Dinner Specials Beginning in January!
                             ALL BEERS $1.99
Tues: Kids Eat Free!
(1 free childrens meal with one adult meal purchased)
Wed: Mussels $6.99
Thurs: Wineburgers $6.99

Closed Christmas & New Year’s Day!

By Sage Satori

Tis Time for the Bubbly..

SPICED APPLE 
CHAMPAGNE PUNCH

Ingredients
3 Tbsp pumpkin pie spice
1 Tbsp grated orange zest
12 oz frozen apple juice concen-
trate, thawed 
4 bottles white wine 
1 bottle Champagne, chilled

For Ice Ring
8oz pineapple chunks 
1 orange, sliced into rounds 
4oz maraschino cherries, drained

440-593-5976

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

 

Gift
Certificates!

www.bucciavineyard.com

 

Come in and try some of our fantastic snacks
and appetizers from our new menu!

440-259-5077

Live Entertainment

New Year’s Eve
Join us for our second annual New Year’s Eve Party! This event will sell out again this
year so make your reservations early.  Appetizers of cheese and crackers, shrimp coctail.  
Dinner menu: Filet Mignon, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Cavatelli & Meatballs, Mixed Veggie, Salad, 
Rolls & Butter & Pastry Tray.  Music by The Relay.  Cost $100.00/couple prepaid.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year   

Directions
This defi nitely makes enough for a 

large party! 
        
        Put the pumpkin pie spice, 

orange zest and apple juice into a pan. 
Bring to a boil. Simmer for 10 minutes, 

then remove from heat. 
        In a large container, mix juice and white 
wine, and chill overnight. At this same time, 
make an ice ring out of the fruits, and freeze 
overnight. 
        Strain the liquid, and put into a punch 

bowl. Add in the Champagne. Top with 
fruit ice ring.

        Champagne is a region of France, and only wines which come from this region 
can properly be called “Champagne”. Similar drinks from California, Massachusetts, 
and the rest of the world should be called “sparkling wines”. 
       Champagne’s signature bubbles were included by accident! Back in the 1700s, 
wine was supposed to be fl at, like most wine is today. Bubbles were an error in the 
process, and the monk Dom Pérignon worked hard to remove them. Instead, he found 
methods of blending and clarifying the drink, and soon it was sought after by French 
aristocracy. The rest, they say, is history!
        The Champagne market is extremely cyclical. Normally 50% of all Champagne 
is sold from January through the end of November. Then, 25% is sold up until Christ-
mas Day. A full quarter of all Champagne sold is sold during that fi nal week between 
Christmas and New Years!
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BAKED HAM IN CHAMPAGNE
Ingredients
1 (9-10 pound) boneless ham
1 (1-pound) box light brown sugar
2 (4/5 quart) bottles extra dry champagne
3 tablespoons honey
1-1/2 teaspoons ground ginger
1-1/2 teaspoons dry mustard

Directions
        Score ham and place ham on rack in 
baking pan. Cover top with 1 cup brown sugar 
and pour over 1 bottle champagne over ham. 
Bake at 325 degrees F. 2 hours. 

Combine remaining bottle champagne, 
remaining brown sugar, honey, ginger, and 
mustard and bring to rolling boil in saucepan. 
Lower heat and simmer while basting ham 
every 15 minutes until done. Garnish with 
pineapple slices and spiced apples, if desired. 

Yield: 15 to 20 servings

CHAMPAGNE VINAIGRETTE SALAD 
DRESSING
It’s so easy to make a quick champagne 
vinaigrette salad dressing to make your salads 
special. It’s a great way to use up leftover 
champagne. Use a blender and it’s done in a 
matter of seconds. Try adding some of your 
favorite fresh herbs. 

Ingredients
1 cup mild olive oil
1/4 cup champagne vinegar
1/2 cup champagne
Salt and freshly ground pepper
Pinch sugar, optional

Directions
        Whisk together olive oil, champagne vin-
egar, and champagne. (You may use a blender 
for this if you wish.) Season to taste with salt 

and pepper. If the vinaigrette tastes too sharp, 
add a pinch of sugar and whisk until dissolved. 
Refrigerate any leftover salad dressing and use 
within 1 week. 

Yield: 1-1/2 cups, enough for 6 to 8 salads 

CHAMPAGNE CUPCAKES 
Ingredients
1 box white cake mix
1 ¼ cups champagne
1/3 cup vegetable oil
3 egg whites
Champagne Frosting
½ cup butter or margarine, 
softened
4 cups powdered sugar
¼ cup champagne
1 teaspoon vanilla
4 or 5 drops of red food color-
ing may be added to batter and 
frosting to make pink champagne 
cupcakes. 
Top cupcakes with decorating 
sugar and edible pearls

Directions
        While many expensive 
champagnes and sparkling wines 
are available, this is one time 
you might choose less expensive 
champagne. Have the champagne at room 
temperature when preparing the cake.
       Heat oven to 350°F (325°F for dark or 
nonstick pan). Place paper baking cup in each 
of 24 regular-size muffi n cups.
       In large bowl, mix dry cake mix and 
champagne. Add oil, egg whites and food 

color. Beat with electric mixer on medium 
speed 2 minutes. Divide batter evenly among 
muffi n cups.
        Bake 17 to 22 minutes or until toothpick 
inserted in center comes out clean. Cool 10 
minutes; remove from pan to cooling rack. 
Cool completely, about 30 minutes.
        In medium bowl, beat frosting ingre-
dients with electric mixer on medium speed 
until smooth. Frost cupcakes. Sprinkle with 
garnishes. Store loosely covered.

Makes 24 cupcakes
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By Cat Lilly

R.I P.
Hubert Sumlin
1931 – 2011

     
        Hubert Sumlin, the 
guitarist who put the 
match and the gasoline 
to Howlin’ Wolf’s fi re, 
and inspired rock guitar 
players like Jimmy Page, 
Robbie Robertson and 
Eric Clapton, passed 
away on Sunday, De-
cember 4th,  in Wayne, 
New Jersey. He was 
eighty years old and died 
of heart failure. Sumlin 
was the last of the great 
Delta bluesmen, born in 
the Mississippi Delta and raised in Arkansas. 
He burst onto the Chicago blues scene with 
Howlin’ Wolf in 1953 and the two shared a 
productive, though volatile working relation-
ship for twenty-three years, until Wolf’s death 
in 1976.
          Sumlin’s eerie guitar was the perfect 
counterpart to Howlin’ Wolf’s moan and 
growl. The Wolf had a hypermacho per-

sona onstage, and Sumlin’s guitar snarled 
right back. His jagged, unpredictable guitar 
style, on cuts like “Smokestack Lightning”, 

“Spoonful” and “Red Rooster”, was 
his signature sound. The two made 
staggering music together, but they 
sometimes battled off the bandstand, 
too, with equal intensity. They black-
ened each other’s eye, and knocked 
out teeth, but they always made up to 
play the music. 
           When Wolf died in1976, 
Sumlin dropped out of the music 
scene for awhile, deeply affected. 
But he went on to tour extensively in 
the U.S., Europe and Japan over the 
next thirty-odd years. He continued 
to produce albums, and was inducted 
into the Blues Foundation Hall of 

Fame in 2008. 
          Hubert Sumlin earned four Grammy, 
nominations, most recently in 2010 for Kenny 
Wayne Shepherd’s Live! In Chicago, and pre-
viously for Tribute to Howlin’ Wolf with Hen-
ry Gray, Calvin Jones, Sam Lay, and Colin 
Linden (1999), Legends with Pinetop Perkins 
(2000) and for his solo project About Them 
Shoes, which featured performances by Keith 
Richards, Eric Clapton, Levon Helm, David 
Johansen and James Cotton (2005).             
           Though Sumlin never achieved a 
fraction of the fame of his celebrated former 
boss, but he was nonetheless one of the most 
infl uential guitarists ever, revered by fellow 
blues musicians all over the world. As testa-
ment to this, Keith Richards and Mick Jagger 
insisted on picking up the tab for the funeral 
expenses of their guitar hero, honoring him 
for the inspiration. Hubert Sumlin had a 
sound that other players tried to emulate, but 
none could achieve. “He can be imitated, but 
never duplicated.”        
          

Fat Fish Blue
Closed After Thirteen Years

          For the last thirteen years Fat Fish Blue 
was a popular Southern style watering and 
eating hole. If you wanted that New Orleans 

fl air, this was the place to go. The music, the 
energy, the crowds…….. The laughs and the 
drinks were fl owing and the Cajun-inspired 
food was bon manje !
                 But times have been tough, and 
many issues have led to the demise of this 
popular establishment. Parking, construction 
and the downturn of the economy were all 
contributing factors. As owner Steve Zambo-
rsky put it, “the place just ran out of steam.” 
The restaurant closed its doors for the last time
on Sunday, December 5th, and the place will 
be missed by many. 
          Fat Fish Blue, at 21 Prospect Ave. at 
Ontario Street, was originally an abandoned 
Goodyear Tire store, attached to the former 
May Company department store. “I thought, 
‘you know, put a wall here, some windows 
there, and this could be a really neat space,’“ 
says Zamborsky. “It was so cool to turn this 
into a great destination for food and live mu-
sic. How much fun is that?” He transformed 
it into a popular spot, known for the spicy 
cuisine, and for its blues, jazz and rock scene. 
Legendary bluesman Robert Lockwood Jr. 
had a regular Wednesday night gig there until 
his death in 2006.
 
          It will now be converted into the Tilted 
Kilt, a Celtic-themed sports bars, with burg-
ers, beer and female servers. “Kilt Girls,” clad 
in short, snug plaid skirts and cropped tops, 
are the big attractions at the rapidly growing 
chain of restaurants, founded in Las Vegas in 
2003. The location is directly adjacent to the 
upcoming Horseshoe Casino. 
          While I’m sure that doesn’t sound too 
bad to some readers, it’s a bit of a sad day in 
Cleveland. A little bit of southern fl air that was 
unique to this area will be no more. No more 
laissez les bon temps roulez at Fat Fish Blue! 

Best Blues Albums of 2011
          There was a wealth of stellar blues 
music released in 2011, and everyone has 
their own ideas about what the blues really 
is, and where the borderlines between blues, 
jazz, roots, rock, and soul music actually fall. I 
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have compiled a list of outstanding 2011 blues 
releases, one that I’m sure will not satisfy 
everyone, but I feel it is a fair representation 
of the best of this ambiguous genre:     

Jeff Beck – Rock-n-Roll Party Honoring Les 
Paul

It’s tough to 
make a live 
recording that 
matches the 
perfection 
of a studio 
album, but 
Jeff Beck 
defi ed the 
odds here. He 
chose some 

familiar tunes to honor Les Paul (“Cry 
Me a River”, “How High the Moon”, 
“Sleepwalk”), and a host of guests 
like Brian Setzer, Gary US Bonds and 
Trombone Shorty keep things interest-
ing. Irish singer Imelda May shines on 
several tunes. Hearing Jeff Beck deliver 
the goods live is truly impressive.

Etta James – The Dreamer
The 
swan 
song of 
aging vocal 
artists is 
sometimes 
pretty thin 
and often 
disappoint-
ing. Not so 
this outing 
by the 

inimitable Etta James. The vocal register is 
lower, and the pace is slower. But she’s still 
belting out classic jazz and R&B songs to 
that funky groove that makes you want to rub 
up against someone. She covers the beautiful 
“Misty Blue” her own way, and “Cigarettes 
and Coffee” is a paen to the great Otis Red-
ding, but with a vibe that is all Etta. Of eleven 
tracks on The Dreamer, there’s not a weak cut 
in the bunch. Diagnosed with leukemia and 
Alzheimer’s Disease, Etta James may be leav-
ing us, but she’s going out swinging.

Johnny Winter – Roots
This album returns Johnny to his roots by 
paying homage to the blues heroes whose pio-
neering spirit infl uenced Winter’s own iconic 
signature sound and style. A host of special 

guests join Winter in trading licks while 
honoring Winter’s idols, including Sonny 

Landreth, Vince 
Gill, Warren 
Haynes, John 
Popper, Jimmy 
Vivino, Derek 
Trucks, Susan 
Tedeschi, John 
Medeski and 
Johnny’s brother 
Edgar Winter. 
Roots repre-
sents a veritable 

history of the blues through its modern day 
interpretation of songs by the genre’s elder 
statesmen performed by some of today’s larg-
est musical talents.

Greg Allman - Low 
Country Blues
A gentler side of 
Gregg Allman 
emerges in his fi rst 
solo release since 
1997. With roots 
producer T-Bone 
Burnett at the helm, 
the album has a 
laid-back and invit-

ing feel that is very different than the Allman 
Brothers’ southern-rock sound. The songs 
are mostly mainstream blues and R & B, and 
the focus is on Gregg’s character-drenched, 
world-weary voice.

