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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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Inaugural Cask Tasting

        The Winegrowers of the Grand River 
Valley are pleased to announce their premiere 
tasting event, “Cask 1012”, on September 
15th from Noon-5 p.m.  Join Debonné Vine-
yards, Ferrante Winery & Ristorante, Grand 
River Cellars Winery & Restaurant, Laurello 
Vineyards, and St. Joseph Vineyards for this 
drive yourself tour.  The wine tasting, which 
includes the limited release of the Cask 1012 
red wine, will be paired with food samples to 
compliment the wine perfectly.   
       The cask project was a joint effort of 
the 5 different wineries to each purchase a 
500-gallon cask barrel, using oak from dif-
ferent countries.  Each location then put only 
regional red wines from their winery into the 
barrel, resulting in wines that are smooth, dry, 
and full of fl avors. The fi rst vintage in the 
barrel was in 2010 and a second vintage was 
added in 2011. This blend was bottled in 2012, 
thus the name Cask 1012-the year the project 
started “10” and the year the wine was bottled 
“12”.  Each year, 100 gallons will be bottled 
from these amazing barrels, making room for 
the next year’s harvest.    
       All fi ve participating wineries are within 
10 minutes of each other, making this a very 
convenient excursion for travelers.  Each win-
ery will feature their cask wine and another 
regional wine paired with an appetizer. The 
cost is only $6 per person at each winery.
       “This is a perfect opportunity for us to 
showcase our dry red wines from this region,” 
says Cindy Lindberg, owner of Grand River 
Cellars winery and event coordinator. “We 
have been talking about this project for years 
and now it is fi nally time to release it to the 
public.  If you appreciate good red wines, this 
is the perfect event for you.”  
       After much discussion the group decided 
to host the event in mid-September which is 
also right in the middle of their harvest season 
when they are all very busy.  “It seemed fi tting 
for our group to have this event during har-
vest,” says Art Pietrzyk of St. Joseph Vine-
yards. “The focus of the winegrowers group is 
to showcase locally grown, quality wines and 
the cask wine is our premier wine.”  Patrons 
to the event are likely to also see grape pickers 
in the fi elds and grapes being pressed at some 
of the wineries. The smell of grapes is sure to 
permeate your senses as you drive around to 
the different wineries.
         While visiting the area the group 
encourages travelers to take a mini-vacation 
and spend their weekend in wine country. 

There are lots of shops to visit and beautiful 
covered bridges to check out in the area.  For 
those looking for other things to do in the area 
contact the Ashtabula County Conventions & 
Visitors Bureau (www.visitashtabulacounty.
com) or the Lake County Conventions & Visi-
tors Bureau (www.lakevisit.com).
         The Winegrowers of the Grand River 
Valley formed a group several years ago when 
they began to realize how quickly their wine 
region was growing.  The Grand River Valley 
Wine Region is one of the fastest growing 
wine regions in the United States and has the 
quality wines to prove why.   Member winer-
ies have achieved national and international 
recognition with award winning wines.  These 
wineries must adhere to strict standards. 
         The Cask Tasting is just one of a series 
of events The Winegrowers of the Grand River 
Valley host each year.  Other events include 
the ever-popular Ice Wine Festival and The 
Turkey Trot.  

Area maps will be provided at all wineries to 
help patrons plan their trail. 

Cask Tasting Menu
- Debonne Vineyards - 

(French Oak Barrel)
Chocolate Decadent Brownies

- Ferrante Winery & Ristorante - 
(French Oak Barrel)

Baby Beef Wellington with a 
Wild Mushroom Duxelle

-Grand River Cellars Winery & Restaurant–
(Hungarian Oak Barrel)

Dark Chocolate Merlot Bread Pudding
- Laurello Vineyards - 

(Hungarian Oak Barrel with French 
Oak Heads)

Homemade Pizza with Red Sauce, Romano 
Cheese and Italian Sweet Sausage

- St. Joseph Vineyards - 
(American Oak Barrel with French 

Oak Heads)
Penne Pasta & Meatballs with a Rich 

Mushroom Sauce

Price includes wine samples and hearty ap-
petizers.
For more information about the Cask Tasting 
call 440-466-3485 or go to 
www.grcinfo@grandrivercellars.com 
and click on events listing.

Grand River Valley Wine Region to Host

Wines Featured will be Limited Release of Dry Blends Exclusively from the Region
A PROGRESSIVE FOOD & WINE TASTING EVENT
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OPEN DAILY 7am-2:30am!
New Kids & Senior Menus Available

Open at 7am for Breakfast and
cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.

Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com

Halloween
T-Shirt
Crawl
Starts Sept. 14

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-2:00AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES!

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks Monday-Thursday (Holidays Exlcuded)

ENJOY OUR PATIO & MINI BAR ON THE WEEKENDS!

Sept. 15 & Oct. 20
Adult Hay Ride to earn the shirt!
Begins here at 1pm and ends here about 8pm

Come join us
September 6th - 9th

for Thunder-on-the-Strip
and play Beer Pong &Flip Cup!

The Red Stag Girls will be here from Noon to 1
We are continuing the Red Stag Party from 8pm till 2:30

Door Prizes, Beer Pong, Flip Cup, Stack Cup
and other Stag Games!

6432 North Ridge Rd.
(Rt.20) • Madison
(440) 428-0575

or 866-428-0575
www.naturalremi-teas.com

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

Featuring Hot & Iced
Blended Coffees and

Chai Smoothies, Loose
Teas such as White,
Rooibos, Guarana,

Ginsing & Yerba Mate,
Chia Seeds for Hydration,

Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

Chia Seeds
WE HAVE

AS SEEN ON OPRAH!

For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD “Debut De La Fin”
is now available on itunes!

Fri. Sept. 7

Pickled Pepper

Sat. Sept. 8

The Landing

Village Peddler Festival Brings 
Artisans Together for 31 Years

B
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Village Peddler 
Festival

September 15 & 16, 2012 
Saturday 10 am–6 pm Sunday 10 am–5 pm

“A Quaint Outdoor American Marketplace”

         165 Craftsmen & Artisans
Folk Music • Delicious Food • Harvest Market • Wagon Rides

Lake Metroparks Farmpark 
8800 Euclid Chardon Rd. (Rt. 6), Kirtland, Ohio 

(one mile east of Rt. 306 on Rt. 6)

www.villagepeddlerfestival.com
(800) 366-3276

Sponsored by:

31st Annual

Admission Ages 12-59  $7.00
Ages 60+  $6.00;  Ages 2-11  $4.00

You have 
to try our pumpkin frozen custard!

Village Peddler Festival Brings Village Peddler Festival Brings 
Artisans Together for 31 YearsArtisans Together for 31 Years
Sept 15th and 16th Artisans and craftsmen from more than four states will be featured 
at this quaint outdoor American marketplace known as the Village Peddler Festival 

         The third weekend in September brings 
people and crafters from all over to Kirtland, 
Ohio where the 31st Village Peddler Festival 
will be held on September 15 (10am-6pm) 
and September 16 (10am-5pm) at Lake 
Metroparks Farmpark.   The festival spans the 
beautiful Farmpark hillside with continuous 
tents of handmade treasures and unique items.  
Staged as the perfect venue, the hillside’s 
beauty and charm compliment the festival’s 
unique character.  Food matched to the 
yesteryear theme with dining under the trees, 
live folk and traditional music and harvest 
market complete the festival.  
       Known as one of the best Ohio festivals, it 
is no surprise more than 165 juried craftsmen 
and artisans travel from all over Ohio, New 
York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and 
Michigan to Lake County to sell their wares.  
All items are American handmade in the styles 
of Americana, traditional, country, Victorian 
and contemporary.  Featured items include 
twig furniture, soaps, folk art, baskets, wheat 
weavings, quilting, primitives, tole painting, 
framed art, wool felting, pottery, fall and 
winter wreaths, candles, Shaker brooms,  
birdhouses and feeders, gourd art, rugs, garden 
art, black bears, clay whimsicals, holiday 
ornaments, weavings, 
furniture, cards, photography, 
Santas, snowmen, stone 
carvings, stained glass, 
blown glass, toys and dolls, 
signs, stone houses and 
barns, jewelry, 18th and 19th 
Century decorative painting, 
a silhouette artist and more.  
The hundreds of craft 
selections available offer an 
early opportunity for holiday 
gift purchases along with 
everyday shopping.  
        Stroll the shaded paths 
of the festival while enjoying 
old time and traditional 
music performed by guitarist 
Bev Newbold, The Silver String Band and 
The Real Deal String Band.  Fiddle, banjo, 
hammered dulcimer, mandolin, guitar, 
banjo-ukulele and bass come together for a 
down home good time sure to get your foot-
stomping.  
       Not only will the air be fi lled with music 
but also the aroma of food cooking over 
open fi res, sure to tantalize the appetite.  An 
array of food vendors will offer up delicious 
food selections such as creamed chicken and 
biscuits, bison burgers, sausage sandwiches, 
pulled pork sandwiches, potato soup and chili, 

crepes, apple dumplings, French fries, fresh 
lemonade, homemade pies, pumpkin custard, 
ice cream, kettle corn and apple fritters.  Visit 
the gourmet and harvest market fi lled with 
locally grown produce, apples and cider, 
maple syrup and candy, jams, wine jellies, 
specialty dips, home-made bakery, a chocolate 
candy shop, biscotti, milled fl our, herbs and 
perennials and shop at the old fashioned 
general store featuring bulk foods.  
       The Village Peddler Festival is built on 
quality, uniqueness, and tradition.  “Many 
people plan their fall around the Festival 
and attend every year,” states Roberta Rice, 
festival producer.  “The beautiful location, 
unique shopping experience and easy 
accessibility from Cleveland, Akron and 
western Pennsylvania make for a wonderful 
day excursion.  All daily Farmpark activities, 
horse drawn wagon rides and corn maze 
are included at no additional cost to festival 
attendees.  The festival captures America at its 
best and is guaranteed to charm attendees back 
to the simple way of life.
        Bring the family and enjoy this quaint 
outdoor American marketplace in an 
incredible fall setting.  Festival sponsors are 
Cleveland Magazine, Lake County Visitors 

Bureau, Ohio Magazine, The 
News-Herald and The Lake 
County Women’s Journal.  
Admission is $7, seniors $6, 
children 2-11 $4 and children 
under 2 are free.  Parking is 
free with gate drop-off and 
handicapped spots available.  
Groups and tours are welcome.  
Lake Metroparks Farmpark is 
located at 8800 Euclid Chardon 
Road (Route 6) in Kirtland, 
Ohio just one mile east of Route 
306 and 5 miles south of I-90 
(Exit 193).  For more details and 
information visit 
www.villagepeddlerfestival.com 
or call 800-366-3276. 

Traveling From:
Akron:  Travel north on I-271 to I-90 east to 
exit 193, travel 5 miles south on Rt. 306 to Rt. 
6 and go 1 mile east
Cleveland:  Travel I-90 east to exit 193, travel 
5 miles south on Rt. 306 to Rt. 6 and go 1 mile 
east
Pennsylvania:  Travel I-90 west to exit 193, 
travel 5 miles south on Rt. 306 to Rt. 6 and go 
1 mile east
Warren/Youngstown Area:  Travel west on 
Rt. 422, north on Rt. 306 to Rt. 6 and go 1 
mile east
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By Donniella Winchell

Words of the Season

Buccia
 Vineyard

440-593-5976

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Snacks Available or Bring Your Own Picnic!

HARVEST...
THE BEST TIME OF YEAR

TO VISIT A WINERY! 

440-259-5077

Clambakes!

Hours:

Now taking Reservations for our 3rd Annual

Sunday, Sept. 16th
& Oct. 21st

Includes Clam Chowder, Mussels, 1 doz. Clams, Sweet Potato, 

Call 440-259-5077 to make your reservations today.
This event always sells out! 

www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Thr: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENJOY
PATIO

DINING!

Hosted by Susie Hagan

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Join us for

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
4-5:30pm Tues. thru Thurs.

20% off ALL
FOOD PURCHASES!

