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Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete 
with Private Hot Tubs 

& Outdoor Patios

OPEN
ALL 

YEAR!

Three Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!
Appetizers & Full Entree 

Menu
See Back Cover For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661

Sun-Thurs 12-6

Open Noon to past sunset 
Sunday-Thursday 

and Midnight on Fridays 
& Saturdays
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Connect 534 was designed around 
creating and marketing new events 
along State Route 534; The City of 

Geneva, Geneva Township, Geneva-
on-the-Lake, and Harpersfield 

Township. Connect 534 is working 
hard to promote local businesses and 

involve the community in new and 
revitalized events and programs.

Summer Savings Brochure
Connect 534 is hosting a brochure

 full of specials from businesses 
along St. Rt. 534! 

Check our website for more information! 
www.connect534.com
or contact: Sarah Bals

email:Sarah@Connect534.com
(440)466-0019

June 13 & 14
Heritage Weekend
Guided and self-guided heritage tours will 

run throughout the weekend, providing 
visitors with an opportunity to experience 
the real history along State Route 534.

June 14 • 11:00am
Pairings Ohio’s Wine

& Culinary Experience

June 13 & 14

Scheduled tastings on the 
patio. $5.00 per person. 2:00 

& 3:00 The owners of The 
Lakehouse Inn are going to 

do the tastings and talk about 
the "area" and the "strip", the 
development of it, and their 

property. 440-466-8668

Antique Road Tour: Meet 4 of 
the regions best and
most knowledgable
antique dealers
who will share their
expertise on shopping, buying 
and collecting. $20.00 pre-payment 
required.440-361-2222

Pairings hires new Executive Chef Michael Lorah
       Pairings, Ohio’s Wine and Culinary Center, is extremely pleased that Michael H. Lorah 
will be joining the facility as Executive Chef.
      With over fi fteen years of culinary experience, Chef Michael brings a rich background of 
creating delicious signature dishes as well as managing boutique and larger restaurants.
“Needless to say, hiring Chef Michael is the culmination of six years of hard work, and we 
are so glad to see it come to fruition,” said Mark Winchell, president of the Pairings board of 
trustees. “He is extremely talented. We knew almost immediately that he was the one to take 
this new position and grow it.”
        “I am not defi ned by anything right now as this is a new position,” said Chef Michael, 
“which is very exciting. It is a blank slate. We will start with opening for lunch and possibly 
open for dinner a few nights a week in the fall. My goal is to get into the job and start defi ning 
the culinary side of Pairings as well as the wine side is defi ned and well-known now.”
       Part of that will be achieved by sourcing locally and regionally - a concept Chef Michael 
is adamant about. “My goal is to draw from farms for produce and products in the tri-county 
area fi rst and foremost. You will get an experience: pairing delicious cuisine with great Ohio 
wine. When you come to Pairings, you are eating and drinking Ohio,” he added.
       Another short-term goal for Chef Michael, besides expanding the lunch portfolio, is to 
continue to grow the events business and expand the educational programming. “In addition to 
wine tastings and farm-to-table dinners, the facility can be used for meetings, club gatherings, 
special events, birthdays, anniversary parties and weddings,” said Shirley Lehmann, board of 
trustees member and branch manager with Northwest Savings Bank. “Plus we will continue to 
ramp up our educational sector through culinary classes and entrepreneurship opportunities.”
       “I still feel like this is all a dream,” admitted Chef Michael. “I’ve done cooking auditions 
before, but I really enjoyed cooking for the Pairings trustees and crew. It felt right. I am very 
excited about my new role.” For his fi rst week on the job, Chef Michael learned he had to plan 
for a last-minute dinner for fi fty people. But those are the types of challenges he loves. “I am 
used to juggling ten to twelve things at once, so this is all a normal day on the job for me.”
       Chef Michael, who is a northeast Ohio native, has spent much of his time in the Cleveland 
and Willoughby areas, but also in Pennsylvania and Arizona. After being honorably discharged 
from the Marine Reserves, he decided that he wanted to make a profession out of something 
he loved doing - cooking. He graduated with honors from the Pennsylvania Institute of 
Culinary Arts in Pittsburgh and began working as a Sous Chef at the Mayfi eld Country Club. 
There he learned all aspects of restaurant management as well as at his next employment, as 
Executive Chef at the Acacia Country Club. Most recently Chef Michael served as Executive 
Chef at Beach Club Bistro in Euclid. He brings over fi fteen years of progressive culinary 
experience to Pairings.
        With an expanded menu, seasonal wine releases representing vintners across the state, 
educational classes and other fun, unique events, Pairings is your perfect stop on the Gateway 
to Wine Country. See the ad on this page for venue details.

The 5th Annual WOOF, WAG & WINE
An Event to Benefi t the Animals at Lake Humane Society
       Lake Humane Society’s 5th Annual Woof, Wag & Wine will be held at Grand River Cellars 
(5750 S. Madison Road) in Madison, Ohio on Saturday, June 13, 2015 from 1:00-5:00 p.m.  
Guests will enjoy a tour of the beautiful vineyards, a wine tasting provided by Muddy Paw 
wines, a Silent & Chinese Auction full of great prizes donated by local supporters, live music 
by Dan McCoy and Kevin Conaway, canine contest, games and so much more! What makes 
this event even more unique is that guests are welcome to bring their dogs along on this day of 
fun at the winery!  
        Admission to this event is $20 per person and can be paid at the gate. Guests are 
encouraged to bring along a blanket, lawn chairs and/or a canopy to enjoy a relaxed day at the 
winery.  Food is available for purchase and can be enjoyed on the lawn or inside the restaurant. 
$1 from every bottle of wine purchased from Muddy Paw or Grand River Cellars throughout 
the day benefi ts the animals at Lake Humane Society. Food is available for purchase and no 
outside food or beverages are allowed. The fi rst 100 guests will receive a free gift! LHS will 
be bringing along some of their adoptable dogs.  All proceeds benefi t the animals at Lake 
Humane Society.
        Lake Humane Society is a private, non-profi t animal shelter in Lake County, Ohio.  
Lake Humane Society’s mission is to provide a gentle and caring haven for the homeless, 
abandoned, and injured animals of Lake County and persevere in defending and protecting 
animal life through education, integrity, and leadership.

For a complete event itinerary, please check out Lake Humane Society’s website at: 
www.lakehumane.org or call the shelter at (440) 951-6122.
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Thurs. June 11 • 6:30-8:30 
Deers Leap • Harpersfield

Sat. June 13 • 7-10:00 
Willow Lake Camp Ground
Rt. 45 • Bristolville, OH

Sun. June 14 • 2:30-5:30  
Winery at Spring Hill • Geneva

Fri. June 19 • 7-10:00
Halliday Winery
Lake Milton, OH

Sat. June 20 • 8-10:00
Goddess Wine House
Saybrook, OH

TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com

••••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

COME
DANCE!

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

Red Hawk Grill, Concord
  

Goddess Winery, Saybrook  

Some animals exhibited in pens5/15



June 10 - 24, 2015 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 5

By Don Perry

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

or
www.facevaluemusic.com

Sat. June 13th • 7-10 pm
Laurello
Vineyards
with Special Guest,

Matt Schenk

 

Sat. June 20th • 6-9:30 pm

Ferrante
Winery

Bria Skonberg Quartet returns to Nighttown on Thursday, June 18th at 8 pm. 
        If Louis Armstrong and Doris Day could somehow be the same person, they’d be Bria Skonberg. -  Wall 
Street Journal.
       Exciting new vocalist/trumpeter, Bria Skonberg, brings her group back to 

Cleveland’s premier Jazz Showplace, featuring: Dalton Ridenhour-piano, Sean 
Cronin-bass, & Darrian Douglas-drums.

       Hailing from Chilliwack, British Columbia and now living in New York City, award winning trumpeter / 
vocalist / composer Bria Skonberg is “poised to be one of the most versatile and imposing musicians of her 
generation.”- Wall Street Journal.  

       In 2013 she earned a Jazz Journalists’ Association nomination for “Up and Coming Jazz Artist of The Year” 
and is included in DownBeat Magazine’s Rising Star Critics’ Poll for 2013/2014. She has recently been 
honored with a New York Bistro Award for “Outstanding Jazz Artist” and swept the 2014 Hot House Jazz 
Magazine Awards in All categories nominated: Best Jazz Artist, Best Trumpet, Best Female Vocalist and 
Best Group for the Bria Skonberg Quartet.  

       Her fi rst professional gig was as a big band singer at age sixteen, doubling on trumpet and she has since 
performed as a bandleader and guest artist at over 50 jazz festivals in North America, Europe, China and 
Japan. Since moving to New York in 2010, she has headlined at Symphony Space, Birdland, The Iridium, 
Dizzy’s and Cafe Carlyle.

        In 2014 she released her sophomore album, “Into Your Own” (Random Act Records). Her debut US 
release, “So Is The Day”, peaked at #7 on the Jazz Radio Charts. She currently tours the world, headlining 
major clubs and festivals as well as programming music education workshops for all ages. Skonberg  has 

volunteered at the Louis Armstrong House Museum in Queens, is Co-Founder and Co-Producer of the New York Hot Jazz Festival and a founding 
Director of the New York Hot Jazz Camp set to launch in 2016.
        Bria is best known for her knowledge of classic jazz and instigative nature; she is currently in the process of creating an adventurous musical 
style combining the infl uences of New Orleans Jazz and blues, world percussion, soul, and cabaret.  She is being awarded the Jazz at Lincoln 
Center 2nd annual “Swing Award” early this month and will be headlining at the Newport Jazz Festival this summer.
       Bria Skonberg is a very hot item right now, capturing attention around the globe.  For a glimpse of things to come, visit www.
nighttowncleveland for ticket information.

Red Light Roxy to headline the Wine 
Jazz & Art Fest at “The Landing” Festival 
Marketplace!!! 
          Don’t miss Geneva-on-the-Lake’s creative new event, 
the Wine Jazz & Art Fest, on Saturday June 20th!   Admission 
is absolutely free, the artwork is sure to be breathtaking, wine 
tastings will be available from several area wineries and the 
Jazz will be provided by Red Light Roxy, an amazing line-up of 
some of the fi nest jazz artists in Cleveland!  Featuring: Eileen 
Burns (vocals), Dave Sterner (saxophone), Demetrius Steinmetz 
(bass), Joe Hunter (piano), Daris Adkins (guitar) and Glenn Davis 
(drums).

       Live entertainment begins at Noon on The Old Firehouse 
Winery Stage, with The Don Perry Duo, featuring Al Bonnis on 
guitar.  Red Light Roxy will perform from 4 pm. until the closing of the event, at 8 pm.  
       Whether you’re a jazz enthusiast, wine enthusiast, art enthusiast, or an enthusiasm enthusiast, do yourself a HUGE favor and catch Red Light 
Roxy, playing from 4 – 8 pm. at the Wine Jazz & Art Fest, at The Landing, in GOTL on Saturday, June 20th .   Admission is FREE and the Jazz 
will be AMAZING! 

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

BESIDE OLD FIREHOUSE WINERY

Sat. June 20th
Noon-3 pm

DON PERRY

      with
AL BONNIS
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DEER’S LEAP WINERY

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

6/12 Lyra
6/13 Incahootz
6/14 Spoon 2 Soon
6/18 Lyra
6/19 Tom Todd
6/20 11th Hour Blues Band
6/21 Jay Habbat
6/25 Take II
6/26  Johnathan Browning
6/27 Brick House Blues Band
6/28 Those Guys

Sunday BBQ
is Back! $5.99 and up

Spring Specials at the Winery!

MONDAY: $5 off Any 2nd Entree
TUESDAY: Buy Any Burger or
             Sandwich, Get one 1/2 Off
WEDNESDAY: Wing Night
       Buy 1 lb. Wings, Get 1 lb. Free!
THURSDAY: Chicken Parm or
  Spaghetti & Meatballs $7.99
FRIDAY: AUCE Fish Fry
         Cole Slaw & French Fries $7.99
SATURDAY: Prime Rib Night $14.99
SUNDAY: BBQ $5.99 

’S EEEEAAAAAAPPPPPP NIN

SSSSttenn

Sunda
Live Bands
Fri & Sat. 

Buccia
 Vineyard

www.bucciavineyard.com

Winery, Bed & Breakfast

Open10am-6pm Mon-Thurs
later on Friday & Saturday • Closed Sunday

518 Gore Rd. • Conneaut
440-593-5976

Taking
reservations

for
Summer

B&B
Hot Tub
Rooms!

THE PATIO IS
NOW OPEN!

Spring
   is Here!

Tom Todd
Fri. June 13 

Open Mic with Ed Dana

 Take II
Sat, June 20 

Open Mic with Ed Dana

Fri
Saturday

Come enjoy the music
and see our

New Outside Patio!

(440) 964-9993

Entertainment Every Saturday!

Ferrante Winery wins “Best White” and 
ties for Red
Ohio Wine Competition Summary
        Southwest and west-central Ohio wineries turned in a strong showing 
in the 2015 Ohio Wine Competition, sweeping the top “best-of-show” award 
and several other key categories.

        The results were released this morning by the Ohio Department of Ag-
riculture’s Ohio Grape Industries Committee, which sponsors the competi-
tion each year to spotlight the best wines produced in the Buckeye State. 
Judging for the 2015 Ohio Wine Competition was held a couple weeks ago 
at Kent State University’s Ashtabula branch.

      Vinoklet Winery, in Colerain Twp. in northwest Hamilton County, 
captured the overall top designation of “Best of Show” for its 2013 
“Brother Joe” red blend. The Valley Vineyards 2013 Syrah, estate-
grown from Warren County near Morrow, tied for “best red,” while 
Brandeberry Winery in southern Clark County earned “Best Fruit 
Wine” for its “Black Dog,” a blend of red raspberry wine and Cayuga 
white grape wine. And The Winery at Versailles in Darke County won 
“best sparkling wine” for its “Stampede,” a sparkling red wine.

