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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

Visit us at www.visitconneautohio.com
440-593-2402

Lighthouse Cruisers Cruise-Ins!
Conneaut Township Park

 Conneaut Railroad Museum
Open Memorial Day Weekend thru Labor Day

Friday Night Racing at Raceway Seven

Perch Fry & Jug Day
Markko Vineyard

        There are many stories as to its actual 
beginnings, with over two dozen cities and 
towns laying claim to being the birthplace 
of Memorial Day. While Waterloo N.Y. was 
offi cially declared the birthplace of Memo-
rial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in May 
1966, it’s diffi cult to prove conclusively the 
origins of the day. It is more likely that it had 
many separate beginnings; each of those towns 
and every planned or spontaneous gathering 
of people to honor the war dead in the 1860’s 
tapped into the general human need to honor 
our dead, each contributed honorably to the 
growing movement that culminated in Gen Lo-
gan giving his offi cial proclamation in 1868. It 
is not important who was the very fi rst, what is 
important is that Memorial Day was estab-
lished. Memorial Day is not about division. 
It is about reconciliation; it is about coming 
together to honor those who gave their all.
        Memorial Day was offi cially proclaimed 
on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, 
national commander of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and was fi rst observed on 30 May 
1868, when fl owers were placed on the graves 
of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington 
National Cemetery. The fi rst state to offi -
cially recognize the holiday was New York in 
1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the 
northern states. The South refused to acknowl-
edge the day, honoring their dead on separate 
days until after World War I (when the holiday 
changed from honoring just those who died 
fi ghting in the Civil War to honoring Ameri-
cans who died fi ghting in any war). It is now 
celebrated in almost every State on the last 
Monday in May (passed by Congress with the 
National Holiday Act of 1971 to ensure a three 
day weekend for Federal holidays) though sev-
eral southern states have an additional separate 
day for honoring the Confederate war dead: 
January 19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10 in 
South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson Davis’ 
birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.
        Traditional observance of Memorial Day 
has diminished over the years. Many Ameri-
cans nowadays have forgotten the meaning 
and traditions of Memorial Day. At many cem-
eteries, the graves of the fallen are increasingly 
ignored, neglected. Most people no longer 
remember the proper fl ag etiquette for the day. 
While there are towns and cities that still hold 
Memorial Day parades, many have not held a 
parade in decades. Some people think the day 
is for honoring any and all dead, and not just 
those fallen in service to our country.
        There are a few notable exceptions. Since 
the late 50’s on the Thursday before Memorial 
Day, the 1,200 soldiers of the 3rd U.S. Infantry 
place small American fl ags at each of the 
more than 260,000 gravestones at Arlington 
National Cemetery. They then patrol 24 hours 
a day during the weekend to ensure that each 
fl ag remains standing. In 1951, the Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts of St. Louis began plac-
ing fl ags on the 150,000 graves at Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery as an annual 

Good Turn, a practice that continues to this 
day. More recently, beginning in 1998, on the 
Saturday before the observed day for Memorial 
Day, the Boys Scouts and Girl Scouts place a 
candle at each of approximately 15,300 grave 
sites of soldiers buried at Fredericksburg and 
Spotsylvania National Military Park. And in 
2004, Washington D.C. held its fi rst Memorial 
Day parade in over 60 years.
        To help re-educate and remind Americans 
of the true meaning of Memorial Day, the 
“National Moment of Remembrance” resolu-
tion was passed on Dec 2000 which asks that 
at 3 p.m. local time, for all Americans “To 
voluntarily and informally observe in their own 
way a Moment of remembrance and respect, 
pausing from whatever they are doing for a 
moment of silence or listening to ‘Taps.”
The Moment of Remembrance is a step in the 
right direction to returning the meaning back 
to the day. What is needed is a full return to the 
original day of observance. Set aside one day 
out of the year for the nation to get together to 
remember, refl ect and honor those who have 
given their all in service to their country.
        An American Tradition Honoring Our 
Servicemen and Women Live on PBS from 
the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol!
Sunday, May 27th, from 8:00 to 9:30 pm ET 
On the eve of Memorial Day, a star-studded 
line-up will grace the stage for one of PBS’ 
highest-rated programs. The multi award-
winning television event has truly become 
an American tradition, honoring the military 
service and sacrifi ce of all our men and women 
in uniform, their families at home and those 
who have made the ultimate sacrifi ce for our 
country.
        The program is co-hosted for the 
seventh year by Tony Award-winner Joe 
Mantegna (“Criminal Minds”) and Emmy 
Award-winner Gary Sinise (“CSI: New York”), 
two acclaimed actors who have dedicated 
themselves to veteran’s causes and supporting 
troops in active service. They will be joined 
by an all-star line-up including: distinguished 
American leader Colin L. Powell USA (Ret.); 
the multi-platinum rock band Daughtry; 
nine-time Grammy award-winner, singer 
and songwriter Natalie Cole; country music 
superstar Trace Adkins; “American Idol” fi nal-
ist Jessica Sanchez; Emmy, Oscar and Tony 
award-winning actress Ellen Burstyn; Emmy 
and Golden Globe award-winning actor and 
Vietnam veteran Dennis Franz; celebrated fi lm 
and television actress Selma Blair; and world 
renowned tenor Russell Watson; in perfor-
mance with the National Symphony Orches-
tra under the direction of top pops conduc-
tor Jack Everly.
The concert is broadcast live on PBS and live 
via American Forces Network to the nearly 
one million American service men and women, 
Department of Defense civilians and their 
families overseas, stationed at bases in 175 
countries, as well as 140 U.S. Navy ships at 
sea.
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6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD “Debut De La Fin”
is now available on itunes!

Sat. May 26

Pickled Pepper
Geneva-on-the-Lake
9 to 1am
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5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-2:30am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and

cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.
Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-2:00AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES!

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks Monday-Thursday (Holidays Exlcuded)

Fri. May 25th: Cadillac Lilly & Fred Barringer 8p - 12a...DJ and Karaoke to follow.
Sat. May 26th: DJ and Karaoke 8p - 2a.
Sun. May 27th: Mark Kelley and Gene Lewis 2p - 6p...DJ and Karaoke 6p-2a.

AGES 3-18
 Ballet
 Jazz
 Tap
 Contemporary
 Hip-Hop

ADULTS
 Ballet
 Tap
 Hip-Hop
Zumba
Ballroom

(440) 428-6666

www.tcsdance.com
2656 Hubbard Rd. 

 Hip-Hop Ballro

266

AGES 3-18 ADULTS

21st Anniversary Celebration  Memorial Day 
Weekend
MARC’S GREAT AMERICAN RIB 
COOK-OFF SERVES UP FOUR DAYS OF 
ENTERTAINMENT THAT WILL ROCK 
YOUR TASTEBUDS!
        Musical entertainment continues to be 
FREE with your paid general admission!
The Cuyahoga River and West Bank of the 
Flats are ready to rock as the 21st
Annual Marc’s Great American Rib Cook-Off 
& Music Festival playing host to four days of 
hearty musical entertainment acts performing 
on two stages with daily performances Friday, 
May 25 through Monday, May 28, 2012.
Sizzling music and ribs are the best way to 
fuel up Memorial Day weekend alongside 
headlining musical performances by The 
B-52s, Todd Rundgren, Staind, and Michael 
Stanley and The Resonators, all taking place 
on the Bud Light Main Stage. For a special 
afternoon treat, don’t miss reggae legends The 
Wailers, performing on Monday, May 28 to 
help close out the weekend’s festivities.
The entertainment scheduled for the Bud 
Light Main Stage and FOX 8 Local Stage 
continues to be FREE with your paid General 
Admission ticket. For an additional charge, 
concertgoers can purchase a limited number 
of Front-of-Stage “BBQ PIT” General Admis-
sion tickets for Staind and prime reserved 
seats for The B-52s, Todd Rundgren, and 
Michael Stanley and The Resonators. These 
tickets include admission to the Rib Cook-Off 
and are available at www.livenation.com, all 
Ticketmaster locations and charge-by-phone 
800-745-3000. 
For more details, venue information or driv-
ing directions, visit the festival’s new and 
offi cial website www.fox8.com/rib or call 
the Jacobs Pavilion Box Offi ce during event 
hours at 216-622-6557.

The Offi cial Kick Off to the Summer Sea-
son is Underway at Geneva on the Lake! 
         The memorable anchor businesses of 
the strip at Geneva on the Lake maintain their 
status while new food choices and boutiques 
join the excitement. There are several outdoor 
patios and a number of them have live music! 
Old Firehouse (Schedule is on the inside 
back cover), Pickled Pepper (ad on pg. 9) and 
Sportsterz (pg 16) there is live music inside at 
several locations as well. The Sandy Chanty 
has awesome seafood and live music on most 
weekends (pg 16) High Tide Tavern (on this 

page) has karaoke, a DJ and live music on 
holiday weekends. Of course the infamous 
“Lake Erie Monster Crawl” begins on Memo-
rial weekend and runs through Labor Day 
weekend. It’s a great way to visit many of the 
venues and earn a 2012 edition of the “Lake 
Erie Monster Crawl” t-shirt. The Outdoor Flea 
Market and Craft Show sets up for another 
great season and runs through Sept. 8th. Con-
certs in the Park begin on Tuesday, June 12th 
and continue through the summer (schedule on 
pg 19). There is much, much more for food, 
fun and lodging at Geneva on the Lake and if 
you don’t see what you’re looking for in the 
North Coast Voice then visit genevaonthelake.
com or call 800-862-9948.

Fallen Rider’s Memorial Fund 7th Annual 
“Bingo” Run
        Sunday, May 27th Rain or Shine, Car or 
Bike the event Starts and Finishes at Western 
Reserve Harley-Davidson 8567 Tyler Blvd. 
Mentor. 1st Bike out @ 10 A.M. / All Bikes 
In by 4 P.M. $10 per person extra cards $5 
ea. or 3 for $10. Guaranteed $250 cash prize 
for 1st place, Additional cash prizes for 2nd 
& 3rd place. Food & Beverage sales on-site , 
Vendors, 50/50 Raffl e & more. Proceeds go to 
the families of fallen riders. Music by: Burnt 
River Band. 
Call 216-401-8314 for more info or fi nd Fallen 
Riders at fallenridersmemorialfund.com

30th Annual Hot Air Balloon Rally Sat, 
June 9, 12pm – 8pm
This is a weather-permitting event. Live Enter-
tainment: Friday 7-11 p.m. ~ Castaways, Sat-
urday 3:30-7:30 p.m. ~ Hatrick. No Reserva-
tions Required for the Balloon Rally. Saturday 
afternoon activities include: model airplanes, 
skydiving around 5 p.m., and a kid’s carnival 
consisting of fun games, infl atable obstacle 
course and a fl ying balloon tent. Prizes for 
kids of all ages. $.50 per ticket or $10 all day 
play wristband. All proceeds benefi t Assump-
tion School. 100% of a $4 parking donation 
will go to help our neighbor the Greater 
Western Reserve Boy Scouts of America. The 
Debevc family fi rmly believes in this organi-
zation and has made it their primary recipient 
of charitable donations. The Grill will be open 
serving delicious appetizers and specialty 
sandwiches (Friday after 5:00 p.m., Saturday 
all day long). No food or beverages (including 
pop and bottled water) may be brought onto 
the premises.
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By Sage Satori

Should you be Storing Wine in 
Your Fridge? 

        You know that wine should stay cool. 
Maybe you live somewhere without central air, 
and the house gets up to 90F. Is it ok to store 
the wine in your fridge? There are many articles 
on proper storage of wines that explain the 
primary storage requirements but general basics 
are: range of temperature for storing red wine 
is 50-55ºF and White wines at lower ranges at 
45ºF, the temperature should be constant with 
medium-high humidity. In addition, the storage 
should be low to no vibration. 
       Most wine is therefore either stored on its 
side in a cellar or dark closet, or in a wine fridge. 
Both of these guaran-
tee that the wine you 
paid good money for 
is as tasty as possible 
when you open it up. 
       However, 
what if you have 
an apartment, with 
no cellar? What if 
your apartment or 
house doesn’t have 
central air condition-
ing and even your 

darkest closets turn into roasting chambers? It’s 
well known that making a wine too hot is RE-
ALLY BAD for it and can vinegarize it almost 
instantly. If you can’t afford or don’t have space 
for a little wine fridge. What can you do? If you 
really and truly have nowhere cool you can keep 
your wine then a fridge is a last resort. You need 
to understand that this cannot be for wines that 
you want to keep for more than a week or so 
before drinking. Any wines you are aging, keep 
them at a friend’s house with better conditions. 
But for white wines that you bring home to drink 
later that night, or over the weekend, it should 

Buccia
 Vineyard

440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Come in and try some of our fantastic snacks
and appetizers from our new menu!

440-259-5077

Join us for Live Entertainment

               

Thursday Pizza Nite!

Spring Hours:

Plenty of Pasta Wednesdays!
$10

Noon-8pm
Music by:

EVERGREEN
3-7pm

www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tue & Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

Hosted by Susie Hagan

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

DECK
NOW

OPEN!

Mon-Closed
Tues & Thr: 4-8
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

Join us for

ALL BEERS $1.99

Tues, Wed, & Thurs:
The Return of the

7 meals for Under $7.00

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 4-5:30pm Tues. thru Thurs.
20% off ALL FOOD PURCHASES!

Open 7 days a week, beginning in June!

Thurs, May 24: Jerry Busch
Fri, May 25: Area 51
Sat, May 26: Free Howie
Sun, May 27: Open mic w
               Lou, Patrick & Maureen
Mon, May 28: Evergreen (3-7pm)
Thurs, May 31: Tom Todd
Fri, June 1: Hatrick
Sat, June 2: Stone River Band
Sun, June 3: Open mic
 Brad Pethtel Returns! 
Thurs, June 7: Evergreen
Fri, June 8: Samantha Fitzpatrick
Sat, June 9: Dashboard Jesus
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

 
Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Winery Hours: Monday & Tuesday 12-6pm

Day
Spa!