Thurs, Sept 6: Evergreen
Fri, Sept 7: Alan Greene Band

Sun, Sept 9: Open mic w/
                      Tom Todd
Thurs, Sept 13: Ethan Legeré
Fri, Sept 14: Miles Beyond
Sat, Sept 15: The Relay
Sun, Sept 16: Open mic w/
              Lou, Patrick & Maureen
Thurs, Sept 20: Tom Smith
Fri, Sept 21: Face Value
Sat, Sept 22: Dashboard Jesus

Still Open 7 days-a-week!!
All Domestic Beers $1.99

 Spaghetti & Meatballs  $5.99

 Pizza & Salad  $6.99

 Grilled Shrimp Dinner $8.99

6oz. Sirloin Dinner $9.99

       Jargon every industry has its share. 
Unfortunately, the wine business has 
more than most.  Phrases like ‘malolactic 
fermentation’ (the conversion of sharp malic 
or apple acid into softer lactic or milk acid 
in a barrel or tank) or ‘mouth feel’ (the total 
sensation of a wine as it is being tasted) 
are intimidating to many.  And some of our 
‘words’ are pretty diffi cult to pronounce too: 
gewurztraminer [gwa-ver-stra-meaner] and 
cabernet sauvignon [cab-er-nay  sav-in-yon] 
are tongue twisters. In the spirit of making 
this business more approachable, below are 
some defi nitions of ‘harvest season’ terms. 
        Brix: a scale to measure the natural 
sweetness in grapes. Each variety has 
its optimum sugar level at harvest time:  
American varieties should be from 16 to 18 
brix, hybrids from 18 to 20, viniferas from 
20 to 24 and ice wines 30 or much higher, 
depending on the season.  (For a point of 
comparison, fresh orange juice generally 
ranges around 7 brix.)
        Carbonic maceration:  putting uncrushed 
red grapes into tanks before the pressing 
process begins so that fermentation actually 
begins INSIDE the individual grape berry.  
The purpose is to create additional depth and 
complexity in the fi nal product.   
        Crush:  a general term to describe all of 
the processes that take place at harvest time, 
from picking to actually crushing, to pressing, 
to settling in tanks and to the transfer to 
stainless and/or oak barrels. 
        Free Run:  the fi rst juice that naturally 

drains from grapes when they are dumped 
into presses before the mechanical operation 
begins.  This juice is often used for ‘reserve’ 
or ‘premium’ lot bottling. 
         Lees:  the settlings that collect at the 
bottom of tanks or barrels after freshly pressed 
juice is pumped into those containers. After 
racking, it is generally gathered and then 
transferred into fi elds as fertilizer.  
         Lugs:  the containers into which 
handpicked grapes are put so that the fruit can 
be transferred to the winery.
        Must:  the mixture of juice and pulp that 
comes off the grape crushers and wine presses 
during the process of fermentation.  When 
fermentation is complete, the must ‘becomes’ 
wine.
        Pomace:  the seeds and skins left in the 
presses after all the juice has been extracted.  
It too is often collected and recycled into 
farmers’ fi elds. 
         Racking:  pumping settled juice from 
one tank to another to help clarify it, leaving 
the sediment behind.  Most wines are racked 
several times through the fall and winter 
seasons.   
          Refractometer:  a small, hand-held 
instrument used to determine the sugar content 
in a grape berry at picking time.  It measures 
the brix level by collecting sunlight and 
passing it through a dot of grape juice that is 
placed on a small mirrored surface.  
Cheers to the de-mystifi cation of wine!
For additional information, 
dwinchell@ohiowines.org
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

 
Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Winery Hours: Monday & Tuesday 12-6pm

Book your Fall & Winter 
getaway at our Bed & Breakfast!
Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites Available

 (except Tuesday) 

Larry Kadlub

ANNUAL

Clambake AT THE Beach

$120/couple includes Appetizers, Clambake
Dinner, Dessert, Bonfire on the Beach &

Live Entertainment

Zucchini & Yellow 
Squash in White 
Wine
         A delicious way to use those 
seasonal vegetables! Set aside a 
half cup of your favorite white 
wine and enjoy a glass too while 
sautéing these fresh garden veggies.

2 tablespoons olive oil
2 onions, cut into 1/4” slices
2 zucchini, cut in half lengthwise, 
   then cut into 1/4” slices
2 yellow squash, cut in half length-
wise, 
   then cut into 1/4” slices
3 cloves garlic, fi nely chopped
1/2 cup white wine
salt
ground black pepper
1/4 teaspoon Italian seasoning

Preparation:
      1.      Place the oil in a large saucepan 
over medium-high heat. Add the onions 
and cook for 3 to 5 minutes, or until 
translucent. Add the zucchini and the yel-

low squash, and cook for 4 to 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Add the garlic, and 
cook for 30 seconds. Add the wine, salt 
and pepper to taste, and Italian season-
ing. Cook for 2 to 3 minutes, or until the 
liquid has reduced by half.
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www.deersleapwine.com

Tasting Room Bands Fri. & Sat.

EER’S LEAP WINERY

B

R’S EAPPPP II

Fri. Sept. 7: Hatrick

Sat. Sept. 15: Check our Website

       Robert Bostwick and his wife Jean co-
own Deer’s Leap Winery, newly opened at 
the end of 2011. The North Coast Voice was 
invited to experience the newest addition to 
their venue; a full service restaurant. 
        To gain a better understanding of the 
wines and the history behind Deer’s Leap we 
ask Bob to elaborate and the following is the 
information that he shared.
        “I founded Heritage Wine Cellars in 
Pennsylvania in 1976 and it has grown to one 
of the largest wineries in the state.  In 2000 
I transferred the license to my two sons Matt 
and Josh and continued to consult and help 
develop new wines. I purchased the wholesale 
business of Biscotti Winery and was remarried 
to my wife Jean fi ve years ago and decided to 
come out of retirement and start a new project 
that we could build together. 
        I come from a family that has been 
growing grapes and making wine since the 
1880’s. Our home farm has been in the family 
since 1803.  My ancestor John Bostwick 
brought the fi rst grapes from Philadelphia to 
western Pennsylvania and the family has been 
involved ever since.  
       We, at Deer’s Leap, are currently 
fermenting our wine here and utilizing the 
bottling at our family winery Heritage; within 
the year all bottling will be done onsite.  I 
have been making wine for over four years 
and have won national and international 
awards for excellence.  In this, our fi rst year 
at Deer’s Leap, we won eight medals from 
the Ohio State wine judging including three 
gold’s.  With the addition of the restaurant we 
are completing our vision of joining the best 
in wine and food to give our customers a true 
quality experience.  
        Our Chef, Dana Weaver, is a graduate of 
DePauw University and The Culinary Institute 
of America in Hyde Park and was the personal 
chef for Peter Lewis, the founder and CEO of 
Progressive Insurance.  She is complemented 
by Chef Timothy Azzano who comes with 
extensive experience as an executive chef from 
Johnson and Wales Culinary School and was 
Sous Chef at Glovannas and Cebars as well as 
Chops, and credits his mother as his biggest 
infl uence. 
        We have applied for an A-1A license that 
will allow us to sell all alcoholic beverages 

including liquor and beer.  We should have it 
by early to mid October.” 

Our Dining Experience
       My partner, Jim, and I chose to be seated 
indoors near a window and Connie, who was 
very friendly and attentive, took care of us for 
the evening. We started with a tasting tray of 
dry selections which included a nice Merlot 
but we were eyeing the seafood side of the 
menu so decided on a bottle of Geneva White. 
The appetizers we selected were the Stuffed 
Mushroom Caps - white wine reduced crab 
meat stuffi ng in a medium size mushroom cap 
topped with Romano cheese. And the Baguette 
Sampler – trio of baguettes served with fresh 
hot crab, hot artichoke dip and mushroom 
pate`. Both were excellent appetizers which 
made it hard to stop eating and save room for 
the main course.
       The heart of the visit is of course is 
the entrée; the Shrimp and Scallops or the 
Scallops over Linguini was a tough choice for 
me but I went with the hand stuffed shrimp 
and ocean scallops served in a lobster cream 
reduction with a side of wild rice and orzo 
pilaf and signature coleslaw (Chef’s secret 
ingredients indeed makes it like no other). 
My partner loves crab cakes so he went with 
the Hawaiian Shrimp Crab Cakes which were 
served on a bed of rice noodles with wasabi 
tartar sauce. A high thumbs up on both dishes, 
and our compliments to the Chef.
        In addition to the many seafood 
selections that we focused in on, there are 
steaks, prime rib, and poultry dishes such 
as; Chicken Piccata, Chicken Parmesan, and 
Sheppard’s Pie made untraditionally with 
ground turkey & black beans. Pork Tenderloin 
and St. Louis Ribs are options, and for those 
who like their veggies Pasta Primavera or a 
Caesar Salad are among the choices as well. 
Deer’s Leap also offers a Children’s Menu and 
Senior Selections for those over 65. 
        Deer’s Leap has a spacious patio with 
a small fountain in the center and plenty of 
seating. A large stone fi replace fi lls the corner 
of the dining area for the colder months. Live 
music is offered on the weekends throughout 
the year. 
See the ad on this page for address, phone 
number, website and entertainment listing. 

By Sage Satori



September 5 - 19, 2012 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 9

By Cat Lilly

Smokin’ Joe Kubek and 
Bnois King

Friday, September 14th, 
9:00 pm

Winchester Music Hall
Catch Smokin’ Joe Kubek and Bnois 
King perform live with their band at The 
Winchester, a venue known for proudly 
promoting local, national, and international 
acts. The Winchester was voted the #1 Live 
Music Venue in Cleveland by the Fox 8 Hot 
List for three years in a row – 2009, 2010, 
and 2011. (Address: 1212 Madison Avenue, 
Lakewood/Cleveland 44107. Phone 216-226-
5681) Tickets are $15.00. Showtime is 9pm.

Deep Blues Festival
Beachland Ballroom

Saturday, September 22        
        The Notorious and Legendary Deep 
Blues Festival was the brain child of 
restaurant owner Chris Johnson in Bayport, 
Minnesota, in 2007. The Deep Blues Festival 
ran from 2007 to 2010, becoming one of the 
biggest alternative blues festivals in the world 
before deciding to call it quits due to fi nancial 
concerns. The festival is known for out-of-the-
mainstream high quality and caliber artists, 
like Anti Records’ William Elliott Whitmore, 
and Hillgrass Bluebilly’s Possessed by Paul 
James.
          When the original Deep Blues Festivals 
ended, other folks stepped up to keep the 

LOUNGE

440-361-4244
Full Bar w w w 

TBS (Rock)

Whiskey Courage 
Pout -  

Alan Greene 
Next of Kin 

www.starlitelounge.org

MONDAYS
TUESDAYS

WED. KARAOKE:

THURSDAYS:

FRIDAY

Cleveland 
Blues Society

4th Annual 
Blues Challenge

          The Cleveland Blues Society is putting 
out the offi cial call for bands to compete in 
the fourth annual “Off  to Memphis” Blues 
Challenge. This year the Challenge will be a 
one-day event held on Saturday, October 6th, 
at the Cleveland Bohemian Hall, (address: 
4939 Broadway Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44127/website: : http://www.
sokolgreatercleveland.org/)  This 
is a very nice venue and the Blues 
Society board would like to make 
this their Challenge home.
        The Society will be reaching 
out in a few weeks for volunteers to 
help with the Challenge. Details of 
time, tickets, etc. will follow.
          Winners of Band, Solo/
Duo, and Youth Showcase will 
represent Cleveland & compete in 
the International Blues Challenge 
in Memphis, Tennessee January 
29 – February 2, 2013. See www.
clevelandblues.org to download 
entry packet. Deadline for entries 
must be postmarked by SEPTEMBER 23RD. 
Entry fee is $25.00.
          If you are a blues musician performing 
solo, duo, or in a band, this is a great 
opportunity to get your music out there in 
front of a large audience while competing for a 
chance to go on to Memphis. If you are a blues 
music fan, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
take in a sampling of some superb homegrown 
talent you may not have seen yet. Contestants 
hail from within a one hundred mile radius 
of Cleveland, and cover the spectrum of the 
genre, from the traditional Delta blues to the 
bigger band Chicago-style sound.
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GRAND RIVER
MANOR
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INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

All Roads & Trails Lead to the
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NETWORK Mastercard
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Bikers Always Welcome!

Watch NASCAR & Browns
on Our Big Screens!

Friday Nite Fish Fry! FREE JUKEBOX!

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings
Live Acoustic Music with Jimmy & Friends

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

 
 

Tickets $25 - Dozen Clams, 14 oz. Steak, Sweet Potato,
Corn, Clam Chowder - Extra Dozen Clams $7 

~Continued From Page 9

spirit of Deep Blues alive. Last year a smaller, 
but vibrant Deep Blues Fest went down in 
Cleveland, and returns again this year on 
September 22nd at the Beachland Ballroom. 
And Cleveland will be doing it again this year, 
with another great line-up.
          Favorites will return from last year, 
like Scissormen, Ten Foot Polecats, and the 
incomparable Molly Gene One Whoaman 
Band. And new don’t-miss acts are on the 
slate for this year, like Husky Burnette, the 
uniquely entertaining Bob Log III, and the 
great Robert Belfour. 
          Chris Johnson explains he’s all for 
spreading the Deep Blues gospel. “I’m all 
for as many Deep Blues Festivals as can 
happen. If they’re done in the spirit of the 
music, it couldn’t make me happier. I wish 
I could attend every such event just like I 
would want to see every show with these 
type of performers. I have no personal claim 
on any of this. I don’t make the music. I just 
thought there are some bands making music 
that deserved a wider audience and I’ve done 
my best to make that happen. The best part of 
this whole experience for me is to meet and 
help introduce all these good people. There 
is a real community with all these fans and 
artists.”
          So what is Deep Blues Festival? It is the 
biggest outsider blues festival in the country. 
If you like your blues to involve creativity, 
originality, and proof that this is still an 
immensely vibrant musical form, then this is 
the blues festival for you.
          This year’s festival is dedicated to 
fellow Deep Blues musician Jeff Norwood, 

Read NCV online

who passed away in 2012. “Rest Up Easy, 
Trouble No More.” In the opinion of many, 
Norwood had one of the best albums in 2011 
“Push Pillin’ “and was the true defi nition of 
what a Deep Blues musician really represents.
This year’s Deep Blues line-up:
Bob Log III
Robert Belfour
Ten Foot Polecats
Scissormen
Molly Gene One Whoaman Band
Husky Burnette
The Blue Treads
Misery Jackals
Shane Speal
          
          The Deep Blues Festival starts Saturday, 
September 22, at 5:00 pm and runs until 1:30 
am. Doors open 4:00 pm. The Beachland 
Ballroom is located at 15711 Waterloo Road, 
Cleveland. Tickets are $20.00 and available 
now at the Beachland Ballroom website. 
(Just like last year, this is a festival put on by 
musicians, so please promote it, and spread 
the word amongst your friends.)

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER, Leader Dogs for the Blind

LOOKING FOR A 

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!

Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557
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Gaelic Storm to play House of Blues Sept. 13th New CD
         Gaelic Storm enjoyed early fame after 
appearing as the lively steerage section band 
in 1997 blockbuster Titanic.  Founded by Irish 
singer Patrick Murphy and English guitarist 
Steve Twigger, the band issued a string of 
popular CDs that showcased their knack for 
meshing traditional Celtic instruments with 
modern (and often quite humorous) lyrics.  
2003 compilation Special Reserve collected 
some of the band’s fi rst “hits,” providing a 
nice point of entry for newcomers seduced by 
the group’s rowdy shows.  
        Though 
its lineup 
changed over 
the next few 
releases, 
Gaelic 
Storm’s 
passion for 
writing and 
performing 
acoustic 
ballads, 
rowdy 
reels, and 
Guinness-
juiced 
jigs never 
wavered.  
And they’ve 
still got a way 
of transforming large and midsize venues into 
intimate Irish pubs with its spirited craic and 
boisterous bonhomie.
       Along with Murphy and Twigger, the 
multinational act now features Canadian 
bagpiper Peter Purvis and Suffolk-born fi ddler 
Jessie Burns. Percussionist Ryan Lacey is 
the group’s token Yank, having graduated 
from Los Angeles Music Academy before 
signing with the “Stormbringers.”  Each 
is something of a virtuoso in his (or her) 
own right, but would probably be just as 
comfortable contributing to the soundtrack for 
a private living room jamboree as starring in 
a James Cameron tearjerker or headlining a 
5,000-strong festival. Together, they’ve played 
with Zac Brown Band, Emmylou Harris, and 
Lyle Lovett. They’ve rocked the Telluride 
Bluegrass Fest and Milwaukee Summerfest.  
They’ve entertained crowds on cruise ships 
and routinely sell out theaters across the 
continental United States each year.  This 
bunch loves what they do, and they do it well.
        Perhaps not coincidentally, Gaelic Storm 
has debuted three consecutive albums in the 
#1 slot of Billboard’s World Album Chart 
since solidifying its core contingency: 2008’s 
What’s the Rumpus?, 2010’s Cabbage, and 
the brand-spankin’ new Chicken Boxer, now 
available on their own Lost Again label.
       The band’s ninth outing has all the 
earmarks of a great Gaelic Storm release, from 
rambunctious reels powered by Jessie’s fi ddle 
and Peter’s Highland pipes (“Dead Bird Hill”) 

to folk / pop tunes driven by Steve’s acoustic 
guitar and Murphy’s ribald storytelling (“Irish 
Breakfast Day,” “Can’t Find My Way Home”).  
But unlike previous CD’s, the material here 
was written after the boys returned to the 
emerald isle for a dose of inspiration.  
        Turns out a jaunt along the Irish coast 
was just what the doctor ordered.    
         Seize-the-day sing-along “One More 
Day Above the Roses” has Murphy dismissing 
naysayers, critics, and holier-than-thou 
hypocrites over an infectious fi ddle / fl ute riff:  
I’m done with you begrudgers / you pushers 

and you 
shovers / The 
scurrying, the 
worrying / I’m 
going to have 
some fun!  
In step with 
the band’s 
M.O., Murphy 
incorporates 
some amusing 
verses on 
the merits 
of moderate 
alcohol 
consumption 
before closing 
the Celtic 
carpe diem 
cantos with 

encouraging euphemisms like “Work like you 
don’t need money” and “Dance like no one’s 
watching!” 
          “Irish Breakfast Day” bounces over 
Twigger’s acoustic chords and Murphy’s 
cushioning concertina, juxtaposing the day’s 
fi rst meal with a television weather forecast.  
It’s one of few Gaelic Storm songs featuring 
a strident bass line—and probably the fi rst 
featuring what sounds like the warble from a 
didgeridoo.  The two-part “Rag and Bones” is 
the charming character study of a scrap man 
who wanders neighborhoods with his donkey 
cart, collecting and repurposing cast-offs like 
washing machines and three-legged chairs.  
         Twigger’s “Lucky Day” exuberantly 
fi lters themes of wanderlust and homesickness 
with the guitarist’s own surf-and-sandals 
mindset.  Burns lends a sweet, delicate 
background vocal to Twigger’s “hey, hey” 
refrain along with another airy fi ddle solo.  
The song’s title may refer to the group’s 
serendipitous studio encounter with rock icon 
Robert Plant as much as Twigger’s feelings 
of fortune; the Led Zeppelin singer dropped 
by unexpectedly to visit the band’s engineer 
during preproduction.  
        Following in the wake of epic Gaelic 
Storm story ballads (e.g. “Johnny Tarr,” “The 
Night I Punched Russell Crowe”) comes “The 
Bear and the Butcher Boy,” a funny folker 
about a girl rescued from an escaped circus 
bear by an intrepid, bike-riding delivery boy.  
Of course, with all this meat-centric amore, 

Murphy can’t resist dropping a double-
entendre, conjuring the risqué moral:
         “If you want to win your Lucy, you 
better have a trusty bike—or a sausage plump 
and juicy!”       
        No Gaelic Storm album would be 
complete without a couple tracks pitting 
Purvis’ pipes against Burns’ feisty fi ddle (or 
winding them giddily together).  “Dead Bird 
Hill” and “Storks of Guadalajara” are the 
exuberant instrumental offerings this time out, 
with the band weaving traditional reels “Gan 
Ainm” and “Swallow Tail” with Burns’ new 
melody on the former tune (named for a hill 
the band frequented last year at a gig at Chant 
de Marin festival in France).  It’s uncanny 
how Purvis and Burns overlap their notes so 
seamlessly; at times it’s diffi cult to distinguish 
their instruments, or tell where the fi ddles end 
and the whistles (or pipes) begin.   
          “Cunla” fi nds Murphy brushing up 
on his Gaelic for some call-and-response 
verses between a bashful suitor and the 
titular maiden, who raps doors and taps 
windowpanes to get his attention.  “Marching 
Free” is a triumphant toe-tapper whose 
jubilant, homeward-bound lyric isn’t revealed 
until two minutes in.  
          Folk songs “Which Ever Way the Wind 
Blows,” “Can’t Find My Way Home,” “Stone 
by Stone,” and “Out the Road” blend acoustic 

guitars, concertina, banjo, woodwinds, 
and Ryan Lacey’s playful percussion into 
magical strains about interesting people and 
inspirational places around the world.  The 
country and bluegrass-infl uenced tunes read 
like mini-travelogues, ushering listeners 
“north into the icy gale” of the Aran Islands to 
experience a bit of everything, “from the Caeli 
dance to the barroom brawl.”
          “I’m just a traveler—a gatherer of 
everything I love,” Twigger confesses.  “I seek 
a truth; maybe it is seeking me.”  
        But the band dispenses with Bob Dylan-
esque meditations and Paul Simon-ized 
discourse for reggae-fl avored album-capper 
“Alligator Arms” to poke fun at the one barfl y 
in every crowd who somehow manages to 
avoid ever buying a round.  
        “You say your arms are too short and 
your pockets are too deep,” Murphy teases.  
“It’s time to cowboy up and buy us all a 
drink!”    
        You can pick up the band’s tab when 
they play House of Blues again September 
13th.  Tickets are $20.00 GA ($23.00 DOS) or 
$29.50 reserved balcony seating.
www.houseofblues.com/tickets/eventdetail.
php?eventid=75650 
www.gaelicstorm.com

By Pete Roche
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www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Sat, Sept. 29th

 
Sat, Nov. 3rd

 
Sat, Nov. 10th

By Pete Roche

        Wildwood Film’s new documentary on 
the Fab Four may not tell diehards anything 
they don’t already know about the Liverpool 
lads.  But The Beatles: Their Golden Age is a 
concise retrospective that gives casual fans a 
fairly comprehensive overview of the band’s 
career, not to mention a better understanding 
of the cultural phenomenon John, Paul, 
George and Ringo were in the Sixties. 
        Packed with rare newsreel clips, 
television interviews, and footage from the 
group’s movies, Golden Age is a less an 
academic study of Beatles music than a video 
compilation illustrating the profound impact 
the boys and their tunes had (and still have) 
upon the world.  It’s evident no small amount 
of care went into its creation, which (along 
with its bargain suggested retail price) will 
help most get past the fact that despite all the 
bona fi de vintage visuals, the DVD contains 
no original Beatles music whatsoever.
        Narrated by Les Krantz—author and 
publisher at Facts that Matter, Inc.—the sixty 
minute revue traces The Beatles’ arc from its 
early incarnation as a skiffl e group to its post 

Abbey Road disintegration.  Krantz surveys 
the albums and singles, but his focus is on 
the pandemonium surrounding The Beatles’ 
several world tours.  A fair amount of footage 
is devoted to teenage girls screaming at the 
band’s shows, mobbing the mop-tops at hotels, 
and camping at airports in hopes of glimpsing 
their heroes.
        While there’s little mention of original 
bassist Stuart Sutcliffe, Krantz identifi es Pete 
Best at The Beatles’ original drummer and the 
seldom heard-of Jimmie Nicol as fi ll-in for 
ailing Ringo during summer ’64, at the height 
of “Beatlemania.”  He follows the group’s 
ascent from its time at the dingy Casbah 
Club and club dates with Rory Storm and the 
Hurricanes in Hamburg to its residency at 
Liverpool’s Cavern Club, where they were 
spotted by future manager Brian Epstein.  
        Black and white footage of the band 
chatting with journalists on the Irish 
countryside suggests they hadn’t yet come to 
terms with the success of its fi rst album or the 
scope of the impact singles like “She Loves 
You” had on youngsters everywhere.  George 
is seen puffi ng determinedly on a cigarette 
while an astonishingly boyish-looking 
Paul (think Matthew Broderick in Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off) acts as point man during 
this interview, expressing disbelief at their 
reception throughout the U.K.
        “We’re just normal folk who had a couple 
hit records,” George Harrison is quoted.
        But there wasn’t anything normal about 
the size (and volume) of crowds The Beatles 
drew not only to its shows, but to public 
appearances everywhere.  Clips of John and 
Paul clowning around backstage or acting 
nonchalant in front of news cameras are 
juxtaposed with scenes of the mass hysteria 
outside concert venues, where devotees 
(mostly female) sob, swoon, and shout for 
their attention.  At Buckingham Palace, the 
boys look as if they don’t quite know what to 
do with the Grand Crosses they’re awarded 
as members of the Most Excellent Order of 
the Royal British Empire, or with the silver 
trophies they’ve given at the Variety Club 
Awards.
        “Thanks for the Purple Hearts,” jokes 
Lennon, eliciting laughter from the press.
        We’re privy to The Beatles’ February 
1964 arrival at Kennedy Airport, where 
thousands gathered to greet the band as their 
Pan-Am jet hits the tarmac.  Krantz discusses 
the group’s historic appearance on The Ed 

Sullivan Show and tour stops in Miami, 
Washington, and New York City—where they 
electrify Carnegie Hall, a venue “typically 
reserved for Beethoven and Bach.”  Back 
in London, the quartet is nearly mobbed 
by thousands of kids at Heathrow, where 
several girls faint—or “play possum” so 
paramedics might lift them over a security 
gate and bring them nearer to the band.  
An on-location scientist tells reporters the 
compounded energy from the screams 
would power 54,000 transistor radios or 
launch three Atlas missiles.
        “It’s as if The Beatles have lifted 
the lid off hundreds of years of English 
reserve,” surmises another commentator.  
“They’re the kingpins of the teenage set.”
       “We heard it was a terrible place anyway,” 
deadpans George.
         Safely sequestered, Paul discusses 
the hysteria with journalists while John 
mischievously tweaks the bassist’s ear.  
Ringo jokingly tells the press corps to not 
let on about Lennon’s marriage.  Then the 
band boards a boat for a “victory lap” on the 
Thames to celebrate their American conquest. 
         The painstakingly assembled footage 
also shows stops in Denmark, Sweden, Hong 
Kong, and New Zealand—where Paul rubs 
noses with the locals.  Only the Phillipines 
gives The Beatles the cold shoulder after the 
band is forced to cancel a show.
         “We heard it was a terrible place 
anyway,” deadpans George, who turns up later 
with new bride Patty Boyd.
        Krantz gives the inside scoop on Beatles’ 
movies like Richard Lester’s campy A Hard 
Day’s Night, taking us behind the scenes at 
Maryleborne Station and Scala Opera House.  
Several girls cry when they’re not picked as 
extras.  Others weep with joy when they are 
chosen to chase John and Paul for the cameras.   
For the colorized, bigger-budgeted Help! the 
lads indulged in a bit of slapstick and satire, 
with drummer Ringo’s jewelry as the spy 
spoof’s MacGuffi n.  Krantz also walks us 
through the makings and releases of the 1967’s 
“surreal, incoherent” Magical Mystery Tour, 
and the entertaining made-for-TV cartoon 
Yellow Submarine. 
          Golden Age also includes pivotal 
Beatles moments from between the whirlwind 
touring, such as John’s notorious crack 
about being more popular than Jesus—and 
the incipient public outcry (especially in the 
conservative American South).  When taken to 

task 
about his alleged LSD 

use, Paul disarms 

newsmen by saying he’d keep it “a personal 
thing if you will, too.”  When questioned 
about the meanings behind some of The 
Beatles’ more sophisticated new songs like 
“Day Tripper” and “Norwegian Wood” at a 
press conference, McCartney jokes he was 
simply “trying to write songs about prostitutes 
and lesbians.”
         Krantz guides viewers through the 
evolution of Beatles music from the pop songs 
found on Please Please Me to the Bob Dylan 
infl uenced folk rock on Rubber Soul, the sitar 
and string-adorned music of Revolver, and the 
psychedelic experimentation of Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band.  Regarding the 
band’s decision to stop touring in 1966, 
McCartney laments that their performances 
had “gone downhill” because they couldn’t 
hear themselves over the audiences’ shrieking.  
Ringo suggests future shows would be 
improbable, given the nature orchestral nature 
of their newer material.
        “We’d need to have a whole line of other 
guys behind us,” the drummer posits.
        By way of epilogue, Krantz tiptoes 
through Lennon’s relationship with avant-
garde artist Yoko Ono and the strains it put on 
the band (despite John’s newfound happiness).  
Seminal solo albums like Lennon’s Imagine 
and Harrison’s All Things Must Pass are given 
shout-outs, while McCartney’s subsequent 
work with Wings is briefl y considered. 
        Anyone who’s followed The Beatles’ 
commercial output even halfheartedly won’t 
be taken aback by any of Golden Age’s 
revelations.  But it’s terrifi c having so detailed 
a history condensed onto a single, hour-long 
disc.  
For the few uninitiated, it truly is golden.
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For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

