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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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An Experience for All Your Senses

August 3rd & 4th  2012        1-10 pm Each Day

21 Award-Winning Wineries  with More than 150 Vintages for Sampling 
3 Stages of Live Music Entertainment: Jazz, Rock, and Acoustic 

Meet The Winemaker Pavilion
Demonstrations by Western Reserve School Of Cooking

Wine Education Presentations by American Wine Society 
Named “One of America’s Top Wine and Food Events” by USA Today

Lake Metroparks Farmpark
8800 Euclid Chardon Rd. 

Kirtland, Ohio

800-227-6972    www.OhioWines.org
 

Use code NCV12 on advance sale tickets to receive 
 $10 off the gate ticket price of $30

VINTAGE OHIO
WINE FESTIVAL

Produced By Ohio Wine Producers Association

Save

$10
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OPEN DAILY 7am-2:30am!
New Kids & Senior Menus Available

Open at 7am for Breakfast and
cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.

Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-2:00AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES!

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

SAT. JULY 21
8pm-2am

We will be collecting elementary school
supplies all month. 

The night of the party, supplies will be rewarded with 
prizes and those dressed in Christmas attire will

receive a beverage!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks Monday-Thursday (Holidays Exlcuded)

ENJOY OUR PATIO & MINI BAR ON THE WEEKENDS!

JOIN US FOR

6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD “Debut De La Fin”
is now available on itunes!

Sat. July 21

Driftwood Point
at the End of

County Line Road

8:30-12:30
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By Jim Ales

        After fi ve years as a cult underground 
band, with moderate success playing smaller 
venues, Pink Floyd reached enormous world-
wide fame beyond their wildest imagination 
in 1973 with their iconic album, Dark Side of 
the Moon. David Gilmour points out, “After 
Dark Side, we had to assess what we were 
in this business for, are we artist or are we 
business people?”  The bigger question was 
how were they going to follow up on such a 
masterpiece? 
        In early 1974 Pink Floyd went back into 
the studio to work on new material. Unsure 
of where to begin, David Gilmour hit upon 
a sequence of 4 notes on his guitar that trig-
gered thoughts in Roger Waters about original 
founding member Syd Barrett and thus was 
the birth of “Shine On You Crazy Diamond.”  
Waters began to write lyrics about Syd in 
tribute to him. “It is my homage to Syd, a very 
heartfelt expression of sadness, and also for 
the admiration of his talents.”  
       Eagle Rock Entertainment is proud to 
announce the simultaneous release of Pink 
Floyd the Story of Wish You Were Here on 
DVD and Blu-ray. This is the authorized story 
of the album made with the full involvement 
and approval of the members of Pink Floyd. 
The band members discuss and refl ect upon 
the album’s themes of absence, the greed of 
the music business and former band member 
Syd Barrett.
       This program tells the story of the making 
of this landmark release through new inter-
views with Roger Waters, David Gilmour and 
Nick Mason and archive interviews with the 
late Richard Wright. Also featured are sleeve 
designer Storm Thorgerson, guest vocalist 
Roy Harper, front cover “burning man” Ron-
nie Rondell and others involved in the creation 
of the album. In addition, original recording 
engineer Brian Humphries revisits the master 
tapes at Abbey Road Studios to illustrate 
aspects of the songs’ construction. 
        Brian Humphries explains how the mem-
bers were struggling to accomplish putting the 
album together. “There were some days we 
didn’t do anything,” he explained.  Drummer 
Nick Mason puts it, “we put ourselves under 
ridiculous pressure trying to make a record out 
of nothing struggling to follow up Dark Side.”  
Gilmour added “The concentrated activity was 
rather diluted.”  
        As driving of a force as Waters is, he 
said “I‘m in the studio to do something or I’d 
rather be somewhere else.”  The band was 
becoming extremely frustrated.  Then Waters 
came up with the idea to bookend the album 
with ‘Shine On.”  This created a huge argu-
ment with the members because discussions of 
dropping other songs came up. Now that the 
album has a bookend theme, Waters wanted to 
keep the theme(s) coherent with ‘Shine On’. 
       Have A Cigar is a song about getting 
burned in the record industry, and how the mu-

sicians become enslaved to greedy demands 
of the powerful companies.  A guy just wants 
to play guitar and write music and the record 
companies are saying “I want another hit, 
and another hit and bigger lights and more 
people,” and so on.  There is also an interview 
with Roy Harper and how he became the 
vocalist in Have A Cigar. 
       In making Welcome to the Machine, 
Roger was really experimenting a lot with 
the VCS3 Synthesizer creating many types 
of throbbing and futuristic sounds. He asked 
surreal cartoonist Gerald Scarfe to come up 
with animations to go along with the tune.  
The creature he designed and the sea of blood 
that turns into hands reaching out is explained 
by Scarfe. Waters also explains the song’s 
meaning.
       In the title track, Wish You Were Here, 
David had begin strumming the opening riff 
on a 12-string he had just bought.  Roger goes 
“hey what’s that you’re playing?”  David 
explains that they worked together on writing 
the verses “and then Roger put those brilliant 
words to it.”  Roger then went on to articu-
lately explain the meaning of the words in the 
lines of the song not only about his interpre-
tation, but to anyone’s interpretation. It was 
most likely the last song Waters and Gilmour 
worked together on collectively in a very posi-
tive aura. 
        The album cover also symbolizes being 
burned by record companies with the burning 
man shaking hands with what appears to be a 
record producer.  Stuntman, Ronnie Rondell, 
explains how he was set on fi re and burning 
as he was being photographed while a team of 
people with fi re extinguisher were standing by. 
Photogragher Aubrey “Po” Powell explains 
how the setting was set up to make the photo 
shoot for the cover.  All the photographs were 
real including the yoga position of the man’s 
legs out of the water in the post card that was 
included in the album. 
        There was also a huge debate with sleeve 
designer Storm Thorgerson concealing the 
album cover with a dark blue cellophane wrap 
with only a sticker on it with robot hands 
shaking  reading “Pink Floyd  - Wish You 
Were Here”  
       During the fi nal mix of “Shine On” a visi-
tor appeared at the studio. A rather ballooned 
shaped man with little hair and no eyebrows.  
The guys were asking themselves “who is this 
guy.” After a long period time David recog-
nized him as Syd.  The band shell-shocked 
at his appearance and didn’t know what to 
say him.  How did such a witty, charming, 
friendly, good looking talented man wind up 
like this?  
       Closing Shine On, Keyboardist Richard 
Wright really came to his own element with 
his own tribute to Syd. He played piano, 
organ, and synthesizer with a long ending 
outro that gave the feeling of closure to Syd 

without writing him off in history.  In a 2001 
interview Wright refl ected on Syd’s demise 
by saying “Syd hung with a community of 
people that believed LSD would lead you to 
all truths.  We were unable to help him.”   
        Wish You Were Here, released in 
September 1975, went straight to #1 in both 
the UK and the US and topped the charts 
in many other countries around the world.  
The Story of Wish You Were Here is a fas-
cinating documentary and a fi tting tribute 
to Pink Floyd’s outstanding achievement in 
the creation of this masterpiece.  However, 
the differences that emerged during the 
making of the album eventually led to 
Waters leaving the band in 1985. 
        The DVD and Blu-ray releases 
contain additional bonus material not featured 
in the TV broadcast version, including further 
interviews with Roger Waters, David Gilmour 
and Nick Mason plus Roger Waters and David 
Gilmour performing excerpts from the Wish 
You Were Here album.
       Eagle Rock Entertainment is the largest 
producer and distributor of music program-
ming for DVD, Blu-Ray, TV, Audio and Digi-
tal Media in the world. Eagle works directly 
alongside talent to produce top quality, High 

Defi nition and 3D programs, both concerts and 
documentaries, including The Rolling Stones, 
Pink Floyd, The Who, Queen, The Doors, Jeff 
Beck, U2, Peter Gabriel, Paul McCartney and 
Ozzy Osbourne. 
        For more information regarding this and 
other Eagle Rock Entertainment releases visit 
Kayosproductions.com and follow them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/KayosPro-
ductionsInc.

Eagle Rock Entertainment Presents: PINK FLOYD - The Story of Wish You Were Here
Theme of Absence, Syd Barrett, and the Ruthlessness of Record Companies
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VINTAGE OHIO
A Celebration of Our State’s Wonderful Wine Community

Breitenbach Wine Cellars, Dover
www.BreitenbachWine.com
Buckeye Winery, Newark
www.BuckeyeWinery.com
Candlelight Winery, Garrettsville
www.CandlelightWinery.com
Debonne’ Vineyards, Madison
www.Debonne.com
Deer’s Leap Winery, Geneva
www.DeersLeapWinery.com
Ferrante Winery, Geneva
www.FerranteWinery.com
Grand River Cellars, Madison
www.GrandRiverCellars.com
Grape and Granary, Akron
www.GrapeAndGranary.com
Hanover Winery, Hamilton
www.HanoverWinery.com
It’s Your Winery, Akron
www.ItsYourWinery.com
Klingshirn Winery, Avon Lake
www.KlingshirnWine.com

Maize Valley Winery, Hartville
www.MaizeValleyWinery.com
Marietta Wine Cellars, Marietta
www.MariettaWineCellars.net
Old Firehouse Winery, Geneva-on-the-Lake
www.OldFirehouseWinery.com
Paper Moon Vineyards, Vermilion
www.PaperMoonVineyards.com
St. Joseph Vineyard, Thompson
www.SaintJosephVineyard.com
The Winery at Spring Hill, Geneva
www.TheWineryAtSpringhill.com
Valley Vineyards, Morrow
www.ValleyVineyards.com
Vermilion Valley Vineyards, Wakeman
www.VermilionValleyVineyards.com
Vinoklet Winery, Cincinnati
www.VinokletWines.com
Wyandotte Winery, Columbus
www.WyandotteWinery.com

Buccia
 Vineyard

440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Snacks Available or Bring Your Own Picnic!

         Vintage Ohio has great entertainment, fi ne food and the region’s best wines. It is held 
August 3-4, 2012 from 1pm-10pm each day at Lake Metroparks Farmpark in Kirtland, Ohio. 
Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 at the gate.  Ticket includes entry to the festival, a souvenir 
wine glass and wine samples. Advance tickets are available on the web at www.OhioWines.org 
or www.VisitVintageOhio.com, by calling 800-227-6972.  Use code NCV12 for $10 off the gate 
price (advance sale).

Come in and try some of our fantastic snacks
and appetizers from our new menu!

440-259-5077

Join us for Live Entertainment

               

Spring Hours:

Plenty of Pasta Wednesdays!
$10

Thursday Pizza Nite!

www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: Noon-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENJOY
PATIO

DINING!

Hosted by Susie Hagan

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Fri: Noon-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Join us for

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 4-5:30pm Tues. thru Thurs.
20% off ALL FOOD PURCHASES!

Thurs. July 12: Ethan Legere
Fri, July 13: The Relay
Sat, July 14: Area 51
Sun, July 15: Open Mic w/
                       Jimmy Ales
Thurs, July 19: Jimmy Ales
Fri, July 20: Naked Mole Rats
Sat, July 21: Face Value
Sun, July 22: Open mic w/ Louie,
                  Patrick, & Maureen
Thurs, July 26: Tom Todd
Fri, July 27: Castaways
Sat, July 28: Ernest T Band
Sun, July 29: Open mic w/
                      Wags & Fred

Now open 7 days-a-week!!