NOW OPEN!

Offering massages,
facials, manicures,

Crosswinds
    Grille!

Book your Spring & Summer 
getaway at our Bed & Breakfast!
Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Enjoy an evening at the

NEWLY RENOVATED

be okay. 
       Here’s the issue; food refrigerators tend to 
be very vibration-fi lled and this may possibly 
loosen the cork letting in air, which is the enemy 
of all wine. Next, food fridges have a much 
lower than ideal humidity. The reason you care 
about humidity is again, that bark piece stuffed 
in the mouth of your bottle. As it dries out, air 
gets in and destroys the wine. The number of 
bottles of wine destroyed by bad corks or dried-
out corks is staggering. Finally, a fridge is simply 
too cold. If you have the wine at 35 - 40F (the 
average fridge temp) it may damage its aging. 
Not only that, but fridges are opened and closed, 
and the temperature fl uctuates around. That is 
also not good for the wine. 
       Note that you should not actually drink a 
wine right out of the fridge. 35 or 40F is way too 
cold for drinking a wine. Let it rest on the coun-
ter for about 20 minutes before serving. Many 
people who dislike certain wines may simply be 
drinking them too cold, and would love the wine 
at the proper temperature. Serving temperature 
varies by the varietal of grape used to produce 
the wine which is a great question for the wine-
maker or winery where you purchase the wine. 
Little things can mean a lot in the enjoyment of 
your wine drinking experience.

White Sangria 

With Peaches and 

Grand Marnier

Ingredients:
·Plenty of ice cubes
·1 bottle (750 ml) crisp white wine
·1 cup tropical fruit juice such as mango, 
papaya or guava
·2 ripe peaches, pitted and cut into 8 wedges 
each
·1/2 cup Grand Marnier orange liquer
·1 orange, thinly sliced (not peeled)

·1 lime, thinly sliced (not peeled)

Preparation:
       Fill a large pitcher halfway with ice, then 
pour in the wine, fruit juice, peach wedges, 
Grand Marnier, and about three-quarters of the 
orange and lime slices. Stir until cold and well 
mixed. 
       Pour into glasses, adding a few of the 
reserved fruit slices to each. 
Yield: 4 servings
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www.deersleapwine.com

Tasting Room Bands Fri., Sat., &

FRI. JUNE 1: TA  E II

SAT. JUNE 9:  TA  E II

EER S INERY

BBBaa

ER S ININN

K

K

Pairings Releases New 

‘Friends of Pairings’ 

Lapel Pins 

to Thank Contributors for 

their Support

        Pairings, Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Expe-
rience, a non-profi t wine and culinary center 
proposed for historic downtown Geneva, 
Ohio, just released an attractive lapel pin to 
recognize all their “Friends of Pairings,” who 
have supported the new project through mon-
etary donations. 
       The pin displays the Pairings’ goblet-
and-fork logo in burgundy and hunter green 
on a cream-colored background. The Pairings 
tagline “Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Experience” 
is embossed in green and gold across the base 
of the pin.  
       Donors at all levels will receive the pin, 
regardless of their contribution level. To 
become a “Friend of Pairings,” donations 
begin at $30 annually. Additional designations 
include the Founder’s Club levels of bronze 
($100), silver ($250), gold ($500), platinum 
($1,000), with customized levels for corporate 
and private sponsors above the $1,000 level.
       Rewards are included for donors at each 
level, progressing as amounts increase. Among 
the rewards are the Pairings’ lapel pins, invita-
tions for exclusive events, insider Pairings 
newsletters, culinary and wine classes, gift 
shop “Wine-bucks,” and special Pairings 
Founder’s Club keepsakes.
       “We are very pleased to be releasing these 

new pins to our donors,” said Jennifer Brown, 
project manager for Pairings. “Monetary 
support is crucial to the successful launch of 
Pairings, as is the support of the community’s 
time and input in shaping this project as it 
comes to fruition. Volunteers are also very 
important, and help take us to the next level. 
We are grateful for everyone who will be join-
ing us on the journey to groundbreaking. I am 
looking forward to seeing the lapel pins begin 
to pop up on lapels, baseball caps, shirts and 
blouses everywhere across the region in the 
near future,” she added.
       The proposed 38,000 square foot non-
profi t facility in historic downtown Geneva, 
Ohio will offer premier restaurant and banquet 
facilities, cooking classes, winemaking dem-
onstrations, incubator facilities for start-up 
wineries, educational culinary demonstrations, 
offi ce space and gift shop focusing on Ohio 
products. Tentative groundbreaking is sched-
uled for late 2013. Pairings has secured three 
acres in downtown historic Geneva, and will 
create a walkable downtown with the potential 
to bring 90,000 visitors annually.
        To learn more about donor and volunteer 
opportunities for Pairings – Ohio’s Wine & 
Culinary Experience, visit www.pairingsohio.
org, or call Jennifer Brown at 466-4675.
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By Cat Lilly

CANTON BLUES FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, JUNE 8th & 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9th

          Boogie woogie your way to Northeast 
Ohio’s premier Blues Festival for a 2012 
lineup that’s sure to strike a chord with blues 
fans large and small! The eleventh install-
ment of the free summer festival, presented by 
the Canton Development Partnership, is hap-
pening in downtown Canton on Friday, June 
8th, and Saturday, June 9th, with headliners 
Walter Trout and Coco Montoya.

HEADLINERS:
Walter Trout | Friday, June 8 at 8:30 p.m.

        Walter Trout’s practical schooling in 
blues started when he arrived in Los Angeles 
in1973 and got gigs behind John Lee Hooker, 
Big Mama Thornton, Finis Tasby, Pee Wee 
Crayton, Lowell Fulsom, 
Percy Mayfi eld, and Joe 
Tex. In 1981, he joined 
the remaining original 
members of Canned Heat. 
But the real turning point 
was his tenure with British 
blues giant John Mayall. 
Trout became part of the 
Bluesbreakers’ lineage 
of great guitarists along 
with Eric Clapton, Peter 
Green, and Mick Taylor. 
Beginning in 1984, he shared six-string duties 
with Coco Montoya in Mayall’s band, creating 
a fl exible guitar dynamic that helped provide 
the Bluesbreakers a rennaissance that returned 
the group to the apex of the international blues 
touring circuit. Trout began leading his own 
group in 1989 and cut his debut album “Life 
in the Jungle”, rapidly becoming a blues star 
in Europe. His fi rst stateside release, 1998’s 
self-titled release, was critically heralded and 
made him start down the road towards becom-
ing the fi xture of American blues rock that he 
is today.

        Trout’s travels over the past 39 years, 
and his wide appreciation of his predecessors, 
yield a signifi cant infl uence in his latest CD, 
“Blues for the Modern Daze”. The release is 
his twenty-fi rst album to date. Trout shares, 
“My main inspiration for this album was the 
country bluesman Blind Willy Johnson, an 
early blues innovator who recorded such time-
less gospel informed blues numbers as ‘Soul 
of A Man’ and ‘Nobody’s Fault But Mine’. 
His music is so beautiful, primal, direct, and 
deeply spiritual that I wanted to feel it at my 
back when we were cutting these songs.” He 
continues, “This album captures my interest in 
exploring a side of my music that is rooted in 
my fi rst musical love, and it reveals something 
about me, too. It sums up the thoughts and 
attitudes of somebody who is getting a little 
older and is feeling a little like he’s a part of 
another era, with different values and a differ-
ent perspective on life than often seem to be 
prevalent today. And I stand behind those val-
ues, like compassion, authenticity and honesty, 
as strongly as I stand behind my music.”     
          “Blues for the Modern Daze” was 
recorded at Entourage Studios in North Hol-
lywood, California. The passionate new CD 

cuts right to the core of Trout’s 
art and his heart, as well as 
returning the artist to his hard-
core blues roots. The release 
also fi nds his songwriting at a 
creative and personal zenith. 
Critics say the contemporary 
guitar legend has reached a new 
level of honesty and expression 
in numbers like “Lonely,” a 
song about isolation and es-
trangement in an age where per-
sonal relationships are replaced 
by virtual friendships online. 

The concluding number “Pray for Rain,” is a 
perceptive sweep of the toll of climate change, 
conjuring up visions of the Dust Bowl as well 
as personal losses within today’s crippled farm 
economy.
         The fi nger-picked solo acoustic perfor-
mance gets directly to the bones of “Blues 
for the Modern Daze.” The infl uence of 
old-school country blues also made its way 
onto the tracks by way of the open and modal 
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tunings trout employed on several tunes. “I’ve 
never done that to such an extent before,” he 
notes, “but it was another way for me to marry 
the contemporary subjects and modern electric 
guitar sounds in these songs with tradition. It 
was important for me to make an album that 
was contemporary and 
traditional at the same 
time.”
        The acoustic gui-
tar track that kick starts 
the title tune chimes in 
with an open E modal 
tuning until giving 
way to a crashing and 
wailing Hendrix-like 
charge, and “All I 
Want is You,” another 
example, uses an open 
D modal tuning to establish its yearning tone. 
       Although Trout was interested in explor-
ing the roots of country blues as a foundation 
for new songs, his themes often dive into 
contemporary issues. “Money Rules The 
World” is especially telling with its opening 
lines, “politicians bought and sold/And they’re 
doing just what they’re told/Pretending that 
they got our backs/But they belong to Exxon 
and Goldman Sachs.” On “Brother’s Keeper”, 

Trout’s moaning, anguished vocal perfor-
mance is supported by his soaring, incendiary 
guitar, as he assails the hypocrisy of our times 
with his lyrics.                      
       Walter Trout is now touring in support 
of his latest release, and he will appear at the 
Canton Bluesfest on the same bill with his old 
band-mate. Coco Montoya. 

Coco Montoya | Saturday, June 9 at 
8:30 p.m.
 
          Mentored by legendary blues-
man Albert Collins, self-taught 
guitar slinger Coco Montoya went 
on to become the guitarist for John 
Mayall and the Bluesbreakers for ten 
years before leading his own band. 
Billboard called Montoya “the real 

McCoy in a world of blues guitar pretenders,” 
and the Village Voice. Montoya plays with an 
emotional intensity few string benders possess 
– and he plays left-handed and up-side down 
in the style of Albert King and Jimi Hendrix.

ENTERTAINMENT LINE-UP
Friday, June 8, 2012
Noon Blues Jam
2 PM Testify
4 PM Josh Snyder Band
6 PM Trampled Under Foot
8:30 PM HEADLINER: Walter Trout

Saturday, June 9, 2012
Noon Blues in Schools
2 PM Memphis Cradle
4 PM Shaun Booker Band
6 PM Rusty Wright Band
8:30 PM HEADLINER: Coco Montoya

Colin Dussault
Harpersfi eld Winery

Sunday, June 3rd
3:00-6:00 

           
       Award winning harmonica driven, blues 
based, roots, rock and soul music is what 
best describes the musical stylings of COLIN 
DUSSAULT’S BLUES PROJECT. The band 
was formed in Cleveland, Ohio in May of 
1989 by lead singer, songwriter, harmonica 
player Colin Dussault. In addition to Dussault, 
the band’s current line-up consists of guitarist 
Jim Feeney, bassist Fred Tobey, Pianist Gregg 
Hurd and drummer Freddie Perez-Stable.
          Dussault’s career in music is more or 
less his destiny as opposed to a vocational 
choice. He was born the son of a bass playing 
father who experienced some success in the 
musically fertile 1960’s. Colin’s father Artie 
played bass in several of the top groups that 
worked in and around Cleveland in the late 
1960’s & early 1970’s. 
          Growing up Colin spent much of his 
time listening to his father’s vast record col-
lection while building an impressive audio 
library of his own. While doing so he was 
exposed to and absorbed a myraid of musi-
cal styles. His musical infl uences range from 
Blind Willie McTell, Muddy Waters, and 
Little Walter to Country Joe and the Fish, The 
Youngbloods, Woody Guthrie, Doc Watson, 
Cream, the Beatles, Bob Dylan, the Rolling 
Stones, Led Zeppelin, Frank Zappa, The Left 
Banke, Buffalo Springfi eld and Lyle Lovett.
       In the time since the band’s inception 
on Colin’s 19th birthday in 1989, Colin 
Dussault’s Blues Project has played literally 
thousands of shows in and around Cleve-
land, Ohio western Pennslyvania, western 
New York, St. Louis, Missouri and Chicago, 
Illinois. This busy performance schedule has 

~Continued From Page 9
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prompted more than one reviewer to call Colin 
“the hardest working blues man in Cleveland.”
        While maintaining an impressive list 
of local club appearances, sometimes working 
4 to 6 nights per week, he and his band have 
also shared the stage 
with such luminaries 
as Bo Diddley, the 
Fabulous Thunder-
birds, Buddy Guy, 
Junior Wells, Bad 
Company, Robert 
Lockwood Jr., Carey 
Bell, Brian Auger, 
James Cotton, Blood 
Sweat & Tears, Buck-
wheat Zydeco, Eric 
Burdon, Jeff Healey, 
Koko Taylor, and 
Storyville.
        Whether they are called upon to entertain 
guests at a wedding, a corner tavern, a rib 
burn-off, a private or corporate party, a yacht 
club, a backyard barbecue or a fund raiser 

for First Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton, the 
band is capable of pleasing any group of 
people in any situation. They are able to do 
this by drawing from a set list consisting of 
original music as well as blues, rock, country, 

jazz, swing, folk, 
reggae, Motown and 
the occasional polka. 
Colin and his band 
boast an impres-
sive knowledge and 
understanding of a 
plethora of music 
and musical styles. 
This should be a great 
show at Harpersfi eld 
Winery – enjoy an 
afternoon of vintage 
blues while sipping 
on vintage wine in the 

heart of wine country. For more information: 
harpersfi eld.com Address: 6387 State Route 
307 West, just south of Geneva. (Phone 440-
466-4739)

