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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery

RIB, STEAK, & CHICKEN DINNERS

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
5 - 9PM   Call for Reservations

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!

Four Rooms Complete with Private 
Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPENALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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Noble Art Entertainment Presents Charles DickensA Christmas Carol
        From the moment of arrival the mood is 
festive and the show kicks off with a reading 
of “Twas the Night Before Christmas” in a 
very nontraditional and humorous fashion. 
Most of the actors and actresses are also 
the wait staff allowing for a great deal of 
interaction with the guests.
        The fi rst scene of the Dickens story, 
with Scrooge (Rob Covert) and Bob Crachit 
(Mark Pendleton) working away on Christmas 
Eve day, reveals what’s to be an outstanding  
portrayal of the cold hearted Scrooge. Covert 
takes Scrooge beyond bah humbug to an 
intensely hateful man. Scrooge and Mr. 
Fezziwig are on opposite ends of the spectrum 
and my two favorite characters of the night. 
Brook Hall depicts Mr. Fezziwig as the silliest 
life of the party ever.
       Throughout dinner, the actors take on the 
task of a fully theatrical yet comic retelling of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol (adapted 
by Brook Collin Hall). The story is one of 
the most heartwarming and enduring classics 
of all time. Although Dickens originally 
wrote the morality tale as a potboiler to pay 
off a debt, upon its publication in 1843 the 
book became an instant success, selling over 
six thousand copies in one week. The story 
deals with two of Dickens’ recurring themes, 
poverty and social injustice, and touched a 
chord with the downtrodden.

The cast:
Rob Covert - Ebeneezer Scrooge
Brook Hall - Narration 
/ Poorhouse Man / The 
Ghost of Jacob Marley / Mr. 
Fezziwig / Mrs. Dilbur
Mark Pendleton - Bob 
Cratchit
Josie Kmiec - Mrs. Cratchit
Lorelei Hall - Lilly Cratchit 
/ The Ghost of Christmas 
Past / Walker Boy
Corey Woodard - Mrs. 
Fezziwig / The Ghost of 
Christmas Present
Ben Yeater - Nephew Fred 
/ The Ghost of Christmas 
Future
Sarah Cantrell - Mrs. Fred
Laura Lagania - Belle / 
Old Joe the pawnbroker

        The Historic Oak Room proves to be a 
perfect setting for the Victorian era with its 
original mahogany bar, and the hand-crafted 
oak panels and murals of European country 
scenes adorning the walls. Audience members 
were virtually transported back in time to the 
days of Merry Olde England, as they sip on 
authentic “intoxicants” of choice, perhaps a 
rum-spiked glass of eggnog or a gingerbread 
martini, while being entertained with holiday 
recitations, and songs of the era. In one of the 
more refl ective moments of the presentation 
Brook Hall does a beautiful rendition of 
Ave Maria. Guests are invited to sing along 
on some of the Carols and there is even a 
little audience participation for 12 Days of 
Christmas.
        The scrumptious Christmas feast was 
served in six courses, beginning with Artisan 
Cheeses & Crackers - a Selection of fl avored 
gourmet cheeses by Yancey’s Fancy Cheeses, 
served with assorted crackers.
The following is a list of the remaining 5 
courses: Vegetable Minestrone Soup fresh 
from the Firehouse Kitchen.
Apple & Gorgonzola Bruschetta
Fresh apples and imported cheese laid upon 
fresh baked baguette slices.
Crab Stuffed Flounder Delicate baked 
fl ounder, stuffed with crabmeat Hollandaise.
Main course Choice of one: Roast Baron of 
Sirloin with a Mushroom Duxelle OR 1/2 
Roast Chicken with a Cranberry glaze 
Dessert - Homemade Pumpkin Roll w/ 
whipped cream

       This year marks the sixth annual 
production of A Christmas Carol at the Oak 
Room, but every season the experience is 
unique – mixing it up with cast and music 
changes, and retelling the classic story a little 
differently. Little Lorelei Hall is a beautiful 
and charming addition to the cast this year 
as three different 
characters, which 
she portrayed 
perfectly. Each 
year the crowds 
have increased 
as people return 
with more and 
more friends and 
family, becoming 
a holiday tradition 
for some. Also this 
year, because this 
show has become 

increasingly popular, Noble Arts has added 
more show dates to accommodate the demand. 

*Please see the inside back cover for show 
dates, times and ticket information. All shows 
are by advanced reservation only.

By Sage Satori
Photos by Brandon Fako
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TA   E IIK
Playing 80’s Plus

A Little Before & After!

For Booking Call
330-889-0088

Fri. Dec. 7
Deer’s Leap, Geneva
7-11

Sat. Dec. 8
Green Eagle Winery
Courtland, OH
7-10
 
Sun. Dec. 9
Lakehouse Inn, GOTL
2-5
 
Dec. 14th & 22
Deer’s Leap, Geneva
7-11

www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

Check Out Our Video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=siwWk_2hELk

Vote For Your Abbey Rodeo Top 40 Songs
Write to us for your ballot at: 

abbeyrodeo@hotmail.com
Please take a peak at our

Web Site www.abbeyrodeo.com
We are approaching our

Ten-Year Anniversary

Saturday, December 22nd
Hooley House - Mentor

9:30 til Midnight
 

Saturday, January 5th, 2013
Hooley House - Brooklyn

9:30 til Midnight
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5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1:00am!
New Kids & Senior Menus Available

Open at 7am for Breakfast and
cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.

Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com
Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-12:30AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES! 

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to CustomerSupport@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks Every Day (Holidays Excluded)

HEATED SMOKING PATIO!

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

CHRISTMAS IS ALMOST HERE!

Thank you for your generosity in providing
Thanksgiving Dinner for our 3 adopted families!

We need to open our hearts once again 
for our 3 adopted families.

Please bring in your donations of 
non-perishables, gifts or cash.

CLOSED ON CHRISTMAS DAY - HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Enjoy the Classy Crooning of

Phil Turk

DJ/VJ and Karaoke to follow.
Our party theme celebrating
our survival of the end of the

world is "CEMETARY"
Rewards for appropriate costumes!

HOUSE OF BLUES® CONCERT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Annual Capricorn Party 
Terry Lee Goffee – The Ultimate Johnny 
Cash Tribute
Capricorns get in FREE with ID
Friday, January 4 * doors at 9:00 PM Tickets: 
$10 In Advance * 4-Packs: $32
On Sale: Friday, December 7 @ 10 AM
        When an artist has a lasting effect over 
future generations their 
music becomes timeless. 
Johnny Cash is one of 
those great American 
artists who played a 
large role infl uencing 
future songwriters. To 
honor his great impact 
on American country 
music, many performers 
have paid tribute to 
the Man in Black. One 
standout, Terry Lee 
Goffee, takes the idea of 
a tribute band to another 
level. Terry not only 
sings the classic Johnny Cash songs but also 
plays the role of Johnny Cash on stage. This 
approach makes the performance similar to 
a play, with Terry acting as Johnny Cash in 
dialogue and song. Terry Lee prides himself 
in giving the audience an understanding of 
Johnny Cash’s personality and experiencing 
the sons that changed country music. Terry 
Lee Goffee’s performance has been seen all 
across the United States, Canada, and Europe. 
With the passing of Johnny Cash, Terry Lee’s 
tribute is guaranteed to honor the legacy of a 
great American songwriter.
Artist Website: www.terryleegoffee.com

Trippin Billies – Dave Matthews Tribute
Friday, February 8 * doors at 8:00 PM Tickets: 
$10 In Advance * 4-Packs: $32
On Sale: Friday, December 7 @ 10 AM
       Born in the pubs on the north side of 
Chicago, Trippin Billies took to the stages of 
small rooms in the early nineties as an acoustic 
duo. It wasn’t long before lines grew too long 
for the small bars and calls started coming in 
from around the Midwest. As a result the band 
was forced to rise to the occasion, and they’ve 

done just that. Their talent, coupled with their 
mutual love of high energy performance, has 
allowed the band to become one of the most 
sought after Dave Matthews Tribute Bands in 
the nation.
Artist Website: www.trippinbillies.com

George Clinton & Parliament Funkadelic
Friday, February 15 * doors at 8:00 PM 
Tickets: $29.50 In Advance * 4-Packs: $90
On Sale: Friday, December 7 @ 10 AM

       George Clinton is an 
American musician and the 
principal architect of P-Funk. He 
was the mastermind of the bands 
Parliament and Funkadelic during 
the 1970s and early 1980s, and is 
a solo funk artist as of 1981. He 
has been called one of the most 
important innovators of funk 
music, next to James Brown and 
Sly Stone. Clinton is a member of 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 
inducted in 1997 with fi fteen 
other members of Parliament-
Funkadelic.
Artist Website: www.

georgeclinton.com

The  Light of Day Band from Cleveland 
will perform a Motown Christmas and 
traditional Holiday carols concert on 
Sunday, December 16,  2012 at 7:30pm at 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in downtown 
Ashtabula. The concert is free and open to 
the public and a pre-concert dessert bar will 
be offered before the concert at 6:30pm and 
a “Meet-the-Artist” reception follows the 
recital. All events are free and open to the 
public. Sponsored by the Fine Arts Concert 
Committee of the Church. FMI phone 440-
992-8100 or visit www.stpetersashtabula.org. 
Address for GPS/mapquest: 4901 Main Ave., 
zip 44004.

Rascal Flatts “Changed Tour” Continues 
Into 2013  With Special Guest The Band 
Perry and Kristen Kelly 
Friday, February 22 at The Covelli Centre 
in Youngstown
       Super group Rascal Flatts announced they 
will extend their Farmers Insurance Presents 
“Changed Tour” with a winter leg of 20 dates 

starting January 10 in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
Special guest The Band Perry and Kristen 
Kelly will join Rascal Flatts for the 2013 leg 
of the tour. 
       Rascal Flatts is known for their highly 

energetic performances and state-of-the-art 
production. The Minneapolis Star shared, 
“country music’s best-selling trio of all time 

brought lots of harmonies, a little humor 
and imaginative video. They came across 
as committed, fun-loving, crowd-pleasing 
entertainers.” And the Orange County Register 
claimed Rascal Flatts performance of “What 

Hurts The Most” in their encore at 
the mid-September show at Verizon 
Amphitheater “defi nitely helped put the 
show over the top as the best country 
performance of the fading summer 
season.” 
Reserved Tickets: $74.75 and $49.75 
Tickets go on sale Friday, December 
7 at 10am and will be available at 
www.LiveNation.com, all Ticketmaster 
locations or charge by phone at (800) 
745-3000.

Want a different version of Christmas 
standards?
The Iveys Celebrate the Holidays with 

New Christmas Album
        Texas-based band tackles standards and 

~Continued on Page 10
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By Donniella Winchell

DEER IN THE VINEYARDS

440-259-5077

Hours:

Join us for Live Entertainment

 

 

Christmas Party
 

The Relay!

www.theoldmillwinery.com

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tues-Thur 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

With purchase
of beverage.
Dine-in only, please.

ENJOY PASTA WHILE LISTENING TO OPEN MIC!

Hosted by Susie Hagan

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Mon- Closed

Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Join us for

ALL BEERS, DOMESTIC OR IMPORT  $1.99

Thurs, Dec. 6: Evergreen
Fri, Dec. 7: Incahootz

Sun, Dec. 9: Open mic w/GPS
Thurs, Dec. 13: Jim & Rob
Fri, Dec. 14: The Relay
Sat, Dec. 15: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, Dec. 16: Open mic w/
    Tom Todd
Thurs, Dec. 20: Ethan Legeré
Fri, Dec. 21: TBA
Sat, Dec. 22: Ernest T Band
Sun, Dec. 23: Open mic w/
   Lou, Patrick & Maureen

COLLECTION
SITE

Join us for our 2-Year Anniversary
 of Open Mic Wed., Dec. 12th!

www.deersleapwine.com

Tasting Room Bands Fri. & Sat.

EER’S LEAP WINERY

BBBa

R’S EAPPPP II
Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Ta  e II
 Uncharted Course
 Ta  e II

 Ta  e II
 Ta  e II
 First Class

Big screen football

50¢ Tacos

35¢ Wings

“Ladies Night” Half

k

k

k
k

        We are in the midst of hunting season.  
And northeast Ohio is a destination known for 
its trophy white tail bucks.  Philosophically, 
some are opposed to hunting, others see 
that keeping the herd healthy requires some 
culling.  However, whether you are distressed 
by the sport or are an avid hunting enthusiast, 
from a grape grower’s perspective too large 
of a deer population can create havoc among 
the vines.   Sometimes, after other options are 
exhausted, hunting deer is essential to protect 
growers’ livelihoods.
       It is important to remember that ‘wine 
is born in the vineyard’ and without great 
grapes and attentive farmers, we’d all be 
either drinking water or some pretty bad/
faulty wine.  And a large deer population can 
create problems.  Those graceful, elegant 
creatures are beautiful to watch as we travel 
through Wine Country (unless of course they 
meet us head on as we drive along a rural 
road).  But over population of white tails 
is a real problem for farmers generally and 
winegrowers specifi cally.  
      Grapevines provide a wide range of 
seasonal food for deer.  In the fall, the yet to 
be harvested fruit helps prepare a herd for 
the long coming winter.  When grapes are 
left to hang in the hope that ice wine can be 
produced, the grower will wrap his vines in 
‘bird’ netting, which also somewhat deters 
deer foraging.  But after a few blustery 
December days, the hanging grapes will 
be ravaged.   In the spring, after a long and 
protracted winter, the tiny young shoots 
provide a high protein, very tasty source 

of food.    Since a one hundred pound deer 
can (and will, if it available) eat about 3% 
of its own weight a day, it could devour the 
equivalent of a small garbage bag of grapes 
tiny leaves in a single twenty four hour 
period.  The equivalent in mature fruit could 
be 50 pounds or more.  In newly established 
vineyards, deer are especially attracted to 
young vines with their tender leaves and 
pliable canes.  When growers plant those new 
vineyard plots, it is absolutely essential to 
protect them.  
       Various techniques are used to mitigate 
damage.  In southern Ohio, especially in the 
most rural areas, growers erect tall [8-10] 
posts and high strength fencing around the 
vineyard.  While it is not practical for large 
plantings, when the vineyard is only 10-15 
acres, it is usually cost effective.  (Although, 
even fencing this tall is not fool-proof.  On 
a visit a couple of years ago to one of our 
Appalachian counties,  I actually watched a 
doe and two young bucks jump a fence and 
happily bound among the rows, stopping 
frequently to munch on the goodies.)  Some 
wineries use man’s best friend to control 
damage both from deer and birds.  Loud 
barking and playful chasing of a small group 
of deer by a large dog will surely discourage 
peaceful nibbling on the vines.  Some growers 
collect hair from a local barber shop and 
spread it around their vines, hoping that 
human odors will dissuade the deer.  I have 
even seen one thrifty and creative grower 
hanging little bars of partially used hotel 
soaps on hooks at the end of several rows.  
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

 
Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Gift
 Certificates...