 Each Day!
All Domestic
Beers $1.99

 Spaghetti & Meatballs  $5.99

 Pizza & Salad  $6.99

 Grilled Shrimp Dinner $8.99

6oz. Sirloin Dinner $8.99

Each year Vintage Ohio brings the family of Buckeye State winemakers to the wine festival at 
beautiful Lake Metroparks Farmpark where they showcase some of the best wines produced 
from around the state.  From northwest Ohio to Marietta on the Ohio River, from the greater 
Cincinnati area to the south shores of Lake Erie, wineries gather to pour for the thousands who 
have discovered the quality and excitement that IS OHIO WINES at the festival.  Twenty-one 
wineries will be at Vintage Ohio 2012 including:
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

 
Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Winery Hours: Monday & Tuesday 12-6pm

Day
Spa!

NOW OPEN!

Offering massages,
facials, manicures,

Book your Spring & Summer 
getaway at our Bed & Breakfast!
Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

Sun. July 15th:
Larry Kadlub
Sun. July 22nd:
David Young
Sun. July 29th:
Two Aces
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www.deersleapwine.com

Tasting Room Bands Fri., Sat., &

EER’S LEAP WINERYR’S EAPPPP II

                          Course: 

at

Call us or Stop in for all your
     Special Event  & Party Needs!

Bilicic’s Busy Mart

Tents     Tables     Chairs     Keg Coolers

Phone: 440.466.9111
Fax: 440.466.7222

NO EVENT
TOO BIG OR

SMALL!

Authorized Dealer

Hand Crafted  Wax Chips, Shaped Like Leaves and Flowers

“I detest life insurance agents; they always argue
that I shall some day die, which is not so.”
         ~Stephen Leacock
            Author, Professor, Lecturer
                        and Humourist. 1869 ~ 1944

TREEN INSURANCE

Scott Treen

(440) 576-5926

Insurance for the rest of us.

Auto Home Business Life

2012 Lakefront
Summer Concert Series
Geneva Township Park

Geneva-on-the-Lake

Sponsored by the Geneva-on-the-Lake Visitors Bureau

FREE

Concerts

Every Tuesday

at 7pm

(Donations accepted by

passing of donation can)

July 17 ...... The Magic Buttons
July 24...... Cadillac Lilly the Little Big Band
July 31...... Erie Heights Brass Ensemble
Aug. 14 ...... Young and Blue - Blue Grass
Aug. 21...... Allison Lehr Group - Gospel
Aug. 28...... Geneva Community Choir
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By Cat Lilly

Blues Brother & Stax 
Records Legend 

Donald “Duck” Dunn, R.I.P.

          Although I have been writing about all 
the great blues festivals going on this summer, 
I would be remiss not to mention the passing 
of a bona fi de blues legend, bass player and 
songwriter Donald “Duck” Dunn. In Tokyo for 
a series of performances, Dunn passed away in 
his sleep on Sunday morning, May 13, 2012, 
at seventy years old.
          Dunn was born in Memphis, Tennessee 
in 1942, and went to high school with fellow 

musicians Steve Cropper and Don Nix. Enam-
ored of the rhythm and blues music they heard 
on the radio and in West Memphis nightclubs, 
the three men formed the Royal Spades with 
friends like Packy Axton and Wayne Jack-
son and began gigging in the Memphis area. 
Later changing their name to the Mar-Keys, 
the band scored a minor hit in 1961 with the 
instrumental “Last Night,” released by Axton’s 
mother Estelle’s Satellite Records label. 
Cropper would be the fi rst to jump ship, but 
when the Mar-Keys broke up several years 
later, Dunn would reunite with the guitarist 
as a member of the Stax Records’ house band 
Booker T & the MGs.
          With Booker T & the MGs, Dunn’s 
fl uid bass lines provided the heavy bottom end 
sound that was one of the band’s hallmarks. 
Aside from their own chart hits like “Green 
Onions,” the MGs backed up a literal “who’s 
who” of 1960s-era R&B and soul stars, 
including Rufus Thomas, Wilson Pickett, Sam 

& Dave, and Otis Redding, among others, 
including bluesman Albert King. Dunn would 
later get involved in production for the Stax 
and Volt labels, as well as contributing to the 
staff’s songwriting efforts.
          When Stax Records went bankrupt 
in the 1970s, Dunn was one of the last men 
standing, and he slipped into a career as a ses-
sion player almost effortlessly. Throughout the 
years, Dunn brought his unique bass sound to 
recordings by artists as varied as Eric Clapton, 
Tom Petty, Freddie King, Muddy Waters, Neil 
Young, Bill Withers, and Jerry Lee Lewis, 
among many others. The bassist played 
with Cropper as part of Levon Helm’s RCO 
All-Stars, and appeared in the popular 1980 
fi lm The Blues Brothers playing himself as a 
member of the band. Dunn reprised his role 

in the 1998 movie Blues Brothers 
2000 and would later tour as part 
of the Blues Brothers Band.
          In recent years, Dunn was 
semi-retired, but still did occa-
sional shows with Booker T Jones 
and Steve Cropper as Booker T & 
the MGs. Dunn was inducted into 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame as a 
member of the MGs, and received 
a lifetime achievement Grammy 
in 2007. On his Facebook page, 
Cropper posted “today I lost my 
best friend, the world has lost the 
best guy and bass player to ever 
live.” We thank Donald “Duck” 
Dunn for his lifelong contribution 
to rock, soul, and blues music. 

31st Annual Columbus Jazz and 
Rib Festival - July 23-26

        It is a fi ne line between jazz and blues, 
and the two often overlap. It has been said that 
one man’s jazz is another man’s blues. At any 
rate, the 31st annual Columbus Jazz and Rib 
Festival has much to offer in the way of jazz, 
blues, swing, and soul music. The festival, 
presented by the Columbus Recreation and 
Parks Department, returns this summer to 
the Arena District. Three stages will host the 
fi nest locally and internationally known jazz 
artists, while barbeque pit masters serve up 
sizzling ribs, chicken and more. Savor the best 
ribs from around the country as 23 award-win-
ning barbeque teams compete for “Best Ribs” 
bragging rights.
          McFerson Commons and North Bank 
Park stages will anchor the event while the 
Jazz Café stage at North Bank Pavilion will 

~Continued on Page 10

LOUNGE

440-361-4244
Full Bar w w w 

Fri 7/13:
Sat 7/14: ALB 
Fri 7/20:
Sat 7/21:
Fri 7/27:
Sat 7/28:

www.starlitelounge.org

Tuesdays:

Wed. Karaoke:

Thursdays:

THURSDAYS

KARAOKE 
  

$3 Margaritas & Mojitos
$2 16 oz. Drafts

$1.50 Domestic Bottles

   
8-12

4-8

4-8 
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

ATM
NETWORK Mastercard

®
®VISA

Bikers Always Welcome!

Watch NASCAR & The Tribe
on Our Big Screens!

Friday Nite Fish Fry! FREE JUKEBOX!

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings
Live Acoustic Music with Jimmy & Friends

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

Thursdays:

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. July 14
Winery at Spring Hill

7:30 - 10:30

Sat. July 21
Sportsterz Bar & Grill

Sat. July 28
Joe's Place

feature intimate performances set against the 
riverfront skyline. The aroma of hot ribs and 
sounds of cool jazz will fi ll the air on July 23 
and 24 from 11 a.m. – 10 p.m., and July 25 
from 11 a.m. – 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Jazz & Rib Fest will offer a diverse lineup of 
artists guaranteed to satisfy the cravings of any 
jazz connoisseur, including two Cleveland-
based bands, Ernie Krivda Quartet (Saturday, 
6:30-8:00) and Blue Lunch (Sunday, 6:30-
8:30). Performances will feature internation-
ally acclaimed artists including:

Ramsey Lewis and His Electric Band: As a 
leader in the contemporary jazz fi eld for over 
50 years, Ramsey Lewis is nothing short of 
iconic. The three-time Grammy winner holds 
his band to the highest musical standards, 

while creating new and innovative music that 
allowed him to cross into the pop and R&B 
charts. 

Christian McBride and Inside 
Straight: Christian McBride is a renowned 
Grammy-winning jazz bassist and is con-
sidered one of the best of his generation. 
McBride has had the honor of playing and 
arranging with legends like Sting and James 
Brown, and his quintet, Inside Straight, is 
among one of his many musical projects.

~Continued From Page 9 Bobby Sanabria and Ascension: Voted “Per-
cussionist of the Year” in 2005 by DRUM! 
Magazine, Bobby Sanabria has made a name 
for himself performing with some of the big-
gest names in the jazz and Latin music scene. 
As a multiple Grammy nominee, Sanabria 
played drums for the legendary Mario Bauzá’s 
Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra and appeared in 
the orchestra on the Bill Cosby Show.

Soulive: Since their formation in 1999, 
Soulive treats fans to some of the fi nest soul-
jazz around. The band features guitarist Eric 
Krasno, drummer Alan Evans and keyboardist 
Neal Evans that entertain with music inspired 
by legends like Jimmy Smith, Brother Jack 
McDuff and Grooves Holmes.  

Soul of Summer featuring Jonathan Butler, 
Warren Hill and Maysa: The best 
of the legendary Smooth Jazz Cruise 
stars, together on stage. Baltimore-
born-and-raised soul singer extraordi-
naire, Maysa has a passionate follow-
ing with her expressive and unique 
sound. South African guitarist and 
singer Jonathan Butler exploded onto 
the American music scene in 1987, 
opening for Whitney Houston. Since 
then, this masterful musician has 
been a force in R&B, jazz and soul. 
Canadian saxophonist Warren Hill 
has topped the Smooth Jazz, Adult 
Contemporary and Top 40 charts with 

his smooth and soulful sound.  

Columbus Jazz Orchestra with Jon El-
liot: The Columbus Jazz Orchestra (CJO) was 
formed as a vehicle to create performance 
opportunities for jazz musicians in a big band 
setting. Over 35 years later, the CJO is consid-
ered one of the world’s fi nest jazz orchestras 
and a model for success, presenting big band 
jazz and world-renowned guest artists to thou-
sands each year. 
For more information: 
www.hotribscooljazz.org
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 on the 

Saybrook Township Park

Wednesday Evenings at 7pm

JULY 11 ~ MARY TAYLOR BROOKS ~ COUNTRY
JULY 18 ~ NEXT BEST THING ~ LIGHT ROCK

JULY 25 ~ BLUES PROJECT ~ BLUES
AUGUST 1 ~ MAGIC BUTTONS ~ POLKA

Vintage Ohio Brings Some of the 
Region’s Best Local Entertainers

        Great music brings out crowds and 
makes any event more festive. When the best 
local musical talents are combined
with great Ohio wines, Vintage Ohio is the 
result. Local and regional musicians will be 
performing continuously on three stages. So, 
whether one enjoys the smoothness of jazz, 
delights in the nostalgia of oldies, or prefers 
more upbeat rhythms, they will fi nd some-
thing that suits their fancy at Vintage Ohio 
2012.

