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The Lakehouse 
Inn Winery Visit us for your next 

Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete with Private 

Hot Tubs & Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!

Appetizers & Full
Entree Menu

See Back Cover 
For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East
Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661

Laurello Vineyards will be closed 
Dec. 31st  – Feb. 5th
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LOCATED ON THE STRIP
GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE RESORT

Roasted Corn-on-the Cob

Corn Dogs • Sausage • Pulled Pork

Hot Dogs • Fresh Cut French Fries

Hamburgers • Nachos

Cheese-on-a-Stick • Cheese Cakes

Open Weekends
in May!

Free Pop to Mothers
on Mother's Day

       The leadership committee of Pairings, 
Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Experience, is 
pleased to announce that KeyBank Foundation 
will be a sponsor of the educational and 
culinary space in the new Windows on 
Pairings facility in Geneva.
       The vision called “Windows on Pairings” 
came about through a collaboration of the 
Pairings Committee working along with 
Vanadis 3, CEO, Paul Esterer to establish a 
store front in downtown Geneva which will 
offer a scaled version of the overall “Pairings, 
Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Experience” concept. 
The goal is to rehabilitate an existing structure 
on the former Geneva Area City School 
property and have it be operational by this fall.
        “KeyBank Foundation’s core focus 
areas include education and economic 
development,” said Lisa Oliver, KeyBank’s 
Cleveland district president. “We’re very 
pleased to be able to help support the 
Ashtabula County community and this new 
endeavor.”
        Windows on Pairings is designed as 
a new economic engine that not only will 
improve the burgeoning strengths of Ohio’s 
wine industry, but also will create new 
opportunities for Ohio’s food and agriculture 
products through: 
• Consumer wine & food education, including 
wine tastings, food pairings and cooking 
classes
• Regional wine tours, concierge services
• Retail sales of Ohio wines, wine related gifts 
and supplies
• Farmers market
• Special events
• Business development assistance

        Windows on Pairings focus will be on 
providing a full service wine destination day 
one. Additional services will be phased in over 
the next year of operation. Wine programming, 
education, events and culinary services shall 
remain the primary objectives of the center. 
The establishment of Windows on Pairings 
will begin to develop the brand, create foot 
traffi c and raise capital for the overall Wine & 
Culinary Center.   
       Windows on Pairing’s location is in the 

Lake Erie wine growing region on the western 
edge of Ashtabula County and provides a 
central location within driving distance of 8 
major metropolitan areas. Given the available 
population, the proximity of Lake Erie, the 
presence of twenty (20) local wineries, and 
other tourist attractions, Windows on Pairings 
promises to emerge as a signifi cant regional 
tourist magnet in the Midwest.
       “The committee’s goal is to raise funds 
for construction, purchase of equipment 
and initial operating costs in order to give 
Windows on Pairings the best opportunity for 
success”, said Pairings Committee President, 
and Ashtabula County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau Director, Mark Winchell. 
       Pairings, Ohio’s Wine and Culinary 
Experience goal is to advance recognition 
of Ohio’s wine industry, energize regional 
job growth and boost the local economy by 
attracting wine and food tourists and fostering 
new wine entrepreneurs.
       The Pairings committee is preparing 
to plant its educational vineyard and a fall 
opening is planned.  The Committee may be 
contacted at info@pairingsohio.com 

Key Bank Foundation Sponsors 

FIrst phase of Pairings
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www.Abbeyrodeo.com
Abbey Rodeo is now on Facebook!

10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!
Saturday, May 11th

 
Saturday, May 18th

 

10 GREAT years!

We Love YOU!

Entertainment

Emcee • DJ
Bands • Production
Multimedia

440-313-4801
trenda@TrendaRocks.com

TrendaRocks.com

Media Transfer Service!
VHS and SD Cards to DVD

Vinyl and Audio Cassette to CD
$20 per recorded hour, 2-4 day service

(for Blu-Ray, call for pricing)

DJ/Emcee, Trenda Jones
now booking Spring & Summer
Events • Private • Parties • Clubs

New...

TA   E IIK
Playing 80’s Plus

A Little Before & After!

For Booking Call
330-889-0088

Sun. May 12 • 2:30-5:30
Winery at Spring Hill 

Fri. May 10
Krayden Country Bar

WELCOME 
SPRING!

Happy 
Mother’s Day!
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~Continued on Pg. 10

5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-1:00am!
Open at 7am for Breakfast and

cooking until 11pm, fryer may be available later.
Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com
Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8PM-12:30AM

NO BOOKS! NO NUMBERS! NO HASSLES! 

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS

GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

Happy Hour 1-9pm
95¢ Canned Beer & Well Drinks Every Day (Holidays Excluded)

HEATED SMOKING PATIO!

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

ERIN IS OUR MARCH PHOTO CONTEST WINNER!

Full Power!
WOW!

bar and be open until 2:30 AM

May 1st our little bar will be
all grown up! We will have a

ENTERTAINMENT
Featuring “Hunter”

with special guest, YOU
“The Shower Choir”

25+ years providing 
mobile DJ & Emcee 
services plus 15 years 
radio experience!
Fun, Affordable, 

Professional, Reliable, 

Experienced!

Call 440-813-3336
Friend Hunter NCEDJ on Facebook

Some 2013 weddings dates still 
available and now booking for 2014. 
Also available for nightclubs, resorts, 

campgrounds, fundraising
& corporate events, class reunions, 

birthday parties and more!

Happy 10th Anniversary to Abbey 
Rodeo!
        Abbey Rodeo will be celebrating their 
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY in just a couple 
weeks on Saturday, May 11th at Hooley 
House in Mentor and they have some special 
surprises to make the night memorable. 
        The name Abbey Rodeo was coined 
by Fred Grupe and describes the music that 
Chris and Fred originally wanted to play… 
like the Beatles or the early Mersey Beat 
& 60’s sound but also with an element of 
hillbilly and country music to it. When Debbie 
and Bob joined the band they provided a 
big part of the “Rodeo” side of the band 
sound. Their bluegrass and country sounding 
instruments have the ability to transform a 
song. In the studio Fred and Chris used to 
refer to “Crowellifying” a song in reference 
to Rodney Crowell’s mixture of country and 
pop infl uences. Nowadays Abbey Rodeo 
uses the term “Rodeoify” to perform the 
same operation on a song. For example, it is 
amazing how well a fi ddle or a banjo works in 
many Beatles’ songs.
        As the band’s name implies, Abbey 
Rodeo’s infl uences and songlist run the full 
gamut of styles between Rock and Roll and 
Country Music, including the sounds of the 
60’s, Hillbilly & Rockabilly, Pop, Surf, Folk, 
Bluegrass, Blues and more. The combination 
of all of these styles is probably a good 
defi nition for rock and roll music itself. The 
band’s sound is not exactly Country Rock 
either, although that genre could be included 
in the mix. 
        The music is created with acoustic and 
electric guitars, bass guitar, drums, piano, 
fi ddle/violin, mandolin, keyboards/MIDI 
orchestration, harmonica and percussion. 
Abbey Rodeo also has fi ve strong singers 
and one of their highest priorities is to keep a 
strong focus on the vocals and harmonies.
Abbey Rodeo is...
         Chris Butcher - Guitar, Vocals, Verne 
McClelland - Guitar, Vocals, Bob Yocum - 
Fiddle/Violin, Mandolin, Guitar, Harmonica, 
Vocals, Fred Grupe - Bass Guitar, Vince 
Lesso - Drums, Vocals and Pat Shelby - 
Piano, Keyboards, Vocals
        We at the North Coast Voice cannot 
emphasize enough what a great band and 
great group of people Abbey Rodeo is. Please 
continue to help spread the word about Abbey 
Rodeo and if you plan to help them celebrate 
please call Hooley House to reserve a 

table because it will be a huge party: (440) 
942-6611.   www.abbeyrodeo.com (The 
scrapbook page is fun! Many Voice articles 
and memories amongst the archives.)

Happy 13th Anniversary to 
Festivus!
        Festivus, in lieu of their 13th Year 
Anniversary in May will be performing live 
on Fox 8 in the morning show Friday, May 
10th from 7:30 to 9am, Later that evening they 
will play at Classic Park/Eastlake following 
the Lake County Captains game & Fireworks. 
Lead and backing vocalist for the band, Kelly 
Derrick, will also be singing the national 
anthem before the game gets underway.
       Festivus promotes themselves as 
“Cleveland’s #1 Party & Dance Band” largely 
because of their high energy, diverse song list. 
From Neil Diamond’s Sweet Caroline to AC/
DC Shook me all night, with a lot of Classic 
Rock, 80s, R & B and Disco mixed in. 
        The band plays a lot of Festivals in the 
summer. Most notably; St Gabriel’s - Concord 
in June, St. John Viannys’ - Mentor, and 
Immaculate Conception - Willoughby in July. 
A complete schedule of dates can be found 
at Festivusband.com or friend Festivus on 
Facebook. The band would like to thank their 
fans for all the support during the last 13yrs. 
Highlights include playing House of Blues 
and hosting the Tribe jam at Nautica back in 
the day! 
       The seven Festivus members are: Kellye 
Khas/Lead & Backing Vocals, Kelly Derrick/
Lead & Backing Vocals, Ric Koenig/Guitar, 
Lead & backing vocals, Jason Gould/Bass 
Guitar Lead & backing Vocals, Johnny Sustar/
Keyboards, Michael Maloney/Percussion, 
lead and backing vocals, and Rick Hervey on 
drums and vocals. Former Bassist and original 
charter member of the band, Jim Sustar still 
occasionally sits in with the Band. 
         The Anniversary party continues May 
11th at Glory Daze in Wickliffe , May 17th 
Grand River Cellars – Madison, and May 
18th at the Willowick Restaurant & Lounge in 
Willowick. Come out and help them celebrate 
13 rockin years. They live up to the title of 
#1 party and dance band so plan on a night of 
FUN!
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By Donniella Winchell

The “License to Steal,” National Wine Marketing 
Conference att racted a record crowd in 2013

440-259-5077

Spring is Here!

Hours:

Fri. May 3: DJ Jimmy Pepp
Sat. May 11: DJ Jimmy Pepp
Fri.  May 17: Larry Smith Express
Sat. May 18: TBA

Live Entertainment
               

Wine ‘N Bloom Weekends
May 3 & 4 and May 10 & 11

           

www.theoldmillwinery.com

403 S. Broadway
Geneva

440.466.5560
Reservations not needed 
but always a good idea!

Kitchen HoursWinery Hours
Mon-Closed
Tues-Thur 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENTERTAINMENT

Hosted by Susie Hagan

Mon- Closed

Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm

Join us for

Thurs, May 2: Melissa Harvey
Fri, May 3: TBS (new to The Mill)
Sat, May 4: Stone River Band
Sun, May 5: Open mic
        w/Susie Hagan
Thurs, May 9: Evergreen
Fri, May 10: Catfish (formerly Free Howie)
Sat, May 11: The Grinders
                    (new to The Mill)
Sun, May 12: Open mic
        w/Tom Todd
Thurs, May 16: Tom Smith
Fri, May 17: Incahootz
Sat, May 18: Lost Sheep Band
Sun, May 19: Open mic 
                       w/Fred & Cat
Thurs, May 23: Jim & Rob

Now Serving
"Boneless Chicken Bites"

Tues - Wed -Thurs
Introducing our "Burger of the Month”

The Dublin!

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Celebrating

Mothers' Day
Sunday, May 12th

Music by Tom Todd

Tasting Room
Open Every Day!

Bands Fri. & Sat.
7-10pm

DEER’S LEAP WINERY

yy!!
BBBa

R’S EAPPPP II
Steak & Seafood Restaurant

SUNDAY:
TV SPORTS
7.99 Pizzas & Wine Burgers
MONDAY:
Mexican Monday 50¢ Tacos
Half price Margaritas 5-7
WEDNESDAY: 35¢ Wings
THURSDAY: Pasta Bar!

Full Bar • 27 different Beers!

1520 Harpersfield Road • Geveva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

May 3: Take II
May 4: Legacy
May 5: 732 The Electric Duo
May 11: Incahootz
May 17: Take II
May 18: Legacy
May 24: First Class
May 25: Killer Jones Jr.

“DOUBLES FOR SINGLES”
Friday Happy Hour 5-7 • As a singles feature event • 2 drinks for the price of one!

Join us for
SUNDAY BRUNCH

EVERY SUNDAY 10-3!
May 5th Cinco de Mayo • Mexican

May 12 Mother’s Day

        For those who aren’t aware of this great 
event – “License to Steal” is a gathering 
of winery owners and marketing directors, 
tourism specialists, ancillary businesses 
that benefi t from wineries in their region, 
economic development people and all 
interested in the growth of the American grape 
and wine community.
       This year nearly 150 wine marketers, 
tourism specialists, media representatives, 
distributors, restaurateurs and suppliers 
attended the just completed ‘License to 
Steal’ wine marketing conference in Geneva, 
Ohio. In its 9th year, LTS is coordinated by 
several Midwest associations.  This year 
the conference drew attendees from Ohio, 
Missouri, Indiana, New York, Vermont, 
California, Nebraska, Iowa, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, Michigan, Virginia, Illinois, Arizona... 
fourteen states in all.  
       The 2013 gathering, held at the Lodge 
and Conference Center [Ohio’s Wine 
Country Resort] brought social marketing 
insights from speakers like Ron Cates from 
Constant Contact and Josh Hallett of Voce 
Communications whose company works with 
brands like Disney Parks, Sony Computer 
Entertainment America and eBay.  Craig 
Root, a California tasting room consultant 
was Skyped in for a 90 minute very popular 
tasting room session.   Label designers and 
others offered ideas to help all sell more to 

the visiting public, both in tasting rooms and 
beyond a vineyard’s front door.
       Marnie Old, respected Philadelphia based 
sommelier and author joined John Buchanan 
of Lettuce Consulting Group of the Chicago 
based Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises to 
share ideas on making wine approachable to 
consumers not familiar with regional vintages. 
Jeanette Merritt from Indiana Wines and 
Scott Dring from Dublin, Ohio’s Convention 
and Visitors Bureau presented concepts to 
help the marketers in attendance build better 
brand awareness. A panel of wholesalers and 
retail buyers led discussions about breaking 
into markets beyond individual tasting rooms. 
The possibilities for local wines and building 
on the ‘locavore’ movement were shared 
via stories about Locavore Trails, themed 
farm to table dinners, CSA [Community 
Supported Agriculture] focused farmers 
plus insights about the potential doors to be 
opened with regional Farmers’ Markets by 
Jennifer Eckinger of the Pennsylvania Wine 
Association.
       While all of the featured speakers 
presented practical and immediately applicable 
insights and suggestions, as always, the single 
most popular sessions at the conference were 
the annual ‘Steal Sessions’ where, as a part of 
registration requirements, attendees offered 
for theft’ their best personal marketing, social 
networking and money saving ideas. 
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The Lakehouse Inn Winery

Inquiries@thelakehouseinn.com

Book your Spring getaway at our
Bed & Breakfast! Lakefront Jacuzzi Suites!

Live Entertainment

Hours (Winery & Crosswinds Grille)
Wed-Sat 11:30AM-9PM; Sun 12PM-7PM

  Gift
 Certificates!

Sun, May 5…Larry Smith 3-6pm
Fri, May 10…Phil Turk 6-9pm
Sun, May 12…Julie Slattery 3-6pm
Sun, May 19…Tom Todd 3-6pm

Mother’s
Day

CELEBRATE

AT
CROSSWINDS GRILLE

OPEN 12PM-7PM
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

Buccia
 Vineyard

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Already Planning
SUMMER EVENTS!

May 18: German Feast
June 15 & July 13: Steak Fry

Aug. 17: Beef Roast
Sept 7: Pig Roast

All require reservations

Bread &
Cheese Plates
or bring your own snacks!

