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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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T H36 C L E V E L A ND
F E S T I VA L

T O W E R  C I T Y  C I N E M A S  /  C L E V E L A N D F I L M . O R G

I N T E RN AT I O N A L

F I LM M A R C H  2 2 – A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 1 2

BE CARRIED AWAY.  
The 36th CIFF’s website is now live.  Visit 
www.clevelandfi lm.org for information on the 
more than 300 fi lms representing more than 60 
countries that will be showcased at this year’s 
CIFF, March 22 – April 1, 2012 at Tower City 
Cinemas.  Be sure to check back for program 
updates between now and April 1st.  You can 
also download the free iPhone and Droid apps 
for all the latest 36th CIFF info.

        The CIFF will launch on Thursday, 
March 22, 2012 with the Opening Night 
Film “Nesting” and the accompanying Gala.  
Following Opening Night, 400 screenings of 
fi lms will be exhibited in ten theaters at Tower 
City Cinemas (and at a handful of satellite 
locations) from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight 
(and even later on weekends) for the following 
ten days.  The Film Festival experience will be 
enriched by the presence of over 150 fi lmmak-
ers and other special guests. 

       Since 2003 the CIFF has experienced 
tremendous growth.  Between 2003 and 2011 
the attendance increased by 122%, the fi lm 
submissions increased by 101%, and the mem-
berships increased by 166%. 

        Tickets go on sale to members only on 

Friday, March 2nd and to the general public on 
Friday, March 9th.  Not a member?  Become 
one at www.clevelandfi lm.org or by calling 
216.623.3456 x10.  Ticket prices for most 
fi lms are $10 per fi lm for CIFF members 
and $12 for non-members.  Tickets will be 
available online at www.clevelandfi lm.org, by 
telephone (1.877.304.FILM), at the Ulmer & 
Berne Film Festival Box Offi ce in the lobby 
of Tower City Cinemas, or by mail using the 
Program Guide order form.  

          Program Guides will be available 
throughout the region, including all Dollar 
Bank locations, the week of March 5th. 

About Cleveland International Film 
Festival

        Founded in 1977, the Cleveland Film 
Society has presented the Cleveland Interna-
tional Film Festival every spring for over three 
decades. Ohio’s premier fi lm event features 
fi lms originating from more than 60 countries. 
Visiting fi lmmakers, panel discussions, and 
student screenings are all CIFF highlights.
         The Cleveland International Film Fes-
tival is a leader in helping the world discover 
the power of the fi lm arts to educate, entertain, 
and celebrate the human experience.
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Acoustic Thurs Nights
at Old Mill Winery  

Ferrante Winery  

Dear's Leap Winery

5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and

cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.
Most items available for take-out, too!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well drinks EVERY DAY!

www.HighTideTavern.com

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-12:30AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES!

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

SAT. MARCH 17
Saint Patty's Day Party

SAT. MAR. 24
RED SOLO
CUP PARTY

CORN BEEF & CABBAGE,
REUBENS, GREEN BEER

BEER PONG,
STACK CUP,
CUP TOWER

& OTHER GAMES
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BEST FISH FRY IN LAKE COUNTY

VFW Post 1500

440-951-9233

Large Menu featuring Many Different Types
of Fish as well as Shrimp & Scallops!

FULL
BAR!

EVERY FRIDAY
DURING LENT

5-8PM

Departed Diva
By Chad Felton

“The tragedy of life is not death, 
but what we let die inside of us 
while we live.”
-Norman Cousins

        The end of the story rings not unlike 
numerous others: insanely talented artist’s 
untimely death due to their own deleteri-
ous design, this time, a beautiful and sexy 
chanteuse whose international prominence, 
musical dominance and phenomenal success 
spanned nearly two decades, setting big 
records and winning gangloads of various 
awards, whose pop and R&B appeal 
made her a household name; whose 
tunes inspired millions of fans (and wannabes 
in karaoke bars); whose presence in movies 
yielded seemingly instant box offi ce boom; 
whose powerhouse vocal virtuosity turned 
a national anthem into a top-selling single; 
whose mere star power alone had people a 
generation after her apex singing her jams 
and watching the “The Bodyguard” and 
“Waiting to Exhale.”
        Now the dubious cessation many feared 
(and many estimated), has transpired. It’s 
never an easy thing discussing an icon’s 
ignominy. While human foibles can be 
forgiven, it’s hard to ignore them altogether, 
particularly those of a destructive and fa-
talistic nature. Fans, friends and loved ones 
sometimes lightly acknowledge peccadilloes 
of the popular and put a high-beam focus on 
accomplishment, inspiration imparted and 
fame, in essence lionizing the individual. 
There is, of course, nothing wrong with this. 
It truly does feel involuntary to honor a fallen 
favorite, to celebrate their life and character-
ize their faults as fl otsam and jetsam, just 
part of being human—the whole, “Nobody’s 
Perfect” platitude: “A person’s good deeds/
achievements far outweigh….”
       And it’s true, naturally. Flip side? It’s 
challenging to reconcile the confl icted feel-
ings nearly everyone had about her, to not ad-
mit to the elephant in the room. No one had 
their head buried in the sand when it came 
to her walking wounded, the terse denial in 
her infamous interview to Diane Sawyer (the 
“Crack is whack…” statement immediately 
turned her into comedians’ fodder, as the 
vilipending was endless), her career in a state 
of perpetual abeyance, the desperation to hit 

the PLAY button again after being stuck on 
PAUSE for a decade.
        Then there’s the truth that need not be 
mislabeled defamation —she was an addict. 
For years. Infl uence is one thing, but outright 
blame of another person, her ex-husband in 
this case, is quite another. A lot of people were 
sincerely shocked that she even partook, i.e., 
used, but why? Where does urging cease and 
personal responsibility begin? Also, she may 
not have thrashed around on a stage clutching 
a guitar, spitting, swearing, fl ipping the bird, 
exhibiting all other de rigueur of the genre, but 
she was, unequivocally, a rock star.
       Drugs, booze, the partying lifestyle…
insolvent people, working class people, ev-
eryday Joes, damn near all of John Q. Public 
does that, perhaps not all to the brazen degree 
of some famous musicians, but that shit is 
omnipresent. Head down to W. 6th on a week-
end. Go to the muni lot on one of 8 particular 
Sundays during football season. Naturally, not 
all said partiers are dopeheads and alkies, but 
to some people, every day is an occasion.
       You think for a nanosecond that a mul-
timillionaire singer isn’t going to indulge? 
What did she say to Sawyer in that instantly 
disreputable and hopelessly woebegone in-
terview? “Crack is cheap,” taking a defensive 
and defi nitive stand, as if the product in its 
traditional form is something to be lauded 
qualitatively with fi st-pumping pride strictly 
because her fi nances weren’t yet diminished. 
Just because she was relatively young, genteel 
and cosmopolitan didn’t preclude in her the 
“Who knows what lurks…” that lives in all of 
us. And forget dark and dank alleyways and 

~ Continued on Page 10
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tue & Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Thurs, Feb. 23: Tom Todd
Fri, Feb. 24: Castaways
Sat, Feb. 25: Gotta Play
Sun, Feb. 26: Open mic
                       with GPS
Thurs, Mar. 1: Evergreen
Fri, Mar. 2 : Area 51
Sat, Mar. 3: Stone River Band
Sun, Mar. 4: Open mic
              with Jimmy Ales
Fri, Mar. 9: The Relay
Sat, Mar. 10: Free Howie
                     (returns home!)

With purchase
of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

ENJOY PASTA WHILE LISTENING TO OPEN MIC!

Hosted by Susie Hagan

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Mon-Closed

Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Join us for

ALL BEERS $1.99
Tues: Kids Eat Free!
(1 free childrens meal with one adult meal purchased)
Wed: Mussels $6.99
Thurs: Wineburgers $6.99

Celebrating

ALL DAY LONG
Grilled Ruebens & Green Jello Shots!
Music in the afternoon with 
party with the  at nite!

By Donniella Winchell

Vineyard and Cellar Activities During 
this Winter Season 

Buccia
 Vineyard

440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

  

Come in and try some of our fantastic snacks
and appetizers from our new menu!

440-259-5077

Join us for Live Entertainment

               

St. Patrick’s Day Party!

Winter Hours:

Weekend Specials

with Free Howie
The Grille will be serving Corned
Beef and Cabbage as well as
Corned Beef Sandwiches
        Call ahead to reserve a table.

 Stone River Band

                  Musically Grand Band

                         Free Howie 

        This a relatively quiet time in wine 
country.  Tasting rooms, especially during the 
week, have less traffi c, cellar activity is less 
frenetic and in vineyards, bare black vines sit 
quietly amid fl uffy snow drifts (at least that is 
the case in most winters).  However, this rela-
tive tranquility does not mean that important 
activities are not taking place. 
        As the winds of winter blow across Lake 
Erie, solitary pruners trudge through the long 
rows removing miles of canes remaining from 
the 2011 season to make the vines ready for 
new spring growth. Pruning is an arduous, 
sometimes miserable, job – but since wines 
are truly ‘born in the vineyard,’ the quality 
foundation of the 2012 vintage begins with 
each snip the trimmer makes between now and 
the time saps starts to fl ow in April.
        Beyond that frosty and tedious hand-
work, other fascinating things periodically 
pop up during this season. Most travelers 
through wine country see the large white 
turbines and think they are used for spring 
frost control. That is true, but along the south 
shores of Lake Erie, they sometimes serve a 
second purpose.  On calm nights, if and when 
temperatures drop to the single digits, grow-
ers turn to those huge wind machines to mix 
striated layers of air coming off the lake.  This 
mixing of various temperatures can raise the 

situation on vineyard fl oor several degrees 
Fahrenheit thus allow tender vinifera varieties, 
that a decade ago were thought to be beyond 
our reach, to fl ourish.  
       In the cellar, winemakers are carefully 
watching the progress of their wines. Fer-
mentation is generally complete. Now is the 
time to rack over partially clarifi ed, settled 
juice into secondary containers.  The receiv-
ing tanks are topped off with inert gas (often 
nitrogen) to prevent air contact and any 
subsequent spoilage.  The remaining sediment 
(lees) is fi ltered to rescue any liquid residue 
and then discarded as fertilizer on adjoining 
fi elds.  Empty stainless tanks are scrubbed 
(if you’ve taken a cellar tour recently, those 
small portholes on the sides of those tanks do 
open for an agile winemaker to climb inside!!) 
and barrels are meticulously sanitized with 
high pressure hoses and some good old elbow 
grease. Barrels are set aside after a stick of 
sulfur is burned inside, fi lled with water then 
bunged up to prevent against unwelcome 
bacteria strains.  While stainless tanks may 
later hold a variety of juice types and colors, 
the oak barrels are generally designated as 
‘chardonnay,’ or ‘cabernet’ or  at least, ‘white’ 
or ‘red’ for their useful life. They thus are 
marked and catalogued for future use. 
        Every day, throughout the entire time, 
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Sangria Granita 
The wine’s fl avor comes through intensely in 
this granita, so serve smaller portions.
Serves six to eight. Yields about 2 cups 
scraped granita.
 
3/4 cup full-bodied red wine, such as Merlot 
or Cabernet  
1/4 cup plus 2 Tbs. granulated sugar 
1/4 cup fresh orange juice 
2 Tbs. fresh lemon juice 
 
Combine the red wine, 1/2 cup water, and 
sugar in a medium saucepan. Bring to a 
boil over medium heat. Boil for 1 minute. 
Remove the pan from the heat and stir in 
the orange and lemon juice. Let cool.

Pour the wine mixture into a 9-inch-
square shallow baking pan. This pan size 
works best  because it provides a large 
surface area, a key point in speeding up 
the freezing process. To further hasten 
freezing, use a metal pan (metal conducts 
cold well).

Put the pan in the freezer and stir every 30 
min., being sure to scrape the ice crystals 
off the sides and into the  middle of the 
pan, until the mixture is too frozen to stir, 

the winemaker walks among rows of tanks 
and barrels to check for leakage, unprotected 
‘headspace’ and other anomalies.  
       During the winter, some wines are put 
through a secondary fermentation called malo-
lactic fermentation.  In this case, the harsher 
malic (apple) acid is converted via special 
yeast strains to softer lactic (milk) acid. The 
result is a complex and interesting wine that is 
more refi ned and pleasant on the palate.  Char-
donnay is one wine that benefi ts tremendously 
from ‘ML.’  
        As the season progresses the wines are 
super chilled, either by opening doors and 
dropping cellar air temperature from outside 
or via jacketed stainless tanks which are 
refrigerated, to precipitate out the tartaric acid 
(another of the natural acids found in grapes).  
Reds especially are ‘softened’ through this 
process.  
        At each step along the way, crucial 
decisions will affect the ultimate vision for a 
fi nished wine.  A vineyard manager deter-
mines the quality of fruit that enters the cellar 
(mostly science) a winemaker’s decisions 
(largely art) are then critical in terms of what 
wine will fi nally be offered to a wine lover. 
       It a fascinating and ever amazing journey.  

For more information:  
dwinchell@OhioWines.org

www.deersleapwine.com

EntertainmentTasting Room

Sat. Feb. 25th: Uncharted Course
Sat. Mar. 3rd: Next Best Thing 

Celebration with

Take Two Band

about 3 hours, depending on the individual 
recipe and on how cold your freezer is (some 
granitas can freeze in as  little as 1 hour). Use 
a large dinner fork to stir and scrape; the tines 
are perfect for breaking up ice crystals.