        Robert Cray (born August 1, 1953, Co-
lumbus, Georgia) is an American blues guitar-
ist and singer. A fi ve-time Grammy Award 
winner, he has led his own band, as well as 
an acclaimed solo career. Robert recorded 
nineteen albums between 1980 and 2010 (not 
including the compilation albums that he 
contributed to) with 2007’s “Live from across 
the Pond” making 
it to #1 on the 
Blues charts. In 
2011 Cray was 
inducted into 
the Blues Hall of 
Fame. 
        Cray contin-
ues to record and 
tour. He appeared 
at the Crossroads 
Guitar Festival, 
and support-
ed Eric Clapton 
on his 2006-
2007 world tour. 
In Fargo, North Dakota, he joined Clapton 
on backup guitar for the Cream song “Cross-
roads”. The current US tour that will bring 
Robert to the Kent Stage began May 26th in 
Houston and ends in Saratoga, CA on Septem-
ber 7th. Then off to Europe, fi rst stop being 
the Rawa Blues Festival in Poland.
        Kudos to the Alan Greene Band for 
being chosen to open for Robert Cray! Most 
all of north east Ohio is familiar with Alan 

Greene and his band. A perfect choice for an 
opener and a great opportunity for the band! 
Alan Greene, a respected veteran of the Cleve-
land music scene, was voted “Best Guitarist in 
Northeast Ohio” in the 1997 Scene Magazine 
Annual Readers Poll and nominated several 
years in a row in “Free Times” music awards. 
Alan has also been a member of the inter-

national bands 
“Humble Pie” 
and “Breathless”. 
He is featured on 
various recordings 
by Humble Pie, 
Michael Stan-
ley, Donnie Iris, 
Breathless & Pere 
Ubu. 
        Blues lovers 
can catch up with 
Alan Greene at 
Cebar’s on 185th 
every Sunday 
night during the 

musician’s jam and the entire band at several 
venues along the north coast. The Alan Greene 
band does have a regularly scheduled show 
throughout the year at the Old Mill Winery in 
Geneva (one of our North Coast Voice adver-
tisers) so keep an eye on that if you’re in the 
neighborhood.
The Kent Stage show takes place on 
Saturday, June 2nd For ticket info: www.
kentstage.org or call 330-677-5005

Alan Greene Band to Open for Robert Cray at The Kent Stage
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       Beginning last week, Omission 
Beer  started distributing Omission La-
ger and Omission Pale Ale, the fi rst 
two craft beer offerings from the new 
brand, nationally. Previously available only 
in Oregon, the phased rollout will begin on 
the West Coast and is expected to be available 
nationwide by mid-June.
        Announced in late March by Craft Brew 
Alliance (CBA), Omission is the fi rst craft 
beer brand 
in the U.S. 
focused 
exclusively 
on brewing 
great-tasting 
craft beers 
with tradi-
tional in-
gredients—
including 
malted 
barley—that are specially crafted to remove 
gluten. Brewed by Widmer Brothers Brew-
ing in Portland, Ore., Gluten levels in every 
batch of Omission beer are measured by the 
brewery and two independent labs using the 
R5 Competitive ELISA test to ensure that 
the beer meets the brewery’s standards. Test 
results for every batch of Omission beer are 
available to consumers at:
www.omissiontests.com.
        “After introducing Omission Lager and 
Omission Pale Ale in Oregon last month, 
we’re eager to share our great-tasting brews 
with the rest of the country,” said Terry 
Michaelson, CEO. “Omission is a testament 
to the creativity, innovation and dedication 
of our team. As a celiac, I’m thrilled with the 
result, and think others in the celiac and craft 
beer communities will be, too.”
Omission Lager and Omission Pale Ale
        “We wanted to offer great craft beers to 
people who aren’t able to fully enjoy the craft 
beer experience due to gluten intolerance,” 
said Joe Casey, brewmaster. “Omission Lager 
and Omission Pale Ale are approachable beers 
and are true expressions of their respective 
styles. We’re looking forward to sharing both 
beers with people across the United States.”
        Omission Lager is a refreshing and crisp 
beer, brewed in the traditional lager style. 
Perfect for a variety of occasions, Omission 
Lager’s aromatic hop profi le offers a unique, 
easy-drinking beer for those looking for a 
lighter and approachable beer style. Bold and 
hoppy, Omission Pale Ale is a hop-forward 
American pale ale, brewed to showcase the 
Cascade hop profi le. Amber in color, Omis-
sion Pale Ale’s fl oral aroma is complemented 
by caramel malt body, making for a delicious 

craft beer. 
        Omission Lager and Omission Pale Ale 
have a suggested retail price of $9.99 per six-
pack and will be available in 12-ounce bottles 
at retailers and bars throughout the United 
States.
    
         The next Backstage Series release 

from Founders Brewing Co. will 
be Frangelic Mountain Brown. 
Look for 750mL bottles to become 

available starting on July 2nd 
(tentative and some places may 
sell them early). Devil Dancer is 
slated to return on the same day. 

         Part of what makes Founders 
Backstage Series so much fun, 
for both the brewery and consum-
ers, is the period of specula-
tion before the next release is 
announced. But the purpose of 

the series is to bring some of Founders’ most 
sought-after beers, which have been available 
primarily in the taproom and at a few select 
events, to a much larger audience. Frangelic 
Mountain Brown will be the fourth release 
in the series, joining Blushing Monk and 
Canadian Breakfast Stout from 2011 and 
Curmudgeon’s Better Half, which 
was released in February of this year.
         Frangelic Mountain Brown 
is the quintessential taproom 
“one-off” beer: Founders’ brew-
ers created the Mountain Brown 
series for their taproom in Grand 
Rapids in 2007. Frangelic Mountain 
Brown is the 16th iteration in the 
series of popular brown ales—and it likely 
won’t be the last. The singular characteristic 
of this beer comes from the use of hazelnut 
coffees in the brewing process. The beer has 
distinct aromatics with sweet and nutty fl avors 
beautifully balanced. Founders is known for 
its beers made with coffee (i.e., the Breakfast 
Stout series), but this is both the brewery’s 
fi rst brown ale and its fi rst beer brewed with 
hazelnut coffees to be bottled. It clocks in at 
9% ABV.
         “The goal of the Backstage Series is to 
allow those beer enthusiasts who don’t have 
the ability to make it to our taproom an op-
portunity to experience some of the beers that, 
historically, have been limited to our taproom 
and a handful of high exposure events,” 
Engbers said. “Although these beers are not 
brewed in large volume, it is our intention to 
distribute them to all of our markets.” 
          The next beer to be released in the 
series later this year will be a celebration of 
the brewery’s fi fteenth anniversary, though the 
style is yet-to-be revealed.

         Founders Brewing Co. opened its doors 
in 1997 with the vision of creating some of 
the most unique craft beer in the world. Today, 
Founders has a loyal following, with several 
beers lauded nationally and internationally as 
award winners in their respective categories. 
In 2009, they were ranked as the 2nd fastest 
growing brewery in the United States and they 
are currently rated the second highest brewery 
in the world by ratebeer.com
         Founders Brewing Company, 235 
Grandville Avenue SW in downtown Grand 
Rapids, is a proud member of the Michigan 
Brewers Guild (www.michiganbrewersguild.
org) and the Brewers Association.

Road Trip For Brew
16th Annual Pennsylvania Microbrewers 
Fest at Penn Brewery Saturday, June 2
        Don’t miss this chance to sample beers 
from more than 25 regional craft brewer-
ies!  Try out lagers, stouts, and everything in 
between!  Here are some of the highlights:
Two three-hour sessions: 1-4 pm and 6-9 pm
Live entertainment from the Flow Band and 
Big Leg Emma
Food tent with Penn favorites including pulled 

pork sandwiches, 
grilled sausages, 

and hot German 
potato salad

Pretzel necklaces 
for sale
Margarita bar for 

tagalong friends, 
spouses, etc. who inex-

plicably don’t imbibe beer
Tickets go on sale online at www.pennbrew.
com Tickets are $45 in May; and $60 at the 
door.  Price includes one meal (sandwich, side,
and dessert), all beer samples, and a souvenir 
beer glass.  Any tickets ordered after 5/14 may 
be picked up at will call.  Please be aware that 
you must present your tickets to be admitted; 
should you misplace or lose your tickets, you 
must purchase a replacement ticket at full 
price.  Event will be held rain or shine.
       A portion of the proceeds from the Fest 
will go to the Community Alliance of Spring 
Garden and East Deutschtown and the Make-
A-Wish Foundation.
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        On June 8th Cleveland’s the House 
of Blues welcomes to the stage, legendary 
instrumental innovators, Spyro Gyra, who 
are currently celebrating 35 years since the 
release of their 1st album.  The group has 
performed over fi ve thousand shows and 
released twenty-nine albums, selling over 
ten million, including 1 platinum and 2 gold 
albums.  Spyro Gyra will be celebrating their 
40th anniversary as a band, in 2014.
        In the early 70s, long before terms such 
as “New Adult Contemporary” or “Smooth 
Jazz” were invented to label music that did 
not conform to existing boundaries, Spyro 
Gyra was incorporating elements of R&B, 
Latin, Brazilian and any other musical styles 
that they stumbled upon, to create their own 
infectious sound.  Little 
did they know that what 
began as somewhat 
self-indulgent jamming, 
would be a cornerstone 
upon which future genres 
would be built.  More than 
a decade before Kenny 
G’s “Songbird” topped the 
charts, Spyro Gyra had 
introduced melodic instru-
mental hooks that received 
unprecedented amounts of 
airplay on radio stations 
across the country.  
       Brooklyn-born 
bandleader Jay Becken-
stein grew up listening 
to the music of Louis 
Armstrong, Charlie Parker, 
Sonny Rollins and Dizzy Gillespie, and 
started playing the saxophone at age seven. 
Beckenstein fi rst attended the University at 
Buffalo as a biology major, before chang-
ing to music performance.  During summer 
breaks, he would return to Long Island to 
play gigs with an old high school friend and 
band mate, keyboardist Jeremy Wall. The 
two would eventually return to Buffalo after 
graduation to begin their musical careers.
       Beckenstein recalls, “Not many people 
know it, but Buffalo was like a mini Chicago 
back then, with a smoking blues, soul, jazz, 
even a rockabilly scene, of all things.  After 
being confi ned to classical music for so long, 
it was heaven. I was in the horn sections 
around town, backing some great vocalists.”
       Beckenstein and Wall began hosting 
“Tuesday Night Jazz Jams,” and were joined 

by a rotating cast of musicians.  The sessions 
became so popular that they eventually were 
able to charge a cover of 25 cents.  A young 
keyboardist named Tom Schuman began sit-
ting in regularly when he was only 16 years 
old.  This young man, of course, remains a 
band member to this day.
      With the group’s growing popularity, the 
club owner decided to install a new sign and 
asked Beckenstein to decide upon a name for 
the band. “It began as a joke. I said ‘spiro-
gyra,’ he misspelled it, and here we are thirty 
years later. In retrospect, it’s okay. In a way, it 
sounds like what we do. It sounds like motion 
and energy.”
       For the fi rst few years, Spyro Gyra had a 
somewhat split identity; one side consisting of 

the dynamic live act that 
appeared on stage and 
the other, a recording 
side, which consisted of 
many of the musicians 
who attended the Tues-
day Night Jazz Jams. 
Thus the early albums 
were the product of both 
the band, and a great 
number of New York’s 
top session players.  In 
1983, Beckenstein made 
the decision to make 
the albums the product 
of the band members 
with whom he shared 
the stage on a nightly 
basis, supplementing 
with guest players only 

occasionally.
       The 1980s brought with it many person-
nel changes yet slowly and surely, certain 
individuals settled in for the ride.  Julio Fer-
nandez became the group’s guitarist in 1984 
and, except for a short hiatus at the end of that 
decade, has continued in that position. Bassist 
Scott Ambush joined the group in 1991 and 
is now beginning his 3rd decade in that slot. 
Drummer Lee Pearson is the most recent addi-
tion to the Spyro Gyra line-up.
        Spyro Gyra draws from a vast array of 
musical styles and genres to inject a multi-
tude of infl uences and experiences into their 
music.  The result is an awe-inspiring blend 
of rhythms and melodies that carry you along 
on a musical adventure.  In this following 
quote, Jay Beckenstein does an excellent job 
of explaining, that which is often very diffi cult 

By Don Perry

for an instrumentalists to put into words. 
         “My hope is that our music has the same 
effect on the audience that it does on me,” 
says Beckenstein. “I’ve always felt that music, 
and particularly instrumental music, has this 
non-literal quality that lets people travel to a 
place where there are no words. Whether it’s 
touching their emotions or connecting them 
to something that reminds them of some-
thing much bigger than themselves, there’s 
this beauty in music that’s not connected to 
sentences. It’s very transportive. I would hope 
that when people hear our music, or come 
to see us, they’re able to share that with us. 
That’s the truly glorious part of being a musi-
cian.”  

Please visit www.spyrogyra.com for more 
information about the band or www.houseof-
blues/cleveland.com  for information concern-
ing the upcoming show.