10am-6pm Mon-Thurs
later on Friday & Saturday • Closed Sunday

518 Gore Rd. • Conneaut
440-593-5976

Sunshine = Wine
on the patio!

Beyond the daytime activities, three evening 
social-business gatherings were planned.  
       The fi rst night, representatives of each of 
the attending state associations participated in 
a dinner meeting to discuss issues including 
the important role played by WineAmerica 
[the national wine industry trade group] board 
orientation and professional development, 
funding mechanisms, the growing importance 
of ‘locavore’ and locapour opportunities 
and various other membership issues.   
       The second evening the group visited the 
Lakehouse Inn Winery and its Crosswinds 
Grille where chef Nate Fagnilli prepared, with 
the help of several local farmers, a ‘15 mile 
meal’ featuring foods grown within fi fteen 
miles of the restaurant.
      The fi nal night featured a wine and 
cheese reception at Laurello Vineyards and a 
fabulous fi ve course, eight wine pairing dinner 
presented by the Ferrante family and narrated 
by winemaker, Nick Ferrante and chef Nina 
Salerno.   
       Dates for 2014 License to 
Steal:   April 8-9-10. If you are interested or 
involved in the wine industry, tourism and/
or marketing in Ohio Wine Country then plan 
ahead to attend. 

In honor of Cinco de Mayo!
 Mexican Triple Sec Sangria
        Sangria is incredibly popular in Mexico. 
This sangria is unusual because it mixes in 
both red and white wine. Usually a sangria 
is one or the other! Triple Sec is an orange 
fl avored liqueur. Substitutions include Grand 
Marnier and Cointreau. 
         The sizes are for a single serving, so it’s 
very easy to mix it up to your exact style and 
taste requirements. 
Ingredients
2oz Pinot Grigio (or light white wine)
1oz Merlot (or a gentle Pinot Noir)
1oz Triple Sec
1oz orange juice
1 slice each of orange, lemon and lime

        Pour the white wine, red wine, Triple Sec 
and orange juice into a large glass over ice 
cubes. 
        Add in a slice of orange, a slice of lemon 
and a slice of lime. Perfect for beating the heat 
on a hot day! 
       To turn this into a party sangria recipe, 
there are usually four large glasses of wine 
in a 750ml bottle of wine. Simply multiply 
all ingredients by four and use a full bottle of 
wine in a large pitcher or bowl.
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By Cat Lilly

Crawdaddy! Magazine Founder 
Paul Williams, R.I.P.

          Before there was Rolling Stone, 
before Creem magazine, pre-dating 
even Living Blues and Blues 
Revue, there was 
Crawdaddy!. First published 
in January 1966 by 17-year-
old Swarthmore college 
student Paul Williams from 
his dorm room, the rock ‘n’ 
roll fanzine was arguably the 
fi rst to look at music with a 
critical eye, considering it art 
rather than mere commerce. 
Within a year and a half the 
publication had grown from 
Williams’ solo effort into a 
thriving business with a New 
York City offi ce and writers 
like Peter Guralnick, Jon 
Landau, and Richard Meltzer 
who would help launch an 
era of music journalism.
          Williams was also an early supporter 
of blues music, covering artists like Howlin’ 
Wolf, Skip James, Junior Wells, and the Paul 
Butterfi eld Blues Band in the magazine, 

helping introduce their music to a young white 
audience. Williams put Howlin’ Wolf on the 
cover of the fi fth issue of Crawdaddy! at a 
time when African-Americans were rarely 
featured on magazine covers for fear of bad 
newsstand sales. Sadly, Williams passed away 
on March 27th, 2013 after a lengthy battle 
with Alzheimer’s disease caused by a brain 
injury suffered during a 1995 bicycle accident.
          While not nearly as well-known as 
many of the writers he published in the pages 

of Crawdaddy!, Williams’ 
accomplishments are 
many. Although he sold the 
magazine in 1968 (and it 
folded in 1979), he would 
later re-launch Crawdaddy! in 
1993, publishing 28 issues 
over the next ten years before 
selling it to Wolfgang’s Vault, 
who continued publishing the 
title as an online zine. Over 
his lifetime, Williams would 
write 25 books, including an 
acclaimed three-volume Bob 
Dylan biography, as well as 
works on Neil Young and the 
Beach Boys, and the best-
sellers Outlaw Blues and Das 

Energi. Williams was also involved with 
science fi ction fandom and was the executor 
of writer Phillip K. Dick’s literary estate.
          Williams’ writing was always 
insightful, personal, and engaging and his 

fanboy enthusiasm jumped off the page. Paul 
Williams should be remembered not only for 
his love of music, or for his invaluable 
contributions to music journalism, but also 
for his unfl inching and colorblind support 
for blues music when it was virtually 
unknown by mainstream audiences. He 
was truly a blues pioneer.  (The early 
issues of Williams’ seminal magazine have 
been made available for reading online at 
the Crawdaddy! Archive.)

The BARRY BASH at the 
BEACHLAND BALLROOM

Six Bands – Two Stages
Saturday, May 4 • 7PM – Midnight

          The Barry Bash is a fundraising 
party to raise money for ALS research. 
The Bright Side of the Road Foundation is 
hosting a rockin’ birthday celebration for their 
founder, Barry Winovich, who has dedicated 
himself to fi nding both a cause and cure for 
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, commonly 
known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Though 
stricken by the disease himself, Barry has 
played a vital role in raising nearly six million 
dollars in research funding nationwide!
          The Barry Bash is at Cleveland’s 
Historic Beachland Ballroom, an area 
landmark that is now Cleveland’s most 
eclectic music club. The ballroom will be 
transformed…for one night only…into a 
stunning musical showcase for an intimate 
audience.

Enjoy music from all these artists under one 
roof:

         Whether you life has been affected by 
this devastating disease or not, this event 
promises to be a music-fi lled night you 
will not want to miss. So spend a night on 
the Bright Side of the Road for this very 
special music-fi lled fund-raising event! 
Reserved seating - Purchase tickets at www.
beachlandballroom.com 
 

GOSPEL BRUNCH
House of Blues

Sunday, May 13th • 1:00 PM
           Looking for a cool way to show Mom 
some love on Mother’s Day? How about 
Kirk Franklin’s Gospel Brunch at the House 
of Blues in Cleveland? Grammy-Award 
winning star Kirk Franklin is joining forces 

Hours:
3pm-1am Weekdays
11am-1am Weekends

(Open for Lunch)

FRIDAYS
KARAOKE

  

$3 Margaritas & Mojitos
$2 16 oz. Drafts

$1.50 Domestic Bottles
                                          $5 Burgers

 Happy Hour Prices!

THURSDAYS

HIGH

: 

LOUNGE

Full Bar w w w 

www.starlitelounge.org

MONDAYS: FREE POOL

TUESDAYS:

WEDNESDAY:

THURS. KARAOKE 7-11

FRIDAY

FREE
MUSIC

PARTY CRASHERZ 
86 K 
COWBOY DONNIE 
EARTHQUAKERS 

LIVE WIRE 
SUNSET COUNTRY
COUNTRY REDFORD

T.B.S. 
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          This time, at the Beachland Tavern, 
Bob Frank will be trading licks and blues 
faces with Sean. The aforementioned Steev 
Inglish will open the show at 8:30, and will 
most likely join the full band festivities as the 
night goes on.
 

Cleveland Blues Society

          The next meeting/jam of the Cleveland 
Blues Society will be held on Monday, May 
13th, at the Blue Rock Café in Hudson. The 
meeting starts at 7:30pm and this month’s jam 
is hosted by the Memphis Cradle. All Blues 
Lovers Welcome!          
The Blue Rock is a relatively new music club 
that has been rocking Hudson with live music 
Tuesday thru Sunday. The Café is essentially 
a spacious bar/restaurant with great seating 
and a wonderful big stage to accommodate 
local and regional acts, in a wide range of 
genres. The place has a great menu, a full bar, 
and a casual, laid-back atmosphere. (The Blue 
Rock Café is located at 5827 Darrow Road, 
Hudson, 44263. Phone: 330-650-2222.)

Blues in Cleveland
5/11 Kelly Richey - “Stevie Ray Vaughn 
trapped in a woman’s body” • Winchester 
5/12 Indigenous - Native American blues 
• Beachland
5/15 Coco Montoya “The hottest southpaw in 
the blues” • Wilberts
5/15 Davina & the Vagabonds - Blues, Jazz, 
Dixieland, & Ragtime • Winchester
5/21 Big Sandy & the Flyrite Boys - Western 
swing & Rockabilly • Beachland

with House of Blues as part of its’ year-long 
20th Anniversary Celebration to produce a 
dazzling transformation of Gospel Brunch, the 
club’s legendary dining and live music show. 
With Kirk Franklin’s hand-picked performers 
showcasing explosive energy, contemporary 
music and spectacular new cuisine, it’s an 
unforgettable spectacle of great tunes and 
tastes.
        House of Blues Gospel Brunch features 
an “All You Can Eat” buffet with a lzive 
gospel performance. Seating is reserved, 
family style (multiple parties seated at 
tables) and all attendees require a ticket. (A 
portion of the proceeds will be donated to the 
IHOBF, providing arts and music support to 
underserved youth.) To purchase tickets, call 
the box offi ce at 216.523.2583. 
Prices: Ages 5 and under – free. 
$18.00 - Children (6-12)
$29.00 - Senior Citizen (65 and over)
$38.00 - Adult (13 and over)
          

SEAN CARNEY
Friday, May 17th • Beachland Tavern 

Blue Lunch

          Back by popular demand, Blue 
Lunch will perform with Sean Carney at 
the Beachland Tavern on Friday, May 17 
for an 8:30 pm show. Sean is the 2007 
IBC Champion, as well as the Albert King 
Outstanding Guitarist recipient. Sean hails 
from Columbus and just got back from a 
word tour of three continents, including 
performances at the Himalaya Blues 
Festival, Spain, and Italy. Blue Lunch 
enjoys collaborations with some of our great 
local talent, as well as with internationally 
renowned musicians. If you caught the 
Wilberts show in February, you would have 
caught Sean and Tim Matson (of Natural 
Facts) trading licks, with Steev Inglish (aka 
Mr. Downchild) sitting in.

PER COUPLE plus
   TAX AND GRATUITY

$115 
6:30  9:30

RSVP TO TARA  tara@mcellars.com
440-463-1044 SPACE IS LIMITED
PRICE INCLUDES ONE BOTTLE OF
     M CELLARS ROSÉ
FEATURING SOLO ACOUSTIC GUITARIST
MIKE FEKETE FOR THE EVENING

T
G

6193 SOUTH RIVER RD.
GENEVA

FEATURING GUEST CHEF
LISA DELGADO

WHO HAS BEEN FEATURED ON 
FOOD NETWORK’S WEBSITE
Gorgonzola, Honey & Pear 

Tapas, Filo Cups, Melon Soup 
Shots, Ceviche: Shrimp, Mini 
Empanadas, Cab Meatballs, 

Shrimp Scampi

THURSDAY MAY 16 2013
ROSÉ RELEASE PARTY

until��

� Cocktail hour from 6:30-7

�

�

DAILY
FOOD &
DRINK

SPECIALS

11 South Ridge Rd. • East Geneva
440-361-4135  www.ctavern.com

Smokehouse           Grille

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS
WEDNESDAY
Mens Night...ALL NIGHT!
Miller Lite $1.50
Great Lakes Dortmunder Gold $3
THURSDAY
Ladies Night...ALL NIGHT!
Raspberry Martini  $3.75
FRIDAY
Long Island Iced Tea  $3.75
SATURDAY
Chocolate Cherry Martini  $3.75

JOIN US FOR

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH!
Enjoy brunch on Mother’s Day and Every Sunday after

10am-3pm • $15.00

Triple Taco

Tuesday
with a Margarita $6.50
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~Continued from page 5

2013 Lakefront
Summer Concert Series

Geneva Township Park
Geneva-on-the-Lake

Sponsored by the Geneva-on-the-Lake Visitors Bureau

FREE

Concerts

Every Tuesday

at 7pm

(Donations accepted by

passing of donation can)

June 11 ... Remember When Band
June 18 ... Northeasterly Winds
June 25 ... Daryl, Daryl & Sheryl
July 2 ...... Blues Project 2013
July 9 ...... The Lost Sheep Band
July 16 ...... The Magic Buttons
July 23...... Cadillac Lilly, Little Big Band
July 30...... Erie Heights Brass Ensemble
Aug. 6 ...... Madison Band
Aug. 13 ...... Young & Blue
Aug. 20...... Geneva Community Choir

Earn a 

at 3
GOTL Strip
Crawls!

1. The Lake Erie
  Monster Crawl
  Memorial Day
  thru Labor Day
2. Thunder on
    the Strip
    Thunder Week
3. Halloween 2013
   Monster Crawl
   September &
   October

Outdoor
Flea Market 

& Craft Show 
Every Saturday

9am to 5pm. 
May 25 thru

Sept. 7
Geneva-on-the-Lake

Recreational Park
5536 Lake Rd.

Geneva-on-the-Lake 

Sponsored by the 
G.O.T.L. Visitors Bureau

Call for space reservations
440.466.8600

www.visitgenevaonthelake.com 

LOST SHEEP
BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. May 18
Old Mill Winery

7 - 11

Fri. May 24
Winery at Spring Hill

7:30 - 10:30

An Ensemble of Cleveland 
Orchestra members with 
guest pianist Dr. Timothy Kalil 
of Ashtabula will perform a 
concert featuring works by deFalla, 
Granados, Brahms, and Bolling’s “Suite for 
Cello and Jazz Piano Trio” on Sunday, May 
19, 2013 at 2:00pm at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in downtown Ashtabula, OH. The 
concert is free and open to the public and a 
free and open “Meet-the-Artists” reception 
follows the recital.  Sponsored by the Fine 
Arts Concert Committee of the Church. FMI 
phone 440-992-8100 or visit
www.stpetersashtabula.org. Address for GPS/
MapQuest: 4901 Main Ave., zip 44004.

SUMMER CONCERTS JACOBS 
PAVILION AT NAUTICA 

STEELY DAN ANNOUNCE SUMMER/
FALL NORTH AMERICAN TOUR 
“Mood Swings 2013: 8 Miles To Pancake 
Day”  • JULY 23rd 
       Legendary jazz-rock icons Walter 
Becker and Donald Fagen have announced 
that STEELY DAN will hit the road again in 
2013, taking their Mood Swings: 8 Miles To 
Pancake Day Tour to over four dozen stops 
throughout North America. The tour makes a 
stop at Jacobs Pavilion at 
Nautica on Tuesday July 
23rd. 
        Concertgoers can 
expect an evening of the 
same high-level of musical 
excellence that garnered 
raves from fans and critics 
alike, and which was 
described by the LA Times thusly: “Everyone 
gathered Friday evening was a believer — 
and they were treated to something close to 
rapture.” The Chicago Sun-Times raved “This 
was different. This was live. This was vibrant. 
This was a cascade of color carried along 
by Fagen, Becker, eight brilliant supporting 
musicians and three superb backing vocalists.” 
       Onstage, Donald and Walter will be 
joined by those same eight brilliant supporting 
musicians, now appearing as The Bipolar 
Allstars (featuring Keith Carlock on drums, 
Freddie Washington on bass, Jim Beard on 
keyboards, and Jon Herington on guitar), 
along with The Borderline Brats — three 
sublime, soulful songbirds. Together, they 
will treat audiences to selections from The 
Dan’s extraordinary four-decade catalog, rich 
with infectious tunes, bodacious harmonies, 
irresistible grooves, and sleek, subversive 

lyrics, punctuated by blazing solo work 
and rich ensembles. As always with the 
adventurous Fagen and Becker, a few surprises 
may be in store as well. 
        STEELY DAN has sold more than 30 
million albums worldwide and helped defi ne 
the soundtrack of the ‘70s with hits such as 
Reelin’ in the Years, Rikki Don’t Lose That 
Number, F.M., Peg, Hey Nineteen, Deacon 
Blues, and Babylon Sisters, culled from their 
seven platinum albums issued between 1972 
and 1980 (including 1977’s groundbreaking 
“Aja”). They reunited in the early ‘90s, 
launching a string of sold-out tours. In 
2000 they released multi-Grammy winner 
(including Album Of The Year) “Two Against 
Nature”, and released its acclaimed follow-up 
“Everything Must Go” in 2003. They were 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
in 2001. 
Visit www.steelydan.com for up-to-the minute 
tour news, information, and on-sale dates. 
Mood Swings: 8 Miles To Pancake Day Tour 
Dates 
Ticket Prices: Reserved $99.50(Gold Circle), 
$75 & $55 General Admission $38.50 
Tickets on sale now and at 
www.ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster 
locations or charge by phone (800)-745-3000 

DAUGHTRY & 3 DOORS DOWN 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3RD 
       Daughtry and 3 Doors Down announced 

the 3rd leg of their 
co-headlining tour 
that includes a stop 
at Jacobs Pavilion at 
Nautica on Saturday 
August 3rd. 