Cover the pan with plastic and freeze over-
night. When ready to serve the granita, place 
a fork at the top of the dish and pull it toward 
you in rows, moving from left to right  and 
rotating the pan as well. Scape up the shaved 
ice and fi ll your chilled glasses or bowls.
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By Cat Lilly

Blue Lunch Among Finalists 
in Memphis Blues Challenge

          Fans of Blue Lunch should be proud of 
the boys – the band’s self-produced CD Saxo-
phone Shootout II made 
it to the top fi ve fi nalist 
category (out of 74 en-
tries world-wide) in the 
International Blues Chal-
lenge held the fi rst week 
of February in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Recorded live 
at Nighttown, Cleve-
land’s premier jazz club, 
the music is right out of 
the Big Band Era with a 
nod to Glenn Miller and 
Count Basie. Saxophone 
players featured on the 
CD were Tony Koussa, 
Jr., Keith McKelley, 
and Chris Burge. Pretty 
impressive!
          Blue Lunch has 
three shows coming up with Bullseye record-

ing artist Michelle Wilson, who hails from 
Boston and won the very fi rst International 
Blues Challenge in 1993. On Wednesday, 
February 22, they will be in Medina at the 

Main Street Café. On 
Friday, February 24, they 
head to Erie, Pa. for a 
show at Rocco’s Tav-
ern. Then, on Saturday, 
February 25, they will hit 
the stage at Nighttown 
in Cleveland. Michelle 
and Blue Lunch make the 
perfect match – she sings 
blues and R&B in the old 
style, and that is the way 
they play it.              
          Congrats to all the 
musicians who repre-
sented Cleveland proudly 
in the Memphis Chal-
lenge – Austin “Walkin’ 
Cane” Charanghaut (solo 
category) and Ron Yarosz 

and the Vehicle (band 
category). We hope they had a great time jam-
min’ down on Beale Street and eatin’ all that 
good barbecue!

Grammy Awards
          The 54th annual Grammy 
Awards show was held in Los 
Angeles, broadcast by CBS televi-
sion here in the United States, and 
awards were given out to a slew of 
artists but, due to the elimination of 
over thirty categories last year, only 
one blues recording was honored 
with an award. Awards for blues mu-
sic were cut in half, from two to one. 
Latin music was reduced from seven 
categories to four, with Latin jazz 
eliminated altogether, and Cajun, 
Hawaiian, and Native American mu-

sic were combined into one “regional roots” 
award, among other injustices.
          More interesting, perhaps, were the 
protests surrounding this year’s Grammy 
awards celebration, a group of around seventy 
Latin jazz musicians and their supporters 
marching outside the Staples Center during the
Grammy pre-telecast. “We’re creating public 
awareness more than anything else,” said 
Bobby Matos, a longtime Latin jazz musician, 
told Billboard magazine. “We’re not here to 
stop here anybody from entering the Gram-
mys. We’re just hoping that NARAS realizes 
that they made a mistake. In a perfect world 
they would reverse their decision today, do it 
on the air and announce a (special) concert for 
those categories.” This same group delivered 
a petition with some 23,000 signatures to the 
headquarters of National Academy of Record-
ing Arts and Sciences last Friday asking for 
the missing categories to be reinstated.
          The Academy has a long and disturbing 
history of ignoring talented artists, and musi-
cians as infl uential as Jimi Hendrix and Bob 
Marley have been snubbed by the organization 
in the past. This year’s sole blues music win-
ner was the Tedeschi Trucks Band’s Revela-
tor  for “Best Blues Album”, although in the 
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untelevised portion of the show, an award 
for “Best Album Notes” went out to Hear 
Me Howling!: Blues, Ballads & Beyond As 
Recorded by the San Francisco Bay.

Other untelevised jazz and roots music 
awards: 
Improvised Jazz Solo: “500 Miles High,” 
Chick Corea
Jazz Vocal Album: The Mosaic Project, Terri 
Lyne Carrington and Various Artists
Large Jazz Ensemble Album: The Good Feel-
ing, Christian McBride Big Band
Jazz Instrumental Album :  Forever, Corea, 
Clarke and White
Americana Album: Ramble At the Ryman, Le-
von Helm
Bluegrass Album: Paper Airplane, Alison 
Krauss and Union Station
Regional Roots Music Album: Rebirth of New 
Orleans, Rebirth Brass Band

Upcoming Blues Shows at 
The Winchester Music Hall

12112 Madison Ave.
Lakewood / Cleveland, Ohio

(216) 226-5681
Saturday, February 25th, 2012  9:00PM
Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials -  
Tickets are $15.00. Showtime is 9pm. 

“They blow down the walls. Dim the lights, 
turn up the stereo, and let the house party 
begin.”- Guitar Player Magazine.

“The world’s #1 houserocking blues band.”- 
The Boston Globe.

          From smoking, authentic electric slide 
guitar boogies to raw-boned Chicago shuffl es 
to the deepest slow blues, guitarist / vocalist / 
songwriter Lil’ Ed Williams is an awe-inspir-
ing master bluesman. He and his blistering, 
road-tested band, The Blues Imperials - gui-
tarist Mike Garrett, bassist James “Pookie” 
Young, drummer Kelly Littleton - are celebrat-
ing twenty amazing years together.
        Lil’ Ed boasts a direct bloodline to blues 
history - his uncle and musical mentor was 
the great Chicago slide guitarist, songwriter 
and recording artist J.B. Hutto. Adding to 
the legend is Ed’s storybook rise, taking him 
from working in a car wash to entertaining 
thousands of fans all over the world.
        In 2006 he made multiple appearances 
on Late Night with Conan O’Brien (including 
a hilarious fi lm with Lil’ Ed teaching Conan 
how to play the blues) culminating with Lil’ 
Ed on stage jamming with O’Brien in front 
of a television audience in the millions. The 
Washington Post describes Williams’ music 
as “contagious wildness.” The Philadelphia 
Inquirer expresses it as “raucous and hugely 
entertaining.”

March Shows
Sat. 3/10: Savoy Brown: CD Release Concert 
- British blues / rock w/ Kim Simmonds on 
guitar.

Fri. 3/16: Damon Fowler, 
Victor Wainwright, JP 
Soars - Outstanding blues 
super group.
Fri. 3/23: Jimmy Thackery 
& The Drivers - Blues gui-
tarist & co-founder of The 
Nighthawks.
Sat. 3/31: Janiva Magness 
& Band - Award winning, 
gutsy, dynamic blues and 
R&B vocalist.
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~Continued from Page 5

subway stations and corners, forget threadbare 
clothing and hysterical jonesing one may as-
sociate with the junkie —there is no blueprint 
here. Just because she didn’t aimlessly wander 
around streets and housing projects itch-
ing and scratching and getting arrested like 
Bubbles from “The Wire” doesn’t mean that 
the pathology didn’t take her under. Demons 
can live in pretty packages, too.
         How easy (and ultimately comforting) 
it is to play the Monday Morning Quarter-
back, to have an all-access view into someone 
else’s consciousness, right? To offi ciously 
put forth probing psychological evaluations 
of people we’ve never met. Well, that’s what 
some of those adoring fans and hagiographic 
people paying tribute, refusing to examine this 
sad stage in her life, have been crying. Bill 
O’Reilly said on his show that she “wanted 
to kill herself,” noting that “nobody takes 
drugs for that long if they want to stay on the 
planet.” WTAM’s Mike Trivisonno essen-
tially said the same thing. One tends to agree. 
One need not have personally known her to 
gauge her harbingers of addiction. You don’t 
sugarcoat this kind of life and death shit. Plus, 
everyone knows someone who has been in 
that spot or similar, whether friend, friend of a 
friend, parents, siblings, what have you. Judg-
ment isn’t at the forefront, helping the 
person is, and if they are unwilling 
to change, take action, ultimately, 
fates are sadly sealed.
       And she does deserve praise, 
to be honored and remembered, 
but the lurid stain towards the 
end of her life won’t go away. 
Regrettably, it’s a mixed bag. 
You can discount an ugly 
end and a well-documented 
history of substance abuse and/
or bizarre behavior and ridiculous 
statements, but you can’t exorcise 
them, principally if the individual 
in question couldn’t (or didn’t), think 
Amy Winehouse and Michael Jackson, 
two recent uncanny parallels, artists whose 
addictions were practically woven into their 
pedigrees as stars.
       No one can be certain if she lost her 
gift, to what level it may have deteriorated 
due to drugs, if it played a heavy hand in her 
slow-motion decline or if a comeback was 
futile, but no one can take 
away what she contributed 
to the world of music, 
especially in what feels 
like a cookie cutter musical 
landscape. She’s gone, but 
we’ve still got plenty of 

Rebecca Blacks, Lil’ Kims, Lana Del Reys, 
Ashlee Simpsons and Ke$has around. (Latest 
exception to the hackneyed homogeneity is the
fantastic, soaring, able Adele.)
       H.L. Mencken once said in response to 
the public opinion that was labeled tragedy to 
Jack London’s premature death from alcohol 
abuse that London “wouldn’t have been the 
writer he was” had he spent a life sober. This 
seems to be the presiding case with many an 
artist, in whatever medium. When abuse and 
addiction accompanies quality artistic and 
imaginative production, however prolonged, 
the consensus may be that of Mencken’s cause 
and effect model or, more precise, the Tennes-
see Williams, “Kill all my demons, and my 
angels might die too,” archetype.
       And therein lays an additional dimen-
sion—she had produced quality year after 
year, effort after effort. It seems that the halt-
ing of her career initiated when her personal 
approach to “vice” changed. If she truly knew 
that she couldn’t resuscitate her standing, even 
though her legend stands tall on its own, if she 
couldn’t face it, or felt she couldn’t surmount 
the blessed chaos of her life, then that’s one of 
the saddest commentaries your assigned cor-
respondent will ever hear. A sadder one that’ll 
trump it (and let’s rue the day, shall we?) is 
that she won’t be the last.

KARAOKEABOUT
ALL

TRY OUR EXCITING

GAME SHOW!

We’re
  not just...

440-944-5994

ENTERTAINMENT RENTALS
FOR PARTIES & HOME
DJ & Karaoke Rental Units

$99 starting at EASY TO USE &
GUARANTEED FUN!

Great for Bar Nights, Private Parties,

Attention Bar Owners: Get ahead of

SALES
EQUIPMENT &

KARAOKE CDs
WE SELL:

WEDDINGS
& PARTIES!
WE ENTERTAIN AT:

10% OFFBOOK NOW
& GET

WITH COUPON. CODE NCV MUST BE GIVEN AT TIME OF BOOKING

www.All-About-Karaoke.com
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Review by Alan Cliff

THE DOORS: A 
LIFETIME OF
LISTENING TO FIVE 
MEAN YEARS
Author Greil Marcus

        In early 1967, the Doors announced 
themselves to the world with “Break On 
Through,” the fi rst song on their fi rst album. 
The song was and is a fast and wild ride. 
The title phrase takes shape as exhortation, 
command, and promise, and the phrase is 
embodied in the music itself—the song is a 
breakthrough, if not an explosion. The album 
is called, simply, The Doors. It is not a simple 
album, nor were its makers simple men. This 
may be one reason people still listen to them 
and write about them. Forty-fi ve years after 
The Doors, Greil Marcus has released a new 
book; it too is called The Doors.  The break-
through here is perhaps more cerebral than 
that of “Break on Through,” but it’s a break-
through nonetheless; no one else has written 
about the Doors the way Marcus does.
         Marcus is not telling one story here, 
but many. The book resembles a good Doors 
album inasmuch as each chapter, like an 
album track, could stand on its own. Most of 
its chapters are named for Doors songs. The 
Doors never made a concept album; likewise, 
if this book has a single narrative arc, it is not 
a chronological or biographical one. Marcus 
is more exegete than chronicler.  One of the 
bigger stories he tells in connection with the 
Doors is really a question: why the continuing 
fascination with the Sixties? Marcus speaks 
of the sixties he lived, and the Sixties he 
hates. The former was when people undertook 
“acts of true risk and fear,” acts uncertain of 
outcome but likely worth the risk; this was 
the time when he saw the Doors a dozen 
times, and felt then “the complex and twisting 
thrill of being taken out of [him]self.” The 
Sixties he hates is the notion that something 
happened then, but if you weren’t around, too 
bad, you can’t do anything interesting your-
self but you can always dress up like your 
parents and be a Deadhead. So why write 

about the Doors? Well, cultural history is one’s 
calling, Doors songs are all over the radio, and 
most of them sound great, so...
         The songs. Marcus gets more out of a 
recording, and can speak more cogently of 
what he fi nds, than any other critic I know of. 
His work on the Doors is comparable to his 
work on Dylan: his verdict on their work is 
very mixed but the way he writes about what 
he considers the good stuff—usually rightly, 
in my view—makes one appreciate it more 
deeply. He hears 
things one might 
have missed. His 
descriptions of Ray 
Manzarek’s organ 
intro to “Strange 
Days,” Robby 
Krieger’s economi-
cal way of letting 
you know some-
thing’s about to hap-
pen, a tambourine 
rattle that evokes 
Robert Johnson, 
“End of the Night” 
as “gorgeous setting” 
for the Blake lines 
within—his whole 
evocation of this mu-
sic impels one to pull 
the albums off the 
shelf. (I expect this 
book may not work 
for non-Doors fans, 
but they probably 
won’t be reading 
it.) Marcus has no 
trouble pointing out what doesn’t work, some 
of which appears in the middle of songs that 
do, as with the trashy Freudianism in “The 
End,” the band’s early masterpiece.
         Marcus tells of a live recording in which 
the band starts out with “People Get Ready,” 
speeds up like a train leaving the station as the 
song turns into “Mystery Train,” segues into 
“Bullfrog Blues” and a thing or two else when 
it’s at full speed, ends with the band easing to 
a stop like a train arriving at the next station, 
and it’s all the same song, really; they end up 
back with “People Get Ready” as the train 
stops. This sort of performance may bear com-
parison to some of Marcus’s own work here. 