       Ferrante Winery in the Grand River Valley snagged two awards: 
“Best white” for its 2013 Ferrante American Riesling, and a tie with the 
Valley Vineyards syrah for “best red” for its 2013 Ferrante Cabernet 
Franc. The two red wines were elevated to co-champions in the “best 
red” category after the Vinoklet red blend captured “best of show.”

       Matus winery in Lorain County in northern Ohio won “best blush/
rose” for its pink Catawba, and Gervasi Vineyards in North Canton 
captured “best dessert wine” for its “Sognata” Vidal Blanc Ice Wine.

        The eight-person judging panel did not know the identity of the wines when the judging 
took place. All wines are tasted and evaluated blind, with judges unaware of the price and the 
identity of the producer or brand.

       The 2013 Vinoklet Brother Joe received overwhelming support during the “best of show” 
judging. Vinoklet founder Kreso Mukulic, an 81-year-old native of Croatia who launched 
Vinoklet 34 years ago, said the wine blends 25 percent of his six-acre vineyard of estate-grown 
chambourcin, a French hybrid red grape, with cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc and merlot 
sourced from California. The wine is burnished by 15 months in French and American oak prior 
to bottling.
 
       Ohio is the 7th largest wine producing state in the country, with an annual production of 1.2 
million gallons, or more than a half-million cases, of wine. More than half of the state’s wine-
grape acreage is in the northeastern quadrant of the state.



June 10 - 24, 2015 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 7

Noon-8pm!

www.theoldmillwinery.com

Geneva
440.466.5560 Kitchen HoursWinery Hours

Mon-Thurs: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Fri & Sat: 7-11 Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30

ENTERTAINMENT

Hosted by SUSIE HAGAN

DECK
NOW

OPEN!

Mon-Thur: 4-8pm
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

Join Us for Father’s Day
Sunday, June 21st!

Gift

NOT NEEDED

A GOOD IDEA.

June's Beer of the Month:
Heineken & Heineken Lite  $2.50

Pizza of the Month:
Hawiian Pizza $8.49

Burger of the Month
Black & Blue Burger $10.99

Now Open 7-days-a-week! 
Open at Noon on Fridays!

 

Hours:  
Wed, & Thurs 12-6pm 

Fri 12-10pm  
Sat & Sun 12-9pm 

 

636 Route 534 South 
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041 

440-361-4573 

www.kosicekvineyards.com 
 

See our ad in the Winery Guide on 
Page 2 for our  

Entertainment Schedule 

Winter hours
Thursday 12-6, Friday 12-10,
Saturday 12-9, Sunday 12-7
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By Cat Lilly

Bill Miller  “Mr. 
Stress”
January 1, 1943 – May 19, 2015

       Cleveland has lost a true music 
icon. Bill “Mr. Stress” Miller 

passed away peacefully 
at his Musicians Tower 
apartment in Cleveland 
Heights on May 19th. The 

music community grieves 
the loss of a legend and 
a memorial was held for 
the blues harmonica player/vocalist at the Euclid 
Tavern and Happy Dog Saloon on Tuesday, June 
2nd. 
          Mr. Stress played with the likes of 
Steppenwolf, the MC5, the James Gang, and 
Chrissie Hynde, who even dropped his name on her 
1980 Pretenders debut album in her song, “Precious”.  
But he will always be remembered for blowing his 
harp and wailing the blues at the old Euclid Tavern in 
University Circle, and it was only fi tting that his fans 
and friends celebrated his life there.  
          The event featured area musicians paying tribute 
to Miller, who played in the Cleveland music scene for 
almost fi fty years. There was a time — the ’70s, ’80s 
— when Stress could be found playing with his band 
at the “Euc” every week without fail. Starting his 

career in the ’60s and going strong well into the ’90s, 
Mr. Stress could be heard at dozens of other venues 
around town as well. His was probably the name most 
people associated with local blues, right after the late 
Robert Lockwood Jr.

          The event was 
attended by hundreds of 
people and the memorial 
was packed all night. 
Miller had said that he 
wanted a New Orleans 
style funeral with a full 
brass band and he pretty 
much got his wish. A 
full line-up of Cleveland’s best blues musicians 
performed, starting off with the Bad Boys of Blues, 
featuring special guests Dave Morrison, Becky Boyd, 

and Wallace Coleman. Dat’ Brass Band followed up with “Just A Closer Walk With Thee” and 
“Didn’t He Ramble”. Eulogies were given by good friend Colin Dussault, who organized the 
whole event, Alex Bevan, Kendall Stauffer, and Ken Ruscitto. 
          Alex Bevan met Stress in1967 at the Well coffeehouse in East Cleveland. “He turned my 
little suburban ass into a lover of the groove,” says Alex. The death of his friend inspired him 
to pen a tune about Stress, whose favorite harp player was Paul Butterfi eld. The lyrics really 
capture that era of the seventies and early eighties when Mr. Stress was really in his heyday:   

Who’s that standing on the corner
Wearing Paul Butterfi eld’s shoes
Looking all around for Sonnyboy
Hot on the trail of the blues
The neon lights just sizzle
It’s drizzling outside the Euc.
The band’s setting up...  getting ready to play
And bartender turns up the juke
The cigarette smoke’s heavy
The young girls wear their best
It’s a blue jean crowd... Cleveland Proud
Sayin’ Yes, yes yes... Mr. Stress!
          
      After the eulogies Colin Dussault’s Blues Project 
performed with guest vocalist Mary Martin, and the 
rest of the evening was an all-out jam with members 
of the “Mr. Stress Bkues Band Alumni & Friends”. A 
granite monument and urn were onstage, along with 
Stress’ signature blue jacket, a hat, and a blues harp, 
for the entire evening. It was a fi tting tribute and great 
send-off for a legendary Clevelander.    
Legacy
         Bill Miller’s fi rst time in the public eye was on 
the day he was born - January 1, 1943. Born only one 
second into the New Year, he had his picture on the 
front page of the Plain Dealer. His parents divorced 
when Bill was only 2 years old. He had an interesting, 
if not idyllic, childhood, spending  part of it at the 
Catholic Children’s Home in Parma.
          Miller got his introduction to the blues by 
growing up in an integrated neighborhood (East 30th and Central) in the 50’s. He could hear 
music on his neighbor’s record players and sometimes late at night he could tune in a blues-
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~Continued on Page 10

playing radio station from the South, WLAC. His father played a gypsy style violin in his own 
6-piece band and tried to get Bill to follow suit. But the violin was not for him. It was 1962 when 
Miller walked down Prospect Avenue and spotted the Jack Epstein Music Store. He walked in a 
frustrated clarinet player and walked out with his fi rst harmonica.
          Miller worked as a mechanic, a TV repairman, and a security guard, among other 
professions, but only music really mattered to him. The fi rst Mr. Stress Band was formed 
in 1966. They got their name from Miller’s fi rst wife, who was a nurse. “Mr. Stress” is the 
psychiatric code for “out of control and needs to be subdued”. (His fi rst marriage in 1970 lasted 
through “10 years of mayhem”. He joked that he was grateful that his wife chose to divorce him, 
rather than what he calls the more obvious choice of killing him.)
          A major resurgence of interest in the blues began in the late 60s, inspired by groups like the 
Paul Butterfi eld Blues Band. Miller was a forerunner of the blues revival in Cleveland. He joined 
his fi rst band, the River Rats, in 1965, and went on to front the Mr. Stress Blues Band, providing 
lead vocals, some mighty fi ne harmonica, and his own brand of stand-up comedy between songs. 
The era was ripe for a group like this, and the slightly seedy Euclid Tavern neighborhood bar 
was the perfect spot. Stress always said it offered a little bit of everything. “Some illegal, some 
people would call immoral, but it was the tail end of the sixties and hey – things were different!”    
          
          By 1968 the band was traveling to Detroit, where they opened for Cream, Steppenwolf and 
3 Dog Night. Then a big disappointment came when he had a verbal commitment to open for The 
Doors in Cleveland, Cincinnati and Detroit. Unfortunately, Jim Morrison was arrested in Miami 
for lewd behavior on stage. Cleveland and Cincinnati cancelled their concerts and the promoter 
no longer needed the Mr. Stress Blues Band.
          Stress was even offered a recording contract with Capital Records in 1969, but did not 
accept it. Most record label sin the 60’s considered The Blues to be “NCP” or “No Commercial 
Potential”. His friend Colin Dussault quipped:”He should have been a national hero; he had a 
record deal and he refused to sign it because he actually READ it!”
          Mr. Stress recorded his fi rst CD Live at the Euclid Tavern in 1980, and packed the bar 
every Wednesday and Saturday night throughout the decade. He became a local legend, and 
the list of over 100 area musicians who have played with him reads like a “who’s who” list of 
Cleveland talent. He always admitted he could have possibly gone farther with his music if he 
had gone to Chicago, but “I like it here and …I like to be where I know people.”   
                  
           Mr. Stress was the Paul Butterfi eld of Cleveland—a white bluesman who sang and played 
harmonica and led his band with an unerring sense of what made the blues so entertaining and 
sustaining to live music lovers. He was always comfortable on stage with a cohort of diverse 
sidemen, young and old, black and white, tattooed players and professorial piano players. He had 
utmost respect for the blues genre and was the real deal.  
Stress Trivia
          Stress was a big reader, a history buff who avidly consumed books, including many on the 
Vietnam War and military history. He read nearly every written word on the history of the 20th 
century. He was a student of military history and an expert on the American Civil War. As a child 
his radio was always on, and he remembers hearing in 1949 that Chang Ki Chek had been run 
out of China, and he heard news of the Korean War. Even at that young age he was captivated by 
this sort of information. He was also passionate about fi lm noir and crime novels.
            Stress enjoyed bantering with his bandmates. He could be cantankerous but had a wicked 
sense of humor that he never lost. He also had a sentimental side, which he rarely showed, but it 
was there. He had fond memories of growing up in Cleveland – he remembered things like the 
livery stables on Woodland Avenue, and St. Joseph’s Church on 23rd. And these things made him 
smile.  
Outro
           Miller had been in poor health for the last decade and a half. In 1994, at age 51, he had 
suffered a heart attack, ironically just a few weeks after the release of his third album, Killer 
Stress. He was legally blind due to macular degeneration. He was facing an eviction notice, and 
was nearly destitute. His plight touched local blues band leader Colin Dussault. The two were 
friends and when Dussault heard about Stress having a stroke while doing a radio interview in 
2014, he stepped up to the plate to help out. 
          Stress had taken a break from packing his belongings to Skype with friends from a local 
radio station. During the interview they noticed he was slurring his words and not making 
much sense. They called 911 and paramedics discovered that he had suffered a stroke. When 

6827 Lake Road West • Geneva • 440-466-9127
2-1/2 miles west of Rt. 534 and Geneva State Park

Corner of County Line Rd. and Lake Road West.

Beach Bar & Grill!
 Best place to watch

the sunset on the Lake.
Book us for your Special Event!

Friday 4:00 - 12:00
Saturday 2:00 - 12:00
Sunday 1:00 - 9:00

Fri, June 12 ......... Night Wolf ............................................. 8:00
Sat, June 13 ......... Celtic Union .......................................... 8:00
Sun, June 14 ......... Dan Holt Blues ....................................... 5:00
Fri, June 19 ......... Lyra ......................................................... 8:00
Sat, June 20 ......... The Wowzers .......................................... 8:00
Sun, June 21......... Randall Coumos .................................... 5:00
Fri, June 26 ......... Spoon Too Soon .................................... 8:00
Sat, June 27......... The Porch Rockers ................................. 8:00
Sun, June 28......... Bob Turner ............................................. 5:00

LAKE
ERIE

PERCH!
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GRAND RIVER
MANOROPEN

DAILY
INCLUDING
HOLIDAYS!

1153 Mechanicsville Rd.

www.grandrivermanor.com
ATM

NETWORK Mastercard
®

®VISA

Watch NASCAR & CAVS & INDIANS
on Our Big Screens!

Tuesday Wing Night
40¢JUMBO Wings & 45¢ BONELESS Wings

Open Mic with Jimmy & Friends 6:30

A
LL

 R
O

AD

S & TRAILS LEAD TO THE  

FOOD & DRINK
SPECIALS!

Queen of Hearts Drawing - Fridays at 8pm.  100% Winnings if Present!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

Sat. July 4

Sat. June 20

Dussault tracked down Miller in the hospital four days later, he was presented with this litany 
of problems. He found out that Miller’s apartment complex was planning to throw Miller’s 
possessions out on the curb. Then the moving company used by social workers refused to move 
Miller’s possessions because his old apartment was not packed and the new apartment found 
for him wouldn’t let him in because he was still offi cially not moved out of the old apartment. 
Additionally, important identifi cation information Miller needed to rent a new apartment was 
stolen or packed. So the hospitalized harp man had nowhere to go.                    
          Dussault sprang into action, calling in a social worker and starting to methodically 
work through the list of Miller’s needs. Fortunately, Dussault and his father own Dussault 
Moving & Storage, so they dealt with the evicting apartment manager who did not want to let 
the movers into the building to gather Miller’s worldly possessions. They got his stuff packed, 
moved and stored. 
          As more of Miller’s friends heard about his situation, checks began arriving, a token 
of appreciation for all the years of pleasure the musician had provided to listeners. Dussault 
opened a Stress Relief Fund bank account to make sure the money was accounted for and went 
straight to Miller. But he was aware that many area musicians wanted to do something special 
for this local icon. He hatched the idea of doing a CD.
          “I was going to do one disc,” he says. “I put word out on Facebook, and before you 
know it I had four discs’ worth of material.” That package is still available, from Dussault’s 
website, and it’s a real feast for local music lovers. Michael Stanley provided an unreleased 
song. Lockwood’s widow gave permission to use one of his tunes. Area blues fi xtures like the 
Alan Greene Band, Wallace Coleman, Crazy Marvin, Travis Moonchild Haddix, the Bad Boys 
of Blues, Frankie Starr, and Becky Boyd, and younger blues players like Kristine Jackson and 
Austin “Walking Cane” Charanghat, all contributed tracks for their colleague.
          But musicians from the pop, rock, reggae, folk, Celtic and roots music scenes stepped 
up as well: Alex Bevan, Carlos Jones & the P.L.U.S. Band, I-Tal, Denny Carlton, Rich Spina, 
Bob Gatewood, Brigid’s Cross, Cats on Holiday, Moko Bovo, Alan Leatherwood, Easy Street,  
the Numbers Band, Hillbilly Idol, and the Ernie Krivda/Kenny Davis Jazz Quintet, just to name 
a few. A fi tting tribute to a man who brought so much joy to others and had fallen on hard times.