Maria Muldaur – Steady Love
This is one of the best records Maria Muldaur 

has ever 
made, easily 
matching 
the spirit 
and fi re of 
her earliest 
releases. 
Returning to 
her swampy 
“bluesiana” 
sound, she 
offers a 

mostly high energy mix of blues, soul, R & B 
and gospel. Among the highlights is a gospel 
vocal duet with daughter Jenni Muldaur. Forty 
years after “Midnight at the Oasis”, Maria 
Muldaur is still going strong.

~Continued on Page 10
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Reserve Now for
Holiday Parties!

MON: 
We take pride in our

Old Family Recipies...
you’ll think we stole your Grandmother!

FRI: $8

TUE: 

Margie’s
RESTAURANT      & LOUNGE

We Would Like To Wish All Our Patrons a Very Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year From Margie and Margie’s Staff!

LOCAL
 WINES!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

 

 
 

 

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

HOMECOOKED SPECIALS MADE FRESH DAILY!

 

HATTRICK (

LOUNGE

440-361-4244
Full Bar w w w 

Fri. Dec. 23rd: Christmas Party
                with Tony Rio & Relentless
Fri. Dec. 30th: DJ 
Sat. Dec. 31st: New Year’s Eve Bash! 
        Welcome 2012 at the Starlite

Fri. Jan. 6th: 4 Kings
Sat. Jan. 7th: Cahootz
Fri. Jan. 13th: EarthQuakers are back!
Sat. Jan. 14th: Sumrada

www.starlitelounge.org

Tuesdays:

Wed. Karaoke:

Thursdays:

Tedeschi – 
Trucks Band 
- Revelator
Married couple 
Susan Tedeschi 
and Derek 
Trucks were 
looking for a 
way to spend 

more time together, and this is the happy re-
sult. What started as a series of summer shows 
turned into a full-blown eleven-piece touring 
band. The sound is unique-- No one sings like 
Susan Tedeschi and Derek Trucks is a one-of-
a-kind guitarist. The product is soulful, full of 
masterful grooves and emotion.

Joe Bon-
namassa - 
Dustbowl 
In Blues 
Revue maga-
zine, the 
Reverend 
wrote, “Dust 
Bowl of-
fers plenty 
of bluesy 
fretwork for 

the fan, from the blunderbuss solos of “The 
Meaning of the Blues” to the acoustic Appala-
chian country-blues of “Black Lung Heart-
ache.” Bonamassa continues to try out new 
musical ideas, honing his storytelling skills to 
a fi ne edge while continuing to develop new 
canvases on which to paint his imaginative 
guitar play. Bonamassa’s talents can no longer 
be restrained by a mere blues framework…so 
just hold on and enjoy the ride!

Tracy Nelson 
– Victim of the 
Blues
Tracy Nelson 
can sing just 
about anything, 
and she has 
made excellent 
folk, coun-
try, and soul 

albums. As the title suggests, this time it is 
blues, with a song list that draws from Muddy 
Waters, Lightning Hopkins, and Willie Dixon. 
She doesn’t have to innovate to be a success 
– her voice is so powerful she barely needs a 
microphone. A solid blues album with excel-

lent support from guitarist Mike Henderson 
and bassist Byron House. 

Eric Clapton & 
Wynton Mar-
salas – Live at 
Lincoln Center
Eric Clapton and 
Wynton Marsalis 
are a more com-
fortable fi t than 
it may initially 
seem. Clapton 

and Marsalis held a series of concerts at New 
York City’s Jazz at Lincoln Center in April of 
2011, the guitarist selecting the songs (apart 
from “Layla,” performed upon the request 
of bassist Carlos Henriquez), the trumpeter 
picking the band and working up the arrange-
ments, using King Oliver’s Creole Jazz Band 
as his template yet fi nding room for piano and, 
of course, guitar. This album spreads the joy 
of the blues and the chemistry between these 
two consummate musicians is very natural. 

Howlin’ Wolf – Live and Cookin’ at Alice’s 
Restaurant Revisited - 
As the old maxim goes, you can’t teach an old 

dog new tricks, 
and by 1972 
it was evident 
to anybody 
listening to re-
leases like This 
Is Howlin’ 
Wolf’s New 
Album or Mes-
sage To The 
Young that the 

blues great simply wasn’t ready or willing 
to move beyond his comfort zone. Live And 
Cookin’ At Alice’s Revisited, a long-overdue 
live album from the Wolf, captured the legend 
doing exactly what he did best – tearing up 
the stage with a set list of familiar blues gems 
that provide a perfect showcase for the Wolf’s 
blues intensity.
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BRING THE

KARAOKEABOUT
ALL

www.All-About-Karaoke.com

ATTENTION CLUB, BAR & RESTAURANT
OWNERS & PRIVATE PARTIES...

Great for Private Parties,

We’re not just

WHAT'DA YOU KNOW?

to your customers!

440-944-5994

 Book by

   Nov. 15

get 10%

OFF!

Review by Alan Cliffe

A Sense of an Ending
Author - Julian Barnes

        To give a sense of the beginning of A 
Sense of an Ending, I’ll speak of an exchange, 
appearing in its pages, between a student 
and a history master at a London second-
ary school. According to a certain school 
of thought, says the student, you can’t say 
anything for certain about any historical event 
except “something happened.” The master’s 
response is mildly amusing and not at all 
serious. But the student was being serious 
indeed.  The spirit of his comments in the 
exchange presides over this story, or maybe I 
should say it haunts it. You can’t be sure that 
a fundamentally serious student won’t instruct 
a less-serious master, but that is the least of 
the matter. It is not guaranteed that a river 
won’t reverse itself, and the history that one 
has actually seen, tasted and lived is the most 
uncertain of all.  
        The scholar of the “something happened” 
persuasion is Adrian Finn, a new guy at the 
school when he and the history master have 
their exchange. The masters are impressed 
with him, as are the fi rst-person narrator and 
his two best friends, fellow students of Finn’s.  
I would say they accept him into their group, 
but it’s truer to say that he accepts them. He 
becomes the philosopher of the group. He 
actually takes seriously the idea that behavior 
should be guided by principle, and eventually 
does something that seems to bear out, in its 
radical irrevocability, just how seriously he 
takes it.
          According to the narrator, purportedly 
telling  the tale forty years later, the essential 
difference between Finn and the others was 
that Finn was serious—in and out of the class-
room—except when he was not, and the other 
three were not serious except when they were.  
That narrator, Tony Webster by name, seems 
to have found the seriousness to try to fi nd 
the truth of a life—really several intersecting 
lives—in which he deems some or maybe 
most of his own past behavior unserious.

         
After gradu-

ation Tony gets into a university, where he 
acquires a girlfriend, one Veronica Ford. There 
is a coolness, maybe even a certain snootiness 
about her. She looks askance at Tony’s rock 
LPs and doesn’t allow what in their time and 
place is called “full sex.” (The older Tony 
explains that, yes, it was the sixties, but that 
for most people the sixties weren’t as free 
and easy as people nowadays think.) Tony 
spends an uncomfortable and chaste weekend 
as a guest of Veronica’s family. Her mother, 
unlike her father and her brother, shows Tony 
some warmth. She also advises him not to 
“let Veronica get away with too much.” The 
young couple break up before long, and come 
together a little later for their fi rst “full sex.” 
(Their fi rst with each other, anyway.) Tony 
decides afterward that he has still had enough 
of Veronica, and there’s a rather unpleasant 
end to things. Tony has introduced Veronica to 
Adrian, and before long they take up with each 
other. Tony more or less gives his blessing. 
At least that’s how the older Tony remembers 
things.
           A while after Tony’s university 

graduation, he gets some bad news about 
Adrian. Adrian, true to character, has left 
a philosophical explanation of what he’s 
done. His note emphasizes the deliber-
ate, self-willed character of his act. But 
Tony more or less blames Veronica. He 
thinks that Adrian would not have acted 
as he did if he had been involved with 
any other woman. At this stage, a reader 
may be inclined to agree. As narrator, 
Tony has spoken of the slippery charac-
ter of time and memory. But his relat-
ing of past events has an immediacy to 
it; one tends to accept his versions of 
them. This is to change.
After telling of the fi nal breakup, 
Tony speaks briefl y of his next few 
decades— marriage, a daughter, 
divorce. And then, in what is now 
the recent past, he fi nds out that 
Veronica’s mother has left him some 
money, and—get this—Adrian’s 
diary. But it seems that Veronica 
has the diary, and does not plan to 

give it up. She does give Tony a tantalizingly 
cryptic fragment of it, along with a copy of 
a hateful letter, in Tony’s hand, which he has 
no memory of writing. And Adrian’s words—
“something happened,” i.e., you can’t be sure 
of much else—are now made fl esh, as it were. 
From here on, a reader likely won’t go along 
with Tony’s version of his history, or the ver-
sion he’s had until recently, because it doesn’t 

look quite real to Tony any more.
         Tony would like to know why Mrs. Ford 
once had Adrian’s diary. Later he’s curious 
about a fortyish man who looks like Adrian. 
He tries to get the diary, an artifact from a 
departed avatar of truth and wisdom, which 
artifact—he hopes—embodies the truth he 
seeks. This is a quest story in which the quest 
itself, not the ever-elusive Grail, gives up 
whatever truth its hero fi nds.
          The older Tony has acquired the Adri-
anic virtue of seriousness, but what he—or Ju-
lian Barnes—is working with by now has less 
to do with seriousness-versus-unseriousness 
than with the imbalance between truth and 
one’s means of fi nding it. Those means would 
include memory, a thing unreliable and often 
self-serving. Tony’s memory is all of that, but 
it’s also unpredictable—it lays down some 
revelatory cards very late in the game. Truth is 
far bigger than Tony’s understanding of it. But 
he eventually discovers some very interesting 
things about his own behavior, Adrian’s last 
days, and the overlapping repercussions of 
both.
Publisher - Alfred A. Knopf  
Release – October, 2011 163 pages



12 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 21, 2011 - January 11, 2012

AGES 3-18
 Ballet
 Jazz
 Tap
 Contemporary
 Hip-Hop

ADULTS
 Ballet
 Tap
 Hip-Hop
Zumba
Ballroom

(440) 428-6666

www.tcsdance.com
2656 Hubbard Rd. 

By Pete RocheBByByByBy PPPPetete Rochchhheee

CD REVIEW
Ralph Carney’s Serious 
Jass Project ….Seriously
The Black Keys’ horny uncle is back to give 
you another wet willy.  

        Ralph Carney is perhaps best known as 
Tom Waits’ sax player—but the Akron native 
also plays clarinet, trumpet, English horn, 
and fl ute on Seriously.  Recorded at 
Getreel Studios by Robert Preston, 
the new release from Ralph Carney’s 
Serious Jass Project also features the 
mutton-chopped multi-instrumentalist 
on lap steel.  He also plays guitar, 
fi ddle, banjo, and harmonica.  Just so 
you know.
        And it’s jass, not jazz.  Even if it 
sounds like jazz.

Oh, nevermind.