Vintage Ohio has great entertainment, fi ne 
food and the region’s best wines. It is held 
August 3-4, 2012 from 1pm-10pm
each day at Lake Metroparks Farmpark at 
8800 Euclid Chardon Road in Kirtland, Ohio. 
Tickets are $25 in advance or $30
at the gate. Ticket includes entry to the festi-
val, a souvenir wine glass and wine samples. 
Advance tickets are available
on the web at www.OhioWines.org or 
www.VisitVintageOhio.com, by calling 
800-227-6972. Two-day taster tickets are
available for $45. Groups of 10 or more, 

purchased in advance with one method of 
payment, are $20 each. Meet the Winemaker 
VIP tickets are an additional $15. Foodie and 
designated driver tickets are $12 and include 
admission to the festival and up to 5 non-
alcoholic beverages. Children age 3-17 are $3. 
Children two and under are free. Vintage Ohio
is held in conjunction with Lake Metroparks.

Friday August 3, 2012
Stage 1: Jazz
1:00-3:30 Hubb’s Groove
4:15-6:45 Afterthought & The NuSoul Band
7:30-9:45 Horns & Things

Stage 2: Rock
1:00-3:30 NOS Band
4:15-6:45 Miles Beyond
7:30-9:45 Sumrada

Stage 3: Acoustic
1:00-3:30 Don Perry
4:00-6:30 Stan Miller
7:00-9:45 Dave Young

Saturday August 4, 2012
Stage 1: Jazz
1:00-3:30 Forecast
4:15-6:45 The Discovery Band
7:30-9:45 The Roberto Ocasio Foundation
presents The Rey Cintron Latin Jazz Band

Stage 2: Rock
1:00-3:30 Pieces of Eight
4:15-6:45 Four Kings
7:30-9:45 Festivus

Stage 3: Acoustic
1:00-3:30 Larry Smith
4:00-6:30 Neil Jacobs
7:00-9:45 Brian Henke
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 
Buckets of 

Beer
WEEKENDS

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

Fri. July 13: Grinders

Sat. July 14: Bad Monkey

Fri. July 20: Back 4 More

Sat. July 21: Generation Landslide

Fri. July 27: Burnt River Band

Sat. July 28: Agent 99

HOUSE OF BLUES CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Halestorm
With New Medicine
Tuesday, September 4 Tickets: $16 in Advance 
On Sale: Friday, July 13 @ 10 AM
         One reason Halestorm has developed the 
ability to sound completely self-assured and 
cohesive whether they’re tearing down the 
rafters or gently massaging a bruised psyche 
is because they’ve had plenty of time to hone 
their craft and celebrate their exceptional chem-
istry. Hale and her brother and drummer Arejay 
started the group more than a decade ago when 
she was 13 and he was just 10. From the very 
beginning they were in it to win it even though 
they paid their dues along the way. Back in the 
day, the members lost a talent show to a tap-
dancing cowgirl, played Friendly’s for free ice 
cream, piled the stage with homemade explo-
sives that sometimes went off right in front of 
their faces, and even played at a funeral.
        After scoring two top 10 singles (“I Get 
Off” and “It’s Not You”) from their self-titled 
debut and touring steadily for two years with 
acts as diverse as Shinedown, Stone Sour, 
Disturbed, Megadeth, Papa Roach, Godsmack 
and countless others, Pennsylvania quartet 
Halestorm are back with their second full-
length,The Strange Case of…. Musically 
diverse and emotionally revealing, the album 
resonates with a newfound poignancy that takes 
Halestorm to a new level of creative achieve-
ment. 
Artist Website: www.halestormrocks.com

Gaelic Storm
Thursday, September 13 Tickets: $20 in Ad-
vance * 4-Packs: $62 
On Sale: Friday, July 13 @ 10 AM
        After a start playing monthly gigs for 
friends at Santa Monica’s O’Brien’s Tavern in 
1995, Gaelic Storm’s popularity skyrocketed 
when it appeared in James Cameron’s Titanic 
as the Celtic party band in the ship’s steerage. 
Unlike so many other bands that were unable 
to sustain a career after receiving near-blinding 
initial exposure, Gaelic Storm has amassed a 
large, loyal and ever-growing following. After 
three studio albums on Virgin/EMI early on, the 
band has since fl ourished in an extreme DIY 
fashion by not only launching their own label, 
Lost Again Records, and releasing their albums 
themselves but also by designing all their own 
album art, posters and advertisements, and 
spearheading all their own merchandising, 
bookkeeping and marketing. Gaelic Storm is a 
truly self-contained entity; an indie model for 
the new music industry that knows its identity 
and audience, and stays in close contact with 
its fans.
Artist Website: www.gaelicstorm.com

        The 38th Annual Music in the Val-
ley Folk Festival will once again be held at 
Hale Farm and Village, which now has new 
folk-friendly management. The festival will be 
co-sponsored by Hale Farm and Village and by 
Folknet. It will take place at the Farm on Sat-
urday, July 14 (10am to 5pm) and Sunday, 
July 15, (10am to 5pm). (Note: Hale Farm 
will only be open until 5pm; jams may continue 
at the Farm after closing of the park.)
        There will be NO ADMISSION FEE FOR 

FOLK MUSICIANS. However, guests will be 
charged $10 for adults, $5 for ages 3-18, and 
free under 3. Free camping will be provided, but 
if you plan to camp, you must call Kelly Hall at 
330/666-3711 x234 or email her at KFalcone@
wrhs.org. Call as soon as possible to reserve a 
space. 
        The Farm has a food service on site where 
you may purchase food and beverages—food 
will be available 11:00 am to 5:00 pm both 
days. Or, you may choose to bring your own 
picnic lunch/supper. There are ample tables, 
inside and outside, and restroom facilities on the 
grounds.
        Please plan to come and enjoy a weekend 
of folk music under the shade trees. Also, 
spread the word to your folk music buddies. 
Directions: Get off of I-77 at Exit 143 and fol-
low the Hale Farm signs down into the beauti-
ful Cuyahoga Valley.  Don’t forget to bring 
your lawn chairs. 
        Questions or comments may be posted 
to Folknet’s Secretary, Jim Stone, at 330/668-
3040. More information at www.wrhs.org/
halefarm/ or www.folknet.org 

Painesville Party in the Park free music 
festival! July 20, 21, & 22nd
        Get your party pants on and come on 
out to one of the nation’s Largest Free Music 
Festival July 20-22. Taking place in downtown 
Painesville’s tree line Veteran’s Park, the Party 
in the Park features over 30+ acts from all over 
Ohio and across the U.S. performing continu-
ously on 3 stages all day and into the night. The 
sounds of Rock, Reggae, Jazz, Blues, Funk, 
Soul, Motown, Bluegrass and Rockabilly and 
more will be showcased throughout the week-
end featuring The Sons of Bill from Virgina, 
The Pietasters from DC, Giant Panda Guerilla 
Dub Squad from NY and Cleveland’s award 
winning Reggae ambassador Carlos Jones and 
his PLUS band.
        The 2011 Party drew crowds of over 
55,000 people from 42 Ohio counties and 23 
states. Those attending all say the same thing; 
they can’t believe that this fantastic event and 
musical line-up was in the little town of Paines-
ville and it was FREE! Gabe Cicconetti, the 
entertainment chairman states “we try to cover 
as many musical genres as possible to attract a 
wide spectrum of music lovers” and “we book 
bands that are playing major music festivals 
that people pay a lot of money to see and it’s 
FREE!”
        The Painesville Community Improvement 
Corporation, the non-profi t organization that 
hosts the event, really knows how to host a 
party. Not only does the event feature outstand-
ing music, they have over 40 fantastic food 
vendors and a beer garden featuring Great 
Lakes Brewing Co., Miller, Guiness and wine. 
And the Party isn’t just for music lovers: The 
event features something for the whole family 
including activities and games for all ages, a 
community stage hosting demonstrations and 
with special guests like Jungle Terry, Kidzone 
with infl atables, a night time adult comedy 
showcase, classic & custom car shows.
Parkpartyinfo.com for music schedule, info on 
VIP tickets and more!
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 For full schedule, check website
DonPerrySaxman.com

www.facevaluemusic.com  

Don
Perry

WITH

FACE VALUE

Saturday, July 21st
7-11 pm

Old Mill Winery

Friday, July 27th
6-9:30 pm

Ferrante Winery

        If there were ever any doubt in your 
mind about the infl uence that Cleveland has 
on the national jazz scene, just check out 
this list of Cleveland natives who are touring 
nationally and internationally.

Dominick Farinacci returns to Nighttown 
for 2 shows on Friday, July 13th. 
        First discovered by Wynton Marsalis at 
the age of 17, this young trumpeter has made 

his presence well known in the world of jazz.  
Before attending the Julliard School of music 
in New York City, Farinacci was a participant 
in Cleveland area educational programs such 
as the Tri C JazzFest and the Lakeland Jazz 
Festival.
         As the leader of his own group, 
Dominick tours internationally to promote his 
music and has earned numerous awards world 
wide. Now a NYC resident, he continues 
to be involved with programs to benefi t the 
youth of Cleveland.  As Artistic Director of 
the Young Visiting Artist Series, he cre-
ated an innovative music outreach program 
for Cleveland’s Tommy Lipuma Center for 
Creative Arts, reaching over 3000 kids in its 
very fi rst year. 
        Without a doubt, Dominick Farinacci is 
one of Cleveland’s brightest rising stars.
www.dominickfarinacci.com 

Ernie Krivda, “Thunder from the Heart-
land”, 2 shows, Sunday July 15th
       Cleveland Tenor Sax legend Ernie Krivda 
has assembled an all-star group of jazz musi-
cians whose midwestern backgrounds provide 
a common bond, not only amongst the artists 
themselves but also with jazz fans from 
across the heartland.
         “Thunder from the Heartland” features 
jazz for the workingman, with exhilarating, 
powerful grooves rooted in the blues. The 
all-star line up includes some of the fi nest 
midwestern jazz artists of our time, from 
neighboring cities such as Pittsburgh and 
Detroit. 
          Krivda is joined by Roger Humprhies 
on drums, Steve Allee-piano, Joshua Break-
stone- guitar, Pharez Witted-trumpet and 

Marion Hayden-acoustic bass.
www.erniekrivda.com  

Oscar Perez, Matt Rybicki, Jerome Jen-
nings Trio.  Thursday, July 19th
        Cleveland natives Matt Rybicki- acous-
tic bass and Jerome Jennings-drums, form 
the foundation for this New York City based 
trio, featuring NYC pianist Oscar Perez.  The 
combined backgrounds of this group of young 
artists includes a very impressive list of ac-
complishments, proving once again that the 
jazz studies programs in Cleveland are among 
the best in the world.  
www.oscarperezmusic.com  
www.matthewrybickimusic.com      
www.jeromejennings.com 

Mike Lee & New Tricks. Friday, July 20th
        Saxophonist and Cleveland native Mike 
Lee leads this NYC based group featuring: 
Ted Chubb-trumpet, Kellen Harrison-acoustic 
bass and sitting in on drums, Jerome Jennings.
  New Tricks applies a rather unique twist to 
traditional jazz by employing the voices of 
the sax and trumpet, without the usual chordal 
support of the guitar or keyboard. Yet another 
indication of unlimited boundaries of jazz.
www.mikeleejazz.com       
www.newtricksjazz.com 

