


2 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 31, 2014 - January 14, 2015

Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete 
with Private Hot Tubs 

& Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL 

YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!
Appetizers & Full Entree 

Menu
See Back Cover For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661
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5653 Lake Road

Geneva-on-the-Lake

440-466-8668

www.crosswindsgrille.com
Crosswinds Grille Hours thru January:

Farm-to-Table Cuisine
Featuring...

In a Casual Lakefront Setting

Stimulate your taste buds and 
delight your palate in a

blind food sensory adventure!
Guests will be served a 5 Course 
Dinner, each course will be paired 

with an appropriate wine or cocktail. 
$65/pp. Call for Reservations.
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TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com
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Dec. 31 • 8-11
Goddess Winehouse
Rockin’ in the
New Year in Saybrook!
 
Jan. 2 • 7-10
Winery at Spring Hill
New! Take II Trio
 
Jan. 3 • 7-10
Halliday Winery
Lake Milton, OH
 
Jan 10 • 7-10
Greene Eagle
Davis Peck Rd. • Greene, OH

COME
DANCE!

Entertainment

DISC
JOCKEY

440-313-4801
trenda@TrendaRocks.com

TrendaRocks.com

DJ/Emcee, Trenda Jones
now booking Summer & Fall

Events • Private • Parties • Clubs

Emcee • Bands
Production
Multimedia

OLDIES
     DANCE
          CLASSIC ROCK

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Wed, Dec. 31
Vermilion AmVets

Sat, Jan. 10
NEW! Hogwallup
in Ashtabula  7-10

Sun, Jan. 11
Old Mill Winery

OPEN MIC  4:30-7:30

My 30 years of experience can help
you reach your musical goals!

Call or Text Rick
440-413-0247

Guitar
Lessons

Let me teach you
how to make music!

Schedule your
lesson today!

Beginner
to

Advanced

Electric
and

Acoustic

From Rick Piunno
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By Don Perry

DON PERRY

Thank You
to everyone, for your

support and friendship
over the past year!

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

The Music Box Supper Club, the cool, new live 

music venue in The Flats, welcomes – direct 

from New Orleans, The Stooges Brass Band, 

Sunday, Jan 11
th

 at 8:00 pm

      Emerging onto the New Orleans music scene in 1996, The 
Stooges Brass Band has earned their rank as one of the city’s 
elite brass bands.  The group consistently provides a welcome 
blast of true New Orleans spirit, engaging audiences with their 
innovative blend of traditional New Orleans brass sounds and 
contemporary jazz and hip-hop beats. 
       The Stooges Brass Band has gained notoriety as a full-
blown musical party, immersing the crowd in a cut-loose vibe 
that is contemporary, yet deeply rooted in the culturally rich 
musical legacy of New Orleans.  The band has shared the stage 
with: Ozomatli, Black Star (Mos Def & Talib Kweli), Black Joe 

Lewis & the Honeybears, Grace Potter & the Nocturnals, Shemekia Copeland, Pedrito Martinez 
Group, Galactic, Brownout, Trombone Shorty & Orleans Ave, Big Sam’s Funky Nation, and 
The Funky Meters, among others.
      The band is undeniably one of the hardest working bands out of New Orleans, and their 
dedication to their craft has made an impact. The Stooges Brass Band victoriously battled for the 
title of “Red Bull Street Kings: Best Brass Band” (the subject of the documentary Brass Bands 
of New Orleans: Red Bull Street Kings). Along with the title, came a recording and mentorship 
session at the Red Bull Studios in California. You can view the results of this project by visiting 
their website www.stoogesbrassband.com.  They also earned the title “Best Contemporary Brass 
Band 2011” at the Big Easy Music Awards.
     The Stooges Brass Band continues to tour, performing at venues throughout the country 
and appearing at such famed festivals as New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, Bonnaroo, 
South by Southwest, Utah Arts Festival, Discover Jazz, American Folk Festival, High Sierra 
Music Festival, , Great American Brass Band Festival, and more. They have also performed 
internationally at the Edinburgh Jazz Festival, the Durham Brass Festival , Nuits D’Afrique and 
the Tremblant Blues Festival in Canada.
      The group has also answered the call to serve as cultural ambassadors, when employed by 
the US Embassy, to tour Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.
      Whether they’re second-lining in the back streets of the Crescent City, or performing their 
spirited stage show, the Stooges Brass Band delivers an authentic New Orleans celebration.

  

The Music Box Supper Club is Cleveland’s new, two-story concert venue, restaurant and 
private events destination, located on the West Bank of the Flats in downtown Cleveland.
  With two stages—a downstairs Supper Club and the upstairs Concert Hall, guests are able to 
hear live music from a diverse array of genres, nearly every night of the week, as the Music Box 
hosts national touring musicians as well as local Northeast Ohio talent.
  Additionally, the club features a world-class restaurant, serving dinner, Sunday brunch and 
weekend lunch, drawing on locally sourced food products, obtained through sustainable and 
ethical resources.
  For concert and ticket information, to  learn more or make reservations, visit www.musicboxcle.
com. 
  Though the holidays are once again behind us, there is no reason to hibernate the remaining 
winter months away.  The Stooges Brass Band is in town for 1, high - energy show that’s 
guaranteed to melt away any winter blahs that may be creeping up on you.   A hot NOLA 
band….A cool new club…..C’mon, let’s do this.

Mitch 216-513-0529
Jennifer 440-463-3951

For future shows and
booking opportunities visit

www.facebook.com/
evergreen.acoustic.music

Covering 70’s 
Classic Rock & 

Folk Rock in 
the Lake & 
Ashtabula 

Winery region, 
Evergreen is 
an acoustic 

duo, with tight 
vocal harmo-
nies. We are 
available for 
hire for your 

special events.

THURSDAY
JAN . 8

OLD MILL
WINERY

6-8PM
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DEER’S LEAP WINERYR’S EEEEEAAAAAAPPPPPAAAPPPPPPP II

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

CALL FOR
NEW YEAR’S

EVE SPECIALS!
Live Bands
Fri & Sat. 1/2: 2 Aces

1/3: Second Hand Dogs
1/9: Jay Habat
1/16: Porch Rockers

January Madness
at the Winery!

MONDAY: $5 off Any Entree
TUESDAY: Buy Any Burger or
             Sandwich, Get one 1/2 Off
WEDNESDAY: Wing Night
       Buy 1 lb. Wings, Get 1 lb. Free!
THURSDAY: Pasta Bar $10.99
                      Unlimited Ingredients
FRIDAY: AUCE Fish Fry
         Cole Slaw & French Fries $6.99
SATURDAY: Prime Rib Night $14.99
SUNDAY: Home Style Dinners $4.99 

Buccia
 Vineyard

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

10am-6pm Mon-Thurs
later on Friday & Saturday • Closed Sunday

518 Gore Rd. • Conneaut
440-593-5976

Top 7 reasons to visit our Winery
7. The Vineyard is looking GREAT!
6. We are open ALL YEAR!
5. Great appetizers
4. Small, friendly, family owned
3. You can meet the winemaker
2. We appreciate your business
1.  We grow grapes & the wine is great!

Taking
reservations

for
Winter 2015

B&B
Hot Tub
Rooms!

Winter and Wine………
It’s not only the time of year to indulge in a beautiful glass of red wine it’s also a great time to 
serve it in creative ways.  

Blue Cheese, Red Wine and Walnut Dip
2 oz blue cheese
2 oz cream cheese 
3 tablespoons red wine
1/3 cup walnuts
 fresh black pepper
      
      Using a fork, mash together the 
blue cheese, the cream cheese, the 
red wine and a few turns of black 
pepper leaving it a little chunky 
rather than completely smooth to 
give the dip a little texture. Place in 
an oven-proof ramekin or serving 
bowl and crush the walnuts on top.
      Bake about 15 minutes or until the dip is hot and bubbly. Remove from oven and serve with 
crackers.
Tips and techniques: If you like a creamier, runnier dip, add 1 tablespoon of milk or cream. The 
recipe below fi ts into about a 1 cup ramekin. Double or triple the recipe for a larger party.

Cabernet Peppercorn Dipping Sauce
1 cup Cabernet Sauvignon wine
1 cup chicken broth 
1/2 teaspoon whole black peppercorns
1/4 cup butter (1/2 stick), cut into pieces
3 tablespoons honey 
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme leaves, optional
 
Cooking Directions
In medium skillet, combine wine, broth and peppercorns. Bring to boil; reduce heat to medium. 
Cook uncovered until mixture reduces in half (about 15 minutes). 
Remove peppercorns. Stir in butter, honey and thyme until butter is melted. Makes about 1 
cup sauce.
Serve warm with baked fully-cooked pork, beef, or use your imagination with cheeses and 
breads. 

Cranberry-Pinot Noir Sauce
1 (16-ounce) can whole cranberry sauce
1 cup fi rmly-packed brown sugar
1 cup Pinot Noir wine
2 teaspoons hot Chinese mustard
* Any red wine may be substituted.
In a medium-size saucepan over medium heat, add cranberry sauce, brown sugar, pinot noir 
wine, and Chinese mustard; stir to combine. Let simmer for 5 minutes, stirring often. Remove 
from heat. This sauce is a great accompaniment for meat but also works well for dipping cheese 

cubes or as a colorful spread on any appetizer. 

 Mon-Thur. 5 - 10pm
Friday 5 pm - 12am

Saturday 12pm - 12am

Come enjoy the music!

(440) 964-9993

Entertainment Every Saturday!

Lyle Heath
Sat. January 17

8 til 10

Jeff Welsh
Sat. January 24

8 til 10
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

Geneva
440.466.5560 Kitchen HoursWinery Hours

Closed Monday
Tues-Thurs: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Entertainment Fri & Sat: 7-11pm
Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30pm

ENTERTAINMENT

Home of the Original
Wineburger

or Try Our Monthly Specialty Burger!

Hosted by SUSIE HAGAN

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

Closed Monday
Tues-Thur: 4-8pm
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

Gift
Certificates

Tuesday-Thursday
Happy Hour  4-6pm!

All Domestic Beers $2

New
Winter Menu

arriving in
January!

 

Hours:  
Wed, & Thurs 12-6pm 

Fri 12-10pm  
Sat & Sun 12-9pm 

 

636 Route 534 South 
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041 

440-361-4573 

www.kosicekvineyards.com 
 

See our ad in the Winery Guide on 
Page 2 for our  

Entertainment Schedule 

Cherry-Merlot Granita
1 cup water
1/4 cup sugar
1 cup ice cubes
1 large navel orange
1 cup frozen pitted dark sweet cherries
1 cup merlot 
Preparation
1. Combine 1 cup water and sugar in a small saucepan. 
Bring to a boil; reduce heat, and simmer 3 minutes. Remove 
from heat; stir in ice cubes.
2. While sugar mixture comes to a boil, grate rind, and 
squeeze juice from orange to measure 1 tablespoon and 1/2 cup, respectively.
3. Place cherries and sugar mixture in a blender; process for 1 minute or until pureed, stopping 
as necessary to scrape sides. Stir in rind, juice, and 1 cup merlot; pour into an 8-inch square pan. 
Cover and freeze for 8 hours or until fi rm.
4. Remove mixture from freezer; scrape entire mixture with a fork until fl uffy.

Lemon Orange Mulled Wine
½ c water
½ c sugar
1 orange
2 lemons
3 sticks cinnamon
12 cloves
2 bottles red wine 

Simmer (but not boil) the water, sugar, cinnamon and cloves for 10 minutes. Add in the wine. 
Peel the orange and lemons and add in the peels. Let the mixture sit for 2 hrs or longer to steep 
in the fl avors without boiling. Strain out the larger bits and serve warm. 

Winter hours
Thursday 12-6, Friday 12-9,
Saturday 12-9, Sunday 12-7
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By Cat Lilly

Ronnie Baker Brooks
Date: Friday, January 16, 2015 • Time: 6pm doors, 8pm start
Where: Concert Hall
Price: $20 advance, $22 day of show 
        In the Olympic tradition, when the torch gets passed on, 
the fl ame transfers from one sure hand to the next — keeping 
it burning, while at the same time moving forward. It’s a fi tting 
image for young guitar hero Ronnie Baker Brooks, the son 
of legendary Chicago blues musician Lonnie Brooks and a 
frequent Big Head Todd and the Monsters collaborator. Not only 
does the younger Brooks sing with soulful fi re and play with a white-hot intensity; 
he’s also carrying the torch from the previous generation of soul and blues greats and 
moving the music into the future.
Brooks enlivens blues-rock with deep soul and modern hip-hop vocals and funk rhythms. 
          Working with people such as Minneapolis producer Jellybean Johnson, a veteran 
collaborator of Prince and Janet Jackson, he takes roots sounds and transforms them into 
something that spans the ages. On albums such as 2006′s “The Torch,” Brooks draws on the 
choppy, hip-shaking rhythms of funk, the emotional truth of soul and the forcefulness of rock to 
bring a distinctive dimension to his groundbreaking sound. Who else would, or could, record a 
song featuring classic Chicago artists Lonnie Brooks, Eddy Clearwater, Jimmy Johnson and the 
late Willie Kent, with another highlighting rapper Al Kapone?

BEST BLUES ALBUMS OF 2014
        Every blues fan has their own picks for the best blues albums  of 2014, running the gamut 
from obscure regional artists to well-known big-time stadium fi llers. Here is a list of 2014’s best 
blues, compiled by Blues Music Magazine. Some are no surprise, like Johnny Winter’s swan 
song, but others are lesser known but nonetheless worth checking out.   
 