        Carney had a hand in creating the 
1979 cult album Contents Dislodged 
During Shipment as a member of 
Tin Hueys—an experimental Zappa / 
Beefheart-infl uenced project formed 
around the time Devo debuted in the 
rubber capital.  Later, Carney formed 
Swollen Monkeys with Mars Williams 
of the Psychedelic Furs and—as hired session 
man—appeared in studio and on stage with 
B-52s, Elvis Costello, Yo La Tengo, and beat 
poets Allen Ginsberg and William Burroughs.  
        Seriously fi nds Carney and his compe-
tent hip squad covering upbeat classic by jazz 
greats Duke Ellington, Coleman Hawkins, 
and Buddy Tate.  It’s something of a big 
band survey that samples prime cuts written 
between the 1930s-50s.  Randy O’Dell returns 
on drums, Ari Munkres mans the double-bass, 
Michael McIntosh tickles the ivories, and 
singer Karina Denike takes vocals on “Carni-
val in Carolina” and “Linger Awhile.”  Guitar-
ist Mike Groh guests on those as well, and 
adds athletic chops to the go-go-go rhythm of 
“Blue Creek Hop.”  
        It’s a crack lineup, but at the aural epi-
center is Carney himself—tooting, blowing, 
and scatting like his life depended on it.  He 
leads the charge on “Moondog Boogie,” a 
Freddie Mitchell show tune written en homage 
to Cleveland disc jockey Alan Freed.  His 
fl ighty fl ute lifts the Richard Rodgers number 
“You Took Advantage of Me,” the trebly wind 
interjections dodging McIntosh’s acrobatic 
piano like frightened fi nches.  His smoky 
clarinet scandalizes “Gypsy Without a Song,” 

a mischievous Ellington bit that sounds like it 
belongs in some noir detective fi lm.  O’Dell’s 
high-hat invigorates Milton Ager’s “Happy 
Feet,” the percussionist splashing and crashing 

his cymbals behind the wall of brawny bebop.  
His brush and stick work create space for Car-
ney’s tenor sax and McIntosh’s fl uid piano on 
“I Wish I Were Twins (So I Could Love You 
More), a 1934 entry coauthored by Broadway 
hit-maker Frank Loesser. 
        “Meet Dr. Foo” may well refer to evil 
genius Fu Manchu, but the tip-toeing piano 
and wop-wop wall of horns evoke the Fedoras,
waistcoats, and Tommy guns of old black-
and-white gangster fi lms.  Seriously says 
sayonara with an original—the lovely “Echoes 
of Chloe,” which features a guy-girl vocal 
duet over clean guitar and sparkly piano.  It’s 
a classy conclusion for the snappy, swingin’ 
Carney crew.  
        If you fancy Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, 
Brian Setzer Orchestra, Squirrel Nut Zippers, 
then Seriously deserves your attention.  And 
you might want to dust off your saddle shoes 
and fi sh your poodle skirts and plaid jackets 
out of mothballs.  Carney swings with the 
best of ‘em, his passionate puffi ng one-upping 
his younger peers while paying tribute to the 
genre that inspired them all.  
        If your feet don’t scuffl e to the Serious 
shuffl e, you ain’t got no pulse, cat.

hotelCONNEAUT
EST. 1903

BEACH CLUB &
ELIZABETH'S
LAKEFRONT
RESTAURANT
(Thur-Sun)

$ $25 at the door
3 Party Bars each with Entertainment...
PORCELAIN BUS DRIVERS
GUTTERBOY & ROD TUCKER
$1 Drafts, Domestic Bottles & Well Drinks 7-9

Dinner Buffet fit for a KING $18/pp

OVERNIGHT PACKAGES
Party & Room for two $160
Party, Buffet & Room for two $185

Season Pass $15
Car Load $10

BOOK ONLINE
WWW.CLPHOTELCONNEAUT.COM

OR CALL 814-213-0120
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 For full schedule, check website
DonPerrySaxman.com

www.facevaluemusic.com  

Be sure to visit us on you tube at
www.youtube.com/user/

FaceValueBand

 Face Value
for the Holidays

        Once again, the year end has arrived at 
an alarming rate, and I am left wondering 
how it is that days, which sometimes seem 
quite long, can turn into weeks and months 
that pass so very, very quickly.
        It is usually around the holidays that I 
become somewhat refl ective, maybe even 
slightly philosophical, as I look back over the 
year and try to decide if things have moved 
in a positive direction.  One way or another, I 
will usually come to the conclusion that yes, 
it was indeed, a good year; maybe tough at 
times, but good nonetheless. If ever I fi nd my-
self to be in doubt, I will always fi nd a way to 
put a positive spin on the worst of situations, 
so that I may celebrate another successful 
year.  Like the song says, “accent…tuate the 
positive, elim…inate the negative.
        For the most part, this past year has been 
fi lled with good experiences, shared with 
good friends, and I am truly grateful for both.  
I feel, as always, blessed by the presence of 
good health, close family and good friends.  I 
will, as always, not dwell upon the negative 
events that may have taken place because to 
do so would gain absolutely nothing.  My one 
regret, as always, is that I was unable to spend 
just a little more time with those who left this 
world behind in 2011.  Those that I knew well 
and held dear, as well as those whom I wish 
I could have known better.  But as my dear 
friend Samuel Nappi, (1927-2011), always 
said, “What’a ya gonna do, Ehh?”  I miss you 
Amigo.  Your presence made this world, and 
my life, much richer.   
        As I begin this, my 5th year as author of 
the “What About Jazz” column, I 
refl ect gratefully upon the opportu-
nities that have come along with the 
task. I have been fortunate enough 
to meet a wealth of talent from the 
Cleveland area and beyond; artists 
who have dedicated their lives to 
the study and performance of jazz 
and many who also work diligently 
to pass the art form along to future 
generations.  I am grateful for the 
chance to witness their performanc-
es as well as conversing with these 
gifted musicians.
         Penning this column has 
also brought to my attention, an 
entire world of musicians whose 
accomplishments are simply mind-
blowing, yet their work remains 
largely unnoticed because they 
have gained recognition via the pop 
scene. Many, if not most of the art-
ists who have been featured in this 
column were completely unknown 
to me just a few years ago.  Another 
especially interesting fact is just how many 
accomplished artists have considered Cleve-

land their home, at some point in their lives.
          As I prepare each issue of this article, I 
refer to several different sources before decid-
ing which artists or events to feature.  While 
doing this research, I can always be assured 
that I will fi nd something exciting happen-
ing at Nighttown on Cedar Rd. in Cleveland 
Heights. There are many native Clevelanders 
who have gained national recognition in the 
jazz realm and I know that I can count on my 
friends at Jim Wadsworth productions to bring 
them home to the Nighttown stage. 
        On December 27th and 28th, just such 
an event will take place.  Native-Clevelander, 
master percussionist and world-class per-
former / educator, Jamey Haddad returns to 
Cleveland, from touring with Paul Simon, for 
2 Holiday shows.  Featuring: Mark Soskin – 
piano; Billy Drewes – saxophone; and Kip 
Reed - electric bass.
         In addition to his tenure as an interna-
tional performer, Haddad has invented and 
patented several percussion instruments.  He 
is an author and lecturer and is considered 
an authority on musical cultures and their 
rhythmic base.  Currently he is an instructor 
at the Berklee School of Music, The New Eng-
land Conservatory, Oberlin College and the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. 
        Among his many accomplishments, 
Jamey is the recipient of 3 National Endow-
ments for the Arts, Performance Grants and a 
Fulbright Fellowship.  He can also be heard 
on more than 170 recordings and routinely has 
articles published internationally, relating to 

the experi-
ences of the 
contempo-
rary world 
musician.  
        A for-
mer Berklee 
student 
himself, 
Haddad can 
currently be 
heard on the 
recently re-
leased album 
“Esperanza”, 
by prodigy 
Esperanza 
Spauld-
ing, who 
studied under 
Haddad at 
Berklee, and 
also “stole 
the show” 
last year at 

the Grammy Awards.
         Jamey Haddad has worked with a seem-

ingly endless list of highly respected musi-
cians around the world.  Perhaps none more 
highly regarded than Paul Simon, whom Had-
dad has performed and recorded with since 
1998. Once, in 2004 at a concert in Rome, he 
accompanied Simon at a performance in front 
of a crowd of over 600,000.  Unimaginable!  
Jamey also accompanied Paul Simon’s perfor-
mances at the Grammys and at Paul’s hall of 
fame induction.
        The Art of Jazz is still alive and well 
in America, and is very much a part of our 
history and culture here in Cleveland as well. 
We are very fortunate to have someone like 
Jamey Haddad right here at home, sharing his 
knowledge and experiences with Cleveland 
area youth. 
        To witness the performance of this world 
renown artist on December 27th or 28th, in the 
intimate, personal setting of the music room at 
Nighttown, visit nighttowncleveland.com , for 
ticket and show information.  To learn more 
about the life of Jamey Haddad and his travels, 
check out jameyhaddadmusic.com

By Don Perry
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SUMRADA
Sat. Dec. 31

CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH US AT
THE LODGE AT GENEVA ON-THE-LAKE!

FOUR COURSE DINNER WITH WINE SERVICE, 
OPEN BAR, CHAMPAGNE TOAST, 

OVERNIGHT STAY WITH BREAKFAST 
FOR TWO THE NEXT MORNING

AND A  LATE CHECK OUT.
Call 440-466-7100

FOR MORE DETAILS/RESERVATIONS.

Fri. Jan. 13
SPECTATORS SPORTS GRILLE 

(WILLOUGHBY HILLS
9:00pm-1:00am

Sat. Jan. 14
STARLITE LOUNGE

GENEVA 9:00PM-1:00AM

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON DATES & EVENTS.

rhythm guitarist Izzy Stradlin and bassist Duff 
McKagan wrote about the gritty realities of 
the scene, most memorably on their master-
piece “Welcome To The Jungle.”  The massive 
single “Sweet Child O’ Mine” showed their 
gentler side, while “Mr. Brownstone” was a 
brilliant cautionary tale about the dangers of 
heroin.  In 1991, inspired by Queen and Elton 
John, they released the highly ambitious Use 
Your Illusion albums on the same day. Epic 
singles “November Rain” and “Civil War” 
proved how quickly the band had evolved in a 
few short years, and they were soon packing 
stadiums all across the globe.  When the tour 
wrapped in late 1993, the band paid tribute to 
their 1970s hard rock, punk and glam heroes 
by recording an album of covers called The 
Spaghetti Incident. 

LAURA NYRO
         Bronx-born singer, songwriter and 
pianist Laura Nyro (1947-1997) was still a 
teenager in 1966 when she recorded her debut 
album, and Peter, Paul & Mary cut “And 
When I Die.”  At age 19, Laura played the 
1967 Monterey Pop Festival, which brought 
her to the attention of fi rst-time manager 
David Geffen.  He led her to Columbia, 
Laura’s record label for the next 25 years, 
starting with 1968’s iconic Eli And The 
Thirteenth Confession.  Other artists scored hit 
after hit with her songs, led by the 5th 
Dimension’s “Stoned Soul Picnic” and “Sweet 
Blindness” in 1968 (then “Wedding Bell 
Blues” in ’69 and “Blowin’ Away” in ’70).  
Over two consecutive weeks in October 1969, 
Blood, Sweat & Tears entered the Hot 100 
with “And When I Die,” and Three Dog Night 
followed with “Eli’s Coming.”  Laura’s 1971 
LP with Labelle, Gonna Take A Miracle, an 
entire program of R&B covers, produced in 
Philadelphia by Gamble & Huff, remains a 
classic four decades later.  Elton John 
acclaimed her infl uence to Elvis Costello: 
“The soul, the passion, the out-and-out 
audacity of her rhythmic and melody changes 
was like nothing I’d ever heard before.”  
Laura’s tragic death of ovarian cancer at age 
49 robbed popular music of one of its purest 
lights. 

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
          Formed in the sin-and-glamour capital 
of America – Hollywood, California – in 1983, 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers are one of the most 
fl amboyant, commercially successful and 
musically infl uential bands of rock’s last 
quarter century. Singer Anthony Kiedis, 
bassist Michael Balzary a/k/a Flea, guitarist 
Hillel Slovak and drummer Jack Irons were 
high school pals who combined their passions 
for Jimi Hendrix, Seventies R&B and hardcore 
punk with sexual exuberance and local 
skateboard culture, immediately becoming 
famous for their outrageous (often near-naked) 
live shows and incendiary jamming. After 
Slovak’s death in 1988 and other personnel 
changes, the Chili Peppers – with guitar 

prodigy John Frusciante and drummer Chad 
Smith – broke through with 1991’s BloodSug-
arSexMagik, a multi-platinum fusion of metal 
and rap that was pivotal in bringing modern 
black street culture and music to the Nirvana 
generation. The Chili Peppers’ hits have run 
the melodic and emotional gamut from the 
fi erce hip hop of BloodSugar’s “Give It Away” 
and the 1992 Number Two ballad “Under The 
Bridge,” one of the best pop songs ever 
written about the grip of addiction, to the 
heavy riffi ng of “Scar Tissue” and the 
gorgeous melancholy of “Otherside” on 
1999’s Californication. The Chili Peppers’ 
2006 two-CD set, Stadium Arcadium, went 
right to Number One, an ambitious collection 
that added Sixties-pop harmonies, blazing 
psychedelia and progressive-rock dynamics to 
their heavy California soul.  After their longest 
hiatus ever, the Chili Peppers returned in the 
summer of 2011 with a new album, I’m With 
You (which debuted at Number One in 17 
countries), and a new tour that will take them 
through 2013.

THE SMALL FACES/THE FACES
          Founded in London in 1965, the Small 
Faces were two great bands in one: visionary 
mods who were creative peers and commercial 
equals of the Beatles, the Who and the Rolling 
Stones, then reborn in the early Seventies with 
a shortened name and a thrilling inventive 
hard-rock sound. Named for their diminutive 
stature and mod slang for a snappy dresser, 
bassist Ronnie Lane, organist Ian McLagan, 
drummer Kenney Jones and singer Steve 
Marriott recorded an explosive series of U.K. 
hit singles and classic albums, mostly written 
by Marriott and Lane, that set the standard for 
Sixties soul-infl ected pop and English 
psychedelic romanticism. Marriott’s Cockney-
Otis Redding wail was a profound infl uence 
on heavy-rock singers like Led Zeppelin’s 
Robert Plant.  When Marriott quit in early 
1969, Lane, Jones and McLagan recruited 
singer Rod Stewart and guitarist Ron Wood, 
both from the Jeff Beck Group. Fusing R&B, 
country roots and Fifties rock, the Faces made 
joyful roots music with arena muscle, cutting 
their own immortal body of work (1972’s 
“Stay With Me,” Lane’s elegiac gem “Ooh La 
La”) while conquering America with boozy-
brother showmanship. The Faces broke up in 
1975 when Stewart went solo full-time and 
Wood joined the Stones. (Lane died in 1997.) 
But in their exuberance and pioneering spirit, 
the Small Faces and the Faces have always 
been one band: brilliant, unprecedented and as 
infl uential as ever.