or
www.facevaluemusic.com

Fri. Sept. 14th
8 - Midnight
Quail Hollow Resort

Sat. Sept. 15th
6 - 9:30 pm
Ferrante Winery

Fri. Sept. 21st
7 - 11 pm
Old Mill Winery

“Former Cleveland Trombonist 
comes home for 3 Shows”  
         New York City based quartet 
“SPOKE” will be visiting the 
Cleveland area this month for 
three shows, featuring former 
Clevelander and Oberlin alumnus 
Andy Hunter.
In addition to Hunter on the 
trombone, other Spoke members 
are, Justin Wood on saxophone, 
bassist Dan Loomis and drummer 
Danny Fischer.
        Spoke fi rst came into exis-
tence when the members met at a jam session 
in 2005.  Within their fi rst year of working 
together, they realized that they shared the 
belief that jazz is not based solely upon indi-
vidual talent, but that it should elevate com-
position and group interaction as well.  Now, 
after performing together for over 7 years, the 
group has developed an unusually high level 
of anticipation and musical synergy on stage, 
that has earned very high 
acclaim from some of 
the most respected publi-
cations in New York.
        In addition to 
gaining respect and 
popularity in New York 
City, Spoke has gained 
international recognition 
by recently performing 
at the Macau Venetian 
Jazz and Blues Festival 
in Macau, China.  The 
group has also headlined 
NYC-area jazz festivals 
such as the Red Hook 
Jazz Festival and the New Brunswick Jazz 
Series, and has been featured artists and lec-
turers at conservatories and university music 
and arts programs throughout the United 
States.
        In the last year alone, the members of 
Spoke have performed at major festivals and 
venues on every continent except Antarc-
tica, including such countries as Argentina, 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, 
France, Ghana, India, Japan, Martinique, 
Morocco, Peru, Russia, Senegal, and Spain, 
along with such diverse artists as T.S. Monk, 
Dave Holland, the Mingus Big Band, Richard 
Bona, and the Spanish Harlem Orchestra just 
to name a few.  
        The opportunity to work with such an 
impressive list of artists, over such a vast 
array of venues allows each member to 
bring individual experiences gained from 
a multitude of cultures to Spoke’s original 

compositions.  Infl uences from sources such 
as Chinese and Brazilian 
pop, classical chorales, 
the free jazz movement, 
salsa and blues can all be 
heard in their improvisa-
tions as well.
         Perhaps one of the 
most intriguing elements 
of Spoke is their unusual 
instrumentation.  While 
it is quite common in 
our area to fi nd a jazz 
trio featuring one horn, 
most often in a quartet 

arrangement, a keyboard or guitar will be 
added to fi ll out the rhythm section as well as 
adding another lead instrument.  For Spoke to 
have gained such high critical acclaim while 
featuring only a trombone and a saxophone 
speaks volumes about the individual virtuosity 
of these artists as well as their interaction as a 
group.   

Individual Bios:
       Former Clevelander 
and Oberlin alumnus Andy 
Hunter is an exciting, bold 
new voice on the global mu-
sic scene.  A highly experi-
enced leader and in-demand 
sideman, he performs around 
the world with high profi le 
artists such as the Mingus 
Big Band, Richard Bona, 
Nnenna Freelon, T.S. Monk’s 
tentet, and the Dave Holland 
Big Band.  Recently, Hunter 
was chosen for a trombone 
chair in the prestigious WDR 

Big Band based in Cologne, Germany.  He 
is a prolifi c composer and highly awarded 
soloist, with credits such as fi rst prize in the 
2002 International Trombone Association Jazz 
Competition, the 2005 Antti Rissanen Inter-
national Jazz Competition in Helsinki Finland 
and the ETW national jazz trombone competi-
tion in Washington D.C. in 2006. He was also 
a popular fi nalist in the Thelonious Monk Jazz 
competition of 2003.
www.hunterandy.com

         A new presence on the New York jazz 
scene, Dan Loomis has already become one 
the most in-demand bassists of his generation. 
Called “a forceful and creative bass player” 
(Cadence) “double-teaming you with style and 
substance” (All About Jazz), Dan has created 
a stir with both his powerful bass playing and 
his vision as a composer/bandleader. Dan has 
toured extensively through the US, Canada 

By Don Perry

and Europe with his groups The Dan Loomis 
Quartet (DLQ), The Wee Trio, Spoke, and as 
a sideman with T.S. Monk, Joel Frahm, the 
Ernesto Cervni Quartet.
www.danloomismusic.com. 

          Justin Wood grew up in frozen North-
ern Maine, which might account for his warm 
sound and “spark-spewing solos that showcase 
the alto’s best qualities” [All About Jazz].  In 
New York, Justin has established a presence 
as a highly versatile and unique voice on the 
saxophones and fl ute, performing with diverse 
ensembles such as Martin Vejarano’s Chia’s 
Dance Party, the Walter Thompson Sound-
painting Orchestra, the Russ Spiegel Jazz 
Orchestra, and Bill Lee’s Natural Spiritual 
Orchestra.  

          Danny Fischer left a huge gap in the 
music scene of his native Melbourne, Austra-
lia when he relocated to New York in 2004. 
A 2002 review called Danny “possibly the 
most in-demand jazz drummer in Melbourne, 
having worked with a long list of Australian 
and international musicians including Barney 
McAll, Gary Bartz, James Williams, Paul Bol-

lenbeck…..”  Danny has toured as a sideman 
with Kurt Rosenwinkel and Barney McAll 
and has performed at Radio City Music Hall 
alongside Patty LaBelle, Chaka Khan, Gladys 
Knight and Diana Ross.

Be sure to visit www.thisisspoke.com to learn 
more about this exciting, innovative band.

Concert Details:
Saturday, 9/22; 8:00 - 10:30 PM
The Cat in the Cream, Oberlin College
180 W. Lorain Street, Oberlin OH 

Sunday, September 23; 4:00 - 5:30 PM
Harkenss Chapel, Case Western Reserve 
University
Free and Open to the Public

Monday, September 24, 7:00 PM 
NIghttown, 12387 Cedar Road, Cleveland 
Heights
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 
Buckets of 

Beer
WEEKENDS

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

FRI. SEPT. 7
ARMSTRONG BEARCAT

SAT. SEPT.  8
GENERATION LANDSLIDE

FRI. SEPT. 14
ELM STREET BLUES BAND

SAT. SEPT. 15
BAD MONKEY

By Steve Guy

JUST FOR LAUGHS
Let’s Get 
Political, 
Politcal
         We are 
in trouble as a 
nation. I know I 

have stated in the past that I wouldn’t be too 
political because it isn’t always funny, but 
there’s a serious problem within our society 
these days. So, technically I’m not going to 
be political since this isn’t all about politics, 
some of it is societal.
       We have just wrapped both the 
Republican and Democratic National 
Conventions and already both sides are 
bashing each other and quite frankly some 
things that are being said or done this year 
just don’t make sense. I don’t just say this in 
reference to the conventions, but am referring 
to anything having to do with political parties.
        For example, everyone waited idly by 
while Mitt Romney selected his running 
mate and eventually he chose Paul Ryan. 
Immediately Democrats starting bashing him 
and downplaying this choice as if it were the 
worst possible choice in the world. Here’s the 
deal though, it’s not like they weren’t going 
to do this for every other possible candidate 
in America that Mitt Romney would have 
picked!
       I have enjoyed the display of liberalism 
from some of my friends with their Facebook 
posts as they have gone so far as to say that 
Paul Ryan on a ticket means that no one 
will be allowed to have babies and that he is 
against them. I have even seen a post quoting 
a Tupac Shakur rap song where he suggests 
that the right to abortion should be solely up 
to the woman. Look, that’s all fair that Tupac 
created a song 15 years ago about something 
big in society, but should we really offer up a 
man who was killed due to gang violence and 
gangsta rap as the voice of reason? I might 
as well listen to Weird Al songs to create my 
opinions.
       Then there’s this whole issue about gay 
marriage: there are billboards that proclaim 
Obama is for gay marriage and he is really 
doing his part to hammer this home. That’s 
fi ne and dandy too, but if we’re going to 
be realistic let’s take a look around at our 
country. The economy is still in the crapper, 
social security is disappearing, many are 
still without jobs and so I’m all for it if gay 
marriage is what puts you over the top on 
your candidate, but should one really make 
a presidential decision just on this? What if 
that candidate gets elected and passes equal 
rights laws, but our economy becomes even 
worse and even more people lose jobs? All 
I’m saying is, let’s not be so radical on just 

one issue.
        All right Republicans, you’re up next; 
Todd Akin sir, legitimate rape? Are you 
serious? He claims if legitimate rape occurs 
than there is no pregnancy. You’re a moron 
for this statement, there’s no way around it. 
He single handedly may have altered the use 
of the term legitimate for everyone. I suppose 
the reason O.J. Simpson was found innocent 
had to have been because it was an illegitimate 
murder?
        Naturally, it’s not like your convention 
was without ridiculousness either. First 
security somehow managed to allow people 
in who threw peanuts at an African-American 
reporter, but I’m sure there was good reason 
for that right? Then you’ve got people who are 
trying to discuss how the Obamas are so rich 
and out of touch with the American people 
even though they claim to be on the same 
page. How can you make such an argument 
and put up a candidate who is a multi-
billionaire? And, oh yeah, some guy named 
Donald Trump also is a party member, but he’s 
just some bum on the street.
        Listen people, you can’t have your 
Chick-fi l-a and eat it too, all right? All I 
want is for people to really take a look at 
what’s going on around them and not what’s 
happening on Fox News (ultra conservative) 
and CNN (totes liberal). Most may not even 
realize that the founding fathers actually did 
not want political parties; elections and those 
elected should be based upon actual issues. 
Who we elect is about the individual and their 
beliefs not the belief of one party or another. 
No one wants to see the Yankees and the 
Red Sox in the playoffs every single year, so 
why are the D & Rs the only ones ever in an 
election?
Up Late Update!
We had an excellent fi rst taping in front of a 
live audience on August 29th. It’s available 
now on our website at www.uplate-tv.com. 
Our next show will be at LiquidSixx on 
West 6th Street in downtown Cleveland on 
Wednesday September 12th and will feature 
guests such as the “Superpimp” of Cleveland 
(if you don’t know who it is Google for 
an image and then you’ll know) and a 
representative of the Ohio Hip Hop Awards 
along with a musical performance from a 
nominee.
Of course we’ll have all sorts of comedic fun 
aside from that and you absolutely must check 
out our unique house band Scratch n’ Riff. It’s 
a blend of Rob Covert (The Covert Operation) 
on electric guitar with one of the area’s very 
best club DJ’s, DJ Donkis.
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By Chef C.T. Basil

Now Open on Friday & Saturday 4-12
& Sundays 1-9

Music on our patio every
Saturday night. Best place to watch

the sunset on the Lake!

SATURDAY, SEPT. 8

SATURDAY, SEPT. 22

2-1/2 miles west of Rt. 534 and Geneva State Park

TRY OUR

PERCH
PANINIS

       A Chef was asked, “What is the best 
seasoning in your opinion?” After considering 
the questions the Chef answered “Bacon!” 
And I am a fi rm believer that bacon can 
enhance the fl avor of almost anything. With 
its smokey, salty, crispy and fatty goodness 
that coats your tongue and mouth like your 
childhood blanky. Meat candy that plays 
every taste bud like they were an instrument 
and Beethoven’s Symphony no. 9 is playing 
on your palate! Thank the almighty for the 
creation of the wonderful pig, whose name has 
been dragged through the mud and associated 
with negative meanings. But not with Chef 
C.T. Basil the word pig makes me want to run 
to the highest building and shout for the whole 
world to hear I love you my dear pork. From 
your Boston butt to your pork chops to your 
belly, thank you for all the possibilities you 
give the culinary world.
       Early man, up to 11,000 years ago, fi rst 
domesticated this wonderful beast. If I could 
go back in time for one moment, it would 
have to be the creation of bacon. And shake 
the hand of the person who put smoke to 
pork belly and then sliced thin and cooked it 
slightly crisp. Whoever you were you have a 
special place in the Basil Hall of fame.
         One of my favorite times to cook 
glorious pork is during Browns games. So 
I thought I would share some of my game 
day classics. The fi rst recipe just happened 
to appear on a grill in Iowa on a wonderful 
Sunday. The Chef needed some sustenance 
and desired something crunchy, salty and 
cheesy but fi lling. During the mad rush I miss 
counted some bacon had some extra hash 
browns cooked to a crisp just what I wanted, 
crunchy salty, and the light went on over my 
head just add cheese. And that voice from 
Field of Dreams creeps into my head if you 
build it, it will taste good. A good start to a 
long day of football next simple easy and we 
can watch the game and let it do its thing. 
Then there’s the desert to lift our spirits after 
yet another tuff Sunday.

CARDIAC KIDS HASH BROWNS
2-Pounds of hash browns
12 slices of bacon
 2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
½ Cup chopped scallions, green and white 
parts, a dollop of sour cream salt and pepper 
to taste.

        A little tribute to the team from 1980 that 
took the fans to the last minute of the game to 
win it and, like them, too many of these will 
give you a heart attack! Enjoy in moderation.  
        Cook bacon till crisp. Remove bacon 
from pan and set aside to drain in same pan fry 
hash browns in bacon fat. Flip hash browns 
and place bacon on top let other side crisp up 
and top with cheddar cheese and scallion’s 
let cheese melt and enjoy. An ode to our 
Cleveland browns past. 