        “We’re very happy to continue the tour 
with 3 Doors Down, and look forward to 
getting this show to the fans that we missed on 
the fi rst 2 legs of this tour!” says lead singer 
Chris Daughtry. 
       Daughtry’s set features the band’s new 
single “Start of Something Good,” from their 
new gold certifi ed album Break The Spell 
along with a plethora of smash hits and fan 

~Continued on Page 22
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By Ron Emser

Um Beer...
Let me tell you about a “Beer Joints R Us” 
Brewery Bus Trip.
        On April 20th, a group of zymologists 
(beer connoisseurs) met up at 101 Bottles in 
Kent, had a slice or two of pizza (you need a 
bottom) and boarded the bus. 
This trip was a “Show me yours and I’ll show 
you mine” trip. Loosely translated, it means 
you bring along a 6-pack, a growler (64oz. 
jug) or a couple “bombers” (22oz.).
So, we embark on our tour to one of my 
favorite spots, Lagerheads Smokehouse & 
Brewery in Abbeyville, (i.e. Medina). 
        But on the way, we commence on sharing 
our beer! Home-brew and craft beers abound!
At Lagerheads, popcorn and warm home-
made pork rind snacks were waiting and a 
tour of the brewery, which included a yet-
to-be-released IPA, called “High Five, and 
“Barnburner” Lager. Scott, the Brewer, was a 

most-excellent tour guide as well.  Lagerheads 
remains at the top of my list. You gotta try the 
wings.
       Back on the bus... sharing commenced.
Stop #2, The Brew Kettle. Always a crowd-
pleaser! Janet always takes care of us. 
Appetizers abound. Nacho platters, buffalo 
dip, incredible wings, etc. plus some “most-
excellent” brews, including my personal 
favorite, “Old 21”. The Brew Kettle also 
features a home brew facility. Interested? 
Back on the bus... sharing commenced, again!
        Stop #3 The World of Beer! A brand new 
craft beer establishment featuring over 50 
craft beer “handles” and over 500 bottles from 
around the world. A raspberry beer shot was 

awaiting our bus! 
       Then on to Ross’s Craft Beer. A super 
source of BEER-TO-GO! Yogi (the curator of 
Ross’s) has 11 or 12 handles ready for your 
growlers. He actually had FREE GROWLERS 
for our bus travelers!
        Back to bus... and once again, more 
sharing, because now we had more growlers!

So there you have it! 6.5 hours 
later we pull into 101 Bottles... 
a little happier than when we 
left!
(The video will be at BJRU.
net, if you want to view!

Next Trip: May 4th! HALF-
WAY TO BEER WEEK 
a.k.a. The “Other Cleveland 
Marathon”.

       This trip 
is coming 
and going 
from West 
25th St. in 
Cleveland. At 
11am we’re 
meeting for 
“snacks” & 
“beverages” 
in the cellar 
of Great 

Lakes Brewing Co.
       All aboard! BEER WEEK’s Beer 
Goddess, Christine Montague & GLBC 
Brewer, Luke Purcell will take us for a visit 
to 6, count ‘em, 6 micro-brew establishment, 
(henceforth the “marathon” moniker).
        The best of the best are featured on this 
trip. Buckeye Beer Engine in Lakewood, 

Portside Distillery & Brewery (newly built on 
the East Bank of the Flats), Fat Heads in North 
Olmsted, The Brew Kettle in Strongsville 
and fi nishing off on West 25th at the Market 
Garden Brewery.
        Undoubtedly this is the best beer bus 
value ever! For $49 bucks you get fl ights/
samples and food along the route, plus the 
extra bonus of Christine & Luke.
       Hope to see you on a BJRU Bus Trip 

soon! Remember, you can make suggestions 
for your own micro-brew tour!

All Aboard! Ron Emser
Ron@BJRU.net 
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By Hellen Marketti

        Marshall Crenshaw’s career has spanned 
over thirty years. Many will remember his 80s 
chart hit, “Someday, Someway” and he has 
been creating music, writing songs, touring 
and working on a variety of projects ever 
since. 
     “My musical taste comes from my dad. He 
was the only adult I knew who didn’t despise 
rock and roll. He actually listened to it and 
liked it and this was during the 50s!” recalls 
Marshall. “While I was growing up I was 
listening to Buddy Holly and Chuck Berry 
when it was all new. My dad played guitar 
because he loved music. He was never in a 
band but had such an appreciation for rock 
and roll. He bought me my fi rst guitar when I 
was around ten. He once took my brother and 
me to see Jimi Hendrix. My mom on the other 

hand was into Broadway show tunes and big 
bands. I didn’t care for that too much. I liked 
my dad’s music better because it was rock and 
roll.” (laughs)
     Marshall knew early on he would not work 
a traditional job and stay in one place for 
his entire life, “I grew up in the Detroit area 
where there was a conformist style mentality. 
Detroit being a factory town, there was the 
boxed in thinking that you learn a job, do that 
job for many years, retire and you’re set for 
life. As I was growing up, I had my own mind 
set and I never shared those same views. I had 
a different outlook on life.”
     Marshall discusses his inspirations for 
music and the longevity of his career. “There 
are always two steps in the process for me. 
First, it’s writing the music, which comes easy, 

and then I try to stay out of the way and let 
it happen. An idea can start small and then it 
builds from there. It’s based on whatever I am 
feeling at the moment. When I write lyrics, I 
like to use clear, plain language. I like to tell a 
cohesive story. The music part comes from my 
psyche whereas the words are more concrete 
and earth bound. It’s always music fi rst then 
the lyrics.”
     “I love doing what I do. I’m conscious 
of the fact that I’m growing old. I feel great 
but I do know there is a time limit. I feel I’m 
worthy of the longevity that my career has 
had. It’s hard to believe it has been 30 years. 
It seemed so far away back then but now that I 
lived it; it didn’t seem like it took that long. It 
went by in a fl ash.”
     Marshall currently has an EP available 
which has three songs. The three songs consist 
of a classic cover, a remake of an original 
from his catalog and a new song. “It seemed 
like something cool do to,” he said. “The 
cover on this EP is “Close To You” (The 
Carpenters) and it’s supposed to be a fun song 
to put a smile on your face. I really love this 
idea of releasing a few songs at a time on an 
EP. I think it’s better than an album. You can 
continue to have a steady fl ow of new material 
instead of dumping it out all at once on an 
album. EP’s are a cool concept.”
    Fans can listen to Marshall’s single, “I 
Don’t See You Laughing Now” through his 
web site. A beautiful song that says those 
words we sometimes wish we could say to 
someone when we have been mistreated. 
Marshall explains, “I describe this song as 
an expression of moral outrage. It’s about a 
person trying to put the screws to their fellow 
man but then got the tables turned on them. 
There is so much of that going on in our 

world.”
     Marshall also has a radio program called 
The Bottomless Pit (WFUV, 90.7 FM) which 
is broadcast from New York. “The program is 
at 10:00 pm (EST) on Saturday nights. It can 
be streamed or you can listen to the archived 
shows. The listeners seem to love it. I have a 
lot of knowledge about popular music. I play 
records from my personal collection on the 
program. Everything I play has some sort of 
personal connection to me. Since I am on the 
road a lot, I do prerecord several shows at a 
time.”
     The Beachland Ballroom is a venue that 
Marshall enjoys. “I have played there several 
times and always have a good experience. 
Cindy and Mark who run the place are great 
people. I like playing there. On May 31, I will 
play with The Bottle Rockets. I’ve been with 
them for two years and we have a nice thing 
going. I love playing music. I can’t sit still and 
I can’t stop being productive. I have a lot of 
respect for the art form. I want to keep doing 
it and doing it well. I love putting energy into 
a room.”

The Beachland is located at 15711 Waterloo 
Rd. Cleveland. Doors open at 7:30 pm with 
the show beginning at 8:30 pm.

For more information about Marshall 
Crenshaw:  www.marshallcrenshaw.com

For more information about The Beachland 
Ballroom: www.beachlandballroom.com

     
     

Interview with Marshall Crenshaw

Appearing Friday, May 31 at 
The Beachland Ballroom
The Bottle Rockets will be the opening act and then join Marshall as his backup band. 



May 1 - 22, 2013 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 13

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

or
www.facevaluemusic.com

Face Value Duo:
Fri. May 3rd 8-12
Quail Hollow Resort

Sat. May 4th 6-9:30
Ferrante Winery

Face Value:
Fri. May 10th 8-11
Beach Club Grill
Sat. May 11th 9-1
Dry Dock
Sat. May 18th 8-12
Quail Hollow Resort

Music of Ella and Ellington
Presented by “The Cleveland Orchestra”, 
with guest vocalist Patti Austin
Severance Hall.  May 18th 8:00 pm
       Dubbed “The First Lady of Song,” Ella 
Fitzgerald was the most popular female jazz 
singer in the United States for more 
than half a century.  In her lifetime, 
she won 13 Grammy awards and 
sold over 40 million albums.
        “It isn’t where you came 
from, its where you’re going that 
counts”
Ella Jane Fitzgerald was born in 
Newport News, Va. on April 25, 
1917.  Her father left while she was 
still an infant and her mother passed 
away when Ella was only fi fteen.  
Orphaned and troubled, she was 
taken into custody and sent to reform school, 
from where she soon escaped.
        She later used the memories from 
these times to help gather emotions for 
performances, and felt she was more grateful 
for her success because of her struggles early 
in life.
In 1934 she won the opportunity to compete 
in Amateur Night at the Apollo, when 
her name was pulled in a weekly drawing.  
Ella continued to make her voice heard by 
entering talent competitions and by 1936 
she made her fi rst recording, “Love and 
Kisses” and was performing at the prestigious 
Harlem’s Savoy Ballroom and earning a 
whopping $12.50 per week.
        In 1938, at the age of 21, Ella recorded 
a playful version of the nursery rhyme, 
“A-Tisket, A-Tasket.”  The album sold 1 
million copies, hit number one, and stayed on 
the pop charts for 17 weeks. Suddenly, Ella 
Fitzgerald was famous.
        Through her career she worked with 
all the jazz greats, from Duke Ellington, 
Count Basie and Benny 
Goodman to Nat King 
Cole, Frank Sinatra, 
Dizzy Gillespie and Louie 
Armstrong.
       “I stole everything I 
ever heard, but mostly I 
stole from the horns.”
        As the era of big 
bands began to shift from 
swing toward bebop, Ella 
began experimenting 
with Scat singing, often 
allowing her voice 
to take on the role of 
another horn in the band. 
Her improvisation and 
vocalization thrilled fans and over the course 
of her career, she became a master of “Scat”, 
almost single-handedly elevating it to an art 
form in and of itself. 
       From 1956-1964 she produced her hugely 
successful “Songbook Series”. Based on 
music from The Great American Songbook, 
a list of the best, most important and most 

infl uential, American popular songs, from 
the 1920s through the 1950s.  Ella recorded 
covers paying tribute to composers such as 
Cole Porter, Duke Ellington, the Gershwins 
and others. 
       Duke Ellington called his music 

“American Music” rather than 
jazz, and liked to describe those 
who impressed him as “beyond 
category”. He remains one of the 
most infl uential fi gures in jazz, if not 
in all American music and is widely 
considered as one of the twentieth 
century’s best-known African 
American personalities.
        Edward Kennedy Ellington 
was born on April 29, 1899 in 
Washington D.C.  His mother and 
father were both pianists and his 

maternal grandfather was a former slave. He 
credits a childhood “chum” Edgar McEntree 
for bestowing upon him the 
nickname of Duke, perhaps due 
to his gentlemanly demeanor.  
He began piano lessons at 
the age of 7 but confessed to 
missing more lessons than he 
attended, because he was more 
interested in baseball.  His fi rst 
job was selling peanuts at a 
Washington Senators baseball 
games.
        “You’ve got to fi nd some 
way of saying it without 
saying it”
 Ellington is best remembered for the over 
3000 songs that he composed during his 
lifetime. His best known titles include; “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing if It Ain’t Got That 
Swing”, “Sophisticated Lady”, “Mood 
Indigo”, “Solitude”, “In a Mellotone”, 
and “Satin Doll”. 
        When asked what inspired him to write, 

Ellington replied, “My 
men and my race are the 
inspiration of my work. I 
try to catch the character 
and mood and feeling of 
my people”.
        Duke Ellington 
infl uenced millions of 
people both around the 
world and at home by 
giving American music 
its own sound for the fi rst 
time. Over the course 
of his career, which 
exceeded 50 years, he 
played over 20,000 
performances in Europe, 

Latin America, the Middle East and Asia.
The following are some of the most 
prestigious honors bestowed upon Duke 
Ellington:
• The President’s Gold Medal in 1966, from 
President Lyndon Johnson 
• The Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1969, 
from President Richard M Nixon

By Don Perry

• 13 Grammy Awards
• The Pulitzer Prize
• The French Legion of Honor in 1973
• A United States Commemorative stamp 
bearing his image, issued in 1986
         No one deserves the phrase “Beyond 
Category” more than Ellington!
         Join the Cleveland Orchestra on May 
18th while they pay tribute to the music of 
Ella and Ellington in the beauty of Severance 
Hall.
Visit www.clevelandorchestra.com for ticket 
information.

Grammy nominated Hammond organist 
Brian Charette brings his Trio to Nighttown 
Tuesday, May 21st 7 pm.
         Described as one of the best of the 
new breed of B3 players, Brian Charette 
has established himself as a leading voice in 
modern jazz.  Since moving to NYC in 1995 

he has become an 
integral part of the 
New York City jazz 
scene. Brian has 
shared the stage 
with many notable 
artists including 
Joni Mitchell and 
Chaka Khan. 
       In addition 
to performing, 
Charette has 
recorded as a 
leader as well 

as a sideman and tours regularly across the 
U.S. and in Europe, with growing notoriety 
in the Czech Republic, where he served on 
the faculty of the 2012 Czech Jazz Summer 
Workshop.  He has been writing regularly for 
Keyboard Magazine for the past 2 years, has 
been featured prominently on instructional 
DVDs and teaches master classes and private 
lessons around the world. 
       Brian’s playing has been described as 
Dazzling and Virtuosic and he was recently 
named runner-up in the Downbeat 2012 
Critics Poll, in the “Organ: Rising Star” 
category and he will be coming to Cleveland 
to perform in a traditional trio format, 
featuring Dan Wilson on guitar and Jordan 
Young on drums. 
       An intimate atmosphere such as the Music 
Room at Nighttown is the ideal setting for one 
to fully appreciate the organ trio and Brian 
Charette is just the guy to show you why the 
Hammond B3 continues to carry such a huge 
presence in the world of jazz. 
Check out www.nighttowncleveland.com for 
tickets and reservations.

My 25 years of professional college
experience can help you reach your goals!