Book your Fall & Winter getaway at our
Bed & Breakfast! Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites!

Live Entertainment 
           Phil Turk

Take II 
Phil Turk

Julie Slattery

Hours: Wed-Sat 11:30AM-9PM
Sunday 12PM-7PM

Winery Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 12PM-6PM

...make great gifts! 
We have something for
everyone on your list!

(When asked about its effi cacy, he shared he 
believed it helped.)  Some viticulturists use 
noisy ‘cannons’ to scare away both birds and 
deer.  In some places, where a farmer has 
enough acreage, he will plant a ‘food plot’ 
some distance from his vines to encourage 
the deer to eat the alfalfa, beans and clovers. 
Deer also LOVE roses. While it may look 
lovely to have those red bushes at the end of 
the rows  (in Europe they were used to predict 
disease infestations before their vines could 
be damaged) in areas where deer pressure 
is intense university advisors recommend 
getting rid of them so as not to attract more 
attention than otherwise would happen.  Wine 
trade journals advertise electronic growling 
and barking sound speakers and large kites 
which look like eagles or other predator 
birds suspended on end posts.   There are 
also ads for electric fencing (again, probably 
prohibitively expensive for large vineyards).
        So while deer are certainly beautiful to 
watch, and most growers are willing to share a 
little of their crop, when white tail populations 
explode and a long hard winter puts pressure 
on an entire herd, grape growers must be 
vigilant to protect their vines and fruit from 
total destruction.  

For more information, 
dwinchell@ohiowines.org

Buccia
 Vineyard

440-593-5976

WE WILL SHIP!

www.bucciavineyard.com

or bring your own snacks!

 

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Tannenbaum Trail
Dec. 7, 8, 14 & 15

Contact OWPA. 

Mulled Wine with Brandy
 
3c water
1c sugar
1 lemon peel
1 cinnamon stick
15 cloves
1 bottle red wine
1/4 c brandy
 
        Simmer all but wine and brandy in a 
cooking pot for 10 minutes. Add in the wine 
and heat back up until warm to the touch. Do 
not boil. Add in brandy and let sit for a while 
to absorb the fl avors. Serve warm.
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By Cat Lilly

Hours: 3pm-1am Weekdays
11am-1am Weekends (Open for Lunch)

Closed Sundays

FRIDAYS
KARAOKE

  

$3 Margaritas & Mojitos
$2 16 oz. Drafts

$1.50 Domestic Bottles

while the free accompanying CD offers a fi ne 
selection of material from artists like Blind 
Willie Johnson (“Dark Was The Night, Cold 
Was The Ground”); Blind Blake (“Diddie 
Wa Diddie”); Charlie Patton (“Frankie and 
Albert”); Memphis Minnie and Kansas 
Joe McCoy (“What’s The Matter With The 
Mill?”); and Blind Lemon Jefferson (“Peach 
Orchard Mama”) as well as super-rare tracks 
from Lil McClintock, Hi Henry Brown, Blind 
Willie Davis, and Freddie Spruell, among 
others.

Blues Revue magazine subscription
Photo courtesy Blues Revue magazine
There are just a couple of blues music print 
publications 
available for fans 
to expand their 
knowledge and 
enjoyment of the 
music (beyond 
About.com Blues, 
of course). Although 
they all have their 
charms, the long-
running Blues 
Revue provides 
great blues and roots music coverage, in-depth 
artist interviews, even song notation for those 
who want to play the blues themselves. Plus, 
subscribers receive several sampler CDs each 
year of new music. 

Cotton Exchange LP subscription
Photo courtesy The Cotton Exchange
If you want to give the old-school blues fan 
on your list a really great gift, look no further 
than The Cotton Exchange. Run by label 
executive and blues fan David Katznelson of 
Birdman and Sutro Park Records, The Cotton 
Exchange gives 
subscribers 
eight great 
vinyl reissues 
of classic old 
blues albums 
for a mere 
$100 per year, 
postpaid, sent 
quarterly. These 
days it costs upwards of $20 to get your 
vinyl groove on with a single new album, 
making The Cotton Exchange a real steal at 

Holiday Gift Guide
Black Friday has come and gone and the 
holidays are fi rmly upon us. Whether you’re 
looking for blues-related goodies for yourself, 
or you need ideas to buy for the blues 
music fans on your list, here are ten highly 
recommended blues gifts for 2012:

B.B. King’s ‘Ladies & Gentlemen...Mr. B.B. 
King’ CD box set
Photo courtesy Universal Music
This is a B.B. King fan’s dream come true, 
a ten-disc collection celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of 
the guitarist’s 
signing with 
ABC-Paramount 
Records. The 
collection comes 
packaged in 
a deluxe box 
including a 
72-page gilded 
hardback book. 
Two discs document King’s early recordings 
for labels like Bullet, Modern/RPM, and Kent 
Records while the other eight CDs cover the 
enormous wealth of material the prolifi c artist 
recorded for ABC-Paramount, Bluesway, and 
Impulse Records plus unreleased singles and 
live tracks. If you don’t want to drop a C-note 
on your gift, a cheaper four-disc version will 
also be available.

Blues Images 2013 Calendar
Photo courtesy Blues Images
It’s not too late to pick up a Blues Images 
2013 calendar for your wall, or the wall of a 
loved one! This 
annual blues 
datebook features 
a different bit of 
historic, vintage 
advertising 
artwork on the 
page of each 
month, as well 
as important 
dates like artist’s 
birthdays. The 2013 calendar is perhaps 
their best yet, focusing on religious themes 
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Joe Bonamassa’s ‘Beacon Theatre: Live 
From New York’ CD or DVD
Photo courtesy J&R Adventures
Documenting popular blues-rock guitarist Joe 
Bonamassa’s sold-out 
two-night stand at the 
historic New York City 
venue, the electrifying 
performance is 
available both on 
DVD and CD for 
the hardcore fan. 
Bonamassa’s special 
guests for these shows include singer 
Beth Hart, with whom he recorded the 
acclaimed Don’t Explain album, as well as 
Americana legend John Hiatt and classic 
rock legend Paul Rodgers.Beacon Theatre: 
Live From New York on CD or DVD offers 
20 songs from the two-night performance 
as well as fan favorites and material from 
Bonamassa’s best-selling Dust Bowl album.

Bessie Smith – ‘The Complete Columbia 
Recordings’ (Legacy Recordings)
Photo courtesy Legacy Recordings
Pushed back a week by the label, this ten-
disc set pillages the vaults for every song 
of note recorded 
by Bessie Smith, “The 
Empress of the Blues,” 
between 1923 and 1932. 
Commemorating the 
75th anniversary of 
Smith’s tragic death and 
the 90th anniversary of 
her signing to the label, 
the set revises the fi ve two-disc volumes 
of The Complete Bessie Smith that Columbia 
released during the early 1990s. The last two 
discs of this new box set includes rare music 
from the 1929 short fi lm St. Louis Blues as 
well as documentary interviews recorded by 
writer Chris Albertson, the leading authority 
on Smith’s career and the author of Bessie, the 
book a Blues Hall of Fame literary inductee. 

R. Crumb’s ‘Heroes of the Blues, Jazz & 
Country’ book/CD set
Photo courtesy Price Grabber
This beautiful 240-page hardback book 
collects all of the illustrations from Robert 
Crumb’s acclaimed 
“Heroes of the Blues,” 
“Early Jazz Greats” and 
“Pioneers of Country 
Music” trading card sets 
between two covers. 
A labor of love for the 
infamous underground 
cartoonist and collector 
of antique music, 

Crumb’s heartfelt portraits of his favorite 
blues, jazz, and country/hillbilly musicians 
are accompanied by text from writers Stephen 
Calt and David Jasen. The book includes a CD 
of “old time” music hand-picked by Crumb 
himself.

Terry Abrahamson’s ‘In The Belly Of The 
Blues’ book
Photo courtesy Rolling Fork Publishers
Like many of us, Terry Abrahamson became 
enamored of the blues at an early age; in his 
case, it was the face-to-face experience of 
seeing the great Howlin’ Wolf perform live. 
As he attended blues shows in his native 
Chicago more frequently, Abrahamson began 
carrying his camera with him...fi rst a small 
Kodak Instamatic with a fl ashbulb, later a 
35mm Minolta SLR, and he took photos...a 
lot of them. Along with the photographs he 
took through the years, Abrahamson also has a 
lifetime of memories, some of which he shares 
in the pages of his In the Belly of the Blues, 
a short but sharp 
read with a wealth 
of rare, previously-
unpublished 
photos of legends 
like Muddy Waters, 
Howlin’ Wolf, and 
many others.

what amounts to $12.50 per platter for some 
hot titles that have been long out-of-print 
on CD, if they were ever made available in 
the fi rst place. The calendar year 2012 has 
brought subscribers vintage vinyl from artists 
like Skip James, Bukka White and Jessie Mae 
Hemphill, so who knows what great music 
awaits in 2013?

Gov’t Mule’s ‘The Georgia Bootleg Box’ 
CD box set
Photo courtesy Evil Teen Records
For the blues-rock guitar fan on your gift list, 
look no further 
than Gov’t 
Mule’s’s 
enormous The 
Georgia 
Bootleg Box. 
Guitarist Warren 
Haynes and 
band dropped 
a bomb on bootleggers and tape traders by 
delivering hardcore fans this very cool (and 
budget-priced) six-disc live set. The Georgia 
Bootleg Box collects three previously-
unreleased live shows from the original 
Gov’t Mule power-trio originally recorded 
in Georgia in 1996 and featuring songs from 
what would become the band’s debut as 
well as material that would show up on later 
albums like Dose.

Gregg Allman’s ‘My Cross To Bear’ book
Photo courtesy William Morrow
Gregg Allman’s biography, My Cross to 
Bear, is a fascinating read, full of inside 
perspective and often-humorous stories that 
cover the singer and songwriter’s lengthy and 
storied career. Allman’s 
tale is written in his own 
colloquial voice, lending 
a folksy Southern feel 
to the story, and the 
artist is refreshingly and 
tellingly self-effacing. 
He gives credit where 
credit is due, and pays 
tribute to infl uences and 
friends like songwriter 
John Loudermilk and guitarists Jimi 
Hendrix and Stevie Ray Vaughan, among 
many others but, most of all, Allman 
recognizes that he’s lived a truly charmed 
life. My Cross to Bear is essential reading for 
any Gregg Allman/Allman Brothers Band or 
blues-rock fan.
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original material on The Iveys Christmas
 Sibling pop/rockers The Iveys will wrap up 
a busy year -- one that included the release of 
their second album, Days & Nights, as well as 
two nationwide tours -- by issuing their fi rst 
Christmas album, The Iveys Christmas, was 
released on November 27.
 “Ever since we were little kids, Christmas 
music has always been a huge part of our 
lives,” explains Arlen Ivey, who co-founded 
the band with sisters Jessica and Jillian. 
“Every December, that’s when the CD player 
would be playing our favorite Christmas tunes. 
We hope that people will enjoy our versions of 
these classic songs for years to come, and that 
listening to our cd will become a part of their 
Christmas traditions, too.”
 The Iveys Christmas mixes holiday standards 
such as “Feliz Navidad,” “Away in a Manger” 
and “Silent Night” with non-traditional 
material, including a harmony-drenched 
version of the Goo Goo Dolls’ hit, “Better 
Days.” The album also includes an Iveys 
original, “Mary’s Little Boy.”
The result is a seven-song album that 
celebrates the holidays while still showcasing 
the band’s signature sound, recently described 
by The Dallas Morning News as “folk-
pop with some rock edge and synthesized 
wizardry, but mostly it’s just refreshing.”

At Arts Collinwood 
Holiday Art Sale
Friday, Saturday, Sunday Dec 7, 8, 9
The Arts Collinwood Holiday Art Sale has 
been a favorite holiday shopping place for 
quite some years now. It gets a little better 
every year, and adds a new twist this year, 
Teddy bears. Plus a fi rst look at the new 
format of the Cafe at Arts Collinwood: the 
Caribbean-themed New Callalloo Cafe.
If this is your fi rst visit, expect a gallery 
crammed with paintings, photos, pottery, 
glass, textiles, glass, jewelry (jewelry 
and more jewelry) plus such oddments as 
handmade soap, paper or honey, quirky 
baby toys, recycled bike-part sculptures, tree 
ornaments, even chocolates. The sale will be 
open to the public on Friday and Saturday Dec 
7 & 8, 11am-11pm; and on Sunday Dec 9, 
11am-5pm. 
And Teddy Bear Tea Party
Sunday Dec 9
         In the adjoining café, this year, a 
distinguished pianist (Stuart Raleigh, retired 
Director of Choral Activities at Baldwin-

Wallace Conservatory of Music) will be 
playing holiday tunes while children with their 
favorite Teddy bears enjoy a delicious child-
themed tea, carols and a special holiday craft, 
and their parents shop in peace. $15 each, 
reservations required. 3 pm

3rd Annual “Jingle Jam” at The Kent Stage
        Music America announced that it will be 
participating as a sponsor for the Third Annual 
Jingle Jam, presented by the band Aliver Hall 
and The Kent Stage.  This year’s event will 
be a two-night indoor, festival-style concert, 
taking place December 6th and December 7th, 
2012 at The Kent Stage, 175 E. Main St., 
Kent, Ohio.  The Kent Stage is one of the 
area’s premier music venues that regularly 
hosts concerts by local, regional, and national 
acts.
       Thursday, December 6th will feature the 
groups – Jones For Revival, Tropidelic, Dave 
Hammer’s Power Supply, and The Bee’s 
Trees.  Doors will open at 8 p.m., and the 
show will start at 9 p.m.  On Friday, December 
7th the lineup includes Boogie Matrix, The 
Stage Coach Robbery, Yosemight, and of 
course, Aliver Hall.
       The show is being presented by Aliver 
Hall and the Kent Stage is association with 
MusicAmerica, Little Fish Records, Tribal 
Connection, and RCR Recording Studios.  
For more information, 
visit www.thekentstage.com .  

~ Continued from Page 5
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Slick is the lead guitarist for Jefferson Starship. Slick is in 
need of a liver transplant and has a 50/50 chance of survival 
over the next two years without one. There are no mincing 
words with something this serious. He needs our help as his 

insurance only goes so far and it is a matter of life or 
death. Talking by phone from his home in New Jersey 
where Hurricane Sandy was bearing down, Slick 
shares his past, his present and his hopes for the future.