Robert Cray, “In My Soul” (Provogue Records/Mascot Label Group) Cray and  his expert 
backing band are always taking on new themes in blues, and with at least two other songwriters 
in his band, Cray is never faced with a shortage of new twists on old themes and new songs to 
be recorded.
Elvin Bishop, “Can’t Even Do Wrong Right” (Alligator Records) Bishop’s unique talent is 
throwing humor into his songs, no easy task. The title track, “Old School,” and “Everybody’s in 
the Same Boat,” combine humor with fundamental truths about life. He and his band throw in a 
cover of Little Walter’s “Blues With A Feeling.”
Eden Brent, “Jigsaw Heart” (Yellow Dog Records) Pianist and singer-songwriter Brent writes 
about her native Mississippi and gets autobiographical again. She also offers up a fresh take on 
legendary jazz pianist Dr. Billy Taylor’s “I Wish That I Knew How It Would Feel To Be Free.”
Alexis P. Suter Band, “Love the Way You Roll” (American Showplace Music) Brooklyn and 
Ocean County-based Suter and her band are nudged in new directions by producer Ben Elliott 
at his Showplace Studios in Dover. A great album is the result.
Asylum Street Spankers, “The Last Laugh” (Yellow Dog Records) A large group from 
Austin led by singer-songwriter Guy Forsyth break new lyrical ground with songs like “She 
Texted Me Goodbye” and serve up inspired takes on gospel classics like “Didn’t It Rain.”
Mulebone, “Keep on Movin’ ” (Red Tug Records/mulebonemusic.com) The Brooklyn-based 
duo of Hugh Pool, guitar, harmonica, vocals and John Ragusa, alto and wood fl utes, tin whistle, 
pocket trumpet and vocals serve up original, raw, visceral blues and blues-rock on this album. 
Pool owns and operates the analog-based Excello Recording Studios in Brooklyn.
Gary Clark, “Live” (Warner Bros.) I fi rst saw guitarist Clark when he was 16 one July night 
at Clifford Antone’s legendary, now sadly closed, club in Austin. This two-CD set demonstrates 
just how far he’s come and why he records for Warner Bros. Records. As a guitarist, he just 
might be capable of fi lling some mighty big shoes left behind by Stevie Ray Vaughan.
Ronnie Earl & Broadcasters, “Good News” (Stony Plain) Guitarist Earl and his band lay 

MUSIC BOX SUPPER CLUB
Sydney Ellis & Her Midnight Preachers
Friday, January 2 • Lucky 7 Supper Club
Showtime: 8 pm • Doors open: 6 pm

Tickets: $7
        A great way to start the new year – two sets 
from this Cleveland-raised, blues-based female 
dynamo. The Lucky 7 Concert Series is a low-cost 
way to check out some tunes and enjoy delicious 

food and drinks in the Music Box’s gorgeous 
downstairs Supper Club. ($7 ticket includes a free 

drink.) Seating is general admission and less formal 
than upstairs in the concert hall.    
          Sydney Ellis grew up in Cleveland but began 
her musical career in the Los Angeles area when, 
on the day after her 44th birthday, she got her nerve 
up and climbed up onto a session stage. Since then, 
her singing has blossomed into an obsession for what 
she calls her cultural heritage, otherwise known as 
African-American folk music—what the rest of the 
world calls classic jazz, gospel, spirituals, New Orleans 
jazz and blues, R & B, and Chicago or Kansas City 
blues. 
          Since 1995, Ellis has performed over 1,000 
concerts in 25 countries, including Germany, 
Switzerland, Spain, France, Hungary and The 
Netherlands. She performs songs made famous or 
recorded by over 40 artists; just some of her infl uences 
include Dinah Washington, Nina Simone, Elmore James, 

Louis Armstrong, Nat King Cole and Bessie Smith. 
Sydney Ellis & Her Midnight Preachers are: Sydney Ellis 
– vocals, Vernon Jones – drums, Lee Harris – bass, and 
Larry Brown – keyboards.



December 31, 2014 - January 14, 2015 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 9

~Continued on Page 10

down some soulful, tone-fi lled blues and offer up a stirring version of Sam Cooke’s “Change Is 
Gonna Come.”
Long John Baldry, “Best of Stony Plain Years” (Stony Plain) The highly infl uential British 
singer-songwriter-guitarist Baldry (who stood 6’7”) left this realm in 2005, just 64. In England 
he served as inspiration for the Rolling Stones and Eric Clapton and mentored Rod Stewart and 
Elton John. Baldry spent his autumn years in Canada, where he had a great relationship with 
Holger Peterson of Stony Plain Records. Every track’s a winner here.
Johnny Winter, “Step Back” (Megaforce Records) Speaking of leaving this realm too soon, 
Johnny Winter’s sudden passing in a hotel room in Switzerland in July of this year at 70 put 
thousands of blues fans into a funk. Here, he’s paired up with everyone from Billy F. Gibbons 
of ZZ Top to Ben Harper, Jason Ricci, Joe Bonamassa and Dr. John. The results are here, a very 
strong album.
Lou Ann Barton, “The Best!” (Rockbeat Records) Anybody who’s hung around Austin’s blues 
scene – sadly not much left of it now – for any length of time in the ‘80s, ‘90’s and the last 
decade knows of Lou Ann Barton. Now, hopefully, the rest of the world can get to know this 
mighty vocal talent and sultry show woman. Great Texas blues and classic R&B accompanied by 
the likes of Jimmie Vaughan and Derek O’Brien.
John Nemeth, “Memphis Grease” (Blue Corn Music) Vocalist and harmonica player Nemeth, 
raised in Idaho, now living in Memphis when he’s not on the road, teams up with the Memphis-
based soul-blues group the Bo-Keys for a fi ne collection of songs that pushes contemporary 
blues in new directions. A great album from start to fi nish. Nemeth will be formidable force in 
the blues world for years to come.

IN MEMORIAM
BLUES ARTISTS WE LOST IN 2014

Jack Bruce - 1943 - 2014
        Jack Bruce was part Mississippi Delta and part 
Carnaby Street. In his glorious heyday as bassist and lead 
vocalist of 1960s power trio Cream he helped create a 
sound that combined American blues and psychedelia 
to thrill audiences throughout the world. Bruce, who 
died Saturday of liver disease at age 71, enjoyed a 
long, respected solo career after the band’s acrimonious 
breakup, but will be best remembered for his stint with 
Cream and for classics like “Sunshine of Your Love” and 
“I Feel Free.” 
         He was born to musical parents in Glasgow, 
Scotland on 14 May 1943. His parents travelled 
extensively in Canada and the U.S., and the young Bruce 
attended 14 different schools. He fi nished his formal 
education at Bellahouston Academy and the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music, to which he won a scholarship for cello and composition. He left 
Scotland at the age of 16 and in 1962 joined his fi rst important band, the infl uential Alexis 
Korner’s Blues Inc., in London. The band featured drummer Charlie Watts, who later joined the 
Rolling Stones.
          Bruce was an important member of the British blues movement, which saw bands like 
the Animals and Rolling Stones fi rst imitate and then expand on the American blues tradition as 
exemplifi ed by Muddy Waters, John Lee Hooker and other stalwarts. Cream started out playing 
traditional blues tunes, but quickly added a psychedelic fl avor that brought still more popularity 
at the height of the fl ower power era. Bruce wrote many of the band’s signature tunes and served 
as lead vocalist. He also provided the intense bass guitar that, with Ginger Baker’s explosive 
drums, underpinned Cream’s rhythmic, driving sound.
          In its heyday, Cream sold 35 million albums in just over two years and the band was 
awarded the world’s fi rst ever platinum disc for their double album “Wheels of Fire.” The band 
split up because of personal differences in 1968, and Bruce went on to record the fi rst of his solo 
albums, “Songs For a Tailor.” He also fronted many of his own bands. He was known for mixing 
rock, jazz and classical sounds, and his songs were covered by many artists including Hendrix, 
David Bowie and Ella Fitzgerald.   
          Bruce returned to the studio around 2000 to record his solo album “Shadows in the Air,” 

TREEN INSURANCE

(440) 576-5926

Auto Home Business Life

We Offer the Personal Service You’ve Missed Lately
 ...From the New Year’s Baby!

Happy New Year

Scott Treen
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GRAND RIVER
MANOROPEN

DAILY
INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

www.grandrivermanor.com
ATM

NETWORK Mastercard
®

®VISA

Watch NFL Playoffs & CAVS
on Our Big Screens!

Tuesday Wing Night
40¢JUMBO Wings & 45¢ BONELESS Wings

Open Mic with Jimmy & Friends 6:30

A
LL

 R
O

AD

S & TRAILS LEAD TO THE  

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

Queen of Hearts Drawing - Fridays at 8pm.  100% Winnings if Present!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

Snowmobilers Welcome … Trailer Parking

  February 1
Super Bowl Party

which hit number fi ve on the British jazz and blues chart. In 2005 he reunited with former 
Cream bandmates for critically acclaimed concerts in London and New York City. Bruce was 
playing and touring with his Big Blues Band until recently. In 2012 he played in Cuba, and 
performed in London at the famed bar Ronnie Scott’s. His 14th solo album, “Silver Rails,” was 
released earlier this year.
       Publicists LD Communications said Saturday Bruce died of liver disease at his home in 
Suffolk, England. He had received a liver transplant some years ago and continued to suffer a 
variety of health problems. A statement released by his family said “the world of music will be a 
poorer place without him but he lives on in his music and forever in our hearts.”

Johnny Winter - 1944 - 2014
       Texas blues legend Johnny Winter, known for his lightning-fast blues guitar riffs, his 
striking long white hair and his collaborations with the likes of Jimi Hendrix and childhood 
hero Muddy Waters, passed away at the age of 70. Winter was a leading light among the white 
blues guitar players, who followed in the footsteps of the earlier Chicago blues masters. Winter 
idolized Waters - and got a chance to produce some of the blues legend’s more popular albums. 
Rolling Stone magazine named Winter one of the top 100 guitarists of all time. 
       Winter had been on an extensive tour this year that recently brought him to Europe. The 
tour, a documentary that premiered at the SXSW Festival exploring his music, youth and 
substance abuse battles, and a newly released four-CD set of recordings were all part of Winter’s 
celebration of  his seventieth birthday. His last performance came July 14 at the Cahors Blues 
Festival in southwestern France, and he died in a hotel room in Zurich the next day. Cause 
of death was undetermined, but Winter had been battling a variety of health problems. (See 
Bluesville, Vol. 14, Issue 14, dated August 13 – 27 for detailed tribute - Voice online) 

Joe Cocker - 1944 – 2014
        Joe Cocker, the Grammy-

winning British blues singer, 
died Monday, December 22, 
of lung cancer, leaving behind 
a legacy that included dozens 
of albums. But back when 
he was just getting started, 
the singer’s exuberant stage 
presence was so extreme that 
he once joked that Ed Sullivan 
tried to hide him with back-up 
dancers so as not to alienate 
viewers.

          Cocker began as a singer in England at the same time as the Beatles, with whom he was 
often linked. He played pubs across the country in a series of rock bands before he and his 
Grease Band recorded “With a Little Help From My Friends” in 1968 with Jimmy Page, Steve 
Winwood and others.  
          The song   became a No. 1 hit in England and propelled him to Woodstock, where his 
passionate live version was a festival highlight and launched his U.S. career. Cocker scored 
another major success in the early 1970s with “Mad Dogs and Englishmen,” a live album and 
concert fi lm. “Up Where We Belong,” his duet with Jennifer Warnes from the movie “An Offi cer 
and a Gentleman,” was Cocker’s biggest U.S. hit, topping the Billboard singles charts in 1982. 
It also won him a Grammy, and the Oscar for best original song. Cocker also had lesser hits with 
covers of torch classic “Cry Me a River,” Traffi c’s “Feeling Alright,” the Boxtops’ “The Letter” 
and the Beatles’ “She Came in Through the Bathroom Window.”
          Cocker was known for his spasmodic movements on stage, where he often fl ailed his 
arms as he sang. His distinctive moves, he said, were almost accidental. Cocker had his share of 
problems with substance abuse over the years, and credited his wife, Pam, with helping him get 
sober. In 2012 he released the album, “Hard Knocks.” That same year he talked to NPR about 
the project and his love of his life in Colorado -- despite the harsh winters.
        “I embrace the winter these days,” he said.”The best thing to do is get a big house. If you 
are going to have cabin fever, have a big cabin. I walk on a regular basis, I have a couple of 
dogs. The house tucks right into the mountains. I literally feel I have become a mountain man 
over these past couple of years.” Cocker’s performing career spanned some 50 years, He had 
tour dates scheduled well into 2015.
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SPECIALS
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Come to the MarketPlace at Pairings January 4th and 
celebrate A New Year, A New You!
        This month’s MarketPlace is all about taking care of yourself. Get pampered, educated 
and revitalized! Be the best you can be in 2015! Enjoy a glass of an award winning Ohio wine 
as you visit one of a kind vendors; massage therapist, healthy eating experts, healthy cooking 
demos and more... all from northeast Ohio. Pairings lunch menu and specials are also available.
 Here are some of the vendors that will be available on January 4th:
       Massageology, Happy Greens, Lovin’ Lavender, IT Works, Pretty & Handsome and more!
 Vendors...interested in a booth at the Pairings MarketPlace? Contact Pairings to fi nd out more 
information. There is no charge... but space is limited!  (440) 361-2222 or info@pairingsohio.
com. Vendor application available on the website www.pairingsohio.com. 

The Ashtabula Arts Center opens January with a Frozen 
Concert
        Treat the kids to a concert given by their favorite Frozen characters “Anna” and “Elsa.” 
Held on the Ashtabula Arts Center’s main stage, the show will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 10.  A sing-a-long will be included. Parents can bring their own cameras and take their 
child’s photo with the princesses during a “meet and greet” following the performance. 
       All general admission tickets are $15. Tickets can be purchased in advance by calling the 
Ashtabula Arts Center at (440) 964-3396 or by visiting the box offi ce at 2928 W. 13th Street in 
Ashtabula. Advance sale tickets are recommended.
       The Ashtabula Arts Center will be closed through January 4.  Ticket requests can be left 
on the box offi ce voicemail.  A staff member will call to confi rm your ticket order on or after 
January 5.
The Ashtabula Arts Center is located at 2928 W. 13th Street in Ashtabula.