Call or Text Rick
440-413-0247

Specializing in:

Technical Math

Trigonometry

Guidance to achieve
top grades in school
triggers motivation
to succeed in life.
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By Chef C.T. Basil

Fire Up the Grill!
        Chef C.T. Basil is back with another 
Epic Eats. May is here with its beautifully 
colored fl owers thanks to April showers. The 
trees will be blooming in gorgeous arrays of 
colors ranging from elegant white to bright 
pink. Soon the BBQ grills will be out, I have 
already enjoyed a few cookouts this year. 
Soon the neighborhood will be fi lled with the 
smells of smoke and glorious meats. From 
the standard hot dogs and burgers to the pork 
chop and brisket will be tantalizing the nostrils 
drawing us to the grill like Pepe Le Pew.
       There is a difference between grilling 
and Barbequing. Grilling s done with a higher 
heat to sear in the juices this would be done 
with burgers, hot dogs or steaks for instance. 
And barbequing is low and slow, sometimes 
with indirect heat, smoking, or with grill set 
ups that have a pan for liquids in between the 
fl ame and cooking surface. When it comes to 
cooking techniques the grill is my fi rst love. 
I have dedicated so many countless hours 
to the grill, studying and laboring, but all 
memorable. The grill that I started on is still 
at my mother’s house even though I have not 
cooked on it  in a couple of years I still cannot 
let this old broken down grill go.
        This grill was converted from a gas 
grill to a briquette grill; the hood has broken 
hinges from innumerable lifting so it has to 
be removed by oven mitted hands. But, the 
hundreds of pounds of meat that has been 
cooked on it have given the grates a uniquely 
great fl avor. My new passion, when it comes 
to outside cooking, is smoking, but that is 
for a later article or twelve. I still enjoy the 
simplicity of grilling some good ol’ fashion 
American hamburgers. The key, if using 
briquettes, is to let the briquettes ash over cool 
a little. To prevent burning instead of searing 
is to let the coals get to about 350 degrees 
because animal fat catches fi re at 375 degrees 
or so this allows the juices from the meat to 
smoke instead of catching fi re and fl aring up. 
Cook forever Chef C.T. Basil!! 

FIRE ROASTED CORN AND 
AVOCADO BURGER SPREAD

2 ears of corn left in husk silk removed
2 tablespoons butter
4 ripe avocados smashed
2 cloves garlic minced
½ teaspoon cumin
1 tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. cilantro chopped
1 tablespoon lemon juice
salt and pepper to taste

 First take the corn and remove the 
silk, then peel one leaf of the husk and cut into 
thin strips. Make sure the husk you remove is 
long enough to wrap around the ear of corn. 
Spread corn with butter and seal back up with 
the strips of husk. Soak each ear in water for 
45 minutes. Place corn over hottest part of 
grill and roast turning every few minutes for 
about 20 minutes. Remove husk carefully 
for the corn is hot and place back on grill to 
blacken slightly 3-4 minutes. When corn is 
cool to the touch cut the corn from the cob and 
mix with remaining ingredients. Let sit for 2 
plus hours in refrigerator so fl avors combine. 
Spread over a jalapeño studded burger or any 
kind of sandwich you wish to add some extra 
goodness too!
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TREEN INSURANCE

Scott Treen

(440) 576-5926

Auto Home Business Life

We Offer the Personal Service You’ve Missed Lately

"Fun is like life insurance; the
    older you get, the more it costs."
   ~Kin Hubbard

Come for the Food ... Stay for the Entertainment

6884 North Ridge Road (Rt. 20) • 440.428.9926

Free
Party Room
Available!

Free
Party Room
Available!

Comedy Night
Saturday, May 4
8:00 pm 

TROY HAMMOND 

Tickets only $5 in Advance
                     ($7 at the door)
Reservations recommended.

America’s Favorite
Touring Blind Comic!

D

Last Two

Shows Sold Out

Call Early For

Reservations!

DOUG BROWNING - 1956-2012

Live Music Entertainment By: 
Kayla Browning
 Ted Riser
The Dizzy Nurses
Soul Deli
RAMM
Jerry Busch Group
Bogota
Former Members of E-Z Crossin’ 

Sound Provided By   
Mike Raines
Gibson Les Paul Raffl e

All proceeds from the benefi t will go towards Doug 
Browning’s headstone in Riverside Cemetery, Painesville.

       Doug Browning was born July 24th, 1956. He would eventually become the middle child of 
three boys who all became heavily impacted by music. 
        It wasn’t long before Doug would fi nd himself captivated with the music that surrounded 
him in the Browning home. Throughout his childhood Doug’s father, Weldon Browning, played 
guitar in a Christian band called Just Country. The band’s music resonated through the fl oor 
boards from the basement and fi lled their home. His mother, Mary Browning, participated in 
the band singing harmonies which accentuated the family’s love and passion for music. Doug’s 
father, Weldon, would soon teach him and his older brother Dana to play guitar. Doug, along 
with his brothers Dana and Warren (Chip), began their own separate paths in music and at times 
even crossed paths. 
       As a young teenager Doug musical journey began in his fi rst successful band called 
Quicksand. The band originated in the early 70’s and became a popular group among their high 
school classmates, playing at dances and even winning the battle of the bands at Chardon High 
School in 1974. After high school the band broke up and Doug fell into a challenging part of his 
life, but with the support of his family and his musical aspirations Doug quickly found another 
group called The Glory Band. A Christian band introduced in the mid 70’s, The Glory Band 
played at churches and revivals giving Doug a new inspiration.
         In 1980 Doug joined his brother Dana, and become lead singer and rhythm guitarist in 
a band that would soon drive a large following throughout North Eastern Ohio, called EZ 
Crossin’. The band became well known locally and became regular acts at several venues 
including the “Antioch Inn”, “Old Front Bar”, “Captains Quarters” and “Peppermint Stick.” EZ 
Crossin’ packed these venues with their large and enthusiastic fan base. They were an inspiration 
to other musicians in the area. Eventually the band broke up, but Doug continued his journey. 
        After EZ Crossin’ Doug met up with Wally Bryson the former lead guitar player and 
vocalist from The Raspberries. These two outstanding musicians became part of a group known 
as The Sittin’ Ducks. Doug played rhythm guitar and reinforced the vocals. With the band’s 
experienced players the group quickly became popular and played several venues including the 
Cleveland Agora. 
       Throughout Doug’s music career, he developed many relationships with fellow musicians 
and inspired many people. He was not only a great musician but a great friend. Later in his life 
he continued to write and record music and collaborated with other musicians. 
        Doug passed away on October 13, 2012, but the impact he made on his friends, fellow 
musicians, and family continues to resonate among all in harmony.
Cebar’s Restaurant and Lounge is located at 6884 North Ridge Rd. Madison.
Doors open at 4pm, Music starts at 6pm. Please use back entrance and parking.
Cost: $5 donation at the door (First 50 people through the door will receive a free Doug 
Browning CD)
        For Questions and Requests for Other Information, contact Matthew Browning: (330)707-
6726 or visit www.dougbrowningtribute.com

A TRIBUTE TO DOUG BROWNINGA TRIBUTE TO DOUG BROWNING
  Cebars Restaurant and Lounge - Madison ~ May 18, 2013  
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The Covert Operation 
– TCO2
       Plenty of people can play guitar, drums, 
bass and keyboards. But not many can write 
music, and the mark of a good original band 
is not only execution but, at the heart of what 
they do, the song.
        Songwriting isn’t a simple thing. You 
hear of famous artists saying that it took 
‘em a half-hour to write a song, and when 
you listen to the song it sounds like the 
artists spent, well, a half hour thinking about 
what they were doing. Songwriters that pay 
attention to the craft of songwriting listen to 
music differently; they piece music together 
and pull bits and pieces of what they like 
into their memory database. Later, that stuff 
emerges into chord progressions and rhythmic 
references in their own material. Then 
they whittle the idea away until it becomes 
something. The song goes to the band, and the 
band puts its stamp on it. There are a lot of 
pieces to the puzzle and they have to fi t right 
to work.  

         Rob Covert has been writing music for 
a long time, and his band’s execution on their 
new record, TCO (The Covert Operation) 
2, makes his vision work. The wheelhouse 
of the Covert Operation, strong dynamic 
vocals and a crazy musical mash between 
the late 60’s and 2013 really come together. 
I used the analogy that the record reminded 
me of ripping your Dad’s car seat out of the 
old family car and jamming it into a brand 

new hot rod, and 
then pealing out on 
a night on the town 
with your friends. 
You hear references 
to the Beach Boys, 
Beatles, Gary Lewis, 
Paul Revere and the 
Raiders, Dave Clark 
and the Turtles. I 
am always amazed 
at Rob’s infl uences, 
because for a young 
(young-ish?) guy Rob 

digs deep into 
songs that are 
great songs 
but off the 
radar. Then he 
hits you with 
hooky choruses, 
and very well 
executed 
instrumentation 
by some of 
the area’s 
best and most 
experienced 
players. Besides 
Rob’s guitar 
playing and vocals TCO is comprised of; the 
legendary Jim Ales on bass and vocals, John 
Luttrell on all sorts of cool keyboards, the 
rock-solid Bob A. Massena on drums and Josh 

Theilan on guitar, vocals and hitting things.
        Rob’s lyrics are straight ahead and 
personal, they speak to the listener about 
relationships and fi rst-person perspective. 
They are current and topical, wrapped in a 
late 60’s vibe of minor chords, pop and bossa 
(“Flyin”) or pissed off four-on-four choruses 
like “The Plastic Song”, or quiet introspection 
and patience in “Silent Moments”. They come 
from a guy’s point of view, but the mere fact 
that a guy is talking about what he’s thinking 
appeals to his female listeners (no guy does 
that). Rob’s songs are all strong, there is not 
a weakness on the record, and it’s not easy 

to pick out two or three 
favorites when all ten 
tracks are good songs.
        Ashtabula County 
original musicians are 
few and far between; 
you owe it to yourself 
to pop over to itunes, 
give it a listen and then 
for $9.99 download 
it. In particular, every 
musician should walk the 
walk and support some 
of the brightest local 
talent and some of the 
most hooky songs you’ve 
heard in quite some time.
      For more information 
on how to get a copy of 
TCO2 or to hear samples 

from the CD, visit www.reverbnation.com/
thecovertoperation and www.robcovertmusic.
com to view the upcoming show schedule.   

C O hhh ddd ddd ThThTh iiilll iii lll

By Little Jimmy Dazzler

Jim Ales
Call me at (440) 417-2475

or find me on Facebook 
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By Pete Roche

Now Available on iTunes

www.RobCovertMusic.com

1421 Hubbard Rd.
Madison • 440-983-4028

NOW OPEN MONDAY: 
Tues Night: 

Try our Freshly made Pizza, Fresh Wings
with Sauces made Daily, Subs & Daily Specials!

NEW BIGGER BURGERS on Pretzel Buns!
Now Serving Draft Beer

Great Lakes Christmas Ale!

Dry Dock
BAR & GRILL

GREAT FOOD, GREAT PEOPLE,
GREAT LIVE MUSIC EVERY

OTHER SATURDAY!

WEDNESDAY OPEN MIC 
with Dan Powell & April Ely

May 29: TED RISER!

SAT. APRIL 27: SMACK THE FROG 9-1 
SAT.  MAY 11: FACE VALUE 9-1
SAT. MAY 25: MARION AVENUE 9-1  
SAT. JUNE 8: THE FOUR KINGS 9-1

THURSTY THURSDAY 
Domestic Draft Beer only a $1.00!
Miller Lite, Bud Lite, and Yuengling

(Draft only 12oz. cups) A Great Deal!
Come down on Thrusday right after happy hour!

LOOKING FOR EXPERIENCE MUSICIANS TO HOST 
OPEN MIC NIGHTS. STOP BY JAM AND SPEAK WITH 

TARI FOR MORE INFO, BRING YOUR BAND, 
AUDITION TO PLAY AT THE DRY DOCK!

Last Shop Standing: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of the Independent Record Shop
        
         Record Store Day 2013 gave independent music retailers another much-needed sales boost by offering 
dozens of CDs and vinyl 7” and 12” inchers afi cionados couldn’t get anywhere else.  
        Also released in conjunction with the event is a new hour-long documentary about the “holiday” itself 
and the resurgence in mom-and-pop music shops.  Inspired by Graham Jones’ 2010 book of the same name, 
Last Shop Standing: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of the Independent Record Shop follows the author around 
the UK as he chats with proprietors about the cultural signifi cance of standalone rock and roll retailers.  
         Divided into three sections—Rise, Fall and Rebirth—the Pip Piper-directed fi lm takes viewers on a 
virtual tour of nearly thirty record shops, whose owners explain what got them in the business and how they 
survived after big box stores commandeered their customer base and downloading supplanted weekend 
splurging at neighborhood LP shops.
         Jones also interviews musicians Paul Weller (The Jam, Style Council), Billy Bragg, and Richard 
Hawley (Longpigs, Pulp) about the “education” they received while growing up around indie shops.  Smith’s 
guitarist Johnny Marr also chimes in on his fi rst trip to the local retailer:
          “I knew when I hit the bottom of the stairs that this was where I would be every weekend…for the rest 
of my life!” Marr recounts his teenage epiphany. 
          “I walk in looking for one thing, and my brain turns to mush,” says Hawley.  “I always walk out with 
10-20 things other than what I came in for!”
           Speaking with store managers like Keith Hudson (CE Hudsons), David Minns (Borderline Records), 
and Spencer Hickman (Rough Trade East), Jones learns that the birth of the modern record business 
coincided with the advent of rock and roll in the 1950s.  Until Elvis Presley and Bill Haley came along, vinyl 
discs were limited to the 78’s sold in department and electronics stores.  Turntables were just another piece 
of furniture back then, and records little more than something to play on them in the parlor.  But “Heartbreak 
Hotel” and “Rock Around the Clock” struck home with the youth market, whose awestruck teens started 
snapping up singles by the box load.
         The Beatles and Rolling Stones spearheaded the British Invasion in the ‘60s and revitalized the 
record industry while inspiring countless imitator bands.  No longer were outside songwriters, players, 
and promoters needed to transform singers into stars; The Fab Four showed it was possible for a self-contained musical unit to write and perform its own 
material without major label assistance / interference.  The huge demand for Lennon /McCartney hits like “Love Me Do” and “Please, Please Me” kept store 
owners scrambling to keep shelves stocked, and many entrepreneurs took the Beatle boom as a portent that popular music titles couldn’t be relegated to 
small department store display cases anymore.    
        The Seventies and Eighties became the golden age of music retailing, and it wasn’t uncommon to see multiple shops vying for teenage dollars on 
the very same street.  Folk, progressive, and arena rock burgeoned behind major releases by acts like James Taylor, Yes, Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin, and 
Aerosmith.  But several pundits cite the emergence of punk in the late ‘70s as another turning point for the industry.
       “Suddenly any band could make a record…right in their basement,” Jones observes.  “Big labels became unfashionable.”
        Bragg says he wasn’t hip enough to land a record store job in the early days, so he took a gig at a hardware store “weighing out screws and selling 
people wallpaper.”  But he blew all the money he earned at the music shop downstairs. Weller likewise recalls patronizing his local indie store, where he and 
his friends would cram into a listening booth and sample the latest sounds until they were kicked out.
         “Honest Jon”, of London, remembers the fateful day in the late ‘90’s when a customer showed him a new device on which he’d electronically stored 
his entire music collection.
       “It was the fi rst time I saw an mp3 player,” Jon says.  “I knew right away there’d be hard times ahead.”
         Just as CDs replaced vinyl LPs, so did digital media claim a corner of the market at the turn of the century.  Punch Records clerk Ammo Talwar 
explains how computer-centered distribution channels like Napster sapped his customer base.  Record Collector magazine editor Jason Draper agrees that 
the convenience of digital music made people feel as if they’d been getting “stiffed” by the record industry for years.  Computers gave people the power to 
“rebel” by downloading nearly anything they wanted for free.
         Meanwhile, major labels tapped supermarkets and appliance outlets, where relatively little space was needed to display hit records.  CDs became a 
“loss leader” item for places like Wal-Mart, who hoped to recoup a profi t from customers who picked up other big-ticket items during their visit. Many 
retailers, profi led by Jones, suspect these chains acquired their product at a fraction of the cost they paid; they just couldn’t compete with such drastically 
reduced prices.  Soon, those six record shops on Main Street were reduced to one.  
         “There was no road map for any of this, no example of how to learn from mistakes,” comments one store manager.  
          The music industry learned the hard way how downloading would affect their antiquated business models.  Now run by accountants and lawyers 
instead of music enthusiasts, the major labels either couldn’t see that culture was changing right under their noses—or simply ignored the technological shift 
because they didn’t know how to deal with it.  
         “They were sloshing in money but didn’t invest in the long-term,” surmises another retailer.  “They invested in hype.”     
Some indie sellers made the mistake of trying to compete with grocers on price, while the more savvy merchants diversifi ed and offered a wider range of 
selections and top-notch service.  One interviewee tells Jones it comes down to “the quirkiness of the person behind the counter,” whose passion for music 
usually equates—if not surpasses—that of the customer and whose knowledge vastly trumps that of the checkout girl at Target.  Prudent shops catered to 
niche audiences like jazz, punk, and metal.  They stocked musical instruments, sold concert tickets, and struggled to maintain an intimate rapport with their 
discerning clients.
          Founded in 2007, Record Store Day reinvigorated the business with annual exclusives and in-store appearances by vinyl-adoring artists.  Since its 
inception, the April “holiday” has become like “ten Christmas Eves stuck together,” offering rare treats for buyers while keeping retailers’ cash registers 
ringing.  
          The Diskery’s, Jimmy Shannon, believes the rekindled interest in vinyl was ignited in part by a generation of kids inheriting their parents’ old LP 
collections.  At Jumbo Records in Leeds, fresh waves of teens come in asking about turntables and decks.  New bands buck old trends by releasing new 
music on vinyl instead of compact disc—and by packaging the sleeves with download cards so buyers can access digital versions for their portable players.  
         “It’s about ownership,” says another clerk.  “You can make a CD at home now, but you can’t make a record.”
          Marr and his fellow musicians agree.  Hawley relishes the “ceremony” of removing records from their intriguingly-designed sleeves to play them on 
stylus-centric equipment, and having to get up to fl ip the disc halfway through.  This ritual—along with the tactile, sensory experience of vinyl—connects 
listeners with their music in a way iTunes can’t.  Weller claims he still thinks in terms of Side A and Side B when sequencing songs for his albums. 
          Other notable shop owners include Diane Cain of The Musical Box (London), Mike Dillon of Apollo Music (Paisley), Mavis Slater & Chris Love of 
Acorn Music (Yeovil), Phil Baron of sister Ray (London), Ashli Todd of Spillers Records (Cardiff), and Derry Watkins of Resident Records (Brighton).  The 
DVD features over an hour of bonus material—including an extended interview with Marr.
         The offi cial fi lm of Record Store Day 2013, Last Shop Standing is an insightful survey of the music business from the perspective of independent 
retailers who had to adapt to changing tastes and emerging technologies to survive—much less prosper—and makes several key arguments for the lasting 
impact of vinyl as the format of choice.
www.lastshopstanding.com      www.recordstoreday.com 
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HAPPY HOUR MON.- FRI 10:30am-7pm