By Don Perry

Reggie Pittman Quartet.  
Wednesday, July 25th
        Yet another Native Clevelander resid-
ing in New York, Reggie Pittman returns to 
Nighttown with a stellar line-up including: 
Lafayette Carthon-piano, Kevin Muhammad-
acoustic bass and Robert Hubbard-drums.
          Reggie is not only an accomplished 
trumpeter; he plays piano and sings in his 
bands that specialize in jazz, R&B and gospel. 
His Masters degree in music technology has 
also allowed him to fi ll the roles of audio 
engineer and producer as well.
www.reggiepittman.com 

Rick Stone Trio. Sunday, July 29th
        Highly respected as both a musician and 
educator, former Clevelander and Tri C alum, 
NYC guitarist Rick Stone returns to Cleveland 
for a hometown gig featuring: Matt Adomeit-
acoustic bass and drummer Nate Friedman.
Referred to as one of New York’s fi nest 
straight-ahead jazz guitarists, Stone brings his 
trio to Nighttown to promote their new CD, 
“Fractals”.
www.rickstone.com

7am -3pm Daily
 

Breakfast All Day
Lunch Specials

 
Carry Out
Available

5367 Lake Road East 

440-466-8667

Live Entertainment 
Every Friday 8:30-11:30pm

on our New Patio
(Inside for inclement Weather) 

Fri. July 13: Rouge
Fri. July 20: The Don Disantis Band
Fri. July 27: A Stitch in Time
Fri. Aug 3: Dom & Russ
                       from the band Chance

1843

Pasta Tuesday
$9.95

Choice of 4 Pastas,
Frank & Pauly’s Salad or Soup,
and Fresh Baked Bread

Also Available for Early Birds
Mon-Fri 4-6pm

Sunday Brunch
12-3pm

Dinner also available
until 9pm

Happy Hour Mon. Fri. 4-6:30pm

Wine Tasting on the 1st and 3rd
Monday of every month!

Ladies Nite Every Tuesday
Half Price Martinis

Banquet & Party Room Available
in our 1,200 sq.ft. facility

Native Cleveland Jazz Icons Return for Nightown Shows
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        The village of Avaloch comes to life once 
again as 2012 marks the 20th year of fantasy 
and fun. Take a walk back in time and im-
merse yourself in the music and enchantment 
of the 13th Century in all its glory. Minstrels 
and Troubadours stroll through the shire and 
take stage at the extraordinary outdoor pubs. 
Over 100 skilled Artisans from all over the 
country display their wares; swords, mugs, 
candles, jewelry, and kilts, are among the of-
ferings. Feast upon the wide selection of foods 

that are offered in Avaloch, including roasted 
chicken dinners, prime rib sandwiches, deli-
cious royal pastries and some new choices 
including pasta. 
        The village is comfortably shaded within 
183 acres of forest, bright banners and fl ags 
adorn the pathways that take you along your 
journey. There are games to test your skill, 
free interactive children’s activities, and so 
much more.
        Each year the Faire grows and improves 
while most of the favorites remain such 
as Fairie Forest still awaits the young and 
the young at heart. 
The Human Com-
bat Chess Match, 
The Washing Well 
Wenches, and Johnny 
Phoenix comedy 
world of fi re are all 
a must see on your 
journey. The Village 
Merchants are far to 
numerous to mention 
but you’ll fi nd wood, 
leather, fi ber, and 
metal artisans; period 
costumes for those 
who desire to totally 
engage themselves 
in this journey; there 
are bath and body 

potions, jewelry galore, works of glass, and 
ornamental shops.
New this year! 
Archery and Siege Weapon Demonstration
Appearing twice daily on the Field of Honor, 
Master Will and Yeoman Neil will show you 
the skill that the English Archers brought to 
the medieval Battlefi eld - they will fi re the 
powerful Trebuchet and the massive Siege 
Bow. Be warned! You may learn something 
about medieval weaponry at this event! 
Danny, Lord of Mischief
For thirty-eight years Danny has been provid-
ing his persuasive comedy at private parties, 
circuses, festivals, ships, theaters, television, 
movies, and street venues for audiences as 
diverse as New York celebrities and native 
mountain tribes. His silent comedy is uniquely 
his own while paying homage to all the greats; 
his classic cups and balls has them standing 
and screaming. 
The Butterfl y Encounter
Are they fairies, pixies, or other throwbacks 
from the enchanted age? All guests are invited 
to step inside the newest exhibit to experience, 
fi rst-hand, hundreds of butterfl ies glittering all 
about you and your family. You can even hold 
out your very own butterfl y lollipop to entice 
your favorite-colored butterfl y to land and 
feed only inches from your hand - it’s truly 
enchanting. 
Undoubtedly the most popular attraction is 
the wide variety of abundant and continuous 
entertainment on the many stages throughout 
the land which are all included in the price 
of admission. In addition to the national acts, 
some local talent is included in the schedule 
for the music stages each year. Every weekend 
will have guests for that particular theme in 
addition to the regular shows. There will al-
ways be something different going on so don’t 
miss a weekend; buy a season pass!

Come Live the Legend … with The Three Musketeers! 

It’s the 20
th

 Annual Great Lakes Medieval Faire!
By Sage Satori

~ Continued on Page 16
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440-205-4745

Text SG to 83361 and become a Stadium Grill VIP
B   SPAGHETTI D  F  

Endless Happy Hour
$2 Domestic Bottles All Day Everyday
(excludes band nights and special events)

stadiumbargrill.com

BACKYARD BBQ
with 1/2 BBQ CHICKEN, 4 RIBS Two Sides and a Salad: $13

$5 Monday Meal Deal 

 on Tuesday All Day
 Everyday!

      
 Steakfest on Fri & Sat. (includes 2 sides & salad)

EVERY
SUNDAY

9pm

SPECIALS

Watch The Beautiful
Sunsets Over Lake Erie

Now Open on Friday & Saturday 4-12
& Sundays 1-9

-
Horsefeathers

-
The Covert Operation

-
Brickhouse Blues

Book us for your
party or special event!

TRY OUR
PERCH

PANINIS

July 14-15 - Craft Extravaganza:
Peruse one of the largest open-air markets in 
Ohio until verily you collapse from the sheer 
exhaustion (which is to say, “Shop ‘til you 
drop”). This weekend there will be sales and 
craft demonstration. 
July 21-22 - Alter Ego Tyme Travel Experi-
ence:
All time periods on all worlds collide and 
cross this weekend! Come dressed in your 
Cogs, Goggles, as your favorite Super-hero, 
Character, or Toon! Join us at the Kingdom of 
Avaloch where “History Meets Mystery.”
July 28-29 - Pirate Invasion:
Ahoy Matey - the Pirates are invading, the 
Pirates are invading! Join in the invasion 
in full pirate gear - Special Entertainment, 
Contests, Adventurous Music, and Seafaring 
Songs await!
August 4-5 - Celtic Celebration:
Share and show your Celtic pride by celebrat-
ing with our Pipers, Highland Games, Won-
drous Music, Scottish Wares, Foods, Celtic 
Contests, Bonny Lasses, and Men in Kilts, 
Kilts, Kilts!! Ah Kilts...
August 11-12 - Barbarian vs. Romans:
Togas, Togas, and Fur-covered Barbarians! 
Come join the warriors as they charge the 
shire with their excitement and strength! 
Exciting Music, and contests for all our Gladi-

ators and Warrior Women! Do you have the 
power?
Depending on the path you wander through-
out Avaloch you’re likely to fi nd harmony 
or mayhem, laughter or song, competition or 
comradery, but all paths lead to enjoyment of 
the highest caliber. Come live the legend …..

General Information
Join the Opening Gate Ceremony, every day 
at 10:45am outside the front gate.
Parking at the Faire is Free! Those display-
ing handicap tags on their car will receive 
special parking near the gate. Wheelchair 
accessible wash facilities are available. The 
GLMF is wheelchair and stroller accessible.
         The Faire offers Medieval Wedding 
Packages, Ticket Agent Outlet Opportunities, 
and Child and Adult Medieval Birthday 
Packages. So, for a great alternative to usual 
summer activities, don’t just go anywhere... 
GO MEDIEVAL! 
Tickets are available online and at the gate, 
call for info regarding ticket outlets.
The Great Lakes Medieval Faire is commit-
ted to family entertainment and helping make 
great memories to follow you home. Visit 
www.medievalfaire.com call 1-888-633-4382 
or 1-440-474-4280 for more info on the faire, 
weddings, special events and ticket purchasing 
information.

~ Continued from Page 15
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String Prices

In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Saturday, July 14th
Relay For Life 

Eastlake North High
6:00 PM

 
Friday, July 20th

Chardon Square Gazebo
7:00 til 9:00 PM

 
Saturday, August 4th

Harpersfield Winery
7:30 til 10:00 PM
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        This summer, Little Fish Records’ Ris-
ing Tide Artists, D.S.W. and Tropidelic will 
present the fi rst TropTown Arts & Music 
Festival. The event was conceptualized by the 
prominent Northeast Ohio reggae-rock act 
Tropidelic. TropTown will be held August 
3-5 at Pennsylvania’s Slippery Rock Dunes 
Campgrounds and feature more than ten of 
the region’s leading reggae, roots and world 
music performers.
        The partnership between Little Fish Re-
cords’ Rising Tide Artist program and D.S.W., 
who brought an audience of nearly 1,000 to 
the Zane Shawnee Caverns last month for the 
fi rst Tribal Connection Art/Music Festival, is 
part of an ongoing collaboration to strengthen 
the festival scene. The Rising Tide Artist 
program, a new mentorship project that seeks 
to be a Midwest roots revival among young 
up-and-coming musicians, booked several of 
Tribal Connection’s major acts in addition to 
hosting a stage during the festival.
         “[TropTown] has been in the works for 
a long time, it’s a natural progression.” says 
Tropidelic bassist Pags. “Tropidelic is more 
than the music, it’s community. And Trop-
Town will bring everyone together.”

a wide variety of musical genres, including 
Reggae, World, Americana, Blues, Folk, Jazz, 
and Rock.  Little Fish Records is a division 
of Cross Track Music, Inc., a full-service 
provider of artist services, including manage-
ment, promotions, distribution, bookings, 
publishing, and foreign licensing.  LFR’s 
website (www.littlefi shrecords.com) hosts and 
sells its “Cleveland Classics” comprehensive 
collection of music by Cleveland-based artists 
from the 60’s to present.

        TropTown Arts & Music Festival Line-
up: Tropidelic • Three Legged Fox • Boogie 
Matrix Mechanism • Jones For Revival • 
Elemental Groove Theory • One World Tribe 
• The Ohms •  5 elements • Lethal FX • Blue 
Moon Soup • B Side Dubs • Wanyama • Rare 
Breed • RipTide • Glow Pop Jiggly Jams

        The festival will provide space for two 
nights of camping. In addition to the musical 
line-up, there will be ongoing live painting, 
craft shows and other art exhib-
its throughout the weekend. 
Tickets are $40 pre-sale, $45 
after July 27th, and the show is 
all ages. To buy tickets, go to: 
www.showclix.com/event/trop-
town/tag/Tropidelic
For TropTown vending and 
sponsorship information, 
please contact: TropTown@
gmail.com.