He can go from “L.A. Woman” to Thomas 
Pynchon’s recent take on Los Angeles circa 
‘70, with a side trip or two into Don DeLillo 
territory, and back to the song without losing 
the beat. It’s been about the song all along, 
really. The connections he makes are always 
clear if you’re paying attention.
         Those connections are cultural and his-
torical. Marcus puts a song in context, but the 
context here is not so much about what Jim 
Morrison and company were up to personally 

when they recorded, 
say, “Unknown 
Soldier,” as it is 
about that record’s 
attunement with the 
violent mood the 
country was in upon 
its release in early 
1968.
          People now 
think of the Doors 
as one of the better 
Sixties bands; for 
Marcus, what people 
forget, if they ever 
knew, is that they 
were both more and 
less of their time than 
the other bands of 
those years, specifi -
cally the ones from 
California. The Doors 
were more of their 
time because of their 
sense of dread, for 
dread was very much 
with us, like it or 

not. And less of their time for pretty much the 
same reason—violent death was part of the 
American scene, but up until around 1969, the 
year of Manson and Altamont, the prevailing 
countercultural winds sort of ignored it.
The picture on the book jacket is from quite 
a while before 1969; it’s based on an early 
promotional shot from the time of “Light My 
Fire,” the band’s fi rst hit single. The picture is 
familiar, only it isn’t exactly. Black and white 
have given way to shades of yellow, orange 
and red. These would be the colors of fi re—I 
guess the book designer has fi nally granted 
the group’s request. The colors also suggest 
sunset, the approach of winter, and blood.  Ac-

cording to Marcus, people re-listened to their 
pre-Manson Doors albums after the murders 
in 1969 and said, “Yes, it was all there.” And, 
so he tells us, they were right. Marcus speaks 
of the sense of dread, a certain fi x on death, 
which one can hear on The Doors. That album 
appeared over two years before the murders.   
Already in 1967, Morrison was singing of “the 
end of everything that stands” and “nights we 
tried to die.” The Doors named themselves for 
William Blake’s doors of perception, which 
appear in a poem called The Marriage of 
Heaven and Hell. A certain affi nity, if not actu-
ally a marriage, to the infernal—and maybe a 
perception that that affi nity is integral to one’s 
aliveness, one’s joy—this is something the 
Doors had that most West Coast bands lacked. 
Marcus gives the San Francisco groups what 
he considers their due; he speaks well of some,
but he fi nds a softness at the core there. The 
Grateful Dead, as he puts it, “didn’t believe in 
death at all.” This was part of the background 
against which the Doors’ early work showed 
up in stark contrast.
          The Doors might have foretold Manson, 
but unlike a lot of the Haight- Ashbury hip-
pies they had the wit not to deny the vio-
lence within themselves; unlike Manson and 
company they had the sense and decency not 
to enthrall themselves to it. One wonders: 
perhaps the Haight-Ashbury scene, which 
deteriorated when it became over-publicized 
and overpopulated, might have fared better 
if it had taken a similar approach to its own 
demons, and those of others. It worked for the 
Doors, at least artistically.
        Marcus speaks of how “Light My Fire” 
can leave you shaking your head in delight. 
Having read this book and re-heard a lot of 
Doors music in recent weeks, I’ve done that 
myself more than once.

Publisher: Public Affairs – November, 2011 
210 pages.
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

All Roads & Trails Lead to the
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NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Watch NASCAR & the CAVS on
Our Big Screens!

SNOWMOBILERS WELCOME!
TRAILER PARKING

Friday Nite Fish Fry! FREE JUKEBOX!

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings
Live Music by Jimmy & Friends

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

Sat. Mar. 3: Ernest T Band
Sat. Mar. 17: St. Patty’s Day Party with

Dashboard Jesus
Corned Beef Dinner, Prizes & Give Aways

A Stolen Moment
By Tom Todd

        Old Joe bought the guitar in 1946, with 
his GI money. He’d always wanted to learn 
to play, and during the war he was quite sure, 
many times, that he’d never get the chance. 
So now he took lessons, he played with other 
people, he even got into a little jazz combo. 
He never made a lot of money with his guitar, 
but when he played, it was like life was 
more real! Plus, the music made other people 
happy, so what more could he ask.
        He never had a family, but his brother 
had a wife, two girls and a boy. The boy was 
something special; hard worker, honest face, 
he seemed to appreciate life more than the 
average kid. This nephew also seemed to have 
quite an ear for music. Old Joe was getting 
older, his fi ngers slower and stiffer, and he 
couldn’t play the guitar like he did in the old 
days. He thought about giving his guitar to 
his nephew. By now it was a fairly valuable 
instrument, being as old as it was. Was that 
too generous a gift to give? Naahh! The kid 
deserved it.
        The nephew loved that guitar, not only 
because of the history it had with his uncle, 
but because it really rocked! All his friends 

admired the ‘retro’ style and the fi ne quality 
of wood and craftsmanship. It had a unique 
sound, and the nephew even got an invitation 
to audition for a fairly renowned band.
 
Then someone broke in and stole the guitar.
        
        The thief couldn’t play, of course. He 
took it to a pawn shop that didn’t mind look-
ing the other way, and got $50 for it.
        The pawn shop sold it to a drug dealer 
who had just made a sale and decided to buy 
the guitar on a whim. The guitar sat in a corner
of the drug dealer’s fi lthy apartment. One day 
there was a fi ght there. There was pushing and 
shoving, and the guitar was smashed. It got 
thrown out with the trash the next day. 
        A musicians’ instrument is special. It’s 
like a member of the family or an old friend. 
Often it’s not replaceable, no matter what the 
insurance companies say, or what shiny new 
instruments hang on the shelves at the music 
stores. So don’t ever support the black market. 
Report suspicious activity. Thou shall not 
steal.
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 For full schedule, check website
DonPerrySaxman.com

www.facevaluemusic.com  

Saturday, Feb. 25th
9:30 - 12:30

RedHawk Grille

Saturday, Mar. 10th
7:30 - 11:30
Geneva F.O.E.

 Face Value
         The Lakeland Jazz Festival celebrates 
its 40th year of jazz education Friday, Febru-
ary 24th through Sunday, the 26th.  Presented 
by the Lakeland 
Arts & Humanities 
division, the festival 
was founded by now 
retired Professor 
and Music Depart-
ment Coordinator, 
Charles M. Frank.  
Co-coordinators for 
this year’s event are 
Dave Sterner and 
Stephen Stanziano, 
Ph.D.  
         Lakeland’s Jazz Festival has remained 
true to its original mission of instilling the 
excitement and magic of jazz education in the 
next generation of musicians.  Over the 40-
year span, more than 25,000 middle and high 
school musicians from across Ohio and neigh-
boring states have participated in the festival 
in celebration of this uniquely American art 
form, jazz.
        As always, the main function of the event 
is to offer high school jazz ensembles the op-
portunity to perform in a collegiate level set-
ting, while receiving instruction and adjudica-
tion from some of the fi nest jazz educators in 
the state.  In addition to the weekend being a 
highlight for the jazz education community in 
Northeast Ohio, the festival also hosts several 
concerts, which are open to the public as 
well as to the students who attend the festival.  
These concerts feature jazz ensembles from 
area colleges, local jazz artists and educators 
and always, a national act to headline the 
Saturday evening concert.  Perhaps the most 
exciting oppor-
tunity for area 
jazz musicians 
and enthusiasts 
is the FREE 
clinic offered 
by this year’s 
headliners, the 
Yellowjackets.
        Check 
out this year’s 
concert sched-
ule and treat 
yourself to a 
weekend of entertainment that is unmatched 
in this area. All performances are held in 
the Lakeland Performing Arts Center, 7700 
Clocktower Drive, Kirtland, 44094. For 
tickets and information, call 440-525-7134 or 
7133 or e-mail 
artsatlakeland@lakelandcc.edu 

Dave Morgan & Friends - 
“The Way of the Sly Man”

Friday, 8 pm.    Tickets:  $15 general 
public; $10 students
         Renowned bass player, composer 
and Professor of Music at Youngstown 
State University, Dave Morgan presents 
his composition “The Way of the Sly 
Man”. This composition draws upon a 
variety of musical infl uences in addi-
tion to American jazz and pop idioms, 
including the music of the Middle East, 
India, and Africa.  This concert will 
feature a fourteen piece ensemble with 

some of the regions top jazz artists, including 
Howie Smith, Jack Schantz, Chris Anderson  
and Jamey Haddad, who was featured in the 
December issue of What about Jazz.

Lakeland College Invitational
Saturday, 1:30 to 3:30 pm. 

Free and open to the public.  
Featuring jazz ensembles from:
 - Cleveland State University 
 - Oberlin College 
 - University of Akron 

Free Clinic with the Yellowjackets
Saturday, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
        The Yellowjackets will hold a free clinic 
to share their knowledge and expertise of jazz 
with developing and professional musicians. 

Headline Concert: Yellowjackets
Saturday, 8 pm.  Tickets: $25 general public; 

$15 students
         Two-time Grammy winning 
group the Yellowjackets make 
their fi rst appearance in northeast 
Ohio in many years.  The group is 
currently nominated for two more 
Grammy’s in 2012 for Best Jazz 
Instrumental Album (“Timeline”) 
and Best Instrumental Compo-
sition (“Timeline” by Russell 
Ferrante). This progressive jazz 
group was founded over 30 years 
ago, and has garnered major 
critical acclaim over the years 

for their originality, depth and musicianship.  
Their 21st CD was released in 2011 on the 
Mack Ave label, one of today’s leading jazz 
labels.  Featuring Founding member, Russell 
Ferrante on keyboards;  Bob Mintzer on sax;  
William Kennedy on drums; and the new addi-
tion of Felix Pastorius on bass.

          To learn more about this year’s head-
liner, check out www.yellowjacets.com  

Big Band Matinee
Sunday, 4 pm.   Tickets:  $10 general public; 
$7 students 
        The Lakeland Civic Jazz Orchestra, 
under the direction of Dave Sterner, will 
feature “Adventures in Db, the music of Count 
Basie”. 
        The Dave Banks Big Band will feature 
music from some of the best arrangers in the 
business as well as compositions and arrange-
ments from our local associates and band 
members.

         In addition, to the annual Jazz Festival, 
Lakeland promotes music education with jazz 
camp every summer. The camp concludes with 
evening concerts, which allow students perfor-
mance experience in a collegiate setting.  For 
more information, visit www.lakelandcc.edu

By Don Perry
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In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557

        The Winegrowers of the Grand River 
Valley Wine Region are excited to announce 
their ninth annual Ice Wine Festival slated for 
March 3rd, 10th,  and 17th.   The festival con-
sists of 5 area wineries all within a 10-minute 
drive of each other.  Patrons begin at the 
winery of their choice for this fun, progres-
sive Ice Wine tasting all throughout the Grand 
River Valley wine region. Participating winer-
ies include Debonne Vineyards, Ferrante 
Winery & Ristorante, Grand River Cellars 
Winery & Restaurant, Laurello Vineyards, 
and St. Joseph Vineyards.
        Last year the festival was extended for 
three weekends, which turned out to be a 
great success. The wineries were much less 
crowded than in years past giving the custom-
er better service. “Each year this festival has 
grown in popularity due to the quality product 
that is being offered to the consumer,” says 
Nick Ferrante, from Ferrante Winery and 
chairman of the organization. “We are fortu-
nate to be able to grow internationally award 
winning ice wines right here in Northeastern 
Ohio.  Many of the ice wines consumers will 
taste have won Best of Show and Double 
Gold Medals from competitions all over the 
United States.  Not only is it a great product 
but a very reasonable priced event for the 
quality of the product.”
         Making this event a progressive tasting 
is one of the reasons the event is such a draw.  
Patrons will have a unique experience at 
every winery and will be able to see different 
sights around the area.  Many wineries have 

added “extras” for people to enjoy.  Some 
of the extras include special wine dinners, 
ice carving, dog sledding, and several 
artisans.  Most of these “extras” are free 
but some will cost the patron a little ex-
tra.  In addition, many of the winemakers 
will be on hand for people to talk to and 
other wines will be available for people 
to taste.”

Appetizer Menu & Events Include:
Debonne’ Vineyards
Appetizer: Adams Reserve Sharp Cheddar 
served with Homemade Peach Jam & Crushed 
Walnuts.
Also featuring Ice Carving at 2 p.m.
Sled Dog Demonstration
Ice Wine Martini Bar (small additional fee)
Winter Glow Progressive Dinner- each Friday 
evening. 
Call 440-466-3485 for more information on 
the dinner.

Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
Appetizer: Peach Vidal Mascarpone with 
Vanilla Crisp 

Grand River Cellars Winery & Restaurant
Appetizer: Homemade Warm Peach Cobbler
Featuring Ice Carving at 12 p.m. 
Ice Wine Marshmallow Roast All Day (small 
additional fee)
Jelly Sales and Samples by Gatherings.
Winter Glow Progressive Dinner- each Friday 
evening. 