Spyro Gyra Comes to House of  Blues

7am -3pm Daily
 

Breakfast All Day
Lunch Specials

 
Carry Out
Available

5367 Lake Road East 

440-466-8667
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CONKLIN 
BROTHERS

featuring
Basil:

Singing/Cornet/
Blues Harp

Burl:
Acoustic Guitar

Otis:
Lead Guitar
Jimmy:

Bass Guitar

Wed. June 6
7-11pm

Whiskey-A-Go-Go
The patio at Longo's

8907 Mentor Ave.

By Pete Roche

        Director Joe Carnahan (THE A-TEAM) 
again summons the Olympian screen presence 
of Liam Neeson for epic (but existential) THE 
GREY, a masterful Man vs. Nature thriller 
that’d make tough guy authors like Ernest 
Hemmingway (OLD MAN AND THE SEA) 
and Jack London (WHITE FANG, CALL OF 
THE WILD) proud as peacocks.
        Neeson is Ottway, a sharpshooter em-
ployed by an oil 
company to keep 
lions, tigers, and 
bears from turning 
its Alaskan riggers 
into Lunchables. 
His assignment 
is done, so he’s 
headed home 
(wherever that is) 
in bad weather on 
a plane fi lled with 
other societal out-
casts like himself: 
hardworking but 
profane drifters, 
felons, and loners. 
The movie trailer 
reveals that their 
rickety craft is 
swatted from the 
sky into some cold 
corner of the Pa-
cifi c Northwest that 
time forgot. What 
it doesn’t fully reveal—but suggests—is Car-
nahan’s skill at wringing the pathos out of the 
survivors as they brave the challenges of the 
snowy wilderness.
Unsurprisingly, Ottway walks out of the 
wreckage (thanks to a last-minute seating 
change) and the leader within him awakens. 
In a scene that plays like visual poetry, he 
comforts a fatally wounded man, then rallies 
the others at the crash site despite the fact that 
he was ready to kill himself just hours earlier. 
Although Ottway suffered no injuries in the 
crash, he’d boarded the aircraft with a broken 
heart. Lacking fresh-dead Tauntauns to crawl 
inside for warmth, the men huddle in the fuse-
lage and ponder their next move, starting fi res 
with siphoned jet fuel.

        Remember POSEIDON ADVENTURE? 
Of course you do—it’s awesome. Neeson 
makes like Hackman’s faith-in-crisis Reverend 
Scott, a DIY punk aesthetic steeling his will as 
they trek into the relative safety of the forest 
as Diaz (Frank Grillo) does Ernest Borgnine’s 
crusty Rogo, protesting the Irishman’s every 
move. As in that 1972 oceangoing disas-
ter fl ick, those initially spared must decide 
whether to wait for help to arrive or seek their 

own salvation. But 
after the Hoth-like 
weather worsens 
and a gray wolf 
chomps a straggler 
at their makeshift 
campsite, Ottway 
determines 
they’ve really no 
choice at all. Fate 
has dropped them 
in wolf country, 
and more lupines 
will come if they 
stick around too 
long
        And come the 
wolves do, the Al-
pha male sending 
his Omegas to test 
the human intrud-
ers. We’ve all seen 
the Irwin Allen 
and Roland Emm-
erich blockbusters, 

so we’re prepared to watch the cast succumb 
one by one, being mauled by the wolf pack, 
freezing in a blizzard or drowning in a creek. 
Thankfully, Carnahan really runs the faucet on 
the characters, exorcising each man’s personal 
demons before draining him of life. The wal-
lets of the slain are collected, their billfolds 
becoming talismans for those who remain. 
Talget (Dermot Mulroney) and Burke (Nonso 
Anozie) brave hypothermia, exhaustion, and 
despair while Ottway and Diaz debate the util-
ity of Fear. Hendrick (Dallas Roberts) makes 
a John Rambo cliff jump to access a river that 
might lead to civilization, but even then the 
guys are unsure whether they’re heading away 
from wolf territory or deeper into it.
        Marc Streitenfeld’s score propels the 

action vigorously, if sometimes noisily. A 
frequent collaborator of Ridley Scott (who 
produced here), the German composer uses 
slithery strings, percolating percussion, and 
bleating brass to augment both the physical 
and psychological turmoil. The music is ef-
fective, if a little too loud in spots where Car-
nahan tries to catch us off-guard with a quick 
cut (as in a sudden attack on one unsuspecting 
character that goes off alone for a pee break). 
Masanobu Takayanagi’s cinematography is 
eloquent and haunting, the predominant color 
palette (referenced in the title) of charcoal 
grey and mottled whites echoing the spiritual 
darkness the men must traverse. Diaz doubts 
God favors them (if he even exists) and sug-
gests during a fi reside chat and that nothing 
awaits them beyond this world should they 
perish. The soft-spoken Henriksen believes 
providence has thrust them together—but 
Ottway too has misgivings. The climax fi nds 
Neeson’s emboldened outdoorsman going 
absolutely Ahab in a brilliant shake-your-fi st 
at-the-sky moment that’ll be impossible for 
the Academy to ignore this time next year.
        Watching THE GREY’s animal adversar-
ies, I found it hard to tell if (or when) I was 
looking at authentic wolves, CGI beasties, 
or animatronics puppets. Which is another 
way of saying they’re convincing enough, 
however rendered. The wolves look, sound, 
and feel like a real, visceral threat. And their 
violence is as bloody as it needs to be; there 
aren’t many ways to soften the gruesomeness 
of an attack by these ravenous predators. The 
picture earns its R rating for blood-and-guts 
as well as coarse language—but Carnahan 
capitalizes on opportunities to turn gore into 
beauty, focusing on crimson paw prints icing 
over on the ground rather than some poor 
rigger’s shredded face. And THE GREY isn’t 
completely devoid of humor; the men joke 
about whether they’re turn into wolfmen if 
bitten, and if they’re going to have to resort to 
snacking on each other’s butts, as in the 1993 
survival classic ALIVE.
        Some will quarrel over the fi lm’s abrupt 
ending, which—given the overarching 
themes— really shouldn’t come as too much 
of a shock.

Liam Neeson Braves Cold and Wolves in THE GREY
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What is Benzene – the Silent Killer You Eat

       Before I tell you what benzene is and 
what it does, let me fi rst share something else 
with you really quick. See, if you’re anything 
like me, whenever you buy food you look at 
the ingredients. You read about the nutritional 
value and notice that there are a ton of strange 
sounding ingredients in what you eat. We’re 
all used to that, right?
        The problem is, though, that those 
ingredients are killing you softly, and I am not 
exaggerating. Benzene is not the only one, 
although we will focus on it in this article, 
so… What Actually Is Benzene? Benzene and 
its similar sounding siblings such as benzoic, 
benzyl, benzoyl and benzoate are all carcino-
gens that are used in a variety of food as addi-
tives. It’s also commonly used in personal care 
items, detergents, drugs and pesticides.
        Whenever you have highly processed 
foods, you’ll be eating benzene or one of its 
siblings I’ve mentioned. Also, when you take 
a nice relaxing bath with bubbles in it, you’ll 
be absorbing it, so the next question is… Is It 
Dangerous to You?
       Not many people know that benzene and 
those similar sounding substances I listed 
above really are dangerous to your health. It 
destroys your DNA, causes harmful effects on 
the bone marrow and blocks the cells ability to 

take up oxygen from the blood, and I am sure 
you can imagine what this does to you right?
Just imagine that your brain is not getting 
enough oxygen. You know what can happen 
from that? Well, I don’t want to scare you, but 
you’ll feel exhausted, depressed, stressed and 
irritated. This can of course lead to other con-
ditions such as chronic fatigue and paranoia, 
and if you’re pregnant, it can cause deforma-
tions to your baby. 
        Now you know what benzene is and what 
it can do to you the next question is; where do 
you come in contact with it besides processed 
food? When you go to the grocery store, 
you’ll fi nd a big dose of it in irradiated beef, 
heat-treated canned beef and eggs, soy bean 
milk, cheddar cheese, soda drinks and other 
food. You’ll fi nd the acid which is the main 
ingredient of benzene in canned fruits such as 
berries, plums and prunes or jarred baby food 
and juices.
       So, now what do you do to avoid it? As 
we’ve mentioned, benzene and its derivatives 
are really bad for you and if you don’t pay 
attention to what you put in your mouth and 
on your skin, it can ruin your health and your 
life completely.
        To avoid these harmful substances, focus 
your diet around organic grains and raw foods 
like vegetables and fruits. A tasty way to help 
you clean your body from the inside out, 
decrease the toxin levels, and provide you 

with the energy necessary to have a happy life. 
Also, be sure to avoid personal care products 
that contain these dangerous substances, 
because when you put toxins like benzene 
on your skin, it goes directly into the blood 
stream.
        So, now that you know not only what 
benzene is but also how to avoid the harmful 
infl uence it can have on you, all you have to 
do is take what we’ve talked about and put it 
into practice. Go ahead and protect yourself 
from benzene and you won’t regret it!
Boro Petric, a Swiss native, became a longev-
ity strategist after having battled a liver tumor 
that almost took his life. His website is a free 
online resource for people who want to live 
longer, stronger and healthier. 
Visit LongevityStrategist.com

By Boro Petric
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        The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame will 
host a weekend of events surrounding the Mu-
seum’s special exhibit devoted to the Beatles, 
one of the most comprehensive collections 
of Beatles artifacts exhibited to the public 
in the world.  The weekend will take place 
Friday, June 15, through Sunday, June 17, and 
includes special screenings of 
the digitally re-mastered fi lm 
Yellow Submarine, Meet the 
Curator tours, a live perfor-
mance from Beatles tribute 
band 1964 and the School 

of Rock, crafts and 
activities for 

children and more. The fi rst 2,000 visitors to 
the Museum throughout the weekend will also 
receive a commemorative Beatles collector’s 
coin.
        Saturday, June 16, is also the Rock Hall’s 
annual Member Appreciation Day.  Members 
will enjoy special activities throughout the 
morning while experiencing the Beatles Magi-
cal Mystery Weekend.

Magical Mystery Weekend Schedule:

Friday, June 15
10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.-Paul McCartney Birthday 
Card Signing (Main Lobby)
·Throughout the day, fans are invited to sign 

a large birthday card for Paul McCartney’s 
70th birthday. The card will be 

sent to McCartney after the 
weekend.

11 a.m.-Noon-Meet the Curator Gallery Talk 
(The Beatles exhibit)
·Special in-depth presentation by chief curator 
Jim Henke examining the historical signifi -
cance of the collection items in the Museum’s 
Beatles exhibit.
2 – 3 p.m.-Meet the Curator Gallery Talk (The 
Beatles exhibit)

Saturday, June 16
8:30 a.m.-Noon- Member Appreciation Day 
activities throughout the morning and after-
noon (Third Floor and Plaza Lobby)
·Rock Hall Members will enjoy breakfast at 
the Museum before it opens, a members-only 
merchandise sale and a State of the Museum 
address from President and CEO Terry Stew-
art.
10 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.-Paul McCartney Birthday 
Card Signing (Main Lobby)
10 a.m.-9 p.m.- Continual screenings of the 

Film screenings of Yellow Submarine, Meet the Curator tours, live performances and more will bring to life 
the world’s most comprehensive Beatles exhibit
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digitally remastered fi lm Yellow Submarine 
(Foster Theater, Level 4)
· Every 90 minutes throughout the day, catch 
the digitally remastered fi lm Yellow Subma-
rine in HD in the Museum’s Foster Theater. 
Visit rockhall.com for exact show times.
11 a.m. –Noon - Meet the Curator Gallery 
Talk (The Beatles exhibit)
Noon-1 p.m. - Meet the Curator Gallery Talk 
(The Beatles exhibit)

1-3 p.m. – “Create Your Own Yellow Subma-
rine” crafts and activities for children 
·Museum visitors will have the opportunity to 
create their own paper Yellow Submarines as 
a keepsake in the Museum’s Eat to the Beat 
room on level 3.
2:30 p.m. - Live performance by Beatles Trib-
ute Band, 1964 (Main Stage)

Sunday, June 17
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. – Continual screenings of 
the digitally remastered fi lm Yellow Subma-
rine (Foster Theater, Level 4)
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. - Paul McCartney Birthday 
Card Signing (Main Lobby)
11 a.m.- Noon - Meet the Curator Gallery Talk 
(The Beatles exhibit)
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. – “Create Your Own Yellow 
Submarine” crafts and activities for children 
(Eat to the Beat, Level 3)
Noon – 1 p.m. – School of Rock performance 
(Main Stage)

        For more information on the Rock Hall’s 
Beatles Magical Mystery Weekend, visit rock-
hall.com/event/beatles-weekend.

About the Rock Hall’s Beatles 
Exhibit:
        The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 

Museum’s fi rst redesign in its 15-year history 
is complete and includes several vibrant new 
exhibit spaces, state-of-the-art interactive tech-
nology and lighting, improved way-fi nding 
and hundreds of new artifacts, including the 
most comprehensive collection of Beatles’ 
items; a number of which are on display to the 
public for the fi rst time in the Museum’s Main 
Exhibit Hall.
BEATLES EXHIBIT HIGHLIGHTS:
The exhibit includes nearly 70 artifacts, 
including a few that have not been exhibited 
before:
-    George Harrison’s striped suit from the 
1966 US tour
-    Ringo Starr’s red military-style jacket from 
the “Strawberry Fields Forever” promo fi lm
-    John Lennon’s black wool coat worn in 
Help!
-    Paul McCartney’s handwritten arrange-

ment for “Birthday”
Additional highlights include:
-    John Lennon’s Gibson J-160E acoustic 
guitar. Lennon used this guitar to record “Nor-
wegian Wood” and “Give Peace a Chance” 
and numerous other classics.
-    George Harrison’s Rickenbacker 425 
electric guitar. Harrison purchased the guitar 
in 1963 on his fi rst visit to the U.S. He played 
it throughout the fall of 1963.
-    A page from Stuart Sutcliffe’s sketch pad 
that shows his self-portraits, his illustration 
of John Lennon and Lennon’s illustration of 
Sutcliffe.
        The impact of the Beatles has often been 
noted but cannot be overstated. The “Fab 
Four” from Liverpool, England, startled the 
ears and energized the lives of virtually all 
who heard them. Their arrival triggered the 
musical revolution of the Sixties, introducing 
a modern sound and viewpoint that parted 
ways with the world of the previous decade. 
In a career that lasted less than a decade, the 
Beatles changed the course of rock and roll 
and popular music. After launching the British 
Invasion of the United Stated and scoring 
20 Number One hits, the Beatles went on to 
indulge their creative energies in the studio, 
layering sounds and crafting songs in a way 
that was experimental yet still accessible. This 
retreat from the ceaseless mayhem of pop ce-
lebrity yielded such musically expansive and 
lyrically sophisticated albums as Rubber Soul 
(1965) and Revolver (1966). The group retired 
from touring in August 1966, and 10 months 
later, they released Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band, an album that has almost 
universally been cited as the creative apo-
theosis of rock and roll, a watershed event in 
which rock became “serious art” without los-
ing its sense of humor. The group continued to 
break new ground with the White Album and 
Abbey Road before calling it quits in 1970. 
All of the band members went on to successful 
solo careers. The Beatles were inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1988.