By Helen Marketti

        “I’ve always had the music bug in 
me,” says Slick. “It all started with The 
Beatles and The Kinks, all of the classic 
rock stuff. I spent a lot of time listening 
to all of those bands back then. While I was 
growing up, my dad always played the piano 
and he used to play all of these great show 
songs from South Pacifi c to I Left My Heart 
in San Francisco and just about everything 
from that era.”
     He continues, “I actually became 
interested in the guitar by watching Ricky 
Nelson on “The Ozzie & Harriet” show 
during the late 50s. It was usually at the 
end of the show where Ricky would do a 
song or two with his band. He had guitarist 
James Burton in his band and then Elvis had 
Scotty Moore and I thought that was cool. I 
fi rst played guitar by ear and then I decided 
to go to college at Miami Dade and major 
in music. When I was eleven years old, I 
was playing in teen clubs and the youngest 
member in the band. We were living in 
Panama at the time because my dad was 
stationed there while serving in the Army.”
     Slick shares the story of how he got his 
nickname. “When I was in college, I was 
taking private lessons and then started doing 
session work around Miami. I had some 
teachers who were showing me all kinds of 
great stuff on the guitar. I was usually the 
youngest guy in the band at that time so I 
would then go to band rehearsals and say to 
the guys, “Hey, check this out, this is what I 
learned today!” and then I would play. A few 
of the guys would say, “Wow, that’s pretty 
slick!” After a few times of that, whenever 
I showed up for rehearsals some of the guys 
would say, “Here comes Slick!” and that’s 
how it all got started. It does sound like a 
cool rock and roll name (laughs) but then 
you have to remember that someone else 
in rock already has that name, Grace Slick 
(Jefferson Airplane, Jefferson Starship). Sure 
enough there are two Slicks then!”
     Over the past 35 years, Slick has played 
with many artists such as KC & The 
Sunshine Band, David Crosby (The Byrds & 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young) Marty Balin 
(Jefferson Airplane), KBC (Paul Kantner, 
Marty Balin & Jack Casady from Jefferson 

Airplane) 
and Jefferson 

Starship. Slick’s smooth talent at guitar has 
earned him a lasting spot with some key 
fi gures in the classic rock circuit. “At fi rst 
it was pretty cool because you’re kind of in 
awe. When I was young, my band played 
“Turn, Turn, Turn” by The Byrds and then 
years later I’m playing with David Crosby. 
However you do get over that initial feeling 
rather quick because you have a job to do.”
     As we were talking about the classic 
rock genre, Slick pauses for a moment to 
talk about Jefferson Airplane specifi cally. 
“Jefferson Airplane was together for seven 
years which isn’t that long at all but look at 
the impact that band made. We also have to 
remember back then there still weren’t as 
many bands around as there are now. During 
that time, there were two powerful female 
singers, one was Janis Joplin and the other 
was Grace Slick. These girls were hard-core 
rock, which made people want to attend their 
gigs and check ‘em out.”
     Longevity of a music career is described 
by Slick in this way, “I look at each night 
as though I just played the songs for the 
fi rst time (Jefferson Starship). Paul Kantner 
has always told me that I don’t need to 
play exactly how someone else played on 
a song. I don’t need to copy what they did 
and for him to tell me that gave me the 
room I needed to breathe because being 
like someone else is not who I am or how 
I do things. When you’re onstage you’re 
feeling the good vibes, you’re having fun 
and putting that energy into the music. It’s 
a different town every night with a different 
crowd. I put in everything I have when I play 
these songs.”
     His voice becoming serious, Slick said, 
“For now my run with them is probably done 

due to my health issues. I’m unable to tour 
right now. I’ve got a pretty hard road in front 
of me.”
     Slick has been diagnosed with Hepatitis 
C and is in need of a liver transplant. He has 
been given a 50/50 chance for survival over 
the next two years if he does not receive 
one. Slick explains, “During the last nine 
months or so I started to notice my hands 
were cramping up and at fi rst I thought it 

Mark “Slick”Aguilar, lead guitarist for Jefferson Starship 
Photo Credit: Mike Thut
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Review by Pete Roche

Art Garfunkel The Singer
Anthology
        Art Garfunkel has more than a few inches 
on sometime-partner Paul Simon, but the 
diminutive half of one of pop music’s greatest 
duos went on to eclipse his counterpart after 
their acrimonious 1971 split.  
        Not that rhymin’ Simon’s fame and 
fortune is unwarranted.  On the contrary, 
the soft-spoken bard from the Big Apple 
has notched dozens of terrifi c tunes over the 
years, and albums like Graceland and So 
Beautiful or So What melded some of the 
globe’s most intriguing sounds with sublime—
and distinctly American—folk storytelling.  
Simon’s chart-toppers and signature 
tunes have been repeatedly collected 
on compilations like Negotiations 
and Love Songs and Greatest Hits: 
Shining Like a National Guitar. 
        Now fans fi nally get a proper 
Garfunkel anthology to add to their 
libraries.
         Sure, Sony released 
Garfunkel’s Simply the Best in 1998.   
Then Columbia followed with a 
Garfunkel-themed disc in 2010 
as part of its ongoing Playlist hits 
series.  But there’s never been an Art 
anthology as comprehensive—or 
rewarding—as Columbia Legacy’s 
The Singer, a 2-CD set spanning and 
featuring 34 tracks handpicked by 
the tenor himself.  Released near the 
end of Garfunkel’s seventieth year, 
it is an overdue career retrospective 
that thrusts the man’s angelic voice 
front and center. Casual fans will 
recall those heavenly Simon and 
Garfunkel harmonies, but they’ll also pick up 
on a few sweet songs they missed in the late 
Seventies and early Eighties, when Simon 
was dominating spotlights and guesting on 
The Muppet Show.  The Singer is Legacy’s 
Garfunkelized sequel to its 2011 Simon 
survey, The Songwriter.  
        The set boasts original album versions 
of Art-led Simon and Garfunkel classics like 
“April Come She Will,” “Scarborough Fair / 
Canticle,” “So Long Frank Lloyd Wright,” and 
“For Emily, Wherever I May Find Her.” 1964 
breakthrough hit “The Sound of Silence” is 
accounted for, as is the still-breathtaking track 

from the duo’s fi nal studio album, Bridge Over 
Troubled Water.  And while Simon handled 
lead vocal on the Sounds of Silence rendition 
of “Kathy’s Song,” Garfunkel sang it during 
their 2003-04 Old Friends Tour, which yields 
the recording heard here.
       The compendium also carries 
ambassadors from almost all Art’s solo 
efforts—from 1973’s Angel Clare (“Barbara 
Allen”) through 2007’s Some Enchanted 
Evening (“I’ve Grown Accustomed to 
Her Face”). Two songs represent his 2002 
songwriting collaboration with Buddy 
Mondlack and Maia Sharp (“Perfect 
Moment,” “The Thread”).  Two feature fellow 
Rock and Roll Hall of Famer James Taylor.  
Two more (“Lena” and “Long Way Home”) 

were recorded specifi cally for this offering—
before Garfunkel’s recent bout (and recovery 
from) vocal paresis.  There’s even a pair of 
Christmas songs (“O Come All Ye Faithful” 
and “The Decree”).  
       The Singer places due emphasis on 
Garfunkel’s distinctive choirboy vocals:  His 
eloquent phrasing, airy infl ection, and breezy 
delivery.  But the songs were written by some 
of the top names in the business.  Grammy-
winning composer Jimmy Webb submits “In 
Cars,” “Scissors Cut,” and “All I Know—
which Art renders with ardent anguish.  “I 
Only Have Eyes for You” arrives courtesy 

Harry Warren and Al Dubin (who penned 
the standard for the 1934 musical Dames). 
“Disney Girls” is the work of Beach 
Boys member Bruce Johnston, who 
accompanies Garfunkel on piano (with 
Toni Tennille singing backup).  The 
late Kenny Rankin authored “I Wonder 
Why,” from 1988’s Lefty.
        Garfunkel’s trip down memory 
lane likewise includes cameos by 
some of the best musicians in jazz 
and soft rock.  Saxophonist Michael 
Brecker wails on “A Heart in New 
York” and is joined by fl autist Jeremy 
Steig on Percy Sledge uber-ballad “When a 
Man Loves a Woman” (which Art croons with 
hushed, romantic restraint).  David Crosby 

and Graham Nash check in on 1975’s 
“Breakaway.”  Then there’s that J.T. 
fellow, who fi ngerpicks his guitar and 
lends his rich pipes to Sam Cooke 
oldie-but-goodie “(What a) Wonderful 
World.”  Plucked from a repressing 
of 1978 LP Watermark, the song also 
features sweet falsetto by Simon—
making for an infectious three-part 
all-star harmony.  Taylor also duets 
with Garfunkel for a cover of Everly 
Brothers’ hit “Crying in the Rain” (from 
1993’s Up ‘til Now).  And yes, that’s 
CSN / Bob Seger guitarist Dean Parks 
on one of the new songs.
        “What is the singing voice to me?” 
Garfunkel muses in his liner notes.
       “A name, a skill, or a fl ag I see?  A 
certain thrill—the gift of glide, the ride 
on the cusp of emotion, uplift from the 
heart to the cords, love for the song, for 
the sound.”
       Spanning over forty years, The 
Singer is a treasure trove of Garfunkel, 

cantor and poet—from his early repertoire 
(Wednesday Morning, 3AM) and leading 
man middle years (Breakaway) to his recent 
work with new writers and some old friends 
(Everything Waits to Be Noticed).  And all S & 
G collections are left wanting without it.   
www.artgarfunkel.com 
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Hammond B-3 Master: Cleveland’s 
own Eddie Baccus Sr.
        One of the senior statesmen of the 
Cleveland Jazz Scene, organist Eddie Baccus 
Sr. has set the standard locally since the early 
1960’s.  Like the late great Jimmy Smith, 
Baccus is a virtuoso on the Hammond B-3, 
equally adept 
at soul jazz and 
bebop.  In many 
ways Eddie Baccus 
Sr. has been to 
Cleveland’s jazz 
scene, what the 
late Robert Jr. 
Lockwood was 
to the local blues 
scene; he has been 
a leader, mentor, 
and the soul of the 
community for 
many years.  
        Although his name has been highly 
regarded and respected in the Cleveland 
jazz arena for decades, his work has only 
been documented infrequently.  In 1962, 
Baccus recorded the “Feel Real” album with 
former schoolmate, saxophonist Roland 
Kirk, on Smash Records.  Baccus and Kirk 
were schoolmates at the Ohio School of 
the Blind and their sessions together in the 
old Euclid and 105th area are the stuff of 
local legends. Kirk would go on to national 
acclaim before his untimely death in the late 
70’s. His other recording is a session done 
with Joe Lovano in the mid 1980’s entitled 
“Hometown Sessions”.
         Although he has not gone on to greater 
glory playing the national circuit, Baccus 
Sr. has been a major infl uence upon, and 
mentor to countless Cleveland jazz musicians, 
perhaps most notably Joe Lovano, Ernie 
Krivda, and more recently, his son, Eddie 
Baccus Jr. 
         Joining Eddie Baccus Sr. for his 
appearance at Nighttown will be an All-Star 
Cleveland lineup, featuring Cecil Rucker on 
the vibes; Eddie Sr. has frequently appeared 
with Cecil’s group Good Vibes.  Billy Artis 
on guitar; many will remember Billy from 
his days backing the late great Bill Doggett at 
the Theatrical in downtown Cleveland.  Perry 
Williams III on drums; Perry is a veteran 
on the soul jazz circuit and has worked with 
Eddie Sr. and Cecil extensively. Plus John 
(J.J.) James on sax.
       Don’t miss Hammond B-3 wizard Eddie 
Baccus Sr. and his All-Star Cleveland Quintet 
live at Nighttown at 7 pm. on Wednesday 
December 26th.

World-renowned percussionist and 
Cleveland Native, Jamey Haddad
       A world-class musician, Jamey 
Haddad, is active as both a performing 

artist and educator.  He has performed and 
recorded with a diverse group of high profi le 
musicians including Simon and Garfunkel, 
Paul Simon, Yo Yo Ma, Dawn Upshaw, Carly 
Simon, and Betty Buckley.  Haddad has been 
a professional jazz musician for over 25 
years, and was an instructor to, and recorded 

with Grammy winning 
jazz sensation Esperenza 
Spalding.
       Haddad wears many 
hats; he is a highly regarded 
jazz drummer, has invented 
and patented several 
percussion instruments, and 
has performed shows with 
musicians spanning four 
different continents. 
        An author and lecturer, 
he is considered an authority 
on musical cultures and their 

rhythmic base. Currently, Jamey is teaching 
at the Berklee School of Music, The New 
England Conservatory, Oberlin College, and 
the Cleveland Institute of Music.  Haddad 
manages this impressive role as an educator 
while continuing to tour as the leader of his 
own group, and as a special guest, nationally 
and internationally. 
       Join Jamey Haddad as he returns from 
touring with Paul Simon, to Cleveland, for 
2 shows at Nighttown on Friday, December 
28th and Saturday, December 29th at 8:30 pm.
  Learn more about Jamey Haddad at 
www.jameyhaddadmusic.com.

Ring in the New Year with 
Cleveland’s own Dominick 
Farinacci  
        Quincy Jones said, “this kid is 360 
degrees” after Dominick performed for him 
in Bel Air.  Upon releasing his fi rst U.S. 
CD, “Lovers, Tales & Dances” Farinacci 
was invited to perform at the 02 in London, 
opening for British stars Jamie Cullum and 
Jeff Beck.  In response to selections recorded 
with strings on his last release, he appeared at 
Severance Hall with the Cleveland Orchestra 
for their 2010 Gala.  
         Dominick Farinacci’s climb to stardom 
began at the age of 17, when he was asked 
by Wynton Marsalis to perform with him on 
a PBS Special at Lincoln Center.  Shortly 
thereafter, Farinacci was selected as one of 
18 musicians worldwide to be part of the 
inaugural class of the Jazz Studies Program at 
The Juilliard School. 
         Dominick has headlined at many 
major festivals and clubs both nationally 
and internationally including Dizzy’s Club 
Coca Cola, Birdland, Yoshi’s, Scullers, 
the Monterey Jazz Festival, the Detroit 
International Jazz Festival, the Tri-C JazzFest 

By Don Perry

and both the Toronto and Montreal Jazz 
Festivals in Canada.  He has toured Japan 
regularly since 2003, and has performed in 
Korea, Switzerland, Italy and the United 
Kingdom
         In addition to gaining worldwide 
recognition both as a performer and recording 
artist, Dominick has been newly appointed 
as the 2011-2012 Artist in Residence at the 
Creative Center for the Arts in Cleveland, a 
new state-of-the-art educational facility that 
houses the Tri-C Jazz Studies Program and the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Archives.  Here 
he will continue to develop and implement his 
new educational outreach program around the 
region and further establish partnerships with 
prestigious national organizations
        Don’t miss Dominick Farinacci for 2 
shows at Nighttown on New Years Eve, 
December 31st. at 8 and 10 pm.
Learn more about Cleveland’s rising star at 
www.dominickfarinacci.com.