          So many musicians stepped up and the money raised for the “Mr. Stress Relief Project” 
helped get Miller back on his feet. He was in a decent apartment and his health problems were 
being addressed. He called himself “semi-retired” and came out to perform a number with Colin 
Dussault’s Blues Project on New Year’s Eve. He lived to see his idol, Paul Butterfi eld, inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and he was looking forward to the day they would fi nd a 
cure for macular degeneration.    
 
          In recent years Mr. Stress admitted to being “saddened by the fact that I am not a deeply 
spiritual person. Cynicism is almost a religion for me.” He added, “Life is not a baseball game. 
You’re not guaranteed 27 ‘at bats.’ The clock is running and when it runs out - it runs out.” 
Spoken like a true bluesman. He will be sadly missed for years to come. 

2015 Lakefront
Summer Concert Series

Geneva Township Park
Geneva-on-the-Lake

Sponsored by the Geneva-on-the-Lake Visitors Bureau
www.VisitGenevaontheLake.com • 440-466-8600

FREE

Concerts

Every Tuesday

at 7pm

(Donations accepted by

passing of donation can)

June 16.......Northeasterly Winds, Summer Sounds
June 23......Lyra, Classic Rock ‘N Roll
June 30......Blues Project 2015, Blues & Swing 
July 7..........The Lost Sheep Band, Classic Rock
July 14.......The Magic Buttons, Polka, Swing & Rock
July 21........Cadillac Lilly, The Little Big Band
  Easy Listening Blues & Pop
July 28........The Erie Heights Brass Ensemble, Swing
Aug. 4...........The Madison Band, Big Band Sounds
Aug.  11........Larry, Daryl, Daryl & Sheryl, Rock ’N Roll
Aug. 18.........Linda Fundis, Show Tunes & Country

Earn a 

at 3
GOTL Strip
Crawls!

1. The Lake Erie
  Monster Crawl
  Memorial Day
  thru Labor Day
2. Thunder on
    the Strip
    Thunder Week
3. Halloween 2015
   Monster Crawl
   September &
   October
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Blue Sky Folk Festival returns to Blue Sky Folk Festival returns to 

Kirtland on June 20Kirtland on June 20

       Folk musicians and the music-loving public will return to the Blue Sky Folk Festival in 
Kirtland for the festival’s fi fth year, on Saturday, June 20, 2015, from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
      This all-day, family-friendly music festival celebrates folk music – both its roots as the 
“music of the people,” and contemporary original music by folk musicians here and now. www.
blueskyfolkfest.com 

On the main stage, indoors in air-conditioned 
comfort, experience:
Award-winning bluegrass music from the 
Pennsylvania band Border Ride 
Passionate country music by Rebekah Jean 
Foot-stompin’ old time music from SpYder 
Stompers & Sugar Pie 

Much more – see our lineup at www.blueskyfolkfest.
com/schedule.php, including all-day emcee Matt 
Watroba, who elevates our festival with his level of 
historical knowledge and sheer appreciation of folk 
music. 

      Outside, professional and amateur folk 
musicians will jam together all day to the wonderful 
aroma of barbeque and fair food. Jamming isn’t just 
for the jammers, by the way – it’s just as much fun 
to sit and watch.
       And while blue skies may not be guaranteed, 
fun certainly is – just ask anyone who was there 
last year, when Blue Sky had to move the jamming 

inside to escape cold and – excuse the expression – gray skies.
      General admission is $10, online $8, 12 and under free. Jammers bringing their 
instruments get $3 off festival admission, both presale and at the gate. Reserve tickets at www.
blueskyfolkfest.com. 
      Master and amateur classes in clogging, guitar maintenance, songwriting, bluegrass banjo 
and other workshops are included in the price of admission. In addition to the jamming going on 
all day, there will be a bluegrass jam and an old-time jam involving featured performers Border 
Ride.
      Creative children’s activities are planned for all day. There’s a playground too. This festival 
is for music lovers of any tune – to listen, dance, play or just enjoy.
      The Blue Sky Folk Festival is organized by the North East Ohio Musical Heritage 
Association. Their mission is to provide venues and opportunities for the performance, 
sustenance and preservation of folk music in Northeast Ohio through the creation of inspiring 
experiences that stimulate a personal love and appreciation of folk music.
      See you at the Blue Sky Folk Festival on Saturday, June 20, 2015 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the 
grounds of East Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 10848 Chillicothe Road, Kirtland OH 44094.
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By Pete Roche

The Purple Album 
Whitesnake does Coverdale’s best Deep Purple tunes
        He’s got one of the most recognizable voices in rock, having lit up the 
charts in the ‘80s with arena anthems (“Here I Go Again,” Still of the Night”) 
and Bic lighter-worthy power ballads (“Is This Love?” “Now You’re Gone”).  
He’s collaborated with some of the most renowned guitarists of our time—
including Jimmy Page, Steve Vai, and Adrian Vandenberg—and continues 
surrounding himself with only the best guns in the business. 
        He’s issued a few solo albums, but is known primarily for the music he 
made while fronting his swaggering hard rock ensemble, Whitesnake.
       But long before David Coverdale was a “Fool for Your Loving” or spent 
time “Cryin’ in the Rain” he belted blues-metal with those British bad boys in 
Deep Purple.  
       Coverdale’s previous band, The Government, had impressed the “Smoke on the Water” 
troupe when opening for them in the late ‘60s.  So when singer Ian Gillan stepped away in ’73, 
guitarist Ritchie Blackmore tapped 22-year old David to handle Purple’s vocals.  The resulting 
albums (Burn, Stormbringer, and Come Taste the Band) not only kept DP from folding, but 
helped the “Hush” hooligans evolve in an era dominated by AOR stadium rock.  
       Coverdale even kept the ball in play after Blackmore absconded to form Rainbow with 
Ronnie James Dio.  It wasn’t until ’77 that he cut his fi rst bona fi de solo LP, White Snake.  
Morphing that serpentine title into a sexually provocative band moniker in ’78, Coverdale was 
“Ready an’ Willin’” for the ‘80s, wailing in his very own group (which for a time included 
Purple alums Jon Lord and Ian Paice).  1984’s cheeky “Slide It In” and “Slow and Easy” saw 
the band cracking the charts.  Then 1987’s eponymous Whitesnake—containing new-and-
improved versions of “Here I Go Again” and “Crying in the Rain”—thrust Coverdale and 
company to the top of the MTV hair metal heap.
         Now, for Whitesnake’s twelfth studio effort, Coverdale is ready to come full circle.
Whitesnake’s had a “silver” album with 2006’s Best Of: The Silver Anniversary Collection 
and a “gold” disc in 2006’s Defi nitive Collection.  But unlike The Beatles’ “white” album or 
Metallica’s “black” disc, however, Whitesnake’s The Purple Album doesn’t get its name from 
the color on its sleeve.  

       Rather, Purple (out now on the Frontiers label) is 
Coverdale redoing his best Deep Purple tunes (circa ’73-
’75) with the latest iteration of Whitesnake.
A bastardization of Blackmore?  Blasphemy upon 
Tommy Bolin?  Hardly.  
       On the contrary, Purple is an homage to Coverdale’s 
Purple peers—and one heckuva pile-driving rock ‘n’ 
roll party that fi nds the seemingly rejuvenated singer 
tracking some of his best vocals ever—all atop muscular 
measures laid down by longtime drummer Tommy 
Aldridge (Pat Travers, Ted Nugent) and quicksilver 
guitarists Reb Beach (Winger, Dokken) and Joel 
Hoekstra (TSO, Foreigner), bassist Michael Devin, and 
keyboardist Michele Luppi.
       While we weren’t exactly shocked by Purple’s 

violet vivaciousness (we’d never question the talent in 
this particular lineup), we were pleasantly surprised by 
how downright aggressive it is.  Where most bands are 
content to milk their legacies touring out hits behind 
lackluster new albums, the boys in Whitesnake 
2015 sound like they’re having the time of their 
lives.  The arrangements here are long (most exceed 
fi ve minutes), adventurous, and acrobatic—with 
Coverdale belting over the Beach’s and Hoekstra’s 
wicked-fast stunt guitars and Aldridge’s and Devin’s 
primal rhythms—and yet none of it feels forced or 
nostalgic by design.  
You can hear the fun these guys were having.  
       Of course, it helps that Purple is in essence 
a “hits” project, given that Coverdale cherry-
picked only the best of his best with the Purple 
posse to rework, retrofi tting rhythms that were 
already reliable to begin with and recreating 
guitar parts that were pyrotechnically profi cient 

even when committed to wax forty-plus years ago.  The result 
is a welcome, lovingly-crafted, enthusiastic tribute by technically skilled musical 

alchemists that provides maximum bang for your digital dollar:  Purple could be your summer 
soundtrack.        
       “Burn” reimagines the persuasive powers of a “woman who is damned,” a femme fatale 
whose fi ery touch crackles likes the song’s bristling guitar solos.  Coverdale’s lead is remarkably 
clear and strong—and bolstered by slick background harmonies—and Aldridge’s thundering 
percussion is as crisp as ever.
       “You Fool No One” commences with a wailin’ harmonica intro before diving into a gritty 
groove with staccato guitars, middle-Eastern fi lls, and a dramatic key change.  “Love Child” 
borrows Led Zeppelin bravado for a fl irtatious R&B romp. Stormbringer epic “The Gypsy” pits 
Devin’s warbly bass and Aldridge’s whiplash-inducing drums against majestic guitar melodies 
(and a wah-wah drenched solo).  
       “Sail Away” is the fi rst of two acoustic-themed tunes, an easygoing nautical ballad 
with exquisite vocal harmonies wherein Coverdale’s sea-smart narrator invites emotionally 
shipwrecked souls to fi ll their sails.  The other “unplugged” elegy—the exotic “Holy Man”—
paints musical portraits of pilgrims and peasants, with “Italian Stallion” keyboard guru Luppi 
channeling Jon Lord on organ.
       “Lady Double Dealer” keeps pulses racing with its speed-racer riff.  “Mistreated” is a 
raunchy slow grind steeped in blues swagger.  “Might Just Take Your Life” builds upon a 
swampy slide guitar, gradually introducing the distorted electric instruments as Coverdale 
contemplates the metaphorical “mud” on his hands.  “You Keep Moving On” is restrained and 
moody—and spotlights Luppi’s lush keys.
“Soldier of Fortune” casts Coverdale as a one-man army of love who—now in his middle 
years—refl ects upon his battles: “I have often told you stories about the way I lived the life 
of a drifter,” croons Coverdale, in an autobiographical nod to his rock ‘n’ roll past. “I see I’m 
growing older and all the songs I’ve sung echo in the distance, like the sound of a windmill goin’ 
‘round.”
        Beach and Hoekstra let loose on “Lay Down, Stay Down,” their buzzing guitars strafi ng the 
brutal wall of rhythm with rapid-fi re notes.  “Stormbringer” is a fi ttingly greasy, grimy album-
capping romp wherein Coverdale’s elemental voice (and Whitesnake’s music in general)—are 
analogized as forces of nature.
It’s a sure bet David and his disciples will perform plenty of Purple paeans when Whitesnake 
slithers into the Hard Rock in Northfi eld Park on July 5th (tickets at the link below).  But we’re 
guessing Coverdale won’t let fans escape without biting into those ‘80s hits, too.
Slide it in!   
Whitesnake, The Answer.  Sunday, July 5, 2015 at Hard Rock Rocksino Northfi eld Park 
(10777 Northfi eld Road, Northfi eld OH 44067).  Tickets $42.50-$175.00.  Show at 7:30pm (21 
and over).
 

By Pete RocheB
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5504 Lake Road On the Strip Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio (440) 466-7990 

OPEN DAILY 7am-2:30am
Open at 7am for Breakfast and cooking until 11:30pm, fryer

available till 1am. Most items available for take-out, too!

www.HighTideTavern.com
Facebook & BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com

DJ/VJ/KARAOKE EVERY FRI. & SAT. 8 PM-2 AM

Photo-of-the-Month Contest
Submit photos from High Tide or High Tide Events.

Monthly winner gets a gift certificate for A DOZEN WINGS!
Drop off a memory stick, cd, most camera memory cards or email to BettysBar@HighTideTavern.com!

ALL PHOTOS
GO ON OUR

WEBSITE!

4th of July Weekend!

Happy Hour Mon-Thurs. 1pm-7pm
$1.50 Domestic Bottles & Well Shots (Holidays Excluded)

Our MAY photo winner is TRACY PRINGLE
SEND US AN EMAIL TO RECEIVE OUR MAILINGS!

FEATURING
DAILY 

SPECIALS

Join us

July 2 July 3  TWO ACES 8-11pm   
July 4 July 5  LYLE HEATH One Man Band 2-5pm

 DJ/VJ/Karaoke starts immediately afterwards till 2am ALL WEEKEND!.

June 19th
DJ/VJ/Karaoke starts immediately afterwards till 2am.

Since 1927

Geneva-on-the-Lake Golf Course

Tuesday $15.00 for
18 holes with a Cart!

Next to
Geneva-on-the-Lake Strip.