        LITTLE FISH RECORDS 
(LFR) is a Cleveland-based 
record label committed to 
presenting the fi nest local 
and regional sounds within 

LOCATED ON THE STRIP
GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE RESORT

Roasted Corn-on-the Cob

Open
7-Days-A-Week
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Asia Collaborates Again on XXX

        And now you fi nd yourself in two-zero-
one-two.  The disco hotspots hold no charm 
for you.
       The Eighties were a peculiar time for mu-
sic.  New Age artists and synth-pop poseurs 
rubbed shoulders with heavy metal mavens 
and bubblegum dance divas.  The openness 
in the market was only exacerbated by MTV, 
whose relatively new visual aesthetic meant a 
performer could get airplay even if his music 
instincts couldn’t live up to his image.  The 
passage of the decade into the more cynical, 
grunge-powered Nineties left a wake of one-
hit wonders whose auteurs were left facing 
serious identity crises in a changing climate.
        The four original members of Asia—the 
guys responsible for megahits “Heat of the 
Moment” and “Only Time Will Tell”—luckily 
had backup plans following their dissolution.  
Guitarist Steve Howe began cranking out 
solo albums in earnest, ultimately returning 
to Yes in 1996.  Singer-bassist John Wetton 
(ex-King Crimson) worked on and off with 
U.K.  Drummer extraordinaire Carl Palmer 
toured with his own jazz-rock trio.  Keyboard-

ist Geoff Downes kept the spirit of Asia alive 
by enlisting new talent (most notably vocal-
ist John Payne) to sustain the group after his 
compatriots jumped ship.  
        But the quartet reconvened in 2006 
to celebrate its 25th anniversary with a 
world tour.  The gigs resulted in a modestly 
successful live DVD—Asia: Spirit of the 
Night—and were apparently so enjoyed by 
the musicians themselves that they elected 
to write their fi rst new material together 
since Alpha.  
        Who could have foreseen that that 
Phoenix (2008) —the fi rst release from the 
original lineup in a quarter century—would be 
met with such critical praise?  Or that follow-
up Omega (2010) would further eclipse Asia’s 
best material?  Or that another masterpiece, 
XXX, would arrive to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the band’s debut?
        Produced by Mike Paxmon (Uriah Heep, 
Status Quo), the dozen tracks on the new 
release from Frontiers Records parallel and 
expound upon the themes (regret, mortal-
ity, resurrection, redemption) introduced 
on Phoenix and Asia.  Only now Wetton, 
Downes, Howe, and Palmer have established 
some serious creative momentum to back their 
prodigious chops.  
        Howe—now in his sixth decade playing 
guitar—peppers the songs with delicate leads 
and colorful fi lls on his Fender Stratocaster 
and Gibson Les Paul, employing his trade-
mark pedal steel when the mood calls for extra 
anguish or forlornness (“Faithful,” “Ghost of a 
Chance”).  There’s even some pretty acoustic 
work here; that’s probably one of Howe’s 
many Martin steel strings coursing through 
postcard ballad “Reno (Silver and Gold).” 
        But the material is prevailed upon not 
so much by Howe as by songwriters Wetton 
and Downes, whose dynamic aural partner-
ship (witness their teamwork on the Rubicon 
trilogy) gives XXX an abundance of heart and 
soul.  
        Wetton pushes the limits of his vocal 
range throughout the disc, even engaging a 
bit of falsetto on “I Know How You Feel,” 
whereon the 63-year old stretches and sustains 
his verses like a cantor in his twenties.  The 
ex-Crimson singer has a ridiculously pleasant, 
familiar voice, which makes even the silliest 
turns of phrases somehow sound right—if not 
perfect.  On the eloquent “Bury Me in Wil-
low,” the Bournemouth bard riskily rhymes 
joke with cloak and oak.  And that’s just dur-
ing the refrain.  Elsewhere, as on the bright, 
funky “Al Gatto Nero,” (that’s “Black Cat” for 
all you would-be Google search translators) 
Uncle John wails in his uppermost register 
while dabbling in Spanish—and the call-and-

response 
chorus just sounds fun instead of funny.  If 
there’s a hidden message in Wetton’s word 
play, perhaps it’s simply that he’s fi nally “feel-
ing good” after a decade of health scares.
       “If I had money, I’d drop it all in the 
wishing well,” posits the Zon bass-boomer on 
born-again rocker “No Religion.”  
        Downes (who moonlights with Howe in 
Yes) graces the album with inimitable piano 
and synthesizer prowess, bringing medieval 
brass tones to bear on “Tomorrow the World” 
and lush orchestral strings to “Bury Me in 
Willow.”  He prefaces lead-off single “Face 
on the Bridge” with gorgeous piano chords, 
embarks on a wild synth solo halfway through 
“No Religion,” and caps “Al Gatto Nero” with 
a mischievous Stevie Wonder keyboard fl our-
ish straight out of the “Sir Duke” playbook.    
        Downes could probably get away with 
more fl amboyant noodling here, but restraint 
rules the day.  Downes knows Asia is more 
pop than prog, and his keyboard contribu-
tions fi ttingly serve the songs rather than call 
attention to themselves.  This virtuosic ego-
checking by all parties keeps XXX from sink-
ing beneath the weight of Asia’s progressive 
leanings. Despite their heritage in sometimes 
bombastic, arty-farty groups who occasion-
ally indulged extended musical overplay 
and lyrical pretentiousness, the guys in Asia 
anchor their material and save the instrumen-
tal ornamentation for later.  Downes, Howe, 
and Palmer how much is too much and thus 
avoid needless keyboard-tinkling, guitar shred 
overkill, and percussive bombast.
        XXX probably won’t convert non-
believers; the band is too far along in its career 
to worry about winning over newcomers.  But 
like its two twenty-fi rst century predecessors, 
the album is more rewarding with each listen. 
Fans that enjoyed those comeback offerings 
will delight in the melodious positivity and 
smart song craft of XXX.  Even Roger Dean’s 
cover illustration echoes Asia’s debut thirty 
years ago, what with another dragon chas-
ing an elusive pearl (note the album’s Roman 
numeral title embodied in the fi sh fl opping at 
the waterfall). 

By Pete Roche
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Wrath of the Titans
Released June 26th on Bluray and DVD

        A decade has passed since Perseus (Sam 
Worthington) rescued Princess Andromeda 
from the clutches of the dreaded Kraken and 
saved Argos from an incipient CLASH OF 
THE TITANS.  Now he’s got a son, longer 
hair, and a modest fi shing business along the 
coast.  He’s not interested in doing the Hercu-
les thing anymore and would rather be a dad 
than pummel pillars in more petty squabbles 
with steroid-steeled scorpions and hormonal 
gorgons.  
        Ah, but this demigod (like most, once 
supposes) hails from a broken home.  Father 
Zeus (Liam Neeson) and Uncle Poseidon 
(Danny Huston) are losing power because 
humans—emboldened by Perseus’ heroic 
deeds—won’t worship them anymore.  A 
third Olympian uncle, banished Hades (Ralph 
Fiennes), summons Zeus’ other son, vengeful 
Ares (Edgar Ramirez), to the underworld Tar-
tarus to awaken their lumbering, lava-based 
patriarch, titan Kronos, who was imprisoned 
there by Zeus eons ago.  Seems the young war 
god also has a bone to pick with Perseus, who 
after the events of the fi rst fi lm only solidifi ed 
his status as Zeus’ favorite.  
        Yep, it’s the most dysfunctional fi lm 
family since the Skywalkers.  And that’s just 
the boys.
        Anticipating his abduction, Zeus visits 
Perseus in a dream and gives one of those 
patented Uncle Ben “with great power comes 
great responsibility” lectures.  And if Perseus 
is unwilling to abandon his quiet life to help 
out dear ol’ Dad, well then he’d damn well 
better do it for his son, Helios—lest grand-
pappy Kronos erupt from the depths and 
unleash hell on earth.  Literally.  Then the kid 
won’t be able to fi nish school with the token 
wise woman from the village.  Helios will 
have to fast-track it, settling for the ancient 
Grecian equivalent of a GED.  Bummer.
        “Is it heavy?” Perseus asks, letting the 
boy heft his mystical sword.
        The weight he refers to, of course, is his 
own sense of duty.  He lives among mortals 
despite his heavenly heritage and is regaled 
in the streets like the local kid who became a 
rock star and retired early.  High-fi ve, Percy!  
        WRATH follows the formula laid by 
its 2010 predecessor (itself a remake of the 
Ray Harryhausen stop-motion classic starring 
Harry Hamlin).  Our stalwart protagonist sets 
upon a quest through treacherous lands, bat-
tling seemingly unstoppable foes, in search of 
magic weapons to defeat the titans—whose 
number includes a two-headed, fi re-breathing 
dog.  Oh, and he’s got to rescue Papa Zeus.  
From Hell.   It’s gonna be one of those days. 
He should have kept Medusa’s head on ice.
        Joining Perseus on his new mission are 
Andromeda (Rosamund Pike), the princess 
turned warrior queen, and Agenor (Toby 
Kebbell)—Poseidon’s half-human son, a 
once-proud navigator who’s turned to stealing 
since his father’s banishment. Prodigal uncle 
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Hephaestus (Bill Nighy) confi des that conjoin-
ing Zeus’ thunderbolt, Poseidon’s trident, and 
Hades’ pitchfork will produce the Spear of 
Dreams—the last word in Titan-toppling ac-
cessories.  But Heff isn’t too lucid these days; 
the heavenly metalworker is now a hermit liv-
ing in self-imposed exile on an island patrolled 
by the Cyclops.  He passes time reenacting 
scenes from CAST AWAY, with himself doing 
the Tom Hanks bit and a familiar metal bird 
playing his silent Wilson.  
        Taking the reins from CLASH helmsman 
Louis Leterrier (TRANSPORTER), South 
African director Jonathan Liebesman doesn’t 
miss a beat.  WRATH is a needless sequel, 
to be sure, but it’s a guilty pleasure watching 
the calamities portended in the fi rst install-
ment springing to life (or plummeting from 
the skies like meteors) and wreaking havoc.  
The CG beasties are convincingly ferocious 
and their havoc is violent—but not too grue-
some for kids.  However, some of the combat 
footage is so unsteady we sometimes aren’t 
even sure what Perseus is fi ghting until he’s 
killed it.  One set piece involving a gigantic 
labyrinth is fascinating (although a similar 
concept was used in AVP); the heroes must 
maneuver through the monolithic maze, whose 
walls and tunnels shift like pieces in a rocky 
Rubik’s puzzle.  The climax is lively but trig-
gers an overwhelming déjà vu, coming off like 
a landlocked reprise of the Kraken sequence 
from CLASH.  Perseus again confronts a giant 
adversary astride the winged Pegasus—only 
now they’re dodging magma instead of sea-
water—and Andromeda leads the cheers from 
the ground.      
        SCHINDLER’S LIST stars Neeson and 
Fiennes are better than this, but damn if the 
bearded brothers don’t spark onscreen togeth-
er, the former quipping “Let’s have some fun,” 
while fl inging energy bolts at fi ery four-armed 
invaders.  Neeson—who played Jedi knight 
Qui-Gon Jinn in STAR WARS—EPISODE 
ONE: THE PHANTOM MENACE—even 
force-pushes a handful of hellions out of the 
way.
        Ramirez (who chomped scenery as the 
titular terrorist in CARLOS) is a convinc-
ing heavy—but pretty ex-Bond girl Pike’s 
Andromeda isn’t given any pivotal moments.  
Kebbell is the fi lm’s comic relief, his repentant 
thief providing an emotional connect for the 
audience despite his celestial lineage.  But it’s 
Worthington who shoulders most of the action. 
The 35 year-old Aussie turned in similarly 
physical performances in TERMINATOR: 
SALVATION and AVATAR, emerges from 
WRATH covered in another gleaming mask 
of perspiration, blood, and soot—but now he’s 
got the confi dence of a marquee hero.  He’s 
been Macbeth, battled robots from the future, 
and assumed the corporal husk of a ten-foot 
tall blue alien.  WRATH is sizzling with 
Sammy, whose Danaan deity likewise sallies 
forth with the cockiness of someone who’s 
seen it all before.
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Lebron James and Other Stuff
By Tom Todd