Visit www.nighttowncleveland for 
reservations and ticket information.

Cleveland Jazz Heroes Come Home for the Holidays
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By Chef C.T. Basil

       How many of my fellow cooks are ready 
for the holidays? I for one am far from being 
ready, as a matter of fact I have not even 
started, but none the less it is my favorite 
time of the year. The Chef’s favorite part is 
the cookies that my sister makes. She’s more 
of the baker in our family 
and the Basil is more of the 
cookie destroyer. For some 
crazy reason I am not much 
of a cookie master they are 
my kryptonite. When I started 
at my new job I thought it 
would be an excellent idea 
to make the cookies from 
scratch to: A. save on price 
and B. to give me practice at 
making cookies! I was never 
more wrong in my life.
        The most logical thing 
I could think of after making 
this momentous decision was 
to ask my wonderful sister 
for her recipes. She looked 
at me like I was asking for a kidney or her 
left eye and I quote “look in the cook books”. 
So slightly frightened I asked her for specifi c 
recipes since she was the one always making 
the cookies. Now here comes the eye twitch 
and the, I am not giving you these recipes 
look, she says to me “I don’t know which 
recipes I do, I just do them!” I took this as my 
answer of; you are not getting these recipes 
they are mine so quit asking. I left it alone 
since I know she knows that I know that she 
knows the recipes! I will fi gure out the recipes 
for these cookies Red!!
        So she gives me some cook books to try 
and I am following them to a Tee, cream the 
sugar and shorting adding the eggs one at a 
time then adding the dry ingredients. Portion 
the cookie dough out fl atting those that needed 
to be fl attened leaving those that needed to be 
balled balled. The fi rst batch came out abso-
lutely fl at. The only depth was the chocolate 
chips in them, the rest of the cookie melted 
away like candle wax melting in a hot pan. 
Then they held their shape and were rock 
hard. If you left them submerged in milk for 
10-15 minutes they were fi ne. Even though I 
have been cooking for years I am still learning 
and that is another part of cooking that I love 
is there’s so much to learn. I have become 
better since the fall apart cookies but I want to 

make them better and I will with practice as 
will you. So with no help from the sister here’s 
a recipe for balish cookies that my mother 
learned from her mother grandma Dougherty 
and was so kind to share with me and you. 
Cook forever Chef C.T. Basil!!!  

GRANDMA BASIL’S BALISH 
COOKIES

5 cups all purpose fl our
1 pound cream cheese softened
1 pound butter softened
a pinch of salt grandma’s orders

        Cream the butter and cream cheese 
together in a mixer or with hand blender and 
add fl our slowly till forms a ball. The dough 
should be just a little tacky but not stick to 
your fi nger sticky. Wrap in plastic wrap and 
refrigerate overnight. Flour board and rolling 
pin and roll to 1/8 inch thickness. Cut the 
dough into diamonds by cutting rolled dough 
diagonally into strips 2 inch thick then cut the 
dough the other way diagonally. Fill the center 
of cut dough with desired fl avor of pastry 
fi lling, a little goes a long way don’t over fi ll. 
Fold two corners together and pinch shut. 
Bake at 350 for 12 to 15 minutes. My family 
traditionally fi lls them with apricot, poppy 
seeds and nut fi llings. 

From the Basil’s family to yours 

Merry Christmas!       
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DAILY
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OPEN
EVERY DAY

OF THE
WEEK!

440-361-4135

Smokehouse           Grille

MONDAY
Barefoot Chardonnay, White
Zinfandel  or Cabernet Sauvignon $3.75

Captain Morgan Strawberry Daiquiri $3.75
THURSDAY
Rasberry Martini  $3.75
FRIDAY
L
SATURDAY
Pumpkin Martini  $3.75
SUNDAY
Draft Beer Miller Lite $1.25 
Great Lakes Dortmunder  $2.25

           

$1.25 Miller Lite on tap

9pm to midnight

Big bowl Spaghetti w/meatball

By Pete Roche

1421 Hubbard Rd.

 
 

 
 

 DJ J. Hidz

Dry Dock
BAR & GRILL

GREAT FOOD, GREAT PEOPLE,
GREAT LIVE MUSIC!

Celebrating December Birthdays
 Tari, Diana Lynn &

 and Many More!!   

Charlie is My Darling:
The Rolling Stones Visit to the 
Emerald Isle

       The Rolling Stones visited the Emerald 
Isle for a second time in 1965 for a pair of 
dates in Dublin and Belfast.  Manager Andrew 
Loog Oldham enlisted Peter Whitehead (Let’s 
All Make Love in London) to capture all the 
highs and lows of the mini-tour on 16mm 
fi lm—from the band’s fi rst live 
concert performance of “(I Can’t 
Get No) Satisfaction” to downtime 
in hotel rooms and airport lobbies.  
Glyn Johns recorded the sounds of 
the trip, and would go on to become 
a super-producer, helming landmark 
albums for Steve Miller and The 
Who.
        The resulting Oldham-
Whitehead black-and-white fi lm, 
Charlie is My Darling, surfaced 
initially as a grainy 35-minute 
curio with an out-of-synch audio 
track. Oldham assembled a longer 
“producer’s cut” with extra footage 
in the 1980s, but it wasn’t until 
the Grammy-winning team of 
director Mick Gochanour (Rolling 
Stones Rock and Roll Circus) and 
producer Robert Klein stepped in 
(with editor Nathan  Punwar) that 
Charlie received the royal treatment 
it deserved.  
        Featuring over 60% of new, 
unseen Whitehead fi lm and re-
dubbed sound, the meticulously 
restored, nearly half-century old 
documentary is now a multimedia 
time capsule whose contents transport 
viewers back to the Stone Age, so to speak.  
Back when Eamon Devalera was President 
of Ireland and Lyndon Johnson occupied the 
White House—and 22-year old Mick Jagger 
was testing the waters of superstardom.  
       “Rock is ephemeral,” Jagger tells the 
cameraman.  “We’ll be a around for a year, a 
year and a half.  Then it’s over.”  
        Of course, the Irish youth (and kids 
everywhere) had other ideas about the 
Stones’ longevity.  When asked which band 
member they like most (and why), most 
of the teens can’t provide a response that 

transcends fashion sense or hairstyle—but 
their enthusiasm inside (and outside) Dublin’s 
Adelphi Theatre and Belfast’s ABC Theatre 
rivals Beatlemania at its best (and worst).  
        The band charges through “The Last 
Time” at the former venue before prompting 
further hysterics with “Time is on My Side.”  
Jagger removes and teasingly offers his white 
sport coat to the crowd prior to “It’s Alright,” 
which fi nds the snake-hipped singer shaking 
four maracas and whipping the audience into 

a revival-like frenzy.  A few bold spectators 
fi nally breech security and rush the stage, 
mobbing Richards and crowding drummer 
Charlie Watts.  Watching it now, one wonders 
what made these troublemakers think their 
behavior was in any way kosher.  How can a 
person possibly think the band will play on 
while he piggybacks the lead guitarist?   Later, 
a sneaky female fan is seen plucking a hair 
from an unsuspecting Richards as he chats up 
a girl in an airport lounge.
       “Physical contact,” laments bassist Bill 
Wyman.  “They’ll touch your coat, any part of 

you, just to say they did.”
       “If there’s a crowd, there’s always 
violence,” Jagger surmises. “The people on 
the periphery keep trying to get to the middle.”
       Jones claims he never aimed to be a pop 
star.  “I enjoy it…with reserventions,” he 
explains—coining a more fi tting adjective in 
the process.  
        “Our sort of success is a fi rst class ticket 
to other things.  On the other hand, there’s not 
much physical freedom.  We have to choose 
very carefully where we go.”
        Some of that caution becomes more 
apparent as the band scurries from cab to train 
to airplane with dozens of fans nipping at their 
heels.  Police patrol crowded intersections 
outside the theatres, where scores of ticket-
holders (and hopefuls) giddily talk about their 
heroes till door time.  
        The September 4 show in Belfast goes 
more smoothly, which is to say the fans’ 
shenanigans don’t disrupt the concert.  The 

~Continued on page 21
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By Ron Emser

“I detest life insurance agents; they always argue
that I shall some day die, which is not so.”
         ~Stephen Leacock
            Author, Professor, Lecturer
                        and Humourist. 1869 ~ 1944

TREEN INSURANCE

Scott Treen

(440) 576-5926

We will even insure Bobbiedazzler!

Auto Home Business Life

Santa walks into a bar, sits down and orders a 
beer...

        Yep, It’s that time of year again. Of 
course Santa walked into a bar... Are you 
kidding? Are you in the Holiday spirit?  Any 
favorite traditions? Here’s a great little story 
about a Christmas Tree tradition, I’ve shared 
for years...
       Santa was very cross. It was Christmas 
Eve and nothing was going right. The elves 
were complaining about not getting paid 
overtime. The reindeer had been drinking all 
afternoon and the sleigh was broken. Santa 
was furious. ‘I can’t believe it!’ he yells. ‘I’ve 
got to deliver millions of presents all over the 
world in just a few hours – all of my reindeer 
are drunk, the elves are on strike and I don’t 
even have a Christmas tree! I sent that stupid 
little angel to fi nd one hours ago! What am I 
going to do?’ Just then, the little angel opens 
the front door and steps in from the snowy 
night, dragging a Christmas tree. ‘Oi fatty!’ 
she says. ‘Where’d you want me to stick this?’ 
And thus the tradition of angels atop the 
Christmas trees came to pass… 
        One of my favorite Holiday traditions 
that I have maintained over the years and 
has become increasing diffi cult, is that of 
sampling holiday brews. The Swedes came up 
with “”Yule Brew” back in the 900’s. Today 
there are so many Holiday Brews that 
one may argue that joining a liver 
transplant list prior to this trek is 
advisable! Among my favorites:
Cornerstone Brewing Co.’s  
X-Mas Ale, Nice aromas of 
spice, ginger, citrus, 
perhaps a bit of brown 
sugar or apples as well. 
Flavors of malt, caramel, spice, 
citrus, ginger, and a hint of 
cinnamon are all present. 

Chardon BrewWorks’ Christmas 
Ale, Spiced with orange peel, 
cinnamon and fresh ginger. According 
to “legend” being spread by the brewpub, 
the three magi presented the newborn Jesus 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and beer. No 
myrrh! ABV-?

Little Mountain Brewery’s Saint Graal, 
Maybe not quite a Christmas beer, but French 
for “Holy Grail” is brewed with a combination 
of Pilsen and Aromatic Malts for a light 
golden color and crisp white head, hopped 
with Styrian Goldings and fi nished with just 
a hint of orange peel. AHHH! Heaven in a 
Glass!!  ABV-9%

Cellar Rats’s Festivus Ale, This bold ale has 
a strong back bone and has been spiced with 
chicory root and cinnamon. It is chock full of 
malty, spicy fl avors and aromas from handfuls 
of Chinook hops all the way through. ABV-7%
Good news for you Lake/Geauga County 
folks! We just put together a Beer Joints R 
Us trip to all of these breweries. On Saturday, 
January 19th, you’ll be able to board a 
luxury motor coach and safely visit all four 
breweries and enjoy an “all-inclusive” tasting 
& appetizers” extravaganza! Bus leaves 
Cornerstone at 1pm and we’ll get back 7’ish.
For tickets visit Aida @ Cornerstone Brewing 
Co. or contact me (216-731-5213), Ron@
BJRU.net.

Okay... I know all were waiting for this one...
Santa walks into a bar, sits down and orders a 
beer. As he sips the beer he hears a soothing 
voice say “nice boots”. He looks around and 
is baffl ed to see that there is no one there 
except him and the bartender at the other end 
of the room. A few sips later the voice says 
“beautiful suit”. Santa panics and calls the 
bartender over and says “I must be losing 

my mind, I can hear these voices 
say nice things but there is no 

one else except you and 
me” , the bartender 

points to the table and 
says “oh it’s the 

peanuts , they are 
complimentary. 

Happy Holidays 
To All from 

Beer Joints 
R Us!
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HAPPY HOUR
Mon.-Fri.
3 to 7pm

$2.00 Beers & Drinks
$2.00 off Apps.

(bar only)

MONDAYS
PASTA NITE!

$3.00 Off
Pasta Dinners

after 4pm

$2. TUESDAYS
$2.00 BEERS &
$2.00 OFF AN
APP. OR SAND

FROM 7 TO 9PM
AYCE FISH FRY

After 4PM

WEDNESDAYS
MARGARITA
MADNESS

$2.25 Specials All Day!

SHRIMP FEAST &
AYCE CRAB LEGS

after 4pm

MARTINI
MADNESS

$5.00 Specialty Martinis
7 to 9pm!