(440) 466-8797

Outdoor
Flea Market 

& Craft Show 
RAIN OR SHINE

Every Saturday
9am to 5pm. 
May 23 thru

Sept. 5
Geneva-on-the-Lake

Recreational Park
5536 Lake Rd.

Geneva-on-the-Lake 
Sponsored by the 

G.O.T.L. Visitors Bureau
Call for vendor space

440.466.8600
www.visitgenevaonthelake.com 

Firehouse Winery Receives Medals 
Firehouse is proud to announce the honor of receiving the 
following medals from the Annual “Ohio Wine Competition”.   
Silver Medals:
Refl ections of Lake Erie
Lighthouse Niagara
Pink Catawba
Lake Effect
They are exceptionally pleased that the newest addition to their 
wine list, “Lake Effect”, picked up a medal on its fi rst outing.
Bronze:
Firehouse Red
Firehouse Winery credits and applauds winemaker Drew Raymond and his dedicated crew who 
makes the “magic in the bottle” happen.

The Ashtabula Arts Center Prepares for the 2015 Straw Hat Theatre 
Summer Season!
       The 2015 Straw Hat Theatre season opens on June 12 and runs throughout the summer. The 

Ashtabula Arts Center’s Straw Hat Theatre is held outdoors, rain or shine, on the arts center’s 
grounds where shows are performed in a tented pavilion that protects both the stage and the 
audience from any inclement weather.  This year, three huge audience favorites are scheduled.
       For the season opener you’ll be right in style when you pull on your cowboy boots and grab 
your straw hat on your way out the door.  Set in Western Indian territory just after the turn of 
the century, the high-spirited rivalry between local farmers and cowboys provides the colorful 
background against which Curly, a handsome cowboy, and Laurey, a winsome farm girl, play 
out their love story in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s triumphant Oklahoma! Ashtabula Arts 
Center’s Kimberly Godfrey directs and show dates are June 12-14, 18-21, & 25-27. 
       A global phenomenon that has wowed audiences for over 40 years, Jesus Christ Superstar 
is the 1970’s rock opera by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice that is loosely based on the 
gospel’s account of the last week of Jesus’ life. A timeless classic, this universally-known tale is 
shown from an unusual point of view—events are viewed through the eyes of Judas.
Directed by Rachel Meyer, performances dates are July 10-12, 16-19, & 23-25.
       The fi nal show of the season, Oliver! by Lionel Bart, brings to life Charles Dickens’s vivid 
characters including the Artful Dodger, Fagin, and of course, the young orphan Oliver.  Oliver’s 
quest to fi nd a home and family takes us on a heart-wrenching and heart-warming musical 
journey that features such iconic songs as “Consider Yourself,” “You’ve Got to Pick a Pocket or 
Two,” and “As Long As He Needs Me.” 
Brook Hall directs and performance dates are July 31-August 2, 6-9, & 13-15.
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Rated #1 with
Northcoast Women!

Take advantage of great Spring/Summer SAVINGS
with our DISCOUNT DEALS! Online @ mix971fm.com

follow us...
facebook.com/mix971 & mix971tweets

Start your day with
Mark Allen & Friends

weekday mornings
5:30 til 10am

Ma
rk 

All
en 

& F
rie

ndsFollow MIX 97.1 throughout our

LISTEN TO WIN PASSES 
For Outstanding Family & Entertainment Events!

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

Sat. June 13
Sportsterz Bar & Grille

3-7pm
 

Sat. June 20
Old Mill Winery

7-11
 

Wed. June 24
Saybrook Township Park

7-8:30

Ground Breakers 
D A N C E  S T U D I O

ages 6-8 (Monday 5-5:30)
         ages 9-12 (Monday 5:30-6:30)
         ages 13 & over ( Thursday 8-9:00)

ages 12 & over (Monday 6:30-7:30)
ages 7-11(Thursday 5:30-6:00)

ages 4 & 5 (Monday 5-5:30)

                  ages 12 & over (Thursday 6-7:00)

All shows begin at 7:30 p.m.
Advance sale ticket prices are $15 Adults, $13 Students/Seniors, and $11 for children age 12 
and under. Advance tickets must be purchased by 4 p.m. for Thursday and Friday performances 
or by noon on Saturday for Saturday and Sunday shows. All ticket sales are fi nal. For tickets at 
the door add $2.

        “Our goal is to bring the best entertainment we can to our Ashtabula stages,” adds Godfrey.  
“That’s not always an easy thing to do as our costs continue to rise every year. We depend on 
our audiences to show their support by buying show tickets and we’ve tried to keep our ticket 
prices as low as possible. Compared to other entertainment options we think we’re a pretty 
good bargain.”
       Concessions stand options are available Hot dogs $2 each and everything else, from pop 
to popcorn, is just $1 per item.  Enjoy hot dogs, chips, and soft drinks on ther patio before the 
show or at intermission. 
      Volunteers are needed to usher and work the concessions stand throughout the summer. 
Volunteers need to contact the arts center’s front desk to register for the performance and 
duty the wish to work.  Each volunteer will receive a free ticket to see the show. For more 
information on volunteering at the theater or for other arts center activities, contact volunteer 
coordinator, Kristi Morris at (440) 964-3396.

28th Annual “Strawberry Festival – Craft Bazaar” plus Tours of the 
Historic 19th Century Jefferson Depot Village
Saturday, June 20th, 11:00 – 5:00 pm and Sunday the 21st   Noon – 5:00 pm 
        Original Crafts nestled amidst historic buildings, Strawberry Shortcake, Quilt ‘n 
Doll Show in the 1848 Church, Live Bandstand entertainment by “JD’s Roland Broadway 
Rhythm”.  It’s a great variety of well known Broadway hits, some jazz, blues, country, soul, 
gospel, and old standards. Root beer Floats and Food, free Kid’s Corner games and prizes
Antique & Classic Car Show Sunday 1-4pm, no pre-registration CARS for DAD,  CRAFTS 
for MOM, Free Games for Kids, Fun and Strawberry Shortcake for ALL!  
All proceeds benefi t restoration and maintenance of the historic 19th Century Jefferson 
Depot Village.   Where:  Jefferson Depot Village, 147 East Jefferson Street, Jefferson, 
Ohio. Free Parking on East Walnut Street. Donation Requested.  (Under 6 free)  www.
jeffersondepotvillage.org  

2015 Shaker Heights Arts & Music Festival
       Co-sponsored by the City of Shaker Heights, the Shaker Arts Council and the Ohio 
Designer Craftsmen, the Festival makes its 2015 return to a (temporary) new location on 
Shaker Boulevard in front of Shaker Middle School 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 27 and 28, 2015.
       Come for the Festival’s fun, food, music, art, 
and entertainment. More than 125 Ohio Designer 
Craftsman artists will present glass, jewelry, 
wearables, yard art, ceramics, and photography. 
Enjoy a stroll down Shaker Boulevard, which will 
be closed to traffi c from just east of Warrensville 
Center Road to Belvoir Oval. With everything from 
cold drinks to savory bites, stilt walkers to jugglers, 
and 80’s hits to jazz, there’s something for everyone 
— kids, included.
The Festival offers free admission and ample on-
site, RTA and on-street parking.
Visit the Craft Fair component of this year’s Festival, Shop Shaker and Beyond, a focus on 
local artisans with local roots. It’s a terrifi c opportunity to support local talent!
The Festival will return permanently to a redeveloped and welcoming Van Aken district once 
construction there is complete.
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LYLE
HEATH

"The Versatile and
   Multi- Instrumentalist Musician"

To book contact: 440-381-3736
or name search on

"The Ve
   Multi-

Wed. June 10th & 24th
Harassments Bar & Grill

   
Thurs. June 11th 

Fri. June 12th

Sat. June 13th

Wed. June 17th 

Thurs. June 18th

Fri. June 19th

Sat. June 20th

Sun. June 21st

Wed. June 24th 

TourS

Covered Bridges,
Amish Country, Outlet Mall Shopping

and Other Destinations Available

14 Passenger Bus
and 7 Passenger SUV
available for tours of
the Northeast Ohio region.

Nancy Hamper
Barrels & Bridges Tours

440-488-6250
BarrelsAndBridgesTours.com

Tour the
wineries of
Geneva and
The Grand
River Valley

By Pete Roche

By Chad Felton

Unsung
A Candid Q & A with Michael T. Swank, author of Living on 
Borrowed Time: The Life and Times of Negro League Player 
Ted Toles Jr.
“The beauty of the soul shines out when a man bears with composure one heavy mischance after another, 
not because he does not feel them, but because he is a man of high and heroic temper.”  ~Aristotle 

        During his 1966 Hall of Fame induction speech, baseball deity Ted Williams, ardor and waving 
defi ance in his voice, issued a plea hoping someday great Negro League players would be added to the 
Cooperstown institution. Williams detailed the ugly reality of their collective absence— “….they were 
not given the chance.” Williams would later see his wish fulfi lled. Luminaries like Jackie Robinson, 
Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Larry Doby, etc., would be enshrined, and later, numerous other players and 
executives from the era.
       However, scores of players whose identities didn’t splash across newspapers as household names 
were equally seminal in the athletic (and social) architecture of those players who did. Their competition 
contributed vastly to the DNA of the Negro Leagues and its barnstorming and battling stars in an age that would, until 1947, summarily, 
criminally, exclude them. These individuals were nothing short of freedom fi ghters, activists, men free of cant who would never submit.
       Ted Toles Jr., 89, is one of those men. He never made the majors, but his career in the Negro Leagues—majors in and of themselves—and 
minors would help set the stage for integrated ball. Local author Michael T. Swank immersed himself in research, with Toles’ collaboration, to 
produce a sports profi le of one of the many forgotten American baseball catalysts. But Toles is the last person you’ll meet who would classify 
himself a “hero.” Swank respectfully disagrees. Your assigned correspondent does too. Like Studs Terkel wrote, “Heroes are not giant statues 
framed against a red sky. They are people who say, ‘This is my community, and it is my responsibility to make it better.’” Toles did.

North Coast Voice: You were introduced to Mr. Toles rather fortuitously? Had you heard of him before?
Swank: I met Mr. Toles at a public speaking engagement at Morley Library in Painesville about eight years ago, and at the time I had not heard 
of him. I was checking out movies with my son and decided to stick around to hear him speak. At the end, I introduced myself to his son and a 
mutual friendship between our families began.

Did your zeal for baseball compel you to facilitate in the process of telling Mr. Toles’ story?
Absolutely. Baseball has always been a passion of mine. It’s played a huge role in the history of our country. During World War II, many of our 
country’s sports heroes were baseball players like Bob Feller, Ted Williams and Joe DiMaggio. These men volunteered to join the armed forces 
to fi ght for our freedom. I was honored to have met Feller on numerous occasions, and loved hearing him answer a common question: “What was 
your most memorable win?” His answer was always “World War II.”

How eager was Mr. Toles and his family to work with you?
Ted’s family seemed quite eager to work with me. I know they attempted to have a book done on several different occasions and it fell through; 
prospective authors often stating that there was not enough interest in the subject. Through the process, Ted often stated he would believe a book 
written about him when he saw it. I was honored to have proven his doubts incorrect.

How many appearances have you and Mr. Toles held? Do you travel with him for every appearance? 
We have done about 12 events together. He’s also attended a number of independent appearances. I travel with Ted when time and scheduling 
allows. He lives in Warren and I am in Painesville, so it doesn’t always work out. With a young family at home, my wife and three children from 
two to 12, scheduling can get crazy. 

Did you ever conceive you’d write a book or be chosen as a biographical collaborator?
I never really considered myself a “writer,” but as far back as I can remember I have always thought writing a book would be a cool thing to do. 
Once Ted Toles III put the idea into my head about writing his father’s story, I ran with it and refused to let him take those words back. 

What did you learn in the progression about the game and its history?
I found it astounding I had learned so many new professional baseball players’ names, some whose statistics were far superior to those of their 
white counterparts, including some of those in the National Baseball Hall of Fame.

What was your biggest discovery in researching the book?
Realizing how many men have been overlooked and how disgusting our society was. 

Do you think Mr. Toles and other players from his era paved the way for today’s players?
I do. However, it’s not paving only for African American players, Latino players also benefi ted. It’s sad to see how the number of African 
American major leaguers has diminished so drastically. I believe African Americans make up only seven percent of Major League Baseball 
currently. It’s almost insulting to the players that did pave the way. I put part of this blame on youth travel programs that have really made it hard 
for children from working-class families to participate, regardless of race. 
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Do you feel modern baseball fans, 
and the institution itself, take 
the history of Mr. Toles’ era for 
granted?
I feel these men have been treated 
unfairly by Major League Baseball. 
The limits put on them in order 
to receive a pension are unfair. 
Documentation from the Negro 
Leagues is diffi cult to fi nd, and to 
require three years of documented 
service is nearly impossible to come 
up with. In Ted’s case, we are able 
to document two years. He then 
chose to go to the minor leagues, a 

goal of his at the time, and it ultimately cost him a pension.

You’ve defi nitely unearthed a wealth of history, a treasure, I should think, for any baseball 
fan. How does it stand with you that even some of Cleveland’s local baseball gurus and 
sportswriters may not have heard of Mr. Toles?
Unfortunately, it’s the nature of the beast. I suppose they feel like the authors that turned down 
the opportunities to write Ted’s book, there is not enough interest. 

Mr. Toles’ tales expand beyond race and even baseball. How did you come about to fi nd 
he’d met hockey great Gordie Howe and other sports stars and celebrities?
Ted always refers to meeting the Hollywood Stars while on tour with the Jackie Robinson 
All Stars, and this is one of his greatest thrills, he really lights up when talking about this. Ted 
played against Gordie Howe in the Western Canadian Baseball League in 1950. I was able to 
obtain a few box scores showing the two against each other from Jay-Dell Mah, a friend in 
Canada who runs www.attheplate.com. I was able to get in touch with two of Ted’s teammates 
from that season, Herb and Don Stevenson. They shed some additional light on what baseball 
was like north of the border. I also received a telephone call from a man named Stuart Holmes, 
now in his mid-80s. His father served as the team doctor for the 1950 Eston Ramblers, Ted’s 
team. Mr. Holmes shared stories about how Ted was a great pool player in addition to his 
skills on the fi eld. He praised me for writing the book and it drove home how different our two 
countries were; there was absolutely no racism in Canada.