Celebrate and save -- Two-day passes and full-
year Memberships available
        Two-day passes are available through 
the Museum’s box offi ce. Passes are $33 for 
adults, $25 for seniors and $20 for children. 
For information about this and other ticket 
packages, please visit rockhall.com/visit-the-
museum/plan/tickets.
       Rock Hall Membership includes free 
admission all year long and start at $50 for an 
individual. Join at the Admission desk or in 
advance at rockhall.com/membership/
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By Jimmy Ales
Ted Riser CD Cover Photo by April Ely

Ted Riser and The Marshall Band
~ CD Release Party Friday June 1 at Jewel’s Dance Hall – 50 Free CD’s to be Given Away.

        Man...You can tell summer’s coming 
with the warmer days, sunshine, 
and the sounds of the pipes from the 
bikes.  Along with all that arrives the 
outdoor, adventurous sound of the 
new Ted Riser and The Marshall Band 
CD. With a mixture of melodic and 
heavy guitars that make up an incred-
ible sound and a southern twist. With 
Ted’s new band line up of Dave Miller 
(guitar), Doug King 

(drums), Roger Reinhert (bass), and Steve 
Masek (keys), they have a sound that has 
been compared to the Allman Bros., Outlaws, 
Blackfoot and Molly Hatchet. With a CD out 
about every 5 years from hard rock to country, 
Ted Riser’s long awaited new cd is a southern 
rock powerhouse.
        The adventure begins with opening track 
“Full Throttle Saloon” that has gained the 
attention of Michael Ballard from the True 

TV show Full Throttle Saloon who has sent 
it to the producers of the show to possibly 
be used as the show’s theme song. Many of 
Ted’s songwriting talents are expressed in a 
wide range of themes such as bikes, clubs, 
nature, old western days, and of course, 
brotherhood.  With Ted’s song writing 
about bikes, the remake of  ”Kickstarter”   
with the new band line up gives a whole 
new life to the song.  “The new mem-
bers in the band   give it new life and a 
different sound,” an enthusiastic Riser 
expressed about the new release.  “There 
is no question this is my best CD ever 
recorded.” 
       Other songs like “In a Hole” and 

“Harpersfi eld Dam”, have to do with the 
Grand River. When Ted decided to move to 
Harpersfi eld on the Grand River, he discov-
ered Harpersfi eld Dam and became one of 
his new favorite spots to visit and where he 
wrote a very personalized song about it ….’the 
closest thing to nature is Harpersfi eld Dam.’  
Although he is not considered an activist, Ted 
would put up the fi ght for cause to preserve 
the dam. “I wrote a song about it. They can’t 
tear it down now.” Fortunately, the talks of 
demolition to the 100 year old dam have been 
halted.  

        “Met our Match” and “Gunfi ghters” are 
tunes that take us on road trips to days of the 
old west.  When hearing them, you can picture 
yourself in a movie traveling across the desert 
lands ready for action.  “Brotherhood Bash” is 
all about the camaraderie of getting together 
at the clubs and having a good time with your 
biker brothers and sisters. “Mother Natures 
Way” and “Fight for the Stars” have to do 
with change in weather and nature.  No doubt 
Sound Engineer Mike Zaremba at Advanced 
Audio Design did an outstanding job record-
ing this CD. 
        You’re going to get the chance to hear all 
the songs from the new CD performed live at 
Jewels Dance Hall in Austinburg on Friday 
June 1 starting at 9:30pm. The fi rst 50 people 
at the door will receive a free copy of the cd. 
There will also be CD giveaways on The Fox 
107.5 and WKKY prior to the show.  TR and 
The Marshall band will also be performing 
songs from The Allman Brothers, Outlaws, 
Neil Young, The Marshall Tucker Band and 
much more. 
        CD’s are available at all of Ted’s shows 
including his triple tribute band shows; Whip-
ping Post (Allman Brothers Band), Hurricane 
(Neil Young) and Long Hard Ride (Marshall 
Tucker Band).  You can fi nd out about any of 
their performances by calling the Ted Riser 
HOTLINE at 440-792-4855 or log on to 
www.tedriser.com .  Watch for special summer 
events at Nelson Ledges, Richmond Hts. Rib 
Off, and Fairport Veterans Park.
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2012 Lakefront
Summer Concert Series
Geneva Township Park

Geneva-on-the-Lake

Sponsored by the Geneva-on-the-Lake Visitors Bureau

FREE

Concerts

Every Tuesday

at 7pm

(Donations accepted by

passing of donation can)

June 12 ... The Remember When Band
June 19 ... The Northeasterly Winds
June 26 ... Deryl, Deryl, and Sheryl Band
July 3 ...... Blues Project 2012
July 10 ...... The Lost Sheep Band
July 17 ...... The Magic Buttons
July 24...... Cadillac Lilly the Little Big Band
July 31...... Erie Heights Brass Ensemble
Aug. 14 ...... Young and Blue - Blue Grass
Aug. 21...... Allison Lehr Group - Gospel
Aug. 28...... Geneva Community Choir
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       The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum Announces Free to the Public 
Programs in conjunction with the featured 
exhibit: Grateful Dead: The Long, Strange 
Trip
        In conjunction with its newest exhibit, 
Grateful Dead: The Long, Strange Trip pow-
ered by McIntosh, the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame and Museum has announced a range of 
free public programs that explore the signifi -
cance and legacy of the Grateful Dead, includ-
ing interviews with Hall of Fame Inductees 
Donna Godchaux and Tom Constanten, fi lms, 
and special lectures. The Grateful Dead were 
the most important band of the psychedelic era 
and among the most groundbreaking acts in 
rock and roll history. They broke all the rules 
while slowly and steadily building a career 
that carried them from the ballrooms of San 
Francisco in the Sixties to arenas and stadiums 
all over the country in the decades that fol-
lowed. The Grateful Dead and their followers 
did much to keep the spirit of the Sixties alive 
in modern times.

         Wednesday, May 30, 2012 at 7 p.m. in 
the Rock Hall’s Foster Theater
Film Screening: The Grateful Dead Movie 
(1977, 132 minutes) was fi lmed in October 
of 1974 during a run of fi ve shows at the 
Winterland Ballroom in San Francisco as the 
band was about to go on hiatus from touring. 
Directed by Jerry Garcia and Leon Gast, The 
Grateful Dead Movie captures the Dead at one 
of the peaks of their performing career. Dennis 
McNally, the band’s biographer, describes it as 
a “superb concert movie, a mind-bending and 
adventurous experimental 
fi lm, and an incredibly per-
ceptive and hip portrait of 
the Dead Head fan base and 
their unique relationship to 
this ‘band beyond descrip-
tion.’” Performances include 
“U.S. Blues,” “Playing in 
the Band,” “Casey Jones,” 
and “Morning Dew.”
 This event is FREE with a 
ticket reservation online at 
http://tickets.rockhall.com 
or in-person at the Rock Hall 
Box Offi ce.  A limited number of tickets will 
be available for those without internet access 
through the Rock Hall’s RSVP phone system 
by calling (216) 515-8426.  

The Offi cial 2012 Warped Tour Compila-
tion CD In Stores June 5, 2012 
        Every summer close to 1 million punk 
rockers, emo kids, hardcore fans, metal 
core kids and a slew of other music lovers 
brave the heat for the Vans’ Warped Tour. 

SideOneDummy’s 15th annual Warped Tour 
Compilation is the soundtrack to the sum-
mer, capturing the intensity and diversity of 
this traveling festival with 50 tracks on two 
discs. Ranging from fan favorites to obscure 
rarities and unreleased gems, the compila-
tion kicks off with Rise Against angst fi lled 
anthem “Midnight Hands”, and the energy 
doesn’t let up for more than 140 minutes. The 
collection features a wide variety of artists that 
will be playing this year’s punk rock summer 
camp, such as New Found Glory, Yellowcard, 

Sleeping With Sirens, 
Miss May I, Memphis
May Fire, Falling In 
Reverse, The Used, 
and MORE! For 
those who can’t make 
the Warped Tour this 
year, the compilation 
gives them a taste of 
what the tour is all 
about. However, for 
the million fans that 
go, the album serves 
as a reminder of that 

perfect summer day.
        For the fi rst time in Warped Comp his-
tory, there will be two different bands featured 
on the the cover of the compilation. The fi rst 
will feature Warped veterans Rise Against, 
and the other version of the cover will feature 
Warped Tour fan favorites, All Time Low. 
SideOneDummy Records intends the two ver-
sions to be a nod toward the diverse fan base 
that attends the tour each summer.

Pitbull Brings The 2012 Planet Pit World 
Tour To Cleveland  with special guest DJ 
Havana Brown 
July 29 At Jacobs Pavilion At Nautica 
        Live Nation is thrilled to announce the 
“Planet Pit World Tour” featuring Pitbull 
with special guest DJ Havana Brown on 
July 29th at Jacobs Pavilion at Nautica. 
Tickets go on sale this Friday, May 18 at 10am 
at livenation.com, all Ticketmaster locations 
or charge by phone 800-745-3000. 
       Global sensation Pitbull has taken the 
world by storm with his critically acclaimed 
album Planet Pit, which features a host of 
pop music luminaries such as Marc Anthony, 
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LifeBanc

Organ and Tissue Donation
in Support of Life

 Through improved surgical techniques
and drug therapies, more lives are being
saved. These improvements have caused
the waiting list to grow at a rapid pace.
However, the number of organ donors
has not kept up with the increased need. 
People on the waiting list are not waiting
for a cure to be discovered; they are waiting
for a gift of a lifetime.
What can you do? You can help by joining
The Ohio Donor Registry.
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 
Buckets of 

Beer
WEEKENDS

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

FRI. MAY 25:
ROCK OF AGES

SAT. MAY 26:
AGENT 99

FRI. JUNE 1:
RAISED ON ROCK

SAT. JUNE 2: TED RISER &
THE MARSHALL BAND 

Enrique Iglesias, Jamie Foxx and Chris 
Brown as well as star-studded producers 
Dr. Luke, RedOne, Max Martin and David 
Guetta. The album’s knockout single, “Give 
Me Everything,” reached #1 on the Billboard 
Hot 100, Top 40 Mainstream and Rhythm 
charts. Following the path of hits, Pitbull’s 
latest larger-than-life smash “Back In Time,” 
an original song created exclusively for the 
highly anticipated action adventure comedy 
Men in Black 3. The worldwide hit-maker will 
also be featured in two summer anthems with 
superstars Jennifer Lopez (“Dance Again”) 
and Shakira (“Get It Started”). Pitbull will 
bring these hits to life across the country this 
summer, using the raw energy of his live band 
to create an electrifying performance that his 
fans will never forget. 
Reserved Seat Tickets start at $55 - $79.50 
General Admission: $45 Tickets on Sale 
Now and are available at livenation.com, all 
Ticketmaster locations, and charge by phone 
(800)745-3000.

House of Blues Concerts

Dokken
Friday, August 17 * doors at 7:30 PM
Tickets: $23 in Advance * 4-Packs: $69 On 
Sale Now
       Dokken is an American heavy metal and 
hard rock band formed in 1978. They split 
up in 1989 but reformed four years later. The 
group accumulated numerous charting singles 
and has sold more than 10 million albums 
worldwide. The band was nominated for a 
Grammy in 1989. The road that Dokken has 
traveled has been long and complicated, but 
there is no end in sight. Dokken continues to 
tour and rock the world with their brand of 
driving heavy metal.
Artist Website: www.dokkencentral.com

Wanted – A Tribute to Bon Jovi
with Swamps of Jersey – Springsteen 
Tribute
Saturday, September 29 * doors at 8:00 PM
Tickets: $10 in Ad-
vance * 4-Packs: 
$32 On Sale Now
        Wanted is 
dedicated to paying 
tribute to this great 
Rock-N-Roll band 
and to performing 
the music of Bon 
Jovi the way it was 
meant to be played 
and in a man-
ner that delivers 
a true “Bon Jovi 

Experience”. Having grown up with, and been 
inspired by, the music of Bon Jovi; and having 
individually polished their craft performing in 
various bands over the years, the musicians in 
Wanted are now uniquely qualifi ed and excited 
to bring to you Cleveland’s Premier Bon Jovi 
tribute band. www.wantedtributeband.com