THIRSTY
THURSDAYS
Spiked Iced Teas

$3.00 from 7 to 9pm
AYCE FISH FRY

After 4PM

www.cabanasislandrestaurant.com

Every
Friday & Saturday Night:

DJ Rob
Next Star Entertainment

ENTERTAINMENT

CHARDON:
12719 Mayfield Road

440-286-9966

MENTOR:

Wed. Dec. 5 - Hit List
Fri. Dec. 7 - Pop Avenue
Sat. Dec. 8 -The Relay
Wed. Dec. 12 - Steve Jochum

Fri. Dec. 14 - One Too Young
Sat. Dec. 15 - Swampcats
Wed. Dec. 19 - Hardcore
                         Troubadours

Bob Marley: One on One
        Some of the photos in Bob Marley: One-
on-One look like they could have been taken 
yesterday.  
        The images recorded by David Burnett 
at the reggae icon’s home in Kingston and 
on the road in Europe for the Exodus tour 
are thirty-fi ve years old.  But most are so 
clear one becomes nearly convinced Bob 
would be there to greet you at the gate of 
his compound tomorrow morning were you 
to hop a red eye to Jamaica for a chit-chat. 
       Available now from Insight Editions, 
the photo-centric travelogue documents a 
series of intimate moments occurring in a 
small window of time during which Marley 
was at the height of his creative powers, and 
when his global infl uence was greatest.  
       The concept behind Insight’s One-on-
One line is to present the results of some rare 
opportunities when the stars aligned for a 
photographer and his subject.  The fl edgling 
series also has titles on Elvis and The Rolling 
Stones.
       But here, it’s 160 pages of “Soul Rebel” 
Bob Marley as seen through the camera eye 
of Contact Press Images founder Burnett, who 
as a young man visited the superstar musician 
for a Time magazine story in ’76 and joined 
The Wailers on their bus the following year for 
Rolling Stone. 
       “Our assignment was about reggae, and 
Bob Marley was the man,” writes Burnett, 
who visited the dreadlocked singer at home to 
get the story David DeVoss.
       Burnett—who spent two years 
photographing the war in Vietnam—presents 
exquisite portraits of Marley relaxing in an 
upstairs room, where Bob casually lights up a 
spliff and passes it around.
       “That’s not one you turn down,” Burnett 
recalls the encounter.
        A series of shots has Marley twirling 
his braids with a fi nger while collecting 
his thoughts. Another image shows him 
seated across from his interviewer, listening 
attentively as DeVoss tosses another question.  
Several others (in black-and-white and color) 
show Marley igniting—then puffi ng—a blunt 
so large it would be considered a sight gag in 
a Cheech and Chong movie.  A cloud of haze 
envelops the subject, who casually diverts 
the smoke out an open window with his right 
hand. 
       Burnett explains how he talked Marley 
into posing outside.  There, we see Bob idly 
plucking his steel-string acoustic Madeira 
guitar, on which he’s taped a picture of 
Ethiopian King (and Rastafarian prophet), 
Haile Selassie I.  He’s even game to run a bit 
for the photographer, who uses a “slit” camera 

By Pete Roche
to capture 
Marley mid-
stride.
        The book’s 
second half 
is devoted to 
Burnett’s travels 
through Brussels, 
Amsterdam, and 
Paris with The 
Wailers.
        “The band was 
pretty cool about 
me,” he says. “They 
knew I was able to 
deliver the pictures, 

and they had seen the photos I had taken of 
them published. They never said don’t do this 
or don’t do that. They were truly welcoming.”
       Burnett expounds on the joys of shooting 
the band sound-checking in venues that would 
be fi lled with 30,000 people just hours later.  
He snaps dozens of shots of Bob and his 
band mates kicking ‘round a soccer ball—a 
favorite Marley pastime—and dozens more of 
the group live onstage under red and purple 
spotlights.  
       Burnett’s personal favorites are the pics 
of Bob relaxing on the tour bus, getting 
comfortable, napping, or just “watching the 
Dutch countryside blow by.”  In other words, 
it’s Marley at his most human.  
       Chris Salewicz’s forward sketches out 
Marley’s childhood and career in a nutshell, 
from his birth near Nine Miles and roots 
as a Trench Town street urchin to his doo-
wop demo recordings and ascend to Third 
World superstardom and international fame.  
Salewicz acknowledges the infl uence of the 
man and his music, noting Marley’s ties to 
Rastafarianism and his “one love” musical 
aesthetic.  But he also comments on those 
traits that made the soul poet seem like just 
another (albeit talented) human being.  He 
surmises wife Rita Marley tolerated Bob’s 
philandering because it was his way of making 
up for the love and affection he didn’t receive 
as a child.  
       Chris Murray’s introduction provides 
the fl ip side of the coin—or camera, as the 
case may be—by walking readers through 
Burnett’s resume.  Only two photos presented 
here were actually used in DeVoss’ original 
Time interview, he says.  It wasn’t until years 
later Burnett was talked into assembling his 
best work from the 1976-77 sessions for an 
Insight release.  
       His acquiescence is our gain.  The images 
in Bob Marley: One-on-One rank amongst 
most indelible ever seen of the Les Paul-
picking rhythm rocker.  If a picture says a 
thousand words, this gallery speaks volumes 
on Marley’s spiritual awareness, physical 

fi tness, intellectual leanings, and his not 
infrequent compulsion to just hang out with 
the guys by day.  It’s by dark he allowed 
himself to become the medium for the music 
still beloved around the globe.
www.insighteditions.com

Roll Me Up and 
Smoke Me When 
I Die
        Willie Nelson has been 
there, done that, and written 
about most of it.
       He’s a legendary country 
singer-songwriter and folk hero 
who recorded over 100 albums 
over the course of a career 
that spans sixty years.  He’s 
a nature-conscious, animal-
loving philanthropist who 
advocates for alternate energy 
and biodiesel.  A Texas-born 
redneck raised on a farm now 
living in semi-retirement in 
a solar-powered community 
on the island of Maui.  He’s 

a beloved troublemaker who famously ran 
afoul of the IRS but still sticks his neck out 
for the little guy, a cowboy hippy pothead 
who supports the legalization and taxation of 
marijuana.  
       Nelson already told his life story in the 
1988 biography, Willie.  He maintained his 
humility after being named a Kennedy Center 

honoree and receiving 
a Grammy lifetime 
achievement award 
with 2002’s Facts of 
Life and Other Dirty 
Jokes.  Three years later 
he dropped The Tao 
of Willie: A Guide to 
the Happiness in Your 
Heart, a feel-good tome 
coauthored with lifelong 
friend (and Nobelity 
Project founder) Turk 
Pipkin.
       Willie’s latest 
book, Roll Me Up and 
Smoke Me When I Die, 
is more a sequel to 
that 2006 book than 
an autobiographical 
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By James Onysko

       In time before the END OF THE 
WORLD, latest prediction being 12/21/12 
(dig those numbers!), world/jazz percussion 
ensemble, Drumplay, will give a free 
performance, perhaps in 
a farewell to all, at their 
favorite venue: Sandy 
Chanty in Geneva-on-the-
Lake, Ohio, on Saturday, 
December 15, starting at 
8:00 p.m.
      With tongue fi rmly-
in-cheek, these poets of 
percussion will round out 
the 2012 Chanty season to 
collectively kiss our asses 
goodbye as we await the 
coming apocalypse.  But this 
date on the calendar (Mayan 
or otherwise) is only the latest 
in a continuing push-back to 
the inevitable demise.  How did it come to be 
that this approaching winter solstice would 

mark the end of days?  Perhaps a brief synop-
sis here would be useful to the curious mind.
       In some circles, the origin of this 

doomsday prediction 
started with the dis-
covery of a wandering 
planet called NIBIRU; 
chronicled by the 
historians of ancient 
Sumerian civilization 
in hieroglyphs, and 
headed for Earth.  
Also known as 
Planet X, it is said 
to be four times the 
size of the Earth.  
These two worlds 
were to be in close 
proximity, fi rst an-
nounced to occur 

in May 2003; but when that didn’t 
happen, it was moved forward to December 
21, 2012.  Somehow, this story became con-

voluted with the end of a 
Long-Count cycle in the 
Mayan calendar, which 
happens to coincide with 
the winter solstice.
       This date is regarded 
as the end-date of the 
5,125 year-long cycle 
in the Meso-American 
Long Count calendar.  
Today, Meso-America, or 
Territorio Maya, is com-
prised of the countries 
of Mexico, Guatemala, 
Belize, El Salvador and 
Honduras; home to mil-
lions of indigenous Ma-
yans who continue their 
oral traditions, conveyed 
to more than thirty tribes 
in the region.
       But not to fear.  Just 
as a calendar is marked 
in months, or by some other celestial measure 
as in the Mayan, another one starts immedi-
ately thereafter; and the space/time continuum 
is safe and sound.  In fact, the other side of the 
apocalyptic coin is one of human transforma-
tion to a new era of hope and harmony.  As the 
New Age faithful believe, December 21 will 
mark the beginning of time when humans will 
undergo a positive spiritual awakening.  Cer-
tainly for the Mayan way-of-reckoning, it will 
be the start of another Long-Count cycle.
       Serious scholars of Mayan history and 
culture are convinced that predictions of 
impending doom are not to be found in any of 
the existing accounts,  And the idea that the 
current Long Count cycle, concluding in 2012, 
will result in the End of the World, is a laugh-
able misrepresentation.  
       So what other conceivable scenarios 
are posited as we consider the question of 
12/21/12?  Massive solar storms directed 
earthwards?  A real possibility.  Or planetary 
alignments causing dire gravitational pull?  
Such would be the case with an approaching 
mass the size of fi ctional Nibiru; but astrono-
mers have found Planet X to be nowhere in 
sight.  Besides, the only meaningful tidal 
effects on the planet are caused by the nearby 
Moon and Sun. 

      

How about global warming?  It’s happen-
ing; but immediate dire calamity does not 
automatically ensue.  Is it possible for the 
planet to shift its axes; or are we fretting 
magnetic fi eld reversals?  Don’t get me started 
on Nostradamus, Biblical prophesy, or the 
Book of Revelations.  All cultures are replete 
with creation and destruction myths such as 
the Popol Vuh of the Maya.  We as a species 
have been talking about THE END since THE 
BEGINNING. 
       So as we approach this manufactured 
milestone, we can mix it with merriment with 
one more chance to mull it over.  Drumplay 
will lead the discussion in mid-December 
sponsored by the Sandy Chanty, located at 
5457 Lake Road in Geneva-on-the-Lake.  
Admission is free; but reservations are recom-
mended for this end-of-the-Chanty-season 
concert.  Plenty of time to speculate about 
possible outcomes; but also to wish each other 
Peace on Earth

B J O skk

Drumplay Hosts “The End” Party at the Sandy ChantyDrumplay Hosts “The End” Party at the Sandy Chanty
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By Kevin Schoeninger

AGES 3-18
 Ballet
 Jazz
 Tap
 Contemporary
 Hip-Hop

ADULTS
 Ballet
 Tap
 Hip-Hop
Zumba
Ballroom

(440) 428-6666

www.tcsdance.com
2656 Hubbard Rd. 

Introductory
Offer

First time spa guests that reside
in Ashtabula or Lake County...

Cannot be combined with
any other discounts or specials. 

Available Sunday-Thursday
only.

Blending The Traditional Ways
With The Modern!

6432 North Ridge Rd.

(440) 428-0575 or 866-428-0575

Natural Remi-Teas

We Are Not Your Normal
Coffee & Tea Shop or Health Store.

www.naturalremi-teas.com

CHIA SEEDS
for Hydration, Weight Loss
& Controlling Sugar Levels.

AS
SEEN

ON
DR. OZ!

How Your Thoughts and Feelings Affect 

Your Health

        In the last two decades, two monumental 
discoveries were made in health research, 
but they seem to have been shoved under the 
carpet. The possibilities uncovered by these 
discoveries would revolutionize how we view 
health and illness and the power we have to 
positively affect our own well being. Yet, for 
reasons I can only ascribe to the greed of drug 
companies, these two discoveries have been 
pushed under the surface while a conventional 
fallacy has remained in force.
        This fallacy is that your DNA determines 
your health. We are still under the spell 
of the false idea that there’s a gene for 
everything and that if you have certain genetic 
predispositions your fate is sealed—except for 
strong chemical intervention.
        So what are the two revolutionary 
discoveries that call these ideas into question?
First, the much-vaunted genome project 
ground to a halt with the discovery that the 
number of genes in the human gene pool 
couldn’t even begin to describe the diversity 
of functions in our bodies. Far from being the 
sole determining factor of our lives, genes 
only describe a general range of possibilities 
available to us. What actually happens in our 
cells and in our lives is the result of far more 
powerful forces. These forces are the subject 
of the second discovery.
       The second discovery is that your 
“cellular environment” determines how your 
DNA expresses—which genes are activated 
and which ones are de-activated at any 
given time. And the cellular environment is 
created by factors that you have a great deal 
of control over. These infl uences include 
the environment you live in, the quality of 
your relationships, the food you eat, the 
self-care practices you maintain, and maybe 
most importantly, the thoughts, feelings, and 
intentions that dominate your consciousness.
What keeps us from recognizing this 
alternative view is the entrenchment of the old 
perspective. It begins with how we perceive 
our bodies and what makes for health. We 
still hold the assumption that our bodies are 
fundamentally chemical systems controlled 
by our DNA. Our main form of intervention 
therefore comes in the form of chemical 
manipulation. From that perspective, whether 
it’s indigestion or depression, we operate 
as if illness is a “drug defi ciency.” We deal 
with superfi cial symptoms rather than root 
causes—and, of course, this all makes a lot 
of money for those who deal the drugs.
So what other perspective is possible?
       What if, as other medical systems around 

the world have known for centuries, the 
human body is an amazingly intelligent bio-
energetic information system?
       What does that mean for health and 
illness?
       First, it means your body chemistry 
is secondary and dependent upon what is 
happening in the bio-energetic information 
fi eld of your body. The free fl ow of bio-
energetic information in this fi eld initiates 
and guides the chemical processes. What is 
occurring in this fi eld programs and activates 
the DNA in your cells. When this fl ow is 
disrupted or blocked, you get sick.
What is especially signifi cant about this 
understanding is that it recognizes the amazing 
self-healing ability of your body and the 
tremendous power you have to positively 
affect your health. One of the most important 
ways that you infl uence your cellular 
environment and facilitate the smooth fl ow of 
bio-energetic information through your body 
is by the habitual thoughts and feelings that 
you maintain.
        Here is one simple way that you can have 
a powerful positive impact not only on your 
own health, but also on how you feel and the 
results you get in your life:
        Make it a practice to maintain thoughts 
and feelings of appreciation, gratitude, and 
trust.
It’s a law of consciousness that you perceive 
and experience what you are looking for and 
expect. If you are constantly looking for what 
is wrong, or lacking, or problematic, you will 
surely fi nd it. However, if you actively look 
through the lens of appreciation, gratitude, 
and trust you will experience more evidence 
to support those thoughts and feelings. As 
a result, you will fi ll your bio-energetic 
information fi eld with positive feelings and 
your body will reap the rewards.
So, how can you do that?
Here’s a simple practice:
       In every situation, appreciate the good in 
what is happening. See opportunities instead 
of problems. See the positive possibilities 
that are present because of exactly the way 
things are. Be grateful for “what is”—for the 
gifts and talents you’ve been given and the 
resources that are available to you right now. 
Actively look for evidence that you are always 
provided with everything you need right when 
you need it—and soon you will see that this is 
so. As you begin to witness that, your trust in 
Life will grow.
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By Sage Satori

        Black Friday saw an increase over last 
year and Cyber Monday saw the biggest 
electronic sale day come and go with success. 
Are times economically hard? Apparently 
not hard enough to stop the rush of post 
Thanksgiving gift buying. This is good for 
the economy in the sense that it keeps things 
fl owing and it’s good for the retailers but I 
hope that the holiday shopping wasn’t on 
credit and that the household budgets allowed 
for exuberant spending. If you are one of the 
fortunate comfortable folks be thankful, and 
consider being generous, because you’re not 
one of many having a meager and sad holiday 
season.
        What did people do for the holidays 
during the Great Depression? Perhaps a few 
similar things as we see today, such as put 
more focus on the gathering together rather 
than the gifts, but the guilt for not having 
enough doesn’t compare to what is felt 
today. The lifestyles during that time did not 
demand quite so much. Anyone can read in 
the newspaper, watch the news, or go to any 
website and plainly see that unemployment 

is high. Chances are any unemployed person 
who fi nally fi nds a job is most likely to receive 
a wage or salary substantially less than his/
her previous job.  People have become 
accustomed to giving their children numerous 
presents on Christmas which in turn 
has conditioned the kids to 
believing that every year 
they’ll be receiving a 
windfall.   Sometimes 
trying to explain to 
the youngsters why 
Santa Claus didn’t 
bring as much 
gifts as years 
before makes 
folks feel guilty 
because they 
can’t provide as 
they did in the past.  
If Grandpa would 
have had a credit card 
do you think he would 
have went hundreds or 
thousands of dollars in debt to 

give the family all of the Christmas presents 
they wanted? I think not. I’m sure many of 
you out there have heard stories from older 
generations about getting one present such 
as a book, a plate, or a pair of ice skates and 
that was as exciting as the 87 presents stacked 

under today’s Christmas trees. 
Things were bad but they made 

the best of it and always tried 
to share the paltry amounts 

they had with those even 
less fortunate.
        Just because you 
have employment 
today does not mean 
you will tomorrow. 
If you’re a business 
owner and are doing 
well today it doesn’t 

mean you will be 
tomorrow. Destitution 

can happen to anyone 
under the right conditions. 