30¢ A WINGTUES. & THURS.

 

$7.00 
Buckets of 

Beer
WEEKENDS

NEVER
A COVER
CHARGE

$3 Cheeseburger & Fries! MONDAYS

FRI & SAT
BANDS AT

9PM

FRI. MAY 3:
THE BURNT RIVER BAND

SAT. MAY 4: TED RISER
& The Marshall Band

SUN. MAY 5: BRICKHOUSE
BLUES BAND • 4PM

FRI. MAY 10: T.B.S

SAT. MAY 11: NOT RESPONSIBLE

FRI. MAY 17: MARY TAYLOR BROOKS BAND

SAT. MAY 18: WHISKEY COURAGE

FRI. MAY 24: DOUGLAS ALLEN KING BAND

SAT. MAY 25: BAD MONKEY

SUN. MAY 26: BAD MONKEY • 4pm

Annual Memorial Day Weekend BBQ Bash Set for Jacobs Pavilion and Nautica 
Entertainment Complex in the Flats 

        22nd Annual Marc’s Great American Rib Cook-Off & Music Festival to be held May 24-27 
Live Nation is proud to announce its annual summer celebration, the 22nd Annual Marc’s 
Great American Rib Cook-Off & Music Festival, will return to Jacobs Pavilion and the 
Nautica Entertainment Complex Memorial Day weekend. The landmark venue is situated 
along the Cuyahoga River, adjacent to The Greater Cleveland Aquarium. 
        The Marc’s Great American Rib Cook-Off, a four-day grilling showdown and music 
festival, is the offi cial kick off to grilling season and has become Northeast Ohio’s biggest and 
most popular backyard BBQ. Live Nation is the producer of this festive feast on Cleveland’s 
West Bank of the Flats where the ribs are sweeter and the bands are hotter! 
       Without a doubt, competition is at the heart of this annual barbecue bash. Ten professional 
grilling teams from across the country will engage in a fi erce culinary battle for “Greatest 
Ribs in America,” “Butch Lupinetti Greatest Sauce in America” and the coveted “People’s 
Choice” awards. The sauce slinging really heats up Saturday, May 25 when fi ve rookie barbecue 
chefs participate in the annual Marc’s Amateur Grilling Competition. New this year is the 
opportunity to become an Offi cial Rib Cook-Off Judge! Simply download the FREE Live 
Nation mobile app by texting “LNAPP’ to 404040. Prior to the cook-off, one random person will 
be selected and contacted through the Live Nation app about this cool gastronomic prize! 
       Want some ear candy to go with your ribs? There’s an incredible array of tasty entertainment 
this year. On Friday, May 24, the cook-off weekend opens with the Cleveland debut of 
Rocktopia, a unique live concert experience starring fi ve world class lead vocalists and a 
fi ve-piece rock band, backed by two of Cleveland’s treasured performing arts institutions, 
the Contemporary Youth Orchestra under the direction of Liza Grossman and Cleveland 
School of the Arts Choir led by choir-master Dr. William Woods. Rocktopia is co-created by 
Rob Evan and Maestro Randall Craig Fleischer. Evan is lead-vocalist with Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra and has had leading roles in a number of Broadway musicals including the original 
cast of Jekyll & Hyde and Les Miserables, Little Shop of Horrors and Disney’s Tarzan. Fleischer 
is guest conductor at the Boston Pops and National Symphony Orchestra, as well as Artistic 
Director of the Youngstown Symphony. The performance will be enhanced with state-of-the-art 
video production, providing a magical backdrop for one-of-a-kind musical arrangements that 
fuse the worlds of rock, classical music and opera. This evening will create a tour-de-force for 
the students performing with Rocktopia and audience alike. 
        Rounding out the weekend will be pop rock sensation Rick Springfi eld on Saturday, May 
25; Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 2005 inductee and legendary bluesman Buddy Guy on Sunday, 
May 26; and lead-singer from Poison, the incomparable Bret Michaels, who will close the 
weekend’s music festivities on Memorial Day Monday, May 27.
ADMISSION: Adult general admission ONLY $5 with either a coupon from Marc’s or an 
online coupon available at www.fox8.com/rib. Kids 12 and under are FREE everyday, all hours. 

Entertainment continues to be FREE with a paid general admission ticket.
Hours:
Friday, May 24 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 25 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 26 12:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day) 12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

        A limited number of prime reserved seats for Rocktopia, Rick Springfi eld, Buddy Guy 
and Bret Michaels, which also include admission to the Rib Cook-Off, are on sale at 
www.livenation.com all Ticketmaster locations and charge-by-phone at 800-745-3000.
Visit the festival’s website at www.fox8.com/rib or call the Jacobs Pavilion Box Offi ce during 
event hours at 216-622-6557.
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By Pete Roche
GRAND RIVER

MANOR

OPEN
DAILY

INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.
ATM

NETWORK Mastercard
®

®VISA

Watch NASCAR & Indians
on Our Big Screens!

Friday Nite Fish Fry! FREE JUKEBOX!

FOOD
& DRINK

SPECIALS!

All Roads & Trails Lead to the

BAND
TIMES
9-1AM

Tuesdays: 40¢ JUMBO Wings & NOW SERVING BONELESS!
Live Acoustic Music with Jimmy & Friends 6:30

Sat. May 4 - Earnest T Band 9-1

Official Starting Point
Tickets on Sale Now!

Serving Continental Breakfast with Pancakes & Sausage!
 

BBQ Bike Nite Starting First Thurs in June!

        There aren’t many stones Todd Rundgren 
hasn’t kicked over in his 40-plus year career.
        The Philadelphia-bred songsmith 
pioneered garage rock in the semi-psychedelic 
group The Nazz in the late ‘60s before 
blossoming into a consummate pop-rock 
balladeer in the early ‘70s.  For 
better or worse, albums like 
Runt, Something / Anything? 
and Todd, yielded most of the 
AM/FM staples for which 
Rundgren would be known, 
including “I Saw the Light,” 
“We Gotta Get You a Woman,” 
“Can We Still Be Friends.”  
        But the man wasn’t so 
easily pigeonholed.  Rundgren 
lent his production skills to 
albums by such diverse acts 
as Laura Nyro, Badfi nger, 
New York Dolls and Meat 
Loaf while spreading his 
wings (sometimes literally) 
in the progressive-leaning, 
costume-wearing Utopia. He 
thwarted label expectations by 
reinterpreting The Beach Boys, 
Beatles, and Dylan for the covers LP Faithful 
in ’76.  Nearly a quarter-century on he remade 
tracks by some of the groups he worked with, 
naming the project (re)Production. Todd also 
tweaked his own songs, issuing a collection 
of umbrella drink re-imaginings of his biggest 
hits in 1997 and touring them with a tiki bar 
band. 
        Above all else, Rundgren remains an 
innovator—a boundary-pushing, genre-
jumping chameleon who was always willing 
to embrace technology to forward his creative 
vision.  He was one of the fi rst major artists to 
craft an album composed entirely of sampled 
sounds—in this case his own voice—with 
1985’s A Cappella, a suite derived from pre-
recorded passages triggered by the E-mu 
Emulator.  Eight years later he unleashed the 
interactive disc No World Order, a computer-
assisted collage that allowed listeners at home 
to shuffl e the selections, change their tempos, 
and adjust their “moods.”
         Todd returned his rock roots in the 
2000’s, recording some of his best material yet 
with long-time friends Kasim Sulton (bass), 
Prairie Prince (drums), and Cars keyboardist 
Greg Hawkes.  But Rundgren’s 24th studio 
effort has the Hawaiian hermit looking to 
modern machinery once more to arrange 
music that—strange as it may seem—delves 
even deeper into human consciousness.  
Working with Propellerhead compositional 
software on an Apple laptop, Todd wrote and 
performed all the sounds on State, committing 

their digital essences to hard drive via a 
Sonoma Wire Works recording program. 
        Ah, but don’t fear, true believers—the 
new album boasts some of Rundgren’s tastiest 
guitar work in  years, captured and mixed into 
the synthetic brew with a Line 6 Toneport 
input.  

        Rundgren returns 
to Ohio May 14th for 
a gig at The Kent 
Stage.  Die-hard fans 
with a few extra bucks 
can venture to New 
Orleans in late July 
for “Toddstock II 
v. 6.5” a Rundgren-
centric celebration 
culminating with 
big shows by the 
man himself.  Then 
Northeast Ohioans can 
catch Todd again in 
August at The Akron 
Civic Theatre, where 
he’ll play with not one 
but two symphony 
orchestras.  
As for State….

        “Imagination” gels with a synthesized 
arpeggio recalling Tony Banks’ swirling 
keyboard intro to Genesis classic “The 
Lamb Lies Down on Broadway”—but then 
the music shifts into darker territory as 
distorted guitars and heavy drums weave a 
lumbering leitmotif.  The verses are sparse 
and deliberately sanitized, with Rundgren 
pronouncing “I am what I am, and that’s all 
that I am” in a detached tone, echoing the 
philosophical tenets of French mathematician 
Rene Descartes and Popeye the Sailor Man.  
It’s a bleak yet engaging opener whose form, 
execution, and lyrics probe humanity’s great 
questions, albeit in the voice of an automaton 
or some glitchy artifi cial intelligence—like 
2001’s HAL-9000—that longs to become 
more than what it is.  
       “What is hell?” Rundgren bellows, 
channeling Roger Waters in angry Wall 
mode as the menacing guitars resurge.  “The 
same old smell, same old situation...no 
imagination.”  
         “Serious” taps Todd’s sense of humor, 
casting the fatigued “nice guy” opposite 
someone else’s “wise guy.”  Trebly, funk 
guitar chords reverberate over electro-drums 
and jumpy synth bass, giving listeners an 
idea of what might transpire were Brit-pop 
keyboardist Howard Jones to collaborate with 
Nile Rodgers of Chic (“Freak Out”).  The 
guitar fades during the bridge, waning in the 
distance until Rundgren defi brillates the beat, 
shouting “Clear!” as he charges the music 

Todd Rundgren Releases New CD and 
will play The Kent Stage May 14th
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String Prices

In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

Whooz Playin’

    To Book: 440-796-3057
WWW.WHOOZPLAYIN.COM

Your Vine or Mine?