Moody Blues
Live On The Road For 25-City Tour Starting March 19 In Support of New Release “The 
Polydor Years 1986-1992” 
E.J. Thomas Hall at The University Of Akron April 7 - Akron, Oh 
       “Timeless Flight – The Polydor Years” Moody Blues tour will launch next March 19-May 
10, 2015, beginning 
on the East Coast 
in Massachusetts 
and concluding 
on the West Coast 
in Colorado, also 
hitting Westbury, 
NY, Columbus, 
OH, Seattle, WA, 
Portland, OR, Las 
Vegas, NV, Los 
Angeles, CA and 
Scottsdale, AZ, to 
name a few stops. 
The band will be touring in relation to their new box set, The Polydor Years 1986-1992, which 
was released November 24, on UMe. Tickets for the April 7 show at E.J. Thomas Hall at The 
University of Akron are on sale now. Buy tickets at the Box Offi ce, online at ticketmaster.com 
and livenation.com or by phone at 800-745-3000. 
       The eight disc THE POLYDOR YEARS 1986-1992 set includes six CDs and two DVDs 
which brings together, for the fi rst time, remastered editions of all The Moody Blues’ Polydor 
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era albums, spanning the period 1986-1992. The package - The Polydor Years 1986-1992 - includes 17 bonus tracks, 11 of which are being 
released for the fi rst time, including a 1991 BBC radio session. The set also includes a previously unreleased concert recording from the group’s 
July 1986 appearance in Cleveland, Ohio, during their “Other Side of Life” tour, and a fully remastered edition of the September 1992 “Red 
Rocks” concert with the Colorado Symphony Orchestra. 
       The DVD features the newly remastered and previously long-time unavailable release of the “Night at Red Rocks” concert, plus the rare, 
fan club-only documentary “The Other Side of Red Rocks”. Housed in a slipcase with an accompanying 64-page hardbound book, the entire set 
is topped off with the inclusion of a 7” blue vinyl single of “Al Fin Voy A Encontrate”, the rare Spanish version of “I Know You’re Out There 
Somewhere”. 
       The Moody Blues have been at the forefront of the classic rock music scene for more than 40 years, with their multi-Platinum, Platinum and 
Gold albums and singles hitting Billboard at #1, Top 5, Top 10, Top 20 and Top 40. Their illustrious roster of hits include: 
“Nights In White Satin,” “Tuesday Afternoon,” “Ride My See Saw,” “The Story In Your Eyes,” “Isn’t Life Strange,” 
“Question,” “I’m Just A Singer (In A Rock And Roll Band)” and “Your Wildest Dreams,” and many more.
For more information please visit the band’s offi cial website: 
www.moodybluestoday.com

Music Box Supper Club
Booker T. Jones
Wednesday, February 25, 2015
6pm doors, 8pm start Concert Hall
$38 advance, $42 day of show 
       Booker T. Jones – Latest album, “Sound The Alarm,” marks a 
return to Stax Records
It can be argued that it was Booker T. Jones who set the cast 
for modern soul music and is largely responsible for its rise and 
enduring popularity. On classic Stax hits such as “Green Onions,” 
“Hang ‘Em High,” “Time Is Tight” and “Melting Pot,” the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame inductee, Musicians Hall of Fame inductee 

and GRAMMY 
Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award recipient 
pushed the music’s boundaries, refi ned it to its essence and then injected it into the nation’s 
bloodstream. “Sound the Alarm,” the new album from Booker T, fi nds the Hammond B3 organ 
master looking ahead yet again, laying down his distinctive bedrock grooves amid a succession 
of sparkling collaborations with some of contemporary R&B’s most gifted young voices. 
“Sound the Alarm” also marks Booker T’s historic return to Stax Records, the Memphis soul 
label the instrumentalist, bandleader, producer and songwriter helped put on the map during the 
1960s, along with his brilliant band, the MGs.

Glen Phillips of Toad The Wet Sprocket
Friday, February 6, 2015
6pm doors, 8pm start Concert Hall
$20 advance, $22 day of show 
        Glen Phillips started his fi rst band, Toad The Wet Sprocket, in Santa Barbara at age 15. It 
was that group’s third album — the jangling, orchestral “Fear” — that truly broke the group, 
garnering heavy radio play with the singles “All I Want” and “Walk on the Ocean.” After three 
years away from the recording studio, Toad returned to the mainstream with “Dulcinea,” which 
again found one of its singles, “Fall Down,” in heavy radio rotation. After six albums and a 
substantial string of hits, the group disbanded in 1998. 
       Phillips began touring as a solo act after Toad the Wet Sprocket’s demise, and has released 
fi ve solo records and two EPs, collaborated on two projects (Mutual Admiration Society and 
Works Progress Administration), released an EP with Plover (with Neilson Hubbard and 
Garrison Starr) and an album as RemoteTreeChildren (with Portland’s John Askew). In 2006, 
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By Pete Roche

The Universal Tone: Bringing My Story to Light 
By Carlos Santana
        Carlos Santana’s new memoir begins with a parade…and ends on an island.
Just in time for the spiritually-centered holiday season, The Universal Tone: Bringing My Story 
to Light (Little, Brown & Company) fi nds the 1998 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee 
peeling his personal onion layers to discern what motivated him—and numerous incarnations 
of his namesake band—to truly aspire (rather than merely desire) since picking up guitar as a 
teenager in his native Autlan de Navarro in Mexico.
       There’s a wealth of luminosity and love in the chronicle of the man behind “Samba Pa 
Ti,” “Soul Sacrifi ce,” and “Oye Como Va,” so even casual Carlos fans and curious rock ‘n’roll 
bookworms will come away glad for having vicariously tagged along on the soulful samba 
down memory lane.  Between ribald tales of his parents’ festive (if forbidden) romance and 
his own exotic getaway adventure with his new bride, Carlos chronicles a half-century of 
his personal quest as both an imperfect (but evolving) human being and fl awed (yet faithful) 
child of the cosmos. 
There’s quite a lot about music, too, naturally.
Or supernaturally, as the case may be.
      Written with production manager / journalist Ashely Kahn and drummer / confi dante Hal 
Miller, the whopping 544-page tripartite tome covers the legendary Latino guitarist’s prolifi c 
(and ongoing) fi ve-decade musical career whilst delving deep into what Carlos refers to as 
his “domestic rhythm” and “spiritual realm.”  
 “I told myself that this book should be healthful, healing, 
elevating, informative, raw, honest, and elegant,” writes Santana 
in his preface.  
       Mostly, Santana succeeds.  Universal Tone is every bit as 
tantalizing, succulent, and satisfying as the cactus fruit, roasted 
peanuts, and carne asada the author savored as a boy.  And the 
sense memories peppering its pages are as frequent and visceral 
as the notes comprising his best guitar solos.  Carlos doesn’t 
merely tell us about his past; he lets us hear, smell, and taste it, 
too.   
       The 10-time Grammy-winning superstar makes spirituality 
a central theme in the book, along with his occupation (the 
“musical journey”) and his relationship roles as a son, brother, 
husband, and father.  Where many rock memoirs err in 
expounding upon only one of these areas in either anemic fashion 
or overabundance (to the exclusion of other signifi cant life 
events), Santana’s leger leapfrogs from one to another, thereby 
including all pertinent details and forsaking none—and somehow 
doing so without ever sounding gossipy or (at the other end of the 
fi rst-person spectrum) preachy.  
       Carlos takes readers back to his childhood in the green valley 
of Autlan (and later Tijuana), where he vies for his parents’ 
attention with siblings Tony, Maria, Leticia, Laura, and Irma 
in cramped quarters, sans electricity or plumbing (but with the 
occasional scorpion).  Laundry was done in nearby wells, and any 
glimpses of television were stolen by peeking in on TV sets in trailer parks.  Carlos concedes he 
ran away a lot, became a monaguillo altar boy only reluctantly, learned the “code of survival” on 
Mexican streets—but knew even then he wanted to make “elevating music, not elevator music.”
        He attributes his musicality to his father, Jose, a renowned traveling mariachi whose guitar 
prowess was matched only by his rapport with the ladies.  Nicknamed “diablo Farol” (the 
lantern), Jose befriended the mayor and won people over with his charm and his song.  
        Santana’s mother, Josefi na, tolerated Jose’s antiquated, hands-off paternal approach only 

because she’d always wanted a “real man.”  
The young couple eloped on horseback to 
Cihautlan, where Josefi na reared seven kids 
and staunchly defended her husband’s vocation 
to her disapproving father, who frowned upon 
Jose’s boleros and barulla (racket music).  Still, 
the strong-willed matriarch wouldn’t tolerate the 
philandering, and thought nothing of dragging 
her children on a three-day trip to confront Jose 
and his latest mistress—or of conspiring with 
mestiza housekeeper Chepa to escape drinking 
her spouse’s abortion-inducing toxic tea.  The 
peculiar cycle of mental and physical abuse (and 
love, however imperfect) wasn’t lost on Carlos, 
who determined to become an instrument of 
peace—a gentleman—wherever possible.    
        Santana’s earliest impressions of America 
came via Howdy Doody, Gene Autry, Cary Grant, 
and Humphry Bogart (Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre).  He did chores with his hermanos y 
hermanas in all-hands-on-deck fashion and sold 
chewing gum for spending money. After studying 
violin (Bach minuets and the “Ave Maria”) 

with his papa, young Carlos gravitated toward guitar and started earing out 
twelve-bar riffs by Lighting Hopkins, Muddy Waters, Jimmy Reed (and 
copping the vibrato fi nesse of B.B. King and Otis Rush) on a budget guitar 
(until his brother helped him fi nance a Gibson SG).    
        Santana followed Jose to Pasadena but was sad playing dive bars.  He 
made friends at James Lick Junior High and Mission High School, but had 
to overcome language barriers and aptitude tests geared toward Anglicized 
American history.  Frustrated, he returned to Mexico and landed gigs at El 
Convoy and Aloha Club while still a minor, shadowing veteran guitarist 
Javier Batiz.  He dazzled townsfolk and tourists alike in pubs along Avenida 
Revolucion, favoring “black blues” and covers of trendy hits by Link Wray, 
Duane Eddy, and The Shadows (he didn’t care much for Elvis).  Santana 
also had residences in strip clubs, where he gained appreciation for the 
single-mom fi cheras who danced to feed and clothe their kids.  He says the 
experience awakened him sexually when it came to his innocent crushes on 
lovely Linda Wong and other female classmates.  
       Carlos was destitute and often despondent, but relished his independence 
enough to linger in Tijuana even after his mother and siblings immigrated 
to San Francisco.  In fact, it took “abduction” by his family to convince 
the alcohol-ravaged guitarist to start afresh in the States, even if that meant 
bussing tables, washing dishes, and Clorox-ing toilets with his brother at Tic 
Tock restaurant (whose well-stocked jukebox made the work bearable).  Even 
then, he moonlighted in the Santana Blues Band with likeminded musicians, 

spending afterhours at The Fillmore, Presidio, Carousel, Avalon, and The Haight (even when not 
performing) and taking cues from English rockers The Butterfi eld Blues Band, Peter Green’s 
Fleetwood Mac (and paying attention to Bay area / Oakland psychedelic troupes Jefferson 
Airplane, The Doors, and Big Brother & the Holding Company).  At his Juri Street apartment, 
Carlos tuned in to soul music on KSOL FM radio, tried to avoid gang clashes between the Shoes 
and the Barts, and jammed with The Dynamics—who became Mission’s go-to party band.  
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          Even when fi red by promoter Bill Graham after arriving tardy for an event, Santana 
still weaseled his way into historic shows (Eric Clapton and Cream), where he’d size up the 
competition—and broadened his vocabulary. The “lake” of blues eventually bled into an 
“ocean” of jazz / fusion wherein Santana immersed himself in John Coltrane, Wayne Shorter, 
Miles Davis, John McLaughlin and their fl eet-fi ngered accompanists (Keith Jarrett, Herbie 
Hancock, etc.), each of whom had lasting impact, and several of whom became Carlos’ lifelong 
friends.  
       We meet Santana players Gus Rodriguez, Rod Harper, Tom Frazier, Gregg Rolie, David 
Brown, Doc Livingston, and Marcus Malone (who comprise Carlos’ earliest “street mutt” 
ethnic band) and their equally talented additions and successors—like Neal Schon, Michael 
Shrieve, Jose “Chepito” Areas, Buddy Miles, Chester Thompson, and Armando Peraza...up to 
modern and present-day ensembles (Sheila E., Walfredo Reyes, Jr., Tony Lindsay, Andy Vargas, 
Bill Ortiz, etc.).  Carlos omits no one, offering highest props to every participant, and taking 
stock of what their personalities and instrumental skills brought from album to album.  
        “The ‘60s were in your face, and there was no remote control to turn it off,” Carlos 
refl ects.  “You could see the whole country was going in that direction—thinking and dressing 
differently, experimenting.” 
       Despite the Summer of Love push for positivity, Santana says it was diffi cult maintaining 
a liberal outlook in the face of conservative patriotism; there was precious little middle ground 
between hippies and squares.  No room for interlopers.  Still, he and his musical companions 
scoffed at those who just went along “for the ride,” sporting fl ared jeans and afros without 
adopting any sense of forward-thinking in their everyday lives.  
       Sometimes growth meant ostracizing people in the inner circle.  Certain sidemen grew 
restless as Carlos transitioned from “borrowed” and reinterpreted blues covers to original 
compositions, to protracted twenty-minute jams.  The fusion-powered albums Caravanserai 
and Lotus pushed the envelope (even by Santana standards) and saw drastic changes to the 
original—and perhaps naively democratic—lineup.
        “Santana was about building bridges between musical styles,” quips Carlos. “Apparently 
this was a bridge too far.  I had my own prejudices, too.”
       One “prejudice” was Santana’s interest in Eastern spirituality and philosophy.  He 
began seeing guru Sri Chinmoy with his wife, Deborah, retooling himself for maximum 
enlightenment.  He cut his hair, swore off hard drugs, tweaked his diet, and meditated daily.  
He read Herman Hesse and Paramahansa Yoganda (Autobiography of a Yogi), and would 
continue adding to his metaphysics library (The Urantia Book, A Course in Miracles, Book of 
Knowledge: The Keys of Enoch).  Effects of the makeover organically seeped into the music 
and onto the stage, setting up transcendent moments—but Santana realizes now that the 
purifi cation process probably rubbed those around him the wrong way.  
        “I wasn’t always the easiest guy to be around,” he accepts.  “I was like an ex-smoker 
hanging with a bunch of smokers and telling them they needed to change.”
       Of the book’s most compelling narrative strings is that of Carlos’ move from featured band 
Santana member to defi nitive, autocratic band leader responsible for dozens of staffers—and 
tens of millions of dollars.
       Shoehorned onto Woodstock’s weekend-long bill by the ambitious, clipboard-toting Bill 
Graham, the newcomers capitalized on their visit to Yasgur’s Farm with an incendiary set that 
tapped into the hearts and minds of the thousands in attendance in a way the marquee acts 
couldn’t (save Hendrix).  Carlos remembers being helicoptered to the site because of traffi c 
congestion, and how the decidedly unglamorous staging area was muddy, unsanitary, and 
haphazard; the Grateful Dead were almost electrocuted by equipment that wasn’t properly 
grounded.  As for Santana’s performance—as documented in Michael Wadleigh’s seminal 
concert fi lm—the guitarist says it was a “blur.”  He was “tripping” at the time—and wrestling 
with his guitar as if it was a serpent.
        Serendipity (and a little Graham magic) resulted in the band’s introduction to Clive Davis 
and a lucrative record deal with Columbia / CBS.  Santana parlayed its Woodstock performance 
into publicity behind the eponymous LP on its fi rst-ever U.K. and Japan tours, with their 
spin on “Black Magic Woman” tearing up the charts.  Fortunately, they’re the fi rst band up at 
Altamont Speedway; designed as a sort of Woodstock West, the Rolling Stones-headlined event 
would notoriously devolve into anarchy (and at least one death) after Santana made good their 
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Interview with Rock author, David Roberts about his book
50 Things You Might Not Know about The Beatles