Call 440-298-9838 for more informa-
tion.

Laurello Vineyards
Appetizer: Homemade Orange Cran-
berry Biscotti
Featuring Beach Glass Jewelry & 
Pottery

St. Joseph Vineyards
Appetizer:  Golden Pound Cake with 
Warm Maple Syrup
Art Work featuring Jeff Suntala
Krzys Family Maple Syrup Demon-
stration

        This year is a special celebration.  “There 
was much concern regarding the ice wine 
harvest,” says Tony Debevc, president of 
Debonnè Vineyards.  “With an unusual warm 
winter, there was fear that the grapes would 
rot on the vines before there was an oppor-
tunity to pick.  But, a blizzard blew into the 
region, temperatures dropped and the picking 
crews were called in.”  The wines featured at 
the Ice Wine Festival are ‘true’ ice wines.  The 
grapes are left on the vines at the end of the 
traditional harvest season and await Mother 
Nature to shift seasons from fall to winter.  
Once the grapes are truly frozen, reaching 
temperatures below 17 degrees, the grapes are 
picked and pressed immediately before they 
have a chance to thaw.”
        Out of town guests will be sure to want 
to check the winegrowers website for a place 
to stay the night.  Since the Ice Wine Festival 
is in March many of our hotels and restaurants 
are able to give top-notch service because it 
is a slower time of year, and are much less 
crowded, they are able to offer wonderful 
amenities.
        Participants will need to determine a 
starting point at one of the participating winer-
ies in the Grand River Valley. Each winery 
will then provide a sample of their wines, an 
ice wine glass, along with a complimentary 
appetizer. The event begins at noon and ends 
at 5 p.m. The cost is $6 per person at each 
winery.  In an effort to help the local food 
banks, the wineries are encouraging everyone 
to bring in canned food items in which they 
will receive $1 off at each location. For more 
information about the Ice Wine Festival call 
440-466-3485 or www.wggrv.com for a list of 
details and a map.
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BREWIN’ THE BREW
Winter Warmer Fest
February 25, 2012 at 2:00 pm at Windows 
On The River - Cleveland’s Premier Catering 
Facility
        Plan to attend the 6th annual WINTER 
WARMER FEST! This much-anticipated 
annual craft beer showcase and fundraiser for 
the Ohio Craft Brewers Association returns 
to the FirstEnergy Powerhouse with 21 of 
Ohio’s great breweries sampling their winter, 
limited edition, and other popular beers. 
With live entertainment provided by Blues 
artist Austin Walkin’ Cane! Tickets are $35 
and include a souvenir glass, 20 taste tickets 
for 4 oz samples, complimentary appetizers. 
Designated Driver tickets are available for 
$12 each and include complimentary appetiz-
ers and coffee/tea/water. Tickets are limited...
when they are gone, they are gone...get yours 
today! You must be 21 years of age to attend 
Winter Warmer Fest. winterwarmerfest.
eventbrite.com

Bockfest 2012 - Celebrating 20 
years! March 2-4
        Bockfest is a celebration of his-
toric Over-the-Rhine, Cincinnati’s brewing 
heritage and the coming of spring. There are 
several bock beer festivals that take place 
around the world, but Cincinnati’s Bockfest 
is the oldest and largest in the United States. 
Bockfest occurs during the fi rst weekend 
of March. It begins with a parade on Friday 
evening that starts at Arnold’s Bar & Grill, 
Cincinnati’s oldest saloon. The parade is lead 
by a goat pulling a keg of bock beer and the 
reigning Sausage Queen. It ends at Bockfest 
Hall where the ceremonial fi rst keg is blessed 
and Bockfest offi cially begins. The Hall is 
open throughout the weekend and features 
live entertainment, great food, historic 
walking tours, authors and breweriana, a 
homebrew competition, Continental Sunday 
celebrations and lots of delicious bock beer. 
Bockfest is not just limited to the Hall. It 
occurs in a number of participating venues 
in Over-the-Rhine and the central business 
district. There is no admission fee for the hall 
and typically no admission fee for the partici-
pating venues. Bockfest.com

Amateur Beer Tasters Latest 
Round 
        Focusing on three beers during this tast-
ing (because that’s how many columns are 

on the tasting sheet) we chose Blast Furnace 
Blond Ale by Rust Belt Brewing, Yuengling 
Lager, and Hazlenut Brown Nectar by Rogue 
Brewery. 
        The Blast Furnace was lacking in car-
bonation and head, light hops, malt and yeast 
aroma but did come through with some fl avor 
that lingered with a rather bitter or astringent 
fi nish. This was a bit disappointing as we do 
want to give our Ohio breweries a push. There 
are others from Rust Belt and we will get to 
them in another round.
 
        Yuengling 
garnered kudos for 
drinkability with 
average carbonation, 
a nice light amber 
color and frothy 
head. If you enjoy 
fl avor that is slightly 
malty but nothing 
that really over pow-
ers or jumps at you 

this is your beer. Most every-
one has tried this beer either in 
Pennsylvania or recently with 
the novelty of it’s new arrival 
in Ohio so we won’t ramble on 
about this one.
        The outstanding beer of 
the night was Rogue’s Hazlenut 
Brown Nectar. It tastes better 
than it sounds. The brew is a 
little heavy but not nearly like a 
Porter or Stout. It has a pleasant 

nutty aroma 
of course but 
one also picks 
up notes of fresh paper and 
honey. It has a very pleasant 
and moderate fl avor with 
a frothy light brown head. 
We all enjoyed it and agreed 
we would have no problem 
drinking it again. 
        After the tasting I visit-
ed the website and found that 

the Hazelnut Brown it 
has been quite the award 
winner. We are amatuers 
and we are just starting 
to make our way around 
a RateBeer tasting sheet 
(which has some aromas 
listed that I hope I never 
encounter) but we’re 
having fun and sharing 
what we fi nd.
 
2011 GABF - Gold
2011 World Beer Cham-

pionships - Silver
2010 World Beer Championships—Gold 
2010 GABF—Bronze
Home brewer inspired
No chemicals, additives, or preservatives

AYCE FISH FRY FRIDAY
$10.00  DINE-IN ONLY, PLEASE
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By Sage Satori

        On Thursday, February 2nd The North 
Coast Voice Magazine, along with hundreds 
of wine enthusiasts and participants, attended 
the incredible fundraising event “Dare to 
Pair” at Spire Institute in Geneva. This was 
the fi rst major fundraising event held to 
benefi t the proposed 38,000 square foot non-
profi t facility in historic Geneva, Ohio. 
        The Center will offer a tasting room, 
a small fi ne dining restaurant and banquet 
facilities, a wine bottle sales area, outdoor pa-
tios, incubator facilities for start-up wineries, 
a teaching auditorium, educational culinary 
demonstrations, and classrooms for Kent State 

University’s degree pro-
gram in viticulture 
and enol-
ogy. Addi-
tional plans 
call for a 
Farmer’s 
Market, 
wedding 
facilities, 
a concierge 
service for 
transportation 
reservations to 
regional wineries, offi ce space, 

and a gift shop focusing on Ohio products. 
The site is located on the corner of Park St. 
and Eagle St. in Geneva.  Tentative ground-
breaking is scheduled for late 2013.
So on to some details of the “Dare to Pair” 
evening ……
          Mossman, well-known TV and broad-
cast personality, David Moss, served as the 
master of ceremonies at the Dare to Pair, and 
Chef’s Challenge fundraiser. The event was 
held at Spire Institute’s Fuel restaurant. WJW 
Fox-8’s David Moss has been interviewing 
Hollywood’s biggest Stars for the past 25 
years. In Cleveland, David hosts, “New Day 
Cleveland,” a fresh, new, informative and 
entertainment-based program that airs daily 
at 10 am. The hour long show focuses on the 
best that Cleveland and Northeast Ohio has to 
offer through cooking and kitchen demonstra-
tions, food preparation tips and cost-cutting, 
time-saving information – a perfect tie-in to 
his role as MC at Dare to Pair.  David’s par-
ticipation was sponsored by CBIZ.  
        Wine tastings were available from sev-

eral local and regional wineries 
including Harpersfi eld Vine-
yards, The Winery at Spring 

Hill, Ferrante Winery, 
Buccia Vineyards, Old 
Firehouse Winery, 
Grand River Cellars, 
The Lakehouse Inn 
Winery and Debonne 
Vineyards. There was 
no formal tasting or 
food pairing held dur-
ing the event but the 
participating wineries 
offered the opportu-

nity to taste, mingle and 
then pair with the cuisine 

as one desired. 
        One highlight of the evening was the 

judging of the food, as prepared by Chef Rus-
sell Siegel from The Lodge and Conference 
Center on Geneva on the Lake, Chef John 
Buchner from Renaissance Quail Hollow Re-
sort, Chef Robert Harris of the Mentor Harbor 
Yachting Club, Chef Jonathan Bennett from 
Adams Reserve Cheese, and Chef Anthony 
Dominak from the Spire Institute. A panel of 
celebrity judges rated the specially prepared 
cuisine. The attendees of Dare to Pair also had 
the option to vote for the People’s Choice win-
ner. At the end of the evening the tally results 
chose Chef Anthony Dominak – Executive 
Chef for Spire Institute.
        Chef Dominak’s menu of the evening 
boasted generous samplings of Roasted But-
ternut Squash and Leek Bisque (This was 
one of my absolute favorites, just incredible!) 
Crispy Prosciutto and Cinnamon Creme 
Freche, Chevre Crusted Rack of Lamb served 
with Grilled Vegetable “Ratatouille” drizzled 
with a Red Wine Reduction and a Gran Mar-
nier Truffl e topped with a Basil and Tangerine 
Gremolata. The other Chefs offered a fi ne 

The Lakehouse Inn Winery

Award Winning Wines in a Spectacular Lakefront Setting

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com
Book your next getaway at our Bed & Breakfast Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Friday & Saturday 5-9PM

Winery Hours: 

Day
Spa!

NOW OPEN!

Offering massages,
facials, manicures,

pedicures, waxing & more!

Microbrew
Tasting &

 Dinner

Enjoy a five course dinner paired
with a variety of beers from

regional microbreweries
$130/couple (plus tax) Advance reservations required.
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array of dishes as well and choosing the best 
was no easy task.
        Community businesses, artists and 
individuals generously supported the event by 
donating items for the silent auction. There 
was exciting sports packages, overfl owing gift 
baskets, high fashion jewelry, local art and 
handmade furniture, valuable antiques, winery 
experiences and restaurant gift certifi cates – 
and these are just a sampling of the items that 
were available for bidding.
        Of course the unveiling of the artist’s ren-
derings gave everyone in attendance a better 
vision of Pairings and that is what the evening 
was all about. There was no disappointment at 
the beauty and detail and much excitement in 
what we have to look forward to.
Public and business support is paramount 
to this project so please consider joining the 
Founders Club. There are options for most 
every budget and are listed below. 

Founders Club
Join the Club! Gifts made to Pairings from 
August 1, 2011 through August 1, 2012 
qualify donors to become a member of the 
Pairings’ Founding Member Club.
Friend of Pairings – ($30)
Quarterly newsletter on progress
$30 in “Wine-bucks” redeemable in incre-
ments of $10 for upcoming events, classes, 
gift shop purchases and programming offered 
by the center (excluding VESTA classes and 
alcohol purchases) any time during the fi rst 
full year of the center’s operation
 Friend of Pairings Pin
The Pairings’ Founders Club – 
Bronze ($100)
Invitation for two (2) to attend an exclusive 

Founders Club grand-opening tour
Invitation to the Pairings’ Ground-Breaking 
Ceremony with special recognition at event
Complimentary newsletters regarding Pair-
ings’ journey to ground-breaking
Annual acknowledgement as a Founding 
Member of Pairings – Ohio’s Wine & Culinary 
Experience
Tax-deductible donation which will launch 
Pairings – Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Experi-
ence and its mission
Friend of Pairings Pin
The Pairings’ Founders Club - 
Silver ($250)
 Invitation for two (2) to attend an exclusive 
Founders Club tasting event
All benefi ts listed within The Pairings’ Found-
ers Club – Bronze
The Pairings’ Founders Club – 
Gold ($500)
Invitation for four (4) to attend an exclusive 
Founders Club tasting event
Commemorative Pairings’ Founders Club 
keepsake 
All benefi ts listed within The Pairings’ Found-
ers Club – Silver
The Pairings’ Founders Club – 
Platinum ($1,000)
Invitation for two (2) to attend an exclusive 
Winemaker’s Dinner
All benefi ts listed within The Pairings’ Found-
ers Club – Gold
Corporate and individual sponsorships, begin-
ning at $2,500, are also available. For addi-
tional information regarding donations, please 
contact Pairings at info@pairingsohio.com.
For information and updates visit 
www.PairingsOhio.com
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        On September 11th, 2001, Paul Mc-
Cartney was seated in a jet airliner in New 
York City taxiing down the runway returning 
to London England to celebrate his daughter 
Stella’s 30th birthday. As 
he was looking out the 
window he saw a huge 
fl ash of fi re from afar and 
the Captain announced 
they are delaying lift off 
because there had been 
a terrible accident. Later 
he learned it was no ac-
cident, but an attack on 
the twin towers, and then 
he heard of the attack on 
the Pentagon. The plane 
was grounded and he 
was stranded in NYC. 
        Being the son of fi re 
fi ghter in WWII, Paul 
really didn’t think much 
about the hazards and 
danger, along with skill 
and dedication it takes 
to be a fi re fi ghter. After 
witnessing what the fi re 
fi ghters had been going through during those 
fi rst couple of weeks in the aftermath of the 
worst day in the history of New York City, he 
developed a whole new appreciation for it.  
Paul wanted to do something to help. He 
thought “what can I do?” He was neither a fi re 
fi ghter nor a rescue worker. He decided the 
best way he can help was to do what he does 
best – play music.  He also felt music could 
be a way to help lift and calm the spirit shift 
where so many people were scared and vulner-
able. 
       McCartney threw a benefi t concert at 
Madison Square Garden to raise money for the 
NYC fi re fi ghters to be titled The Concert for 
New York City.  The concert would also honor 
the fi rst responders from the New York Fire 
Department and New York Police Department, 
their families, and those lost in the attacks and 
those who had worked in the ongoing rescue 
and recovery efforts in the weeks since that 
time.
        He got together with some of his old Brit-
ish pals like – Elton John, David Bowie, Pete 
Townshend, Eric Clapton and Mick Jagger 