Some may be very far removed 
from even the thought, but what 

would it take to put one in the situation 
of being without? Of course the generations 
under 40 probably think that no internet, less 
than one hundred channels, or the loss of a cell 
phone would be devastating, but I’m talking 
without basic human needs. 
        To shed light on some of the issues 
facing people in need we spoke with Julie 
Williams, Chairperson for The Salvation 
Army – Geneva Unit and she told us about 
some of the hardships faced in that area “We 
are experiencing one of the most challenging 
times in many years. Donations are down 
locally and at Cleveland Salvation Army 
headquarters where the Geneva unit receives 
matching funding. At this time, the Geneva 
Unit is limited to assisting persons with food, 
necessary household and personal products, 
gasoline, prescriptions, and a limited amount 
toward payments on water bills. In past years 
we have been able to assist with rent and other 
utilities. Last year and this year the number 
of persons needing assistance has increased 
greatly.” Julie went on to talk about some of 
her experiences, “I’ve been volunteering for 
the Salvation Army for many years and it is 
good to be a part of an organization that does 
so much good all over the world. I genuinely 
care about other humans and sometimes think 
about clients I’ve met and have been able to 
help through the Salvation Army. There have 
been homeless people living in their vehicles 
who needed gasoline vouchers, and people 

who had worked for many years lost their 
job and needed help with food. My heart is 
touched by those who have illness, perhaps 
dealing with cancer, unable to work and 
needing someone to talk with and much help 
with different needs. I especially remember 
one man who told me that he had just been 
diagnosed with stage four cancer, as tears ran 
down his face. I hugged him. The Salvation 
Army paid his water bill to keep it from being 
disconnected. He and many others like him 
were and are very grateful for the help they 
receive.”
        One of the most repeated scenes that all 
of the Salvation Army Units have been seeing 
is the loss of employment and dire need for 
help in the transition. Gas and food money are 
the fi rst imperative needs when waiting for 
unemployment compensation or in trying to 
fi nd another job.  Julie said in past years the 
Salvation Army has been able to help with 
rent, used furniture, school clothes, shoes, and 
children’s Christmas gifts but they cannot do 
those things now.
        The Salvation Army is in desperate 
need of fi nancial donations and volunteers 
to ring the bell during the kettle drive over 
the holidays. If you can help in any way call 
440-466-2817 and let them know what you 
can do. The Salvation Army is there to help 
in desperate situations and doesn’t limit itself 
to only this time of year or to a specifi c age 
group. They are called upon throughout the 
year and need ongoing support. To volunteer 
your services or to make a contribution call 
216-861-8185 M-F 8am – 4pm to more 
information about helping a unit in a city near 
you. 
        Many have written about the true 
meaning of Christmas and not to take away 
anything from the birth of a holy man who has 
changed history, but other than the Christmas 
Eve service at Church what does all of this 
holiday frenzy really have to do with that? 
During the holidays people feel things they 
don’t seem to feel during the rest of the year. 
Wonderful, giving, sad, lonely, whatever the 
feeling, it is ingrained in our brains from the 
culture we’ve grown in. Unfortunately with 
each generation that comes along the assumed 
need for more possessions grows larger, the 
corporate machine gains momentum, and our 
hearts and wallets seem to shrink. This has 
been a diffi cult year for many but it’s looking 
brighter and as we look forward to coming out 
of this economic mess perhaps there are ways 
to pull together and to balance the haves with 
the have nots. 
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Stones blast through “Everybody Needs 
Somebody to Love,” “Pain in My Heart,” 
and “Satisfaction” with abandon.  Whitehead 
does a commendable job getting tight shots 
of each band member for having just a hand-
held camera in noisy environs.  Jagger is a 
dervish of sexual energy, channeling African-
American rockers like Little Richard and 
Chuck Berry for the British rock set.  Dressed 
predominantly in white, the blonde Jones 
looks almost angelic picking away on his 
Gibson Thunderbird.    
       Charlie also affords several glimpses 
behind the scenes.  We watch the guys interact 
with groupies, tease the kitchen help with 
kisses through window glass, stage a faux 
Lipton tea commercial, thumb idly through 
magazines like LIFE, and pose for pictures 
with crewmember’s extended families.  
Courtesy Whitehead’s omnipresent lens, we’re 
privy to the Stones’ backstage warm-ups and 
dressing room routines.  We follow Jagger 
and company as they march down dimly-lit 
staircases and cinderblock hallways to the 
stage in what may be the fi rst of many copycat 
pre-show clips that—in the aggregate—
would inspire an amusing sequence (“Hello, 
Cleveland!”) in rock parody This is Spinal Tap 
fi fteen years later.   
        But perhaps the true highlights are those 
precious minutes showing Mick and Keith 
killing time in hotel rooms with impromptu 
“unplugged” sessions wherein Richards 
noodles on an acoustic guitar as Jagger riffs 
lyrics for “Sitting On a Fence” and “Tell Me 
(You’re Coming Back).”  They even cover The 
Beatles’ “I’ve Just Seen a Face” and “Eight 
Days a Week.”  When Richards accidentally 
bumps Watts on a sofa with the headstock 
of his guitar, it’s hard to tell whether his 
apology is directed toward the drummer or the 
instrument.
        Later, Richards proves himself a nimble 
blues pianist, pounding out Fats Domino’s 
“Blueberry Hill,” Dion & The Belmonts’ 
“Teenager in Love,” and Elvis Presley’s 
“Are You Lonesome Tonight” and “Santa, 
Bring My Baby Back to Me” on a baby grand 
while Jagger croons along drunkenly.  It’s an 
amusing, intimate vignette showing the boys 
just being boys, and their jam soon devolves 
into a game of sliding wine glasses across the 
piano.  
        Bonus features consist of both the 
35-minute original cut and 50-minute 
producer’s cut of the fi lm.  There’s also a 
fascinating section explaining the process 
used to clean and edit Whitehead’s negatives 
and prints.  Discussions about the scanning 

technique and frames-per-second may go over 
the heads of some viewers, but split screens 
demonstrating the quality “before” and “after” 
repair evince the amount of dust and lint 
removed, and illustrates how the contrast and 
transfer resolution were enhanced.  Extras 
also include full interviews with the individual 
Stones, wherein each player candidly refl ects 
on the circumstances bringing their whirlwind 
tour to Ireland—and ponders things they’d be 
doing if they weren’t stars.
        “I’d be a graphic designer,” Watts says.  
“It’s what I did before anyway.”
        Jagger comments on the new 
phenomenon “especially in America” where 
young people have mobilized against the war 
in Vietnam, embraced free love and sexual 
liberty, and rejected the tired values of their 
parents.  
        “They know they’ll get all the things that 
were impossible fi fty years ago,” Mick muses.  
“It’s up to them to carry on these ideals.”
         Some of Jones’ remarks seem prophetic 
now, given the facts surrounding his drug-
related death in 1969.
       ”I’ve never thought that far ahead,” 
he confesses.  “I’ve always been a little 
apprehensive about the future.”
          The Stones would welcome other 
fi lmmakers into their midst as they continued 
their global conquest in the 70s and 80s.  
Martin Scorsese participated in the making 
of gritty Altamont fi lm Gimme Shelter.  Hal 
Ashby shot the band on tour in the early 80s 
for Let’s Spend the Night Together.  More 
recently, Brett Morgan compiled old footage 
for his Crossfi re Hurricane rock-umentary.  
       But the remodeled Charlie is My Darling 
will endure as the earliest—and perhaps most 
enlightening—portrayal of one of rock’s 
most sensational bands on the cusp of world 
domination.  
www.abkco.com 

~Continued from page 15
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Can Karaoke Help?  
     I’m often asked that question because I once ran a business where 
karaoke was a staple for fun for the customers and continued growth 
for our business.  Karaoke kept our business from going under during 
the roughest years of the economic downturn.  We offered it on 
commonly slow nights because it brought regulars in who showed up 
faithfully each week, bringing family and friends to hear them sing and 
eventually get up and sing themselves!  These singers would send 
pictures of themself singing to their friends and then suddenly a party 
of two became a party of four or six.
    From those original karaoke nights came other business such as 
catered parties (WITH karaoke because this is a great activity to make 
any party a blast or even just keep the kids busy while the adults 
watch them and talk).   We would host fundraisers where folks would 
dare each other to sing songs, paying dollars to the fund as the 
person accepted the dare.  Family parties were often rebooked from 
one birthday to the next because of memorable duets, “dress like your 
favorite rock star” themes and from that came theme nights like “Glee” 
or “Musicals” or “Rat Pack.”  These would have our register ringing all 
night long because they needed to stay hydrated for all that singing.  
We sold wristbands to help with the costs of keeping our karaoke 
show going, but there are other ways to help make this a win-win 
offering for both the customer and the business owner.
    

Also...TRY OUR EXCITING

GAME SHOW!

Attention Bar Owners:

~Continued from page 11

was maybe because I was dehydrated. So I 
started drinking more water and Gatorade. 
Then I started to notice when we were on 
fl ights, my ankles were swelling up and at 
fi rst, I didn’t know what the hell was going 
on. Swelling ankles are one of the fi rst signs 
for congestive heart failure. The doctors said 
my liver was not processing, as it should. 
When the liver isn’t processing, as it should, 
it will push fl uid into your stomach and after 
that, it will travel anywhere it wants to in 
your body and that is why my ankles started 
swelling up. The doctors ran blood tests, I 
asked them to check for Hepatitis C, and 
when the results came back confi rming I 
had it, I went numb. I went cold. Everyone 
from the baby boomer generation should get 
themselves checked for that and while you’re 
at it, it is important to get a colonoscopy. 
I’ve also had colon cancer within the last six 
years and when the doctors caught it, I was 
at stage one. They performed the surgery and 
thankfully, I’m free of colon cancer. There 
are a lot of things we can do early on to 
prevent what I have to go through now.”
     He continues, “I’m taking medicines right 
now but the bottom line is that I need a liver 
transplant if I am going to survive. There is 
absolutely no way around it. Nothing else is 
going to work. My liver is not functioning 
properly and it’s not going to get any better 
at this point because it also has Cirrhosis.”
     News of this nature has forced Slick to 
step back from doing what he loves which 
is playing music and put his effort, attention 
and ambition towards surviving. “I have 
been in this business for 35 years. I am now 
unable to tour with Jefferson Starship. I had 
been hospitalized for ten days while they 
were on tour. If I had gone on tour with 
them, it probably would have killed me. The 
doctors have me on several different meds 
and what that is basically doing is keeping 
me alive until I can get a liver transplant. I 
have spent a lot of time planning and being 
evaluated so when a liver becomes available 
I will be ready.”
     Time is of signifi cant importance for 
Slick, his family and friends. “It’s going to 
be a pretty heavy duty operation and the 
recovery could take months plus someone 
has to be with me 24/7,” he said.
     In continuing to speak openly, Slick 
shares his thoughts for seeking help in the 
form of donations so this will be possible. 
“I do have insurance but it will not be 
enough to cover all of the expenses. I am a 
working musician and right now because 
of my health, I’m not working at all. Being 

a musician is a great job and I love what 
I do but not all of us are paid like Paul 
McCartney. It’s a decent living but not 
enough to cover something as big as a liver 
transplant. Donations in any amount are 
going to be helpful. I’ve never had to do 
anything like this before but with the way 
the situation is I have no other source of 
income.”
     It should also be noted that Slick is not 
paid any type of royalties or anything of that 
nature from bands or individual artists he 
may play with. He receives straight pay at 
a fl at rate for doing a gig and that is how he 
earns his pay. 
     Slick spends every couple of days talking 
to David Crosby. David had a liver transplant 
several years ago and provides friendship 
and support. “He’s my coach because he 
knows what I am going through,” said Slick. 
“I would like to encourage people to sign up 
to be organ donors. I know it’s hard because 
it means that one family loses someone but 
it also gives another family hope for a loved 
one to survive, someone else has a chance. 
What I am trying to do is pull off a miracle 
so that I can live.”