Throughout the process, what have you learned from Mr. Toles?
Ted has taught me to really relax and enjoy the good things in life like my kids, family, etc. He 
reinforced in me the importance of not getting caught up in this fast-moving world we live in.

Was the path to publication diffi cult? What strategy did you have for marketing the book?
After shopping around for a publishing company, we decided to self-publish. We have marketed 
the book online at www.tedtolesjr.com and Amazon.com as well as on Facebook and Twitter. We 
didn’t have a strategic marketing plan; the goal was truly just to document Ted’s life and career. 
We’ve sold over 500 books, more than we ever thought we would.

Who are some of your favorite writers? Who inspires you? 
I love reading anything by Tim Kurkjian, Buster Olney, Phil Dixon, Donald Honig and 
documentarian Ken Burns.

What do you do for fun and to relax?
Spend time with my family. Also going to concerts and anything related to baseball and 
Cleveland sports in general.

What’s on the horizon for you?
I’m actually embarking on a task for three additional books. One will be another baseball book, 
a compilation of player profi les and histories from the Negro Leagues. The other two are going 
to be of local signifi cance, one focusing on sports and the other on history, two of my favorite 
subjects.

What do you hope people take away from this book? What do you essentially want them to 
know?
I hope people have a feeling of sitting with an old friend hearing him tell stories of the past. 
Ted and his peers deserve to be remembered and their legacies need to be preserved for future 
generations. I want them to know that through it all, he could have been a bitter man but he 
came out a better man. 

For purchases, updates, information and appearances, follow Ted and Michael on Twitter: @
tedtolesjr @michaeltswank   www.Facebook.com/tedtolesjr   www.joshgibson.org 
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Appalachian singer Jean Ritchie dies at 92
         Jean Richie, American folk and Appalachian 
singer, who brought the dulcimer to the forefront, died 
Monday, June 1st at the age of 92 in Berea, Ky.
       Ritchie was considered a key player in folk music 
along with spearheading the revival of the dulcimer. 
She also brought Appalachian folk songs to the 
masses throughout her singing career.
Richie was born in Viper, Ky. on Dec. 8, 1922. 
Ritchie came from a musical family. As a youth, she 
memorized songs, performing at local dances and 
fairs.
       After graduating college, she was a social worker in New York City, where she befriended 
musicologist Alan Lomax, who recorded her for the Library of Congress. She joined the folk 
scene became friends with Lead Belly and Pete Seeger. She signed with Elektra Records and 
released three albums between 1952 and 1962. Her recording career continued until 2002.
Ritchie often sang a capella, but eventually played mountain dulcimer. Ritchie and her family 
manufactured dulcimers. She played venues including Carnegie Hall in New York and Royal 
Albert Hall in London and performed with Doc Watson and Seeger. She performed a number of 
times at the Newport Folk Festival, starting with the fi rst one in 1959.
       Richie also was a songwriter with “My Dear Companion” appearing on “Trio” by Linda 
Ronstadt, Dolly Parton and Emmylou Harris. 

Moore skate project gains steam
      Kip Moore announced plans today for his 
“Comeback Kid Skatepark Project,” a charitable 
initiative that will oversee the construction of a 
series of skateparks to benefi t communities and 
kids.
      At a press conference today, Moore along with 
Nashville Mayor Karl Dean and Salemtown Board 
Co, revealed the phase one cities of the project 
including Nashville, Boston, San Marcos and 
Annapolis, Md. The inspiration for the name of the 
project comes from “Comeback Kid,” a personal 

anthem from Moore’s upcoming album “Wild Ones.”
      “What started off as a pipe dream of mine years ago, has truly become a passion project,” 
said Moore. “It came from me wanting to give kids in inner cities a safe outlet, where they can 
form the bonds I know can be made from having somewhere awesome to go and be a part of 
something they enjoy. I wrote the song ‘Comeback Kid’ at a time when I felt like a comeback 
kid, but now when I sing it I think less about myself and more about the kids we are doing this 
for and how much I admire and respect them. We’re starting with these four cities, but the plan 
is to keep growing this as far and wide as we can.”
     Each park will have a unique design to provide the fi rst step for anyone of any age to learn 
how to skate. Most skate spots will range from 1,500 to 3,000 square feet and will include 
elements such as quarter pipe, bank-to-curb, hubba ledges, hand rail and step up. Most of the 
phase one skateparks will be up and running by this fall.
     The “Comback Kid Skatepark Project” is the fi rst initiative of “Kip’s Kids Fund,” a donor-
advised fund through The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee (CFMT) focused on 
youth and teens. As an avid rock climber, surfer, skateboarder and outdoor enthusiast, Moore 
has been drawn to the outdoors and alternative sports for much of his life.

Crush on Little Big Town continues
        Little Big Town retained its top spot on the Billboard Hot Country Songs chart for the week 
ending June 13 with “Girl Crush,” while Zac Brown Band was fi rst on the Top Country Albums 
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list with “Jekyll + Hyde.”
       On the songs chart, Hunt was second with “Take Your Time.” Blake Shelton’s “Sangria” 
was third. Luke Bryan slipped two to fourth with “Kick the Dust Up.” Florida Georgia Line 
remained fi fth with “Sippin’ on Fire.”
       Easton Corbin was at 12 with “Baby Be My Love Song,” moving up 3. Tim McGraw 
was 14th with “Diamond Rings and Old Barstools,” a song recorded with Catherine Dunn. 
He moved up three places. Zac Brown Band jumped 4 to 20 with “Loving You Easy.” Chris 
Janson’s “Buy Me a Boat” was 22nd, up 3. Hunt closed out the top 25 with “House Party,” up 1.
ZBB took over the albums chart number one spot from Brantley Gilbert’s “Just As I Am,” 
which slipped to second. The Lacs debuted in third with “Outlaw in Me.” Hunt was fourth with 
“Montevallo” and LBT fi fth with “Pain Killer.”
       Chase Rice moved from 21 to 16 with “Ignite the Night.” Miranda Lambert was at 20 with 
“Platinum,” up 3. ZBB’s “Greatest Hits So Far...” CD also was up 3 to 21. Kenny Chesney was 
22nd, up 3, with “The Big Revival.”
      On the Bluegrass Albums chart, “Alive! In Concert” from Dailey & Vincent remained fi rst. 
Robert Earl Keen was second with “Happy Prisoner: The Bluegrass Sessions.” The Willis Clan 
stood in third with “Chapter Two - Boots,” up fi ve. Punch Brothers were fourth with “The 
Phosphorescent Blues.” The compilation “30 Appalachian Bluegrass Classics: Power Picks” 
debuted in fi fth.
       On the overall top 200, Hunt was 12th, ZBB 17th, Gilbert 18th, LBT 22nd and The Lacs 
27th. The country albums and top 200 charts utilize different criteria.

New releases from Nelson/Hag, Currington, and Hillbenders 
        Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard team up for their fi rst album in decades, “Django & 
Jimmie.” The fi rst single from the veterans is “It’s All Going to Pot.” Buddy Cannon produced 
the 14-song set, which is their sixth collaboration. They recorded the album in three days.
       Billy Currington is out with “Summer Forever,” his sixth release. Dann Huff produced the 
dozen songs along with help from Jesse Frasure on the title track, penned by Cole Swindell, 
Jaren Johnston of The Cadillac Three, Brian Kelley and Tyler Hubbard of Florida Georgia Line 
and Frasure. Jessie James Decker helps out on “Good Night.” The fi rst single was “Don’t It.”
Bluegrass band, The Hillbenders, who are based in Missouri, give an ode to one of the most 
important albums in rock history, “Tommy” with “Tommy A Bluegrass Opry.”
       Fellow bluegrassers, Sideline, are out with “Session II” (Mountain Fever). The band 
features Steve Dilling on banjo, Jason Moore on bass, Skip Cherryholmes on guitar, Brian 
Aldridge on mandolin and Daniel Aldridge on fi ddle.
       Roots rock vet Greg Trooper releases “Live at the Rock Room,” recorded at an Austin club.

Lonesome River Band adds new member
Lonesome River Band has a new mandolin player.
       Jesse Smathers joins LRB, also performing lead and harmony vocals chores. He replaced 
Randy Jones who has taken a full-time job outside the music business.
       Smathers, who lives in Eden, N.C., previously toured with the James King Band, High 
Voltage and most recently Nothin’ Fancy. He comes from a long line of musicians. His 
grandfather, Harold Smathers, and grand Uncle Luke Smathers, recorded for June Appal and 
were awarded the North Carolina Folk Heritage Award in 1993 for their contributions to North 
Carolina Folk Music.
       Smathers’ fi rst show with Lonesome River Band will be Thursday, June 25 at the Jenny 
Brook Family Bluegrass Festival in Tunbridge, Vt.
       Lonesome River Band will again headline the Rudy Fest in Grayson, Kentucky June 26-27 
with members Sammy Shelor, Brandon Rickman, Mike Hartgrove, Barry Reed, Jesse Smathers, 
along with Jones’ last performance with the group.
Lonesome River Band’s most recent album was “Turn on a Dime” out on Mountain Home 
Music.