– told them what he plans to do and they all 
thought it was a great idea and wanted to join 
in.  Once the word was out many American 
artists came to join in – James Taylor, Billy 

Joel, Bon Jovi, John 
Mellancamp, Jay-Z, 
and so many other 
stars and personali-
ties.    
As Paul put it, “It was 
an honor to be able to 
help New York and 
America at that time 
in its history. There 
was a feeling of shock 
and fear in the air that 
I thought we could 
help alleviate with 
music. And the fact 
that so many people 
stepped up to join 
us made for a very 
uplifting evening for 
us all.”
        Eagle Rock 
Entertainment has 
released a new DVD, 

The Love We Make showing behind the 
scenes of Sir Paul McCartney’s efforts in mak-
ing of the concert.  Shot in stark 16 mm black 
and white, at McCartney’s insistence (with 
color interview and concert clips), and fi lmed 
by the distinguished documentary maker Al-
bert Maysles, “The Love We Make” shows the 
true human side of Paul McCartney.  
We see Paul walking down the streets of NYC 
shaking hands 
and talking 
with people, 
and signing au-
tographs.  His 
causal chats 
with friends 
and celebrities 
along with his 
conversations 
with media per-
sonalities prior 
to interviews, 
truly gives the 
perception of 
what a regular 

Whooz Playin’
7-11PM

Debonne Vineyards
Madison

Whooz Playin' Duo

7:30-10:30PM
Winery at Spring Hill

Geneva
Whooz Playin' Duo

Month of Feb. Rider’s Inn:
Len (Aloysius) oil paintings
on display along with other

Artists from CA Association!

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!

guy he is.  He is not pompous or paranoid 
and handles fame and his celebrity status 
well. 
       Back stage and in the dressing room 
many performers came to say hello and 
reminisce old times with Paul. He and James 
Taylor shared memories when they fi rst met. 
He and Ozzy shared a laugh when Paul was 
humored by Ozzy saying why he (Ozzy) 
would make a lousy robber. Former president 
Bill Clinton said to Paul, “they can say what-
ever they want to about the ‘60’s, generation 
- we did a good job of hanging around” - in 
reference to all the aging rockers who came 
to donate their time for the cause. 
        Eagle Rock Entertainment released The 
Love We Make on DVD [MSRP $14.98] 
and Blu-Ray [MSRP $19.98].  Recorded in 
DTS-HD Master Audio, Dolby Digital 5.1 and 
LPCM Stereo, the 90-minute fi lm is a fi lm that 
no music fan can afford to miss.
        Eagle Rock Entertainment is an interna-
tional media production and distribution com-
pany operating across audiovisual entertain-
ment programming. Eagle Rock Entertainment 
works directly alongside talent to produce the 
highest quality programming output cover-
ing fi lm, general entertainment and musical 
performance. Eagle Rock Entertainment has 
offi ces based in London, New York, Los An-
geles, Toronto, Hamburg, & Paris. 

       For more information regarding this and 
other releases, contact Carol Kaye at 
Carol@Kayosproductions.com.

By Jim Ales
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JUST FOR LAUGHS

All Aboard 

the Comedy 

Choo Choo 

(around North-

east Ohio)

        All right friends, here’s the deal; we’ve 
got a whole lot of comedy talk to cover in this 
edition. So unfortunately for you there’s not 
a whole lot of smarmy and whimsical written 
chatter coming your way. The next coming 
weeks are fi lled with shows that are worth 
checking out all over the Northeast Ohio and 
I’m not even sure that I’m going to tell you 
about all of them, but hey, hop on the Face-
book and fi gure it out for yourself if you want 
to see more. In this edition, we’re essentially 
going on an entire tour of Northeast Ohio to 
see comedy. However, before we get to any 
of that, of course I’m going to give you an 
update of my life! 
        So the last few weeks started out pretty 
rough, but I think that you’ll fi nd there was 
defi nitely a silver lining. I was still unem-
ployed and doing pretty much whatever I 
could to get by. Kept up the karaoke DJ gig 
I have going on every week and even scored 
a private gig in there. Naturally, the problem 
of course has been the discrepancy with the 
unemployment people and I just can’t seem to 
get paid, though I defi nitely kept pushing to 
get a new job. What’s a brotha gotta do to get 
a lil cash up in here? Ya know?
       Unfortunately, that wasn’t the worst news 

during the last couple of weeks. Sadly, I lost 
my Auntie during that time frame. My Auntie 
Whitney was such an inspiration, I just don’t 
understand it. Sure, she had her ups and downs 
in life and probably dabbled in some things 
she shouldn’t have, but she was still a good 
person. At one point she even had captured the 
love of Ray-J and a whole bunch of women 
couldn’t even do that when they spent 24/7 
with him on a television show. 
        What was really nice though is that they 
did a bit of a tribute to her at the Grammy’s 
award show. What I did think was out of place 
though was when Bruno Mars came out right 
after LL Cool J channeled Al Pacino’s coach-
ing character in Any Given Sunday, a movie 
they both starred in, during his opening speech 
of the night. At any rate, look award people, 
Bruno just got busted last year for having 
a whole bunch of crack. Auntie Whitney 
struggled with crack, what the hell were you 
thinking that he would be an appropriate fi t to 
be the fi rst singer out that night and screaming 
tributes to her? While we’re at it, though it 

~Continued on Page 20
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has nothing to do with my Auntie, can I please 
have the ten minutes of my life back when 
Nicki Minaj “performed” and that whole rave 
experience you gave us with the dance music.
        Ultimately, the weeks ended pretty well. 
After almost getting cut by the third team in, 
I don’t know how many days, I found some 
playing time with the New York Knicks. Now 
I’m starting point guard for them and we’ve 
been winning games. Right now, I’m actually 
a bigger deal than Tim Tebow! Me! Just some 
Asian kid with a decent amount of height and 
a Harvard degree, take that degree in Econom-
ics! I don’t need you, I’m taking Madison 
Square Garden by storm, it’s Linsanity! I get 
so much free food at any diner in Chinatown 
right now; it’s incredible; I’ve never had so 
many Lo Mein noodles in my entire life.
       All right, so clearly none of that actually 
happened to me, but at least you got a great 

recap of the biggest news in popular culture 
over the last few weeks. So now, as promised, 
here’s everything comedy for you to check out 
in the next couple of weeks, there are a lot of 
great shows. Sure you may not know some of 
the names, but I assure you they are among the
area’s best so if you like to laugh, it’s all worth 
checking out. If it wasn’t, I wouldn’t write 
about it!
        Let’s start in the Coventry Village of 
Cleveland Heights where the Big Dog Theater 
celebrated its One Year Anniversary with a 
big show on Saturday, February 18th. I highly 
suggest checking out the website at www.
bigdogtheater.com for show and ticket infor-
mation for many upcoming shows. The theater 
has so many different performances including 
stand-up comedy, improv shows and more!
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        Next, let’s head all the way out to the 
Westside for reminder of one of the new up 
and coming weekly open mic nights that 
showcases a lot of the area talent. The show 
is at the Village Tavern in Lakewood each 
and every Wednesday night starting at 10pm 
and it’s free to get in! If you’re someone who 
wants to try the hand at comedy get a hold of 
Joe Whelan on the Facebook or give a call to 
the Village Tavern and inquire about it.
        Now let’s make our way all the way 
down south. As we work our way we’ll stop 
fi rst in Cuyahoga Falls at the Funny Stop 
Comedy Club. The Funny Stop as mentioned 
in previous editions is the area Comedy Club 
that prides itself on giving you the most of 
area talent. None of this is more apparent than 
the headliner being provided to the audience 
from February 21st to the 24th. Chad Zumock, 
co-host of the Alan Cox Show on WMMS, 
will be headlining from Tuesday to Friday. 
Chad will be joined by local comics to feature 
each of those nights. To end that week on Sat-
urday February 25th Chad will be the feature 
act as headliner TJ Miller comes to town for 
one night only. TJ is a stand-up comic and 
actor most known for his large roles in fi lms 
such as Cloverfi eld and She’s Out of My 
League. For ticket and showtime information 
you can head to www.funnystop.com or call 
them 330-923-4700.
        Since it isn’t too far, let’s make a pit 
stop in that town they call Akron. Provided 
it’s a Wednesday of course and every other 
week starting February 22nd. The Vortex in 
the downtown Akron area on Brittain Road 
has a weekly comedy show ran by Shawn 
Boyd (who has featured at the Funny Stop and 
other clubs across the country). Show starts at 
8:30pm and is free.
        Now let’s make our trip down south 
fi nish up in Canton for a show put on by the 

Canton Comedy Series. This particular show 
on February 25th is at the Prestier Pub on 
Whipple Avenue and starts at 9pm. There’s a 
$20 cover, but it also scores you a choice of 
certain menu items that night. The show has 
a great local lineup of Josh Womack (Lake 
County native), Chris Clem (won $100,000 
on Who Wants to be a Millionaire, co-host of 
Pretty Swell Guys podcast) and is headlined 
by Joe Howard (tours around the country with 
Jim Florentine of who has his own show on 
VH1Classic).
        Someone pull out the GPS and let’s 
fi gure out how the heck we can get to Lake 
County from Akron the quickest because that’s
where we’re headed next. First up is a show 
on February 22nd at Toth’s Place in Mentor. 
The show starts at 7:30pm and when they 
have shows here it’s another excellent lineup 
of local talent and with an audience there for 
comedy. This particular show features a chal-
lenge to the lineup as the audience comes up 
with topics for each comic to work into their 
set. It’s a night full of improvised stand-up 
comedy and yours truly will be taking part. 
The show will be closed out by Ramon Rivas 
II, co-creator of Chucklef*ck, an independent 
comedy show organization taking the area by 
storm, but more on that later.
        Also out in Lake County on February 
28th is the return of comedy to the Willoughby
Brewing Co. The show there starts at 9pm 
and is also free and features yet again a great 
local lineup. Brian Allen Mitchell is coming 
off his performance that earned him a spot in 
the fi nals for the Magner’s Comedy Contest 
in Boston. He will be joined by Mark Colella 
who travels all over and the show is headlined 
by Lake County’s own, Mike Lukas.
        Finally, let’s end right back in the 
Coventry Village. Also on February 28th is 
a show put on by Ramon Rivas II’s group, 
Chucklef*ck and by group, I mean it was 
mostly or all organized by Ramon. The show 
is at the Grog Shop and will be headlined 
by Marty Derosa from Chicago. Tickets are 
$8 at the door or $5 ahead of time at www.
grogshop.gs 
       Hey, that’s all the time for me, but you’ve 
been a great audience. Next time, I just might 
have some advice for you! New email for that 
too: uplatewithsteveguy@gmail.com Plus, 
check out the show website at www.uplate-tv.
com as we have uploaded footage from all the 
episodes taped during the Summer of 2011 
and we begin to launch our webisodes. Until 
next time, suck on that!
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        Carlos Jones  & the P.L.U.S. Band 
(aka The Peace, Love, Unity Syndicate), 
internationally acclaimed American reggae 
artists, will be headlining a show at the 
GROG SHOP (2785 Euclid Heights Blvd, 
Cleveland Heights; 216-321-5588) on Satur-
day, February 25, 2012.  Opening the show 
will be reggae-funk-fusion sensations, One 
World Tribe.  Doors open a 9:30 p.m.; the 
show starts at 10:00 p.m.  Admission is $10.