DOG POUND SAVAGE 
SAUSAGES 
12 spicy Italians sausage links
3 large red onions Julianne
6 bell pepper (2 green, 2 orange and 2 red)
12 cloves of garlic minced
48 oz. marinara sauce
2 cups red wine from Ohio winery 

       Brown sausage in pan (cast iron pan 
it possible) and place in slow cooker with 
marinara. In same pan brown onions, peppers 
and garlic over medium –low heat to sweeten 
the fl avor as well as balance out the heat from 
the sausage and acidity of the marinara. Put 
sautéed vegetables in slow cooker and deglaze 
the pan with the wine. To prevent fl air up 
from wine remove pan off of burner on stove 
carefully and add the wine also to get all the 
tasty bits from the bottom of pan rub with 
wood spatula and add to slow cooker. Cook 
4 to 6 hours until almost fall apart tender and 
place on good sturdy hoagie roll.

FOOTBALL SUNDAY ICE 
CREAM SANDWICHES 
12 Peanut butter cookies with toffee bits
6 large scoops of rocky road ice cream
1 to 2 cup of crushed pretzels 

        Let ice cream soften and scoop. Place 
scoops between two cookies and press evenly 
to distribute the ice cream slightly over 
the edge of the cookies then roll ice cream 
over crushed pretzel making sure they stick. 
Freeze for at least 30 minutes before serving. 
Guaranteed to make anybody feel good!!     

        Ok, the desert didn’t have any pork in 
it but it would probably go good with bacon. 
Bacon can make anything taste better right? 
Cook forever Chef C.T. Basil!       
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“I detest life insurance agents; they always argue
that I shall some day die, which is not so.”
         ~Stephen Leacock
            Author, Professor, Lecturer
                        and Humourist. 1869 ~ 1944

TREEN INSURANCE

Scott Treen

(440) 576-5926

We will even insure Bobbiedazzler!

Auto Home Business Life

Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

Visit us at www.visitconneautohio.com
440-593-2402

Lighthouse Cruisers Cruise-Ins!  Conneaut Township Park

Conneaut Railroad Museum Open thru Labor Day
Friday Night Racing at Raceway Seven

Sunday Evening Free Concerts
Conneaut Community Center for the Arts

Saturday Morning Farmers’ Market

Sept. 7 - Sept. 9
 Amatuer Rib Burn-Off & Chili Cook-Off
 Conneaut Township Park

Pig Roast Buccia Vineyard
Harvest Picnic Buccia Vineyard

Sept. 29 - Sept. 30 National Alpaca Farm Days
    Ramblin Rose Alpacas
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BEGINNING  

SEPTEMBER 9THINNING
9TH

BEGINNI

SEPTPTEMEMBEBER R 9T9 H

TAILGATE
BUFFET

$9.95 Buffet  $2 Wells  $2 Drafts
Catch all the Pro Games every Sunday! 

Buffet starts at 12:30pm
Catch all the action on our  

42” TVs at the Table Games!

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

FREE 
SHIRT

FRIDAYS  
IN SEPTEMBER  

4PM – 10PM
One CASH or FREE PLAY winner  

every 15 minutes!
One FREE entry  

every day you play.
Redeem 500 points  

for additional entries.
See the Player’s Club for full details.

Drawing Sunday, September 30 at 8pm 

$5,000 HIT ITTOWIN IT

Now - September 30 

SSunday SSSeptember 3

0000HHHHIIITTTTTT  00 IITTOT WWO
Cash Giveaway

If You or Someone You Know Has a Gambling Problem, Help is Available. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
I-90 Exit 27, Erie PA  |  casinoinerie.com  |  1.866.ERIE.FUN

Game
On!

Now on Facebook & Twitter!          Facebook.com/CasinoINerie          Follow us @CasinoINerie                  
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LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. Sept. 8

9 -1 
 

Sat. Sept. 22

9- 1

A

P
E
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~ Continued on Page 20

Hours: 3pm-1am Weekdays
11am-1am Weekends (Open for Lunch)

THURSDAYS

SEPT. 6: FRED BARRINGER

FRIDAYS
KARAOKE 

  

Mondays: $3 Margaritas & Mojitos
Tuesday: $2 16 oz. Drafts
Wednesday: $1.50 Domestic Bottles

   

The Covert Operation

Ernest T Band

Review By Pete Roche

Power Cord: One Man’s 
Ear-Splitting Quest to Find His 
Guitar Heroes
Author – Thomas Scott McKenzie

        Confounded by his nowhere man 
existence at a software company in Columbus, 
Ohio, Thomas Scott McKenzie embarked 
on a crusade to meet some of the hair-metal 
guitar heroes who’d inspired his collection of 
instruments.  
         McKenzie’s 
objective: Learn why the 
guitarists picked up their 
six-strings in the fi rst 
place and continue to play, 
often devoting themselves 
entirely to music 
regardless of the personal 
problems caused and 
career setbacks suffered 
along the way.  His 
discoveries are detailed 
in the new paperback 
Power Chord: One Man’s 
Ear-Splitting Quest to 
Find His Guitar Heroes, 
now available on Harper-
Collins’ It imprint.  
       “You do it because 
you can’t not do it,” one 
rocker tells McKenzie 
during a quick chat in a 
VIP tent before a show in 
sweltering Tulsa.  
       “The guitar hero is an 
escape.  It’s a hall pass for life.”  
       The unlikely sage?  Kip Winger, whose 
million-dollar smile and melodic hooks 
powered songs like “Seventeen” to the top of 
the charts in the Eighties—only to become the 
butt of jokes by the Nineties.
        Throughout the 308-page book McKenzie 
makes like a rock and roll Indiana Jones, 
traversing the United States with the hope 
of meeting other music luminaries past and 
present—guitarists and bassists (like Winger) 
who dedicate themselves to their craft in 
pursuit of (or despite) fortune and glory.  

And girls. 

       What are their secrets?  What is it about 
the allure of the electric guitar that compels so 
many teens (predominantly male) to take to 
the instrument?  What motivates somebody to 
hole up in his bedroom and practice scales for 
hours on end, despite the physical and mental 
barriers involved? Will knowledge of exotic-
sounding modes and scales illuminate the path 
to rock stardom or spiritual fulfi llment?
        The author discovers it isn’t easy 
scheduling sit-downs with professional 
musicians—even those whose stars have 
dimmed—so he begins his quest by (fi nally) 

learning to play 
the ESP Kamikaze 
and B.C. Rich 
Warlock hanging 
on his walls.  
He maps out a 
“constellation” 
of guitar greats, 
bestowing the 
title of “Titan” 
upon Jimmy 
Page, Jeff Beck, 
and Eric Clapton.  
“Olympians” 
include Eddie Van 
Halen and Slash, 
whose chops 
have infl uenced 
many of today’s 
players—but 
whose commercial 
successes put them 
out of McKenzie’s 
reach.  “Virtuosos” 
and “Heroes” 
consist of MTV 

stars and super-shredders like Joe Satriani.
        Inspired by a two-day hangout with 
former KISS guitarist Bruce Kulick (with 
whom he dines at a Cracker Barrel and 
shops for a KISS DVD at Best Buy), 
McKenzie signs on for guitar lessons with 
a local instructor named Doug.  But he also 
fl ies to Pasadena for a one-on-one session 
with Stryper’s Oz Fox, who encourages an 
economy of motion while performing scales.
       “Stretch your fi ngers,” he tells the newbie.  
“But don’t move your hand.”  
       The self-deprecating McKenzie writes 
with the same passion that compelled his 
journey.  He’s no language slouch, having 
earned an M.A. in creative writing at the 

University of Mississippi.  But it’s his 
willingness to get as intimately personal 
about himself as with his subjects will 
endear his story to readers.  In order to 
meet the superstars, he guiltily abandons 
overworked Ph. D. wife Lara at home for 
days on end, fully aware she’s frustrated 
by their infertility issues.  McKenzie learns 
with each rock star rendezvous that guitar 
heroes are typically ordinary average guys 
who work extraordinarily hard at mastering 
one thing—his instrument.  He identifi es 
this single-mindedness as being crucial to 
success, a major distinguishing factor when 

separating mice from gods.  Most folks 
(himself included) are spread too thin or too 
half-hearted about their pursuits to reach that 
elusive “next level.”  McKenzie becomes 
dimly aware that it’s this despondency that 
stranded him at his software company even 
when he knew his talents and interests lay 
elsewhere.     
          McKenzie catches up with RATT’s 
Warren Dimartini, who advocates 
preparedness when gigging.  After an acoustic 
show in a dingy Minnesota bar, Stacy Blades 
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tells him to “just push through” the discomfort 
of forming new guitar chords and talks about 
the changed nature of touring over the years.  
Def Leppard’s Phil Collen discusses the 
making of Hysteria, and how uber-producer 
Mutt Lange commanded him to track their 
guitar chords one note at a time.  Judas Priest’s 
Glenn Tipton observes that a guitar—unlike 
piano or drums—is worn by the performer 
and thus becomes an extension of him, which 
makes for interesting body language and facial 
expressions onstage.  

“Play from the heart,” Tipton says.

        McKenzie spends down time at home 
supporting Lara in their baby-making efforts 
while teaching himself to play “Forever” by 
KISS and “Lay It Down” by RATT.  Then 
it’s off to Stockbridge, Massachusetts, where 
virtuoso Steve Vai (of Frank Zappa and David 
Lee Roth fame) dishes on “Alien Music 
Secrets” during a weekend seminar held at a 
yoga center.
       “The fascination of me sitting here will 
fade,” Vai tells his pupils.  “We’re just going 
to be people trying to make discoveries.  
Nothing more, nothing less.”
       Nonetheless, the star-struck McKenzie 
chastises himself later for not working up the 
nerve to “cut heads” with the Italian-American 
stunt guitarist, who levels the playing fi eld for 
another student by turning his own instrument 
backwards. 
       “Playing guitar isn’t a contest”, Vai 
emphasizes at the clinic.  “It’s a cathartic 
process of self-discovery.”     
       McKenzie learns fi rsthand what Vai was 
on about after signing on for a Rock and 
Roll Fantasy Camp in Los Angeles, where 
bassist Rudy Sarzo (Ozzy Osbourne, Quiet 
Riot) mentors his makeshift band, Riot in the 
Temple.  The dream-come-true camp fi nds 
McKenzie rubbing elbows with drummer 
Kenny Aronoff, Heart guitarist Howard Leese, 
and Jimi Hendrix / Led Zeppelin producer 
Eddie Kramer (who spoils a recording session 
after McKenzie botches his parts).  The 
Fantasy culiminates with a real-life concert 
by McKenzie’s group at the famed Whiskey 
a Go-Go on Sunset Strip, where he jams (sort 
of) with KISS’ Ace Frehley.  
       Later, he spends time with another KISS 
“Spaceman,” Tommy Thayer, and realizes 
that the best guitarists are often road dogs—
professionals who have chops, lack ego, and 
(like Thayer) are “smart enough to know 
where the next paycheck is coming from.”  
Night Ranger’s Brad Gillis likewise inculcates 

some business smarts.  
       McKenzie rounds off his survey of ‘80s 
icons by chatting with rising star “John 5” 
Lowery of Marilyn Manson / Rob Zombie 
fame.  
        “Find a song you really like,” John 5 
advises beginning players.  “That will give 
you something to shoot for and keep you 
inspired.”
        McKenzie prefaces each meeting with a 
fairly comprehensive bio, giving readers less 
versed in the history of, say, Iron Maiden or 
Tygers of Pan Tang, a little background.  He 
traces the career arcs of hair-metal outfi ts 
like RATT and Randy Rhoads from Grammy 
to gutter—or grave—noting how changing 
tastes in music often dictates the future.  
He convincingly argues that the “grunge 
apocalypse” doomed many of his MTV 
heroes, whose technical prowess left listeners 
cold post-Nirvana.  Conversely, McKenzie 
insists that practiced guitarists usually 
warrant more acclaim than their punk rock 
counterparts, who often compensate for their 
musical defi ciencies with snarky attitudes.  If a 
band of limited skills like Ramones could win 
over critics, why not KISS?  Why the double-
standard?  McKenzie cites an admission by 
Marky Ramone that his band’s torn Tees and 
denim were as contrived as KISS’ kabuki 
makeup and platform shoes as evidence that 
“keeping it real” is often the bigger illusion.
       Power Chord is neatly sliced into twenty 
breezy chapters, with titles alluding to work 
done by the guitarists profi led therein.  A 
dozen or so full-color glossies show McKenzie 
beaming alongside quarry like Kulick and 
Sarzo, as well as several performance shots 
of KISS, George Lynch, and others. It’s an 
indispensable tome for anyone who’s ever 
dreamed of becoming a guitar phenomenon 
like the fi ctitious rockers in Foreigner’s “Juke 
Box Hero” or Bad Company’s “Shooting 
Star.”   
www.powerchordbook.com  
www.harpercollins.com 

Read NCV online
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KARAOKEABOUT
ALLWe’re

  not just...

440-944-5994

10% OFFBOOK NOW
& GET

WITH COUPON. CODE NCV MUST BE GIVEN AT TIME OF BOOKING

www.All-About-Karaoke.com

Can Karaoke Help?  
     I’m often asked that question because I once ran a business where 
karaoke was a staple for fun for the customers and continued growth 
for our business.  Karaoke kept our business from going under during 
the roughest years of the economic downturn.  We offered it on 
commonly slow nights because it brought regulars in who showed up 
faithfully each week, bringing family and friends to hear them sing and 
eventually get up and sing themselves!  These singers would send 
pictures of themself singing to their friends and then suddenly a party 
of two became a party of four or six.
    From those original karaoke nights came other business such as 
catered parties (WITH karaoke because this is a great activity to make 
any party a blast or even just keep the kids busy while the adults 
watch them and talk).   We would host fundraisers where folks would 
dare each other to sing songs, paying dollars to the fund as the 
person accepted the dare.  Family parties were often rebooked from 
one birthday to the next because of memorable duets, “dress like your 
favorite rock star” themes and from that came theme nights like “Glee” 
or “Musicals” or “Rat Pack.”  These would have our register ringing all 
night long because they needed to stay hydrated for all that singing.  
We sold wristbands to help with the costs of keeping our karaoke 
show going, but there are other ways to help make this a win-win 
offering for both the customer and the business owner.
    