Early Infl uence:

FREDDIE KING
         Guitarists ranging from Eric Clapton and 
Mike Bloomfi eld, to Peter Green, Jeff Beck 
and Carlos Santana have all acknowledged 
their debt to Freddie King (1934-1976), the 
“Texas Cannonball.”  His ’60s classics, “Have 
You Ever Loved A Woman,” “Hide Away,” 

“You’ve Got To Love Her With A Feeling” 
and “The Stumble” are part of the DNA of 
modern electric blues.  Born in Texas, young 
Freddie arrived in Chicago with his family in 
1950, a perfect moment to start learning from 
Muddy Waters, Little Walter, Jimmy Rogers 
and all of the legendary post-war bluesmen.  
Over the next ten years, as the First Great 
blues revival took shape, Freddie developed a 
style all his own.  In 1961, he miraculously 
charted six R&B Top 30 hits on the King/
Federal label that were heard from coast-to-
coast and were profoundly infl uential on both 
sides of the Atlantic.  Freddie King thrived on 
rock, jazz and blues scenes and at festivals 
starting in the late ’60s and ’70s, even getting 
name-checked by Grand Funk Railroad on 
“We’re An American Band” (“Up all night 
with Freddie King/ I got to tell you, poker’s 
his thing”).  Right up through his death, all too 
soon at age 42, Freddie infl uenced Stevie Ray 
and Jimmie Vaughan, and the next generation 
of disciples who would take electric blues into 
the ’80s, ’90s and beyond.

Ahmet Ertegun (nonperformer) Award:

DON KIRSHNER
        Don Kirshner’s career spanned the 
heyday of New York’s Brill Building, which 
was the ground zero of pop songwriting in the 
1950s and 60s, included a pivotal role in 
creating the Monkees and the Archies, and 
later found him hosting the long-running 
live-music television show Don Kirshner’s 
Rock Concert.
          Kirshner began his music career when 
he met fellow Bronx native Robert Cassotto, 
They began writing songs together. Cassotto 
changed his name to Bobby Darin and went on
to a successful recording career. In 1958, 
Kirshner embarked upon a new partnership, 
founding Aldon Music with musician Al 
Nevin. Aldon was a songwriting factory, 
where teams of writers churned out songs to 
be sold to the stars of the day. Neil Diamond 
was one of the fi rst songwriters signed up to 
Aldon. Kirshner embarked upon the second 
act of his career, masterminding the made 
for-television group the Monkees and the 
made-for-cartoon group the Archies.  By 
1972, Kirshner was concentrating on his 
television career. That year he became 
executive producer on ABC’s live-music 
show, In Concert. In 1973, he debuted Don 
Kirshner’s Rock Concert. The show hosted 
performances by a who’s who of rock 
luminaries, including the Rolling Stones, the 
Eagles, David Bowie, Fleetwood Mac, 
Blondie, the Ramones and the Allman 
Brothers, among many others.  Don Kirsh-
ner’s Rock Concert was broadcast until 1982, 
and Kirshner retired, fi rst to New Jersey, then 
Boca Raton, Florida, where he died of heart 
failure on January 17, 2011.  

The Award for Musical Excellence:

~Continued from Page 5
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BREWIN’ THE BREW
        Christmas has come early for quite a 
few cities across the country this year. The 
Brewers Association reports that more than 
50 breweries in over 20 states have opened in 
the past two months, which means a boost for 
their local economies. Visit brewersassocia-
tion.org

Sierra Nevada Pale Ale Cans 

Hit Production

        As not to cause false alarm – the beer is 
not in the cans yet but it will be. For Sierra 
Nevada lovers who prefer the portability and 
other advantages of cans keep your eyes on 
the store shelves. It has a deep amber color 
and an exceptionally full-bodied, complex 
character. Generous quantities of premium 
Cascade hops give the Pale Ale its fragrant 
bouquet and spicy fl avor. It is the brewery’s 
fl agship beer. The canned version of Sierra 
Nevada Pale Ale is expected to be released 
next month.

Big Eddy line to expand 

in 2012

        Beer afi cionados, wine enthusi-
asts, home brewers and other taste-
adventurers are about to get a hearty 
helping of Big Eddy brews from 
the Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing 

Company. Leinenku-
gel’s released Big Eddy 
Russian Imperial 
Stout on a limited basis 
in 2010, and now the 
Big Eddy family is 
expanding. In 2012, 
Big Eddy fans can look 
forward to three brand-new 
robust brews in this craft series: 
a Double India Pale Ale, a Bal-
tic Porter and a Scotch Ale.

        Inspired by the Big Eddy Spring, the 
lifeline of the Leinenkugel’s brewery in 
Chippewa Falls, Wis. since 1867, the Big 
Eddy brand offers beer drinkers complex, yet 
balanced fl avors beyond the mainstream. The 
Russian Imperial Stout, available November to 
January, is a deep mahogany brew featuring 11 
different malts, espresso and mocha character 
and fi nishing with toffee and molasses notes.
        Big Eddy Russian Imperial Stout ages 
well and is reminiscent of the 18th century 
Russian Imperial Stout style that contained 
extra malts and hops to act as preservatives 
during long voyages from England to Russia, 
where it was served in the royal court. Brewed 
with 11 different malts including Munich, 
Carmel, Chocolate, classic Pale and Pale Ale, 

this Russian Imperial 
Stout provides a rich, 
dry character, perfectly 
balancing Big Eddy’s 
hoppy assertiveness. 
Warrior, Summit and 
Glacier hops create 
a bold tribute to the 
characteristic intensity 
of the fl avor.
        Big Eddy Russian 
Imperial Stout will be 
available in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Illinois, 
Ohio, Michigan, Indi-
ana, Kentucky, Iowa, 

North Dakota, South Dakota, Georgia, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington 
D.C., Virginia, Kansas, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Texas, and Arizona. The stout, which is 9.5 
percent ABV, will be available in four-pack 
bottles and on draft for a limited time.
Leinenkugel’s will share more details about 
the three new Big Eddy Series beers Facebook 
in early 2012.
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www.deersleapwine.com

Come Join 
Sat. Feb. 11th

afterwards.
 
The Play It Down app enables users to test 
their hearing. The app offers several interac-
tive features including ‘The Ear Knob’ that 
lets friends compare who can hear the highest 
frequencies, and ‘The Volume Zone’ which 
measures sound volume in decibels.

The Digifi t Ecosystem is a suite of Apple apps 
designed for those with an active lifestyle. It 
can record heart rate, pace, speed and power. 
Data can also be uploaded to and managed via 
training sites such as Training Peaks and New 
Leaf.
 
Skin Scan is an app which allows users to 
scan and monitor moles over time, with the 
aim of preventing malignant skin cancers. 
The app tells users if a visit to their doctor or 
dermatologist is advisable.

Ford demonstrate three apps offering in-car 
health monitoring. The sample apps use 
Ford’s SYNC Applink software to enable driv-
ers to access certain mobile health apps while 
driving to keep track of chronic conditions 
such as diabetes, asthma and hay fever.

POINT & KNOW
2012 will be about instant visual information 
gratifi cation.

Google Goggles is a free image recognition 
app which enables users to search based on 
photographs taken with a handheld device. By 
taking pictures of objects, places or product 
barcodes, users can fi nd out further informa-
tion.

The eBay Inspiration Shop in New York was 
the result of a collaboration between market-
place website eBay, US designer Jonathan 
Adler and a selection of ‘tastemakers’ such 
as celebrities, editors, bloggers and stylists. 
The virtual storefront displayed a range of 
electronic, fashion and automotive products, 
and to purchase items instantly, shoppers had 
to download eBay’s mobile application and 
scan a QR code.

leafsnap is a free app that utilizes visual rec-
ognition technology to enable users to identify 
various species of tree by taking photographs 
of leaves.

WeBIRD allows anyone with a smartphone 
to record a bird’s call, submit it wirelessly to 
a server and (after a few seconds) receive a 
positive ID on the species of bird. WeBIRD 
hopes to be available to the public in time for 
the spring migration in 2012.

PittPatt, Created by Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, is a facial recognition tool that enables 
users to fi nd individuals from photographs 
or videos. The face detection software can 
locate human faces and match them up with 
photographs from Facebook and Google 
Images, identifying individuals in under 60 
seconds. PittPatt, still in development, was 
acquired by Google in July 2011. Scary? 
Perhaps. Interesting? Defi nitely.

RECOMMERCE
For smart consumers, ‘trading in’ is the new 
buying in 2012.

        Consumers have always resold large, 
durable goods like cars and houses; but in 
2012, almost anything is ripe for resale, 
from electronics to clothes, and even experi-
ences. Novel brand buy-backs, exchange 
schemes, online platforms and mobile mar-
ketplaces offer smart and convenient options 
for consumers keen to ‘trade in to trade up’, 
alleviate fi nancial strains (double dips, any-
one?), and/or quell environmental and ethical 
concerns.
Three drivers behind the RECOMMERCE 
phenomenon:
NEXTISM: Consumers will forever crave 
new and exciting experiences promised by the 
‘next’.
STATUSPHERE: The growing status boost 
that comes from being savvy and shopping 
(environmentally) responsibly.
EXCUSUMPTION: Cash-strapped, reces-
sion-stricken consumers embracing creative 
solutions to spend less and still enjoy as many 
experiences and purchases as possible.

Building Sets Based on Epic Film Trilogy 
and Forthcoming Theatrical Release Slated 
for 2012
        Warner Bros. Consumer Products and 
The LEGO Group announced a partnership 
that awards the world’s leading construc-
tion toy brand exclusive rights to develop 
build-and-play construction sets based on The 
Lord Of The Rings™ trilogy and the two fi lms 
based on The Hobbit™.  The multi-year li-
censing agreement grants access to the library 
of characters, settings, and stories for The Lord
Of The Rings property, as well as fi lms The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey and The 
Hobbit: There and Back Again.  LEGO® The 
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

Award Winning Wines in a Spectacular Lakefront Setting

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com
Book your next getaway at our Bed & Breakfast Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Thursday-Saturday 5-9PM and Sunday 4-8PM
Winery Hours: 

New Year’s Eve Dinner
Seating at 5:30pm & 8pm

WE WILL
BE CLOSED

DECEMBER
19-25

& JANUARY
1-12

Lord Of The Rings construction sets are slated 
for a rolling global launch beginning in June 
2012 in the United States, with LEGO The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey scheduled for 
later in the year.

Life Changing Film Releases

Releases January 3, 2012
I AM is the story of a successful Hollywood 

director, 
Tom Shady-
ac (Liar 
Liar, Nutty 
Profes-
sor, Bruce 
Almighty), 
who experi-
enced a life 
threaten-
ing head 
injury, and 
his ensuing 
journey 
to try and 
answer two 
very basic 

questions: What’s wrong with our world? 
and What can we do about it? 

With a fi lm crew of four, Tom visits some 
of today s great minds, including authors, 
poets, teachers, religious leaders, and 
scientists (Howard Zinn, Lynn McTaggart, 
Desmond Tutu, Thom Harmann, Coleman 
Barks) searching for the fundamental en-
demic problem that causes all of the other 
problems, while simultaneously refl ecting 
on this own life choices of excess, greed 
and eventual healing. 
They started by asking what’s wrong 
with the world, and ended up discovering 
what’s right with it.

Yoga Journal: Living Yoga Transform Your 

Life 10 DVD Set 
Releases January 17th
Yoga Journal - the most-read Yoga magazine 
in the world - presents an amazing 10 DVD 
collection of at-home yoga practice plans, 
expert video instruction, nutrition tips and 
more to help you transform your life. This 
comprehensive program refl ects the sincere 
commitment that you are making to your 
physical, mental and emotional well-being. It 
is designed to cultivate greater strength, fl ex-
ibility, and comfort in your body and mind. 
By laying the foundations for a safe, skillful, 
and strong yoga practice this program will 
also help you manage stress and foster greater 
self-awareness. Yoga Journal’s Living Yoga is 
the most thorough, authoritative yoga program 
available today and provides you with the op-
portunity to reap yoga’s benefi ts and develop 
greater health and happiness. Living Yoga 
presents you with your path to over-all well-
being with the 30-day and 90-day programs 
contained across the 10 DVDs.