For more information on how you can help 
Slick, a fundraising site has been set up for 
him at the following link: 
www.indiegogo.com/Slick-Aguilar

        For further updates on Slick, please visit 
his Facebook page: Mark Slick Aguilar
Photos of Slick may also become available 
to order with all proceeds going directly to 
him. If interested, please send a message of 
inquiry on his Facebook page. Please state if 
you are interested in an autographed photo 
as well.
        For anyone who prefers “snail mail”, 
checks made out to Slick Aguilar may be 
sent to the following address: Slick Aguilar, 
1775 Deer Run Drive, Montgomery, IL, 
60538

Read 
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codicil.  Available now from 
Morrow / Harper Collins, the 
175-page New York Times 
bestseller fi nds the 79-year 
old sharing tales from the 
road, reminiscing on his 
remarkable career, and taking 
stock of the world and his 
place in it.
       But the real focus of Roll 
Me Up is family.  Nelson 
devotes a majority of the 
pages to the recognition 
and celebration of family 
members and friends in his 
extended “tribe,” allowing 
them to return the favor in 
grey-block blurbs scattered 
throughout.  We learn 
about Willie’s strengths, 
weaknesses, and personality 
quirks straight from his wife, 
sisters, daughters, sons, managers, and peers, 
whose aggregate input paints the portrait of 
an unassuming, salt-of-the-earth kind of guy 
whose benevolence rivals that of Santa Claus 
and whose wisdom is downright Christ-like.
       Austin-born singer / humorist Kinky 
Friedman plays host, prefacing Nelson’s 
text with pertinent background information 
and anecdotes. We learn of Willie’s humble 
upbringing in Abbott, where he and sister 
Bobbie were raised by their grandparents.  
Music surrounded the homestead; Willie grew 
up next to a tabernacle where Methodists and 
Baptists held sonorous revivals every other 
night.  Nelson’s grandfather bought him his 
fi rst guitar—a Sears catalog Stella—although 
the boy might’ve picked up on songwriting 
anyway through osmosis.  
       Friedman theorizes Nelson was destined 
for greatness, even if his early brushes with 
fame were all counterweighted by bad luck 
or all-out tragedy.  Frustrated, Willie penned 
the shake-a-fi st-at-God anthem “What Can 

You Do to Me Now?”  
Nelson wasn’t too 
surprised when his 
house—and everything 
in it—burned up days 
later.
       “He writes songs 
that make you think,” 
observes Friedman.  
“Some stay with you for 
a lifetime.”
       Nelson greets 
readers with his earliest 
memories: watching 
his grandfather shoe a 
horse, picking cotton 
with his sister, taking 
care of Reddy the 
Cow, and marveling 
at the gospel music 
wafting in from church 
next door.  He tells of 
bumblebee fi ghting with 
his friends—it was their 

task to destroy the hives farmers located in 
their fi elds—and of quitting an early job tree-
trimming after getting hung up over a power 
line.  Willie confesses how he started smoking 
at an early age; by his teens he was replacing 
his Chesterfi elds with hand-rolled joints.   
       Nelson then alternates entries from 
his prodigious tour diary with present-day 
musings from home (including editorials on 
marijuana, politics, conservation, etc.).  He 
recalls lying to his boss that he could operate 
an RCA console in order to land a disc jockey 
job in Pleasanton.  The airwaves gave Nelson 
a chance to broadcast his own music and be 
exposed to the songs of others in turn; he 
added “Yesterday” to his repertoire without 
appreciating just how popular The Beatles—
and the famous McCartney ballad—were at 
the time.  Another amusing account fi nds a 
timid Willie waiting in a car as cohort Charlie 
Dick talks his songbird wife into recording 
one of Nelson’s originals.  “Crazy” became 
Patsy Cline’s signature hit.    

       The perpetually braided-and-bandana’d 
troubadour discusses the “art of farting” and 
plays Wii golf on his tour bus.  He dishes on 
his early days selling vacuum cleaners and 
encyclopedias door-to-door and addresses 
his adequacies as a hog-raiser.  He lists his 
favorite guitarists (Django Reinhardt, Bob 
Willis, Loretta Lynn), songwriters (Leon 
Russell, Ray Price, Roger Miller), and venues 
(Red Rocks Ampitheater), and invites actor 
Woody Harrelson and reggae star Ziggy 
Marley over for poker tourneys and domino 
games.  Nelson fondly remembers bassists 
Chris Etheridge and Bee Spears, with whom 
he once fed chickens in a bedroom.  He 
chats lovingly about his horses and his 
guitar, Trigger.  Willie also chronicles his 
ongoing efforts with Farm Aid—the annual 
charity concert he organized with John 
Mellencamp and Neil Young (now in its 
27th year) and refl ects on his travels with 
fellow “Highwaymen” Johnny Cash, Kris 
Kristofferson, and Waylon Jennings.  
       Nelson offers a few more dirty jokes, but 
we could have done without confi rmation that 
he and his wife still practice oral sex regularly.  
The singer apologizes for his occasional 
profanity, citing “God” and “love” as the 
holiest words in his lexicon.  Willie describes 
the human body as a “church” that should 
be respected and kept up with exercise and a 
healthy diet.
       Sister Bobbie chimes in on life with 
her superstar baby brother, who calls her 
his “rock.”  Nelson’s ex-spouses are all 
referenced, vis-à-vis their progeny, but it’s 
current wife Annie (Mrs. Nelson since 1991) 
who is afforded space—and reasonably so—to 
dote on her hubby, their sons, and their life 
together in Hawaii.  Her yarn about meeting 
Willie is especially poignant (she was his 
hairdresser on a movie set).  Daughter Lana 
says Willie hired her away from a government 
job to act as “Flighty Attendant” on the family 
tour bus, Honeysuckle Rose.  Daughter Amy 
praises her Papa for his work with the Animal 
Welfare Institute (he’s adopted over 70 horses) 

and the Best Friends Animal Society (a 
Georgia nonprofi t established to amend dog-
fi ghting laws). Granddaughter Raelyn recalls 
how Papa Willie (aka P-Dub) bought her a 
Martin guitar when she was fourteen.  
        Son Lukas says he never felt any pressure 
from his father apart from his insistence that 
he treat others as he would want to be treated.  
Micah Nelson (who provides the book’s 
illustrations) writes how his father once saved 
the day by performing “On the Road Again” 
when Micah’s own bassist broke a string mid-
show.
        Nelson exorcises a few personal 
demons, acknowledging that his “on the road 
shenanigans” ruined his fi rst marriage.  He 
still mourns the death of his fi rst son, Billy, 
and proudly heaps affection on the out-of-
wedlock daughter he didn’t know he had until 
recently.
        Nelson band members (and real-life 
brothers) Paul and Billy English thank Willie 
for bringing them onboard (the former once 
shot holes in a venue roof to relieve the 
pressure caused by torrential rain).  Manager 
Mark Rothbaum expresses appreciation for 
being invited to join the extended family—
the very one pictured on the cover of the 
1971 album he so admired (Willie Nelson & 
Family).  Promoter David Anderson writes of 
his chance meeting with Willie in an elevator.  
Forty years later, he’s still arranging Nelson’s 
bigger shows.        
        Roll Me Up is peppered with song lyrics 
from throughout Nelson’s career—from the 
Sixties to 2012’s Heroes CD.  Willie also 
teases a forthcoming double-live album 
featuring Leon Russell.  
        It’s an entertaining zinger from the 
hard-working, well-traveled singer.  One 
gets the impression while perusing Nelson’s 
latest pseudo-memoirs that he’s sitting right 
next to you in a rocking chair, personally 
piecemealing the parables between sips of 
hard lemonade and stolen glances at the 
sunset.
www.willienelson.com

~Continued from page 17
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

WINTER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

       It seem as though the time is fl ying by at 
a pace that is almost mind boggling. I can’t 
even stop long enough to look back at what I 
just did, because if I do I will be off schedule 
for my next project. Sometimes I think I may 
have bit off more than I can chew but there 
is something to be said for how a direct time 
schedule forces you to have to produce results 
every day, good or bad. You just have to work 
a little longer on the bad days to fi x your 
mistakes and with all that added experience 
you naturally learn to be a better craftsman. I 
was once told that “repetition is the mother of 
perfection”. Doing things over and over can 
only make you better at it.
          I just signed a contract for a new 
commission to build a Harp Guitar by May 
1st. I have estimated the instrument to take 
about 300- 350 hrs. So having about 150 or so 
days till then, I fi gure I have to work at least 
2-3 hours every day on it to make that happen. 
At fi rst that does not sound like it will be too 
hard to do, but you have to consider that I 
will be building a ukulele and another full 
size guitar during the same time frame. And 
of course there are always the daily or weekly 
repairs that fi nd their way into the shop. 
Needless to say I think my plate is getting full.
  In the last article I talked about the new 
ukulele that I was building. That build is still 
on schedule, but I did come across a small 
snag in the process. I attempted to bend the 
sides by hand using a hot pipe (the traditional 
method). As it turns out, the spalted sycamore 
that I chose tends to be a little unstable 
to bend with that method. It needs to be 
supported from both sides by a metal bending 
strap to ensure that there will be no cracking 
in the bending process. So it will require me 
to build a heating form for this shape. That 
really is not a problem because I will be 
repeating this design in the future so it will be 
worth the time and effort to do so.
       The harp guitar that I have been 
commissioned to build is based on one that 
has been designed and built by John Sullivan 
and Jeffery Elliott in 1986 for touring artist 
John Doan www.johndoan.com. It has proven 
to be very stable and great sounding over 
the years. Other luthiers have built many 
replicas of this design with great success. 
My customer has chosen to use a wood that 
is known as “Zebra” wood for the back and 

sides. It is called that because of its very 
dramatic striping fi gure that runs throughout 
the wood. It is not a wood that is traditionally 
used for guitar building but due to its density 
and tonal capabilities I believe it will prove 
to be an astounding choice for the guitar.  
Another interesting feature of the instrument 
is that it has an additional 8 “super treble” 
strings that are located on the lower treble 
side of the guitar. It allows the player another 
tonal range that is not normally available on 
a normal guitar.  Of course the 6 “sub bass” 
strings, something that the harp guitar is best 
known for, add another tonal quality that 
will knock your socks off. For those of you 
that are not familiar with this instrument, I 
highly recommend you check out this fantastic 
website www.harpguitars.net. It is an excellent 
reference site for everything that has to do 
with the history and development of the harp 
guitar movement from its conception.

       It was 2010 when I last built any major 
new instruments. I fi nd that I’m having to 
go through all of my old  data and fi nd my 
templates and jigs so I can refresh my memory 
of all the things that I have to do. This harp 
guitar will certainly bring on its own particular 
challenges which were not present in my past 
instruments. It’s always very exciting to take 
on projects that there is little information 
on, in regards to the building process, and 
what is out there is diffi cult to understand. 
I have many questions that I’m sure will 
answered in due time. If time allows I plan 
on trying to build two of these instruments 
at the same time. Often it’s just as easy to do 
a process twice and it also makes sure that 

the procedures are ingrained into the brain a 
little more fi rmly. I also will have a bit more 
freedom to experiment with the design as I’m 
building the second one. Things that I believe 
may improve either the structure or the tone 
can be done on the second one and compared 
to the already established plan of the Sullivan/ 
Elliott design. Of course I will be trying to 
document me building experiences throughout 
so that anyone that it is interested can visit my 
website for more info and pictures. 
      

Before I leave I would like to 
remind everyone about a fantastic 
concert that will be held at the 
Kent Stage on Dec 8th called the 
“Woodchoppers Ball”. This will be 
the 12th year that my good friend 
Brian Henke will host this musical 
event. As always, the veteran Mr. 
Charlie Brown will be the M.C. 
and all of the proceeds will benefi t 
the homeless. It is a chance to 
hear 9 of the best musicians in 
the country and help out a good 

cause at the same time. This year is especially 
exciting for me because there will be a new 
comer to the event. Mr. Andy Wahlberg from 
Naples Fla. will be performing on his Harp 
guitar which he has been playing since the 
late 70’s.  A treat that I’m sure everyone will 
enjoy.
So hope to see you there and Happy Holidays 
to all!
  
Thanks Again!
Patrick from Liam Guitars / Wood-n-Strings

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Debonne Vineyards  

Manners Tree Farm  

Ferrante Winery  
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LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Friday, Dec. 7
Winery at Spring Hill

7:30 – 10:30

Saturday, Dec. 15
Old Mill Winery

7:00 -11:00

For more info visit:
www.reverbnation.com

Follow us on
Facebook

Our CD

“Debut De La Fin”

is available

on itunes!

       The very 1st Woodchopper’s Ball 
organized by guitarist Brian Henke was held 
in the year 2000 and was successful enough 
that it was continued again the year after and 
then the year after and then the year after……
and continues on.
        Now in its 12th year, 
the Woodchoppers Ball, an 
annual concert to benefi t The 
Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless is now also 
fi rmly in everyone’s mind, 
a tradition. Every year 9 of 

the best acoustic 
guitarists 
in North 
America are 
invited to 
perform.
     There are 
3 sets of 3 
guitarists on stage at a time, 
each taking a turn playing a 
song until everyone has played 
a total of 4 songs each. Now, 
keep in mind that everyone on 
stage is not only surrounded 

by their peers but also their peers 
are some of the best guitarists on 
the planet. Everyone is not only 
always at their very best but the fun 
on stage is very infectious and is 
easily shared by the audience.
     Many of the acoustic 
guitarists that have performed 
and contributed their time and 
talents are also some of the 
best known and most award 

winning guitarists 
in North America. 
Pete Huttlinger, 
Andy McKee, 
Michael Kelsey, 
Todd Hallawell, 

Robin Kessinger, David Mayfi eld, Tim 
Thompson and Mark Sganga are just some of 
the guitarists that have joined with a veritable 
who’s who of the very best of Ohio area 
guitarists for this show.
      

      
In 2006 Brian Henke 
and Jay Bentoff put 
together and produced 
a 2 disc CD featuring 
26 of the best 
acoustic guitarists 
in the Northern 
hemisphere called 
“The Woodchoppers 
Ball”. The CD is still 
available and is well 
worth the investment.
        

This year will feature, as always’ 
host and master of ceremonies, 
the venerable Charlie Brown and 
guitarists:

Michael Kelsey  
Brian Henke
Mark Sganga
Helen Avakian
Andy Wahlberg
Pete Cavano
Patrick Woods
Jack Wilson
Tim and Myles Thompson

      
Tickets are $20 advance $23 at the door and 
available online at www.kentstage.org . Please 
visit the Kent Stage online or call 
330-677-5005 for more info.
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

 Saturday, Dec. 15

Rise of the 
Guardians
Dreamworks/Paramount  PG  97 min
       Yeah, I know, tis the season, Santa 
Claus is coming to town blah blah blah. 
But you know what? As much as I try to 
Scrooge it up I’m still a sucker for the 
holiday seasons. I’d only seen the trailers 
for this one but I was pretty sure I knew 
what to expect. Quality wise I was pre-
pared for yet another swing at the champ, 
Disney that is, by the upstart Challenger 
Dreamworks.  Something slightly better 
than SANTA CLAUS VS THE MAR-
TIANS.
        Oh I fi gured at least a B minus just 
from the impressive cast. Well, gang, I 
had two surprises. First of all I really, 
really enjoyed it. Second guess what? 
This isn’t even a Christmas movie! Nope. 
Even though one of the main characters is 
jolly old Saint Nick himself this is more 
of a, how do I put it, Jack Frost saves 
Easter movie. Seriously. 
        And while I often gripe that every-
body’s graphics look good these days, this 
looks better than most. 
        One of the plot threads is a bit 
shopworn. Anybody remember tinker bell 
in Peter Pan? Yep, that’s the idea. When 
kids don’t believe in legends they cease 
to exist.
Here’s what happens. Apparently the 
boogie man (Jude Law) has fi gured out 
the Sandman’s technique and is turning 
all the children’s dreams into nightmares. 
The man in the moon has decided to 
pull his mission impossible task force 
together to solve this problem. These 
guardians consist of the Tooth Fairy, the 
Easter Bunny, the Sandman and of course 
the big man from the North Pole Santa 
Claus himself. To everyone’s surprise a 
new member has been added to the team, 
namely Jack Frost. While the others may 
be puzzled Jack is even more perplexed.
And that is one of the major quests of the 
fi lm, the self realization of Jack Frost. 