WJCU “Metal on Metal” 30th Anniversary 
Breaker With Shok Paris, Manimals and 
Cellbound
Friday, July 6 * doors at 7:00 PM
Tickets: $15 in Advance On Sale Now
        Breaker formed in 1982 and, along 
with Shok Paris and Destructor, has been an 
anchor of Peters’ Auburn Records label roster. 
Jim Hamar appeared on the band’s “Blood 
Money” single (1983) and landmark Get 
Tough! album (1987), both highly regarded 
and valuable collectibles to ‘80s underground 
heavy metal fans, as well as several compila-
tion, live and EP releases. The band performed 
at the 2000 Wacken Open Air festival in Ger-
many with Hamar. Greg Wagner (H.A.T.E.) 
had been the band’s singer since Hamar’s de-
parture in 2001.The concert will celebrate the 
30th anniversary (1982-2012) of Bill Peters’ 
“Metal On Metal” radio program, heard every 
Friday night in Cleveland on WJCU 88.7 FM 
and streamed live via the Internet at www.
wjcu.org. The very popular underground radio 
program has featured import and independent 
heavy metal for parts of the past four decades.
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        Conventional wisdom/general principle 
claims that we are what we eat, but that seems 
rather incomplete, particularly in a world 
that constantly comes up with new “stud-
ies” and “polls” postulating that anything we 
ingest will end up killing us. Even some of 
the “healthy” stuff ends 
up fi nding itself in the im-
posed cultural crosshairs—
you’ve seen the newscasts 
and read the online capsule 
stories: “Could too many 
vegetables actually be 
bad for you?!” We usually 
move to dismiss all that, 
and should, moreover, 
because, food shouldn’t 
identify anybody. Nour-
ishment, taste, hunger, 
etc., shouldn’t serve as a 
defi nition.
      If we really want to categorize each 
other (more than we already do, mind you) 
with things, in addition to actions, one would 
like to think that something more substantial 
would be applied to who we are, something 
that nourishes the brain, enriches the soul and 
heightens experiences and worldviews. Some-
thing that teaches and instructs us. Well, what 
better than books, those seemingly antiquated 
masses constantly calling you, those vessels to 
another world, those portals to all imaginable 
accessibility.
      No digital dissing this time, dear read-
ers. Convenient and expeditious the ‘net and 
Kindle and the like may be, but they are all 
delivery tools, mechanisms that offer info 
quick fast, and that is, granted, a cool thing. 
Anybody out there, though, want to take their 
time? Feed their brains (which shouldn’t get 
a summer break)? Check out some of the 
picks below. Naturally, this list is arbitrary 
as always, and a bit short but for the summer 

solstice harvest, these fruits won’t disappoint. 
And they’re good for you too. Bon appétit, 
dear readers, and thank me later. 
        Newer releases are always enjoyable. 
Most people know about Stephen King’s 
and John Grisham’s latest works (“The Wind 
Through the Keyhole” and “Calico Joe,” 
respectively), but there are other outstand-
ing choices available from the buffet. So, 
if you’ve fi nished your entrée of “Hunger 
Games,” “Catching Fire,” and “Mockingjay,” 

if you’ve stuffed yourself 
with enough “Fifty Shades 
of Grey,” then lend your 
reading palate and con-
sideration to this fi ne and 
fabulous fare, won’t you? 
        (Permit a quick 
note: Curious that pop 
culture and mad media in 
every form seems to have 
put “Fifty Shades” on a 
mainstream pedestal as 
if it were a trailblazer of 
sorts. Ellen DeGeneres, 
shtick ever-present, “tried” 

to read an excerpt on her show; many libraries 
won’t shelf any of the books in the trilogy. 
If it’s juicy you want to get your hands on, 
most any of Henry Miller’s books, especially 
“The Rosy Crucifi xion” trilogy will do. Or 
help yourself to some Charles Bukowski. (His 
novel “Women” will have you laughing out 
loud.) From the woman’s perspective, you’ll 
never go wrong with Anais Nin, and Erica 
Jong’s “Fear of Flying” is a classic of feminin-
ity, freedom, adventure and sexuality.)
       “Home” by Toni Morrison - At 81, Our 
Lady of Literature (from Lorain, by the way, a 
local legend) has published her 10th novel and 
recently received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the highest civilian award bestowed 
by the United States (along with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal.) Morrison has won the 
Pulitzer and the Nobel and her work refl ects 
a consciousness and depth of race, identity, 
liberation and human good and evil. “Home” 
sees protagonist Frank Money serve in the 
Korean War only returning to aid his dying 

By Chad Felton
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younger sister in a country who views him as 
a second-class citizen. The book immediately 
takes its place in the Morrison canon.
        “Farther Away” by Jonathan Fran-
zen – Following “Freedom,” his latest novel, 
is a collection of essays (most of which have 
appeared in “The New Yorker”) Franzen 
wrote while writing “Freedom.” Like his other 
nonfi ction, Franzen takes provocative high-
aim at a wide range of topics, including an 
emerging daily digitized world, literary tastes, 
his adventurous journey to an island off the 
coast of Chile, channeling his Robison Crusoe, 
and the death of his friend and “literary rival” 
David Foster Wallace. Some critics claim that 
Franzen’s offi cious and brooding diatribes ring 
like the yelps of a malcontent, but there’s no 
denying his passion and power, let alone his 
fascinating writing. 
        “Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention” by 
Manning Marable– This book was recently 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for History, sadly, 
posthumously; Marable passed on the eve of 
his work’s publication. This book, described 
as a “magnum opus” of the “controversial” 
Malcolm X, is controversial in and of itself 
as it asserts many details and experiences that 
were strategically not included in Malcolm’s 
as-told-to Alex Haley autobiography. Its sharp 
and analytical focus sweeps over all aspects 
of the leader’s life and points its fi nger at the 
tacit collusion of law enforcement agencies (at 
the highest levels) and the Nation of Islam’s 
hierarchy in silencing Malcolm’s voice by 
assassination. They failed to silence his infl u-
ence, Manning ultimately concludes. Lord 
knows he’s right.
        “Salvage the Bones” by Jesmyn Ward 
– Ward’s little, albeit emotionally power-
ful, novel about a poor, motherless family 
unknowingly awaiting the devastation of Hur-
ricane Katrina in the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
days before the storm came out of nowhere 
and landed on a multitude of recent national 
Best Books lists. Esch, resembling anything 
remotely considered an adult, is the fourteen-
year-old pregnant heroine; her three brothers 
try to plant their collective fl ags by fi ghting 
their prized pit bull; their father, an alcoholic 

who barely manages his children, surprises 
them all in the end. Revelatory and real, 
poetic and profound, Ward’s second book took 
the literary world by storm, pardon the pun. 
Maybe that explains why it won the National 
Book Award for Fiction. 
        “The Man From Primrose Lane” 
by James Renner – This amalgamation of 
murder mystery and science fi ction swirl 
is Renner’s debut novel after the author 
published two non-fi ction crime investigation 
works. “Primrose” follows the story of a man 
who fi nds himself examining obsessions, in-
cluding his own, focusing around an eccentric 
recluse who was shockingly and inexplicably 
murdered. This loopy narrative dances all 
over (a good thing, trust) and introduces twists 
you’d never anticipate. Renner’s local stand-
ing lends nothing but literary credence to this 
odd and terrifi c tale.
        (In memoriam: Maurice Sendak. “Where 
The Wild Things Are” is pure fun and imagi-
nation. Your assigned correspondent doesn’t 
know any kid who didn’t grow up with that 
book. Sendak’s vision and illustrations are 
etched in memory and his seminal work 
spawned a Dave Eggers incarnation and a 
2009 live-action fi lm directed by Spike Jonze. 
Rediscover Sendak’s classic story; it’ll never 
dissipate.)
       There you have it. Discovery on so many 
levels is out there waiting. If you can pull 
yourself away from your Xbox and iPhone, 
your Twitter account and the entire vacuum 
of social media, if you can stop watching 
“reality” television—what Chuck D dubbed 
“Channel Zero,” and that was 24 years ago—
the rogue activity of reading will surely and 
happily greet you. Okay, okay, the promise 
was made not to disparage the digital divin-
ity…but, c’mon’, you know that I had my 
fi ngers crossed….
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Book Review By: Pete Roche

        Mike Watt didn’t know the difference 
between guitar and bass 35 years ago.  When 
a childhood friend suggested they start up 
a band together, Watt settled for bass only 
because D. Boon was already an accomplished 
guitarist.  
       Watt was both fl ustered and fascinated 
by his instrument.  It had four strings instead 
of six, and they were thick and wiry, like the 
cables on suspension bridges.  Unaccustomed 
to the heavy gauge—and with nary a sense of 
the instrument’s role in a rock context—Watt 
learned enough “thud staff” to serve compe-
tently as the “low fl ow” 
vertice of the Minuteman 
triangle.  He and D. Boon 
enjoyed classic rock like 
Blue Oyster Cult but 
were enthralled by the 
burgeoning punk scene.  
Playing loud and fast 
came naturally.  
       It was only after 
delving into the cata-
logs of artists like John 
Coltrane and P-Funk that 
Watt reexamined his role 
in Minutemen.  By the 
time their ambitious 1984 
double-album Double 
Nickels on the Dime 
came along, he’d forgone 
the plectrum and was 
thrumming bass nimbly 
with his fi ngers like a 
jazzman.  The change 
was partly necessitated 
by Watt’s need to bolster 
the band’s democracy of sound, augmenting 
Boon’s slashing midrange, without becoming 
lost in the sonic stew.
       As an itinerant musician, Watt cultivated 
a road-warrior aesthetic that stressed maxi-
mum mileage with minimum overhead.  The 
Minutemen shared vans with other groups 
and camped in fans’ homes after gigs.  This 
budget-mindedness carried over into Watt’s 
songwriting—or was perhaps borne of it; so 
renowned were the Minutemen for their brief, 
unadorned anthems that many assumed the 
band name derived from the average length of 
songs on The Punch Line and What Makes a 
Man Start Fires?         
       The trio carved a niche in San Pedro, con-
founding hardcore enthusiasts with their brev-
ity and impressionist, stream-of-conscience 
lyrics.  The Minutemen could be cantankerous, 
but their arrangements were often cerebral. 
The marriage of noise and nuance made for 
a unique dynamic that was smart and satiric 
more often than smarmy or sarcastic.  Punks 
weren’t supposed to be especially competent 
instrumentalists, much less virtuosos.  But 
Watt, Boon, and drummer George Hurley 
gave convention a collective cold shoulder, 
each man becoming a master of his musical 
domain.  They were progenitors of what would 

a decade later be known as alternative rock.   
       The Minutemen notched several albums 
and EPs before an auto accident claimed D. 
Boon in late ‘85.  Watt had no intention of 
continuing without his best friend and creative 
ally.  At least not until diehard Ohio Minute-
man fan Ed Crawford drove to California and 
persuaded him to sally forth.  fIREHOSE—
featuring Watt, Crawford, and Hurley—cut 
four discs before fi zzing out in 1994 (a new 
anthology is available, however). 
       Watt collaborated with a host of notable 
musicians during the late 80s and early 90s, 

including Eddie Ved-
der, Perry Farrell, 
and Henry Rol-
lins.  One of rock’s 
most respected and 
reliable utility men, 
Watt also jammed in 
various in-studio and 
onstage confi gura-
tions with members 
of Nirvana, Soul 
Asylum, Beastie 
Boys, and Red 
Hot Chili Peppers. 
He even formed a 
double-bass group 
with then-wife Kira 
Roessler (ex-Black 
Flag) and helped 
get Dave Grohl’s 
Foo Fighters off 
the ground.  Ses-
sions with Thurston 
Moore (Sonic Youth) 
and Scott Asheton 

(Stooges) led to Watt joining Iggy Pop’s 
revamped outfi t on tour in 2003 and on record 
in 2007 (The Weirdness).  During this period 
he also found time to work with Pere Ubu’s 
David Thomas and contribute bass tracks to 
Kelly Clarkson’s third CD.  
       Watt’s solo debut featured cameos by 
many of those famous friends but showcased 
the bassist’s prodigious chops and abstract, 
almost absurdist lyrics. In 1997 he released 
Contemplating the Engine Room, the fi rst 
in what is now a three-volume song cycle 
wherein music becomes a metaphor for Watt’s 
past, present, and future.  A debilitating ill-
ness sidelined the bassist in 2000, but Watt 
rebounded with The Second Middleman’s Last 
Stand.  2010’s “opera” The Hyphenated Man 
completed the circle.  
       The last two years alone saw the busy 
bassist touring Hyphenated Man with The 
Missing Men, road-tripping with Iggy and the 
Stooges, recording another Dos disc with Kira, 
and hosting the Watt from Pedro podcast.  
Watt had an easygoing drawl when we spoke 
to him last year.  He thinks of written or verbal 
speech (including song lyrics and vocals) 
as spiels and sometimes refers to himself in 

Mike Watt
on and off bass

~ Continued On Page 28
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        Planning a long car ride over the sum-
mer? Beware!!! My wife and I were on a 
long drive, and heard a popular song on the 
radio….
RADIO: “American woman…stay away 
from me. American woman, mama let me 
be!”
WIFE: Who did that song?
ME: Guess Who!
WIFE: Who?
ME: I told ya - Guess Who!
WIFE: I’m guessing The Who did that song.
ME: No, Guess Who did the song.
WIFE: OK, was it Yes?
ME: No!
WIFE: I give up. What band was it?
ME: Guess Who.
WIFE: !@#$%&
(Silence for a long time)
WIFE: (Looking out the window) Ooh! 
Eagles! Birds! Animals! Beetles!
ME: No! All wrong!
WIFE: Why do you contradict me?! I know 
what I’m seeing!

ME: You’re ‘seeing’ the radio???
WIFE: Why are you talking about the radio? 
There are no beetles on the radio!
ME: There’s always Beatles on the radio! 
There’s more Beatles than probably anything 
else!
WIFE: You’re crazy! Look, see? Maybe 
some dust, or some cracker crumbs, that’s 
all!
ME: (under my breath) She’s crazy!
WIFE: (under her breath) He’s crazy!
(Silence for a long time)
ME: (complaining) Traffi c! Men at work! 
Stones! Highway men! Rush! Long journey! 
Police! 
WIFE: (reading roadside sign) Ooh! Chi-
cago!
ME: I’m tired of these Ventures.
WIFE: But (sighing, looking out the win-
dow)…America!!!
(Silence for a long time)
ME: It was “Guess Who!”
WIFE: You’re cracked!
ME: U2!