 Releases January 31st
Stephen Hawking’s Universe is an epic new 

kind of 
cosmol-
ogy series, 
a Planet 
Earth of the 
heavens. 
Over eight, 
spell-binding 
hours, an 
animated Ste-
phen Hawk-
ing gives us 
the ultimate 
guide to the 
universe, a 
ripping yarn 
based on real 

science, spanning the whole of space and time.
All DVD releases will be available at Amazon.
com

In summary; this short but interesting list of 
new and yet to come items, be they need or 
novelty, lays suggestions to spark something 
fresh. Enhancing one’s bliss and having a 
vision for the year ahead is as individual as a 
favorite color, but with hope that the New Year 
will be bring changes that reward and perhaps 
even enlighten as we proceed ….
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check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Debonne Vineyards  

Old Mill Winery
"Acoustic Thursday" 

Pipers III, Broadview Hts. 

Old Mill Winery
"Acoustic Thursday" 

Sat, Dec. 31
Vermilion Amvets 

The Winery at Spring Hill

8th ANNUAL HOLIDAY REVIVAL” SHOW RETURNS TO HOUSE OF BLUES
        Little Fish Records announced that 
Carlos Jones & The P.L.U.S. Band (aka The 
Peace, Love, Unity Syn-
dicate) will be bringing 
the “Holiday Revival” 
show back to the The 
House of Blues on 
Monday, December 26th 
at  8:00 p.m. This is an 
all ages show.  Opening 
will be Outlaws I&I, 
featuring four former 
members of First Light.
             This year’s 
show once again returns 
the day after Christmas 
and caps off another 
busy year for Carlos 
Jones & the PLUS 
Band.  Their exposure at 
the Marley in the Moun-
tains Festival in Sun 
Valley, Idaho back in 
February for the second 
straight year, helped to 
increase their fan base 
on the west coast.  Then 

Carlos Jones had the opportunity to perform 
at this year’s Easter Egg Roll at the White 

House in Washington, 
D.C. with his brother 
Norman Jones and 
the Rhythm Child 
Network, where he 
met President Barack 
Obama and his wife 
Michele.  The Hessler 
Street Fair in May had 
the largest crowd on 
record, as the PLUS 
Band performed right 
after the legendary 
American Reggae 
pioneers, I-Tal – who 
reunited for this 
event.  Then at the 
Midwest Reggae Fes-
tival in August, sev-
eral Jamaican groups 
had to cancel out due 
to visa problems, and 
the PLUS Band ended 
up headlining the 
Festival on Saturday 
night to approximately 

5,000 people.  The group’s latest release, a 
4-song EP titled 
“Positive Vibra-
tions”, is picking 
up airplay on local 
radio as well as 
Internet and Satel-
lite radio stations 
around the country 
which feature reg-
gae music.  Carlos 
Jones continues to 
add new fans, espe-
cially younger fans 
who are turning on 
to the reggae beat 
and message. His 
energetic perfor-
mances continue to 
be both entertaining 
and inspiring.
         For the sec-
ond year in a row 
the Holiday Revival 
show will have a 
reggae band opener. 
Previous openers have included groups like 
the The Latin Crew, Prayer Warriors, Broke 

By Monday, Ghetto Wisdom, Mifune, and 
Robin Stone. To make the story even bet-
ter, the Outlaws I&I, led by singer Butch 
Buchanon, has revamped their lineup over 
the course of the year, to now include former 
First Light members Chopper (guitar, bass), 
Gino Long (guitar, bass), Ed Marthey (key-
boards), and Rod Reisman (drums).   While 
First Light disbanded in 1998 when Jones 
left to pursue his solo career, the remaining 
band members each went their own way until 
the group reunited for the 10 year anniver-
sary of their breakup in 2008.  Apparently, 
they all got the itch to play together again, 
so when Butchie B fi rst added Gino Long on 
guitar, it didn’t take long for the rest of the 
guys to fall in line. They’ve been rehearsing 
and playing out together since this summer, 
and are poised to claim their spot on the local 
reggae scene.
The House of Blues is located at 308 Euclid 
Avenue Cleveland 216-523-BLUE (2583).  
Tickets are $10 advance $12 day of show.
            
LITTLE FISH RECORDS (LFR) is a Cleve-
land-based record label committed to present-
ing the fi nest local and regional sounds within 
a wide variety of musical genres, including 
Reggae, World, Americana, Blues, Folk, Jazz, 

and Rock.  Little Fish 
Records is a division 
of Cross Track Music,
Inc., a full-service 
provider of artist 
services, including 
management, promo-
tions, distribution, 
bookings, publishing, 
and foreign licens-
ing.  LFR’s website 
littlefi shrecords.com 
hosts and sells its 
“Cleveland Clas-
sics” comprehensive 
collection of music 
by Cleveland-based 
artists from the 60’s 
to present. 

5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and

cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.
Most items available for take-out, too!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well drinks EVERY DAY!

www.HighTideTavern.com

Sat. Dec. 31st

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-12:30AM

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

THANK YOU for taking care of our five Christmas families!
We are closed Christmas Day. We look forward to seeing you on the 26th!

DJ/Karaoke, Champaigne
Toast, Hats, Noise-Makers,

Pork & Saurkraut ...
All the Great

New Year's Eve Stuff! 
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JUST FOR LAUGHS

Good Chidings 

and Jeer

        It’s that time again, where we all 
prepare to end one calendar year and begin 
yet another. For some, it’s a chance to 
cleanse them of a year in which they did not 
see their brighter days and rejoice in their 
proverbial rebirth and fresh start of a new 
year. For others, it’s the bittersweet fi nal 
embrace of a year that captured so many 
fond memories. For most though, it’s all 
about the parties.
       Prior to ringing in the New Year, we 
must fi rst overcome that obstacle known as 
“the holidays” (the all encompassing term 
for Christmas, Hanukkah, etc.).  For me, 
Christmas is a bit of a pain in the backside, 
“Sandusky style.”  I come from a divorced 
family that only now is starting to un-
derstand that I have to spend most of my 
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day traveling just 
to appease everyone’s wish that I attend the 
holiday functions. The “rhythmic slap, slap, 
slapping” heard for me every year is that 
of nagging and complaining that I haven’t 
spent enough time at each separate family 
function.  I complain, but at the end of the 
day, I do enjoy seeing everyone I get to see, 
it’s my third favorite part of the forthcom-
ing weeks.
        My second favorite part of the forth-
coming weeks and absolute favorite part 

about Christmas in America is the bit of 
ignorance that always seems to come from 
the world of Hollywood and/or music.  This 
year’s award I have already decided has 
been given to the writers of the hit Fox 
television show “Glee” and their Christ-
mas episode.  The last song performed in 
the show was a rendition of my absolute 
favorite holiday ignorant classic “Do They 
Know It’s Christmas” by Band-Aid. This 
song was originally done by a large group 
of musicians ranging from Boy George to 
Bono back in the 1980s as a way for us to 
take notice of what was going on in Africa.  
However, the humor comes when dissecting 
the lyrics of which are supposed to bring us 
education, but instead show a lack of it by 
the celebrities involved.  My favorite line?  
“And there won’t be snow in Africa this 
Christmastime…” which leads us to believe 
that it snows all over the continent of 
Africa as a whole each and every other year 
despite the fact that most of the continent 
has ridiculously warm temperatures and 
rarely reaches even close to the temperature 
needed for precipitation to turn to snow!  In 
a close second place is, “do they know it’s 
Christmastime at all?” which also has its 
own ignorance due to the fact that much of 
the continent isn’t even Christian.  So no, 
they don’t know, nor do I think they care. 
I honestly never thought these lines could 
be outdone, until I happened to catch this 
episode of Glee.
         At the end of the episode, the cast 
heads down to a homeless shelter and helps 
serve food and provide the less fortunate 
with some holiday cheer.  That actually 
sends a great message to the viewers, until 
they of course decided to sing the aforemen-
tioned song.  While standing in a room full 
of homeless people who can’t afford to eat, 
the cast sings, “Feed the world.”  I’m going 
to let that sink in for a moment. Let me 
help, they want homeless people, who they 
are feeding, to feed the world, despite the 
fact they can’t feed themselves. What is it 
the kids are saying these days? SMH (which 

~Continued on Page 20

at

Call us or Stop in for all your
     Special Event  & Party Needs!

Bilicic’s Busy Mart

Tents     Tables     Chairs     Keg Coolers

Phone: 440.466.9111
Fax: 440.466.7222

NO EVENT
TOO BIG OR

SMALL!

Authorized Dealer

Hand Crafted  Wax Chips, Shaped Like Leaves and Flowers

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat Dec 31st

Special
New Year’s Eve

Performance by
Brad, Jeff,

Jimmy & Nick

at The Winery
at Spring Hill

6 to 9pm

With Steve Guy
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apparently stands for, shaking my head).
        Thankfully, we’ve got the New Year 
to look forward to. I don’t think I’ve ever 
made a resolution, but I will start this year.  
I now offi cially declare to continue to not 
make a resolution. Now that’s over with, 
let’s talk about my favorite parts.  Firstly, 
you may not realize it, but this is a holiday 
full of skankaliciousness that can only be 
matched by Halloween. If Halloween gives 
girls a reason to dress downright trashy, 
then New Year’s Eve gives them a reason to 
act upon those feelings.  
         Each year, the majority of the female 
gender dresses up to head out for New 
Year’s Eve and it doesn’t even matter what 
the weather is like where they live.  All 
females want one thing at the stroke of 
midnight though – the New Year’s Midnight 
Kiss. It’s as if this kiss is the glass slip-
per that Cinderella left behind at midnight 
and will somehow lead them to a lifetime 
of happiness they are pursuing even if it’s 
not with the guy they kissed.  To be certain 
this goal is reached, well, let’s put it this 
way, just because a girl is wearing a dress 
doesn’t exactly mean she isn’t as scantily 

clad as she is on Halloween as the “slutty 
nurse.”  You see it every year; women go 
out in groups and proclaim, “This New Year 
is all about the ladies, we don’t need men!”  
Yet, by the end of the night each member 
of that group (with possible exception to 
the ugly one, but beauty is in the eye of the 
drunk guy on New Year’s) ends up fi nding 
a sucker to plant her overly-priced-Maybel-
line-Cherry red-covered lips on.
         The other enjoyment of the New 
Year’s celebration is of course those who 
party a bit too hard and don’t quite make it 
to midnight or barely make it passed. This 
has never been illustrated better or more 
humorously for me than my celebration 
last year in Columbus. Seated across from 
where I was standing at the bar was a group 
of folks in a booth. Now, clearly, they had 
been drinking all night as the table was full 
of buckets that previously had bottles of 
beer on ice.  These buckets would ulti-
mately come in handy.  As the clock struck 
midnight, I toasted to my friends and drank, 
then glanced over at Miss Didn’t Quite 
Make It To 2011. She was a young lady that 
we noticed throughout the night who could 
be barely walk each time she left for the 
restroom and at one point fl ashed the crowd 
while she was on the dance fl oor.  By on the 
dance fl oor, I simply mean, she attempted to 
dance and then crashed to the dance fl oor.  
As we rang in 2011 her lucky boyfriend was 
not receiving a kiss, but instead was holding 
her hair and one of the many beer buckets 
as she vomited in his lap.  As my friends 
and I looked on, we toasted to the young lad 
and agreed that she should probably marry 
that guy.  You see ladies, it’s not always a 
kiss at midnight that helps you fi nd Prince 
Charming, but sometimes it’s vomiting in 
his lap as he holds a bucket for you.
From myself, to everyone else, cheers to a 
safe and joyous ending to 2011 and begin-
ning to 2012.
***You can follow Steve on Facebook 
(Steve Guy) or Twitter @TheSteveGuy
Need some advice? Steve loves to give 
his kind of advice (not intended to cause 
the need for or replace medical attention). 
Email questions to steveguy@uplate-tv.com 
and state in the subject line – Hey Advice 
Guy.

~Continued from Page 19

WEDS.Musician’s Night 9pm 
with Ted Riser!

HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 Buckets 
of Beer WEEKENDS

Weds. Dec. 21 - Christmas Party 

Hosted by Ted Riser

Fri. Dec. 23 - The Nick Zuber Band

Sat. Dec. 24 - Closed - Merry Christmas!

Fri. Dec. 30 - The Burnt River Band

THUR. DJ NIGHT!

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

Sat. Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Party

Hosted by TIME MACHINE

Fri. Jan. 6 - Time Machine

Sat. Jan. 7 - Agent 99

Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557
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By Harvey Wasserman

Never doubt that simple acts of generosity 
and solidarity can change lives---and the 
world.