Also...TRY OUR EXCITING

GAME SHOW!

Attention Bar Owners:

ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM AN-
NOUNCES ACQUISITION OF DIGITAL LOGS OF MOON-

ALICE’S “IT’S 4:20 SOMEWHERE” LOGS HELP TELL 
THE STORY OF MUSIC’S DIGITAL REVOLUTION

Library and Archives to begin acquiring music-related digital assets as part of 
its historically signifi cant collection of rock and roll material

        The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
announced that the digital logs for 
Moonalice’s “It’s 4:20 Somewhere” have 
been acquired for the Library and Archives.  
Libraries and archives collect, preserve and 
provide access to the materials that best 
capture important moments and movements 
in history, regardless of format, and the 
Moonalice logs help tell the story of music’s 
digital revolution; specifi cally the rise 
of direct-from-artist (DFA) distribution. 
Moonalice is the fi rst band without a label to 
achieve one million downloads of a song from 
its own servers, direct-from-artist.  “It’s 4:20 
Somewhere” has been downloaded over two 
million times.
        “We are grateful that Moonalice is 
donating these items to our permanent 
collection,” said Terry Stewart, President 
and CEO of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
and Museum. “As more and more content 
is being created digitally and the physical 
becomes more ephemeral, it is essential that 
libraries and archives treat digital assets like 
any other historical material.”  Over the next 
several months, the Library and Archives 
will complete its digital asset management 
system in order to handle all digital formats, 
from electronic documents to born-digital 
photographs, audio and video fi les. Upon 
completion, Moonalice’s digital logs will be 
available for use at the Library and Archives 
through the online catalog.
           “We are honored that the digital logs 
for ‘It’s 4:20 Somewhere’ are to be included 
in the Library and Archives historical 
collections,” said Roger McNamee, founding 
member of Moonalice.  “Ever since the 
beginning of pop music, technology has 
enabled artists to change the world, whether 
it was the introduction of LP records, stereo 
sound or subwoofers,” he said. “Today we 
have the iPhone, the iPad and social networks 
that allow artists to create and distribute a 
wide variety of music-related products on 
their own.  At no other time in the history of 
music have the creative opportunities offered 
by technology afforded artists such a bounty 
of innovative ways to explore their craft and 
share their music.”
          Since its release in November 2010, 
Moonalice has recorded two million direct 
downloads of “It’s 4:20 Somewhere,” 

making it the fi rst multiplatinum track to 
be downloaded directly from a band’s own 
website.  The band’s revolutionary use of 
technology, including the new MoonTunes™ 
player enables their fans to watch concerts, 
listen to songs or shows, and see all 500 
Moonalice posters is an example of how artists 
are revolutionizing the distribution of music. 
The band also invented such applications as 
Twittercast concerts, where it shares links to 
songs for an entire show, either live or after 
the fact on Twitter’s Moonalice Radio or 
via live Moonbeam (video) concerts and the 
Couch Tour on moonalice.com.
       Founded in 2007, Moonalice’s roster 
of seasoned musicians includes John Molo: 
Drums, Vocals; Barry Sless:  Lead Guitar, 
Pedal  Steel  Guitar, Bass; Ann McNamee:  
Keyboards, Vocals; Pete Sears: Bass, 
Keyboards, Guitar, Vocals; Roger McNamee: 
Rhythm Guitar, Vocals, Bass and Big Steve 
Parish:  Road Scholar/Medicine Man/
Storyteller.
On the web, Moonalice can be found at 
www.moonalice.com

About the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum
        The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum, Inc. is the nonprofi t organization that 
exists to educate visitors, fans and scholars 
from around the world about the history and 
continuing signifi cance of rock and roll music. 
It carries out this mission through its operation 
of a world-class museum that collects, 
preserves, exhibits and interprets this art form 
and through its library and archives as well as 
its educational programs.
       The Museum is open seven days a week 
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. On Wednesdays 
(and Saturdays through Labor Day), the 
Museum is open until 9 p.m. Museum 
admission is $22 for adults, $18 for adult 
residents of Greater Cleveland, $17 for seniors 
(65+), $13 for youth (9-12), children under 
8 and Museum Members are always free, 
for information or to join the membership 
program call 216. 515.8425. For general 
inquiries please call 216.781.ROCK (7625) 
or visit www.rockhall.com.  The Museum 
is generously funded by Cuyahoga County 
residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture.
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By Rick RayB Ri k R

Former Sabbath Drummer and Pantera 
bassist plays Peabody’s in band Kill Devil Hill
        Kill Devil Hill is an intense rock band 
that was founded in 2011 by drummer Vinny 
Appice (former Black Sabbath, Heaven & Hell 
and Dio), bassist Rex Brown (former Pantera 
and Down), guitarist Mark Zavon (former 
W.A.S.P.) and lead vocalist Jason “Dewey” 
Bragg (former Pissing Razors). The band is 
named for the town of Kill Devil Hills, North 
Carolina, a location renowned from pirating 
days. The band’s sound has been described as 
“heavy and modern without succumbing to 
typical contemporary hardcore trappings such 
as indecipherable vocals or overused blast 
beats. A good mix of old school and modern.
Vinny Appice has spent most of his career 
playing arenas and stadiums and headlining 
Europe’s massive festivals with some of 
heavy metal’s biggest names. As leader of 
the new hard rock band Kill Devil Hill, the 
former Black Sabbath drummer is starting 
over playing small stages. In Cleveland on 
Wednesday, September 12th, 2012, Kill Devil 
Hill will be playing at Peabody’s, 2045 East 
21st St. “I had a long career, but since I was a 
kid, I wanted to have my own band. It was a 
dream, and it never really happened. I always 
wound up playing with Sabbath or Dio, and it 
always got in the way,” Appice said recently.
        Vinny drummed his way through classic 
Sabbath albums such as Mob Rules and Live 
Evil. When Ronnie James Dio fi rst left Black 
Sabbath in 1983, he took Vinny with him, 
forming the band Dio. During his tenure 
with Dio, he recorded such legendary metal 
classics such as Holy Diver, The Last in Line 
and Dream Evil. He would leave with Dio 
bassist Jimmy Bain to form World War III, 

only to be called back to Black Sabbath to 
record their reunion album Dehumanizer. 
After Dehumanizer, Dio and Appice would 
reunite Dio into the fi rst half of the 90s. By the 
second half of the 90s, Vinny found himself 
in Sabbath (again) with Ozzy singing instead 
of Dio. In the 21st century, Dio and Appice 
would fi nd themselves back in Black Sabbath 
again, only for this lineup to be called Heaven 
& Hell. While many fans were happy to see 
this lineup reunite, it sadly would be the last 
time, we got to witness the legendary Ronnie 
James Dio on stage, as he was to pass away 
with cancer soon after.
        “I’m not into the screaming thing,” says 
Appice. “I like playing heavy loud music, 
but I’m not into that. I grew up in a different 
era where there was melody and harmonies. 
They don’t have to be nice. They can be weird 
and minor key and dark. Dewey can go for 
it. There are great melodies on the album and 
hooks. But yet it’s still dark. It’s not happy.”
Appice has always been drawn to the darker, 
heavier side of rock. “I was born on Friday the 
13th. That probably has something to do with 
it. I used to listen to Blue Cheer in the early 
’70s. I just got into it that way,” he recalls. 
“I used to play albums on a turntable at the 
slow speed. It would sound D-tuned and all 
heavy…. That’s what I like, man, Energized, 
Aggressive music.”
        Kill Devil Hill’s new album has some 
great songs. From the Intense ‘War Machine’ 
to the acoustic ‘Mysterious Ways’ which 
calls to mind Captain Beyond’s ‘Suffi ciently 
Breathless. This album is great from start to 
fi nish. ‘Rise From The Shadows’ starts with a 
great bass line that’s run through wah wah and 
distortion by Rex Brown which adds a “hang 
on to your seat” intensity.  The new album 
comes to life live on stage with extra wattage 
and added power.
         If you have a free evening Sept. 12, you 
ought to treat yourself and possibly a friend 
to an evening of intensity. My band, The Rick 
Ray Band, will be opening for Kill Devil Hill 
on this particular night and bringing our own 
brand of nuclear reaction to the stage.
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or someone might tell me that they played a 
song of mine at their wedding, or fell in love 
with a song and so forth. The song belongs 
to them more than it belongs to me. There’s 
a collection of songs in everyone’s life by 
different artists and it means something to 
them for where they were at that moment. I 
am grateful that my song “Steal Away” is one 
of those songs for many people. The day you 
write a song and it goes on a record is the day 
you let go of the meaning of it. It’s always 

going to be how people embrace what they 
hear in their own way. At this point in my life, 
I think of my music as my legacy.”

For more information: www.robbiedupree.com
Spectra Records: www.spectrarecords.com
Robbie’s latest EP, “Arc of a Romance” is 
available at FYE, Barnes & Noble, Target, 
Sears and online at Amazon.com, eMusic and 
iTunes.
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ROBBIE DUPREE
By Helen Marketti
Photos Courtesy of Spectra Records

        Robbie Dupree’s name is recognized 
around the globe for his hit songs, “Steal 
Away”, “Hot Rod Hearts” and “Brooklyn 
Girls” among others as he climbed the charts 
during the 1980s. His career has continued 
to fl ourish and keep renewed for the past 
thirty years with his quality work, which most 
recently saw the release of his latest EP titled, 
“Arc of a Romance” (Spectra Records).
     The EP consists of four classic tracks that 
have all been carefully chosen with a common 
thread among them. “About a year and a 
half ago I had participated in a fundraiser 
for a couple who had been diagnosed with a 
serious ailment,” said Robbie. “One of their 
requests was to have ten of their favorite songs 
performed at their fundraiser. I decided on “I 
Only Have Eyes For You” by The Flamingos. 
I wanted to put my own spin on a classic. 
They loved it and so did the audience.”
     Robbie continues, “I decided to record the 
song and then the idea occurred to me that I 
should do a project like this. I thought about 
what songs I would pick 
that were infl uential to 
me, think of a title and 
put them on an EP. This is 
the fi rst time I have ever 
done cover songs. Part of 
the challenge is coming 
up with something that 
is going to tie all of these 
songs together. I wanted 
to have the title in place 
fi rst then I could work on 
fi nding songs that would 
all have a common thread. 
There were weeks and 
months that went by during 
each song that was selected. 
I felt I had to build upon them like links in a 
chain. “I Only Have Eyes For You” was a song 
like no other song I had ever heard before. 
It is distinctive and unique. It spoke to me 
when I fi rst heard it at age 12 and it still does. 
It still has its infl uence even now because it 
still shows up in movies. I decided I would go 
into music when I fi rst heard this song. I was 
changed forever. Other songs that I chose are 
“For the Love of You” by The Isley Brothers, 
“We Let the Stars Go” by Prefab Sprout, a 
band from England who was popular during 
the 80s and “Coronation Street” by Canadian 
songwriter, Marc Jordan. These songs were 
infl uential to me in some way and I wanted to 
keep the mood of each song. The songs cross 
decades and generations yet they do seem like 
they belong together in the same package.”
     Inspiration for songwriting is a continuous 
motivator for Robbie. “Sometimes when I 
am writing, it’s working on my craft. Songs 
that I write that make it to a record can be 

inspired by a conversation I had with someone 
or hearing another artist’s song that really 
touched me. Songs that I write that never 
make it to a record are usually the ones I 
feel that I could never do them justice. It’s 
like a movie script for an actor. You have to 
be able to play the part and fi nd the role that 
is suited for you. As you get older, you are 
not the leading man any more. When you 
are a songwriter, you can sing from a point 
of reference of what someone else is going 
through,” explains Robbie. “When you’re 
younger, you’re glad that you wrote songs that 
rhymed and all the words seemed to be in their 
proper place but as you get older you need to 
keep yourself relevant and adept to what is 
going on. If you can’t progress as a songwriter 
then you question whether you have anything 
left to say.”
     Robbie Dupree’s career has spanned over 
thirty years. Fans continue to attend his shows 
and buy his music from all over the world. “It 
has been my desire to stay in music. You have 

to have a deep love for this 
because it is a business that 
can beat you up. I’m not 
making the same kind of 
records that I did when I 
was on the charts. I always 
decided to choose quality 
for every project that I did. 
There are cores of fans 
around the world that have 
remained faithful to me 
and it’s my duty to give 
back with quality music. If 
I had stopped the minute 
my hit records stopped, I 
never would have gotten to 
today: to where I am now. 