Hard Working Americans get ready to work
       Hard Working Americans will return in August for a summer tour, following a brief hiatus 
to tend to their regular gigs.
       The band features vocalist Todd Snider, bassist Dave Schools, guitarist Neal Casal, 
keyboardist Chad Staehly, guitarist Jesse Aycock and drummer Duane Trucks.
       Formed in 2013, the band released its self-titled debut album in January 2014. In October, 
the band released “The First Waltz,” a live album and live concert rockumentary fi lm that 
chronicles the band’s fi rst collaboration, the making of their debut album and their sold-out, 
fi rst-ever live performance in Boulder, Col. from fi lmmaker Justin Kreutzmann.
       Hard Working Americans is currently putting the fi nal touches on a new album to be 
released in early 2016.
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Lost Songs: The Basement Tapes Continued
        Bob Dylan was riding high on his Blonde 
on Blonde success when a July 1966 motorcycle 
accident sidelined him for the better part of eighteen 
months.  The “Blowin’ in the Wind” bard vanished 
from radar so abruptly—and so completely—that 
rumors of his death went unchecked for some time.
       Parlaying his recuperation from the crash into 
a well-needed vacation out of public eye, Dylan 
secreted away in a hard-to-reach house in rustic 
West Saugerties, not far from where Woodstock 
would transpire (in summer ’69).  
But he kept writing songs.
       Christened “Big Pink” for its rosy siding, the 
rental provided Dylan and members of The Band 
with a quiet place to relax.  It also boasted a cellar 
big enough to accommodate gear for impromptu 
jam sessions.
       Jam they did, setting to music and committing 
to tape whatever lyrics Dylan had at the ready, 
unwittingly setting the standard for all basement 
and garage bands to follow:  Inspired yet unhurried, 
the guys captured over 100 songs on reel-to-reel, 
proving that musicians no longer needed to book 
expensive studios and race the clock to make a 
decent record.
       Only Dylan and The Band didn’t issue a record 
of the Saugerties sessions.  They never meant to.  Their objective was creative catharsis, not 
production of new commodity for mass market.  It wasn’t until 1975 that the oft-bootlegged 
material saw proper (if incomplete) release on Columbia as The Basement Tapes.  
       So you can imagine the shockwave when Dylan publicists announced they’d unearthed 
another cache of lyrics from Big Pink. Or when Dylan himself said he didn’t want them.  Pass 
‘em on.
       Lost Songs: The Basement Tapes Continued not only tells the story behind the working 
holiday that gave rise to the original Basement Tapes, but documents the efforts of an all-star 
ensemble gathered to breathe life into Dylan’s leftovers.
        In March 2014, fi ve of today’s most respected musicians convened at Capital Records in 
Los Angeles to put the pamphlet to music.  Collaborating under the auspices of uber-producer T 
Bone Burnett (Roy Orbison, Elton John, BoDeans), these artists found their mettle tested even 
under what many would regard as laissez-faire recording conditions.
        Rhiannon Giddens (Carolina Chocolate Drops), Marcus Mumford (Mumford and Sons), 
Taylor Goldsmith (Dawes), Jim James (My Morning Jacket) and Elvis Costello were each given 
sixteen lyrics before going in; they walked out two weeks later with what might be regarded as 
the quintessential Dylan tribute album, Lost On the River: The New Basement Tapes.   
But it wasn’t easy.
       Shooting for Showtime, director Sam Jones (Wilco:  I Am Trying to Break Free) had free 
license to follow the musicians at all hours during the two-week team-up, his objective lenses 
capturing the wonderment, humility, trepidation, and stress of hashing out material in the 
basement studio complex that’d do the John Wesley Harding hero proud.  Each arrives with his 
(or her) own baggage, literally and metaphorically.  Each hoping to honor Dylan with his input, 
but secretly dreading he’ll be the one who embarrasses himself in front of his peers and (as 
Mumford puts it) “fuck it up.”  It’s a lovely examination of subjectivity in songwriting, and a 
rare study of the insecurity that often presages musical triumph.
        With narration by Burnett and Dylan, viewers are treated to a reenactment of The Band’s 
time at Big Pink.  We see a lot of deliberately grainy footage of an unnamed actor recreating 
Dylan’s idle walks through the woods, of Band members tossing a football in a fi eld, and of the 
musicians plugging in for their cellar shakedowns.  Jones’ technique is so convincing that it took 
a few minutes to realize we weren’t looking at authentic 8mm clips.    
       The historical backdrop is cut with modern video of Costello, Mumford, and co. introducing 
themselves and setting down to the task-at-hand, tuning up their guitars and poring over the 
treasure trove of lyrics with No. 2 pencils, writing in possible chord progressions.  They are 
what amounts to an Americana analogue of Marvel’s Avengers superhero conglomerate; 
you might love or hate their music, but they’ve already established themselves as talented, 
marketable forces in their own respective bands.  Egos are checked outside, but it takes the 
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younger men a couple days to suppress their awe of elder statesman Costello, the project’s 
resident Jedi Knight.
        Burnett explains there’ll be many versions made of each song.  Sure enough, the different 
musicians (and offshoot combinations thereof) concoct variations of “Spanish Mary,” “Lost On 
the River,” and “Down On the Bottom” that are so dissimilar (lyrics notwithstanding) that they 
might well have been given different titles altogether.  Each new piece has its own personality, 
and—bearing out Burnett’s hypothesis—each comes bearing the unique stamp of whichever 
musician happens to serve as point guard on the track.
        One needn’t be a Dylan scholar or even a fan of any of the featured contributors to 
appreciate how well Jones documents the creative process, and how The New Basement Tapes 
speak to the myriad ways musicians in general cook up their magic.  Some (like Goldsmith) 
approach songwriting not unlike a 9-to-5 job, devoting hours a day to piano and notepad trial-
and-error, where others (Mumford) have no choice but wait out their muse. 
       Costello, Goldsmith, and James report for duty with demos ready to rehearse and track their 
songs with relative ease, like sonic subcontractors for hire.  Costello shows off a rare guitar, 
strums ukulele and “mandocaster,” and fl exes his vocal muscles while razor-stubbled Goldsmith 
tickles the ivories and James thumps a nifty-looking bass with a scroll headstock.  
In private, Giddens and Mumford confess they don’t work that way.
       Pretty, golden-voiced Giddens admits she’s more player (fi ddle, banjo) than writer, and that 
arranging is uncharted territory for her.  Early attempts at “Lost On the River” meet dead ends 
when Giddens can’t fi nd a vibe she likes, yet the fl eet-fi ngered songbird revels in the opportunity 
to bounce her ideas off on kindred spirit Goldsmith.  
       “This is what I came in looking for,” the Bambi-eyed Rhiannon smiles after a productive 
kitchenette palaver with Taylor.  
       Meanwhile, chain-smoking drummer Mumford reports he’s lucky if he comes up with one 
song per month for his band.  Coughing up a dozen or so inside a two-week span?  Not likely.  
The tension mounts, and it requires a couple time-outs for Marcus to whittle his own, getting 
intimate with his battered acoustic guitar while the others join Burnett for playbacks behind the 
glass.  When Mumford emerges, however, he does so with such musical manna as “Kansas City” 
and “The Whistle Is Blowing.”
       James delivers with the gritty “Nothing to It.”  Costello comes up with “Married to My 
Hack.”  Goldsmith fi nds his feet on “Diamond Ring” and “Liberty Street.”  Giddens transforms 
“Spanish Mary” into a haunting ballad—and knocks her stripped-down version of “Lost On the 
River” out of the park when she least expects it, singing by candlelight to Mumford’s plaintive 
fi ngerstyle guitar and a couple female background singers.    
“I think I’m going to cry!” Giddens says, misting up after the take.
       Sometime pirate / Indian actor Johnny Depp makes a guest appearance, strapping on his 
blue guitar to jangle along with the group on “Kansas City.”  
Bonus features include full studio run-throughs of six key tracks (“Diamond Ring,” “Down On 
the Bottom,” “Hidee Hidee Ho #16,” etc.) in full Dolby DTS / 5.1 Stereo Sound.
The fi lm does raise questions, however.  
       For example, nobody asks why Dylan and The Band didn’t workshop these lyrics.  Had they 
simply run out of time in Big Pink, or had Dylan cast the papers aside deliberately (perhaps even 
hiding them)?  Were these verses unworthy of discussion or rehearsal?  Did Dylan share this 
batch with The Band in ’67?  Had they been rejected by the committee?  If Burnett, Costello, 
and the kids ever regarded the lyrics as anything but sacrosanct, we don’t see it on camera.        
Dylan tells us (in a new voiceover) he took inspiration from anything and everything in and 
around the cabin—including newspaper headlines and T.V. soap operas—and played with 
words more to pass the time than construct full songs (or a cohesive album of songs) for mass 
consumption.  He says he wrote when the mood struck, jotting thoughts down in longhand or on 
a typewriter.  There’s no talk of Bob dragging out his guitar to noodle on his own.  Perhaps he 
never intended to fl ush out any of the lyrics, but the massive output of recording done with The 
Band on-site during that same retreat suggests a time came for Dylan, Danko, and friends when 
anything was fair game at Big Pink.    
       Moreover, we’re never informed how these particular musicians (or Burnett) were selected.  
Did Burnett pick the players?  Did Dylan have a say (or any veto power)?   Who were the other 
candidates?  How big was the pool?  
Make no mistake:  The talent on display here is considerable, and it’s our guess few other 
combos would’ve brought Dylan’s toss-offs to life as effectively.  Yet we were left wondering 
what other luminaries might’ve contributed to the project.  
It’s clear consistency was paramount:  Who sounds like mid-‘60s Dylan today?  
       There’s discussion of Mumford and Goldsmith as throwbacks to the younger Zimmerman, 
so age and musical pedigree must’ve factored in the vetting process.  Gene Simmons and 
Paul Stanley were fantastic on “Detroit Rock City” in 1976, but we can’t imagine KISS doing 
“Kansas City” in 2015.  Likewise, Eddie Van Halen and Dave Grohl might’ve turned “Card 
Shark” and “Nothing to It” into sterling songs (hit singles, even)—but they wouldn’t have 
sounded like Dylan.  Taylor Swift and Adam Levine might be able to sing the shit out of 
“Spanish Mary” and “Lost on the River” but the rigorously multi-tracked, auto-tuned results just 
wouldn’t sit as nicely on an iPod playlist alongside “Lo and Behold” or “Million Dollar Bash.” 
Likewise, why weren’t Zac Brown or Reverend Payton’s Big Damn Band given a call?  
Folksters Last Bison and Good Old War would’ve acquitted themselves marvelously, too.
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By Joel Ayala Ayapana RN, BSN, BA

Real Revolution Radio and the Rise of the Podcasting Industry: 
The Heightening Vibration of Voice

       We are living within a New Age of Being - a quantum world of potentiality and possibilities 
- as opposed to the olden paradigm of doubt and limitations. We, as a collaborative, are 
beginning to question reality. We question what we see. We question what we hear, smell, touch, 
and taste. We are beginning to question what is potentially “real” because we literally live in a 
world of technologically-manufactured images and chemically-altered and manipulated goods. 
We do this consciously, subconsciously, and intuitively as well. Often we brush it off when 
we swing to and fro between this new “almost disturbing” acknowledgement of the existence 
of the so-called Matrix to the more comfortable and easing subservience to the diversional 
illusion of what has been told to us through the propaganda of popular media. And because of 
the introduction and integration of GMO’s (Genetically Modifi ed Organisms) - of which have 
virally taken up almost every corner of our society - a portion of our very make-up of what 
makes us naturally and holistically human has caused us to intuitively cringe at the very sound 
of modifying anything that is “natural.” How egotistically overbearing do we, as Humanity, 
think that we can be... in thinking that we can create a more-improved and genetically-modifi ed 
apple than one of which had been picked out from an ancient and undiscovered grove? 
       The Consciousness of a Question is overcoming our simple awareness to the Consciousness 
of Truth. This is most certainly a new trend experienced by many people that is a reality of 
things from where Human Consciousness is beginning to, not only know it to be true, but 
strongly feel it to be true. The Hundredth Monkey Effect, whether considered a mainstream 
fallacy encouraged by popular media or an actual Universal Law, is a scientifi cally-proven 
rediscovery of Morpho-Genetic Research. 
       No longer are we easily open to the propaganda. According to Quantum Theory, 8-9% 
of total reality is based upon the fi ve senses; while as the rest of what has been considered by 
society as being “ludicrously unreal” is predominately the majority of what we experience as 

true. Reality is essentially and purely a subjective phenomena. Reality is derived from love... 
beyond words... within our own intuitions... our sub consciousness... our intellect... within the 
frequencies... and in fl ow with the vibrations. The majority of total reality is energy unseen. 
More and more people are awakening to these inner and unseen truths. And because of this 
higher state of Consciousness that is literally sweeping across the landscape - locally, nationally, 
and globally - the acknowledgement of TRUTH is taking its resounding and anticipated place 
into an evolved sense of human awareness.
       There is such a signifi cant rise and need for self-empowerment. And such a need is based 
upon this unexplainable yearning for truth and transparency. Along with this sense of self-
rediscovery, more and more people (everyday) are speaking out with fervor and favor for social 
change - the breaking away from the shackles from the literal “withholding” of Consciousness. 
Legitimate social change can only be truly acknowledged and experienced when that endearing 
and highly anticipated shift is experienced from within. According to the Mystery Schools of 
Egypt and to even older traditions of Lemuria as it relates to ancient Hermetic teachings, the 
authenticity of true change can only occur with a thorough understanding that the externalized 
appearance of transformation is fractal in nature. The change that we are witnessing right before 
our very own eyes is essentially the very change derived from what is authentically felt. When 
we observe our external environments in such a way, we are collectively honing our specifi ed 
energies towards the concentration of the Causal Plane of understanding of our existence as it 
relates to the fundamental key aspects of manifesting things into life.
       As a result, humanity has found itself within the cycles of an elevated existence of hope. 
Ladies and gentleman, we are living within the New Age of Voice, Sound, and Self. More and 
more people are “self-publishing” their own books. No longer is there a signifi cant need to 
compete for the spotlight from amidst a limited menu of publishers... when we as a people can 
publish our own books for ourselves. 
       Furthermore, there is a rather profound and signifi cant spike from within the audio book 
industry to broadcast that exact message through the higher resonance of sound and vibration. 
This is the New Age of Audio. This is the New Age of Voice. Again, I must reiterate time-and-
time-again that the Power of the Voice is signifi cantly prevalent from amidst our times. 
       In parallel, the Podcasting industry has peaked... to that... of an ALL-TIME HIGH! And as 
we are to know of this TRUTH that draws us near and dear to interconnection, we must be that 
very Voice for Change. A Community of Resilience and Self-Governance.
       Become the host of your own podcast radio talk show today... on REAL REVOLUTION 
RADIO:
www.realrevolutionradio.com 

       Join the many authors, inspiring “indie” music artists, motivational speakers, and from 
among many already established podcasters and radio talk show hosts of whom have jumped 
upon this synergistic wave - a new platform of Hope, Legitimacy, and Truth!
        Help build upon creating a new and a more evolved community of Creative Self-
Governance with Joel Ayala Ayapana, Author of The Book of Positive Light: Remembrance of 
the Heart, Host of Quantum Mindfulness Radio and Awakening Paradigms on WebTalkRadio.
net, and the CEO and Founder of REAL REVOLUTION RADIO.

       Joel Ayala Ayapana is a Veteran of the United States Air Force. He has been practicing 
within the specialized nursing fi eld of Behavioral Health as a Registered Nurse for over eleven 
years in the Cleveland metropolitan area. His inspirational work has earned him several 
awards and recognitions within his profession.
       
        Additionally, he is the author of his recently published work, entitled, The Book of Positive 
Light: remembrance of the Heart which can be purchased at the following website LINK:
www.thebookofpositivelight.com

        Not only was Joel the former host of his fi rst highly-acclaimed podcast radio 
talk show, Quantum Mindfulness  Radio, broadcast on the BBS Radio Network (www.
quantummindfulnessradio.com), but he is also the NEW talk show host of his next eye-opening 
and paradox-shifting podcast, Awakening Paradigms, now available for your listening pleasure 
on Brad Saul’s WebTalkRadio.net. Tune into this sacred space of Quantum Potentiality... and 
heighten your Consciousness to the next and heightened levels of your own Awakening.
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By Patricia Ann DoomsByB Patricia Ann Dooms Wellness
4-Directional

Wellness Program
Life is meant to

be celebrated…. That
includes understanding

every aspect of our lives;
our Soul’s Purpose, our Finances,

our Professions and our Relationships.

Registration required! 
Contact Patti Ann Dooms

feathertouch8@att.net 
or call (440) 223-7510

ALCHEMY 101
with Michael Thompson

 

"The Veil Between
Heaven & Earth"

with Jan Rice

Beginning June 27th 
& every last Saturday of the month...