Your Home for  Your Home for  
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By Pete Roche

Red Tails 
Now on DVD and Bluray
        Academy-Award winner Cuba Good-
ing, Jr. and would-have-been War Machine 
Terrence Howard have played WWII pilots 
before: Gooding appeared in a 1995 HBO 
picture THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN, while 
Howard cameoed in the 2002 drama HART’S 
WAR.  Now they get to rattle the saber again 
for the aerial acro-
bats, with George 
Lucas footing the 
bill.   
       But while the 
profi les of Gooding 
and Howard grace 
posters for RED 
TAILS, their roles 
(however supe-
rior in rank) are 
subservient to the 
tempestuous, con-
fl icted—and crazy-
talented—young 
pilots in their 
charge.  Howard’s 
Col. Bullard spends 
the fi rst third of the 
picture in Wash-
ington, trying to 
drum up support 
for his near-disenfranchised (fi guratively and 
literally) unit in Italy, where recruits refer to 
the squeaky-voiced actor as “The Old Man.”  
Gooding (who in real life is 42-year old 
Howard’s senior by four years) plays Bullard’s 
pipe-chomping right hand man, Maj. Stance, 
a proud taskmaster who urges his boys to stay 
mission-focused rather than dwell on the ineq-
uities befalling their segregated squadron.  
       The primary narrative winds around a 
close-knit fraternity of fl yboys:  Martin “Easy” 
Julian (Nate Parker) is the clean-cut son of 
a judge trying to live up to everyone’s high 
expectations.  Joe “Lighting” Little (David 
Oyelowo, James Franco’s boss in RISE OF 
THE PLANET OF THE APES) is the group’s 
resident hotshot, a gifted but occasionally 
reckless recruit who falls madly for a Sicilian 
girl living near their base.  “Smokey” is a 
laid-back mush-mouth who spends his leisure 
playing Robert Johnson songs (“They’re Red 
Hot”) on a battered acoustic guitar. “Deke” is 
a spiritually-minded deacon who never takes 
to the skies without consulting a prayer card 
depicting “Black Jesus.”  A fi fth pilot, “Ray 
Gun,” is the young blood who’d rather die 
than be grounded—an overeager rookie whose 
archetype is practically requisite for all war 
fi lms—and who just might have his death wish 

granted. 
         A love-hate brotherhood develops 
between Easy and Lightning, whose propensi-
ties to push each other’s buttons is matched 
only by their skills in the cockpit.  Pressured 
to succeed as group leader, Easy numbs his 
nerves with alcohol, which compromises 
his decision-making on sorties.  Meanwhile, 
impetuous Lightning often breaks formation, 
leaving his buddies unprotected while he 

shoots up stray German Messer-
schmitt Bf-109s and straggler 
ground transports just to stick 
it to Der Fuhrer.  When the two 
men agree to better them-
selves—with Easy giving up 
the drink and Lighting working 
on his impulse control—you 
just know one of them won’t 
survive, and that the one who 
does will fi nd small solace in 
his own personal redemption.
       The airmen are enthused 
when General Luntz (Gerald 
McRaney) pulls some strings to 
give the 332nd a job opportu-
nity that for once isn’t of the 
hand-me-down variety.  Instead 
of having to fold, the outfi t is 
ordered to provide air support 
for a massive beach landing, 

where they waste no time knocking Balken-
kreuz-bedazzled biplanes out of the sky.  The 
resulting news reports and highlight reels 
win the attention of top brass, who fi nally 
acquiesce to Bullard’s demand for new planes 
and priority assignments.  Their stellar perfor-
mance also frustrates the fi lm’s sole token bad 
guy—the scarred, blonde “Pretty Boy.”  An ef-
fective amalgam of Hermann Goring, Manfred 
“Red Baron” von Richtofen, and evil Anakin 
Skywalker, this blue-eyed ace gives the enemy 
a face (albeit scarred), shaking his fi st at the 
departing Tuskegee titans after they reduce his 
base to rubble.  
       Swapping rickety P-47 Thunderbolts for 
P-51 Mustangs, the airmen paint their tail as-
semblies in bright swathes of crimson and go 
“wheels up” with renewed vigor.  The pilots 
earn a reputation for restraint; their refusal 
to abandon the bomber “heavies” they’re 
assigned to protect wins the admiration of the 
white enlistees who previously scoffed at the 
notion of “coloreds” at the throttle, and who 
were accustomed to their glory-seeking white 
escorts abandoning them to chase “Gerries” 
and up their kill counts.  But the Luftwaffe 
also gets an equipment upgrade, with sleek, 
jet-powered Me 262 replacing the 262s and 
taking the biplane battles of the third act into 

IRON EAGLE / TOP GUN territory.
       The dogfi ghts are spectacular, even if 
subpar digital effects occasionally threaten 
to shatter the illusion of crowded skies over 
Europe.  Dozens of planes litter the screen 
at the same time, and one marvels how these 
pilots could maneuver (much less track targets 
or dodge pursuers) at such velocities without 
crashing into one another.  Lucas, an aerial 
combat fi lm afi cionado, previously applied 
this sort of busy, high-altitude high jinx to 
the climactic X-Wing vs. TIE Fighter duels 
in STARS WARS and RETURN OF THE 
JEDI.  Fortunately, the pilots in RED TAILS 
are written well enough to at least resemble 
actual human beings, who—all courage 
aside—were probably terrifi ed in the midst 
of action.  These guys sweat, breathe heavy, 
comment grimly on the blood pooling at their 
feet, and frantically radio for assistance when 
they can’t shake enemy bogies.  If only this 
realism translated to the pilots’ interactions 
on the ground, where the men devolve into 
cookie-cutter doppelgangers of similarly nick-
named, loosely-scripted soldiers we’ve seen in 
other combat pictures, and whose dialogue is 
either rote or (in Howard’s case) sloganeering.  
And when one of the pilots is shot down and 
escorted to a German stalag, his prison bunker 
so closely resembles the one from HOGAN’S 
HEROES that I expected to fi nd Bob Crane 
and Richard Dawson inside playing cards.
        Likewise, the music is everything you’d 
expect from a WWII actioner, from frequent 
use of military snare drums to the woefully 
predictable inclusion of the Andrews Sis-
ters’ “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.”  Director 
Anthony Hemingway (television’s CSI: NY, 
THE WIRE) strikes a brisk pace and takes 
cinematic advantage of Sicilian topography, 
but his cuts are abrupt, with some sequences 
coming and going without establishing their 
signifi cance.  
       Personally, I’d have enjoyed use of decid-
edly anachronistic (but indisputably kick-ass) 
rock songs like Iron Maiden’s “Tail Gunner” 
and “Aces High” during the dogfi ghts.  And 
how funny would it have been to have Alec 
McGuinness’ disembodied voice instructing a 
pilot to “Use the Force” just once?  I jest, but 
there’s mind-candy for you.  RED TAILS is a 
competent war thriller, even if it fails to live 
up to the dramatic promise of a biopic about 
black pilots fi ghting Axis Powers as well as 
their own bigoted U.S. bureaucracy to carve 
a niche for themselves in history books.  It’s 
a big-hearted war fi lm about the adventures 
of an initially-discounted squadron of heroes 
who just happened to be black.   
        But RED TAILS would have been ines-

timably more powerful had it focused more 
on the struggles the 322nd endured because 
its members were black.  The pervasiveness 
of the era’s Jim Crow laws are only addressed 
on the surface; the U.S. Air Force simply 
buys into the ignorant tradition of viewing 
African-Americans as “mentally inferior,” and 
thus incapable of operating complex machin-
ery with any amount of skill.  One or two 
chaps lose their temper when the N-word is 
leveled, but otherwise the racism is countered 
with bland “Give us a chance and we’ll show 
‘em” bravado.  Lucas’s message might have 
resonated had the script emphasized the emo-
tional toll of being constantly overlooked and 
undervalued while being subjected to the same
risks as white servicemen; this patent unfair-
ness is only scratched on the surface here, 
like fl ak glancing off a fuselage.  Still, credit 
the STAR WARS creator for putting his beard 
and his money behind so worthy a project; the 
world may yet forgive him for Jar-Jar Binks.  
Hopefully a few youngsters will walk into 
RED TAILS expecting a generic shoot-‘em-up 
and walk out more aware of a special group of 
people who accomplished amazing things at a 
pivotal point in our nation’s history. 
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Dark Shadows
Warner Brothers  PG13  113 min
      It seems the list of old TV shows waiting 
to be remade as full length motion pictures is 
limitless. DARK SHADOWS is somewhat out 
of the ordinary for a few reasons. 
First is that the legendary 70’s gothic soap op-
era drew its success mainly from young girls 
who rushed home after school to watch it. So 
it’s familiar to a small segment of viewers 
some 40 odd years later.
Second this particular series hasn’t seemed 
to enjoy the success in reruns that some other 
sixty’s and seventy’s icons have. Since the 
original series was a serial there was one long 
and complicated story line which never really 
seems to end, until possibly the fi nal episode. 
Along that long and winding road there were 
examples of just about every stock horror 
character imaginable. Werewolves, witches, 
ghosts, zombies, mad doctors and of course 
every teenage girl’s favorite: vampires.
Johnny Depp reprises Jonathan Frid’s famous 
undead Barnabas Collins here in the big screen 
version. The setup is much like the original 
series. Barnabas has spurned the affections 
of a witch who curses him to eternal misery 
as a vampire. 200 years later and excavation 
crew accidentally breaks open his coffi n and 
Barnabas walks the earth again. Upon return-
ing to his ancestral mansion he will fi nd to his 
dismay that the Collins family fi shery empire 
has fallen on hard times. Their main competi-
tion turns out to be run by the reincarnation 
of the witch who cast him into darkness in the 
fi rst place. Uh oh.
So what we have is two distinctly different 
types of movie battling for supremacy in one 
body. 
First is the dark comedy as Barnabas is con-
founded by the modern world. Remember he’s 
never seen television, cars, lava lamps etc. 
He often recites corny 70s pop culture (Steve 
Miller’s The Joker lyrics, the Carpenters and 
Erich Segal’s Love Story) with a dramatic 
Shakespearian fl air. They repeat that gag a few 
times.
The other angle here is his attempt to save the 
family business and put the Collins family 
back on top. 
This fi lm reunites two very talented people, 
Johnny Depp and Tim Burton. In my opinion, 

Depp often lets the makeup man do most of 
his acting for him, but I will admit that he has 
put together a fi ne recreation of the character 
here. 
Burton has a special gift for striking scenery 
with a macabre overtone. Unfortunately I 
don’t think he does a great job with characters. 
I fi nd most of his fi lms interesting but lacking 
in charisma. DARK SHADOWS is defi nitely 
creepy cool but neither the drama nor the 
comedy really catches on. 
The production values are certainly impressive 
but beyond that it’s not a great deal of fun.
But it’s nice to see Michelle Pfeiffer and Alice 
Cooper 

C+

By Westside Steve Simmons

The Dictator
Paramount  R  83 min
        Have you ever heard the defi nition of 
insanity as doing the same thing over and over 
but expecting different results? Friends and 
neighbors, with the stench of BORAT and 
BRUNO remaining in my nostrils I still went 
to see Sacha Baron Cohen in his new box of-
fi ce abomination THE DICTATOR.  I thought 
to myself well, he’s made a lot of money, and 
he’s also had a respectable role in a Scorsese 
fi lm so maybe this won’t suck. Mere minutes 
into this turd it dawned on me how he’d made 
all that money: by writing and producing some 
of the worst movies known to mankind.  Well 
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gang, the honorable mister Cohen now has 
another stinker to drop into the cesspool of his 
fi lmography. The good news is that this isn’t 
another fake documentary in which we are 
asked to believe the world is unaware of the 
characters Cohen is putting on but a fi sh out 
of water parody about a dictator forced to live 
in the USA. Aladeen (Cohen) is the insanely 
brutal dictator of an awful North African 
country similar to our pal Qaddafi  and Libya. 
It is obviously rent week for Ben Kingsley 
who plays the tyrants right hand man who is 
plotting against him and in league with evil 
international oil barons. Their plot consists of 
knocking off old Al and replacing him with 
an apparently brain damaged double who 
will sign a fake treaty that allow the oil guys 
to take over. But sadly enough, he survives. 
Don’t feel picked on if you are actually a 
member of a chronically offended minority, 
there is almost no group that are not insulted 
in this fl ick.  It’s kind of an equal opportunity 
offender. If it’s the traditional vulgarity that 
brings Cohen fans out they will not be disap-
pointed. Fans of great humor will be, as we 
say S.O.L. The offensive non funny humor is 
balanced with an equal amount of gross out 
non funny humor. I love offensive humor, just 
make it fun.

And there is also redemption, a romantic and  
international intrigue sub plots that never 
catch fi re. 
Don’t get me wrong, friends, I wasn’t of-
fended by any of the attacks on any of the 
stereotypes in this fi lm. The way I look at it 
there aren’t many special interest groups in 
the world that don’t deserve some crap. It’s 
just that this particular crap isn’t very funny. 
Still THE DICTATOR will surely make a lot 
of money and there will be a handful of people 
that think it’s great. 
Oh well.