        Rock author, David Roberts has written a book that is a short but fun read for any 
Beatles or music fan. It is a collection of 50 pieces of trivia about the Fab Four. Readers are 
sure to learn something new about those four lads from Liverpool. “50 Things You Might 
Not Know about The Beatles” (Poppublishing, 2014, UK) is a look into the little known 
side facts that were involved with The Beatles career and lives. While there are hundreds of 
books written about these four lads from Liverpool, one might fi nd it a diffi cult challenge 
to fi nd anything new or different but David Roberts seems to have found a niche for the 
unfamiliar Beatle anecdote.
     For example, (excerpt from book) James Taylor became the fi rst non-British artist to 
sign to the new Apple Records label in 1968, the Massachusetts-born singer songwriter set 
in train a series of signifi cant appearances in the Beatles’ story. Included on his eponymous 
debut album, recorded at London’s Trident Studios, was ‘Carolina in My Mind.’ This 
enduring Taylor classic was recorded with contributions from Paul McCartney on bass 
and vocals by George Harrison. At the time, both Beatles were taking time out from their 
sessions at Trident and across London at Abbey Road while working on the White Album. 
     Also hidden away on the James Taylor album was a track called, ‘Something in the 
way she Moves.’ The song made an instant impact on Harrison. The title and lyric line 
alone (the music was completely different) provided the inspiration for George Harrison’s 
breakthrough as a songwriter when he created ‘Something’. 
      The following “Q and A” with David Roberts gives a closer insight to his inspiration 
for writing the book and why people are still interested in The Beatles.

What gave you the idea to write this book and how did you decide on the number 50?
I collect music facts generally. However, a year ago I realized just how many of the stories 
and anecdotes I have collected are Beatles related. I actually have another 50 stories for a 
Volume 2 but the content just felt right for a less expensive ebook release. It’s not meant to be 
anything other than fun and quirky but I hope even lifelong Beatles fans will fi nd something in 
the book that they didn’t know.

What was involved in your research?
Following up leads on brief snippets of information, I have written down over the years. A good 
deal happened by accident! When researching Linda McCartney’s roots, who knew her family 
name was Epstein?!

Were there any surprising stories?
Plenty, I think if they didn’t surprise me, the stories didn’t end up in the book. 

#30 “Songs about The Beatles”
There is also a song called, “Beatles and Stones” by 
Beady Eye. 
Thanks! That can be another bit of information for 
Volume 2. I am hoping Beatles fans will contact me 
with more info like that. 

Why did you focus on The Beatles instead of another 
band?
Because I wanted to prove that despite everyone 
thinking that there wasn’t room for yet another book 
on the most popular band of all-time, I could come 
up with something a little different.  

Why is there still an interest in them after 50 years? 
Because the music they made in the fi rst half of the 
sixties was so amazingly exciting and the music they 
made in the second half of the sixties still stands up 
today and isn’t dated.  

Where can readers get a copy of your book?
You can download it from Amazon to Kindle, 
iPhone or iPad anywhere in the world. 

What other current projects are you working on?
I have just fi nished the second edition of my Rock 

Atlas UK & Ireland book, published by Red Planet. I am also publishing the fi rst biography of 
The Hollies and mentoring a debut novelist who is writing a thriller called Muddy Water, which 
is a new venture for me as well as him! 

Is there anything else you would like to mention or discuss?
Just a mention to any Beatles fans who want to get in touch and feedback on the ebook. My 
email address is poppublishing@gmail.com



16 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 December 31, 2014 - January 14, 2015

LOST SHEEP
BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. Jan. 17
Old Mill
Winery

7 - 11

                        Ithaca Beer Co.�kicks off its 2015 with� Daydreamer
      Ithaca Beer Co. kicks off its 2015 Seasonal offerings with Ithaca Daydreamer, an American style Kolsch. Originating from Cologne (Köln), 
Germany, the Kölsch style was historically only brewed along the Rhine (Rhein) River and fairly light in alcohol at 4.5-5.5% abv.
        Daydreamer offers the unique character of traditional German Kolsch yeast and the blend of Pilsner, 2-Row, and German malts resulting in 
a pleasantly fruity, bready and slightly sweet aroma. While traditional Kolsch beers are typically lower in alcohol, we punched up Daydreamer to 
a warming 7% a.b.v. But despite Daydreamer’s strong a.b.v. backbone, the complex blend of malts, hops and yeast provide a smooth and clean 
mouth feel for a clean, easy drinking experience. Daydreamer pours near clear, vibrant yellow in color and with a white fl uffy head.
         Head of Brewing Operations Andrew Hausman says “We wanted to make a Kolsch that stood out from the rest, but can still be identifi ed by 
its traditional German heritage. There are several secrets, with the yeast being the most special. The challenge for us was working with a rare yeast 
from Köln that requires a high degree of skill and craftsmanship. We’ve been astounded by the results since day one. The unique fruity complexity 
is unlike anything we’ve ever created.”
Ithaca Daydreamer will be available on draft in bars and restaurants and in 12 oz. bottle 6 packs in stores until early Spring.

Crazy Mountain Snowcat Coffee Stout now available in cans
      Crazy Mountain Brewing Company announces the release of “Snowcat Coffee Stout”, a 5.9% ABV coffee stout available in a six-pack of 12 
ounce cans. This is one of the few coffee stouts ever to be released in cans in the US.
      This winter seasonal style is an ode to our local Vail/Beaver Creek snowcat drivers – The Midnight Marauders – who fl atten snow in the wee 
hours, as they ascend without fear into the darkness, living in a world of powder. If it weren’t for these colorful characters, our ski runs would not 
be groomed to perfectly executed corduroy in time for First Chair.
      Crazy Mountain teamed up with local favorite, Vail Mountain Coffee & Tea Company to take artisanal roasted coffee and brew it into a stout 
made up of a complex blend of roasted malts. Unlike other coffee stouts, Crazy Mountain uses real ground coffee beans during the brewing 
process, infusing the beer with a small amount of caffeine to give a quick energy boost. Get a caffeine buzz and a beer buzz in one drink! Crazy 
Mountain and Vail Mountain Coffee & Tea Company produced a beer someone can enjoy in the morning or evening – Avanti or Apres.
The increased popularity for canned craft beer has opened the door for canning unique and unusual styles. Now you can take a greater variety of 
your favorite Crazy Mountain styles on-the-go with you in cans and they won’t break or face limitations like bottles – throw a few cans in your 
backpack for the chairlift, bring a 6-pack on your next backcountry hut trip to enjoy the perfect “wake-up” morning beer, or enjoy the roasted 
goodness by the fi re on your next snow day.
      Snowcat Coffee Stout 6-packs can be purchased throughout the state of Colorado with national distribution scheduled in the next few weeks.
For more information on Crazy Mountain Brewing Company or the newly released can styles, please call 970-926-3009 or email Drink@
CrazyMountainBrewery.com.

Founders Blushing Monk due back in March after nearly 
four-year hiatus
      Founders Brewing Co. will re-release Blushing Monk, a decadent Belgian raspberry ale, in March 
2015 to mark the twelfth installment in the brewery’s popular Backstage Series. Blushing Monk was the 
original Founders Backstage Series beer, released in July 2011; prior to that, it hadn’t been bottled for 
four years. Like all of Founders’ Backstage Series beers, Blushing Monk will be sold in 750mL bottles, 
with a suggested retail price of $16.99 per bottle.
     Blushing Monk is brewed with a ridiculous amount of raspberries and with a Belgian yeast strain that 
keeps our head cellar operator from sleeping for a week. It pours a stunning deep berry red and, at 9.2% 
ABV, has a surprising kick. The perfect dessert beer, it can be enjoyed on its own or paired with fresh 
cheeses, fruit, cakes and more.
     “People keep asking us if we’re going to bring any of our Backstage Series beers back—and now we 
have,” said Co-Founder and President Dave Engbers. “It seems as though we brew Blushing Monk on a 
four-year cycle. Our cellar crew hates brewing it because it’s brewed with a different yeast strain from 
all of our other beers, but we think it’s worth the sleepless nights. It’s an absolutely gorgeous beer.”
     Founders’ Backstage Series is made up of boundary-pushing, experimental beers. The intent of the series is to take the diehard Founders fan 
experience to a wider audience—though all of the beers are released in limited batches. Since its introduction in the summer of 2011, Founders’ 
Backstage Series beers have quickly become some of the most sought-after releases in the industry.
     Blushing Monk will be released in limited quantities across Founders’ distribution footprint beginning on Monday, March 2, and will be 
available at the brewery’s taproom the week prior. This will be the fi rst Backstage Series release from Founders in 2015; beer enthusiasts should 
expect two more releases from Founders later in the year.
For more information, visit www.foundersbrewing.com.

Boulevard Brewing Co. adding Ohio to distribution mix starting in January
     Over the past few months, Boulevard Brewing Company has added four states to its distribution territory. With each new announcement, a 
similar question arises on social media: why not Ohio? Well, the wait is just about over. In January, Boulevard beers will be available on taps and 
retail shelves throughout the state.
     “Ohio is a great beer market,” said Steve Mills, Boulevard’s vice president of sales. “With the ongoing expansion of our brewery, it’s time for 
us to get off the sidelines and into the game. We’re excited to partner with Cavalier Distributing to bring more variety and excitement to Ohio craft 
beer lovers.”
Several year-round beers will be available after the New Year, including Pop-Up I.P.A., 80-Acre Hoppy Wheat Beer, and Unfi ltered Wheat Beer, 
the brewery’s most popular offering. Boulevard’s year-round Smokestack Series, featuring the critically acclaimed Tank 7 Farmhouse Ale, will 
also be fully represented. Additional seasonals and limited releases will be introduced in the coming months.
About Boulevard Brewing Company
Boulevard Brewing Company has grown to become one of the largest specialty brewers in the Midwest, dedicated to the craft of producing fresh, 
fl avorful beers using traditional ingredients and the best of both old and new brewing techniques. For more information, visit www.boulevard.com
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jewelsdancehall

"The Most Fun You Can Have with Your Boots On"

440-275-5332

Snowmobilers
Welcome!!

JAN. 1 Karaoke
JAN. 2 & 3 Heartland

JAN. 9 & 10 Redneck Incorporated
JAN. 16 & 17 Crooked Creek Brothers

Live Music 

Fri. & Sat. 

9:30-1:30

Wednesday
Line Dance

Lessons with
Dee 6:30pm

Thursday
Free Pool

www.jewelsdancehallandsaloon.com

Must Be 21 and Over

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 3pm-6pm

Now Open 7 Days a Week

Thursdays @8pm: Queen of Hearts Drawing
Sundays @7pm: King of Clubs Drawing

Mon-Thurs: 3PM-Close, Fri: 3-2:30, Sat: 6-2:30, Sunday: 11-Close

Ely-Ronstadt single sees light of day, 27 years later
       Joe Ely’s Rack ‘Em Records recently released a long-lost duet single with Linda Ronstadt 
on iTunes.
      Written by R.C. Banks, “Where Is My Love” has been an Ely staple for years, but it was fi rst 
recorded with Ronstadt in 1987 in a Los Angeles studio with Mitch Watkins on guitar, Bill Ginn 
on keyboards, Jim Keltner on drums and Tony Marisco on bass.
The recording was never released. Ely and Ronstadt recently visited about the recording and 
decided it was time the world heard the duet.
Ely recently released his fi rst novel, “Reverb: An Odyssey.”
In October, Ely released “B4 84,” an album Ely recorded in 1983 using an early Apple II 
computer.