Science of Mind Study Group

Pets and Their Place in the Holistic Lifestyle
       This past week, I lost a grandoggy.  It was the saddest, most devastating thing I ever watched my daughter endure, which of course—because 
I’m a mom—was equally sad and devastating for me.
        Spike had been his “mommy’s” healer for nine years—constantly reassuring her, loving her unconditionally, and calming her.  He would 
share a pillow with her, with his paw stretched over her heart when that was needed.  He always knew when she was hurting—physically or 
mentally-- or lonely.  They had a bond like no other 4-legged and two-legged partnership I’ve ever known (except for maybe me with my dogs, 
and no doubt you with yours.)
       As at the time, I was pondering what I might write about in this issue, my husband suggested, “All Dogs Go To Heaven.”  Well, I’m pretty 
sure I’d be sued for plagiarism if I attempted to duplicate that story, but I knew what he was in fact, suggesting…..
Our pets have a very dramatic impact on our health—both mentally and physically, even touching us spiritually when they no longer share our 
physical lives.
       I have three dogs—all small breeds—and all of them facilitate healing.  They each know their roles:  Lucy, the toy poodle loves 
unconditionally.  Ruby, the miniature pinscher is the physical healer—actually jumping up on the healing table, to show me what to do, or simply 
to do it herself.  And Jack—gentle Jack—is the heart-healer.  Jack is not a lapdog, unless he knows you are grieving.  Jack will allow you to hold 
him heart to heart, and he is amazing; the feeling of love just pours through you.  
       It was only in the late 1970s that researchers started to uncover the scientifi c evidence for the bond between pets and their humans and the 
consistent exchange of healing between them.
       A study published in 1980, found that heart attack patients who owned pets lived longer than those who didn’t. Another early study found 
that petting one’s own dog could reduce blood pressure.
       More recently, studies have been focusing on the fact that interacting with animals can increase people’s level of the hormone oxytocin.  
Oxytocin is known as the “happiness hormone” and helps us feel more trusting. 
       It may also have longer-term human health benefi ts. Oxytocin has some powerful effects for us in the body’s ability to be in a state of 
readiness to heal, and also to grow new cells, so it predisposes us to an environment in our own bodies where we can be healthier.
       On a chemical level, owning a pet may also decrease levels of cortisol (a stress hormone that can damage our bodies) in our blood.  It raises 
levels of the feel-good brain chemical dopamine, People who pet dogs experience a rise in immunoglobulin A, an antibody that bolsters the 
immune system.
       In addition, cats have been known as healers for centuries.  The original Reiki practitioners, they are always extremely receptive to hands-on 
healing, and allow their natural energy to heal in much the same way.  
       A few years back, I had a very painful case of shingles.  My loyal cat, Rudy—who is on roughly his 12th life (who said they are restricted to 
merely 9?  NOT when they are Reiki Masters!!)  Rudy is normally an outdoor cat, especially at night—but when I was ill and in pain, he would 
lay at the foot of my bed, careful not to touch me, and purr so loudly that he vibrated the bed.  I don’t recall ever feeling so comforted.  He would 
help me to sleep through the night.
Cat owners have a 40% lower risk of heart attacks.  The vibrations of a purring cat are helpful 
for healing tendons and muscles.  A cat’s purr can heal infections and swelling. Frequencies of 
25-50 Hz are the best and 100 Hz & 200 Hz, the second best frequencies for promoting bone 
strength.  Cat purrs lower blood pressure simply by interacting with humans.
       My son also had an interesting story involving a healing experience with his cat—though it 
didn’t come out as well as we might have liked, he is here to tell about it and that is a big deal!  
Luna, was a beautiful black cat—my son’s favorite.  Poor kitty had so many health problems, 
and my son and his family did their very best to ease her comfort, and prolong her life until it 
just didn’t make sense anymore.  Luna spent an enormous time just crawling and laying all over 
my son, and chose to be in his energy almost constantly.  The day came when Luna’s quality of 
life was not what they would have liked it to be, and they did the diffi cult—though responsible 
and most loving thing to do.  Within weeks, my son was diagnosed with leukemia.  We know, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Lady Luna did her best to save her daddy from that diagnosis, 
and subsequent treatment. (We are happy to say he is on the fl ip side of that and doing well).  
He reminded me of that today, and I think he would want it acknowledged, that Luna was an 
excellent partner to the best medical team and the best energy healers in the area.  From this 
Mom, thank you dear, sweet Luna. 
       Lower blood pressure, less risk of heart disease, reduced anxiety: The number of 
scientifi cally proven health benefi ts of pet ownership is rising faster than any other health 
studies.  These health bonuses aren’t just the result of the extra exercise you get walking your 
dog or playing with your cat. The bond that you and your pet develop is also part of the equation.
Owning a pet gives you a sense of purpose and belonging that can increase feelings of positivity 
and lower stress levels, all of which translates to health benefi ts. 
Establishing an emotional bond with your pet, as you would with a family member or friend, 
also pays a health bonus.  Although Cesar Milan would have my head for this, science shows 
that it is actually better for you to think of your animal as no less than a little furr y person.  I 
know I do.

* Patricia Ann Dooms, known in some circles as “the Mentor from Mentor”, is a certifi ed 
holistic lifestyle mentor, practicing a variety of energy healing modalities which she has 
combined into her FeatherTouch 4-Directional Wellness Program. 
To experience a session with Patti, Lucy, Jack, and Ruby,  her 3 furry partners, please contact 
them for an appointment by visiting:  http://feathertouchpathandpurpose.com.
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If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com
www.liamguitars.com

SUMMER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

My 30 years of experience can help
you reach your musical goals!

Call or Text Rick
440-413-0247

Guitar
Lessons

Let me teach you
how to make music!

Schedule your
lesson today!

Beginner
to

Advanced

Electric
and

Acoustic

From Rick Piunno

         Well, I’m Back from our trip to Atlantic City and I only lost about 20 bucks in the casinos. I feel pretty lucky! If you have never been to The 
“Jersey shores” you owe it to yourself to make the trip. It’s not that bad of a drive and the boardwalk, the beaches and the casinos can keep you 
busy for days. My wife and our cousin from Ireland and our sister-in-law all went up to Atlantic City for a couple of days last week. I was going 
to check out a trade show to see what is out in the market of “guitar pipes” and to introduce my new Smoking Hot Guitars to the other wholesale 
distributors and other merchants that were attending the show. Although I did not do very well in sales I was able to meet many very good contacts 
and other leads that may be very helpful in the future. There is so much for me to learn about the industry. I have spent my entire working career 
working the construction business. I started repairing guitars in 1980 and have built about 10 instruments or so along the way. Now I’m trying to 
manufacture a product and sell it in a very competitive market. It is a complete 180 degree change from hanging and taping drywall and painting 
to what I’m trying to do now. There is so much to learn about making my new venture into a profi table business. I’m hoping to improve visibility 
with the many social media tools that are out there and to increase my online sales with promotions and discounts that can be found on my website 
www.smokinghotguitars.com.  Please take a look when you get a chance.
         Getting back to instrument repair (my true love!) since getting back last week I have had a steady fl ow of guitars come into the shop. 
Currently I have 4 Martin guitars in need of various repairs. (I don’t want you think that there is something wrong with Martin guitars, they are 
an outstanding company that has been building exceptional guitars for about 175 years or so.) The ones that are in my shop, with the exception of 
one, are only in for setups and a nut replacement which can happens to all instruments, good or bad. I also have 4 different pre-war mandolins (3 
Gibson and a Lyon Healy) that are in need of repairs for either side cracks or back separations because of the hide glue drying out and becoming 
brittle over the years and causing the wood seams to separate. I’m also re-sawing and getting wood selected and milled up to do a batch of ukuleles 
along with fi nishing a very exotic harp guitar. I guess you can say I’ve been fairly busy. 
Oh, I almost forgot to mention that I went back to work to do a fi nishing job on a small bathroom remodel project down the road from me this past 
week and landed a few more small painting jobs that are set up for next week. As much as I have tried to move on from the construction trade and 
transition over to the guitar business, I still fi nd myself doing odd jobs all of the time. I’m thankful that I know how to do it and it has been very 
handy to do work at home, but I want to step back and repair guitars now. 
       A couple other projects and repairs are: resetting a couple of necks on various guitars, one twelve string, an archtop from the 50’s, and a 
rerouting a neck cavity on an electric bass. It’s starting to look like a war zone in my shop right now and I’m slowly running out of room. I’m 
always glad when I fi nish a repair so that I can make more room for another one. It seems that I’m always rearranging this thing over here and 
moving that over there to make room for this thing here, etc, etc, I have always envied those people who seem to have everything in its place and 
organized . How do they do it? Is there a course that somebody teaches up at Lakeland College that I can sign up for?  I’ve seen those shows on 
TV. where someone comes in and organizes your closets. Maybe that is what I need.  Oh well, it is my never ending quest and I’m sure I will 
continue to fi gure it out for years to come.
       I’m also gearing up to do a few music festivals this year 
and one of my favorites is right around the corner. The Blue 
Sky Folk Festival. The date has moved to June 20th and is 
presented by the N.E.O Musical Heritage Association on 
the grounds of the East Shore Unitarian Universalist Church 
10848 Chillicothe Rd. (306) 1/2 mile south of Rt. 6 in Kirtland 
Ohio. Every year the music just gets better and better. Some 
of the acts will include The Spyder Stompers and Sugar Pie, 
Rebekah Jean, and Border Ride,  just to name a few. (See ad 
and article on pg. 11 for more details)
    I’ll be doing a “luthier “ workshop trying to explain what 
it is that I really do, and there will be a blue grass banjo 
workshop by famed local musician  Mr. Paul Kovac (one of 
my favorites) and many more. There are always groups of 
musicians milling around and jamming all over the grounds, 
so make sure you bring an instrument and join in on the fun.  
For more info go to www.blueskyfolkfest.com. 
       There are many festivals and musical events that I 
will be attending this year and I hope that I will run into you wherever it may be. As the summer proceeds, I will keep everyone informed (as much 
as possible) to where I’ll be and what I might be doing there.  It seems as though the summer, although it was a long time coming, is fi nally off 
to a great start and looks to be a banner year for everyone in the music world.  I’ve always said that music is the “universal language of love” and 
should be spoken as loudly and as often as possible. So without further adoooo I will leave you on that note and make sure whatever you do that 
the note “Stays in Tune!”

Keep Smiling!
 Patrick from Liam Guitars / Wood-n-Strings / Smoking Hot Guitars 
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~Continued on Page 28

~Continued from Page 14

TO LISTEN LIVE AND WATCH OUR LIVE COUGAR CAM

WWW.COUGAR937.COM

Get your grade school age kids ready for the
Urban Meyer Football Camp July 1st

at Spire Institute in Geneva!
The camp will be FREE.

Log onto Cougar937.com for more info

Cougars Uncorked
Live at the Winery at Spring Hill

on Route 84 in Geneva
July 8th at 7pm

A special Hawaiian Luau with Live music and a Fire dancer
Register now www.cougar937.com

Get ready for the Summer of Winning!
Follow us on Facebook and twitter

www.facebook.com/cougar937
Concert Tickets, Amusements Parks,

Sporting Events & Gifts

String Prices

In-Store Repairs
Over 50 Years of

Musical Experience
Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

Whooz Playin’

    To Book: 440-796-3057
WWW.WHOOZPLAYIN.COM

Please note that the First Class Band
and Whooz Playin’ band has been
condensed to just Whooz Playin’

Fri. June 12 • 8:30-11PM
Quinns • Concord Plaza
Whooz Playin' Quartet

 
Sat. June 13 • 8-11:00PM

Brennan's • Ashtabula Harbor
Whooz Playin' Trio

 
Fri. June 19 • 5-8:00PM
Walden Inn • Aurora

Whooz Playin' Quartet
 

Fri. June 26 • 8-11:30PM
Cabana's • Chardon

Whooz Playin' Quartet

Schedule
Saturday, June 27
10 am-10 pm — Craft Fair, Music, and Food (Craft Fair closes at 8 pm)
Enjoy music by:
Red Light Roxy
Evil Ways
Cleveland’s Breakfast Club
Noël Quintana & The Latin Crew
Blue Lunch
Sunday, June 28
11 am-5 pm — Craft Fair, Music, and Food
Enjoy music by:
The Dan Zola Orchestra
Northcoast Jazz Collective
The New Barleycorn
Cats On Holiday
Both Days
Kids activities, including strolling performers, stilt walking, juggling, Wigglewords, and more
Food vendors and food trucks
Beer and wine tent

The Shaker Heights Arts & Music Festival is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga 
County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
        Coming close to the fi nal chapter of the Wrecking Crew Documentary journey. Nearly 19 
years to the day that they set off to tell the story about session musicians in Los Angeles in the 
1960s, the fi lm has been a huge success in theaters around North America, as well as iTunes and 
VOD Rentals. 
        Magnolia Pictures has agreed to add over 6 hours of additional material for the DVD & 
Blu-ray release. This is very rare for a fi lm to be released with so many extras. The delay of the 
DVD release has been a blessing in disguise, because it gave them time to cut more material and 
even license more music for the DVD stories. Both formats have the same content and will be 
released on June 16th.
       Here are a few of the artists, engineers, and musicians that are included in the additional 
material: Bill Medley, Petula Clark, Dean Torrence, Barry McGuire, Marilyn McCoo & Billy 
Davis of 5th Dimension, Armin Steiner, Al Schmitt, Gold Star Engineers, Glen Campbell, Leon 
Russell, Snuff Garrett, Don Randi, Ron Hicklin, Emil Richards, Gary Coleman and so many 
more. 
        I love this fi lm and didn’t want it to end. Whether you’re a music lover in general or a baby 
boomer harboring affection for the tunes of your time, make a beeline for any theater showing 
The Wrecking Crew. It’s a gem. - Leonard Maltin - Indie Wire 
        If the history of rock music means anything to you, you know the individuals in question 
could only be the Wrecking Crew, a legendary group of Los Angeles-based studio musicians, and 
though their story has taken decades to reach the screen, it has been worth the wait. - Kenneth 
Turan - Los Angeles Times
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

June 12, 13, 14
Riverfront Irish Festival

Cuyahoga Falls

 
June 19, 20, 21

 
June 26, 27, 28

By Westside Steve Simmons

Maggie
Lionsgate   PG13  97 min
        I’m thinking of the word foreboding but 
it doesn’t have to do with anything involved 
in the plot of the latest Schwarzenegger fi lm 
MAGGIE. It has to do with that creeping feel-
ing that there are big changes on the way for 
us movie buffs. The giant movie palaces have 
been around for over a decade and expanded 
the quality and number of screens packed into 
the place. VHS and DVD rentals took a little 
bite a while back but the dinosaurs have lived 
on. These days anyone can have a 60, 70, 80 
inch or bigger high resolution screen on his 
wall with a sound system that could wake 
the neighbors on the next block. Couple that 
with a satellite dish or cable and it’s almost 
like going to the movies in your living room. 
When North Korean toad Kim Jong Un rattled 
his tiny saber over Sony’s THE INTERVIEW 
the studio apparently folded like a card table 
and sent the fi lm direct to cable. I think that 
was an experiment to see how many people 
would pay seven bucks at home to see a fi rst 
run picture. There are two ways to look at it, 
fi rst Sony gets almost all of that 7 bucks and 
doesn’t have to cut in Regal, Cinemark or 
Lowes and on the other hand the customer 
can have 15 guys watching that fi lm. Hence 
the experiment. This time it’s Lionsgate that 
purchased distribution rights for MAGGIE a 
zombie fl ick starring the ex-governor of Cali-
fornia. While he’s not as high up on the A list 
as he was years ago I still assume Arnold can 
sell a few tickets, so when the studio pulled 
this release opting for a handful of theaters 
and VOD I wondered why. Most likely MAG-
GIE was picked up on the cheap thanks to a 
relatively inexpensive production system. First 
of all it’s set in a rural small town some woods 
a cornfi eld and a few modest houses; no 
expensive computer graphics only a few actual 
zombies and no extensive makeup.