I have learned a lot along the way from many 
great people. Your heroes change too in this 
business. When you’re younger, you look up 
to many people but as you get older, you start 
to look at things differently and start admiring 
those who have had the longevity. Tony 
Bennett comes to mind. He still works on his 
set lists for each show. He doesn’t only do the 
standards. He keeps things new and fresh; to 
an artist that is very inspiring.”
     Sometimes an artist would rather not 
sing their standard songs, which not only 
disappoints fans but also frustrates the artist. 
Robbie has an entirely different attitude when 
it comes to this, “The best way to address 
that is by a quote from a James Taylor song, 
“That’s Why I’m Here” where part of the 
song says, “Pay good money to hear fi re and 
rain again and again because that’s why I’m 
here.” “I always fi nd new reasons for doing 
the songs that people like to hear. I look out 
at an audience and I see people singing along 



24 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 September 5 - 19, 2012

If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

SUMMER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

        After looking over some of my past 
articles I found that there’s not been much 
said about fi nishing guitars. This area of guitar 
repair is probably one of the most important. 
It separates the weekend guitar repairman 
from the professional (along with a vast 
knowledge of woodworking, patience, and a 
whole host of other skills). For years I did not 
offer my repair services to the public because 
I didn’t own the appropriate spray equipment 
to properly “fi nish” an instrument after I had 
performed major surgery to it.               
        After fi xing whatever may be wrong 
with the guitar, mandolin, banjo, etc. there is 
often times where a touch up of the fi nish is 
required. Some guitars are already nicked up 
or scratched from years of wear that another 
nick  is not even noticed or the customer 
is not concerned in any way of 
the aesthetics as much as in the 
playability of the instrument. Of 
course it is very important to me 
that I don’t add any scratches to 
anyone’s guitar, so a clean bench 
is always the #1 priority in starting 
any repair by making sure that I 
have not left any loose screws or 
sharp pieces of anything that might 
scratch the fi nish. I always comb 
over my carpeted bench with a 
very strong magnet after I have 
vacuumed the area thoroughly. 
Years ago, when I fi rst started 
repairing guitars I had a short piece 
of a .010 guitar string stuck in the 
nap of the carpeting on the bench 
and when I took a swipe of my 
hand over the carpet to clean  the 
bench of some debris the piece of 
fi ne steel went right through my pinky fi nger 
without me even knowing it. It was when I put 
my hand on the bench to pick up something 
else that a very sharp pain came to my fi nger. 
Needless to say I don’t clean my bench that 
way anymore. I always count every string 
piece that I cut off too make sure that there is 
not one hiding in the nap of the carpet. 
         I would be lying if I were to tell you 
that I have never scratched an instrument 
while working on it. The best I can do is 
to minimize the possibility of it happening 
and when it does and to have the ability and 
skills to touch it up so that it is not detectible. 
The problem is that it usually takes ten 
times longer to fi x a scratch than to put one 
on an instrument so it is very important 
that it doesn’t happen by means of neglect, 
impatience, or lack of concentration or a dirty 

bench.
         Many repairs that have to be performed 
on guitars that have broken necks for 
example are almost always subject to a bit 
of refi nishing to hide the repair. The general 
rule is to “feather in” some dark toner on to 
the area of repair. When I say “toner” I am 
referring to a colored lacquer that I prepare 
liken to a very dark ‘sunburst’ just in a small 
area. I always try to use colors that accent 
the guitar. For example, if the wood is of 
mahogany I tend to use a reddish color rather 
than a brown.  If it is maple I might use a 
browner color. It is always different and I am 
always customizing the color tone to fi t the 
repair at hand. I often use a small air brush for 
small touch ups. It is much easier to control 
and also much easier to clean up.  I mix these 

toners in small batches and then just add them 
to a bigger mix later on when I have a bigger 
spraying project that needs a pretty dark toner.
           Many customers do not realize 
the work that may go into refi nishing an 
instrument. Even for a very tiny nick or 
scratch it often requires at least 3 to 5 drop 
fi lls. This is where I would take a small pipette 
or tooth pick of clear lacquer and fi ll the 
nick with it. When you fi rst put on a drop of 
lacquer it looks as though you’d be sanding it 
all away but in a couple of hours the lacquer 
shrinks back dramatically. It’s common to fi ll 
it at least 3-4 times before waiting 24 hrs to 
sand the area fl at. Then with a succession of 
very fi ne sand paper you can get it smooth 
enough to buff out (a lot of work for a silly 
little nick). I often try to talk the customers 
into living with the battle scars (not the 

ones I make, I fi x those) rather than trying 
to perform unnecessary “plastic surgery” to 
something that doesn’t hinder the sound of the 
instrument. After all, some wear and tear adds 
character to a guitar. Look at Willy Nelson’s 
guitar. It still sounds great! I know that’s a bit 
extreme but you get the picture. Lacquer takes 
at least 14 to 21 days to cure hard enough 
to sand fl at and buff out. Many times during 
when you are sanding the fi nish you will come 
across a small area where a previous crack or 
joint that wasn’t fi lled or sealed properly will 
suck up the lacquer and it will require you to 
drop fi ll more lacquer in the spot. Sometimes 
you feel like you will never be fi nished with 
the project. It’s very important to sand the 
fi nish completely fl at before buffi ng it out. I 
always start out with 400 grit and work my 

way to 800 grit before I use the buffer. 
You can tell that you have sanded it 
properly after you cannot fi nd any 
shiny spots on the fi nish anywhere. It 
should have an even, dull appearance. 
The longer that you can wait for the 
fi nish to cure the shinier it will become 
when you fi nally buff it out. The hard 
part is having the patience to wait. 
          There are many new waterborne 
fi nishes that have been developed 
specifi cally for the instrument industry, 
but as of the present I have not yet used 
them. For a long time they were hard 
to use and were considered inferior 
to the older style lacquers. Newer 
technologies have solved that problem. 
Apparently they have a shorter cure 
time and of course are far better for the 
environment.  I have good intention 
to start using them soon, but the 

problem for repair is that so many (almost 
all of the instruments prior to 1960) where 
sprayed with nitrocellulose lacquers.  Many 
of the waterborne fi nishes are not completely 
compatible with the older fi nishes. Some 
guitar builders feel that the new water fi nishes 
never set up hard enough and tend to have a 
“plastic” look and feel. There will probably 
always be some sort of controversy about 
the types of fi nishes that are best for musical 
instruments. I guess we will have to wait it out 
to see who is right. Well until then I bid you a 
“Fair Well!” and please remember to Stay in 
Tune!

 Thanks Again!
 Patrick from Wood-n-Strings / Liam Guitars   

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec
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Free w/ Expo Admission
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James Twyman 
Peace Troubadour 

Living in the 
“I AM Consciousness”

Tina Sacchi John Robbins
The Agony and the 

Ecstasy of Our Times

Dr. Caldwell Esselstyn, Jr.
Ending the Coronary Disease 
Epidemic - Becoming Heart 

Attack Proof 
2012: It’s 

Why We’re Here!

By Alan Cliffe

This is PiL 
Public Image Limited 2012
        First, there’s the voice. That voice, 
unmistakable, sounding something like the 
bastard offspring of a Cockney carnival 
barker’s call, a banshee’s wail, and a Mideast 
call to prayer, the voice that announced itself 
to the world by declaring itself both antichrist 
and anarchist, then inspired 
a thousand bands with 
the notion that one can 
have a wild and amusing 
time with one’s anger and 
misanthropy, and maybe 
change one’s life—it’s 
back. Some watery, guttural 
utterings, an out-front 
bass pattern, then, here it 
comes—“This is PiL!” It 
is indeed. This is the sound 
of a long-dormant band 
joyously announcing its 
return; it is also a welcome—“You are now 
entering the PiL zone,” we are told. A wild 
and amusing time is promised once again. 
A musically interesting one, too. There is 
something Middle Eastern sounding in the 
acoustic guitars on the title track, as well as 
in the singer’s voice. And he sounds as if he’s 
in a better mood than when he declared the 
British monarch inhuman and himself a lazy 
sod. 
    That singer, of course, is John Lydon, AKA 
Johnny Rotten, vocalist and guiding spirit 
of both the Sex Pistols and Public Image 
Limited. Lydon formed the latter group after 
the Pistols fl ew apart in 1978; fi nancial and 
record-business hassles kept PiL on hiatus 
from late 1992 until 2009. This is PiL is the 
re-formed band’s fi rst full length album. 
Bruce Smith and Lu Edmonds, the drummer 
and guitarist respectively, played in eighties 
incarnations of the band; bassist Scott Firth is 
new.
    The Pistols helped to revitalize rock when 
it badly needed revitalization. PiL has re-
imagined it. Their sound has the basic rock 
ingredients, but it doesn’t sound much like the 
work of other rock bands and seems to owe 
little to blues- or folk-based song structure. 
The bass and drums are as prominent in 
the mix here as the guitars would be on a 
conventional rock album. I wouldn’t mistake 
This is PiL for a funk or reggae album, 
but I think those infl uences are present, if 
lightly worn. The guitar work is all the more 
interesting for its subtlety. Power-riffi ng and 
out-front solos are that much more effective 
when they’re deployed with a certain 
economy. 
    Still, it all comes down to that voice. This 

is Lydon’s band. (The music is credited to 
the whole band; the lyrics are Lydon’s.) 
He does not hide behind either irony (these 
kids today; I can’t think of their names) or 
grandiosity (U know who, Bruce). He has a 
tough and unsentimental intelligence; for him, 
sincerity and feeling hold no danger of singer-
songwriter sappiness, and he conveys exactly 
what is on his mind.

    The title track here, as I have 
said, conveys joy and welcome. 
In the next we fi nd that one 
drop of water can stand in for a 
single human, a great body of it 
can stand in for humanity, and 
it’s not for nothing that ocean 
rhymes with emotion. We head 
for deeper water in a song of that 
title. There is a very interesting 
descending guitar fi gure here. 
Descent could spell doom, only 
it won’t. The singer won’t stand 
for that, and he’s heading for still 
deeper water, despite or maybe 

because of the danger. A terrifi c, extended 
punk-rock riff drives the next number, the title 
of which—“Terra-gate”—honors the nautical 
theme of the early tracks in the breach, as 
it were, with its skewed echo of a distant 
scandal. If there is scandal in this song, it is 
personal. Lydon’s preferred rhyme scheme—
AAAAAABAA, more or less—serves his 
purposes well, here and elsewhere; here those 
purposes center around a passionate and 
rueful dismissal. Terra-gate rhymes with many 
things, including hate and (almost) fake, but 
the crucial word here is separate.
     Separation and unity both are at play in 
“Human.” I hear this one as a kind of update 
of “God Save the Queen.” The singer has 
some thoughts on how to be both English and 
human. He’d like to get it right. We’re in this 
together, but the leaders are unworthy, and one 
misses both English roses and good football. 
In the end there is a glimpse of harmony, 
at least in the sound of the double-tracked 
guitars. Edmonds is a terrifi c player, and a 
tasteful one.
    There is more, much more, including 
what is probably the fi rst use of a banjo 
and certainly the fi rst song about Stonewall 
Jackson on a PiL record. “Lollipop Opera,” 
a drummer’s song, rocks like hell. Perhaps a 
little surprisingly, Lydon makes a metaphoric 
connection between England and the Garden 
of Eden in “Reggie Song,” a fi ne rocker 
inspired by a friend named Reginald. And like 
a certain other English poet, Lydon seems to 
have perceived an earthly unity of hell and 
heaven, and immortalized the discovery in 
verse. The little laugh he gives around 1’20” 
of “The Room I Am In” is priceless. 
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Saturday, Sept. 8:
Eastland Inn BROWNS BASH!!!!!!!

    Berea Ohio www.thebrownsboard.com

Sunday, Sept. 16:

Saturday, Sept. 22:

Thursday, Sept. 27:

Lawless
Weinstein  R  115 min
       With my roots going back to the foothills 
of the Appalachian Mountains in East Ohio I 
am intrigued by stories of Mountain folk. This 
tale, LAWLESS Is the fi lm adaptation of the 
memoirs of Matt Bondurant, descendant of the 
legendary Bondurant moonshining clan that 
served the needs of drinking folk in prohibi-
tion era Virginia. 
Of course that’s a fair piece from my rural be-
ginnings but what the heck, it should be inter-
esting. I did wonder as I settled in before the 
show, about the romantic idea we have always 
had about the bootlegging industry. From Al 
Capone to the moonshiner in Irish song lore 
to the white lightning traffi c in the south it’s 
part of our heritage. I guess we subconsciously 
avoid drawing parallels to the Mexican drug 
cartels of today. 
At any rate this is more of a slice of life fi lm 
than a story with a beginning and an end.
One thing I try to pay special attention to is 
the dialect factor. In this case I give the actors, 
and more the dialect coach, the benefi t of the 
doubt because I’m not certain of the changes 
in a Virginia rural dialect from the 30’s to the 
present but they didn’t sound like any Virgin-
ians I have heard recently.
I did like the look of the fi lm throughout. 
Misty and dusty and almost sepia tone it had 
the look of days gone by.
The main story here is the confl ict between 
Forrest Bondurant, the family elder brother 
(Tom Hardy-a long way from Bane) and cor-
rupt special deputy Charlie Rakes (played with 
chilling brutality by Guy Pearse).  Although 
younger brother Jack (Shia LaBeouf) has 
never been thought of as strong enough to be 
a major player in the family business he will 
eventually come into his own after Forrest is 
hospitalized. In a side plot Jack also courts the 
strict preacher’s daughter. 
After quite a few rounds of violence the feud 
between the Bondurants and Rakes comes to 
a head. 
Historically we know that soon after Prohibi-
tion was lifted the moon shining industry went 
by the wayside and that’s where the story ends 
as the Bondurants are now everyday mem-
bers of society. The actual events have been 
tweaked just enough to keep the story interest-
ing. It could have been the hillbilly godfather 
with the addition of a little more fi ction, yet I 
think as a memoir it works just fi ne. 
And I’m always happy to see Gary Oldman 
even in a smaller part.