Famous RCA studio saved
       The famous RCA Studio A was offi cially saved with the sale of the historic studio to a trio, 
including a longstanding record label executive.
       The Music Row studio, where Elvis Presley, Waylon Jennings, Charley Pride, George Strait, 
Willie Nelson, Miranda Lambert and Tony Bennett recorded, was saved from developers by 
Mike Curb, who founded the label bearing his name, health care executive Chuck Elcan and 
preservationist Aubrey Preston. As Studio A Preservation Partners, they bought the building for 
$5.6 million from Bravo Development. Earlier this year, Preston signed a deal to buy the studio 
from Bravo and was joined late in the game by his partners. Bravo bought the property this 
summer for $4.1 million.
      Curb previously played a key role in saving Nashville music landmarks RCA Studio B and 
the Quonset Hut recording studio.
     Musician Ben Folds, who has been operating the studio, will work with the new owners 
of the studio built 49 years ago by Chet Atkins, Owen Bradley and Harold Bradley. Folds had 
pushed the effort to save the studio, as well.
      “It’s essential that we protect the infrastructure and heritage that anchors Nashville’s creative 
economy, and Mike and Chuck are perfect partners for this project,” Preston said in prepared 
remarks. “As a team, we’re looking forward to working with the preservation community to 
ensure Studio A’s long-term protection and share its incredible story.”
      “Studio A is at center stage in Music Row’s history, and I’m pleased to be able to help save 
it,” Curb said in a story in The Tennessean.”The creative, entrepreneurial work that began nearly 
50 years ago, when our industry’s pioneers had the vision to create Studio A, now will continue 
on into the future.”

Charlie Daniels Band is gonna do it again - in Nashville
       The Charlie Daniels Band’s Volunteer Jam is coming home to Nashville for its 40th 
anniversary.
     In addition to The Charlie Daniels Band, the Aug. 12 show event will bring a slew of special 
guests to Bridgestone Arena, including Billy Ray Cyrus, Kentucky Headhunters, Montgomery 
Gentry, the Outlaws, Lee Roy Parnell and Travis Tritt.
      Tickets go on sale Friday, Jan. 30, 2015 at 10 a.m. central at the Bridgestone Arena Box 
Offi ce and all Ticketmaster locations. Ticket prices will be $500 VIP / $40 / $17.68
      Profi ts from the night will go to the The Journey Home Project, a non-profi t Daniels co-
founded to help Veterans of the United States Armed Forces, and The Predators Foundation, 
which is devoted to funneling the excitement of professional sports towards the needs of the 
community.
       “We never had any idea how big it would become,” Daniels said. “We thought it was a 
hometown thing. We never realized it would become an international event.”
       “I hope to see more Nashville Volunteer Jams in the future. I’m very very excited to 
continue the Jam tradition 40 years later. “Ain’t it good to be alive and be in Tennessee.”
       The event began in 1974 at the War Memorial Auditorium in Nashville as a way of 
celebrating their fi rst hometown sellout concert. The CDB invited numerous friends to stop 
by. The list included members of the Marshall Tucker Band and The Allman Brothers Band. 
Recordings from this Jam are included on the CDB’s “Fire On The Mountain” LP.
       Volunteer Jam II (1975) took place at Murphy Center on the Middle Tennessee State 
University campus in Murfreesboro, Tenn. With 13,000 people on hand, the evening was 
documented in “Volunteer Jam,” the fi rst Southern rock motion picture. The Marshall Tucker 
Band, Dickey Betts and Chuck Leavell of The Allman Brothers Band, and Dru Lombar 
of Grinderswitch played with CDB. Alvin Lee of Ten Years After, Hee Haw regular Roni 
Stoneman, sessionmen Jamie Nichol and Karl Himmel, along with Jimmy Hall of Wet Willie 
and Billy Joe Shaver were also among the performers.
       Volunteer Jam III moved to Nashville’s Municipal Auditorium in 1976 where the CDB’s 
homecoming concert continued annually until 1985. Vol Jams took place at Starwood 
Amphitheater in Nashville from 1986 to 1992. 
       Volunteer Jam XVI was the last of the offi cial Vol Jam concerts held on Oct. 28, 1996 
at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center in Nashville. The fi rst ever acoustic Volunteer Jam, 
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commemorated Daniels’ 60th birthday. David Ball, John Berry, Tracy Byrd, Billy Ray Cyrus, 
Tracy Lawrence, David Lee Murphy, Victoria Shaw, Jimmy Hall and Lorrie Morgan all 
performed.

Shelton, Lambert, Underwood headline Big Barrel
       Blake Shelton, Miranda Lambert and Carrie Underwood will headline the fi rst Big Barrel 
Country Music Festival in Delaware in late June.
       Red Frog Events, the producers of the Firefl y Festival, announced the line-up for the Big 
Barrel Country Music Festival on June 26-28 in Delaware.
      The fest will be held the weekend after Firefl y, at the Woodlands at Dover International 
Speedway in Dover, Del. That is the same site as the very successful Firefl y festival, which has 
varying genres of music.
      The Big Barrel line-up is an eclectic mix of country royalty such as Merle Haggard and 
Loretta Lynn, contemporary acts and edgier/rootsy performers. Jake Owen, Chris Young, Gary 
Allen, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Loretta Lynn, Merle Haggard, Eric Paslay, Jon Pardi, Sturgill Simpson, 
Dan + Shay, Cassadee Pope, Charlie Worsham, Jana Kramer, The Oak Ridge Boys, Joel Crouse, 
Chris Stapleton, the Del McCoury Band, Shakey Graves, Billy Joe Shaver, Nikki Lane, Jackie 
Lee, Logan Mize, Hurray for the Riff Raff, Wade Bowen, Caitlin Rose, Steven Lee Olsen, The 
Felice Brothers, The Stray Birds, Sam Lewis and The Deslondes are on the bill.
       Three-day general admission passes are $99 and went on sale Dec 18th (bigbarrelfestival.
com). Highlights include a large-scale Dance Hall, BBQ area, saloon, marketplace with a 
variety of western goods and products, as well as a family-friendly area.
       “Firefl y, combined with its home at The Woodlands of Dover International Speedway, has 
established the East Coast’s standard when it comes to delivering a top-notch music festival,” 
said Greg Bostrom, Director of Firefl y and Big Barrel. “We’ll leverage the Firefl y foundation 
and our collective backgrounds bringing preeminent music festivals to life to establish Big 
Barrel as the benchmark for country music experiences this side of the Mississippi River.”
The festival is produced in partnership with Coachella producer Goldenvoice.
       Big Barrel follows in the wake of several other multi-day country festivals around the U.S. 
LiveNation is behind Watershed in George, Wash., Faster Horses in Brooklyn, Mich., the Route 
91 Harvest festival in Las Vegas, and the fi rst FarmBorough in New York from June 26-28, 
2015.

The Band Perry goes “Gentle” with video
      The Band Perry unveiled the new video for their Grammy-nominated rendition of “Gentle 
On My Mind,” their current single and the lead track from the soundtrack to the James Keach-
directed documentary “Glen Campbell: I’ll Be Me.”
      The video stars Kimberly, Reid and Neil Perry, Alexander Ludwig (Vikings, The Hunger 
Games, Lone Survivor) and Shelley Hennig (Justifi ed, Teen Wolf, Ouija) and was directed by 
The Band Perry’s creative director Owen Thomas. The video features live footage of the trio at 
Union Station in Indianapolis, Ind. as well as stunning narrative footage shot against the rugged 
terrain of Death Valley, Cal.

Nashville producer/guitarist Chip Young dies
       Nashville producer and guitarist Chip Young, who recorded with everyone from Dolly 
Parton to Elvis Presley, died on Saturday, December 20 at 76.
      Young, who played on Parton’s “Jolene,” also played with Waylon Jennings, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Kris Kristofferson and Porter Wagoner. He produced Billy Swan’s crossover hit “I Can 
Help” and later Joe Ely’s “Honky Tonk Masquerade.”
Young was born Jerry Marvin Stembridge in 1938 near Atlanta, Young changed his name at the 
beginning of his recording career at the urging of his friend Jerry Reed, who also encouraged 
Young to move to Nashville. Reed, in fact, hired Young as a touring guitarist. He soon was 
doing studio work on Music Row, including sessions with Reba McEntire, Roger Miller, 
George Strait, Skeeter Davis, Vern Gosdin, Gordon Lightfoot, Charlie Rich, Leon Russell and 
Faron Young. He played on Presley’s “Guitar Man” and Charley Pride’s “Kiss an Angel Good 
Morning.”
Young also started his own recording studio, Young ‘Un Sound, in the late 1960’s.
Young released his own album in 2000, “Having Thumb Fun With My Friend.” Reed, Chet 
Atkins and Scotty Moore all played on the disc.

Sugarland concert fatal accident settled
       Sugarland, promoter Live Nation and 16 others settled a lawsuit for $39 million that 
resulted from the 2011 collapse of a stage at the Indiana State Fair that killed seven and nearly 
100.
       High winds knocked over stage rigging and caused the stage roof to collapse onto fans 
waiting for the start of a Sugarland concert in August 2011. Two investigations indicated the 
rigging did not meet industry standards.
       The settlement reached on Friday resulted from mediation. The state settled earlier for $11 
million.
       It was not disclosed how much each party had to pay or how much each victim received. 
The severity of the injury determined the amount paid.
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By Pete Roche

Rustbelt icons, Michael Stanley 

and Donnie Iris, Rocked the 

Rocksino
If you build it, he will come…and sell the place out.
        Given a little time, Michael Stanley will—at some point—pack every venue in Northeast 
Ohio:  The Front Row, Richfi eld Coliseum, Tower City Ampitheatre, and the House of Blues.  
He’s been doing it for over forty years.  Perhaps most famously, the former Silk singer played to 
a capacity crowd at Blossom Music Center several nights in a row back in the early ‘80s, setting 
a longstanding attendance record.
Donnie Iris opened those shows.  Remember?
       Just a year after breaking ground and opening its doors, the Hard Rock Rocksino at 
Northfi eld Park welcomed back hometown hero Stanley for a pre-holiday soiree that featured 
highlights from his heyday with MSB alongside gems from throughout his prolifi c solo career 
(which is respectably sampled on the new Michael Stanley: The Solo 
Years 1995-2014) three-disc compilation.  The drive-time WNCX 
disc jockey thrilled the sold-out casino Friday evening.  We caught 
his “encore” show Sunday night.
       And in a nod to glory days past, Donnie Iris opened these gigs, 
too.  
It was three hours of Yuletide awesome as the rustbelt icons held 
court at the casino concert hall; a veritable jingle bell jackpot of blue 
collar rock ‘n’ roll and bespectacled singer-songwriter chutzpah.
       Clad in black dinner jacket and vest (and strumming a matching 
guitar), the goateed, eye-glassed Stanley greeted his minions 
with tracks representing two distinct territories from his uncanny 
catalog: “All I Ever Wanted” (from Heartland) and “It’s All About 
Tonight” (from Shadowland) bled into rousing Right Back at Ya track 
“Midwest Midnight,” with fi ery singer / percussionist Jennifer Lee 
leading The Resonators’ constabulary choir.
       “Did we get all our holiday shopping done?” asked Stanley after 
welcoming his Rocksino revelers.
“Or more to the point:  Guys, have we started our Christmas 
shopping yet?”  
        The indefatigable front man peppered the two-hour set similar 
humor—a lot of it self-deprecating (mostly targeting middle-age 
travails, such as failing memory)—but kept things running smoothly, 
offering “rockers” like “Working Again” and “Just Another Night 
in America” alongside “weepies” like “Falling in Love Again.”  
Lead guitarist Danny Powers sizzled throughout, tearing up the fret 
board on Velvet Underground cover “Sweet Jane / Wichi Tai To” 
as percussionist Rodney Psyka conjured Cuban rhythms on congas.  
Bassist Eric “Eroc” Sosinski pinned the bottom end, grooving on 
a riser in back with drummer Tommy Dobeck (who delivered a thunderous solo in a Santa hat 
prior to “Heartland”).  
        Marc Lee Shannon alternated between electric guitar (Telecaster) and mandolin, proffering 
the latter instrument on the Latin-fl avored “Spanish Nights.”  Reed and woodwind specialist 
Paul Wolf Christensen wailed on saxophone next to Psyka, but he also played triangle and 
auxiliary percussion (maracas, etc.).  Several of his horn solos recalled those of late E-Streeter 
Clarence Clemons, whose breezy-but-ballsy interludes and asides complemented Bruce 
Springsteen’s gritty vocals and guitars so well.
        Powers sang lead on the fi rst verse of “Nothing’s Gonna Change My Mind,” but then—in 
the evening’s biggest surprise—ex-MSB star / Breathless point man Jonah Koslen strode into 
view in ball cap and leather jacket and assumed control.  Koslen also strapped on a guitar for 
You Break It, You Bought It goody “Waste a Little Time On Me,” sharing the center mic with 
Stanley as organist Dave Young fl eshed out the soothing sounds on B-3.  Michael disclosed that 
the Bee Gees (“To Love Somebody”) treated him well during a visit to their Florida studio in the 

old days.
All of ‘em but 
Robin, at least.
       Perennial 
Stanley 
conspirator Bob 
Pelander dazzled 
with a piano intro 
to the brooding 
“Let’s Get the 
Show on The 
Road” and tickled 
the ivories of his Kurzweil PC-2 on slow dance number “Falling in Love Again.”  The season-
appropriate “Winter” (from 2008’s Just Another Night) had the gang locked in together, setting 
the mood for throwback “Rosewood Bitters” (from Michael’s eponymous 1972 debut).  