        George Whitman and his Shakespeare & 
Company bookstore have been uniquely pow-
erful living proof of that.  And his daughter 
has guaranteed it will continue.
        Nestled into the Left Bank of the Seine, 
a stones throw from the magnifi cent Notre 
Dame Cathedral, George’s bookstore has been 
a beacon of Bohemian/hippie/humanist/leftist 
writing and romance for decades. 
        Its spiritual roots stretch back to the great 
literary lights of the ex-pat 1920s---Heming-
way and Fitzgerald, Joyce and Stein.  In 
George’s 1950s era, that also meant Kerouac, 
Ginsberg, Corso and more.  So much genius 
passed through the place its walls seem to 
glow.
        George Whitman was known for letting 
budding young writers crash for weeks at a 
time.   In the summer of 1967, I was one of 
them.   Based on hippie urban legend, I sought 
the place out and asked if I could sleep on a 
couch upstairs.
        Eyeing me suspiciously, George asked if 
I was a writer.  I said I’d been a college editor, 
and had aspirations.   
        He said OK….I could have a week on the 
mattress.
        It was pure joy.  Raised in the Midwest, 
just out of the University of Michigan, at the 
age of 21, I got to hang out in Paris, sur-
rounded by the spirits of the century’s greatest 
writers, thinkers, rebels.  Nightly sessions of 
intellectual fervor followed days of wandering 
free through the vibrating streets of that gor-
geous, dazzling city.
         George consciously followed in the 
footsteps of another Whitman (no relation) 
who transformed the literary world of his 
day---and far beyond.  Generous, eclectic and 
eccentric, George shared Walt’s occasionally 
fi erce New England temperament, making him 
both fascinating and formidable.

 
My week in his bookstore changed my life.  It 
proved that the fantasy of a Bohemian coun-
ter-culture could actually be sustained,  and 
that it was at least as good as billed by those 
perennial romantics 
who are always being 
dismissed as “unre-
alistic dreamers.”  At 
Shakespeare & Com-
pany, the dream was 
real…and as good as 
it gets.  All these years 
later, Woody Allen’s 
Midnight in Paris 
delightfully captures 
(though without the 
politics) the joy of its 
spirit. 
        And it contin-
ues.  Not long ago I 
brought to Paris my 
teenaged daughter 
Julie.  With Max 
Schneider, son of the 
great green energy expert Mycle, we paid 
our respects to Notre Dame, then found the 
bookstore.
       I’d stopped by in the early 1990s and 
found the place in serious disrepair.  I wasn’t 
optimistic about this return visit.
       But to my great joy, the place literally 
shone.  George’s daughter Sylvia runs it 
with fi rmness and grace.  It is bustling with 
business, beautifully appointed, and offers a 
timeless blend of off-beat rebellion and good 
bookselling---what George has called “the 
business of life.”  It is a solid independent en-
terprise of the kind that is tragically disappear-
ing throughout the US---but in this case with 
a legendary past being carefully preserved and 
enhanced.
       With Julie and Max by my side, I told Syl-
via that I’d stayed upstairs more than 40 years 
ago, and wanted to thank her for her father’s 
life-changing hospitality.
       She suggested I thank George myself.
       Venturing up the narrow, tiled staircase 

I’d loved so long ago, we found a young 
writer from Florida encamped as I’d been 
when we marched through the wine-soaked 
streets, shouting epithets against the Viet-
nam War, then retreating to the bookstore 

to drink and smoke 
and bask together 
in the intoxicating, 
self-proclaimed bril-
liance of our youthful 
rebellion.
      George was 
napping on the third 
fl oor, but I could send 
up a note.
         So I wrote one 
profusely thanking 
him for putting me 
up, and for keeping 
the faith through all 
these decades of trial 
and chaos, tears and 
joy, disappointment 
and victory.
       Having made 

sure that Max and Julie were suffi ciently in-
spired, we were just making our way out when 
a note came back, scribbled on the backside of 

The Timeless Joy of George Whitman’s Shakespeare & Company
the one I’d sent up.
        George apologized for being indis-
posed.  But he was glad I’d enjoyed my 
stay.  And, since I’d continued to write all 
these years, I was welcome to stay again---any 
time.
       Wow!  I cannot describe the feeling that 
note gave me.  Especially as I looked at the 
wide-eyed responses of my daughter and 
our young friend.  In an instant, their lives 
changed, as mine had so long ago.
       George Whitman passed away this week, 
at age 98.  But his is a life that will truly never 
stop giving.
        So thank you, George, for enhancing the 
Dream and making it real.  Thank you, Sylvia, 
for keeping it alive. 
        And thank you, Shakespeare & Company, 
for reminding us all that there really is at our 
core a spirit of generous, joyous grace that 
makes life worth living, and that need never 
die. 
 
HARVEY WASSERMAN’S HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES was published fi ve 
years after his stay at Shakespeare & Com-
pany.  He’s been writing and living that dream 
ever since.
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If  You Can Dream It, 
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

WINTER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

        Move over Thanksgiving here comes 
Christmas! I have to say that this year I’m 
really starting to feel the holiday spirit. Do 
you remember back when we were little kids, 
how fun the holidays were? That warm fuzzy 
feeling that you get around this time. (Maybe 
it’s the eggnog, 
I don’t know). 
Anyway before I 
go much further I 
would like to extend 
a very gracious 
Merry Christmas 
to everyone in 
“eyeshot” of this 
article. May all of 
your holiday wishes 
come true and let’s 
all please take the 
time to share a little 
Christmas spirit to 
everyone a little 
less fortune than 
ourselves.
        This time of 
year usually takes 
its toll on me and this year is no exception. 
I have been putting in many extra hours at 
my shop to try to fi nish the many repairs and 
other musical projects that need to be fi nished 
before Christmas. I’m hoping Santa will send 
some of his elves down to help me out .
       Just to remind everyone again, I am still 
offering gift certifi cates till Jan 31(for all of 
you late shoppers) for $50.00 ($75.00 value) 
for any repair or service that I offer through 
Wood-n-Strings. This includes a full setup on 
guitars, mandolins, basses, etc.
         I have had the pleasure to see a couple 
of really good instruments in the past few 
weeks. One was a handmade guitar built by 
a man named TeddyWorkman (guitarsbytw.
com) he is from West Virginia and builds a 
very fi ne guitar. Teddy is a big bluegrass lover 
and his main focus is on the big D shaped 
Martin style guitars that makes bluegrass 
music sound like ‘bluegrass’ music. You 
know, that big “bottom end” when the guitar 
players are playing that bass runnin Travis 
style pickin! He uses nothing but the highest 
quality materials and his craftsmanship is im-
peccable. The volume that his guitars put out 
is very impressive. He uses a forward shifted 
X-brace pattern that I believe contributes a lot 
to this fact. I’m always impressed with other 
luthier’s fi nish on their guitars. Mr. Workman 

has a very high gloss nitrocellulose fi nish and 
the biggest sound that I may have ever heard. 
It’s always nice to see and even work on other 
handmade guitars. On this guitar I had to 
replace the bone nut because of a pesky string 
buzz. This is not a refl ection on his workman-

ship; it is just something 
that can happen to any 
guitar in time. The hard 
wire strings sometimes 
can cut a deeper grove 
into the bone nut caus-
ing the string to buzz off 
the fi rst fret in the open 
position. Sometimes this 
can be fi xed with a little 
bone dust and superglue, 
but I like to replace the 
nut for a more perma-
nent repair.
          Another repair this 
week was replacing a 
bridge and nut on a mid 

60’s 
Gibson 
B-25N 
(the N 
stands 
for 
Natural 
fi nish 
opposed 
to a 
“sun-
burst” 
fi nish) 
In the 
60’s 
Gibson 
manu-
factured 
a line of affordable guitars for the masses. It 
was a simple solid mahogany guitar, ladder 
braced with plastic binding and a 10” radius 
rosewood fi ngerboard. It was a well built gui-
tar that sold for about $85.00 brand new. The 
only thing wrong was that to save cost they in-
stalled a plastic bridge on them. This is about 
the 5th bridge like that I have had to replace 
and I’m sure it won’t be the last. That is why 
when I become famous and have a huge guitar 
factory I won’t make such a lame decisions 
like that just to save a few or make few extra 

dollars. The guitar is really not a bad instru-
ment (other than the plastic bridge held on 
from underneath with about 4 wood screws). 
What amazes me is that they still hold their 
value at about 500.00 in today’s market, prob-
ably due to the name “Gibson” more than any-
thing else. I chose to replace the bridge with 
a real nice piece of Brazilian Rosewood. I’m 
sure the customer will appreciate the new tone 
the wood bridge will add to the sound of his 
guitar. Along with a new bone nut the guitar is 
a real player now!
         It seems as though I have had a rash of 
banjos in the shop lately. I’m currently work-
ing on three of them .Two of them are restora-
tions of “tenor” banjo’s and another is a 5 
string. The tenor banjo’s have a unique history 
behind them. They were hugely popular in 
the early 1900’s up until about the Great De-
pression. Gibson, along with countless other 
manufacturers, made them by the thousands to 
accommodate the ragtime music of the roaring 
twenties. So many of them have been lost in 

the attics or 
have been 
destroyed 
by time and 
are becom-
ing sort of 
hard to fi nd 
(in good 
working 
order). The 
Quality ones 
still bring 
in a very 
good price, 
so when 
you fi nd one 
please don’t 
throw it in 
the garbage.  
There are 

still a lot of 
collector’s out there that will be glad to have 
the piece of history. 
            Well it’s time for another chapter to 
close and another one to begin. Please check 
out more articles and pictures on my website 
and don’t forget to sign up for my newslet-
ter on Liam Guitar’s Facebook page.  Happy 
Holidays!

Thanks Again!
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings/Liam Guitars

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Sat. January 14th
The Wing Warehouse

9:00 til Midnight
 

Sat. February 11th

9:30 til Midnight
 

Sat. March 10th
The Wing Warehouse

9:00 til Midnight
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Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

        Happy Holidays, dear NCV readers. 
Here we are again, the end of another one. We 
made it, thank God. As a token of gratitude to 
you all, your assigned correspondent would 
like to give a gift by way of this list of gems. 
Throughout the year I read many books, some 
of which are featured in this magazine, and 
I would like to share some others that jolted 
me, creatively, humanly. Intellectual, richly 
imaginative, detailed and fun, these treasures 
will be returned to repeatedly; they breed 
excitement. Enjoy.

-The Moviegoer by Walker Percy: Described 
as a “love letter” to the 
city of New Orleans, 
this short but packs-
a-punch novel was 
Percy’s debut and won 
the National Book 
Award in 1962. The 
story centers on Binx 
Bolling, a stockbroker 
who fi nds sanctuary in 
daydreaming, shirking 
responsibilities and 
going to the movies. 
Existential, ironic and 
romantic, Bolling’s hab-
its land him in trouble 
with his family, notably 
his cousin, Kate. Southern lit at its best.
-Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck: In an 
interview in the summer of 2010, Jonathan 
Franzen said he was in the process of “reread-
ing everything by Steinbeck.” Not a bad move 
for any writer or reader. This classic of fi ction 
follows two itinerant farmhands, the cautious 
George and the simple, impulsive Lennie, 
in Depression-saddled California, as they 
envision a future for themselves on their own 
piece of land. As they near their nirvana, the 
two are forced to confront a reality they never 
dreamed. 
-Summer of Shadows: A Murder, A Pen-
nant Race, and the Twilight of the Best 
Location in the Nation by Jonathan Knight: 
Regional historical writing at its fi nest. Knight 
parallels the two true accounts that held a city 
spellbound in 1954––the Dr. Sam Sheppard 
murder case and the American League Cham-
pion Cleveland Indians, who were swept in 
the World Series by the underdog New York 
Giants. Ingeniously intertwined, the narratives 
also refl ect on Cleveland itself, when it was a 
leading American metropolis.
-Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibi-
tion by Daniel Okrent: It’s diffi cult to imagine 

authority ever wants its subjects to and that is 
through the underground. There is no better 
recipe for success than to garner attention 
from the self-righteous with the exception of 
not asking for it, which is what Miller, unam-
biguously, has done.
          The hypocrisy in America’s reaction 
to “Tropic of Cancer” is laughable, and, in 
fact, obscene itself. Miller, describing and 
rhapsodizing, like D.H. Lawrence and others, 
the genitalia certainly is as bad as oppressing 
millions of African-Americans and basically 
ignoring an origination that started by wiping 
out countless indigenous cultures. Slavery, 
the Trail of Tears, etc. versus Miller’s writing 
about sex. Whose criteria is this country us-
ing? Many of the moral crusades in this land’s 
history have been carried out and imposed 
necessary by its most corrupt, sinister agents, 
and Miller recognizes that fully. 
        Fear of sedition is one thing, purport-
ing hypocrisy is quite another. America was 
Miller’s own Inspector Javert, all the while 
choosing to conveniently forget her own ter-
rifying behavior. 
        Miller chooses to “go with the tide” as 

opposed to fi ghting it, or 
merely treading water. The 
Hegelian dialectic (thesis, 
antithesis, synthesis) is 
an allusion which courses 
throughout “Tropic of 
Cancer.” Miller isn’t you, 
he isn’t me, he isn’t “hu-
man.” He is his own being 
and that would be all the 
difference he would ever 
need. He does the impos-
sible and the greatest, 
which is to accept life and 
believe that one’s destiny 
is all choice, not chance. 
         “Tropic of Cancer” 
is a fundamental master-

piece, I believe, and I do not liken myself to 
Miller, but I do thrive in the modus operan-
di––like Joseph Campbell said, “Follow your 
bliss”––which is, essentially, to be yourself. 
Society demands we follow its blueprint; 
Henry Miller shouts, in praise, to have no 
blueprint.
         (One caveat: “Tropic” isn’t an easy read; 
the wavy writing, the intentional circumlocu-
tion and the deeply philosophical digressions, 
many of those pages in length, can be daunt-
ing and may derail a less disciplined reader, 
particularly those who crack the book just for 
the juicy parts. But this classic awaits those 
who are willing to buckle up and meet it half 
way to whole discovery. In short, people, it’s 
a wild ride.)