Deer's Leap Winery

back to life.  It’s another clever instance of 
Todd resuscitating (literally, in this case) what 
would seem an overused phrase like “serious 
as a heart attack” by underscoring it with a 
quirky musical fl ourish.
         Delirious dance track “Angry Bird” 
has Todd comparing the cartoon rage of 
the popular aviary internet characters with 
the vexation of women affronted by the 
Republican party’s efforts to legislate their 
bodies.
        “She’s mad as a soaking chicken,” 
reports his dancehall CNN anchor.  “Some pig 
is trying to control her eggs.”
       Snarling guitars swerve beneath pulsating 
bass as electronic squawks fl it between left 
and right channels, creating a deranged 
Doppler effect in what might be considered 
the musical equivalent of a fox raiding a 
henhouse. 
       A love-struck (but socially inept) suitor 
throws himself at the mercy of a prospective 
partner on bubbly bossa nova number “In My 
Mouth.”  But instead of just kissing the girl, 
he proclaims he’s got something in his mouth 
for her.  The poor sod can’t summons the 
words or behavior to express himself because 
he misunderstands true intimacy; he considers 
his desire an affl iction.  Here again we have 
Rundgren exploring a human construct from 
the perspective of a sapient—yet inhuman—
entity.  Imagine Star Trek’s Mr. Spock on 
a fi rst date, and you get the idea.  Love is 
illogical.     
       Rundgren’s lonesome “solitary man” 
narrator pleads for the object of his affection 
to acknowledge him—even if from afar—on 
“Ping Me,” a Bowie-esque exercise that 
couches a tired romantic trope in fascinating, 
technological terms.  Think of it as an 
updated version of Electric Light Orchestra’s 
“Telephone Line,” or Todd’s own “Hello, It’s 
Me.”  
        “When so much time has passed you 
wonder, ‘Are things really the same?’” 
ponders Rundgren in sweet falsetto.  “I 
wouldn’t take up all your time.  Just let me 
know that I have crossed your mind.”
       The narrator of “Smoke” has already been 
scorched by love’s fl ame and vows to guard 
himself from future burns as Todd’s computer 
software blips and bleeps in the background 
like a virtual fi re detector.  Rundgren’s 
“tinderbox of rage and desire” grinds to life 
like an engine, whose rhythm thumps with the 
staccato palpitation of a human heart.  Todd’s 
vocal is pleasant, if aloof (manifesting the 
character’s detachment): “Life was a cherries 
fl ambé…but that was so yesterday,” he muses.  
“Now I am kicking the ashes of a memory 
gone by.”
         Contradictions boing like bumper cars in 
“Collide-a-Scope” as Rundgren studies how 
individuals plug into (or detach themselves 
from) global consciousness.  Machine noises 
warble in a whirling centrifuge of “I’m real 
/ I’m fake” opposites, whose components 

become inextricably entwined.  Rundgren 
concludes that sometimes—perhaps all the 
time—people can’t indulge one end of the 
emotional spectrum without at least dipping 
a toe in the other:  “We love, we hate…we’re 
friends, we’re foes.”     
        Rundgren goes Buddhist monk on 
“Something From Nothing” by likening a 
person of faith to the “sole survivor” of a 
“town dried up long ago.”  Ambient keyboard 
waves roll in and out of the mix like the surf at 
high tide as Todd expounds upon the power of 
belief—a magical process whereby people can 
effectively create something that didn’t exist 
before.  Rundgren’s “Something / Anything” 
dichotomy is most prominent here, during his 
watchmaker’s dissection of science (atoms) 
vs. romance (rainbows) and nature vs. nurture, 
and his spiritual themes make for a nice 
juxtaposition with the cold, calculated (satire) 
of “Imagination.”
        Todd lightens up again at the end, 
slipping on the white loafers of a reluctant 
debutante for the bacchanalian “Party 
Liquor.”  Here, our intoxicated tour guide 
catches himself “thinking thoughts [he] should 
never entertain”—but he retains just enough 
presence of mind to spot the disingenuousness 
of fellow revelers.  He admits he wouldn’t 
shack up with a particular girl were he sober, 
his confession bouncing to a chant-like beat 
lubricated by cheeky lounge keys.  
        “We are so urbane,” he laments—or is 
it a wacky sort of braggadocio?  “I’m mixing 
everything, including grape and grain…
oysters and champagne.” 
        The “True Wizard” trades his pointy 
Merlin hat for a space helmet on “Sir Reality,” 
a fl uid foot-thumper whereon he deconstructs 
a few more fundamentals (truth, mortality, 
freedom) with the “surreal” skills of a 
Salvador Dali-turned-disc jockey. 
        “The truth is plain to see, but you may 
not agree,” surmises Rundgren’s Vulcan-
like Virgil.  “Money brings you joy, and 
knowledge comes for free.”
        Todd embarks on a fi nal guitar solo at 
1:28, the searing tone and tasteful melody 
welcome organic elements in an otherwise 
electronic-laden mix.  Rundgren’s six-string 
prowess in underrated, but State effectively 
renews the argument that his fret board 
histrionics put him in league with Clapton and 
Beck.
         Visit the links below to purchase State, 
or to secure tickets to Rundgren’s shows at 
Kent Stage (May 14, 2013) and Akron Civic 
Theatre (August 31):

www.thekentstage.org
www.akroncivic.com
www.tr-i.com
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Looking for a Drummer
Slaves Metal,

original working band

Must be able to practice once-twice
weekly and travel tri-state area.

Need more details?

Call 440-969-0184
or 440-862-1149

Send message or Facebook page Slaves Metal

favorites including “Home,” “It’s Not Over,” 
“Feels Like Tonight” and “No Surprise” from 
platinum-selling Leave This Town and its 
blockbuster-selling and record-breaking self 
titled debut. 3 Doors Down has just released 
the quintet’s fi rst ever Greatest Hits package, 
and the band’s set brings repertoire from their 
nine #1 chart-toppers to the stage, including 
“Kryptonite,” “It’s Not My Time,” “When I’m 
Gone, “Here Without You” alongside others 
and new tracks “One Light” and “Goodbyes.” 
The band’s lead single from The Greatest Hits 
“One Light” has hit the Top 15 at Active Rock 
radio and continues to make strong moves at 
the format. 
        3 Doors Down singer Brad Arnold 
shares, “We are looking forward to great 
summer touring with our friends in Daughtry! 
Everyone had so much fun on the last two legs 
that we had to add a third and hit some new 
cities and some outdoor sunshine along the 
way. See you on the road!” 
        On November 19, 2012, 3 Doors 
Down released THE GREATEST HITS, a 
collection of nine #1 singles, accompanied 
by three new songs. While many greatest 
hits albums signify the end of a career, the 
band’s recent release is the origin of a new 
chapter. Historically, few artists over the past 
two decades have enjoyed a greater level of 

radio airplay success than 3 Doors Down, and 
with “One Light” hitting the Top 5, the band 
has once again proven they are hit makers. 
The full track-listing includes “Kryptonite,” 
“When I’m Gone,” “Here Without You,” “It’s 
Not My Time,” “Let Me Go,” “Be Like That,” 
“Loser,” “Away From The Sun,” “Duck and 
Run,” “One Light,” “There’s A Life,” and 
“Goodbyes. Originally from Escatawpa, MS, 
the band has achieved success across The 
Globe. 
www.daughtryoffi cial.com     
www.3doorsdown.com 
Ticket Prices: Reserved $75, $59.50, $55, 
$47.50 General Admission $32.50 
Buy a 4 pack of General Admission Tickets 
for $100 
Tickets on sale now and will be available 
at www.ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster 
locations or charge by phone (800)-745-3000 
Text “LN APP” to 404040 to download 
the Live Nation APP All tickets subject to 
applicable service charges and fees.

THE KILLERS 
AUGUST 5TH 
       The Killers Battle Born World Tour will 
make a stop at Jacobs Pavilion at Nautica on 
Monday August 5th. 
       From out of the wreckage of the American 
Civil War, the great state of Nevada came 
into being on October 31st, 1864. Its creation 
immediately helped to secure the re-election 
of Abraham Lincoln, the passage of the 
Thirteenth Amendment and, ultimately, the 
future of the union. Today, that proud but 
painful history is enshrined in the two words 
emblazoned on the upper left-hand corner of 
the state fl ag: ‘Battle Born’. 
       That phrase has always resonated with 
Brandon Flowers. It’s what The Killers named 

their studio in Las Vegas, and when the band 
reconvened last May to start work on the 
follow-up to 2008’s Day & Age, it became 
fi rst a song title, then a thematic touchstone, 
and eventually the name of the album itself 
released in September 2012. But not all battles 
are blood and thunder: after a yearlong hiatus 
that saw three of the four Killers launch solo 
careers, they quickly discovered that timing 
and circumstance can be daunting adversaries 
in their own right. Safe to say, Battle Born’s 
title was well-earned. 
        “It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done, 
no question,” says Brandon. “It’s the longest 
we’ve ever taken to make a record, and the 
longest I’ve ever spent on the lyrics. We 
thought we had enough songs, but then we 
realized that we didn’t, and so we had to 
pound away and grind it out until we were 
certain that we were ready.” 
       Meanwhile, all four members are eager 
to get it out on the road and re-introduce the 
world to The Killers, starting with a series of 
American and European dates this summer. 
“I feel like there are a lot of live moments on 
this album, more than we’ve ever had before,” 
says Brandon. “I feel like people are going to 
be able to relate to and understand these songs. 
Pound for pound, this is our strongest record, 
and I’m really excited about it. We’re starting 
to feel more comfortable being what we are. 
And we’re proud of what we are.” 
www.thekillersmusic.com
General Admission $47.50 Tickets on 
sale Now and will be available at www.
ticketmaster.com.

THE MOODY BLUES 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29th 
       THE MOODY BLUES is one of the most 
enduring and beloved rock bands in music 

history, going 40+ years strong! This past 
November marked the 45th anniversary of 
the legendary album Days Of Future Passed 
(1967) featuring “Nights in White Satin.” 
This tour is an anniversary celebration of that 
album. USA Weekend calls the band “a great 
rock n’ roll band with staying power beyond 
anybody’s wildest dreams” and the NY Post 
says they sound “untouched by time”. With a 
legacy that spans the late 60’s to present, and 
worldwide album sales of over 70 million, 
The Moody Blues have generated a legendary 
list of hit songs (“Nights In White Satin,” 
“Tuesday Afternoon,” “Question,” “Your 
Wildest Dreams” and many others) that are 
regarded as some of the most ground-breaking 
and innovative music of our time. The Moody 
Blues will also release a defi nitive career-
spanning box set titled “Timeless Flight” on 
Tuesday, June 4. The 17-disc set will include 
digitally remastered CDs, DVDs of rare 
television performances, audio discs, a hard 
back collector’s book, and more. The Moody 
Blues – Justin Hayward, John Lodge, and 
Graeme Edge – carry on their magical musical 
legacy to generation after generation, year 
after year. 
For more information on The Moody Blues 
please visit www.MoodyBluesToday.com 
Reserved Tickets: $79.50, $59.50, $49.50. 
General Admission: $29.50 
Buy a 4-Pack of General Admission Tickets 
for $99 
Tickets on sale now and will be available 
at www.ticketmaster.com, all Ticketmaster 
locations or charge by phone (800)-745-3000

~Continued from Page 10
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By Pete Roche

Unstoppable Momentum
        Joe Satriani has always been two steps 
ahead of what’s cool.  
        The six-string guru affectionately known 
as “Satch” gave lessons to Steve Vai, Alex 
Skolnick (Testament) and Kirk Hammett 
(Metallica) in the ‘70s and early ‘80s and 
gigged with The Squares and Greg Kihn to 
pay the bills.  He turned heads with his self-
released debut Not of This Earth in 1986, 
but then he turned the entire shred-guitar 
world upside down with his acclaimed opus, 
Surfi ng With the Alien.  The all-instrumental 
masterpiece showcased not only Joe’s 
songwriting chops and technical facility, 
but also forwarded the idea of what guitar 
rock could be in an era of hairspray-abusing 
poseurs.  As if to underscore the incongruity 
of fancy chops and fl owing locks, the shaggy-
headed Satch went bald in ’95 and has been 
rocking the chrome dome with his trademark 
shades ever since.  
         The NY bred, San Francisco-based 
axeman played with Mick Jagger and Deep 
Purple on the road in the 1990s while 
continuing to release his own mind-boggling 
studio albums, like The Extremist, Crystal 
Planet, and Engines of Creation.  1996 saw 
Satch team with both Vai and Eric Johnson 
for the fi rst “G3” touring guitar collective.  
Later G3 incarnations would fi nd Yngwie 
Malmsteen, Paul Gilbert and John Petrucci 
joining Joe (the trio’s one constant) on the 
road.
          In recent years Satriani’s divided his 
time between solo efforts like Super Colossal 
and stints with super-group Chickenfoot 
(featuring Sammy Hagar, Red Hot Chili 
Pepper’s Chad Smith, and Van Halen’s 
Michael Anthony).  But anyone who feared 
the larger, brighter spotlight would lure “Saint 
Joe” away from his true muse needn’t have 
worried.  2010’s Black Swans and Wormhole 
Wizards saw the fl eet-fi ngered guitarist back 
on his game, hands splayed in death-defying 
confi gurations over the necks of his custom 
Ibanez guitars.  
         Now Satch is back with his fi fteenth solo 
outing, Unstoppable Momentum.  The Epic 
release reteams the guitarist with producer 
Mike Fraser (AC/DC, Motley Crue) and 
keyboard / guitar whiz Mike Kenneally (Beer 
for Dolphins, Steve Vai, Frank Zappa), but 
features the formidable new bass-drum combo 
Chris Chaney (Jane’s Addiction, Slash) and 
Vinnie Colaiuta (Zappa, Sting).
         The title track whirs to life with a 
loping rhythm and optimistic—if unsettling—

progression not unlike “Friends” from twenty 
years ago.  Satch slathers the fi rst “verse” 
with some off-the-cuff leads, but it’s not 
until a minute or so in that he delivers the 
fi rst of many melodic motifs we’ll latch onto 
throughout.  Inspired by the thought of turning 
life’s little collision courses with gargantuan 
objects and obstacles with a sense of 
opportunity rather than fear, Satriani decorates 
Chris Chaney’s warbling bass line with his 
trademark tone.  He throws in a few space-
squawk effects for added measure at 2:00, 
then rides a series of tempo changes at the end 
by conjuring droid-like electronic squelches 
from his pickups.
         “Can’t Go Back” is the fi rst of at least 
three or four new tunes fans will have to 
work into their “Best of Joe” playlists and 
homebrew CDs.  Launched with a playful roll 
by Colaiuta, the track is typical Joe, boasting 
a thick groove and head-bobbing chord 
progression a la “Cool #9.”  It also boasts 
one of Satch’s stronger melodies—the kind 
where his Ibanez does his singing for him and 
emblazons the music in one’s subconscious.  
Auxiliary rhythm guitar lingers in the 
background, but Mike Kenneally—returning 
from 2010’s Black Swans and Wormhole 
Wizards—asserts himself with unobtrusive 
keys.  The chorus is bright and summery, and 
Satch slips in a few of his cosmic little fl urries 
(1:25) to keep it interesting.  
         The menacing “Lies and Truths” stomps 
forth in a wacky time signature, Joe’s crunchy 
chords panning left to right until he introduces 
the fi rst lead.  There’s a spooky segue halfway 
through—then Satriani unleashes a torrent 
of trebly, plectrum-tapped notes on the upper 
frets of his JS2400 than harkens back to his 
tap-happy earlier days.  “Three Sheets to 
the Wind” fi nds the guitarist incorporating 
humor into the music, vis-à-vis a slippery, 
drunken melodic line that would sound just 
right accompanying an old “Little Tramp” 
silent movie starring Charlie Chaplin.  Joe’s 
band veers from rock to honky-tonk, with 
Kenneally pounding his piano ham-fi stedly, 
as a computer-simulated horn section (that’s 
Kontakt-4 software, kids) reiterates the woozy 
theme.
         The brief but beautiful “I’ll Put a Stone 
on Your Cairn” has Satch orchestrating a 
happy eulogy of sorts by weaving blankets of 
string-and-brass keyboard synths and coasting 
the resulting waves with a subtle, engaging 
lead line.  If the guitarist was hoping to 
capture the solemnity of someone contributing 
to one of those exotic-looking Scottish rock 
pile memorials without veering toward pathos, 
he succeeded; it’s a refi ned, bittersweet 

moment that recalls the opening swells 
of “Into the Light” from Flying in a 
Blue Dream.
         “Door Into Summer” and “Shine 
On, American Dreamer” renew the 
momentum (pun intended) with chugga-
chug rhythms and anthemic leads that’ll 
fi t nicely in Joe’s canon of bright, 
cinematic pieces (“Summer Song,” 
“Ceremony”).  Both pack noteworthy 
solos rife with fl uid legato and string-
skipping, but at this stage in his career 
Satriani seems less concerned with 
impressing fellow shredders with stunts 
and theatrics than engaging listeners 
with bona fi de musical compositions that just 
happen to feature electric guitar.  The restraint 
serves him well; Momentum has a plethora of 
magical little moments that repeatedly engage 
the ear rather than merely stroke the senses 
with jaw-dropping—but ultimately self-
serving—pyrotechnics.  
         “Jumpin’ In” and “Jumpin’ Out” are the 
disc’s evil twins—a Tweedle-Dee / Tweedle-
Dum brotherhood of wacky tempos, goofy 
riffs, and ever-changing moods and dynamics.  
“Jumpin’ In” commences with swampy, 
Creole-like keys—but then the band pulls 
back, allowing Joe to hammer-pull his low 
strings for a verse riff that must’ve been pulled 
from the same notebook that birthed “Satch 
Boogie” eons ago.  There’s an airy interlude, 
a piano fi ll—and then Chaney jumps back 
in on bass, throbbing to Colaiuta’s nimble 
percussion.  The jam climaxes with a series 
of musical “stabs” a la the shower scene 
in Hitchcock’s Psycho that has Kenneally, 
Satriani, and co. knifi ng at one another on 

their respective instruments. “Jumpin’ Out” 
rages with an intimidating, psychedelic organ 
riff (think Deep Purple’s Jon Lord, Yes’ Rick 
Wakeman—or even Attila’s Billy Joel) that 
comes up for air just long enough for Satriani 
to eek out a wah-soaked, feline-like lead.  The 
band maintains a sense of play despite the 
ominous overture, breaking at 2:30 for Chaney 
to funk things up on bass and—following 
an organ reprise—some wicked riffi ng and 
whammy bar-diving.  
          “Weight of the World” builds on 
Kenneally’s grandiloquent organ chords, 
clicks along Chaney’s low-end thrum and 
Colaiuta’s refi ned stick maneuvers, and 
climaxes with a frantic solo that has Satch’s 
foot working overtime on his Big Bad Wah 
pedal.  Clocking under three minutes, album-
capper “A Celebration” whizzes by too fast, its 
locomotive palm-muted rhythm and soaring, 
majestic solo making for another memorable 
six-string paean to warm weather, good 
friends, and happy times.   
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
ppodpadec@roadrunner.com
www.wood-n-strings.net 