        Heartland hit “Lover” paired nicely with You Can’t Fight Fashion 
anthem “My Town,” and wound down main set at a fever pitch.  The 
Resonators returned to encore with a captivating “Home Tonight” 
(from 2005’s American Road), then signed off with ferocious fi nale 
“Somewhere in the Night” (from 1981’s North Coast), sending folks 
back out on the highways and bi-ways (where they surely thanked God 
once more for the man who put the white lines on ‘em).        
       Donnie Iris warmed things up nicely with a forty-fi ve minute 
set that leaned heavy on the Pittsburgh singer’s fi rst two (and most 
successful) MCA albums:  Back on the Streets (1980) and King Cool 
(1981).
       Backed by capable Cruisers Mark Avsec (keys), Marty Lee 
Hoenes (guitar), Paul Goll (bass), and Kevin Valentine (drums), the 
razor-stubbled Wild Cherry alum bounded through “Agnes,” “Do U 
Compute?” and “That’s the Way Love Ought to Be” with an athleticism 
belying his seventy years.  Writer / producer (and daytime entertainment 
attorney) Avsec powered the mix with his Roland and Yamaha synths, 
but he brandished a guitar with Iris and Hoenes on the gloriously loud 
“Love Is Like a Rock.”  
       It was all hands on deck when it came to recreating the Cruisers’ 
lush, densely-layered background vocals.  The audience was willing to 
help out, too—and nobody minded when Donnie suffered a butterfi ngers 
moment with his mic, dropping it to the fl oor with an audible k-chonk! 
If anything, the fumble (which was quickly recovered) only added to the 
spontaneity and magic.  This wasn’t Memorex, people. 
       Donnie prefaced “Ah! Leah!” by singing the FM mainstay ballad-
style fi rst, with Hoenes gradually dialing up the distortion on his Les 
Paul guitar.  Even casual concertgoers cheered in recognition, and many 
leapt to their feet when Goll started pumping the groove on his fi ve-

string bass over Valentine’s strident beat.
       Iris dusted off “The Rapper” (a #2 hit with his former band, The Jaggerz, in 1970) and 
prowled the lip of the stage, shimmying and shaking, and encouraging spectators to take up the 
familiar refrain.  The band segued into Billy Joe Royal’s “Hush” with nary a hiccup, with Avsec 
mashing on his organ keys like late Hammond guru Jon Lord (who popularized the song with 
Deep Purple in ’68).  
       The Cruisers bid adieu with an impressive gospel-tinged spin on Lennon / McCartney 
classic “With a Little Help From My Friends,” with Donnis channeling Joe Cocker on the Sgt. 
Pepper’s single by unleashing his trademark shriek on a few of the high notes.        
Bravo, King Cool!  
www.michaelstanley.com • www.donnieiris.com 
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getaway.   
       Carlos divulges his guitar secrets, taking gearhead readers 
behind the scenes with his “Boogie” brand amplifi ers and 
custom Paul Reed Smith guitars.  He accounts for his thoughts 
and feelings when wailing as best he can, putting words to the 
elusive X-Factor that distinguished his guitar style from those of 
his equally-talented contemporaries in the ‘60s and ‘70s.  
      “It’s just a matter of apples and oranges and pears and 
bananas.  Santana’s not going to be everybody’s favorite music 
every time.”
       We’re walked through the creative process behind every 
album, from that groundbreaking self-titled debut to Welcome, 
Barboletta, Amigos, Inner Secrets, Zebop, and All That I Am, to 
Viva Santana end of ‘80s.  We follow the band when they jump 
ship from Columbia (after Clive Davis leaves) and Carlos forms 
his own label.  We relive Santana’s television appearances, side 
projects, guest spots, solo offerings, and team-ups, and root him 
on as he garners numerous Grammy Awards and Billboard accolades, earns a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and is honored (with Billy Joel 
and Shirley MacLaine) at the Kennedy Center in 2013. 
       If Universal Tone has a sour note, it’s that the author(s)—like so many others before them—tend to step on the gas once we hit the second 
half of Carlos’ career.  It takes a couple hundred pages of backstory just to arrive at that fi rst album, and yet they condense the chronologies of 
each subsequent release to the point where examinations of Santana’s “comeback” albums (Supernatural, Shaman) feel rushed, like afterthoughts.  
Still, the guitarist does share memories of collaborating with popular young singer-songwriters like Lauryn Hill, Eagle-Eye Cherry, Rob Thomas 
(“Smooth”), Michelle Branch (“Game of Love”), and Wyclef Jean—even Placido Domingo (“Novus”)—and credits Davis for pairing him with 
next-generation stars instead of middle-aged classic rock vocalists.         
        Carlos divulges his spiritual name (Devadip), dishes on the vegan restaurant he opened with his wife (Dipti Nivas), discusses the ideals 
behind his charity, the Milagro Foundation.  His singular (and often self-deprecatory) humor peppers his anecdotes:  The burgeoning superstar is 
pulled over for idling on the freeway in his fi rst luxury sports car (a 300 hp Excalibur Phaeton convertible) by disbelieving patrolmen—who offer 
free driving lessons instead of a citation.  He’s teasingly belittled by Sly Stone, bested (and befriended) by B.B. King and Buddy Guy, frisked by 

Black Panthers, and body-guarded by inner city bus drivers.  A high school classmate refers to 
him as “Car Antenna.”  
        He blows his mind on Jerry Garcia’s mescaline, borrows Pete Townshend’s Stratocaster, 
st-st-stutters with pal John Lee Hooker, parties on his “Flying Turtle” private jet, samples Miles 
Davis’ cocaine, and later explains CD technology to the eccentric trumpet titan. As an arrogant 
young gunslinger, Santana threatens to “cut” guitarist Mike Bloomfi eld with his skills (the 
humble virtuoso welcomes the challenge).  As a God-minded mature artist, he repels a Ghana 
witchdoctor with his Jesus T-shirt.  Santana watches a stoned Jimi Hendrix froth at the mouth 
while recording at Electric Ladyland, but concedes that he too often gets so absorbed when 
practicing guitar that he drools on his instrument.  He cleans up after his daughter’s Chihuahua, 
who messes all over the couch. 
“But I’m a rock star!” he jokingly protests.  
       Santana doesn’t mince words when it comes to recreational drugs and pharmaceuticals, 
condemning destructive substances like cocaine and heroin—but endorsing moderate use of 
marijuana:  “Grass and peyote are medicines from Mother Earth.”  He also lays bare his thoughts 
on love and sex, decrying how society often spoils intercourse and self-stimulation with guilt and 
shame and sharing his healing rationale opening up to Rolling Stone about his molestation as a 
pre-teen in Mexico (“I’m not a victim; I’m a survivor”).  
        The book climaxes with Santana’s marathon touring in the 2000’s, his “out-of-the-blue” 
divorce from Deborah, notes on fatherhood and husbandry, and a homecoming concert in a 
bullfi ghting ring.  Carlos admits he still collects comics and action fi gures to appease his inner 
child, and keeps up with music technology by constantly updating his library on iPods and iPads.  
He sees his parents off to heaven, remarries to drummer Cindy Blackman, jump-starts his own 
merchandising business, and takes up residence in Las Vegas—where he begins a successful 
residency at Mandalay Bay.  Carlos ponders a post-Corazon reunion with classic Santana 
members…and a possible tour package with Schon’s other band, Journey.  He thanks everyone 
under (and over) the sun in his acknowledgements and two 16-page full-color photo inserts make 
for some fi ne visual frosting.
www.santana.com   
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

HOSTED BY WTF

while supporting the “Mr Lemons” album, he also toured North American with a reunited Toad 
the Wet Sprocket. That band is back touring (including dates opening for Counting Crows) and 
released a new album, 2013′s “New Constellation.”

Lee DeWyze
Thursday, January 15, 2015
6pm doors, 8pm start Supper Club
$15 advance, $18 day of show; $50 VIP/meet & 
greet tickets—limited quantities available
General Admission, All-Ages
       Lee DeWyze – Folk-based acoustic singer-
songwriter that wrote The Walking Dead’s 
“Blackbird Song”
       Lee DeWyze launched the pivotal stage of 
what was already a high-profi le musical career 
(thanks to a little show called American Idol, 
which he won in 2010) with his Vanguard Records 
debut, Frames, in the summer of 2013. Inspired 
by what he listened to growing up— Cat Stevens, 
Simon & Garfunkel and other folk-based acoustic 
musicians—the album received high-caliber 
praise from publications such as the Los Angeles 
Times, Chicago Tribune and Rolling Stone. Yet 
Frames proved not only that DeWyze was a great 
singer, but also an extremely talented songwriter—
something further reinforced by the success of the 
original tune “Blackbird Song,” which he penned for the television show The Walking Dead, 
and the Irish success of Ronan Keating’s “Lullaby,” another DeWyze composition. In 2015, 
the musician will release an onslaught of music and video content, and continue his relentless 
touring here in the US and overseas.

Kevin Griffi n of Better Than Ezra 
Saturday, January 24, 2015
6pm doors, 8pm start Concert Hall
Price: $20 advance, $22 day of show 
        Kevin Griffi n made his professional debut in 1995 as the singer and songwriter for New 
Orleans-based Better Than Ezra. Their debut record, “Deluxe,” went double-platinum fueled 
in part by the success of the No. 1 Modern Rock track “Good.” The band’s follow up record, 
“Friction Baby,” went Gold and contained two Top 10 Modern Rock tracks. 2001 brought 
another Top 10 Hit with the single “Extra Ordinary” and in 2005, BTE had a Top 10 Hot AC hit 
with “Juicy.”
        In recent years, Griffi n branched into writing for other artists and soon scored a No. 1 hit 
with Howie Day’s “Collide.” Most recently, he has written and produced for a variety of artists 
in rock, pop and country, including Sugarland’s No. 1 country hit, 2010′s “Stuck Like Glue.” 
Griffi n has also penned singles for David Cook, James Blunt, Augustana, and Tristan Prettyman; 
other songs have been written and produced for artists such as Missy Higgins, Train, Blondie 
and Shinedown, to name a few. Griffi n recently re-located from Los Angeles to Nashville, where 
he continues writing and producing in his newly built studio in the bucolic hills of Franklin, 
Tennessee.
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By Sage Satori

Wellness
4-Directional

Wellness Program

More listings and information at
www.feathertouchpathandpurpose.com

Life is meant to
be celebrated…. That

includes understanding
every aspect of our lives;

our Soul’s Purpose, our Finances,
our Professions and our Relationships.
A partial listing of Classes & Workshops
offered for the 4-Directional
“Evolutionary” sessions:

Patti Ann Dooms,
Holistic Lifestyle Mentor

440-223-7510

E-Cubed 
Nine More Energy Experiments to 
Make Joy, Fun, and Finding Miracles 
Your Full-Time Gig 
by Pam Grout 

        Review comments: Complexity often comes with books 
about improving your life, but not this one. The writing is 
entertaining and straight forward. Pam Grout has a humorous, 
conversational style that makes the experience of reading her 
book like talking with a good friend.

       Excerpt: Instead of using our thoughts and consciousness 
to imagine, expand, and create, we use this luminous 
superpower of an ability to run the data we downloaded from 
our culture, the data covering up and obscuring the powerful, magical now. Every atom, every 
molecule, every energy wave of your being pulses with creative life force. But instead of using 
this powerful mojo to generate brilliance, we turn it against ourselves.
       I call it the Baby Huey principle. Baby Huey, a popular cartoon character when I was 
growing up, is a naïve, oversize duckling in diapers. Because he had the mentality of a baby but 
the strength of a sumo wrestler, he constantly caused problems, inadvertently knocking things 
over and damaging property. He had no idea of his superhuman strength. That’s us in a nutshell.

       E-Squared, the international hit sensation 
described by one reader as “The Secret on 
crack,” provided the training wheels, the baby 
steps, to “really getting it” that thoughts create 
reality. 
In E-Cubed (don’t worry—there will never be 
E to the 10th Power), author Pam Grout takes 
you higher and deeper into the quantum fi eld, 
where you’ll prove that blessings and miracles 
are natural and that joy is only a thought away. 
With nine new experiments and more tips on 
how to keep the gates of the world’s largesse and 
abundance wide open, this book is chock-full 
of incontrovertible evidence that the universe is 
just waiting for us to catch up, just waiting for us 
to begin using the energy that has always been 
available for our enjoyment and well-being.
About the Author
         Pam Grout is the #1 New York Times 
best-selling author of 17 books, three plays, 
a television series, and two iPhone apps. She 
writes for People magazine, CNNgo.com, The 
Huffi ngton Post, and her travel blog, www.
georgeclooneyslepthere.com. Find out more 
about Pam and her out-of-the-box take on life on 
her website: www.pamgrout.com.

Co-Creating At Its Best 
A Conversation Between Master Teachers 
       By #1 New York Times best-selling authors Dr. Wayne 
W. Dyer and Esther Hicks (The Teachings of Abraham).
       Review comments: Prior knowledge of Esther Hicks 
work and the teachings of Abraham is helpful but by no 
means necessary. Dr. Wayne Dyer is always very engaging 
with a brilliant perspective and wealth of knowledge. 
Whether he is doing a live presentation, audio book, or pen 
to paper Dr. Wayne always has an answer for the best way 
to go forward on life’s path. In Co-creating At Its Best he is asking the questions and Abraham, 
through Esther Hicks, is giving the answers. It’s not easy to put this book down.

Excerpt: Dr. Wayne – When I make my transition, will I be able to make contact with people I 
love?
Abraham - Yes, everyone that you care about.
Dr. – Do you set an intention before? Because I’ve been doing that.
Abraham: Yes, but it is not only because of intention that you set before you make your 
transition. From your Non-Physical vantage point, you have a keen interest in what is 
happening on Earth.
We in the Non-Physical are multidimensional. We are Consciousness, and whenever you -- in 
your physical from – focus, we are always there with you, no exceptions. But it is necessary that 
you tune yourself to the recognition of us.

        What happens when you bring together one of the most inspirational spiritual teachers of 
all time and the Master Sages of the Universe? A magical, insightful, invigorating encounter you 
will never forget! 
       In this awe-inspiring book based on a live event in Anaheim, California, Dr. Wayne W. 
Dyer sits down with Esther Hicks and the wise Collective Consciousness known as Abraham. 
Wayne asks all the questions he has accumulated from his more than 40 years of teaching others 
about self-reliance and self-discovery, and Abraham delivers the answers we all need to hear. 
Topics include: 
• Parenting, parents, and the continuum of life 
• Can we reach the state of “love that has no opposite”? 
• Dharma, destiny, and being on your path 
• Dealing with bad news 
• Are there ascended masters and guides? 
• Monsanto and GMOs 
• And many more! 
       While Wayne and Esther have been friends for years, this is the fi rst time that he engages 
with Abraham in an extended dialogue about life’s many lessons and perplexing questions. Read 
this book and experience this extraordinary meeting of the minds for yourself!