“It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines 
what you will be when you can’t help it.”    � Oscar Wilde

sipping a Christmas Ale this holiday season 
and realizing that it was once considered a 
criminal act. Okrent’s sprawling work breaks 
down how the 13-year “Great Experiment,” 
deemed “noble in motive,” and “far-reaching 
in purpose,” begot rebellion, government 
interference and rampant criminality, and how 
a nation ultimately fought for its right to party 
with the Eighteenth Amendment’s eventual 
repeal.
-Tropic of Cancer by Henry Miller: One 
of the most unique writers of this time or 
any, Miller managed to do what many artists 
endeavor without ostentatious parading and 

fl amboyant look-at-me affectation. Mill-
er is what he writes and he doesn’t give 
a damn who knows it. He embarks on 
his journeys regardless of the iron-fi sted 
rule of individual opinion, particularly 
America’s, with no duplicity at all. When 
you read Miller you know you are read-
ing no one else. A born raconteur, he tells 
of his many infl uences 
and emerges with his own 
singular voice.
        “Tropic of Cancer” 
was banned in the U.S. 
for nearly 30 years before 
historic court rulings lifted 
the label that it was a sta-
ple of obscenity. The book 

chronicles Miller in Paris during 
the ‘30s as a writer “down on 
his luck,” with all the charac-
ters and escapades he comes to 
know. A fabulous blend of truth 
and fi ction, “Tropic of Cancer” 
seemed almost evil in the eyes 
of the powers that be, and they 
made certain it was deemed 
pure trash. It was hailed as a misogynistic, 
irrelevant waste that would never see the light 
of day in contemporary literature. But Miller’s 
vision was never taken for what it actually 
was: a strike against convention, an assault on 
dogmatic, hidebound mentalities that would 
never, as far as he was concerned, bind his 
spirit.
          Miller’s proclivity for living and voicing 
the “unfashionable” carries with it an innate, 
unpretentious brilliance that serves as a type 
of shield/screener; his detractors note the “vul-
gar” nature of his prose and with this Miller 
proves to be triumphant, as those who refuse 
to dig no deeper than the surface to discover 
the substance were always uninvited to begin 
with. Much to the chagrin of the United States, 
Miller achieved victory the way no so-called 

For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD “Debut De La Fin”
is now available on itunes!

To Our Fans Far And Wide,

Have A Safe And
Merry Christmas!
TCO Will Return To
The Stage
In Jan. 2012.
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       Zac Brown Band has another number 1 
song on its hands as Keep In Mind is at the top 
of the Billboard Country Songs chart for the 
week ending Dec. 24. Scott McCreery moved 
back to fi rst on the 
Country Albums 
Chart with “Clear 
As Day,” switch-
ing spots with Lady 
Antebellum’s “Own 
the Night,” which 
fell to second.
       “My Kinda 
Party” from Jason 
Aldean was third on 
the albums chart. 
“Speak Now: World 
Tour Live CD/
DVD” from Taylor 
Swift was fourth and Toby Keith’s “Clancy’s 
Tavern” was up from eight to fi ve.
       Pistols Annies were up 4 to 13 with “Hell 

Night, which slipped to third. Aldean stayed 
second with Tattoos on This Town. Rascal 
Flatts featuring Natasha Bedingfi eld jumped 
from eighth to fourth. David Nail moved from 
seven to fi ve with Let It Rain.
        Eric Church was sixth, up four, with 
Drink in My Hand. Luke Bryan also was up 
four, to seventh, with I Don’t Want This Night 
to End. You from Chris Young also was up 
four to ninth. Chesney was at 11, up 3, with 
Reality. Martina McBride was at 12 with I’m 
Gonna Love You Through It, up 3, Keith Ur-
ban was up 4 to 13 with You Gonna Fly. Brad 
Paisley’s Camoufl age went from 19 to 15. 
Keith’s Red Solo Cup was up 4 to 17, while 
Justin Moore inched up 3 to 19 with Bait a 
Hook, and George Strait 4 to 19 with Love’s 
Gonna Make It Alright.
        The rest of the top 30 had many chart 
climbers. Sara Evans was at 22, up 3, with My 
Heart Can’t Tell You No. Jake Owen was 23, 
up 3, with Alone With You. James Wesley was 
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BASKETBALL!
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Rebroadcast at 11:00pm
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University Hospitals Conneaut & Geneva Medical Centers
Los Compadres Mexican Restaurant

Dan Sposito Nationwide Insurance Agency

Dragon Construction
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at 24, up 3, with Didn’t I. McCreery moved 
up 3 to 25 with The Trouble With Girls. Faith 
Hill’s Come Home moved up 3 to 26, as did 
the 27th spot song Like My Dog by Billy 
Currington. Swift was the greatest gainer - up 
9 - with Ours. Craig Morgan closed out the top 
30, up 3, with This Ole Boy.
       The top four spots on the bluegrass chart 
remained the same. “The Goat Rodeo Ses-
sions” by Yo-Yo Ma, Stuart Duncan, Edgar 
Meyer and Chris Thile was fi rst, “Paper 
Airplane by Alison Krauss & Union Station 
second; “An Appalachian Christmas” by Mark 
O’Connor third, and “Rare Bird Alert” by 
Steve Martin and The Steep Canyon Rangers 
fourth. “Why Can’t We” by The Isaacs was 
fi fth.
       On the overall top 200, McCreery was 
13th, Lady A 15th, Aldean 26th, Swift 30th 
and Keith 34th.

On Heels.” Rascal Flatts was up 3 to 21 with 
“Nothing Like This.” “Hemingway’s Whis-
key” from Kenny Chesney was up 3 to 22. 
Blake Shelton’s “Loaded” The Best of Blake 

Shelton” moved 
from 33 to 27. 
“Icon: Josh Turner” 
jumped from 45 to 
34. Hunter Hayes’ 
self-titled debut 
was at 37, up 3. 
Thompson Square’s 
self-titled debut was 
at 38, up 11. Darius 
Rice was at 39, up 
4 with “Charleston, 
SC 1966.” Trace Ad-
kins rounded out the 
top 40 with “Proud 

to Be Here,” up 6.
       Zac Brown Band took over the song 
chart from Lady Antebellum’s We Owned the 

ZAC BROWN BAND SCORES ANOTHER CHART TOPPER
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

Sat. Dec. 31

    

Sat. Jan. 14

New Year’s Eve
Warner Brothers  PG13  118 min
      I didn’t see VALENTINE’S DAY, a pretty 
well received romantic comedy from the same 
team as this one and to be honest had there 
been anything else current I’d have probably 
skipped this one too.
Garry Marshall (Penny’s older brother) is 
something of an icon in the business and 
knows a lot of people, most of which wound 
up in this fi lm. I’m not even going to mention 
them all but I’ll make a general point.
No two hour script can do justice to all the 
characters in such a large ensemble especially 
with writing as weak as this. None of the ac-
tors have time to bring whatever talents they 
possess to the screen in so many short and in-
terlocking scenes. That killed Stallone’s THE 
EXPENDABLES and has taken its toll here.
It’s basically a conglomerate of vignettes 
all centered around the ball drop in the big 
apple on New Year’s Eve. People are trying 
to rekindle lost love or fi nd new passion or 
repair strained relationships or break out of a 
rut or die with dignity or even have a baby at 
the stroke of midnight. Honestly any of these 
could have been more interesting with a little 
more time. Unfortunately this script seems 
as if it was written in a hurry and by a high 
school lit class.
Fortunately the clichés and shopworn plot 
twists all seem to come together at the end and 
salvage the movie.
Oh, it’s still not very good but as it rolled on 
the grade (IMO) and trudged up the ladder 
from a D- to a solid 

C 

The Sitter
20th Century Fox  R  81 min
      Jonah Hill. Dude what are you thinking?
You just got a plum from the big boys for the 
role in MONEYBALL and you follow up with 
this???
OK maybe this one was in the can fi rst, I 
can accept that, but look unless you want to 
replace Stuart Pankin on those shoe insole 
infomercials it’d be a good idea to steer clear 
of this kind of crap. Sure a job’s a job and I 
can’t imagine turning down any starring role 
but this one is truly awful friends.
There were only two new fl icks out before 
deadline and THE SITTER is one. Even I 
didn’t suspect just how miserable it would be. 
You’ve seen the trailers right? It’s supposed to 

look like a slightly 
raunchy ADVEN-
TURES IN BABY-
SITTING but with 
no Elisabeth Shue. 
Well yes it’s about 
babysitting and there 
is an adventure 
and it sure as 
hell is raunchy. 
Actually raunchy 
might be too kind; 
let’s use vulgar. In the 
fi rst two minutes I said to 
myself this is on track to be 
one of the year’s worst. I 
can’t remember the exact 
quote but it was almost if 
not exactly “Fat guys eat 
the best pussy.” Now as 
a fat guy I almost fi led 
a discrimination suit 
against the theater but I 
guessed Eric Holder is 
busy with the campaign 
so…
Anyway believe 
it or not, it’s 
downhill from 
there. Don’t 
worry it’s not just 
us rotund Ameri-
cans but Negros 
women, gays, 
body builders, 
coke dealers, and a 
host of others who 
might be pissed off 
by the stereotyp-
ing. But that’s not 
what makes THE 
SITTER such a big 
piece of garbage it’s 
the complete dearth 
of humor.
Hill is “Noah” (probably offensive to the ark 
building community) a lazy loser who lives 
with his divorced mother and is madly in love 
with a fl oozie who takes him for the sucker 
he is.
When his mom actually gets a chance for a 
date Noah reluctantly volunteers to babysit 
three screwy kids. A teen boy struggling to 
come out of the closet, a preteen girl who 
wants to be the next Parris Hilton, and a 
stunningly unpleasant Hispanic  juvenile 

delinquent. On a mission to 
score some coke for his slutty paramour he 
and the kids get mixed up with an apparently 
homosexual drug kingpin and his entourage of 
musclemen. I didn’t like any of the characters 
and actively hated a few.
There wasn’t even one gross out chuckle. This 
one really sucks.

F+
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Sherlock Holmes - 
A Game of Shadows 
Warner Brothers   PG13  129 min
      OK I admit I’m a bit of a traditionalist.
Some hard rules:
Lex Luthor cannot wear a wig.
Batman can’t fl y.
Neither Mr. Phelps nor Pat Chambers would 
sell out their friends.
Sherlock Holmes is most certainly an eccen-
tric genius but he is not Jackie Chan, Steven 
Seagal or Chuck Norris.
The last one is my biggest gripe concern-
ing both of the Holmes fi lms starring Robert 
Downey Jr. and Jude Law. Look I understand 
that there are a lot of young moviegoers who 
may not be fans or even aware of the Arthur 
Conan Doyle books. Those that are should 
be aware that once more great liberties have 
been taken with the tradition.  Personally I 
don’t mind a little riffi ng on the character as 
in THE SEVEN PERCENT SOLUTION and I 
don’t particularly mind the current portrayal of 
Holmes and Watson as kind of a 19th century 
Oscar and Felix but this story, while incorpo-
rating some of the lynchpins of the original 
is far too action thriller oriented for my taste. 
While the boys from Baker Street were cer-
tainly no weaklings the scuffl ing is rare.  Here 
there’s a noisy brawl or gunfi ght every few 
minutes. Worse yet there are only a few half 

assed attempts to show the observatory powers 
of the famed sleuth.
Fans of the books may have wondered if Hol-
mes’ obsession with his nemesis Dr. Moriarty 
might have been paranoia but not here. He’s 
embroiled in some sinister plot to stir up a 
world war and reap the profi ts of the military 
industrial complex. No guesswork involved.
It’s not a very interesting case and recap of 
vague clues at the end is underwhelming. 
Even the potential cliffhanger (actually found 
in the Doyle writing) is wasted. It’s noisy 
and frenetic and probably won’t appeal to the 
afi cionado but it might be fun for the rest.