Anyway it’s nice to see that even if it’s 
a bit cliché ridden and string pulling, the 
story is not 100 percent predictable.
I enjoyed Hugh Jackman’s Easter Bunny 
as a tough guy and the bickering between 
he and Jack Frost reminded me a bit of 
Scotty and doctor McCoy. I especially 
liked Alec Baldwin’s take on Santa, not 
the jolly old elf we are used to but an 
Eastern European type who takes no crap 
from anyone. At any rate the manipula-
tion worked on me.
       I should make a couple points here. 
First I’m sure there will be some reli-
gious folks who might take offense at the 
idea that both Christmas and Easter are 

By Westside Steve Simmons

relegated to the same spiritual level as the 
arrival of the Tooth Fairy, but I’m sure 
my Christian friends have seen worse 
than that. Second I’d imagine this may be 
a bit dark, frightening, and possibly even 
confusing for little children. Anyway I 
loved it. 

A

Killing Them Softly
Weinstein  R  97 min  
       Okay, I’m a huge fan of those dark, 
mean, pretty stories about gangsters, low-

Whooz Playin’

Your Vine or Mine? Winery
Downtown Painesville

First Class Duo

First Class Duo

Your Vine or Mine? Winery
Downtown Painesville

First Class Duo
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Read NCV 
Online

lifes, killers and crooks. You guys know 
what I’m talking about. Movies includ-
ing but not limited to MEAN STREETS, 
MILLERS CROSSING , RESERVOIR 
DOGS, and TAXI DRIVER just to men-
tion a few. Well let me tell you, KILLING 
THEM SOFTLY ranks right up there 
with all those testosterone fueled epics. 
Almost.
        To be truthful there may be a little 
bit of a spoiler here so feel free to read 
the rest of the Voice until you’ve seen it. 
We start out with an apparently brilliant 
plan for a heist. It seems there is a mob 
sanctioned card game which promises to 
have 30 to 40,000 bucks just waiting to 
be stolen. Why is this such a sweet deal? 
Well, a few years back Markey (Ray 
Liotta) who is in charge of this particular 
game actually put together a successful 
scheme to rob it. That was never proven 
to the satisfaction of the mob but the 
suspicion lingered in the air and Markey 
is under constant scrutiny. That game had 
been shut down for a long time severely 
cramping the syndicate’s revenue. A small 
time crook, assumes that if the card game 
was rated a second time the blame would 
surely fall on Markey. That way, hopeful-
ly, the two mugs he hires should escape 
the retribution of the bad guys.
        Of course you can guess that nothing 
is going to go as it was planned. 
Actually it looks pretty good for a short 
time, the morons get the money get away 
and the fi nger is pointed toward Markey. 
Unfortunately Russell (Ben Mendelsohn), 
a junkie, shoots off his mouth to the 
wrong wiseguy. 
        Oh Markey is still in the crosshairs 
since his sudden demise will certainly 
take the clamps off the game and allow 
the illicit profi ts to fl ow once more. Un-
fortunately the three idiots who actually 
pulled off the crime have now had their 
names added to the list for extermina-
tion. In this case the exterminator is a 
soft hearted hit man played by Brad Pitt. 
He’s actually met one intended victim so 
he doesn’t want to do all three hits. Enter 
Mickey (James Gandolfi ni), a depressed 
and alcoholic killer who has ditched his 
parole offi cer to take up Pitts slack.  I 
won’t give away the ending however I 
will say that I was stunned. Should you 
choose to see this you’ll know what I 

mean.
        Something that did puzzle me is this: 
oftentimes period fi lms will use an array 
of pop songs from the time. Here the 
time period is around the 2008 election, 
they’ve chosen to use sound bites from 
the political campaign as backdrop. Now 
I realize that Brad Pitt is not only a very 
political kind of guy but also one of the 
fi lm’s producers. I’m sure someone is 
trying to make some kind of ham handed 
statement here but for the life of me I 
couldn’t really get a grasp on it or work 
up an interest. All I know is that even 
though I was enjoying the ride of the 
fi lm’s intensity it was indeed annoying 
to hear President Obama’s voice honking 
away at his campaign platitudes every 
few minutes.
        Brad, since we know you regularly 
read the Voice, drop me an email and let 
me know what grand idea I may have 
missed. Quentin Tarantino meets Michael 
Moore?
If gritty and violent is your cup of tea you 
will probably enjoy a great deal of this 
as I did. On the other hand the politics 
and the ending pushed killing them softly 
from an A to a B.

B
WSS
Email westsidesteve@aol.com
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You don’t have to leave your dogs
kennelled or alone while you’re away,

they can stay with me!

Call Linde at

440-951-2468

PUPPY RAISER,
Leader Dogs for the Blind

PUPPIES
& SENIORS
WELCOME!

BIG KENNY RECEIVES HONOR FOR 
AFRICAN WORK
        Big Kenny Alphin, one half of Big & 
Rich, will be the second U.S recipient of the 
African Children’s Choir Malaika Award. 
In recognition of his work in the Sudan, 
The African Children’s Choir will present 
the Malaika Award to Alphin during its 4th 
Annual Benefi t Gala in New York City on 
Dec. 3.
       Alphin will perform with the choir that 
morning on CBS This Morning at 7 a.m. 
The award is presented to individuals for 
outstanding work on behalf of Africa’s most 
vulnerable children.
       Five individuals have been presented with 
The Malaika Award including former British 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown; President 
George Bush for his approval of legislation 
combating HIV/AIDS and other diseases in 
Africa, and most recently to Sir Bob Geldorf.
The African Children’s Choir is made up of 
children from the poorest countries of the 
world who have lost one or both parents to 
poverty or disease. Since its inception in 1984, 
more than 52,000 children have been educated 
through the efforts of the Choir’s programs 
and more than 100,000 people have been 
helped through their relief and development 
programs throughout the 7 countries the 
organization serves.
   
UNDERWOOD IS ALIVE WITH THE 
SOUND OF MUSIc
       Carrie Underwood will star as Maria von 
Trapp in NBC’s live broadcast of “The Sound 
of Music,” based on the original Broadway 
musical, it was announced today. The live 
telecast of “The Sound of Music” will be a 
three-hour event on a date to be announced 
near the holidays in 2013.
       NBC is partnering with the “Smash” 
producing team of Craig Zadan and Neil 
Meron (fi lm versions of the Oscar-winning 
“Chicago” and “Hairspray”) for “The Sound 
of Music.” The pair also is producing the 
upcoming 85th Annual Academy Awards.
“Speaking for everyone at NBC, we 
couldn’t be happier to have the gifted Carrie 
Underwood take up the mantle of the great 
Maria von Trapp,” said Robert Greenblatt, 
Chairman, NBC Entertainment.. “She was an 
iconic woman who will now be played by an 
iconic artist.”
       “The Sound of Music,” set in pre-WWII 
Austria, is based on the romantic true story 
of von Trapp, an aspiring nun who leaves the 
abbey to become a governess for the widower 
Captain von Trapp’s seven children and fi nds 
herself falling in love with her employer and 
questioning her religious calling. It premiered 
on Broadway in 1959, where it broke box-
offi ce records and won the Tony Award for 
Best Musical. The 1965 fi lm version won 
the Best Picture Oscar. The show features 
a libretto by Howard Lindsay and Russel 

Crouse and a score by Richard Rodgers 
(music) and Oscar Hammerstein II (lyrics) 
that includes My Favorite Things, Do-Re-Mi, 
Edelweiss and So Long, Farewell.
        This will not be the fi rst time Underwood 
has acted. She made her big screen in the 2011 
feature “Soul Surfer,” following a guest TV 
role on “How I Met Your Mother.” She starred 
in her own holiday variety TV special in 2009 
and has co-hosted the CMA Awards for the 
past fi ve years.

OWENS, FLATT AND SCRUGGS, 
CHARLES SONGS ENTER GRAMMY 
HALL
        Songs by Buck Owens, Flatt and 
Scruggs, Ray Charles and Ernest Stoneman 
will be added into the Grammy Hall of Fame.
Paul McCartney, Bob Dylan, James Brown 
and Elton John are among others who will see 
their songs inducted.
        “With the Grammy Hall of Fame 
celebrating 40 years, it’s especially important 
to note that these entries continue the tradition 
of inducting a wide variety of recordings 
that have inspired and infl uenced both fans 
and music makers for generations,” Neil 
Portnow, President and CEO of the Recording 
Academy, said in a release. “Memorable 
for being both culturally and historically 
signifi cant, we are proud to add them to our 
growing catalog of outstanding recordings that 
have become part of our musical, social, and 
cultural history.”
The songs are:
Buck Owens, “Act Naturally” 
Lester Flatt, Earl Scruggs And The Foggy 
Mountain Boys, “Foggy Mountain Banjo” 
Ray Charles, “Hit The Road Jack” 
Ernest V. “Pop” Stoneman, “The Titanic” 
Louis Jordan And His Tympany Five, “Ain’t 
Nobody Here But Us Chickens” 
Joe Falcon, “Allons A Lafayette” 
AC/DC, “Back In Black” 
Paul McCartney & Wings, “Band On The Run” 
W.H. Stepp, “Bonaparte’s Retreat” 
Lennie Tristano Sextet, Crosscurrents 
Carols Gardel, “El Dia Que Me Quieras” 
Elton John - “Elton John” (CD) 
Little Richard, Here’s Little Richard 
Willie Mae “Big Mama” Thornton, “Hound Dog” 
James Brown, “I Got You (I Feel Good)” 
John Coltrane And Johnny Hartman, John Coltrane 
And Johnny Hartman 
Original Broadway Cast, Lost In The Stars 
Charles Mingus, Mingus Ah Um 
Son House, “My Black Mama [Parts 1 and 2]” 
Francis Craig And His Orchestra, “Near You” 
The Drifters, “On Broadway” 
Billy Joel, “Piano Man” 
Memphis Jug Band, “Stealin’ Stealin’” 
Richard Pryor, That Nigger’s Crazy 
Frank Sinatra, Theme from “New York, New York” 
Bob Dylan, “The Times They Are A-Changin’” 
Whitney Houston - “Whitney Houston”
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Brought to you by:
Doctor William A. Seeds of Seeds Orthopedics & Sports Medicine

University Hospitals u  Hoffman’s Pharmacy u Furniture Towne & Appliance
Compadres Mexican Restaurant u Radioactive Electronics

Ashtabula County Nursing & Rehabilitation Center   u  Chalkbox Gymnastics
GCR Firestone Tire Center u Sports-N-Sports u Pizza Hut

Joseph J. Dragon & Sons Construction u Bortnick Tractor Sales in Conneaut
Bortnick Tractor Sales in Courtland u Elite Employment Center

Boy’s High School Basketball Action is on ESPN 970 FUN

Friday, December 7......... Lakeside vs. University
Friday, December 14 ...... Lakeside vs. South
Tuesday, December 18 ... Edgewood vs. Jefferson
Friday, January 11 ......... Edgewood vs. Conneaut
Tuesday, January 15 ...... Edgewood vs. Geneva
Friday, January 18 ......... Lakeside vs. Chardon
Tuesday, January 22 ...... Jefferson vs. Edgewood
Friday, February 1 ......... Edgewood vs. Perry
Friday, February 8 ......... Jefferson vs. Liberty
Tuesday, February 12 ... Jefferson vs. Lake Catholic
Friday, February 15......... Lakeside vs. Madison
Friday, February 22......... Lakeside vs. Geneva
** Schedule is subject to change

2012-2013 Schedule

All games stream live & are archived on
www.ESPN970FUN.com
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~ Rick Ray

Think That’s Funny?
        You know how sometimes when your 
reading or writing something a word comes 
up that just doesn’t look right, you check the 
spelling but sometimes it still just doesn’t 
look right, just doesn’t look familiar?  Well 
it happens to me anyways and last week it 
happened twice!
        I was reading something and the word 
cleavage came up and for the life of me I 
couldn’t make any sense of it and that’s really 
strange because after all I am a cleavage fan!  
I appreciate a well displayed cleavage and 
think I’m a pretty good judge of cleavage of 
all sizes!  Proper cleavage appreciation isn’t 
imagining you’re seeing the whole set of boob 
enchiladas; it’s more of how it’s presented, 
sort of like judging bunnies at a fair!
       Well sort of, I mean cleavage makes you 
think of something soft and cute like bunnies 
but I really wouldn’t want to see any furry 
cleavage that would be just wrong… really 
really wrong, like man cleavage wrong!  And 
if you try to show me your man cleavage I 
will not hesitate to set you on fi re!
       Now I have been chastised for 
commenting on a woman’s cleavage before, 
which is really baffl ing! I mean if cleavage 
wasn’t meant to be seen then why do women 
show it?  And if I see it I may comment on 
it depending on my mood or if I get fed a 
few ‘Holy Moses’ beers!  If I offend you by 
commenting on your cleavage then you’d 
better hide it when I’m around is all I can say!
       My buddy Brutus and I tried in vain to 
fi nd the cleavage contest at the Medieval Fair 
one summer and to our horror there wasn’t 
one!  What the hell is that all about?  I mean 
there’s cleavage all around you at 
the Medieval Fair but no contest?  
If Brutus and I had lived in that 
time period it would have been 
a short life I’m sure!  Heh-Heh-
Heh!
       The funny thing about 
cleavage is that women don’t 
care about it because they all 
have boobs!
       That leads me to the second 
word last week that just didn’t 
seem familiar when I read it… no 
not boobs, the word ‘funny’!  For 
some reason it just didn’t look 
right and took me a few seconds 

to recognize it, I’m not kidding either!
       The word funny is quite versatile too!  It’s 
used in so many various ways that I fi nd it 
funny how much we use it!  
       We got the funny farm which is a funny 
business that came about by funny ideas and 
that probably earns funny money by growing 
funny things that smell funny which makes 
them taste funny and causes us to do funny 
things and or say funny words!
       And the funny thing about funny is that 
it’s not always funny!  Take the ‘funny bone’ 
for instance, which is not a bone at all, it does 
not really feel funny at all when you whack 
your elbow, yet anyone around you laughs 
when you do hit that mysterious spot on the 
elbow and thrash about in pain, what the hell 
is that all about?
       Now I like to have fun and I’ve been 
called a funny guy quite a few times, and I 
always have to ask “Do you mean funny ha-ha 
or funny queer?”  I guess it’s a 50-50 toss up 
from the responses I get heh-heh-heh!
       I don’t really try to be funny; I just hear 
and or see things that strike me as funny and 
I respond to those funny things in my own 
twisted funny fashion!  That doesn’t make me 
a bad guy; I’m just curious and comment on 
what comes my way, and sometimes it’s funny 
“mwooohaha” not funny ha-ha, and I try to 
avoid funny queer as much as possible and I 
know when I’ve gone too far when someone 
says; “You think that’s funny?” Ha-ha-ha!

~ Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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