        I’m a musician and I made the 7th grade 
basketball team when I was a kid, so I believe 
that qualifi es me to have an opinion on Leb-
ron James and professional basketball. 
        Professional basketball (and all profes-
sional sports) is set up so every team gets 
roughly an equal number of talented players. 
But the teams can’t hold onto these players 
forever. Eventually the players’ contract run 
out and they become “free agents.” Then they 
have more freedom to play wherever they 
choose. 
        Well it seems in this case, several of the 
very best players, including Lebron James 
(possibly the best basketball player in the 
world) all decided to be on the same team, the 
Miami Heat. So the Miami Heat was pretty 
much an all-star team this past year, and it 
was entirely logical, and expected, that they 
would win the championship, which they did. 
And they’ll probably win several more for the 
next several years. How exciting.
        When I was a kid, a bunch of 
us would get to- gether 
and play a 
game of 
basket-
ball. 
The 
fi rst 
thing we’d 

do is choose up sides. We’d never say, “Let’s 
put all the good guys on one team.” That 
would be unthinkable. Instead, we’d even out 
the teams. If there were 2 tall guys we’d make 
sure they were on separate teams. Simple. 
Logical. Even a 10 year old kid could see the 
logic to that. In order to have a fun, competi-
tive game, you split up the talent. Otherwise, 
what would be the point of playing the game? 
        Imagine all the kids getting together for 
a basketball game and all the best and tallest 
kids got on one team. Well, the outcome of 
the game is already certain, so why play the 
game??? You might just as well all go home 
now.
       So very early on, the kids (kids, mind 
you) realized the value in picking teams that 
are even. Then the game meant something.
       All the games won this year by the Miami 
Heat, and all their championships, are unfairly 
won, and thus are meaningless. Those games 
should be marked in the record books with an 
asterisk. Yes, they are offi cially victories, but 

they are meaningless.
        And speaking of sports: Do you re-
member Albert Belle? He played for the 
Indians (oh, yeah, I changed the subject 
to baseball) during their heyday in the 
1990’s when they went to two World Se-

ries. Belle was an incredible hitter, and hit 
more homeruns than almost anyone in major 
league baseball. Cleveland fans loved him!
       Then it was contract time. Cleveland of-
fered Belle the unheard of sum of 48 million 
dollars to stay with the Indians. The Chicago 
White Sox offered him 51 million, so Belle 
left.
        Now, stop and think about it. What is 
the difference between 48 million and 51 
million??? In what way would his life style 
change if he had stayed here for 48 mil-
lion? What can you buy for 51 million that 
you can’t buy for 48? Some of these players 
couldn’t even tell you how many zeroes are in 
a million. Wouldn’t it have been better to stay 
with a team that developed him, where he was 
idolized, where he had a great playoff history, 
where his name would live on in glory? That 
always bugged me.
        Well, now you know what kind of stuff 
is going through my head when I’m singing 
MARGARITTAVILLE.
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        The Midwest Rock and Roll Express 
pulled into Cuyahoga Falls June 30th, dumping 
three of classic rock’s greatest heavyweights at 
Blossom Music Center.
        On a sultry Saturday night that only 
saw 8,000 advance tickets sold, Ted Nugent, 
REO Speedwagon, and Styx thrilled a mostly 
middle-aged audience whose numbers swelled 
considerably by show time.  
        The venue was well-known to the three 
headliners, who’ve played Cuyahoga Valley’s 
scenic pavilion dozens of times in the last 
twenty years alone.  In fact, REO and Styx have 
played Blossom together on previous package 
shows, such as Classic Rock’s Main Event in 
2003 (with Journey) and the Can’t Stop Rockin’ 
Tour in 2010.  Styx—Chicago’s answer to 
theatrical prog-rockers from England—also 
performed here in 2006 with The Contemporary 
Youth Orchestra. A DVD from that event, One 
With Everything, ranks among the group’s best-
selling items.
       The sun was still up when Ted Nugent 
took the stage at 7:00pm, but the Motor City 
Madman certainly didn’t take his opening slot 
lightly. Accompanied by longtime collaborators 
Derek St. Holmes (vocals, rhythm guitar) and 
Mick Brown (drums), the 63-year old Republi-
can rocker barreled through a dozen cuts from 
throughout his testosterone-fueled career, start-
ing with “Gonzo” and “Just What the Doctor 
Ordered.”  
       Nugent—an avid hunter and guitar afi cio-
nado—prowled a stage decorated by nearly 
twenty vintage Gibsons, all lovingly displayed 
on stands atop mountains of 5150 speaker 
cabinets. Ohio’s state fl ag adorned one side of 
Smith’s drum rostrum; Old Glory occupied the 
other. Nuge sported a camoufl age hat but didn’t 
use the compound bow hanging from a micro-
phone stand.  Rock and roll’s consummate alpha 
male outdoorsman is known for taking archery 
practice onstage.
        “Wango Tango” (from 1980’s Scream 
Dream) gave way to “Turn It Up” and “Free for 
All” and “Stormtroopin’,” with Nugent wail-

ing away on his custom Gibson Byrdland and 
singing into a microphone headset.  The evening 
would have been more family-friendly without 
Nuge’s constant F-bombs and his pussy-praising 
spoken intro to “Wang Dang Sweet Poon 
Tang”—but to deny woodsy Teddy the chance to 
indulge his primal instincts would not only run 
contrary to  his beloved First Amendment rights, 
but also water down his ridiculously entertaining 
Tarzan-meets-Rambo rock schtick.
Only in America.
        Nugent compensated for the vulgarity by 
welcoming guest attendees from the United 
States Armed Forces.  Remember Justin Ham-
mer’s Stark Expo presentation at the end of Iron 
Man 2 where he introduces robot representatives 
from the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines?  
It was like that, sans robots. And Nuge included 
the Coast Guard in his shout-outs.
        “Fred Bear” gave fans a slice of latter-day 
Nuge (from 1995’s Spirit of the Wild).  Then 
the power trio pulled all stops for FM mainstays 
“Cat Scratch Fever” and “Stranglehold.”
        The Illinois-based REO Speedwagon fol-
lowed, serving up a string of seven Top 10 hits 
with a couple well-placed backtracks.  
        REO front man Kevin Cronin certainly 
hasn’t lost his touch.  The sliver slim singer 
still puts his pipes into pile-drivers like “Don’t 
Let Him Go,” “Take It On the Run” and “Keep 
Pushin’ while alternating between piano and 
guitar.  He commanded the entire length of the 
stage, dividing time greeting fans seated to his 
left and right when not working the microphone 
front-and-center.  
       Cronin even went out of his way to fi st-
bump a young boy watching from the sidelines.  
The kid (who couldn’t have been more than 
seven) wore safety headphones—but his grin 
let Cronin know he getting the full REO effect.  
He even joined the band later in the set, playing 
tambourine next to bassist Bruce Hall (whose 
“Back on the Road Again” was a highlight).  
       Drummer Bryan Hitt stormed through the 
hits while Hall held the bottom end.  Guitarist 
Dave Amato—still one of REO’s “new guys” 
even though it’s been twenty-three years since 
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stepping in for Gary Richrath—worked opposite 
Hall, copping all the familiar licks from 1978 
gem “Time for Me to Fly” and overlooked 1987 
single “That Ain’t Love.”  Occasionally Amato 
would join Hitt on the drum riser, soloing in the 
spotlight while Cronin made social calls.
       Neal Doughty manned keyboards on a plat-
form behind Hall.  It’s a position he’s occupied 
for over forty years, so if anyone knows how to 
“Roll With the Changes,” it’s REO’s organ-
playing anchorman, who vacated his spot only 
to play Wheels Are Turnin’ hit “Can’t Fight This 
Feeling” on Cronin’s piano.
        The four decades-old “Golden Country” 
(from 1972’s REO T.W.O.) injected more 
patriotism into the pre-July 4th gala.  The Stars 
and Stripes fl ickered in pixilated form on a 
giant LCD screen behind the musicians, lend-
ing a festive feel to the song despite its lyrics 
(which highlight the many fl aws in our nation 
of plenty).  But it was chart-toppers like “Keep 
On Loving You” and “Ridin’ the Storm Out” that 
enraptured the Blossom audience.  
        The evening’s award for best wardrobe (and 
hair) went to Styx, who banged through cuts 
from all points in its remarkable career (save the 
Dennis De Young-inspired Kilroy Was Here, the 
atypical 1983 concept album that spawned “Mr. 
Roboto”).
        Led by blonde guitarists James “J.Y.” 
Young and Tommy Shaw, the quintet hit hard 
and fast with “Blue Collar Man” (from 1978’s 
Pieces of Eight) and anti-commercialism epic 
“Grand Illusion.”  Petite gunslinger Shaw (who 
played with Nugent in 1990’s super-group Damn 
Yankees) fi elded vocals on the urgent “Too 
Much Time on My Hands” before saying hello 
to his Blossom constituents.  Shaw was every 
bit the guitar god, wearing spray-on pleather 
pants and boots borrowed from a Jedi Knight 
footlocker.  Fortunately, the goateed guitarist has 
the chops to back up the image, coaxing furious 
bends from his Gibson SG during “Man in the 
Wilderness” and “Fooling Yourself.”
        Young had a chance to shine on “Miss 
America,” another chestnut from The Grand 
Illusion.  He also sang on “Lorelei” (from 

1975’s Equinox) before introducing original 
Styx bassist Chuck Panozzo to the stage.  The 
dapper-dressed Panozzo, Fedora-wearing looked 
in good health, thrumming through the classics 
with ease.
        Full-time Styx bassist Ricky Phillips com-
manded attention in black boots straight out of 
a Mad Max movie—but he humbly deferred 
to Panozzo late in the set, either playing a 
double-neck guitar or excusing himself entirely 
while the guest alumnus fi lled four-string duties.  
Drummer Todd Sucherman kept time while pro-
jecting attitude, again proving himself a worthy 
addition to the virtuosic Styx lineup following 
John Panozzo’s mid-nineties departure.
         Canadian singer-songwriter Lawrence 
Gowan sang all the hits made popularized by 
De Young, who left the group for good at the 
edge of the century (pun intended, Styx fans).  
A celebrated soloist in his own right, Gowan 
applied prodigious keyboard skills to the Styx 
catalog while navigating the precarious vocal 
turns of ballad “Lady” and piano-anthem “Come 
Sail Away.”  Dressed entirely in black, Gowan 
brought dramatic fl air to the proceedings, 
dancing to the music and pivoting his keyboard 
stand a full 360 degrees to afford glimpses of 
his ivory-tickling technique.  His condensed 
solo featured snippets of the piano outro from 
“Layla” as well as some honky-tonk riffs and 
Beethoven-like fl ourishes.
        “Rockin’ the Paradise” brought Blossom’s 
lawn-sitters to their feet.  Then Shaw and com-
pany fi nished where they started, returning to 
Pieces of Eight for “Renegade.”
         Perhaps the most refreshing aspect of the 
show was the unbridled enthusiasm shared by 
the bands’ thirteen inveterate musicians.  Almost 
all these guys smiled the entire time—particu-
larly Cronin, Hall, Shaw, and Young. And when 
he wasn’t looking like a Cheshire cat that just 
killed a canary, Nugent had an arsenal of other 
funny faces.  
        Throw in a sublime light show, expedient 
set changes, terrifi c (though humid) weather, and 
you had one hell of a night of middle class rock.  