        Carlos Jones, a pioneer in the American 
Reggae scene for over 30 years, has recently 
released a new 4-song EP titled “Positive 
Vibrations” on Little Fish Records (www.
littlefi shrecords.com).  He had an opportunity 
last April to perform at The White House’ An-
nual Easter Egg Roll along with his brother 
Norman Jones and the Rhythm Child band.  
Jones’ music and live performances have won 
praise from a variety of critics, and he’s been 
receiving airplay worldwide on the BBC.
        “Once I calmed down the soothing 
reggae sounds of Carlos Jones started to 
fl ow through me.  I lost myself in the groove.  
People dig this guy.  There is something about 
him that is so real.  It was so unexpected to 
see this kind of island soul coming out of 
Cleveland Ohio.  I bought into it 100%.  This 
was real reggae and Carlos Jones is the real 
deal.  I have seen others make a mockery of it, 
I have seen others hold their own but I have 
never seen something this authentic and real 
up close like this....The crowd was a mix of 
all creeds and colors dancing to the sound of 
this deep funky island music.  If you weren’t at 
least bobbing your heads to this beat you had 
no soul.  They say music can bring unity and 
peace.  I am hear to say Jones and his band 
write the soundtrack for that concept.”
Jason Burchaski - 52 Weeks of Cleveland
  
For more information on Carlos Jones, go to:   
www.carlosjones.com
           
         Opening act – One World Tribe – is a 
9-piece group out of Erie, Pa. that performs 
music in a variety of genres including reg-
gae, funk, hip-hop, latin, jazz, and afro-beat.  
Founded in 1994 by keyboard player Ken-
nedy Thompson (a former member of the Erie 
Philharmonic and Chamber Orchestra), the 
group has received grants from the Penn-
sylvania Performing Artists on Tour.  The 
groups’ performance last year at Wade Oval 
in Cleveland, saw one of the biggest crowds 

of the season.  Lead singer – Preach Freedom 
– is also the percussionist in the group Rusted 
Root.  One World Tribe was signed by Little 
Fish Records last year and released their back 
catalogue on the digital download platform.  
For more information, go to www.oneworld-
tribe.com

Tropidelic Announce Return With New 
Line-Up
        Little Fish Records artist Tropidelic has 
confi rmed that after a temporary hiatus in late 
2011 the Northeast Ohio reggae-rock band has 
reformed. The new line-up includes returning 
lead vocalist Matthew Roads and DJ Mekadog 
with the addition of guitarist Anthony Fritz, 
bassist David “Pags” Paglisotti and drummer 
Grayson Latimore.
       The band is currently working on new ma-
terial with engineer-producer Cary Crichlow 
of RCR Recording Studios. Crichlow has 
previously contributed to the recent release 
of labelmate Carlos Jones. An EP release is 
planned for this summer.
         Tropidelic will perform for the fi rst time 
under their new line-up on March 14 at the 
House of Blues as direct support for acclaimed 
Sublime tribute Badfi sh. A series of concert 
and festival dates will follow. 
For More Information On Tropidelic: trop-
idelic.wordpress.com

Cleveland’s Conor Standish Wins John 
Lennon Songwriting Contest
        We all like surprises.  But imagine the 
surprise felt by Conor Standish, lead singer 
and songwriter of up and coming Cleveland 
band The Burning River Ramblers, when he 
found out his mom (who is also the band’s 
manager), Kelly Standish, had entered his 
song (and a track on BRR’s debut album), 
“Stranger on the Street,” in the John Lennon 
Songwriting Contest’s Valentine’s Day Love 
Song Contest—and that he had won the grand 
prize.  
         “I was ecstatic when I found out the 
news,” said Conor.  “I had heard about the 
JLSC but never thought I’d be able to win any 
sort of contest that was involved with it.  This 
is the fi rst award I’ve ever won for something 
musical and I’m extremely grateful that my 
fi rst one is the JLSC. I couldn’t be happier.”
         As the grand prizewinner, Conor 
receives a new M-Box and ProTools from 
Avid, a microphone from Audio-Technica and 
an Epi Dot Guitar from Epiphone. The song 

is automatically entered into JLSC’s annual 
songwriting contest, culminating in May, 
2013.  That contest awards a $20,000 cash 
prize and an opportunity to participate in the 
Vans Warped tour.
        It’s already been a whirlwind year for 
BRR, as they were named one of the “Top 
25 Bands to Watch” by the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer this past summer.  They also released 
their debut in the summer of 2011, and con-
tinue to build their fan base regionally around 
Cleveland and at Ohio University where some 
of the band members attend. 
         The band plays a breezy, funky, Jack 
Johnson-ishalterna-pop that, not surprisingly, 
is extremely popular with college age crowds.  
But now a little national recognition from 
the JLSC win should widen BRR’s audience 
even more.  “I am absolutely thrilled,” said 
Kelly.  “But then, that song has always been 
my favorite.”
 
For more information, please visit www.
reverbnation.com/theburningriverramblers
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for Brian Henke

        The other day I decided to look back on 
many of the past articles to see if I could come 
up with one I haven’t talked about before. 
Then I realized that I have not spoken much 
about repairing stringed instruments in the 
“bow” family. That would include violins, 
violas, cellos, basses, etc. Even though these 
types of instruments are not my main stay, I 
fi nd myself fi xing and setting up on an aver-
age of two or three a month, 
sometimes a few more. I just 
fi xed three of them last week so 
seemed like an appropriate time 
to write about them.
          One nice thing about the 
bowed instruments is that they 
have been “standardized”. This 
means that all of their dimen-
sions have been set to a very 
strict standard so that the sizes 
of each instrument, starting 
with the ½ size violin all the 
way up to the 4/4 Bass have had 
specifi c dimensions dedicated 
to each size in the family. The 
length of each fi ngerboard to 
the height of each string to the 
proper placement of the bridge 
to the height of the string of the 
nut, so on and so on. So, by having access to 
these measurements and doing a few simple 
repairs it is easy to become a violin expert 
(not really).  The study of these beautiful in-
struments could easily take several lifetimes.
            A book that has been an indispens-
able tool for me is “Useful Measurements” 
by Henry Strobel. This author has a series of 
great books on the different methods of con-
struction and countless repair techniques of 
all of the bowed instruments including cellos 
and basses. There is also a boat load of good 
reference books on methods of construction 
from the violin makers of the 17th to the 21st 
century “Masters” such as Amati, Guanarei, 
and of course Stradivarius and many others. 
After spending hundreds of dollars and lots 
of time reading these books I felt it was time 
to get my hands dirty with some repairs. I had 
two older violins in need of repair and decided 
to use these as my “Guinea pigs” 
            One of the most common repairs that 
a lot of violins suffer from is the tuning Pegs.  

After long periods of constant tension the pegs 
tend to pull the hole in the headstock out of 
round. The constant tuning and pressing the 
peg too hard into the peghole can eventually 
wear it out. What must be done is that the 
hole must be reamed out to make the holes 
on either side of the peghead to be perfectly 
matched with a tapered reamer. These tools 
are not cheap. They usually start at about 

100.00 dollars. Then the peg must be run 
through a matching “peg shaper” which cost’s 
another additional $100.00 and after about 3-4 
violins (or 8-12 pegs) you can start to get the 
feel for how the peg is to fi t properly in the 
peghead so that it doesn’t slip or bind while 
tuning the strings. I don’t know of any other 
method, other than spending the money for 
the proper tooling to do the job correctly. It 
also takes some patience and some learned 
dexterity to not overdo the reaming process 
because it is all too easy to ream the peghead 
out to large and then you would have a new 
problem to deal with. I have done this process 
to well over 30 violins, about 8 violas and a 
few cellos. I actually really enjoy the process 
and the end result of producing a beautifully 
fi tted peg. When a violin’s pegs are operat-
ing correctly there is really no need for the 
small “fi ne tuners” that are commonly found 
on some new and inexpensive violins. There 
is nothing wrong with using these, because 
they are much easier to use than the pegs if 

you’re just slightly out of tune. It’s just in the 
old days it was looked down upon because 
the student should have the knowledge and 
experience to tune his or her instrument the 
“proper” way. The instrument was to always 
be in tip top shape. This “old school” of 
thought was usually easier to accomplish on a 
well made, expensive violin, but it is not the 
case with the vast majority of student quality 

instruments.  
           Another common repair is 
the proper fi tting of a new bridge. 
Often the small, thin maple bridges 
will give way to the pressure and 
constant vibration of the string 
movement and either warp badly or 
even snap in two. If you can imagine 
the energy that is transferred from 
the strings to the body of the violin 
with every stroke of the bow it is 
easy to understand why they need 
replacing every so often. The many 
different time signatures and vari-
able pressures that each stroke of 
the bow must perform to be able to 
create the beautiful tones that the 
violin and cellos produce play hard 
on the bridge; this is the heart of the 
instrument. Without its proper place-

ment and fi tting it is very diffi cult to get a 
quality tone out of even the best instruments. 
It is critical that the feet of the bridge fi t fi rmly 
on the belly of the violin. This is how the 
sound is transferred to the body through the 
soundpost, to the back and then back out the f 
holes. We will discuss the fi tting and shaping 
of the bridge in the next issue of the Voice.
        I would like to remind everyone about 
the upcoming “Repair Classes” that are start-
ing in March . Please check for more info at 
www.wood-n-strings.net. Classes are starting 
to fi ll up and there is limited space per class 
call (440-474-2141) or sign up on the website 
for registration.
        
Thanks Again!  
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings / Liam Guitars

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Saturday, March 10th
The Wing Warehouse

9:00 til Midnight
 

Saturday, March 31st
Willoughby VFW
Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser - $18
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For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD

“Debut De La Fin”
is now available

on itunes!

Musically Grand Band
Email: MusicallyGrand@aol.com

MUSICALLY
GRAND
BAND

Weddings
Corporate Events

Anniversaries
Birthdays

Yacht Clubs
Country Clubs

& All Your
Special

Occasions!

Weds. Feb. 22: Winery at Spring Hill 6-9pm -Duo
Thurs. Feb. 23: Del Sangro's Ristorante 8-11pm -Solo 
Sun. Feb. 26: Winery at Spring Hill 2:30-5:30pm -Solo 
Fri. Mar. 2: Ferrante Winery & Ristorante 6-9:30pm -Solo 
Sun. Mar. 4: Slovenian Workman's Home Waterloo 3-7pm -Trio
The Musically Grand Band is available as a solo, duo or 

trio combination.  They are a very versatile group 
playing a variety of music in a variety of venues.
One night they may play all pop & rock music,

the next night all jazz, the next all polka, etc.
Please see their website schedule for the type of music 
for each venue they play.  You can also sign up to be on 

their bi-monthly Email newsletter. Log on to: 
MusicallyGrandBand.com for more information.

AGES 3-18
 Ballet
 Jazz
 Tap
 Contemporary
 Hip-Hop

ADULTS
 Ballet
 Tap
 Hip-Hop
Zumba
Ballroom

(440) 428-6666

www.tcsdance.com
2656 Hubbard Rd. 

Trailer Choir Returns to 
Jewels Dance Hall March 10th

        Trailer Choir is a country music duo 
composed of vocalists Vinny Hickerson and 
northeast Ohio native Marc Fortney, known 
by their respective stage names Big Vinny 
and Butter. The 
group began as 
trio in 2004 with 
Crystal Hoyt 
and was signed 
to Show Dog 
Nashville, a label 
owned by Toby 
Keith, in 2006. 
After recording 
the song “Off the 
Hillbilly Hook” for 
the soundtrack to 
Keith’s fi lm Beer 
for My Horses, 
Trailer Choir 
charted the singles “What Would You Say”, 
“Rockin’ the Beer Gut” and “Rollin’ Through 
the Sunshine” on the Billboard Hot Country 
Songs charts. These singles were followed 
by an extended play called Off the Hillbilly 
Hook and an album called Tailgate.
        The fi rst time that Trailer Choir played 
Jewel’s Dance Hall the North Coast Voice was 
there and it was an awesome show! Our Kickin 
it Country writer at that time, Andrea Razavi, 
caught up with the group that night and pulled 
together a great interview. The following are a 
couple of excerpts from that interview:
        Talking with Butter, lead band member 
of Trailer Choir, is like talking to a home-
town friend in your backyard. Growing up in 
Ashtabula; family, good times and backyard 
barbecues, fueled the dreams that became a 
reality for this singer and songwriter who had 
to work repairing chimneys on music row, to 
pay the bills while trying to make a name for 
himself.  “I wanted to create music that talks 
about feeling good”. “Our music will take your 
mind off your troubles; it celebrates life.”
        It was Butter’s father’s insisting he take 
guitar lessons in high school that made a dif-
ference. “I was a baseball player in high school 
and I love sports;” “I thought one day, I’m 
going to play for The Cleveland Indians”. “But 
my senior year, that all changed”.  Those guitar 
lessons and his love for music brought a bigger 
picture to the home plate. He had a change of 
heart. The fi rst musician in his family, Butter 

headed to Nashville to try to make his dreams 
a reality.  “It wasn’t easy”, he continues. 
“When you’re in Nashville, it’s the biggest 
challenge you can imagine…you live with big 

sacrifi ces, accepting 
what you don’t have, 
leaving your comfort 
zone, leaving family.”
          Butter de-
scribes performing 
on stage with such 
passion, “I’ve been 
performing a long 
time and I love it, but 
I also love to write.” 
With hit songs like, 
“Off the Hillbilly-
hook” and “Rockn’ 
the beer gut”, it’s 
easy to see why this 

band is so much fun.
         Trailer Choir had recently signed with 

Toby Keith’s Show Dog Nashville record 
label when that interview took place. A lot has 
changed since then. More music and touring 
of course but some life changes for the mem-
bers have also transpired.
Fortney married Emily Robertson of Carter’s 
Chord in September 2010
On February 1, 2011, Trailer Choir announced 
that Crystal Hoyt has left the group to pursue 
other interests. 
In November 2011, Trailer Choir released a 
new single called “Love Me First” through 
their own Hollaville Records.
In late 2011, Hickerson entered the television 
competition The Biggest Loser
        The opening and closing band for the 
March 10th show is Small Town Revolution 
from Erie. See more about STR at smalltown-
rocks.com or fi nd them on Facebook. Visit 
trailerchoir.com for fan and tour info plus a 
lot of other fun stuff but as far as the Jewel’s 
Dance Hall Show, get your tickets early.
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        Redneck Incorporated is 
considered a current and classic country rock 
band and has been together about 3 years. 
Originally, the band was named Copperhead 
Slinger, which was a bull that a rider had a 
perfect score on in competition, but the band 
then decided to come up with a name that kind 
of says it all! Since we live in Ohio, it is hard 
to claim you are downhome country, but you 
sure as the hell can be a Redneck!
       Redneck Inc loves original material. In 
fact, the band was constructed initially to be 
an original project, but they thought the best 
way to reach the most amount of people con-
sistently is to do full cover nights and grow as 
a band together. Joe is the songwriter in the 
band and is a member of the Nashville Song-
writer’s Association. He has a desire to be a 
professional songwriter full-time and has writ-
ten dozens and dozens of songs. They do play 
some of them from show to show. 