SPRING SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

Music Festival Time
        It seems as though the Music Season is 
in full swing now.  I just got back from the 
fi rst music festival of the year for me, The 
Riverside Music Festival. This year was the 
fi rst year that I raffl ed off a guitar and the 
lucky winner was Geneva resident, Mr. Jim 
Ales. Many people in the area know Jim as 
the bass player for two great local bands, 
The Lost Sheep and Covert Operation. Jim 
also hosts various open mics in the area and 
promotes music events where ever he goes. 
I could not be happier than to have Jim win 
this guitar. It makes me very happy that “The 
Fitzgerald” will 
stay close to 
home and he 
told me I get to 
visit it whenever 
I want and that 
I still will have 
a chance to see 
it grow up in the 
future. There 
are pictures and 
a short story 
on my website. 
www.wood-n-
strings.net   
       The 
Riverside Music Festival was a huge success 
this year with a lot of great bands such as 
Tiger Maple String Band, Adam Erza Band, 
and Hypnotic Clambake, just to name a few. 
Another thing is that there are always those 
“hidden gems” that you come across; those 
musicians that no one knows about. This 
years’ gem for me was a player on Sunday 
afternoon named, Jared Cooney, who was 
supposed to play with his band, but the band 
had to cancel at the last minute due to the lead 
singer going to the hospital. Sad to hear that 
but the rest of the band members put together 
an impromptu set and then the one guitar 
player, (Jared) who would not have ordinarily 
played his “solo” stuff, got up and blew 
the audience away. Look out Andy Mckee! 
For those of you who are not familiar with 
Mckee, just look on YouTube. He has been a 
phenomenon on the YouTube circuit for a few 
years now.  At any rate the guy you should 
be looking at now is Jared Cooney . He has 
a few short clips on YouTube, but it is much 
better to see him live. I’m sure that you will 
be seeing and hearing of him much more in 
the future. 
         This time of year is very exciting for 

me. I love to see all of the plants starting to 
wake up after their long winter sleep. It’s like 
watching a new born baby wake up and smile 
at you when you’re the fi rst thing they see. 
“Oh, what a feeling that is!” 
        There are many new festivals that I have 
just recently heard about and I would like to 
share just a few of them with you.  First and 
foremost, I would like to remind everyone 
that there is a very important music event 
being held at Cebar’s in Madison on May 
18th.. “Benefi t to Doug Browning” from the 
infamous local band EZ Crossing. Anyone 
who was over 16 in the 80’s & 90’s that lived 

in or around Lake 
County has likely heard 
of this band. The benefi t 
is to raise enough 
money to purchase 
a proper headstone 
for Doug, who so 
graciously shared his 
musical talents with us 
all through the years 
he was with us. For 
more info go to www.
dougbrowningtribute.
com.  Please don’t miss 
this one!

       

Next up is Old Farmers Ball Music Festival. 
This is the 1st Annual event and will be hosted 
by a band called Cabinet.  This festival is 
being held at Montage Mountain on May 11, 
2013 in Scranton, P.A. It’s a bit of a drive, 
but I’m sure that it would be worth the time 
invested. I heard this band last year at the 
Riverside Inn and they are an extremely good, 
fun, party band . I’m sure that they will be 
great hosts for a music Festival. For more info 

go to www.oldfarmersballfest.com
       Another event is a bit closer is in 
downtown Edinboro P.A. called the Art 
& Music Festival 2013 on May 16,17,18. 
It is Free to the public and bands such as 
Donna the Buffalo, Tiger Maple String 
Band and many more will be playing. 
There are open jams, artisans of all kinds, 
childrens’ activities, free music workshops 
and much more. For more info go to www.
edinboroartandmusic.com 
        There is also the 17th Annual 
Outrageous Universe Revival held on June 
7th & 8th on the Kevin Cole Farm in Panama, 
New York 14767. Visit www.ourmusicfest.
com for more info.
        Last but not least, there is the “Mother” 
of all festivals called the Great Blue Heron 
Music Festival held on July 5,6,7 2013  in 
Sherman, New York (about 2 hours away). 
All different styles of music, camping, 
workshops, hiking, bike trails, etc.etc. It is 
the 22nd annual festival held on a 300 acre 
farm owned by Steve and Julie Rockcastle. 
I was privileged enough to meet these two 
gracious hosts at the Riverside Music Fest last 
weekend. They were two of the nicest people 
I have met in decades! If their “aura” is any 
indication of the festival that they host then 

it will be one of the best that 
you will ever attend, I’m 
sure!  Please go to www.
greatblueheron.com to fi nd 
out more. 
        Of course I cannot 
leave without Thanking!!! 
everyone who was kind 
enough to purchase a ticket 
for the “Liam Guitar Raffl e” 
that was held last weekend at 
the Riverside Music Festival. 
I apologize to those of you 
who were not lucky enough 
to win this year, But, because 
you helped in making it a 
very successful event I’m 
sure there will be more 
raffl es to come in the future. 

Congratulations to this year’s Lucky Winner, 
talented musician, open mic host, and all 
around good guy, Jim Ales.  I’ve never seen 
anybody smile so much in my life.  You can 
read more about the event at “Liamguitars.
com” and please “Stay in Tune” whatever it is 
that you do!
Keep Smiling!
Patrick from Liam Guitars / Wood-n-Strings

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures
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In Memory of George 
           George Glenn Jones, considered by many to be the greatest 
country singer ever, died April 26th at the age of 81. 
          Jones’ fi rst number 1 hit came in 1959 with White Lightning, 
a Mercury Records single that topped Billboard country charts for 5 
weeks. He moved on to United Artists and then to Musicor, notching 
hits including She Thinks I Still Care, The Race Is On, A Good Year 
for the Roses and Walk Through This World With Me.
        Jones, known as “The Possum,” was born in Saratoga, Texas 
on Sept. 12, 1931. He played on the streets of Beaumont for tips 
as a teenager. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps before returning 
to Texas and recording for the Starday label in Houston. In 1955, 
his Why Baby Why became his fi rst Top 10 country single, peaking at number 4. That was the 
fi rst of more than 160 charting singles, more than any other artist in any format in the history of 
popular music.
Jones signed with Epic Records in 1971 and worked with producer Billy Sherrill to craft a 
sound elegant and rooted, scoring with The Grand Tour and Bartenders Blues. Sherrill also 
produced duets between Jones and his then-wife Tammy Wynette, and in the 1970s they scored 
top-charting hits including “We’re Gonna Hold On, Golden Ring and Near You.By the time 
Golden Ring and Near You hit in 1976, Jones and Wynette were divorced, and Jones was battling 
personal problems. 
         His solo career cooled until 1980, when he recorded He Stopped Loving Her Today, a 
ballad penned by Curly Putman and Bobby Braddock that helped Jones win Country Music 
Association prizes for best male vocal and top single. The song revived a fl agging career, and 
Jones won the CMA’s top male vocalist award in 1980 and 1981. He also earned a Grammy for 
best male country vocal performance.
          George was the father of four children, two daughters and two sons from his fi rst three 
marriages. In 1983, Jones married the former Nancy Ford Sepulvado. The union, he repeatedly 
said, began his rehabilitation from drugs and alcohol and prolonged his life. He signed with 
MCA Records in 1990 and began a successful run, and he was inducted into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame in 1992. His guest vocal on Patty Loveless’ You Don’t Seem To Miss Me won a 
CMA award for top vocal event in 1998, and it became his fi nal Top 20 country hit.
In 1999, Jones nearly died in a car wreck, but he recovered and resumed touring and recording. 
He continued touring and collected the nation’s highest arts award, the Kennedy Center Honor 
for lifetime achievement, in 2008.
            In late 2012, Jones announced his farewell tour, which was to conclude with a star-
packed show at Nashville’s Bridgestone Arena on Nov. 22, 2013. Alan Jackson, Garth Brooks, 
Randy Travis, Charlie Daniels, Kenny Rogers, Sam Moore, The Oak Ridge Boys and many 
others were set to perform at Jones’ Bridgestone show.

Reid wins Juno for Country Album of the Year
       Johnny Reid won the Country Album of the Year at the Juno Award this weekend in Regina, 
Canada with “Fire It Up.”
        The Junos are the Canadian equivalent of the Grammys.
Crystal Shawanda, who had a U.S. release on RCA, won the Aboriginal Album of the Year for 
“Just Like You.”
       Rose Cousins took the Roots & Traditional Album of the Year: Solo for “We Have Made a 
Spark.” Among those nominated were Corb Lund for “Cabin Fever” and Old Man Luedecke for 
“Tender is the Night.”
       Elliott Brood’s “Days Into Years” was awarded Roots & Traditional Album of the Year: 
Group for “Days Into Years.” Others nominated included Great Lake Swimmers for “New Wild 
Everywhere.”
       Reid’s Fire It Up lost for Video of the Year to Drake for Director X.
k.d. lang was named to the Canadian Music Hall of Fame.
Mumford & Sons won International Album of the Year for “Babel.” 

Steve and Edie Top New Albums Releases
         Steve and Edie lead the list of new releases. Make that Steve Martin and Edie Brickell with 
“Love Has Come For You.” Brickell is best known for her work a few decades ago with Edie 
& The New Bohemains before embarking on a solo career. Comedian, actor and author Martin 
continues being the Renaissance man with his foray into music.
Lori McKenna plays the hometown card in naming her new disc “Massachusetts.” McKenna has 
enjoyed success as a songwriter, including on Little Big Town’s current disc.
Jerry Miller, guitarist for the Eilen Jewell Band, is out with “New Road Under My Wheels” 
(Signature Sounds).
       Eric Brace and Peter Cooper have enjoyed careers as journalists for the Washington Post 
and The Tennessean respectively. Here, they once again join forces for the presumably jokingly 
entitled “The Comeback Album.”
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By Westside Steve Simmons

Mud
Lionsgate  PG13  130 min  
       I’ll be honest with you gang, I wasn’t re-
ally thrilled with the choices of opening fi lms 
this week. In fact there were three to choose 
from.  First, PAIN AND GAIN, an action 
drama starring Marky Mark and the Rock. 
I don’t hate either of these guys, as a matter 
of fact they’re both usually a little bit better 
than I would expect, still that doesn’t mean 
that they’re on my a-list. The second was a 
screwball chick romantic comedy called BIG 
WEDDING. I can’t remember the last time 
I really liked wedding pictures and I’m not 
particularly chomping at the bit to see Robert 
De Niro play yet another gruff father-in-law. 
Come on Bobby. 
         Just as I was about to fl ip a coin I no-
ticed that there was a fi lm called MUD. What 
could this be, says I? It stars Matthew Mc-
Conaughey in a bleak multi-generational love 
story and crime drama. It centers around some 
southern river kids and a charismatic fugitive 
on the banks of the Mississippi. That sounds 
intriguing right? A few years ago it seems 
like McConaughey was going to be the next 
big thing but bad movies, bad performances 
and bad luck seem to have kept him from his 
promise. This is fi nally something I think the 
guy is pretty well suited for and to be sure he 
does a fi ne job.
       Now, when I say love story, it’s actually 
a pretty dark love story, one more likely to be 
found in the Tennessee Williams south than 
the Julia Roberts Manhattan. Mud (McCo-
naughey) is a fugitive from the law who has 
been hiding out in a boat that was somehow 
placed high in a tree on an island in the 
Mississippi River by fl oodwaters. Ellis and 
Neckbone are two teenagers who stumble 
across the hiding place and all become friends, 
confi dants, and conspirators.
         Mud, obsessively and dangerously 
in love with Juniper, (Reese Witherspoon) 
has been hiding from not only the law but a 
vengeful family after killing one of her many 
abusive suitors.
        In fact all three romantic relationships 
in this fi lm are twisted; Ellis and a girl from 
school he fancies, his mother and father about 
to separate and especially Mud and Juniper. 
It’s compelling and even heartbreaking to 
watch these poor folks try and avoid the slings 
and arrows of romance. 
All that while trying to escape the law and the 
bounty hunters.
Refreshingly different.

B+

Oblivion
Universal  PG13  126 min  
        I think it was Gene Roddenberry, maybe 
somebody else, who once said that good 
science fi ction must fi rst be good fi ction and 
I think it’s true. If, as with many Star Trek 
episodes, you could take that basic story and 
switch settings to, oh, modern day or the Wild 
West or somewhere else and it was still enter-
taining then it’s a good story. If, on the other 
hand, the story or fi lm relies on special effects 
or some kind of weird mumbo jumbo, then 
it might suck. I think that’s the problem with 
the new Tom Cruise blockbuster, OBLIVION. 
Like most post-apocalyptic fi lms this one 
takes place many years after war or environ-
mental abuse has destroyed the planet. 
This time it’s war. Cruise is some sort of futur-
istic Maytag repairman whose job it is to keep 
the drones working properly and search for 
scavengers on his daily reconnaissance fl ights. 
According to the radio transmissions from 
Central Command we are just holding the 
fort until the human survivors are ready to be 
shuffl ed off to a retirement community on one 
of the moons of Saturn. (Yeah, that sounds 

habitable right?) Now all the while our hero 
keeps having fl ash back memories of a woman 
somewhere back in the deepest darkest corners 
of his memory.
       Anyway, one day a ship carrying a few 
survival pods crashes near the area. He is only 
able to rescue one before the drones, for some 
reason, start destroying them. Guess who’s 
inside? Yep it’s that dame he’s been dreaming 
about.
         So that’s the mystery. Who is she, who 
are the scavengers, and what the hell is really 
going on here? The answer is a little far-
fetched, but heck, it’s science fi ction. What 
bothered me was the long boring stretch of 
wasted time until that climax rolls around. 
Personally, I think Tom Cruise is a damn good 
actor when he’s placed into a certain style 
of role. This one neither fi ts nor doesn’t fi t 
anyone in particular. So it wouldn’t matter 
if it were at Oscar winner or an extra from a 
Mentos commercial.
And the ending isn’t nearly clever enough to 
make the long wearisome trudge worthwhile.