A NIGHT AT BLOSSOM WITH NUGE, REO AND STYX
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        I hope that everyone’s summer has been 
going as well as mine has. I also hope that 
no one has been leaving their guitars or other 
stringed instruments in the hot cars or sitting 
out in the direct sunlight. The other day I 
drove by a garage sale and saw two acoustic 
guitars sitting in the middle of a very sunny 
yard. Of course I stopped and looked at them. 
They were nothing fancy and of course I’m at 
my guitar limit at the moment (doesn’t stop 
one from looking though) but when I picked 
up the one black Yamaha guitar and it was so 
hot that I couldn’t set it down on my knee to 
play it.  Before I left I told the woman who 
was running the 
garage sale that if 
she didn’t put those 
guitars away soon 
into the shade that she 
was either going to be 
giving them away or 
bringing them to me 
and having to pay me 
to fi x them.
        Some interest-
ing things have been 
happening in the 
shop lately. I have 
had to reglue the 
fi ngerboard onto a 
stand up bass and 
refi t a new soundpost 
in it. I’ve also been 
working on setting 
the neck on a Martin 
Shenandoah which 
has been in my shop 
far too long. This was 
a Martin guitar that was built in the 70’s in 
Japan but fi nished in the U.S.A.  They were 
very well built and also sound very good too. 
The problem with the neck is that the method 
of construction from the Martin guitars that 
were built in the U.S.A. are a little different in 
the way they are assembled at the factory. The 
truss rod is cut into the top in such a manner 
that it makes it hard to reset the neck angle. 
It has been a lesson in lutherie that I will not 
soon forget. 
         Along with the usual setups and nut re-
placements I have just got in some other beau-
tiful guitars.  I’m lucky to have a good friend 
that is always looking out for interesting 

guitars. He had gone to an auction last week 
and was able to pick up an incredible fi nd. He 
was able to buy a 1928 0028 Martin in excel-
lent shape. The other treasure he was able to 
purchase was a 1956 ET 150 Gibson Tenor 
guitar. It looks like it has never been played. It 
has the same beautiful arch top body and sun-
burst fi nish that Gibson’s are prized for. It also 
sports a very cool original P-90 pickup in it 
and sounds great. All I really have to do to it is 
change the strings. Wow! It is such a pleasure 
for me to be able to hold, play, and examine 
these great treasures of the past. These instru-
ments tell a story of the pride of American 

manufacturing. Back in the day when people 
would go to work and actually like their jobs.   
They took pride in their accomplishments. To 
look at the craftsmanship of these instruments 
and know that all the hands that touched it 
were truly all working for the same ultimate 
quality so that the customer could be as proud 
of their new instrument as they were in build-
ing it. Somehow this “American Pride” in 
manufacturing doesn’t seem to exist as it did 
back in the 20’s to the 60’s even to the 70’s. I 
guess when a lot of companies moved to for-
eign countries to increase their “bottom line” 
and American workers lost their livelihoods, 
because of this decision, it took the wind out 

of their sails and some of the pride sailed off 
with it. It is a shame but of course this article 
is not about the American economy and its 
trials and tribulations. 
          Getting back on track, I am proud to say 
that when you look around in the right places 
you can still fi nd some smaller companies 
right here in America that are producing some 
of the fi nest musical products in the market to-
day. Martin and Gibson are still in the front of 
the pack when it comes to quality and crafts-
manship. Many small “boutique” builders are 
popping up all over, including yours truly! I 
have seen a huge increase in guitar builders in 

the past 10 yrs. With the advent 
of the small CNC machines that 
can be bought for home use and 
the knowledge that can be easily 
accessed through the internet, it 
has opened the doors for many 
craftsman that might not have 
had the “gumption” to try to 
build something as intricate as 
a musical instrument. This has 
also raised the bar on all aspects 
of the music industry. With 
more and more highly educated 
engineers and craftsman getting 
into the game it produces better 
designs, more effi cient manu-
facturing procedures and better, 
newer fi nishing processes. 
Although some of the traditional 
methods of producing instru-
ments will hold out, it is just a 
matter of time before things will 
get even better than they were 
before. I love reading and fi nd-

ing out new ways to set up a routing technique 
or trying out a new fi nishing product that 
produces a better fi nish or seeing a new curve 
on a design that no one has thought of before. 
It helps make my creative juices fl ow. 
           I guess after all that I’ve said the bot-
tom line is that it still good to be able to learn 
new things after 50 plus years of being on the 
planet. I guess you can teach an old dog new 
tricks after all.
   See ya next time and Stay in Tune!    
  
Thanks Again!
Patrick from Wood-n-Strings /Liam Guitars

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec
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weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

Visit us at www.visitconneautohio.com
440-593-2402

 Steak Fry  Buccia Vineyard

July 14 Jam Fest

July 21 Winery Tour 
Conneaut Community Center for the Arts

Lighthouse Cruisers Cruise-Ins!  

 Conneaut Railroad Museum

Friday Night Racing at Raceway Seven

Sunday Evening Free Concerts
Conneaut Community Center for the Arts

By Mark Snodgrass

        An enormous media infl uence for me has 
been John Gorman former WMMS program 
director for 
many years 
in Cleveland. 
Gorman, 
inadvertently 
brought to my 
attention the 
band Metric, 
in an article he 
posted (I hate 
to admit it), 
on Facebook. 
That being 
said, Snytheti-
ca by Metric, a 
Canadian band 
formed in 1998 
has raised the eyebrows of me and apparently 
many others. Synthetica was released on June 
12th and is making the proverbial splash with 
fans worldwide. 
       Emily Haines (synthesizer, vocals, and 
guitar), Jimmy Shaw (guitar, synthesizer, 
theremin), Joshua Winstead (bassist) and 
Joules Scott Key (percussion), also known as 
Metric have done what the Beatles and other 
mega bands have done in the past and created 
their own label. Metrics fi rst independent 
album “Fantasies” awarded them the “Album 
of the Year” at the Canadian Juno Awards. 
Featuring “Gimme Me Sympathy, Gold Gun 
Girls”, “Help I’m Alive”. In 2010 Metric was 
nominated for a Grammy Award for their 
work on the Twilight Saga “Eclipse.” Also 
included in their efforts are “Scott Pilgrim and 
the World.” 
    “Synthetica” has captured the very essence 
of youth regardless of your generation. Their 
fi rst single “Youth without Youth” is the 
epitome of said title, in one way or another. It 
leaves plenty of room for individual inter-
pretation. Other tracks which equally share 
in metaphoric adventure include “Artifi cial 
Nocturne”, an edgy song which is lyrically 
brilliant. Haines, by the way is the daughter 
of famous poet Paul Haines best known for 
his collaboration with Carla Bley in the 1971 
Jazz opera “Escalator over the Hill”. Haines 
daughter Emily is not afraid to express herself 
freely. Her poetic brilliance is assumed inher-
ited and is blatantly revealed in her work and 
lyrics. The title track “Synthetica” rocks! It 
could be the bands next hit. Another stand out 
track in my opinion is, “Speed of Collapse” 
which possesses a nautical feel. Yet, “Speed 
of Collapse” depicts a land verses sea battle. 
The song tells of triumph and tragedy, staying 
with the metaphoric essence of the album. 
      “Synthetica”, brings its listeners eleven 
tracks of creative, intelligent, insightful music 
and lyrics. Haines said in an interview with 
Sean Adams, “We wanted to create a new 

sound 
like that ya know, sounds good to us like the 
way old records sound, that’s thoroughly 
modern construction. I didn’t want to make 
a throwback record at all.” Although in my 
opinion, for not being a “throw back” effort, 
she and the band are pulling off a 2012 Debbie 
Harry/ Blondie vibe. 
        Over all, Synthetica is an excellent effort 
worthy of all the success the band can achieve. 
As of the date I wrote this piece there are no 
Northeast Ohio dates. However, they would do 
well at the House of Blues in Cleveland or any 
venue in Ohio. They are playing in Rochester 
New York on September 6th, Detroit Michigan 
September 8th and Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 
September 18th. To hear Metric or to fi nd out 
more about the band visit www.ilovemetric.
com also, visit YouTube for most of Metrics 
songs, interviews and videos. Their music is 
also available through itunes. Of course, keep 
reading the Voice magazine for any further 
updates.  

CD REVIEW

4631 Park Avenue 440-289-7714

FRAPPES
SMOOTHIES
ICED LATTES

Wanted Merchants for Merchant MarketPlace
Every Saturday-Reserve your space now!

Exclusive Rooms Available

Artists Wanted for Art on Park Avenue
Coming Soon-Reserve your space now!