Members of Redneck Incorporated are: 
Joe: Vocals, Bass, Acoustic, Banjo, and 
Songwriter

and bass. He was recently bestowed with the 
C.E.C. Cleveland Icon Award for teacher of 
the year.

Scott: Drums and Percussion
Scott has been playing drums and percussion 
for 28 years. He has taught and played profes-
sionally in the area for more than 16 years. 
He is a great talent and anchors the rhythm 
section of Redneck Incorporated. Scott also 
plays steel drums, which are featured in one of 
Redneck Incorporated’s original songs!

Rob: Keyboard
Rob has been playing keyboards ever since 
he can remember. After 6 years as a ballpark 
organist for the Cleveland Indians, Rob fi nds 
himself at his best performing for large groups 
of fans in varying levels of intoxication. In 
addition to his love of country music, he also 
leads a band of talented musicians at weekly 
church services in Strongsville. (Ladies, don’t 
be fooled, this is a bad boy!)

Kris: Acoustic Guitar and Vocals
Ever since Kris was just a kid, her mom had 

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL!

Join Dave Hatfield
& Coach Brad Ellis

for Live Coverage of the Best
in High School Basketball!

HOME OF CLEVELAND CAVS & OSU BUCKEYES BASKETBALL!

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL
PLAYOFF ACTION STARTSMonday, February 27th 

 
Monday, February 27th

Tuesday, February 28th

Friday, March 2nd

F b 27th

After playing in rock bands and clubs over the 
years, Joe grew tired of the rock scene and fell 
in love with the country music he was raised 
on. He has been a songwriter for many years 
and has started his own publishing company 
called 6 Mile Music Publishing to provide 
songs for some of Nashville’s biggest stars.

Erin: Fiddle, Mandolin, and Vocals
Erin has been playing the fi ddle since she was 
8 years old following in the tradition of her 
grandfather and great-grandfather, who made 
the violin she plays now. Classically trained 
and a love for the fi ddle and country music, 
Erin is a big part of what Redneck Incorpo-
rated has become. Her vocals allow the band 
to play some of today’s favorite female songs, 
and she is having a blast doing it.

KB: Guitar, Harmonica, Banjo, and Vocals
KB has a music degree and graduated Cum 
Laude from Cuyahoga Community College. 
He has a Cleveland Icon award from the 
Cleveland Entertainment Coalition. Not only 
does he love playing and building guitars, but 
he shares his knowledge by teaching guitar 

to turn up the radio every time John Den-
ver’s “Country Roads” came on the radio. 
She would sing at the top of her voice in the 
backseat of the car. Performing music became 
a reality for her when she got her fi rst guitar 
in her early adult years, and Kris has been 
rockin’ and two steppin’ ever since. She loves 
Kenny, Keith, Alan, and Patsy Cline. A good 
old fashioned REDNECK woman!
        Erin updated us on what the band is do-
ing outside of their gig schedule, “We should 
have a couple singles coming out early spring 
and are shooting for a full-length album re-
lease sometime after. (Date to be determined) 
One of the songs we are working on is Sand in 
My Shorts, which was performed live on the 
Brian Kelly show on WKKY Country.” (It’s 
on YouTube.)

Current schedule for March is:
March 2, 2012 at the Hooley House in Mentor
March 17, 2012 back at Jewels Dance Hall for 
St. Patrick’s Day!
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$3.00 burgers all night

  

Line Dance Lessons $

40¢ Wing Night 
$3 Burgers All Night! 

at

Call us or Stop in for all your
     Special Event  & Party Needs!

Bilicic’s Busy Mart

Tents     Tables     Chairs     Keg Coolers

Phone: 440.466.9111
Fax: 440.466.7222

NO EVENT
TOO BIG OR

SMALL!

Authorized Dealer

Hand Crafted  Wax Chips, Shaped Like Leaves and Flowers
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

Sullivan’s Irish Pub 
Lakewood

after St. Patrick’s Parade

Oscars 2012
        OK, I’m already pissed off at the glut at 
Best Picture but since deadline is before the 
Oscars I’m stuck with the predictions as they 
are.
        I think the politically correct THE HELP, 
while not really being Oscar worthy, will get 
a couple in best actress and supporting actress 
for Viola Davis and Octavia Spencer. Meryl 
Streep again owns the year’s best performance 
as Maggie Thatcher. But......
         Supporting actor looks to be Christopher 
Plummer for BEGINNERS, one that I missed. 
His close competition is Max Von Sydow 
and both nominations may be augmented by 
longevity.
        Best actor, according to the oddsmakers 
is George Clooney for THE DESCENDANTS, 
and if he wins will be a purely political gift for 
a mediocre performance in a mediocre fi lm. 
Jean Dujardin in THE ARTIST deserves the 
win.
        I’d like to see THE ARTIST take best 
picture and that’s what I’m betting on.
Michel Hazanavicius deserves and will likely 
take best director though Scorcese might 
surprise us.
       Woody Allen gets gold for the MID-
NIGHT IN PARIS screenplay.
Place your bets. Oops. Too late……
WSS

Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close
Warner Bros/Paramount    PG 13   140 min
      Friends it’s been years since I’ve hated an 
Academy Award nominee as bad as this. 
It was Sofi a Coppola’s LOST IN TRANSLA-
TION and I’m not at all sure which of the two 
I liked least. Don’t get me wrong; these fi lms 
aren’t bad after the fashion of say, BRONX 
WARRIORS 1990 or MESSAGE FROM 
SPACE but bad in the most embarrassingly 
self-important and pompous way you could 
imagine.
          First I’m upset with myself for not 
thinking of the tag “Extremely long and 
incredibly boring” but I heard that from a 
couple of fellow audience members as we left 
the theater.
Here’s a summary. Thomas Horn is a preco-

cious child named 
Oskar. He has a special 
relationship with his 
quirky but 
(supposedly) 
loveable father 
(Tom Hanks) 
and almost 
none with 
mom (Sandra 
Bullock). 
          He and dad 
play brain games 
as the boy must 
decipher dad’s clues 
in a never ending 
search for the mysteri-
ous sixth borough of 
NYC. One day dad has 
to attend a meeting at 
the World Trade Center 
and the date happens 
to be September 11. 
Devastated by the loss 
Oskar sets off on an 
epic quest to unlock 
whatever secret 
might lie with a 
key he’s found 
among his father’s 
effects. On the 
envelope is one 
word “black.”
         For some 
reason he 
decides he must 
personally visit 
every resident 
of the area with 
that same surname. 
He’ll enlist the aid of an 
aged lodger in his grandmother’s home both of 
whom refugees from the Dresden fi rebombing. 
Though the old fellow is unable to speak they 
will learn to share a bond and a secret.
The quest is basically nonsense and made 
worse by Horn’s acting or at least the direc-
tion. Is he autistic? Savant? It’s hard to tell 
but he really is an annoying pain in the ass. In 
what passes for a cathartic ending everyone’s 
lives are supposed to have been touched by 
his search though what little there was seemed 
forced an insignifi cant to me.
And the reconciliation with his mother is 

By Westside Steve Simmons

as unbelievable as the relationship with his 
father.
        I’m sure this pretention will be mistaken 
for brilliance by some. Not me.

D

The Descendants
Fox Searchlight  R  110 min.
         Another Academy Award nominee and 
yet another disappointment. 
        I really don’t like this new system of 
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nominating ten fl icks for best picture. It’s 
hard enough to fi nd fi ve worthy of a golden 
statue and now it seems there’s more leeway 
than ever to toss a bone or to toss an honor to 
someone for political (within the industry) or 
other reasons other than a great fi lm.
I certainly didn’t dislike THE DESCEN-
DANTS as badly as I did EXTREMELY but 
despite a couple unconventional turns it just 
barely made it to the deep end of the medioc-
rity pool.
        I’d expected a lot more too. SIDEWAYS 
was an offbeat gem and Clooney is powerful 
enough to refuse any weak script. Maybe he 
saw something in it that I didn’t. And maybe 
his stature in the industry drew more weight as 
to the nomination. 
        Here he’s Matt King, an attorney and 
the administrator of a trust that controls many 
acres of pristine Hawaiian property.  It’s worth 
many millions to all of the family members 
who stand to split that up, but the fi nal deci-
sion rests with him.
        They are the descendants of one of the 
last members of Hawaii’s royal clan though 
none look like they have any Polynesian 
blood. His troubles keeping the trustees happy 
are dwarfed by those involved with his family.
His wife, who he’s just found out has been un-
faithful, is in a coma and about to die. It seems 
that everyone has been aware of that but him, 
but most importantly his oldest daughter 
who’s rebelling.
       With his two daughters and the eldest’s 
surfer dude boyfriend Matt sets off to locate 
and confront his wife’s paramour.
       I’ll admit there are some interesting twists 
and turns here but just not quite enough to 
ease the boredom and the lack of charisma all 
around.
       Again this isn’t a terrible fl ick, just not 
up to what I think an Oscar winner should be. 
Nor is it up to what a mega star like Clooney 
should select and well short of the emotional 
catharsis this material might have had.

C+

The Secret World of 
Arrietty
Disney  G   94 min
        Ok, enough of these self-indulgent ar-
tistes in Tinseltown. 
        I’m rarely wrong as I repeat the maxim 
that the gang at Mouse Central can do no 
wrong. Well, hardly ever.
       I know there’s a well-known children’s 
series called The Borrowers and I believe this 
animated fi lm is taken from that.

       The “borrowers” are a tiny race of people 
who live in nooks and hidden places often 
within the homes of us regular size folk, or as 
they call us “beings.”
       The stealthy little buggers roam their sur-
roundings secretly snitching the small amount 
of goods they need to live. They live in 
constant danger of being spotted by the large 
people whose natural curiosity would surely 
make their lives miserable.
        In this chapter young borrower Arrietta 
has been noticed by a couple of beings. One, 
Shawn, is a teen boy sent to stay with rela-
tives awaiting treatment for a weak heart. The 
other, Hara, is a nosy and somewhat unpleas-
ant housekeeper bent on rooting out the little 
people once and for all.
       Hiromasa Yonebayashi (I’m guessing 
that’s not a Gaelic name) is the guy behind 
this fl ick and apparently this version is the US 
version.
        A fun thing about animation is that a 
new sound track makes a brand new fi lm for 
whatever language you pick. The US version 
includes Amy Pohler Bridgit Mendler and 
Carol Burnett in the voice cast.
        If I were to pick a bone here I don’t sup-
pose this will be a huge favorite of American 
children who seem to like more action noise 
and pop music to hold their attention.
         ARRIETTY is pretty to look at and the 
quasi Celtic music is lovely, but there isn’t any 
hip hop and no explosions.
I liked the panoramic artwork and the relaxed 
pacing.
       My fi rst theater choice greeted me with 
nearly 30 little kids and a handful of adults 
yapping like the primate cage at the zoo so I 
hopped into the car and made a later show on 
the other side of town.
       I think that was a wise choice as I could 
enjoy the movie and not risk incarceration for 
strangling any 8 year olds.