C
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By Pete Roche

Mick Jagger 
Biography by Philip Norman

         Philip Norman’s new biography Mick Jagger 
(Ecco / Harper Collins) accomplishes the improbable 
by balancing the personal life of rock’s most notorious 
lothario with his professional life as front man of The 
Rolling Stones, leaving nary a date nor pertinent fact 
unaccounted.  
         Unlike his singing subject—whom Norman 
describes as having suspiciously convenient “sieve-like” 
memory—the author latches onto all people, places 
and events in Jagger’s story and pins it down like a 
lepidopterist in order to get at just what made (and still 
makes) music’s fl ashiest butterfl y fl utter.  It’s evident 
Norman (who penned other tell-alls on John Lennon 
and Elton John) did his homework, combing through 
all preexisting bios from key players, analyzing studio 
and tour dates, and thumbing through newspaper and 
magazine clippings.  But this taut, chronologically 
accurate tome reads as if he also enjoyed access to the 
Stones’ diaries and date books.  
        Wanna know what Billy Wyman ate on 7 March 1970?  Don’t be shocked to fi nd the 
bassist’s dinner menu buried here.
         In short, any noun that ever came under Mick’s thumb is scrutinized, with the impact of 
each upon the nimble showman dissected, collated, and quantifi ed.  Myths are explored and—if 
warrant—debunked.  But many legends stand the test of time, however wrinkled they may be.
         Norman escorts us from Mick’s early days in Dartford, Kent, where Basil “Joe” and Eva 
Jagger raised him and brother Chris in a loving but disciplined upper-class home.  We learn 
of Mick’s cleverness at Maypole Infants School and athletic prowess at Wentworth Primary—
where he met monkey-eared Keith Richards. Already an outgoing, girl-attracting lad in his 
preteens, Jagger had a talent for vocal mimicry.  The skill would be useful later, as Mick could 
switch freely between estuary English and faux-Cockney depending on whether he was in the 
company of aristocrats, royals or rockers.
         At London School of Economics, Mick proves a brilliant—if distracted—student living 
on stipend while Richards attends Sidcup Art College (with Eric Clapton, Pete Townshend, 
and other future-rockers).  Despite bailing on school, Jagger’s knack for numbers would serve 
him throughout his career, allowing the peackockian performer to spot discrepancies on bank 
statements and extricate himself from crooked contracts. 
          We delve into young Mick’s love of American R&B, his passion for mail-order blues 
records from the States, and his absorption of folk-based skiffl e music along with “race” music 
by Memphis Slim, Chuck Berry, Howlin’ Wolf, and other Chess Records artists.  Norman details 
the formation of Jagger’s fi rst working band—Little Boy Blue & The Blue Boys—and their 
rough recordings on a “joystick” tape machine at Dick Taylor’s house.  Before long, promoters 
are courting the group for gigs at Alexis Korner’s club in Ealing (and later the rival Marquee 
Club in Soho).  Here, the “kid in the cardigan” with tousled brown hair is tapped to sing with 
house band Blues Incorporated.
          Norman pinpoints the Stones’ fi rst gig at The Marquee (July 12, 1962) and paints a clear 
picture of the bustling Mod and Merseybeat scenes (and sounds) popularized by friendly foes 
The Who and The Beatles.  Dick Taylor (bass) is soon replaced by Wyman, and drummer, 
Mick Avory by Blues Six stickman Charlie Watts (he of the “sad turtle face”).  Laying a groove 
behind Richards and Jones (still going by the stage name Elmo Lewis), the band cultivates 
a dirtier, sex-charged sound that puts them at odds with the Fab Four.  Parents fear them and 
government offi cials loathe their call for “reh-voh-loo-shun.”  
          We peek inside the squalid Chelsea fl at shared by Jagger, Jones, and Richards at 102 
Edith Grove, where the bachelors live in fi lth, shoplift for food, and play host to a parade of 
star-struck females. Former PR man-turned-promoter Andrew Loog Oldham eventually moves 
in (with Jones moving out) snatching the nascent Stones from Giorgio Gomelsky—who’d given 
the band a residency at his Crawdaddy Club in Richmond.  Along with investor Eric Easton, 
Oldham plays Svengali to Jagger, ushering the singer into a larger world and overseeing the 
groups’ fi rst releases on the Decca label. 
       We’re introduced to Mick’s early loves, like Cleopatra Sylvestre and Chrissie Shrimpton—
both seventeen when courted by Jagger.  Shrimpton, younger sister of Vogue model Jean, 
becomes Mick’s signifi cant other but learns hard lessons in love while “living in sin” with 
egotistical rocker at 52 Harley House.  Jagger lavishes Chrissie with gifts (kittens and wooden 

~Continued on Page 28
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rocking horses) but stops holding her hand in 
the presence of other females; it’s a misogyny 
that plays out in future songs like “Under My 
Thumb,” “Lady Jane,” and “19th Nervous 
Breakdown.”
       Norman also traces subplots concerning 
Richards’ dalliance with Linda Keith, and 
Jones’ affair with model Anita Pallenberg.  By 
1966 Richards and Jones are neck-deep in 
drug addiction and insatiable Brian’s knocked 
up no less than four women.  In 1967 they—
along with Jagger—face jail time after a bust 
in Keith’s Redlands home.  The author probes 
the drug raid, dispelling rumors in favor of 
facts (some of them as funny now as they 
were shocking then).  Protest from fans and 
fellow musicians see the Stones sprung from 
prison—but now the “Glimmer Twins’ have a 
rep to go with the rap.
       Oldham is unceremoniously shoved aside 
by New York accountant Allen Klein, who 
bullies Decca out of renewing the band’s deal, 
but—in one of rock’s most Machiavellian 
moves ever—keeps all Jagger / Richards 
publishing rights for himself.  The resulting 
lawsuits would preoccupy Oldham, Jagger and 
Klein for years.  
       “They thought they were giving him 20 
percent of their 80,” says one observer.  
       The book takes us on tour with the 
Stones, reveling in fi rst visits to the U.S. and 
appearances on TV variety shows like Ed 
Sullivan and Top of the Pops.  Mick gets to 
meet his idols during a stop at Chess Records 
in Chicago, and he picks up dance tips 
from James Brown, Tina Turner, and Little 
Richard—whose outlandish moves augment 
his already spastic chicken-on-a-treadmill 
repertoire.  Jagger embraces his stardom 
but shies away from being spokesman for 
his generation (unless pressed) preferring 
to devote his energy to songwriting with 
Richards.  Inspired by Beatles’ albums like 
Revolver, Rubber Soul, and Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band, the Stones revved 
up pop’s raunchiness with Aftermath, Between 
the Buttons, At Her Satanic Majesty’s Request, 
and Beggar’s Banquet.
       Meanwhile, Jones’ multi-instrumental 
abilities are tempered by his rampant drug 
use.  The guitarist abuses girlfriends, goes 
to rehearsals stoned (if he shows at all) and 
pops up on a magazine cover in a black SS 
Nazi uniform. Paradoxically, he keeps a 
garden devoted to Winnie-the-Pooh. When the 
cherubic-looking bluesman drowns in a pool, 
Jagger and co. are left feeling guilty despite 
their efforts to stop Jones’ downward spiral.  
Rather than cancel a huge show planned at 
Hyde Park, the Stones dedicate the event to 
the band’s departed founder.  Jagger caps the 
tribute by releasing a box of cabbage white 
butterfl ies—which decimate local farms over 
the next week.
       The 622 page book leans heavy on the 
Sixties; it’s nearly page 400 before Norman 
gets around to the decade-ending free concert 
at Altamont, California (December 1969) 
meant to thank U.S. fans for their support.  
Modeling the event after Woodstock, Jagger 
sought to prove that 300,000 people could 
come together for a day of unity and music—
but poor planning resulted in chaos. Members 

of opening band Jefferson Airplane were 
bludgeoned by Hells Angels motorcyclists 
hired as “security.” The Grateful Dead refused 
to even take the stage after observing the 
mayhem.  Flown by helicopter to the isolated 
raceway, the Stones tried making the best 
of a bad situation.  But not even mesmeric 
Jagger could quell the violence that ultimately 
claimed four lives.  Norman defends Mick 
against critics, who suggested (in the safety 
of hindsight) the Stones were responsible, 
arguing quite rightly the band did all it could.  
Pulling the plug early only would have 
exacerbated things.
       Oddly, the majority of Jagger’s time with 
the Stones (1970-2012) is condensed into 
the remaining two-hundred pages—a rough 
average of fi ve pages per year; it’s as if the 
author became impatient and hit the fast-
forward button after the Summer of Love.  
We globe trot with Mick and the band as 
they live as tax exiles in Switzerland, France, 
and elsewhere. Norman provides ample data 
on the band’s recorded work and touring 
through present day (Sticky Fingers  to A 
Bigger Bang), taking us into Keith Richards’ 
underground lair at Nellcote for the making of 
Exile on Main Street.  
       We learn of Mick’s tumultuous marriage 
with Bianca Perez-Mora Macias, and his on-
off relationship with Texas-born model Jerry 
Hall—who mothered four of his seven kids.  
We also hear the stories behind other Jagger 
exes, like Marsha Hunt and Luciana Giminez, 
who each bore a Jagger child (albeit thirty 
years apart).  Norman gives the impression 
that “Tyranny of Cool” Mick is in essence a 
decent, caring father even if an unrepentant 
adulterer, a celebrity who came to do right by 
his spouses and kids after years of absence, 
excess, and distraction.  We get the sense 
women soon realized the assumption of risk 
concomitant to loving Jagger; his path is 
littered with females who turned to drugs 
or attempted suicide after being discarded.  
Perhaps most importantly, Norman examines 
the single most important partnership in 
Jagger’s life—his love-hate brotherhood with 
Richards.
       Norman also dishes on Mick’s three solo 
albums and brief fi lm career, with meticulous 
makings-of accounts being afforded 
productions like The Rolling Stones Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Circus, Performance, Ned Kelly, and 
Gimme Shelter.    
       One might say Norman’s bulky bio leaves 
nary a stone unturned. Those hungry for 
gossip can fi nd it in countless other tabloid 
tell-alls that skimp on the music.  Mick Jagger 
is a comprehensive endeavor that focuses on 
who the singer is, what compels his work, 
and how he’s comported himself and ruled 
his extensive “Lapping Tongue” empire over 
a half-century.  Sure, there’s a bit of kiss-
and-tell, but Norman psychoanalyzes Mick’s 
internal Beauty & Beast—lips, hips, warts, 
wrinkles and all—exposing the man behind 
the music that defi ned a generation.

Welcome to “Planet Jagger.” 

~Continued from Page 27
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       Participating retailers across North 
America and the world will be giving away 
free comic books to everyone entering their 
stores.  There’s no catch, but selections are 
limited to the “Gold” and 
“Silver” titles provided 
by publishers like Marvel, 
DC, Dark Horse, and 
Bongo.  Most stores 
self-police for the event, 
requesting that patrons go 
by the honor system and 
help themselves to one 
copy each of whatever 
titles catch their eye.
       Retailers pay cost 
(between ten and twelve 
cents) for each book they 
giveaway—and they’ll 
be offering thousands of 
issues, strictly gratis.  
So what’s the attraction?
       First administered by publishers, suppliers 
and distributors in 2002, Free Comic Book 
Day is a celebration of the comic book as 
entertainment—and as a valid medium of 
contemporary art.  Superheroes mean big 
money at the box offi ce these days, in case 
you haven’t noticed.  The Avengers and The 
Dark Knight Rises drew record numbers last 
summer, and future fi lms from Marvel and DC 
are poised to do the same.  Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, Sucker Punch, and Kick Ass 
were all comics before they became movies, 
and these days studios are more willing than 
ever to green-light even the most obscure titles 
for production in hopes of landing a runaway 
hit—or even jumpstarting a successful 
franchise.  
       The FCBD promotion is designed 
to educate the public and recruit a new 
generation of comic readers.  Of course, by 
enticing visitors who don’t usually come in, 
retailers hope to get customers dropping some 
serious coin on non-FCBD inventory and keep 
them coming back.  Many outlets will feature 
guest writers and illustrators for the event.  
       Since its inception, FCBD has often 
been timed with the releases of major motion 
pictures based on comic book heroes.  The 
fi rst FCBD coincided with the release of Sam 
Raimi’s fi rst Spider-Man movie in 2002.  
Subsequent Free Comic days overlapped 
openings for X-Men, Spider-Man 2, Iron Man, 
Dark Knight, and Captain America on the 
pre-Summer calendar.  This year’s titles cross-
promote upcoming fi lms like Iron Man 3, The 
Wolverine, and Man of Steel.
       FCBD 2013 is sponsored by San Diego 

Comic Con, UPS, and Transcontinental 
Printing.
         Inventory will vary at all the mom-and-
pop shops, but there’ll be appropriate titles 

for every age.  Grown-ups 
can enjoy grittier stuff like the 
comic version of The Walking 
Dead.  Kids can grab a handful 
of books featuring Spongebob 
Squarepants, The Smurfs, 
and Sesame Street characters.  
Other releases from Marvel, 
DC, Bongo, IDM, and Archie 
will feature old standbys like 
Batman, Superman, Judge 
Dredd, The Tick, and Sonic the 
Hedgehog.
        So unleash your inner geek 
and treat your kids—or your 
own inner child—to FCBD.  
You’ll be able to walk out of 
your local independent dealer 

with a bagful of a dozen titles without having 
to pay a penny.  
Visit www.freecomicbookday.com to learn 
more about this year’s books and find a store 
location near you. 
Also visit www.cnjcomics.com 

This year’s Free Comic Book Day is 
Saturday, May 4, 2013

By Pete Roche
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~ Rick Ray

Quitcherbicthin!
        Any similarity between this article and 
an actual literary work of art is intentionally 
coincidental!
        So far today I’ve done pretty well.  I 
haven’t gossiped, lusted, lost my temper, I 
haven’t been greedy, grumpy, nasty, egocentric 
or pathetic. I’m kind of proud of myself 
actually!  In a few minutes, though, I’m going 
to get out of bed; from then on I’m probably 
going to be stressed out and a real pain in the 
ass! Heh-heh-heh!
        Stress has been called the silent killer, 
hmm… I don’t know about you but my stress 
is pretty loud!  It’s like going to the laundry 
mat and putting 25 superballs in a dryer and 
listening to the annoying sounds they make; 
PUNG-PA-PONG-PA-PUNG-PONG-PUNG, 
until they all melt into one giant glob and start 
to slam with a big echoing THUMP-THA-
THUMP, that’s my brain after being stressed 
out!
        I’ve been told that I don’t suffer from 
stress that I’m a carrier, hahaha!  So okay, 
maybe I’ve done my share of stressing some 
poor sap to the point of wanting to hurt me, 
but I like to share my experiences, so to help 
relieve my stress someone needs to just hold 
still while I allocate some of it to them!  Hey, 
everybody is somebody else’s weirdo; it could 
be worse… I could be twins!
       A doctor once said that the three best 
ways to beat stress are, getting a dog, going 
to church and making love but not to do all 
three at once, and I agree!  There are several 
reasons I don’t have a dog or go to church but 
only one reason I won’t make love, and that is 
if I’m by myself, then it’s just sex! Heh-heh-
heh!  Also I do not condone making love with 

a dog, but if you do please ask the dog to wear 
a condom!
       Stress has also been described as when 
you wake up screaming and you realize that 
you haven’t fallen asleep yet!  I hate it when 
that happens, and so do the neighbors!  
       Stressed people are really annoying too!  
I’ve been suckered into listening to some 
of those who think that we’re in a stress 
competition all of a sudden, and really start 
pissin-&-moanin at full force when I try to 
relate with my stress stories!
        Now I have to decide if I’m going to 
enter the stress competition or ignore it!  Now 
I can run a pretty good whiner mile, but there 
are some out there that run the whiner mile 
with a friggen steamroller and just smash 
me!  Trying to convince them that my stress is 
better than their stress is like trying to invent a 
breast pump for men!
Umm… that’s kinda kinky!  Hmm…
        Ahem… oh… uh, anyways there are 
some people that just really despise whiners 
and complainers.  They’ll ask if they dropped 
you and a bowling ball off a tall building at 
the same time, which will hit the ground fi rst!  
To those freaks I respond, “What do you call a 
male ladybird?”
         Some things are worthy of whining and 
complaining though.  For instance I’ve just 
learned that women are born better smellers 
than men! Studies show that women correctly 
pinpoint which smell is which unlike their 
male counterpart. That’s just not fair; I want 
to smell like a woman too!  Uhh… wait a 
minute… oh never mind!
       So when life hands you a box of lemons, 
quitcherbitchin, just get a bottle of tequila and 

some salt and get on with it, 
but if you see a dog wearing 
a condom, glaring at you… 
RUN AWAY!

~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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