Exclusive Rooms Available
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

Saturday, July 21
THE ILYA RUM PARTY

   Put-In-Bay

Sunday, July 22
Fish Bowl

Tuesday, July 24

    
July 26 thru Aug 1

The Amazing Spider 
Man
Sony  PG13  136 min
       You probably know that I didn’t grow up 
reading marvel comics, but in recent years 
I’ve been forced to admit that the fi lms have 
usually been top notch. I did not, however, 
love the previous spider man series. For that 
reason I wasn’t particularly anxious to see 
another round of the same thing. On top of 
that, sure the original fi lms were extremely 
profi table but gee whiz, isn’t it a little early 
for a reboot? Not to mention that this latest 
episode is over two hours. Well, as it turns out 
my worries were for naught. 
There was nothing groundbreaking here; in 
fact it’s the shopworn tale of the origin of the 
Spider Man. You remember the nerdy kid with 
the missing father, the experiment, the spider 
bite the gamma rays and the super powers. 
Yada, yada… 
In this story Peter Parker (Andrew Garfi eld) is 
now living with his aunt and uncle played by 
surprisingly substantial actors in Sally Field 
and Martin Sheen when his curiosity about his 
dads science projects lead him to a laboratory 
where the legendary accident will take place. 
Now the previously picked on Parker has 
powers and abilities far beyond those of 
humans. Not quite as fast as a speeding bullet 
or as powerful as a locomotive but it’s still 
pretty cool. After thwarting a few street crimes 
Spidey will be branded a vigilante by a jealous 
police force. That’s plot number one.
Plot number two is the one armed semi 
mad scientist whose research has led to the 
transformation. He’s mixed up with some bad 
people who seem to have had a hand in Park-
ers father’s disappearance. 
So when you add in the boy meets girl and 
deals with the bullies portion you have a pretty 
standard outline for a super hero fi lm.
And you know what? 
Predictable as it may have been everything in 
this fi lm works just perfectly and that, friends, 
is about the only surprise here. 
I thought Garfi eld has much more charisma 

then his predecessor, blank. As for the cast, the 
addition of Field, Sheen and Denis Leary is 
also a big plus. There is plenty of plot to coun-
terbalance the action and the effects are as 
good as you’d expect. And even at 2 + hours 
nothing ever drags. 
Hopefully the sequel will be as much fun and 
not lapsing into the usual two hours of noisy 
action and battle with a new super villain, but 
I’ll worry about that next year. For now THE 
AMAZING SPIDER MAN is the best of the 
series to date. 

A

By Westside Steve Simmons

Moonrise Kingdom
Focus  pg13  94 min
       So I heard rumors of Cannes hit MOON-
RISE KINGDOM and was disappointed to 
see that it was in very limited release. Focus 
fi lms usually run outside the main stream, 
sometimes way out side, but it’s nice when 
they show up on a local screen. So, thank you 
Plaza in Cuyahoga Falls, Regal Montrose and 
especially the Cedar Lee. I actually planned 
to see something else and only noted that it 
was playing when I looked at the marquee. 
The reason I was intrigued to see this one was 
the cast. Bruce Willis, Francis McDormand, 
Harvey Keitel, Edward Norton and a rare ap-
pearance by the elusive Bill Murray. None of 
these actors seem to be the kind to take a bad 
fl ick for a quick buck.
Outside of that I had no clue what it was to be 

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!
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about. It turned out to be a sweet but quirky 
tale of pre adolescent love set in the 1960s. 
Oh, not be actual 1960s, but the surrealistic 
1960s that many of the wall fi lms fi nd them-
selves in. To be sure the kids are the stars of 
the fi lm despite the heavyweight supporting 
cast. 
That surrealism is actually a big part of what 
makes this fi lm cool.
After being bounced from one foster home 
to another, troubled teenager Sam winds up 
in a quasi para military scout camp. He’s 
noticeably eccentric even in a world where 
eccentricity seems to be the rule rather than 
the exception. One day, while A wall from 
the camp, Sam (Jared Gilman) will meet Suzi 
(Kara Hayward) performing in a local theater 
production. The two youngsters form a bond, 
fall in love and will eventually elope. Their 
unexpected disappearance will become the 
basis of the entire fi lm as parents, police and 
scouts all team up to track them down. 
Along with the manhunt, well maybe kid hunt, 
there are entanglements among many of the 
other characters that fi ll in the story. In an odd 
way it seems like director Wes Anderson uses 

those other characters almost like the odd pe-
riod props that make the scenery so strikingly 
weird. Friction between Khaki Scout masters 
Norton and Keitel, the love affair between 
Suzi’s mother (McDormand) and bachelor cop 
(Willis) and the threat of social services’ Nurse 
Ratched-like boss make up a riveting and off 
kilter story.
And redemption for, well almost everyone.
It’s a love or hate fl ick but I come down on the 
love side.

B

WSS
Email - westsidesteve@aol.com



28 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 July 11 - 25, 2012

Dry Town plays country on 
steroids and some good ole rock 
and roll. 
        The band features the powerful vocals 
of Avonlea Wensel. Avonlea, also known as 
Ava to her friends, has a vocal comfort zone 
of 10 on the volume register. This girl can 

really belt 
out a song 
and the band 
loves giving 
it right back. 
Ava’s vocals 
supply the 
energy that 
gets this band 
going. On 
lead guitar is 
Jim Stafford 

who really knows his way around a telecaster 
neck. The rhythm section consists of Bryan 
Satterlee on drums and Brian Fish on Bass. 
Bryan and Brian have done plenty of time 
with working bands in the past and have no 
problem laying down a solid foundation for 
the band, not to mention their vocal contribu-
tions. Rounding out the mix is utility man 
Mark Dershaw. Mark goes back and forth 
between electric guitar, acoustic guitar, pedal 
steel guitar, harmonicas and vocals. Put Ava’s 
vocal talents in front of this seasoned group 
of musicians and you get one great band… 
Dry Town!
        Dry Town is made up of a diverse group 
of folks with varying back-
grounds in music. What 
they do have in common 
is the desire to get out and 
play some great music and 
promote good times. Each 
member of the band brings 
to the table a different set 
of talents, infl uences and 
style that complement the 
band as a whole. The as-
sembly of all these compo-
nents creates an ensemble 
that is capable of pulling 
off just about anything that 
comes to mind. Not only 
are they able to play a va-
riety of music, they can choose to do it “just 
like the record” or add their own style. 
        Dry Town will be performing at Starlite 
Lounge on Friday, July 27. Starlite has a 
huge awesome dance fl oor and AC so come 

on out and kick up your heels. 
 
ZAC BROWN BAND 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 AT 
BLOSSOM MUSIC CENTER 
        Live Nation is excited to bring back Zac 
Brown Band to Blossom Music Center on 
Saturday, September 29th. Tickets go on sale 
Friday, July 13 at 10am. 
       Zac Brown Band is an American country, 
Southern rock, bluegrass, reggae and folk 
band based in Atlanta, Georgia. The lineup 
consists of Zac Brown (lead vocals, guitar), 
Jimmy De Martini (fi ddle, vocals), John 
Driskell Hopkins (bass guitar, vocals), Coy 
Bowles (guitar, keyboards), Chris Fryar 
(drums), Clay Cook (guitar, keyboards, man-
dolin, steel guitar, vocals), and Daniel de los 
Reyes (percussion). 
         The band has toured throughout the 
United States, including a slot on the 2009 and 
2010 Bonnaroo Music Festival. They have 
also recorded four studio albums, and charted 
eight Number One singles on the Billboard 
country charts: “Chicken Fried”, “Toes”, 
“Highway 20 Ride”, “Free”, “As She’s Walk-
ing Away”, “Colder Weather”, “Knee Deep” 
and “Keep Me In Mind”, in addition to the 
singles “Whatever It Is” and “No Hurry”, 
which peaked at number 2 on the same chart. 
       Listen to ZBB’s new album Uncaged 
on your computer and iPad now exclusively 
on iTunes for free! Every track (Yep. All of 
them!) now available. 

       From the sweet melody 
of “Goodbye in Her Eyes” 
to the perfect summertime 
jam “Island Song” you can 
get your full dose of ZBB’s 
new album only on iTunes. 
Pre-order your album on 
iTunes now. 
Uncaged released July 10. 
For more info on Zac 
Brown Band visit: 
www.zacbrownband.com 
ON SALE FRIDAY, 
JULY 13 at 10AM 
Reserved $59.50, $49.50, 
$40 and General Admis-
sion Lawn $29.50 

Lawn 4-Pack $99 
Tickets available via LiveNation.com, all 
ticketmaser locations, 
charge-by-phone at (800) 745-3000
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~ Rick Ray

How Much?
I am about to embark on a journey!  A 
journey of utmost importance.  A journey 
into the unknown, into the depths of 
highway hell as I attempt to ride my al-
most vintage 1982 Kawasaki motorcycle 
945 miles and return in as many pieces as 
I left with!!

Before I left to embark on this unprec-
edented journey I was having a conversa-
tion with a friend when she said that she 
liked something very much.  Well for 
some strange reason I got stuck on that 
phrase which started bouncing around 
in my deep cavernous mind and I was 
forced to think about it!

I started wondering what is the volume 
of a much?  I mean when lovers say “I 
love you very much”, how much love 
is a very much?  Then to confound me 
even more I hear “I love you so very 
much!!!    Now I have a ‘much’, a ‘very 
much’ and a ‘so very much’ and these 
muches progressively increase in value!

To make matters worse I’ve been asked 
“how much do you like that!?”  Now I 
have to determine how much 
a much is so I can give an 
honest answer!!  If I say 
“I like it a lot!”, now I’ve 
added another factor 
to the equation, 
how much is “a 
lot”?

This dilemma 
has gotten 
me into a 
quagmire 
of unending 
“much search-

ing”!  So much so that I have to take this 
journey into the depths of highway hell 
to contemplate an answer to “How Much 
Is A Much?”!  See I can’t even write a 
sentence without using the word MUCH!

AAAAAAAHHHHH!!’

I will fi nd the answer or it will drive me 
crazier!  Stay tuned for a mile by mile 
update as I travel in search of the mean-
ing of MUCH!  I’ll ask as many people as 
I  can along the way in hopes of settling 
my disturbed mind, I need to very much!

AAAAAAAHHHHH!!!

Snarp  Farkle
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Winey-Margarita Party featuring Justo Saborit 
Friday, July 27th · 7 p.m. 

 
Come out for an evening of wine margaritas and Latin jazz.  Luau attire highly recommended. 

Reservations are not required but they are recommended if you are planning on joining us for dinner. 

 

 

Wednesday, July 11th · 5-10:30 p.m. 

Bring your furry friend with you to the winery. 

Wednesday, July 18th 6-8 p.m. 

Jump into a hot air balloon and check out the  

winery property from a birds eye view as the hot 

air lifts you up into the sky.  Rides are $7 for adults 

and $5 for kids-weather permitting.   

July 21st Noon-4:30 p.m. 

Categories include: cutest pet; ugliest pet; most 

unique pet; best attired pet; most wine-ish pet, 

and best pet trick. Gift certificates and trophies 

will be awarded to the winners. All animals must 

be leashed or caged. 

 
      Wed., July 11th        

Larry Smith 
Fri., July 13th 

Castaways 
Sat., July 14th 

Bad Habits 
Sun., July 15th 
Whooz Playin 

 

Wed., July 18th 
Tom Todd  

Fri., July 20th 
Brick House Blues 

Sat., July 21st 
Four Kings & the Queen 

Sun., July 22nd 
Uncharted Course 

 

Wed., July 25th 
       Hit List       

 

 
Music plays Wed. 6:30-10:30;  

Fri. 7-11 p.m.; Sat. 3:30-7:30 p.m.; 
Sun. 2:30-5:30 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY 
Friday, July 13th,  

Light of Day (Motown rock) 
Saturday, July 14th 

Baconcake (Rock n Roll) 
Sunday, July 15th 
Stan Miller (Jazz) 
Friday, July 20th 

Castaways (Rock n Roll) 
Saturday, July 21st 

All for One (Motown Rock) 
Sunday, July 22nd 
Rob Allen ( Jazz) 

 

Music plays Friday & Saturday from 
7:30-10:30 p.m.  

&  Sundays from 4-7. 

 