B+

WSS
Email - westsidesteve@aol.com
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By Pete Roche

Van Halen releases 

“A Diff erent Kind of Truth”

        It’s been fi fteen years since Van Halen 
issued a studio album, and almost twice as 
long since cutting their last with charismatic, 
karate-kicking front man David Lee Roth.  
The Diamond One allegedly ditched the Cali-
fornia quartet for movie stardom after touring 
the multiplatinum masterpiece 1984. But 
when his Hollywood plans fell short, Dave 
returned to basics, releasing the terrifi c, if 
atypical, covers EP (Crazy from the Heat) and 
two worthwhile full-lengths with acrobatic 
super-shredders Steve Vai and Billy Sheehan 
(Eat ‘em and Smile, Skyscraper).  Meanwhile, 
brothers Eddie (guitar) and Alex (drums) Van 
Halen soldiered on with Sammy Hagar at the 
wheel of their hit-making motor machine.  
The slick 80’s “Van Hagar” sound irked some 

old school fans, but won 
over just as many new 
listeners; the history books 
attest VH achieved even 
more commercial success 
than before with the “Red 
Rocker.”  
        Grunge overtook me-
lodic metal in the Nirvana 
nineties, and neither Roth 
nor Van Halen could fl our-
ish in a market overcrowd-
ed with loud, temperamen-
tal rock newcomers and 
bad-boy rappers.  Roth’s 
solo efforts became so 
progressively weak that the 
“Panama” singer eventually 
threw in the towel and took 
a day job as an EMT.  He 
also stinted as morning disc 

jockey for 92.3 Radio Free 
in New York, where the 
daredevil son of a Jewish 
doctor spent his leisure fl y-
ing helicopters and writing 
an autobiography.
         Hagar left Van Halen 
following 1995’s lackluster 
Balance, and replacement 
Gary Cherone (Extreme) 
didn’t survive 5150 boot 
camp long enough to make 
amends for the largely 
forgettable Van Halen 
III.  Both Roth and Hagar 
checked in to track a couple 
new songs for compilations 
released in 1996 (The Best 
Of: Volume One) and 2004 
(Best of Both Worlds), but 
the brothers VH devoted 

most of the 90s and 00s slamming their 
ex-singers in the press.  The front men were 
only too happy to return to favor, going so far 
as to join forces in 2002 for a “Sans Halen” 
package tour.  Then health problems overtook 
Eddie, who endured hip replacement, cancer 
treatment, and (more) alcohol rehabilitation.  
When Van Halen was fi nally inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the only two 
guys who showed up for the party—Hagar 
and Michael Anthony—weren’t even in the 
band anymore.  A major tour with Roth was 
announced in 2007, but few imagined Eddie 
and Dave would be able to avoid pissing each 
other off for any appreciable amount of time.  
We held our breath and waited for the wheels 
to come fl ying off.
        But this time there was no train wreck.  
The band packed arenas and put on consis-
tently solid, hits-centric shows for almost 
two years, using the jaunt to initiate Eddie’s 
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cherub-faced 17-year old son Wolfgang as the 
group’s bassist.  The newly remarried guitarist 
then informed us his son would fi nish high 
school before he’d consider (gasp) a new 
album.    
        “Say ya missed me!” Roth jives on A 
Different Kind of Truth, echoing a lyric from 
“Hot for Teacher.”  “Say it like ya mean it!”
       Yes, Waldo, it’s time for another Van 
Halen disc—their twelfth, and fi rst for Inter-
scope Records.  And along with his pen-sull 
Dave’s brought in a decade of sublimated 
carnival barker enthusiasm and a gumball 
machine’s worth of bite-sized Zen epithets 
to let fl y.  This reviewer wasn’t the only one 
concerned when the band teased new single, 
“Tattoo,” in mid-January, following a hush-
hush intimate performance at a NYC pub once 
owned by Dave’ uncle.  The middling rocker 
wasn’t anything to write home about after so 
much time away.  But more on that later.  
       Fortunately, in what was probably the 
endgame of some clever marketing, the fi rst 
taste of Truth consisted of its weakest track; 
subsequent snippets posted on the band’s web-
site could only be better.  And they were.  
         Afi cionados already know the “new” 
VH album was constructed from leftover 
guitar riffs and vestigial pieces-parts written 
by Eddie three decades ago.  “Outta Space,” 
“Big River,” “Blood and Fire,” and yes, “Tat-
too,” are thus reconstitutions begotten by a 
composer’s cannibalization of his own work.  
Indeed, much of Truth existed in rough form 
on the well-circulated Zero Demos, whose 
1976 sessions were fi nanced by Gene Sim-
mons (KISS) to get the fl edgling group signed 
to Warner Brothers.  Many bands recycle old 
material for new records; each of the Roth-era 
LPs features one or two cuts written prior to 
their eponymous debut (e.g. “House of Pain” 
was originally recorded six or seven years 
before it landed on 1984).  But Truth marks 
the fi rst time in recent memory that a band has 
returned from so long a hiatus with a batch of 
tunes that will resonate immediately with die-
hard fans, who’ve been trading and tormenting 
the stuff for years.
         Re-recordings like “She’s the Woman” 
don’t sound remarkably different from their 
rough draft counterparts, minus (former bass-
ist) Mike Anthony’s sublime backing and har-
mony vocals. Truth showcases a multi-tracked 
Dave, which does the trick even if some of the 
old vibe is lacking without Mikey’s distinctive 
tenor.  And if Wolfgang really did play bass 
here (Eddie handled Anthony’s parts on disc 
from 1995 on), he did a marvelous job; the 
low end is solid and steady, his lines decorated 
by clever melodic fi lls—some of which even 
double his dad’s own not-so-easy to master 
hooks.
         Formerly known as “Down in Flames,” 
opening salvo “Tattoo” was not well-received 

when previewed online last month and wor-
ried those who’d been awaiting the Second 
Coming of Eddie.  Roth’s ode to ink culture, 
“Tattoo” lacks a memorable musical motif 
and refrain; the one-word chorus is instead 
hiccupped through electronic enhancers and 
backed by keyboards, and Dave’s wordplay 
(“mousewife to mom-shell in the time it takes 
to get that new tattoo”) isn’t enough to salvage 
the supposed comeback track.  At least not 
without an assist from Eddie, whose guitar 
solo here isn’t quite the eight bars of take-
your-head off shred we’d been longing for.
         A throwback from the club days, “She’s 
the Woman” makes a more fi tting start to 
the soundtrack of the Van Halen resurrec-
tion.  Boasting tight rhythms from Alex and 
nephew Wolf, the tune careens over Eddie’s 
chunky, overdriven chords and benefi ts from 
Uncle Dave’s irreverent machismo and fortune 
cookie Zen.  Another revisited classic, “Bullet 
Head,” likewise quickens the pulse, provides 
tonal menace, and—clocking in under three 
minutes—doesn’t overstay its welcome (its 
chorus also provides the album title).  “China 
Town” is Truth’s barnburner, a fresh-penned 
fi st-pumper that nonetheless harkens “Mean 
Street” (Fair Warning) with its seedy, red light 
district narrative, stuttering groove, and inven-
tive grab-bag soloing from Eddie.  “Blood and 
Fire” courses from the same melancholy veins 
that oozed “Little Guitars” and (Roth’s own) 
“Damn Good” into existence so many years 
ago; it’s a look-how-far-we’ve-come dose of 
nostalgia that bounces along Eddie’s bright, 
fi nger-plucked broken chords.
        In what probably marks the fi rst time 
since OU812 that we’ve heard an Alex Van 
Halen count-in on record, “As Is” fi nds 
Roth exploring the rags-to-riches allure 
of Tinseltown while Ed shifts gears from 
grunge to string-dancing speed metal.  “Hon-
eybabysweetiedoll” is Eddie Van Halen-does-
Joe Satriani, with the maestro employing 
feedback, static, and pick-slides as ambient 
segue to wah-drenched space rock.  There’s a 
crescendo and a sudden stop—at which point 
a solitary dog bark cues further psychedelic 
string abuse.  Titled “Let’s Get Rockin’” on 
the Zero demo, “Outta Space” is another 
meaty, hyperkinetic cut wherein Roth ponders 
our planet’s critical mass.  Overcrowding 
never sounded so good.
        Commencing with bluesy, front-porch 
swing acoustic guitar and coalescing into a 
full-tilt twelve-bar romp, “Stay Frosty” is 
“Ice Cream Man’s delinquent baby brother.  
But instead of milking frozen confections for 
double-entendre, Roth juxtaposes institutional-
ized religious dogma with armchair philoso-
phy, like a vaudevillian Robert Fulghum, or 
ADHD Descartes.  Reworked from oldie “Big 
Trouble,” the similarly-named “Big River” 
taps Van Halen’s swampy side in a thumping, 

“Running with the Devil” styled travelogue 
for rock ‘n roll croc hunters.  The time-shifting 
midsection devolves into a comfortably 
repeated chorus that channels the earthen 
essence of Doobie Brothers while laying a 
blanket for some fl eet-fi ngered outro guitar 
noodling.     
       Truth does have its weaknesses, apart 
from the aforementioned “Tattoo.”  Borne of 
castoff Eddie parts from the 1984 Eric Stoltz 
fi lm The Wild Life, “You And Your Blues” 
is little more than Roth referencing Allman 
Brothers, Rolling Stones, and other Jurassic 
jam-bands to more eloquently dismiss a de-
pressing paramour.  “The Trouble with Never” 
starts promisingly enough, but then barrels 
over the cliff of an anticlimactic chorus.  
“Beats Working” (retooled from “Put Out the 
Lights”) recalls the AC/DC slink of “Sucker 
in a Three-Piece” but sputters out, notwith-
standing a bass quote from The Beatles’ “Day 
Tripper.”   
        But most of the performances here are 
exciting and about as non-rote as can be for a 
trio of Creem Magazine silverbacks (and one 
young buck).  Someone must’ve unearthed 
a couple extra cans of mojo in Pasadena; the 
Dutch Boys are playing like they actually give 
a shit again, and it’s refreshing to hear VH do-
ing what they’re famous for with sincerity and 
earnest, rather than as self-parody.  Produced 
by Grammy-winner John Shanks (studio guru 

behind Miley Cyrus, Hilary Duff, and Kelly 
Clarkson), Truth is a polished, dense affair.  
Eddie ditched his variac voltage-boosted 
speaker cabs ages ago, and his signature 
“brown sound” Marshall has been supplanted 
by his own line of EVH amplifi ers.  Mr. Erup-
tion also favors his own custom axes over 
the Franken-strats he cobbled together in his 
twenties—but he’s still got that magic touch:  
You hear stuff like the frenetic hammer-on, 
pull-of intro to “China Town” or the snot-
nosed slurs, bends, and dive-bombs in “Bullet 
Head” and instinctively know the guitarist 
can’t be anyone but Eddie Van Halen.    
          Once known for his distinct, lock-up-
your-daughters banshee wail, Roth can’t hit 
the harrowing highs like he used to.  The voice 
that charged “Sinners Swing!” began waning 
with 1994’s Filthy Little Mouth, at which 
point Dave compensated either by singing 
lower more often, or by scatting like some 
coked-up used car salesman or auctioneer 
from a Flannery O’Connor novel.  It’s clear 
the 56-year old pushed himself on Truth—but 
it also sounds like he relished the challenge, 
proving to himself (if not to Eddie and his 
minions) he’s still got enough gas left in 
the tank to do VH justice.  And we do get a 
couple signature rasp-yells out of the former 
man-heathen, who dispenses enough pearls of 
deliciously witty wisdom on Truth to fashion a 
candy necklace. 
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~ Rick Ray

Part of my job is to analyze the whole world 
so you don’t have to!  You just keep reading 
my articles and you will fi nd I do a pretty 
good job of deciphering the oddities of our 
mere hu-man existence.

For instance I’ve made some rather disturb-
ingly odd observations during my frequent 
visits with Pops and Mumsie at the Geezer 
Patch.  As I trek throughout the patch the fi rst 
thing I take notice of is that I am completely 
surrounded by... confused people!

The building has several corridors with 
several rooms fi lled with several… confused 
people!  The Aid’s station in the center of 
the complex must be comprised of confused 
people too!

Ask them a question and they say; “I don’t 
know.”  Ask them who would know and they 
say; “I don’t know.” Ask them when will 
someone be here that knows and they say; 
“I don’t know.” I’ve been afraid to ask them 
why they don’t know because if they said; “I 
don’t know.” I would probably lose my mind!

Oh okay so they do take pretty good care 
of the Geezers but I just think it’s odd that 
nobody seems to know anything I ask about!  
At least they’re not saying “I don’t care”, then 
we’d be wrestling!

I’m about to mess with them and ask “What 
would be the last thing you 
thought about before you had 
the chance to think about what 
you would be thinking about 
after you realized that you re-
ally didn’t want to think about it 
in the fi rst place?”  Hey if they’re 
going to be confused might as well 
be for a good reason!

In the dining hall you’ll 
over hear confused con-
versations like; “Why 
are you here?”  Then 
someone answers, “I am 
Napoleon, so the doctor 

told me to come here.” “Well how do you 
know that you’re Napoleon?” “God told me 
I was.”  Then from the other side of the room 
someone shouts; “NO I DIDN’T!”

Heh Heh had to throw that one in there.

Another confusing thing I’ve noticed at the 
Geezer Patch is that all the residents poop 
smells the same!  

This is truly baffl ing and NO… I do not go 
around smelling Geezer Butts, I think that’s 
illegal, it’s just every time I visit there some-
one is… well pooping themselves leaving a 
god awful foul bouquet of Geezer Sewer Gas 
crawling in the air and it’s not from the same 
room every time either!  

So either all Geezer poop smells the same or 
there’s one confused sick twisted Geezer go-
ing around randomly pooping in all the other 
Geezers’ rooms!  It is a mystery…

The Geezer Patch isn’t the only place I 
encounter confused people.  Oh no there are 
confused people everywhere and if I don’t fi nd
any confused people in a crowd I will make 
some!  You see as long as confused people are 
confused there is no confusion of the fact that 
they are confused so they are docile and can-
not harm anyone!

However some confused people become 
unconfused and upset the confus-

ing people balance and so my 
services are again required to 

re-confuse the unconfused or else 
they won’t be allowed to vote!  
Got it?

~ Snarp
www.foggyblogg.com

Confused People!
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Friday, Feb. 24th 
Whooz Playin 

Saturday, Feb. 25th 
Dennis Ford 

 
Friday, March 2nd 

Dennis Ford 
Saturday, March 3rd 

Hatrick 
 

Friday, March 9th 
2 Aces 

Saturday, March 10th 
Little Noise 

 
 

Music plays on Friday 7-11 p.m.;  
Saturday  3:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY. 
 

Friday, Feb. 24th- Hatrick 
Saturday, Feb. 25th-Light of Day   

Friday, March 2nd-Relay Band  
Saturday, March 3rd-Castaways  

 

Friday, March 9th, Next Best Thing 
Sat., March 10th, Brick House Blues  

 

Friday, March 16th, Forsythe Band 
Sat., March 17th, Stone River Band 

 
 

Music plays Friday & Saturday  
from 7:30-10:30 p.m.  

&  some Sundays from 4-7. 
 

 