About the Authors
       Dr. Wayne W. Dyer is an internationally renowned author and speaker in the fi eld of self-
development. He’s the author of more than 40 books, has created numerous audio programs and 
videos, and has appeared on thousands of television and radio shows. Wayne holds a doctorate 
in educational counseling from Wayne State University and was an associate professor at St. 
John’s University in New York. Website: www.DrWayneDyer.com 
       Esther and Jerry Hicks have been producing the Leading Edge Abraham-Hicks teachings 
since 1986. In November 2011, Jerry made his transition into Non-Physical, and now Esther 
continues to conduct the Abraham seminars with the help of her physical friends and co-
workers and, of course, with the Non-Physical help of Abraham and Jerry. Their internationally 
acclaimed website is: www.abraham-hicks.com. 
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By Joel A. Ayapana

~Continued on Page 24

By B Joel A. Ayapana

The Alchemy of Forgiveness
        As we, an evolving species, are about to conclude another 
year of creation, another trend of new beginnings shall come, 
from around the bend, to take its place - another new cycle of 
potentialities and possibilities. But as every year can seem to 
gather in the abundance of the goodness, the love, prosperity, 
opportunity, and in the harmony of grace, attachments (on the 
other hand) in the form of fear, anxiety, anger, and in the worry 
of things can often take us to an unrelenting state of stagnation. 
The encompassing of such said energies, either consciously or 
subconsciously, can usually take the enigmatic form of Karmic 
restraints. Such constraints can often become a bewildering and 
unrelenting mountain of obstacle when we should fi nd ourselves 
within the traps of our own inabilities to release. Anger and Hatred 
are often the strongest of these fears when it comes down to the most beleaguering of blockages 
found within the angst of “Unforgiveness.”  
       Often the conscious urge to latch onto these attachments can be so overwhelmingly deep-
seated that we can actually become unaware that such underlying attachments do, indeed, exist. 
According to Dianne Collins, author of her paradigm-shifting book, entitled, Do You Quantum 
Think: New Thinking That Will Rock Your World, she describes four aspects of knowing. 
And the one particular aspect of knowing of which pertains to this level of unconscionable 
understanding to the proverbial chains of bondage, which can potentially tie us down heavy 
within the walls of its own-self-imprisoning nature, is the fi rst level aspect of “Unawareness.” 
       In order to evolve through the many stages and within the other multifaceted diversions and 
pit-stops in life, individually, we are required to become more mindful of our Consciousness 
and in our Perceptions, most importantly. By simply responding to the variable amounts of 
stimuli through the immediacy of a response based upon automaticity, we can literally live our 
lives in “auto-pilot” whilst persistently and repetitively responding to negative stimuli with the 
negative cycle of negative responses. And we often do so with extreme unawareness. 
       This is often the case when we respond to the world in an ego-centered and ego-driven 

type of approach to anything in life - in either how we perceive ourselves, in how 
we view the world, or in how we interpret how the world sees us individually in 
tandem. Often from this approach, when we are pummeled and bombarded by life’s 
irrelevancies, which can seem to collect and stack up upon each other with every single 
bit of dramatic clutter that seems to meet us along the pass, our life circumstances can 
become extremely complex, diffi cult, and challenging. We easily lose focus. We no 
longer fi nd the joy within even a single moment within the day. We become angry. We 
become depressed. We worry; we essentially change our navigational settings to this 
disempowering approach of so-called “Auto-Pilot.”
       So, here lies the question: How are we, as Human Beings, successfully able to 
snap out of this robotic state of egocentric conditioning? Well, I’ve mentioned this 
many times through either my previous writings from within my book, The Book of 
Positive Light: Remembrance of the Heart, or in my prior conversations with many 
of my wonderful guests who have joined me on my talk show, Quantum Mindfulness 
Radio - that the key lies from within our perceptions. Furthermore, I have spoken so 
passionately about the importance of the Sacred Heart when we are to gravitate towards 

the approach of centering our attention, awareness, and of our inner most positive of light 
towards the power that we ultimately possess. when we begin to acknowledge the signifi cance 
of a Heart-Centered Level of Consciousness. And as it pertains to this topic of discussion - in 
how we are to approach the clutter from within our lives - FORGIVENESS becomes a tool that 
can be utilized to bring our awareness back to homeostasis. 
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~Continued from Page 23

        Forgiveness is a form of resiliency. It is not the sword of resistance that has shown its 
ultimate presence of effi ciency, but rather the armor and shielding of resilience, on the other 
hand, that has proven itself to being of much greater benefi t when it comes to focusing our light 
upon the process of the Evolution of Self. According to Eckart Tolle, when speaking in terms 
of either philosophical, spiritual, or in scientifi c means, when we resist anything in life with 
utmost and complete vigor, what we passionately resist shall come to resist our efforts ten-fold 
back in return. From within the same notion, have you often experienced times within your lives 
when we fi nd ourselves within the trap of essentially “trying too hard” to achieving any known 
accomplishment in life, in either the most positive or of the most negative of light? But when 
we are most able to be synchronisticly guided to release that blockage of consistent persistence 
and perpetual drive to accomplishing that goal, from within the energies of frustration that can 
often take our wind from mid-fl ight, we can often fi nd that what we had desired to obtain, either 
physically or emotionally, comes to us easily and magically without resistance. It is simply a 
paradox. And when we acknowledge the many differing levels of PARADOX from within our 
lives we fi nd that from out of all of the complexity what we strive for and truly what we shall 
gain in strength when we shift our focus - is merely that of simplicity. 
      If we are to legitimately wash our hands free from the clutter and of all of the indemnity 
of which has weighed heavy upon our focus, we can essentially leave space for other levels of 
abundance to take up the space in all of our awareness. And just to reiterate, once again, the 
importance of abundance - we must always be mindful of what type of abundance we decide to 
encompass within our lives. Do we choose the Abundance of Fear, of Worry, and of Anxiety, or 
rather shall we choose the Abundance of Love, of Prosperity, and of Forgiveness. The Universe 
provides you with exactly what you desire, so be careful and concise with what words and of 
the intentions you choose. Your words are essentially the initial sparks of the creative process of 
change... of transformation... of transmutation. 
       According to Quantum Theory, when we are to wipe our slate clean from all of the clutter 
that can accumulate, consciously and subconsciously, from our awareness, the creative process 
then begins to manifest. When we release the clutter from our consciousness, we release the 
diversion. We invite then the clarity of strength. We now posses more of that valuable space for 
other means of focus for the gathering and accumulating energies meant for a desired presence 
of manifestation. And when we do so, we must be always be mindful that we stay within the 
Sacred Heart. We must forgive ourselves. We must forgive the process. We must forgive all 
other parties involved with such Olden of Ways in approach, and when we do so, we must 
also be mindful that we are well worthy of receipt - the Consciousness of an Open-Handed 
Receipt for Love. We are all well worthy of such Blessings. Give to yourself the very Gift of 
Forgiveness. This is the true essence of the very gift from within this Season of Giving. 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is a Veteran of the United States Air Force. He has been practicing within 
the specialized nursing fi eld of Behavioral Health as a Registered Nurse for eleven years in the 
Cleveland area. His inspirational work has earned him several awards and recognitions within 
the fi eld of nursing. 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is also the author of his new book, entitled, The Book of Positive Light: 
Remembrance of the Heart  www.thebookofpositivelight.com 

Joel Ayala Ayapana is also the host of his new online radio talk show, Quantum Mindfulness 
Radio, which broadcasts every other Monday 8pm PST/ 11pm EST, only on the BBS Radio 
Network www.quantummindfulnessradio.com
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If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com
www.liamguitars.com

WINTER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

Whooz Playin’
Happy Holidays

and a
prosperous
New Year
to all our

Loyal Fans!
    To Book: 440-796-3057

WWW.WHOOZPLAYIN.COM

     Well I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas. I know that this time of 
the year can get quite hectic with shopping and travel and visiting relatives. 
I can only hope that your holidays went well and that all of your loved ones 
are healthy and safe. All went well with our families and for the most part was 
quiet and not very stressful at all. It was a very good Christmas. My only regret 
would be that there was no snow. Somehow after spending 60 yrs of winters in 
Northeast Ohio it feels a little empty without snow for Christmas. I don’t like 
snow all the time but I don’t seem to mind waking up to it on Christmas day.
      I’ve been staying busy through the holidays trying to get a few of the old 
repairs fi nished up so I can start fresh for the New Year.  I went up into my 
“storage” attic over my shop the other day, thinking that I would go through 
some stuff and fi nd a few older projects to fi nish up. Wow! I forgot I had so 
much sh%*#%. After years of repairing instruments I have acquired many 
pieces and parts from a lot of different places. Some from Ebay, some from 
garage sales and some have even been given to me from friends that know I 
might fi x it up and pass it along to some other needy musician in the future. 
I started to become overwhelmed with the amount of projects that have been 
building up over the years that I have started or planned on starting. Not 
all of them were repairs. Some things were ideas I might have had to build 
something like a sign for my business or maybe a cool design for a new guitar 
stand or even a shelving system to hold and organize all of the stuff that I 
didn’t know where to put.
     It all starts when I go off to start some other project that seems to be more 
important to work on than the one I was working on. Now I have a full attic and half a shop full of half done projects. Sure they were all great 
ideas at the time and they would be awesome to have (if they were fi nished) but somewhere over time some of them have lost their stature of 
importance in the grand scheme of things. I’m torn with what decision I should take. Should I just hunker down and make a another list of things 
to fi nish (someone once told me that only works when you actually fi nish the project on the list, (Damn!) or should I take a match to it all and start 
new? 
      I’m glad that my mind still keeps coming up with new ideas to keep me busy, but I only wish that the incentive to fi nish something would 
come along with the idea to start it. I hope there are other people out there that share my dilemma, because I’m starting to sound like I might need 
professional help.  Now I know that it sounds like I’m bearing my soul (I am) but I am doing so in hopes that someone that has encountered a 
similar problem can enlighten me with the perfect solution to clean up my shop. Maybe just a big garage sale might help. I thought of trying to get 
an apprentice or helper to lighten some of my load, but so far that has not happened. 
    Every year about this time this feeling overcomes me. You would think that I would be used to it by now and I could recognize it for what it 
really is. All of this rambling is just another year coming to a close. It’s time to throw out the old stuff and make room for the new. It’s time to 
make some room for the future! (Did you notice how I just talked myself out of my problem? Or did I? Either way I’m off to something new. No 
time for regrets!)
     It’s always a challenge to come up with new ideas on how to make the business of Lutherie a success. It seems as though there are many 
avenues that must be taken to run a successful business. Sometimes it’s not just building or fi xing instruments. I might have to build other parts for 
instruments or buy and sell or trade instruments or even go to shows and do workshops or write articles or make videos. All of these things need 
learning curves to fi gure out. I only wish I would have started all of this when I was about 3 years old. I might have been able to fi gure it all out by 
now.
     I mentioned before how I’m planning to expand into the world of CNC and that is still very much in the works. I have received my plans 
already and am making room in the new shop to start building it. I have even recently been looking at 3D printers. I probably should just wait and 
see how the CNC works out before I start on 3D printers. (But they are sooo cool!). 
     Well I apologize for the “ramblings” and I promise that the articles you read in the future will have more substance or actually be about 
lutherie.  I do have some new guitar projects that will be fun to talk about. Well it’s time to bid all of you faithful readers a very blessed farewell 
for the year and I look forward to sharing all my thoughts and blessings with you as they come to me in the upcoming year.
     Please have a Safe and Happy New Year! and as always please “Stay in Tune”
    
Happy New Year!!  Keep Smiling!!
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Wood-n-Strings
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Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557

Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

Wednesday, Dec. 31
First Night Akron

8:15-9:00. & 9:15-10:00 Akron
Public Library High Street

 
Thursday, Jan. 15
Put-in-Bay Day at the

Westside Steve Simmons

Pat Daily
 

Friday, Jan. 16

 Columbia Station

By Westside Steve Simmons

The Hobbit: Battle of the 
Five Armies  
Warner Bros.  PG13  144 min
        I would imagine that JRR Tolkien’s Lord 
of the Rings trilogy is the most popular work 
of fantasy in the history of this world or any 
other. The attention to detail, the depth of 
characters, the research etc. etc. are beyond 
what most writers are able to imagine. It’s for 
that reason that LOTR was so wildly suc-
cessful when director Peter Jackson fi nally 
delivered a respectable fi lm.
        It’s also no secret that Tolkien himself 
never considered the Hobbit a serious part of 
the rings saga, but more a whimsical story that 
led to a much greater project.
       Still, The Hobbit is an entertaining and 
enjoyable sideline which has been read by 
every devotee of LOTR.
       And let’s not kid ourselves; it is also indu-
bitably a cash cow.
       I think there are three, at least, types of 
customers for the fi lm THE HOBBIT. First 
the zealots who will watch and dissect and the 
judge on the basis of accuracy to the novel. 
Second the apostles, who while question-
ing some of the deviations from the word of 
Tolkein, will be pleased to see the characters 
and the story get fresh life.
       Third would be your casual moviegoers 
who enjoy cool scenery and battle scenes. I 
guess I fall into the second group even though 
I have read Lord of the Rings at least 17 times. 
        If you don’t remember my take on the 
previous installment it is that I think there 
was enough in the book to make one darn 
fi ne, though long, fi lm. Alas, because of the 
dictates of the dark bean counters of Isengard, 
the fi lms have been stretched to the limit of 
potential profi tability. I don’t really mind since 
I love the look of Peter Jackson’s vision, the 
characters and the Tolkien like story.
       As I say, fans of epic battle scenes should 
enjoy this since I’d wager 95% of the fi lm is 
devoted to war, hence the subtitle War of the 
Five Armies. Among these battle scenes are 
some insights given that will help link this 
fi lm to Lord of the Rings. We get an idea why 
the Elves and Dwarves hate each other, which 
is a running theme throughout the trilogy.
       You also have to put up with characters 

added for comic effect and one attractive elf 
girl with a bow and arrow inserted appar-
ently to appeal to the teenage fans of Katniss 
Everdeen.
        I can’t say that I haven’t enjoyed the 
Hobbit saga but I made a conscious effort to 
set aside my need for literary accuracy and go 
along for the ride. 
At least there isn’t any Jar Jar Binks.