The story is centered on a movie virus which 
has spread across the country turning the 
infected into zombies.
Because there is no cure and the effects are 
slow the government has put a plan in place. 
Victims may stay with their families until it is 
out of control and then will be carted off to the 
euphemistically named quarantine centers. As 

opposed to 
the humane 
and caring 
facilities the 
government 
promises 
the word on 
the street 
is that they 
are hellholes 
where in-
fected humans 
die horribly. 
Soft spoken 
farmer, Wade 
Vogel (Schwar-
zenegger) has 
found out that his daughter Maggie 
(Abigail Breslin) is among the affl icted and 
takes her back home to be near her friends and 
family until she’s too far gone. Unfortunately 
the options are limited to a slow death or a 
quicker one. On the positive side zombies 
are relatively easy to kill but sadly since the 
conversion process is slow many people will 
hide their loved ones from the police thereby 
allowing them to go completely bad. To a 
family member that’s not much worse than the 
idea of quarantine.
So basically this is a story of heartbreak and 
terrible decisions that need to be made rather 
than a Night of the Living Dead action thriller. 
As a matter of fact it’s not thrilling at all but 
it is at times thoughtful and very sad. (That in 

      

fact may be the reason for the limited release). 
I suppose it should be mentioned that it’s also 
a bit dull, but not horribly once you’ve ac-
cepted the direction of the fi lm.
I didn’t think Arnold’s role was particularly 
demanding but he was suited for it and that’s 
all you can ask from any actor.
As I’ve said before I believe that watching a 
movie at home is detrimental to the enjoyment 
and involvement in that fi lm. Perhaps if I’d 
seen this one on the big screen isolated from 
the telephone, the refrigerator, the cat etc. I 
might have given it a higher grade.

C+
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Love and Mercy  
Roadside Attractions   PG13  121 min
      Like armies marching into battle each group has its own standard, anthem and fi ght 
song etc. In my youth as I fell in love with popular music my devotion was to the Beatles. 
I was thinking that this review reminds me a bit of the superhero movies and the level of 
commitment to either DC or Marvel Comics. A great many of my fellow musicians, pos-
sibly a couple years older or younger than me, were devoted to other shining stars of pop 
music including the admittedly brilliant Beach Boys. I understand and appreciate these 
West Coast fellows but didn’t follow them as closely as I did the boys from Liverpool.
        LOVE AND MERCY is the fi lm adaptation of the (apparently approved) biography 
of Brian Wilson the driving force of the Beach Boys. It fi lls in the gaps between the rumors 
we’ve heard of the early Beach Boys tribulations and shines some light on the more recent 
history of the singer songwriter.
       For instance we knew that Wilson’s father was the band’s manager but not the extent 

of his incompetence, dishonesty and downright 
abusive nature. Early into the bands success the 
neurotic (or worse) Brian convinced the band to let him give up touring and stay home 
writing and recording music. He got quite a bit of grief for that from Mike Love, but we all 
know he’s an asshole. One thing not touched on is the fact that Love owns the name, The 
Beach Boys, so if you see them performing somewhere it is not the real band.
During Brian hiatus from the band he, along with legendary studio musicians the Wreck-
ing Crew, composed and recorded the tracks for what was to become one of pop music’s 
most celebrated records, Pet Sounds.
       Upon returning the band was hesitant and Love was openly hostile to the visionary 
music written during this time. Brian mental health continued to deteriorate and in a sleazy 
business decision he was placed in the care of a full time pop psychologist and charlatan, 
Dr Eugene Landy (Paul Giamatti) who keeps him totally controlled and isolated through a 
myriad of prescription drugs.
The story is told in fl ashback with both Paul Dano and John Cusack playing the young and 
old Brian Wilson respectively. 
       If you are a fan of The Beach Boys whatsoever you will probably fi nd this a fascinat-
ing study of one of rock music greats. My biggest problem was with the miscasting of 
John Cusick as modern day Wilson and that cost this fi lm at least a half of a letter grade. 
I have seen and heard Wilson on more than one occasion and Cusick neither looks nor 
sounds like him.
        Still if you can get past that it’s a pretty damn good fi lm. And it seems Brian Wilson 
has his life reasonably in order these days so that’s a happy ending.

B
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The Iguanas Bring Their Legendary Mix Of NOLA-Flavored Conjuto-Latin-Garage 
Tuesday, June 16th
       What if Americana actually encompassed ALL of North America? You’d have the Franco-
Acadian infl ections of Canada, as best exemplifi ed by le accordion, the lilting grace and fi ery 
passion of the music of Mexico, and the only truly indigenous musics the US has ever produced, 
jazz and blues. You’d also have New Orleans’ premiere distillers of this continental musical 
melgange, The Iguanas.
       Their latest album, Juarez, redefi nes the notion of Americana, crossing cultures, styles, 
eras… and even languages. It’s as if Rue Bourbon, Muscle Shoals and Plaza México were all 
within earshot of each other and The Iguanas were the musical conduit between them.
       Based out of New Orleans since their inception in 1989 – save for a short, Katrina-imposed 
exile in Austin — the members of the Iguanas have (collectively or individually) played or 
recorded with everyone from Charlie Rich, Alex Chilton, and Willie DeVille to Emmylou 
Harris, Allen Toussaint, and Pretty Lights. Their 25 year ride has taken them all over the map 
musically and geographically, yet the inescapable patina of their adopted hometown infuses 
every note they play. 
       After a quarter-century together that’s seen them through eight studio albums, countless 
tours and JazzFest appearances, and a fl ood that did its best to take their adopted city with it, 
the band continues to create better and more adventurous music than ever and is solidly at their 
musical peak. 

Third Coast Kings Bring Down And Dirty Funk And Soul 
Friday, June 19th
        Third Coast Kings, Detroit’s premium purveyors of steeped-in-soul heavyweight funk, 
make their Cleveland debut, Friday, June 16th at the Beachland Tavern. The band’s sophomore 
album, West Grand 
Boulevard takes 
you on a ride that 
bounces, rolls and 
glides like jacked-
up suspension on a 
‘74 Coupe De Ville. 
Augmenting the 
funk basics of bass, 
drums and guitar, 
that work together 
like Siamese triplets 
joined at the One, 
the Kings spice 
things up with an 
explosive three-piece horn section (trumpet, tenor sax and trombone) and top things off with 
dynamic vocals unmatched in today’s soul-funk landscape.
Though the band’s heart might throb with a Motor City beat, the endless variety of hard-driving 

‘60s and ‘70s funk from as far away as Texas, Florida and 
the Carolinas factor strongly in the back pocket of infl uences 
that underscore their sound. Those closely knit regional funk 
scenes of 40 years ago generated a treasure trove of incredible 
music and left an indelible imprint on the Kings that they’ve 
distilled into a new context. New funk played by old souls.
Self-appointed torchbearers for the new wave of old school 
funk and soul that’s been exploding across the globe 
in the past few years, their self-titled debut made a big 



June 10 - 24, 2015 www.northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 29

impression in 2012, it’s vintage grooves resonating with fans around the world. Aside from 
well-deserved critical acclaim, the band received invitations to perform in Japan (at Fuji Rock 
Festival) and tour Europe, and was namechecked by the likes of Charles Bradley, DJ Muro, 
and legendary BBC funk & soul radio host Craig Charles. Now, three years later, on the heels 
of West Grand Boulevard and multiple tours of the UK and Japan, Third Coast Kings are fi nally 
embarking on their fi rst full funking of North America. 

The Beachland Ballroom and Tavern is located at  15711 Waterloo Rd, Cleveland, OH 44110 
(216) 383-1124 www.beachlandballroom.com 

Rick Springfi eld, Loverboy and Donnie Iris & The Cruisers Make It A 
Tripleheader With September Tour
Coming to Jacobs Pavilion At Nautica September 11
Iconic bands take to the road with hit-packed national jaunt 
        This September three iconic bands hit the road for a tripleheader fall tour. Grammy 
winning singer/songwriter Rick Springfi eld, Canadian hard-rocking legends Loverboy and 
Donnie Iris and The Cruisers are ready for a full slate of summer/early fall touring and playing 
hits that include “Jessie’s Girl” “Working for the Weekend” and “Ah! Leah!.” 
        For all of his accomplishments as an actor, best-selling author, and documentary subject, 
Rick Springfi eld’s fi rst love has always been music. With 25 million records sold, 17 top-40 
hits, including Don’t Talk to Strangers, An Affair of the Heart, I’ve Done Everything for You, 
Love Somebody and Human Touch, as well as a 1981 Grammy® for Best Male Rock Vocal for 
his No. 1 hit single “Jessie’s Girl,” Springfi eld shows no signs of slowing down. Springfi eld has 
toured for over 30 years, hand-delivering the hits to millions of fans worldwide via his dynamic 
live shows. His concerts are legendary with their rock heavy, high energy full band sets. 
       With their trademark red leather pants, bandannas, big rock sound and high-energy live 
shows, Loverboy has sold more than 10 million albums, earning four multi-platinum plaques. 
Loverboy are also currently enjoying a cultural renaissance, with major companies such as 
Taco Bell and Radio Shack using the band’s image and music to promote their products to the 
‘80s generation which grew up on the group and others who are just being introduced to their 
anthems. These days, Loverboy’s not just “Working for the Weekend” but “Lovin’ Every Minute 
of It,” too, performing for those fans who “Get Lucky” enough to catch one of their shows. 
       Considered to be the best screamer in rock and roll, Pittsburgh icon Donnie Iris learned how 
to sing from his Mother and then from Tony Bennett and Marvin Gaye. In 1970, Donnie was 
a member of the Jaggerz and earned a gold record for writing and singing the No. 1 song “The 
Rapper.” In 1978, Donnie was asked to join “Wild Cherry” (“Play That Funky Music, White 
Boy”) in the group’s waning days. This is when Donnie met Mark Avsec, his future collaborator 
and partner, in “Wild Cherry” who then began discussing plans for a recording project and in 
1979 Donnie Iris & The Cruisers were born. 
2014 marked the 35th Anniversary of Donnie Iris & The Cruisers! “Ah! Leah!”, “Love Is Like 
A Rock”, “That’s The Way Love Ought To Be”, “My Girl” and “Do You Compute” are just 
some of their hit songs. 
In August of 1982, The Michael Stanley Band, set an attendance record of four sold out 
performances at Blossom Music Center, 74,404, that still stands today… Donnie Iris and the 
Cruisers were the opening act on all four of these dates.
Tickets for the Friday, September 11 performance at Jacobs Pavilion at Nautica are on 
sale now. Available at livenation.com, ticketmaster.com or by phone at 800-745-3000. 
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NEXT!

(Answers on Page 28)

       On my last visit to my doctor, I couldn’t 
help noticing the way things have changed 
in the way doctors and nurses do things now 
compared to hundreds of years ago when I 
was a kid.  Back then they walked around 
with clip boards with real paper on them, and 
would hand write prescriptions and things 
about your visit on the real paper with a real 
pen and real ink!  

I’m not kidding either!

      Of course back then they had to chase me 
around the doctor’s offi ce screaming like a 
little girl whenever they said I had to have a 
shot, something about getting shot that just 
didn’t set well with me!  Umm… they weren’t 
screaming like a little girl while chasing me, 
I was!  “Oh it’s not going to hurt, you won’t 
even feel it” is what the nurses ALWAYS 
say… liar-liar pants on fi re nose as lo-o-n-n-
n-ng as a telephone wire!  Every time I get a 
shot I do feel it and it does hurt!
        Now days they have electronic notepads 
and a stylus instead of a clipboard and pen, 
a few taps here and there, a few key strokes 
and presto-change-o your prescription is 
already sent to the pharmacy, your diagnosis 
and instructions have been printed out for 
you!  But at least they don’t have to chase me 
around the doctor’s offi ce any more, they’re 
all younger than me and can catch me pretty 
quick and besides, they may accidentally stick 
me with that two foot needle in places I would 
not like!  
       ALL needles, no matter what size they 
really are, become two foot long when they 

start coming towards you pointing them at 
your body!
       Since I’ve been seeing this doctor I’ve 
been drained of about 6 gallons of blood, and 
been X-rayed enough times I should be able 
to see right through my skin at will!  During 
this last adventure to the bloodsucker’s lab, 
I’m sitting in a waiting area waiting for my 
turn to have sound waves bounced through 
my neck and on the door there’s a sign that 
says; “Please advise us if you are pregnant or 
not”, so to be sure nothing weird was going to 
happen to me I did!
       When they were done with the neck sonar, 
and I was glad they didn’t fi nd any schools of 
fi sh swimming around in there, I was waiting 
for my turn for more X-rays and I hear all 
these weird mad scientist sounds coming 
from the X-ray room!  Whirling and churning, 
buzzing and zapping, banging and clanging, 
and I started to form a picture in my deep-
cavernous-mind of me lying on a big machine 
being held down by force fi elds and something 
goes wrong and a laser turns on by mistake 
and zaps right through my skull causing 
lightning bolts so shoot out of my head and 
feet and I hear someone say “OOOPS!”
       As I’m trying to convince myself that it’s 
just my imagination, the X-ray door opens and 
they wheel the last guy out on a gurney and I 
hear; “NEXT!”

“AAAAAAHHHH!”

~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com

~ Rick Ray
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