C
WSS
Email westsidesteve@aol.com
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~Continued from Page 14

COSIMO MATASSA
          New Orleans R&B historian Jeff 
Hannusch has written that “Virtually every 
R&B record made in New Orleans between 
the late 40s and early 70s was engineered by 
Cosimo Matassa, and recorded in one of his 
four studios.” As the owner of J&M Recording 
Studios in the city’s French Quarter, Matassa 
recorded the music that helped give birth to 
rock and roll. Fats Domino, Dave Bar-
tholomew, Little Richard, Lloyd Price, Smiley 
Lewis, Professor Longhair, Roy Brown and 
countless others created magic at J&M. 
Matassa opened the J&M Record Shop in 
1945, and installed recording equipment in the 
back of the store. There were no recording 
studios in the city at the time, and J&M 
became a gathering place for musicians. 
Matassa sought to capture rather than shape 
the city’s thriving R&B scene: “I always tried 
to capture the dynamics of a live performance. 
These guys were doing these songs on their 
gigs and that was the sound that I was trying 
to get. We didn’t have any gimmicks—no 
overdubbing, no reverb—nothing. Those guys 
played with a lot of excitement; and I felt if I 
couldn’t put it in the groove, people weren’t 
going to move.”  Record labels like DeLuxe, 
Atlantic, Chess, Imperial, King and Specialty 
lined up to record at J&M.  

TOM DOWD
           Tom Dowd (1925-2002) was a scientist 
who deeply loved soulful, funky music.  His 
attention to sonic detail, embrace of new 
technology, and love of music gained him 
the trust of rock and roll’s biggest stars who 
asked him to record their greatest albums.  
After completing high school he worked at 
Columbia University in the Physics Depart-
ment where he conducted research on nuclear 
power and became a technician in the now 
infamous Manhattan Project.  His dreams of 
becoming a nuclear physicist research special-
ist were sidetracked when he began using his 
engineering knowledge to work as a freelancer 
for various New York record labels.  In 1954 
he was brought in as a staff engineer and 
producer at Atlantic Records.  “Tom’s con-
tributions to the development and evolution 
of Atlantic Records was inestimable,” said 
Jerry Wexler, “you couldn’t quantify it, it was 
just enormous.”  Dowd was responsible for 
embracing a number of technological innova-
tions at Atlantic including the use of stereo 
and eight-track recording machines.  He tried 
to fi nd ways to capture the spirit and visceral 
energy of musical performance and reproduce 
it on record.  At Atlantic he recorded, and 
occasionally produced, artists such as Big 
Joe Turner, Ruth Brown, LaVern Baker, Ray 
Charles, John Coltrane, Ornette Coleman, 
Aretha Franklin, Solomon Burke, Wilson 
Pickett, and Otis Redding – to name just a few.  
Dowd never allowed himself to be boxed into 

a single musical sound.  His ears were always 
open, and in later years he helped to create 
the signature sound of the Allman Brothers, 
Cream, Dusty Springfi eld, Rod Stewart, Bette 
Midler, Chicago, and the James Gang.

GLYN JOHNS
        Engineer and producer Glyn Johns was 
born in Epsom, England, on February 15, 
1942. He began his career as a performer, 
fronting the band the Presidents during the 
early 1960s. He became an apprentice to the 
producer Shel Talmy, who worked with the 
Who and the Kinks.  By 1965, Johns was en-
gineering Rolling Stones’ recording sessions, 
including 1967’s Their Satanic Majesties Re-
quest and 1968’s Beggars Banquet.  In addi-
tion to his work with the Stones, he engineered 
albums for Traffi c, Procol Harum, Spooky 
Tooth, and more 1968 alone. Also in 1968, he 
found the time to engineer and produce the 
Steve Miller Band’s album Sailor. By 1971, 
Johns had hit his stride as a producer, with 
Who’s Next by the Who, the Rolling Stones’ 
Sticky Fingers and the Faces’ A Nod Is as 
Good as a Wink to a Blind Horse to his credit. 
He produced the Eagles’ fi rst three albums 
and is arguably responsible for creating that 
group’s distinct Southern California sound. 
Johns’ production and engineering throughout 
the Seventies included work with the Band, 
Joe Cocker, Rod Stewart, Eric Clapton and 
many others. In the Eighties, Johns worked as 
engineer or producer for the Who, the Clash 

and Jimmy Page.  Johns’ most recent work 
is as mixer, engineer and producer of Ryan 
Adams’ 2011 album, Ashes and Fire.

         Tickets have sold out to the 27th Annual 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction Cer-
emony on Saturday, April 14, 2012 at Public 
Hall in downtown Cleveland, Ohio. Both 
ticket allotments for the member presale on 
December 16 and the public on-sale on De-
cember 17 have been exhausted. Tickets and 
scheduling for other Induction 2012 Events in 
Cleveland will be announced soon.
         Fans that were not able to purchase tick-
ets to the Induction Ceremony may still have 
other opportunities to see the show or partici-
pate in other Induction Celebration events. Ten 
days of events will lead up to the ceremony 
including a free Concert for Cleveland (artists 
TBA), a free Rock My Soul gospel tribute, the 
grand opening of the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame’s Library and Archives, the opening of 
a new featured exhibit and much more. There 
will be many opportunities to be involved in 
the excitement of Induction 2012.

MORE: For additional chances to see the 
2012 Induction Ceremony live, fans can 
become Members, sign up for the Rock Hall’s 
e-newsletter on rockhall.com, “Like” the Mu-
seum’s Facebook page and follow @rock_hall 
on Twitter. More announcements will be made 
in the coming weeks!



December 21, 2011 - January 11, 2012 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 29

Debonne Vineyards
Madison

Happy Holidays
and a

prosperous
New Year
to all our

Loyal Fans!

Whooz Playin’

FREE Holiday Help for Homeowners in 
Danger of Foreclosure

As many Ohioans prepare for a festive 
holiday with family and friends, others are 
worried if this may be the last holiday they 
spend in their homes. 

        Monique Thompson, a single mother 
of two children, lost her job in June 2010. 
Unemployment benefi ts are only a fraction of 
her old salary. Determined to keep her home 
while she looked for work, Monique im-
mediately contacted her lender for help before 
getting behind on her mortgage. But she got 
nowhere.
       She fi nally applied for the Restoring 
Stability program in April and was able to get 
help.   Now she can enjoy the holiday season 
with her children in their own home.  “I do 
appreciate all the help that I have received 
from RS,” Monique says, “they have truly 
made it possible for me to keep my home and 
for that I am so grateful.” 
        As many Ohioans prepare for a festive 
holiday with family and friends, others are 
worried if this may be the last holiday they 
spend in their homes.  While unemployment 
and underemployment make it diffi cult for 
homeowners to make ends meet foreclosures 
remain at crisis levels across Ohio.
But there is FREE help available!
       Last year Ohio received $570 million 
dollars for a program called Restoring Stabil-
ity.  The Ohio Restoring Stability program 
can give unemployed and underemployed 
homeowners up to $15,000 to help pay their 
mortgage.
       ESOP is a non-profi t, HUD-approved 
foreclosure prevention counseling agency.  
We are helping local homeowners learn 

more about the Restoring Stability program 
and other options to save their homes from 
foreclosure. 
        Foreclosure prevention advocates are 
available for media interviews to explain this 
program and others that can help families save 
their homes.  We can also connect you with 
local homeowners who have received help.
 
For more information please contact De-
onna Kirkpatrick at 216-361-0718.
  
ESOP is a non-profi t, HUD-approved foreclo-
sure prevention counseling agency. There are 
10 offi ces across Ohio to help urban, suburban 
and rural homeowners. They have been on the 
frontlines of the predatory lending and fore-
closure epidemic since 1999.  In 2010 ESOP 
helped save more than 3,200 homes from 
foreclosure; more than 16,500 since 2005.
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~ Rick Ray

        I learned something new from Jimmy 
The Geek who told me that a guy, we’ll call 
Carlos, explained that the Spanish way to say 
Jesus is “Hay-SOOS” and it was derived from 
the days when the Greeks called out to the 
god Zeus.  They’d say “Hey Zeus” when they 
wanted Gods attention!
        Now that is purely original, wish I’d 
thought of that one, Hee-Hee-Hee!
        For those of you who are offended by the 
above statement, all I got to say is; how dare 
you be offended by my offensive offensive-
ness!  It is not my fault if you are offended by 
my offensiveness, in fact I am offended that 
you are offended and you should be ashamed 
of your offensive self!
       Alrighty then… if you recall I ended my 
last article with “if you take any stock in the 
Mayan calendar crap then this will be your 
last holiday season before the earth blows 
up…” this got me to thinkin!
        Thoughts of doom and gloom sparked 
my curiosity and caused an electrical storm in 
my deep… cavernous… mind!  And if I had 
any hair it would have been standing on end 
from all the static electricity that was being 
generated!
        So get this… if interpretations of the 
Mayan calendar are correct, the earth will 
be all blowed up next December 21rst thus 
totally ruining Christmas!

“Oh my HeyZeus!  What should I do?”

        Like 173 Super Balls bouncing around in 
a dryer my thoughts of really partying 
it up this holiday season, since it 
will be the last, started to gain 
some momentum!  
After all it will be 
really hard to 
celebrate once 
we’re all just 
particles of cosmic 
dust fl oating out 
in space so I think 
we should PARTY 
NOW!

Time to investigate…

       The Mayan calendar marks the end of 
a 5,126-year cycle around 12-21-2012.  In 
the Mayan calendar, the long calendar count 
begins in 3,114 BC and is divided into roughly
394-year periods called Baktuns. Mayans held 
the number 13 sacred and the 13th Baktun 
ends next year.
        Okay… but that’s not a good enough 
excuse to let loose this holiday season… yet!
       Hmm… every other doomsday predic-
tion has obviously come and gone without 
the earth blowing up, and a just as happened 
then a whole slew of carpetbaggers are already
cashing in with 2012 survival kits, “Doomsday
2012” T-shirts and a “Complete Idiots Guide 
to 2012”, I need one of those!
        Catastrophic predictions include a polar 
shift, the impact of a great meteor or aster-
oid, earthquakes, the reduction of the earth’s 
magnetic fi eld, the extinction of many species, 
or global annihilation brought on by man’s re-
lentless greed triggering war and destruction!
       Of course none of these predictions are 
based on archeology, anthropology, or even as-
tronomy and as it turns out the Mayans never 
said anything about the end of the world or 
anything about a great change in the universe 
on that date, there is no prophecy for 2012; it’s
just a deceptive marketing ploy.

Who cares let’s PARTY NOW ANYWAYS!

~ Snarp
www.foggyblogg.com

Mayan Party Time!
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www.biscottisrestaurant.com 
Located one block from Lake Erie in the beautiful Port Conneaut in an historic building with three separate cozy rooms 

From I-90: Exit 241, N. on Rt. 7 to Park Ave.

186 Park Ave. ] Conneaut ] 440.593.6766

Gift Certificates are available in any denomination and are always the perfect fit! 

Open New Year’s Eve
unitl 10:00pm

Italian-themed
music & décor set the

tone for a journey
back to Italy

Our team of highly trained
professionals obtains the freshest,

top quality ingredients and carefully
prepares your selections to order.
Friendly, experienced service. 

®

Mastercard
®VISA

®
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Wed., Dec. 21-Tom Todd 

Fri., Dec. 23-Whooz Playin 
 

Wed., Dec. 28-Uncharted 
Course 

Fri., Dec. 30-Hatrick 
 

Saturday, Jan. 7th  
Dennis Ford (3-6 p.m.) 

 
Saturday, Jan. 14th 

Whooz Playin (3-6 p.m.) 
 
 

Music plays on Wednesday &  
Friday 7-11 p.m.;  

Saturday  3:30-7:30 p.m.;  

 

 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY. 
 

Friday, Dec.-23rd Castaways  
Friday, Dec. 30th-Trilogy  

Saturday, Dec. 31st-Four Kings & a 
Queen 

 

Friday, Jan. 6th-Hatrick  
Saturday, Jan. 7th-All For One 

 

Friday, Jan. 13th-Castaways 
 Sat., Jan. 14th-Andy’s Last Band 

Sunday, Jan. 15th-Stan Miller ( Jazz) 
 
 
 

Music plays Friday & Saturday  
from 7:30-10:30 p.m.  

&  some Sundays from 4-7. 
 

 