B-

Exodus
Gods and Kings  
20th Century Fox  PG13 
150 min
      Winter and spring seem to be logical plac-
es for religious epics. We’ve got the two big 
ones, Christmas and Easter but this time it was 
nice to see our Jewish brethren grab a little bit 
of the theological spotlight with EXODUS.
       There are various ways to treat religious 
epics on the screen. Recently, NOAH, almost 
accepted but Quentin Tarantino disregarded 
the biblical story and changed it into sci-
ence fi ction. I do recall enjoying the musical 
version of EXODUS many years ago. This 
offering is more along the lines of the grand 
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and majestic spectacle such as we’ve seen from Cecil B DE Mille and the like.
       I’m sure your Rabbi or Minister has given you the outline of the story. Pharaoh, worried 
about an eventual uprising from his Hebrew slaves, decided to kill all the Hebrew boys at birth. 
Moses (Christian Bale) was hidden in a basket in the bulrushes of the river until he was found 
by an Egyptian and taken back to the palace to be raised as family. When his secret is discov-
ered he is cast out into the wilderness where he will eventually be chosen by God to be his 
emissary to Pharaoh and eventually lead the Hebrews to freedom. Of course you remember the 
Egyptian king was reluctant to give up his slaves and suffered through 9 plagues before the last 
and most devastating, forced him to capitulate.
       Now, this is an epic complete with the fi nest of special effects available today which makes 
the depiction of the plagues really gruesome. If it were me I don’t think I have gotten past the 
Locust before I let them go. Of course as we remember the Pharaoh quickly has a change of 
heart and pursues the Hebrews right to the edge of the sea and...
Well, I won’t give away the ending.
       MOSES truly is a spectacle from beginning to end. The acting is sound but it is secondary 
to the expansive vision. One of the time honored scenes involves Moses speaking with God 
through the burning bush. I thought they devised a very nice angle to that particular depiction, 
but I will let you see that for yourself.
Hanukkah and Christmas are very traditional holidays and Moses is a traditional holiday fi lm 
for our generation.
(Am I the only one who thinks it’s ironic that one of the world’s most famous Hebrews was 
played by a guy named Christian?)

B
The Gambler  
Paramount  R 111 min
      Like I often say, “I don’t have chil-
dren and I don’t like other people’s.” 
That goes double for grandchildren. 
So, on Christmas Day your friend 
and humble narrator Westside Steve 
visits the family in Carroll County and 
heads for one of the fi lms opening on 
Christmas Day. This year I had meager 
interest in another wicked witch or 
another desert war fl ick and had no 
interest in jumping on the publicity 
stunt bandwagon for the North Korean assassination show.
        I do, however, love gritty redemption dramas centered on gamblers, con artists, and 
crooks. You know the kind that are so cool when they come from the word processor of David 
Mamet.
       Well gang, this one does not come from that fabled device but from the desk of James 
Tobak, the novelist, director responsible for such great works as, well, nothing unless you liked 
Bugsy better than I did. (It’s actually from his novel so I can’t blame him for the screenplay or 
the direction here.)
       Eccentric literature professor Jim Bennett (Mark Wahlberg) has a dark side. When he’s not 
trying to get his students to face reality he is an unrepentant and unsuccessful gambler.
       Unfortunately the gambling establishments he chooses to frequent aren’t the glitzy palaces 
on the Las Vegas Strip where the worst that can happen is you max out your credit card and go 
home in a barrel. These joints are the ones in which the collection agents are more likely to kill 
your friends and family and then you. Kind of makes you appreciate the girl at the bank who 
calls to say your checking account is overdrawn.
       He’s now down hundreds of thousands of dollars to a variety of unscrupulous folks includ-
ing the Korean underground casino, the black gangstas, loan shark John Goodman and his 
mom. His only chance at survival lies in his ability to convince one of his students, a gifted but 

~Continued on Page 28
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~Continued from Page 27

not very scholarly, basketball player to participate in a point shaving scheme.
       In order to make this type of fi lm work you need to set up three things. First your main 
character has to be sympathetic, which Professor Bennett is not. He’s actually kind of an asshole 
and never makes any attempt to get himself out of debt. 
       Second you really need to hate the bad guys. Sure they are an evil bunch but it seemed to 
me they were bending over backwards to allow this guy to bail himself out.
       Third it’s always more fun when all the pieces of the puzzle fall together and make an exu-
berant climax. Here there is not much more thought involved than one would have with the fl ip 
of a coin. Oh, I will grant there’s a little cool repartee between Wahlberg and Goodman at the 
very end but not nearly enough to allow me to leave the theater on a high note. And did I men-
tion the romance hook between the professor and Brie Larson never gets off the ground?
       It’s hard for me to take Marky Mark seriously but I admit he exceeds my expectations in 
just about every fi lm. I don’t think he can carry the day in the tradition of Jack Nicholson, Sean 
Connery, Robert DeNiro, Christian Bale etc. etc. but he’s solid when he’s given a good script. 
This particular script needed some work.

C

Penguins of Madagascar  
Dreamworks PG 92 min
      I won’t spend a great deal of time on this 
one partially because I don’t think it’s all that 
important and it has been out for a while. 
But by the time we go to press you will have 
decided which Christmas presents you need 
to sneak back to the mall for exchange and 
that might present the problem of what to do 
with the kids. There are a few movies geared 
to young people that the adults can probably 
enjoy almost as much.
        Even though I did enjoy PENGUINS OF 
MADAGASCAR  I do believe it will appeal 
more to the kids, especially little boys.
       I will warn you, however, that the name 
Madagascar in the title is a little bit mislead-
ing. When I see an animated fi lm about Mada-
gascar I expect to see lots of lemurs of which 
there are very few and only at the very end, like Sean Connery’s cameo at the end of Kevin 
Costner’s ROBIN HOOD .
But enough about that.
       Everybody loves penguins and that, friends, is the basis of the plot. Did you ever wonder 
how the other animals in the zoo felt when all of a sudden penguins were all the rage? Imagine 
being a formerly top selling rockstar watching teenage girls lighting up for Justin Bieber tickets! 
Imagine how badly you would hate Justin Bieber!
(Well I guess it’s not that hard to imagine...)
       In this case it’s the octopus that had once been the star of the show and now forced to play 
second fi ddle to the wobbling fl ightless birds. 
      To paraphrase the Bard, or somebody, hell hath no fury like an octopus scorned. The eight 
legged antagonist has devised a ghastly machine that will turn the cute and cuddly birds into 
horrible ugly creatures. That set the stage for a heroic handful of penguins and a dashing array 
of animal heroes to save the day. Don’t worry about it, it’s all fun.
There’s plenty of action for the kids and a nice smattering of puns to make grown-ups chuckle. 
Here’s an example: as Professor Octopus calls to a pair of his cohorts, “Drew, Barry!! More 

power!!”
        Also,  and maybe this is a DreamWorks  phenomenon, 
the voices are done by talented yet relative unknowns with the 
exception of Dave the villainous octopus who is voiced by John 
Malkovich. That’s one way to keep the production budget down 
and little kids don’t care about big stars anyway. But it’s fun and 
not a bad fl ick to take a little person to.

B
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Troubadours of Divine Bliss
Friday, January 29, 2015 8:30 p.m. (Doors at 6 p.m.)
Supper Club
Price: $13 advance, 
$15 day of show
        Smooth-
as-bourbon the 
Troubadours of Divine 
Bliss are an American 
duo featuring 
accordion, guitar and 
female harmonies. 
Their music weaves 
in and out of genres—
spirit, roots, gypsy, bluegrass, soul and folk. Band members Renee Ananda and Aim Me Smiley 
met in a Kentucky Pentecostal church as girls, and then later became street performers in New 
Orleans. Since then, they have recorded 7 CDs, garnered several awards, many accolades and 
played venues all across America, Canada and Europe.

Lucky 7 Shows
All of these shows are just $7, and this ticket price includes a special cocktail of the night.
Friday, January 9, 8 pm (doors at 6pm): Sinatra Night with Michael Sonata
        Actor and singer Michael Sonata was born and raised in Canton, Ohio, and went on to earn 
a Business Management Degree from the University of Notre Dame and a Master’s Degree 
in Speech from Kent State University. Throughout his educational life, he stayed involved in 
various aspects of performance by participating in plays, choirs and the University of Notre 
Dame Glee Club, where he traveled extensively throughout the U.S. and Europe.
        After school, Michael pursued acting professionally, working in theaters in Virginia, West 
Virginia, Tennessee and Chicago for about seven years. He eventually came back to the Canton 
area to work in his family’s lumber and construction business. But in 2004, Michael went 
back into the performing arts for a living. He auditioned for a role in a local murder-mystery 
play called “The Contraltos” by Jan H. Kennedy. Being a spoof of the hit HBO series “The 
Sopranos,” it called for a character loosely based on Frank Sinatra.
       Michael’s preparation for that role led him to reinvestigate Sinatra’s music and unique style 
of singing. And with weeks of research, meticulous observation and rehearsal, he came up with 
a very life-like recreation of “Old Blue Eyes” himself. After a suggestion that he should expand 
his repertoire of Sinatra and work up a one-man show to take around to local venues, he spent a 
few more months of intense rehearsal, research and preparation.
       Michael’s resulting Sinatra Tribute refl ects a wide range of moods: the young innocence of 
the Columbia years; his swinging revival of The Capitol years; and the supreme confi dence of 
the Chairman during the Reprise years. His repertoire now includes over 90 songs that Sinatra 
recorded, with more being added all the time. This helps to keep the show fresh and also allows 
him to often take requests from the audience.

Thursday, January 22, 7:30pm (doors at 6pm): The FM Project: Steely Dan Tribute
Put on some “Bad Sneakers” and start “Reelin’ in the Years”!
        Currently boasting nine regular members, the FM Project brings together more than 150 
years of musical experience together to perform some of the most complicated and intricate 
music ever recorded. Focusing on learning entire albums rather than just “the hits,” The 
FM Project is already tackling “Aja and “The Royal Scam,” with the intention of mastering 
“Gaucho” and “Pretzel Logic” in the months to come.
        Band members pictured (left-right): Adam Siegel (drums), Mark Hentosh (trumpet), Brad 
Marinchick (keyboards and vocals), David Wasserstrom (guitar), Joe Rongone (saxophones), 
Tim Smtih (bass), Tache Huston and Melinda Joy Cameron (vocals)
Tickets to the concerts are available to the general public online at www.musicboxcle.com or by 
calling 216-242-1250.
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~ Rick Ray

CRAP!

(Answers on Page 28)

       I’ve got the GOOD news and I’ve got 
the REALLY GOOD news, I’ve got the BAD 
news, and I’ve got the REALLY BAD news 
too! Which do you want fi rst?
       89.0029375309% of you will say 
“Gimmie the BAD news fi rst!”  5.49853125% 
of you will want the REALLY BAD news 
fi rst!  The other 3.49853125% of you 
who want the REALLY GOOD and the 
2.49853125% who want the plain GOOD 
news fi rst, are just plain goofy!  You are 
probably all non-compliant, non-conforming, 
irresponsible, disrespectfully lame, and late, 
always late!  
Hey wait… that’s ME!  Hahaha!
        It’s always a crap shoot when you go 
to ask someone that question, you just never 
know who’s going to take the plunge and save 
the crappy REALLY BAD or just the plain 
BAD news for last, but I have noticed that it’s 
usually the ones you’ve asked a hundred times 
before, and they’ve always asked for the BAD 
news fi rst, but not this time… NOOO they’ve 
got to go and screw with my mind and ask for 
the GOOD news fi rst so they can blame me 
for feeling crappy the rest of the day!
       Ok, to avoid all that, you’re getting part 
of the BAD news fi rst so you’ll feel better 
after you get the GOOD news, and then you’re 
getting the REALLY BAD news then the 
rest of the BAD news so that you’ll be ready 
for the REALLY GOOD news!  Trust me… 
by the time you get to the end of this article 
you’re going to be glad I did it this way!
I’m not kidding either!!  

        The BAD news part one is… 2014 
sucked!!  It sucked-sucked-sucked-sucked! It 
was total CRAP and I’m not kidding either!  
Murphy’s CRAP Law was in full crap force 
during 2014’s crappy existence, everything 
that could turn to CRAP DID turn to CRAP 
and the things that didn’t turn to CRAP have 
been lost in the ass of time and won’t be 
remembered 100 years from now anyways!
       The GOOD news is… 2014 is done and 
you will recover from 2014-2015’s hangover!  
Also it is still acceptable to hang mistletoe on 
New Year’s Eve and fornicate with whomever 
you catch by surprise under it!
       The REALLY BAD news is… New Years 
Eve and New Years Day are just that… an 
eve and a day!  There’s no magic elixir in any 
bottle of champagne or any other alcoholic 
beverage you choose to partake of on New 
Year’s Eve, that’s going to save you from 
taking 2014’s CRAP on into 2015 with you!  
It’s just an eve and a day, another notch on the 
calendar!  
       The BAD news part two is… even though 
it is acceptable to hang mistletoe on New 
Year’s Eve; you will still get in trouble if you 
get drunk and fornicate with someone you 
caught by surprise under it!
       The REALLY GOOD news is… it is 
still acceptable to hang mistletoe on New 
Year’s Eve, to get drunk and to fornicate with 
whoever catches YOU by surprise under it!

~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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Month Unique Visitors # of Visitors Pages Hits

Jan 2014 755 1,530 3,039 23,073

Feb 2014 661 1,236 2,193 17,199

Mar 2014 861 1,435 2,042 20,358

Apr 2014 729 1,151 1,930 21,434

May 2014 817 1,312 2,005 22,723

Jun 2014 789 1,235 1,874 22,421

Jul 2014 896 1,455 2,673 26,834

Aug 2014 967 1,593 2,564 25,820

Sep 2014 826 1,339 2,314 23,202

Oct 2014 892 1,627 3,149 27,733

Nov 2014 779 1,472 2,762 21,264

Dec 2014 681 1,058 1,919 16,995

Total 9,653 16,443 28,824 269,056
Source: Greengeeks.com website statistics
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