F+

WSS
Email - westsidesteve@aol.com
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~Continued from Page 23

the third person.  And for a guy who favors 
blue jeans, work shirts, and the occasional 
handlebar moustache, Watt has an impeccable 
knowledge of visual as well as musical arts.
        Never have the objects of the plaid 
pirate’s keen eye been on display more than 
in his new book, Mike Watt: On and Off 
Bass, now available from Three Rooms Press.  
Dedicated to D. Boon, the 112-page 8x10” 
photo memoir assembles over 50 glorious, 
full-color digital snapshots taken by Watt 
while frequenting the ports in and around Pe-
dro and intersperses them with spiel consisting 
of original poetry or selections from the bass-
ist’s tour diaries 2000-2010.  It’s an insightful 
journey into the mind of a great contemporary 
musician who, even at 54, pushes the punk 
envelope (the cover image features Watt 
taking a cold-water dip with his Polar Bear 
buddies) while espousing the same DIY ethic 
and student-of-the-universe worldview he did 
at 24.
       Recent interviews fi nd the humble Watt 
crediting much of the work behind On and Off 
Bass to his editors.  Laurie Steelink culled the 
images from the kayaking musician’s port-
folio, while Peter Carlaftes and Kat Georges 
combed Watt’s journals for appropriate ver-
biage.  But there’s no mistaking the Watt-ness 
of the work—from the sky-on-fi re sunrises 
and seals-at-play photos to the introspective 
blurbs, road notes, eulogies (D. Boon and 
Coltrane), and touching tributes (to his parents 
and fellow players).  The result is what the 
fl annel-clad captain might call a “boatload of 
truths” in book form, handsomely bound with 
a photo index and introductions by the editors.
       The images focus on the waterfront near 
Watt’s San Pedro home and emphasize—
whether intended or not—the juxtaposition of 
nature and industry found there, where sand 
meets cement and surf comingles with steel.  
A picture of a crane devouring a fi sh might 
be followed by one of a crane loading cargo 
containers of canned fi sh onto some colossal 
freighter.  People are not featured.  Rather, 
Watt lets his captures of pelicans, lighthouses, 
docks, and waves, and sailboats speak—er, 
spiel—on the human condition.  
       “You look out the window here…and 
there’s the sea,” Watt writes in a 2010 entry 
from France.  “Massive tide and shallow 
beach for a hundred feet to where the surf 
comes up.”
       The not-so-amateur photographer explains 
that all his “sunshot” photographs feature 
sunsets because Pedro faces east, dunking the 
golden-orange Sol into the sea somewhere far 
beyond the horizon.  While going through the 
book the fi rst time I found myself wondering 
what kind of camera, lens, and settings Watt 
used to document these singular, fl eeting mo-
ments.  But then it occurred to me no one asks 
what kind of guitar Kurt Cobain used to play 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit.”  It’s the result that 
counts, reasons Watt.
       “I use the example of a pocket knife,” he 
writes from Santa Fe in 2002.  
       “The art is not in the knife itself but rather 
in what is to be carved with it.  For me, the 
punk scene was a means—not an end—to 
itself.”     

       The oldest images in the collection—two 
sunrises and an intriguing shot of footprints 
(animal) in the sand alongside a kayak—hail 
from 2006.  The most recent—more sunrises 
and some pelican pics—were taken in Winter 
2010.  There’s even a shot taken during an 
outing on Christmas Day 2009.  
       The prose entries are sequenced here for 
snappy reading but could be divided into three 
groups—road notes about performances and 
players (including Watt himself), observa-
tions on the natural world, and philosophical 
rants—or “thinks”—concerning the author’s 
place in the universe.  And while the road 
musings date back to 2000, their subject mat-
ter stretches over thirty years, to the very day 
Watt befriended D. Boon, whose George Car-
lin quotations made him seem like “the smart-
est dude ever in the world.”  The bassist shares 
personal thoughts on Stooges jams in Spain 
(“The folks are really lit up!  Scotty is really 
swinging on the drums, what a groove to plant 
some bass in.”) and refl ections on his Hierony-
mus Bosch-inspired third opera: (“What Tom 
and Raul are doing for my third opera makes 
me happy.  I’m thinking that when we record 
in May, I wanna do it this way—just Tom and 
Raul playing as Missingmen and Watt tripping 
on it, adding the spiel and bass later…”).  
        Elsewhere, Watt fi shes even deeper 
waters.  
       “Sometimes I wish my essence was 
blasted into virtually infi nitely maximum 
distanced particles,” he writes from Australia 
in 2006.  “So it’d be impossible for me to have 
any kind of center.”
       His thirst for creative freedom notwith-
standing—and whether he realizes it or not—
Watt does have a center.  We’re all sailors on 
the sea of life; it’s just that Watt stands among 
a select few who are conscious of that journey. 
The anchor pendant round his neck symbol-
izes his recognition of the nautical nature of it 
all, and it’s no small coincidence Watt pilots 
his Ford Econoline from city to city with 
the spirit (and lexicon) of a salty dog from a 
Melville novel.   
       “I was…like a spectator to my own 
mind,” wrote Watt in New York, 2000. 
       “My eyes would follow the boats and it 
seemed like I was thinking of everything at 
once.  It was intoxicating.  I put my hand on 
my face to know it was still there.  It felt like a 
bass string—a big, giant one—and I wanted to 
pluck it.  I wanted to hear what note my head 
would make if it was rung.”
       Perhaps Watt can’t pluck his own face 
the way he works his instrument.  But On and 
Off Bass at least gives some indication of how 
the man’s mind functions—how he interprets 
what he sees and hears.  How he traverses that 
inward space where marine life rubs up again 
manufacturing, where salt and wind beget rust,
where barnacles infi ltrate the ballast tanks of 
tall ships in Puget Sound.  If excavation of 
the punk dialectic ever resembled a voyage 
beneath the waves, Watt from Pedro would be 
our crusty, ingenious Nemo. 

On and Off Bass is his captain’s log thus far.  
www.mikewatt.com  
www.hootpage.com
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If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

SPRING SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

         I took a small break from the shop last 
week to do a drywall job. After doing it it 
reminded me again of why I decided to get 
into the building and fi xing guitars.  
        It seems that I have been repairing gui-
tars in the Cleveland area for almost twenty 
years now. With the wide variety of repairs 
that I have seen come and go in my shop, I 
have gained enough experience to know that 
some repairs are better off left alone. Or may-
be I should say that the time, effort and money 
to fi x them does not equal the reward. I’m not 
saying they cannot be repaired but I’m just not 
sure that it is worth it. That decision is always 
up to the customer. It may not 
be an expensive instrument and 
the person acquired the guitar 
for little or nothing and they 
don’t mind spending (what 
seems to be) an extraordinary 
amount of money to fi x it. 
Sometimes it’s hard to justify 
spending a couple hundred 
dollars to fi x something up that 
you can replace for nearly the 
same amount of money.
     Last week I had a nice 
Hohner Dreadnaught guitar 
with a solid spruce top come 
in for a repair.  I was told that 
it had a small crack in the 
top and could I fi x it. Then 
I looked at it; the crack that 
went from the bridge to the end 
block where the strap is con-
nected, the bridge was loose 
and it had started to separate about a 1/16 of 
an inch from the top. Upon further investiga-
tion I found that the top was split on both 
sides of the fi ngerboard extension and that the 
neck had been shoved almost 3/8 of an inch 
into the sound hole of the guitar. OUCH! My 
only guess is that the guitar was dropped on 
its head. This was the fi rst time I had come 
across this type of injury. It actually knocked 
the neck block loose and cracked the main 
heavy brace under the fi ngerboard to have 
shoved the neck that far into the body. At fi rst 
I was a little befuddled on how I was going 
to go about this repair. Somehow I needed to 
push the neck block back into position so that 
the sound hole lined back up again. I decided 
to use an all thread rod in the end of an expan-

sion bolt (the type you use when tightening a 
cable for a dog run or a clothes line). By turn-
ing it counter clockwise it actually spreads the 
rod instead of tightening it. I was able to get 
it back into position with this method. Then 
the right combinations of blocks and threaded 
rods had to be fi gure out so that I would have 
room to use a clamp on the main brace once 
the neck block was repositioned to the proper 
place. Some support needed to be added to the 
neck block to be able to glue one side of the 
support onto the side of the neck block and 
then the adjacent side to the top at the same 
time making it stable once the string tension 

was up to pitch. So I cut the handle off of 
one of my clamps and devised a method that 
I thought would work. After a couple of dry 
runs to make sure I had all of my procedures 
down to a “T”, I was ready to go. This all took 
about 3-4 hours to fi gure out to feel confi dent 
enough to carry on. I still haven’t even pulled 
out the glue bottle yet.  I thought maybe I 
ought to call the owner and explain how dif-
fi cult it would be to repair and that the cost 
would be about 200.00 to possibly 250.00. Re-
member I still had to remove the bridge, clean 
the old glue off, and straighten the bridge 
(because they always warp a little when they 
come loose over time). Then I had to repair 
that crack from the bridge to the bottom of the 
guitar. Some fi nish had to be added to the top 

to hide the sliver of wood, that I would cleat 
from the inside, to fi ll the wide crack. So, I 
called the customer and she said that it is too 
much money and not to do the work.
    Well, thank you very much! I’m glad I 
didn’t put in any more time to trying to fi gure 
out how not to get paid for it. I guess that is 
the way the cookie crumbles. You win some 
and you lose some. Sometimes the bug hits 
the windshield and sometimes the windshield 
hits the bug. (I don’t know what that means, 
but you get the idea). I can’t blame the cus-
tomer because the guitar was probably only 
$300.00 brand new. On the fl ip side of the 

coin I have had customers come 
into my shop and tell me they 
are willing to pay whatever it 
costs to fi x their guitar properly. 
Sometimes the extent of the 
damage is more than (I feel) 
the guitar is worth. I guess it all 
comes out in the wash.
     I’m always happy when 
customers understand the skill, 
patience, and tooling that it 
takes to perform certain repairs. 
It often takes me more time 
to do a job than I can actually 
charge for the job. When this 
happens, I just rationalize what 
it would cost me to have to 
go to school to have someone 
teach me how to fi gure out the 
problem. The other problem is 
trying to fi nd the school that can 
teach you things that even they 

have not come across yet.
     The saying I prefer is “There is a right way 
and a wrong way to do something.” In my 
case, and I hope I speak for all other guitar 
builders/repairmen, there is the right way and 
then there is only the right way! I have a hard 
time trying to do something the wrong way 
or cutting corners because I have found that 
it usually will come back to bite you in the 
A......!  Nobody said that guitar repairing was 
going to be easy. It makes it all worth it when 
you love doing what you do!
    See you all next time, and please “Stay in 
Tune!
  
Thanks Again!
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings/ Liam Guitars

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557
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~ Rick Ray

Just Stupid!
Stupid things happen to me all the time!  

My baby goats keep telling me to write them 
down and someday write a book about them, 
but my short term memory is not as sharp as 
it used to be and I fi nd it an unpleasant task 
trying to remember things I purposely put out 
of my mind either out of embarrassment or 
total frustration!

Also my short term memory is not as sharp as 
it used to be!

The latest stupid things to happen to me are 
still fresh on my mind however, so I’ll share 
them with you.  While visiting Mumsie at the 
Geezer Patch the other day I needed some 
hand cream to relieve this stupid ‘Bohemian 
Thogwart Disease’ that found its way onto my 
hands!

Anyways I grab the tube of hand cream from 
her chest … uh one of her drawers… oh uh… 
sheesh git your minds out of the gutter, she’s 
86 years old for god’s sake I’m not putting 
my hands on her chest or in her drawers for 
any reason what so ever!  Eweweeeee!

Ooooo that gave me the willies! Whew-
Whew!

Ok, I grab the same tube I always grab… 
tube of hand cream that is, nothing to do with 
Mumsie’s chest and proceed to squeeze 
some into my hand.  The tube felt 
full when I squeezed it yet nothing 
was coming out so I squeezed 
harder and it felt like it was 
emptying the tube but there 
was nothing in my hand!

Upon examination of 
the tube it was indeed 
empty because all of the 
contents had squeezed 
out the back of the tube 
and left a softball size glob 
of hand cream on my shirt!!  
AAAAHHH! Now the hideous 
globular mass of hand cream is 
slowly sliding down my shirt headed 
for my pant leg then my shoe!

A brain fl ash ensued just then and I 

could see it hitting the fl oor and me trying to 
get away from it step in it thus slipping and 
falling to the fl oor so I immediately stick my 
hand under it and began to slowly scrape it 
from my shirt!

To further this revolting moment I look up and 
Mumsie is laughing so hard that she’s cough-
ing up phlegm balls!  AAAAHHH!!

This is just a glimpse into the daily life of 
Snarp Farkle!  Other stupid things happened 
to me that day also like the disappearing/reap-
pearing bread tie!  Yeah I remove the twisty 
wire and go about my business making a 
sandwich, and then when I go to put the bread 
away… where the hell is the twisty tie?  I look 
and I look but it’s nowhere to be found!  What 
the hell!!!

So I grab the loaf of bread and give it a spin 
then tuck the twisted fl ap under it and set it 
down. I then look down and there is the damn 
twisty tie right next to it!  AAAAHHH!!!

This of course isn’t anything compared to 
going to take a dump and reach for the toilet 
paper and there’s just an empty cardboard roll 
there with a few remnant strips of what used to
be a roll of toilet paper, not enough to get the 
job done by any means!  I looked and looked 
but no other roll in sight!  

Damn now I’ve got to get up, pinch 
my butt cheeks together, walk like 
china-man with my pants around 
my ankles to the cabinet to retrieve 
another roll only to fi nd there isn’t 

any! This of course forced me to 
rummage through the trash 
can for someone else’s dried 

up snot rags to fi nish the 
job!  The last one I grabbed
a hold of was a wet squishy 

one!  AAAAHHH!!!

So I take a shower to remove 
any traces of someone else’s 

snot modules from my butt, 
get out of the shower and no towel!  

AAAAHHH!!!

~ Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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Wednesday, May 23rd 

Uncharted Course 
Friday, May 25th 

Whooz Playin 
Saturday, May 26th 

Marian Ave. 
Sunday, May 27th 

Cami & Cora 
Wednesday, May 30th 

Tom Todd 
Friday, June 1st 
Short Vincent 

Saturday, June 2nd 
All For One 

Sunday, June 3rd 
Hit List 

Wednesday, June 6th 
Tom Todd 

 

Music plays on Wednesday 6:30-
10:30; Friday 7-11 p.m.;  
Saturday 3:30-7:30 p.m.;  
Sunday 2:30-5:30 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY 
Fri., May 25th,  Baconcake (Rock) 
Sat., May 26th, Brick House Blues  
Sun., May 27th, Ed Michaels (Jazz) 

 

Fri., June 1st, Relay Band (Rock) 
Sat., June 2nd, Castaways (Rock) 

Sun., June 3rd, Dave Young (Jazz) 
 

Fri., June 8th, King Pins (Oldies) 
Sat., June 9th, Blues de Ville  

Sun., June 10th, Mal Barron (Jazz) 
 
 

Music play Friiday & Saturday from 
7:30-10:30 p.m.  

&  Sundays from 4-7. 
 

 