B

2016 Obama’s 
America
Rocky Mountain Pictures  PG  
       I get the feeling that it’s 
deja vu aAt the outset I should 
probably let you know that I 
didn’t vote for President Obama 
last time and probably won’t 
now. That said, I don’t believe 
he is an evil man or that all his 
ideas are bad.  I’ve also seen all 
of Michael Moore’s fi lms and 
found them to be clever and 
entertaining for the most part 
yet really rising above 
common propaganda. 
2016 and Moore’s 
fi lms, are meant to ap-
peal to and frighten the 
base of two political 
entities.
I do, however, get the feeling 
that the two fi lm makers 
are approaching their point 
of view from very different 
angles. Moore has parlayed 
his liberal ideas into a multi-
million dollar empire all the 
while donning the facade of 
the regular shmoe.  Wearing 
his trademark scruffy ball 
cap this guy will leave his 
extravagant accommoda-
tions to do a press conference 
in a hastily rented Holiday 
Inn Express room. Like the 
Springsteen line “a rich man 
and a poor man’s shirt.”
Authur director and narrator 
Dinesh D’Souza was born in 
India but came to the United 
States and adopted it as his 
home. He seems to be operat-
ing from the fervent patriotism 
of a newcomer. 
It may be that zeal that keeps 
2016 from being as entertain-
ing or it may just be that con-
servatives on the whole aren’t 
very funny. 
As a good liberal friend of 
mine points out the left usually 
does a better job with comedy. 
Of course this fi lm is meant to 
serve more as a warning than a 
laugh riot.
The bullet points covered here are the ones 
we’ve heard before. 
We hear about the Communist, revolutionary 
an anti colonialist mentors in Obama’s life 

By Westside Steve Simmons

among his family in Africa and also as a 
young man in the United States.
There is speculation as to the end game should 
his plans to eliminate the United States atomic 
arsenal come to fruition especially in the face 
of an increasingly nuclear Middle East.

Whooz Playin’

Len & Tina

Len & Tina

Whooz Playin' Trio

Whooz Playin' Trio
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There are also warnings of how the US 
exploding debt could prove disastrous to 
this nation’s status as economic and military 
superpower.
D’Souza lays it out in a somewhat dry manner 
and probably reveals a few things you didn’t 
know. Some of you will be angry or upset 
before you even see it, but I doubt this will 
change any minds.
I don’t get too frightened about anything in 
the political realm but there are things here to 
think about at least. Do you buy D’Souza’s 
conclusions or not.
No rating. You decide.

Premium Rush 
Sony  PG13  91 min
       I don’t think you have to be psychic to 
predict this one. In the car on the way to the 
theater I spoke it aloud. Wilee (like the coyote) 
Joseph Gordon Levitt is a daredevil bicycle 
riding delivery boy who has cast aside the 
seemingly easy life in law for the thrills add 
excitement one can glean from riding bicycles 
through New York city traffi c at breakneck 
speed! He’s so screwy 
he’s removed the brakes 
from his ride to en-
hance the thrill.  Then, 
somewhere soon after 
the beginning, there 
will be some sort of 
snafu with one of his 
deliveries and he will 
become the target of 
some very 
bad people! 
Then there 
will be an 
hour and 
a half of bicycle 
chase scenes and in 
the end, Wilee wins, the bad guys lose, and 
he gets the girl! 
Well, friends, that was a hell of a lot easier to 
pinpoint than the lottery numbers! 
Actually, to be honest, there was one big 
surprise. I would have predicted at least some 
above average level of sucking here. Lo and 

behold not only was it a suck free experience 
it was actually pretty damn good.
It’s not great and it’s going to be forgotten 
soon but you’ll have a little fun.
I know little about bicycles, I leave that to 
Steve and Dawn, but it’s impressive that Levitt 
did many of his own stunts. I’ve personally 
put about ten miles on my own bike in the last 
three years so…..
Of the small glitches they might have made 
the bad cop (Michael Shannon) a bit more 
evil. He seems a tad clownish and that dis-
tracts from the suspense. Still it’s only a PG 
13.
And Levitt, a damn good actor is starting to 
get a little funny looking as he ages from his 
THIRD ROCK FROM THE SUN debut.
And we never really get very involved in the 
romantic sub plot, but it doesn’t really matter.
It is what it is. And it’s fun.

B-

WSS
Email westsidesteve@aol.com

Read NCV online
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Lynn celebrates Opry 50th 
Anniversary
          Loretta Lynn will celebrate her 50th 
Grand Ole Opry anniversary with a Sept. 25 
show with sister Crystal Gayle, plus friends 
Miranda Lambert, Lee Ann Womack, Trace 
Adkins and Pistol Annies, which will be 
making their Opry debut.
       Lynn joined the Opry family on Sept. 
25, 1962. “There is no one at the Opry, in 
country music or on earth quite like Loretta 
Lynn,” said Pete Fisher, Grand Ole Opry 
vice president and general manager. “Her 
infl uence as a recording artist and songwriter 
reaches across musical genres, cultures, and 
generations. She’s earned her place among 
America’s musical icons, and we look forward 
to celebrating 50 years of Opry membership 
with her next month.”
        Lynn credits Ernest Tubb and the Wilburn  
Brothers for her fi rst appearance on the Opry 
stage at the historic Ryman Auditorium. She 
sang her debut single I’m A Honky Tonk Girl 
that night, but says all she can remember 
about that fi rst performance is tapping her 
foot. As she exited the building, her husband 
“Doolittle” was said to have remembered her 
exclaiming, “I’ve sung on the Grand Ole Opry. 
I’ve sung on the Grand Ole Opry.”

Yoakam debuts new album track
         Dwight Yoakam previewed his 
forthcoming CD, “3 Pears,” by exclusively 
debuting A Heart Like Mine on RollingStone.
com.
The track, co-produced by Beck, is one of the 
12 songs off of his new album being released 
Sept. 18 on Warner Bros. Records. A few more 
select tracks will be debuted in coming weeks 
in advance of the album release. “3 Pears” is 
Yoakam’s 26th album.
Yoakam also just launched his album pre-sale 
on his website DwightYoakam.com.

Contest for High Schools and 
Colleges to earn $$ and Swift 
Concert for VH1 Storytellers
        Taylor Swift will perform an acoustic 
concert for a winning college or high school 
this fall as part of “VH1 Storytellers” series.
The contest is open to accredited colleges and 
high schools in the 48 continental U.S. states, 
and runs today (Aug. 21) through Sept. 23. 
Students can vote for their school and fi nd 
details of the contest now at 
www.taylorswiftoncampus.com. The top fi ve 
schools with the most votes will each receive a 

$10,000 grant for their music department from 
Swift and show sponsor Chegg’s philanthropic 
program, Chegg for Good, which inspires 
students to be a catalyst for change on their 
campus, in their communities and around the 
world.
The show will air on VH1 on Sunday, Nov. 11 
at 6 and 11 p.m. eastern/Pacifi c.

Judd resumes touring Thursday in 
wake of husband’s bike accident
        Wynonna Judd said Wednesday she 
would resume touring tomorrow following 
a motorcycle accident in which her husband 
and drummer Cactus Moser had part of his 
left leg amputated. She also thanked fans 
for their support. Moser and Judd went for 
a ride together on separate bikes before her 
scheduled concert in Deadwood, S.D. on Aug. 
18. Moser collided with an oncoming vehicle 
and was transported to a local hospital.
          “We continue to feel loved and 
supported by the outpouring of messages from 
people around the world,” Wynonna wrote 
on her web site Tuesday. “Cactus continues 
to improve every day as he begins his road to 
rehabilitation. We are looking forward to the 
day when we will be back together on stage 
again, and I believe we will be stronger than 
ever. Until then, I will be out on the road with 
the rest of the band while I wait lovingly and 
patiently for my husband to return to The Big 
Noise.”
          v“We have received hundreds of 
inquiries from people wanting to show support 
to Cactus in some way. In lieu of fl owers, gifts 
and cards, Cactus is asking for family, friends 
and fans to make a donation in his name to 
Homes For Our Troops, a non-profi t, non-
partisan organization committed to helping 
military personnel who have returned home 
with serious disabilities. Please visit www.
homesforourtroops.org/cactusmoser to learn 
more. Cactus will be notifi ed of every dollar 
donated in his name, and you can even include 
a message to him along with your donation.”
Judd resumes touring with her band The Big 
Noise this Thursday, Aug. 30 at Leelanau 
Sands Casino in Peshawbestwon, Mich. 
As promised, she also rescheduled shows 
originally scheduled for the week following 
the accident.

You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER,
Leader Dogs for the Blind

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!
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~ Rick Ray

Hmmm.....
        There are a lot of things that confuse 
me on a daily basis such as why is my hair 
going and where, and why does it grow on my 
ears and not on the top of my head?  Why do 
my feet not know where I’m going and just 
automatically step over things like dog poop?  
Who the hell gives people who can’t drive a 
driver’s license or a car?
        This last one became really annoying 
when my power steering fl uid kept running 
low and I’d lose my quick thinking steering 
ability and had to use new muscles in my 
shoulders and neck to veer away from 
smashing into these turds who can’t drive 
and decided to pull out in front of me and go 
reeeeealllly sloooow!
        “What the… UH… AHH… OUCH you 
rotten little bast… OH… UMPF… OW!” 
Then the verbal road rage would fl ow so 
fl uently from my lips as I look in the mirror 
to discover that there wasn’t a car behind me 
for miles and they could have waited 5 more 
seconds before pulling out in front of me to 
enter the friggen snail race they obviously 
were winning!

Sheesh I hate that!

        If you’ve ever had to drive a car without 
power steering you will know what I mean 
when I say I suddenly became aware of new 
aches and pains in places I never even knew 
muscles could grow!
        So after narrowly escaping death by the 
hand of a Snail Race driver a couple more 
times and quit putting power steering fl uid 
in the reservoir because my feet 
would get wet when the fl uid 
would just run right out onto 
the ground and I realized I 
was spending more money 
in power steering fl uid than 
I was gas, I decided to fi nd 
the leak and fi x it.
        Well the leak just so 
happened to be a rusted line 
that could not be repaired 
or replaced even by a 
super novice backyard 
mechanic such as 
myself, it would 
require a real mechanic 
and a couple hundred 

dollars to fi x… screw that!
         I decided to be a real man and drive 
without power steering!
        It’s been challenging to say the least, 
not only do I have to continuously veer from 
hitting the turds in the snail race, but also 
have learned not to just pull into a parallel 
parking place because some other assbags will 
park reeeeallly close to me and then I have to 
maneuver out of my parking spot… without 
power steering!
       “What the… UH… AHH… OUCH you 
rotten little bast… OH… UMPF… OW!”  I 
just want to step on the gas and smash into 
the car in front of me then put in reverse and 
smash into the car behind me then keep doing 
that until I’ve made enough room to maneuver 
my no power steering crap van out of the 
parking space!

Sheesh!

       This has been going on for a couple weeks
now and every time I come to a stop sign and 
have to make a turn it’s “UH… OUCH… 
OOO… OW!”  Then when I have to make a 
series of turns that’s really fun!  “OUCH… 
UMPF… OW!” Then “OOOUCH… OH… 
OW!” By the time I get home I feel as though 
I’ve just wrestled a dozen grizzly bears!
       Now I’m starting to look like a freak with 
big neck and shoulder muscles, a jelly belly 
and very little hair on my head because it’s 
moving onto my ears!  However I haven’t 
been stepping in dog poop lately because I’m 
putting pin fl ags next to the piles of canine 

excrement that say “POOP”!

Hmmm… time for a change!

~ Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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GRAND RIVER VALLEY CASK TASTING · September 15th · 12-5 p.m. 
A Progressive Food & Wine Tasting Event 

The cask project began as an idea in 2010 to have a continual red blend from the Grand River Val-
ley.   Each winery used a different 500 gallon oak barrel with vinifera grapes from their farm. Join 
us for our inaugural event as we pop the cork on our first vintage “Cask 1012 .  $6 pp at each win-
ery.  Join Debonne Vineyards, Ferrante Winery, Grand River Cellars, Laurello Vineyards, and St. 
Joseph Vineyards for an afternoon of wine sampling and tasty appetizers.  Call 440-298-9838 for 

more information 

 

Wednesday, September 12th 
Bring your dog out after 5 p.m. and enjoy an evening 
of live music and wine with your furry friend.  Every-
one who brings a dog will receive $1 off any food item 

(One discount per dog.)   

 
Make your reservations for our annual Clam or Steak 
Bakes.  Meola Catering will be offering the following 
dinner choices:  one dozen clams or 10 oz. Strip steak.  
In addition you will receive 1/2 chicken,  sweet potato, 

corn on the cob, clam chowder, tossed salad, roll & 
butter.  You can order an extra dozen clams for $9.  

Dinner will be served 6 - 7:30 p.m.  RESERVATIONS 
ARE REQUIRED 5 DAYS IN ADVANCE.  Stay the 
evening and enjoy entertainment starting at 7 p.m.  

This is a pre-paid, non-refundable ticket event. 
 

The Juice House will be opening  selling fresh 
pressed juice beginning September 8th  for 

your home winemaking needs. 

Wed., Sept. 5    Hit List 
Fri., Sept. 7      Gotta Play 
Sat., Sept. 8      Little Noise 
Sun., Sept. 9     Light of Day Duo 
 

Wed., Sept. 12  Uncharted Course 
Fri., Sept. 14    Marion Avenue 
Sat., Sept. 15    Hatrick 
Sun., Sept. 16   Cami & Cora 
 
Wed., Sept. 19  Hit List 
Fri., Sept. 21    Larry Smith 
Sat., Sept. 22    Whooz Playin 
Sun., Sept. 23   Dennis Ford 
 
Wed., Sept. 26  Tom Todd 
Fri., Sept. 28    Hatrick 
Sat., Sept. 29    Wixy 1260’s 
Sun., Sept. 30   Little Noise 

 

 

Music plays Wed. 6:30-10:30;  
Fri. 7-11 p.m.; Sat. 3:30-7:30 p.m.; 

Sun. 2:30-5:30 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY FRIDAY,  

SATURDAY, & SUNDAY 
Friday, September 7th  
Aretifex (Rock n Roll) 

Saturday, September 8th 
 Light of Day (Motown Rock) 

Sunday, September 9th 
 John Toula (Jazz) 

Friday, September 14th, 
Forsythe Special 

Saturday, September 15th 
Castaways (Rock n Roll) 
Sunday, September 16th 

Stan Miller (Jazz) 
 

Music plays Friday & Saturday from 
7:30-10:30 p.m.  

&  Sundays from 4-7. 

 


