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Visit us for your next 
Vacation or Get-Away!
Four Rooms Complete 
with Private Hot Tubs 

& Outdoor PatiosThree Rooms at $80
One Suite at $120

www.bucciavineyard.com

JOIN US FOR LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT ALL 

WEEKEND!
Appetizers & Full Entree 

Menu
See Back Cover For Full Info

www.grandrivercellars.com

Live Entertainment Fridays & Saturdays!

www.debonne.com
See Back Cover For Full Info

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfi eld, Ohio
440.415.0661

Sun-Thurs 12-6

Hours are 
Sunday - Thursday Noon to 5PM

 Friday-Saturday noon to 
11PM. 

Closed 
January & 
February
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Connect 534 
was designed around 

creating and marketing new 
events along 

State Route 534; 
The City of Geneva, 
Geneva Township, 

Geneva-on-the-Lake &
Harpersfield Township. 

Connect 534 
is working hard to promote 

local businesses and involve 
the community in new and 

revitalized events and 
programs.

or contact: Kari Wetzel

email:kari@connect534.com

Welcome
2016!

We are looking forward
to another great year! If you 
have any ideas for events or 

would like to volunteer, please 
email Kari Wetzel at 

kari@connect534.com

Check our website for 
more information! 

www.connect534.com

PAIRINGS

440.361.2222
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11:00-6:00
with extended hours for classes and events.

 

Kids in the Kitchen
January 24th • 1:00-2:30

Winterfest

     February get out of the cabin Events
Wine & Cheese Trail ..You Cheddar Believe It! 
February 19, 20, 26, & 27 
         The Wineries on the Vines & Wine Trail are offering this special self driving tour of the 
wineries in northeast Ohio. You will receive 1 or 2 wine samples and an appetizer per person. 
Take all 4 days to visit all the participating wineries. At a designated winery you will pick up a 
wooden cheese board, complete with tools and wine glasses.
$50 per couple and $40 per single.
Participating wineries:
Debonne Vineyards
Deer’s Leap Winery
Emerine Estates
Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
Grand River Cellars Winery & Restaurant
Kosicek Vineyards
Pairings, Ohio’s Wine & Culinary Experience
The Winery at Spring Hill
Virants Family Winery
If traveling this trail on a bus or limo, with more that 6 people, please call ahead to each winery 
you are planning on visiting so they better accommodate you.

Winter Wine Affair at Stambaugh Auditorium 
        Enjoy Ohio wine samples, meet several of Ohio’s fi nest wine makers, and purchase your 
favorite wines to take home. This one day wine event is conducted in two sessions with VIP 
options in each. Light appetizers, relaxing music, and spectacular Ohio wines are the perfect 
way to escape cabin fever in February or to treat your sweetie to a belated Valentines’ Day wine 
outing! Only a limited number of tickets will be sold. Be sure to select either the afternoon or 
evening session when purchasing tickets. 
       This event is coordinated by the Ohio Wine Producer’s Association with support from 
Youngstown Live, Mahoning County Convention & Visitors Bureau, WKBN 570 and WMXY 
Mix 98.9. 
       To assure a very special experience, only A LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS WILL BE 
SOLD. 
$35 for the preferred 3 hour sessions. $25 for the general admission 2 hour sessions. You must 
select either the afternoon or evening session. 
Participating wineries:
Barrel Run Crossing Winery
Debonne Vineyards
Deer’s Leap Winery
Country Porch Winery
Emerine Estates 
Firelands Winery
Grand River Cellars
Greene Eagle Winery
Mastropietro Winery
Meranda-Nixon Winery
Newman Creek Cellars
Old Firehouse Winery
Park Avenue Winery
South River Vineyards
Valley Vineyards
The Winery at Versailles 
Tickets are available on line now and will soon be available at the Stambaugh Auditorium box 
offi ce.
Afternoon session -  VIP tickets – 1-4 pm -  General admission tickets 2-4 pm
Evening session -  VIP tickets 6-9 pm - General admission tickets 7-9 pm
Please call 800-227-6972 or visit www.ohiowines.org for reservations for either of these great 
events.
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SAT. Jan. 16 • 7-10 pm
Greene Eagle
Davis Peck Rd.
Cortland, OH  
 
SAT. Jan. 23 • 8-10 pm
Goddess Wine House
Rt. 20 • Saybrook, OH
 
SUN. Jan. 31 • 2-5 pm
Hartford Hill Winery
Hartford, OH

TA   E IIK
Playing 50-60-70's

Favorites and Much More

For booking call Ellie
330-770-5613

www.takeii.com
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COME
DANCE!

Entertainment

DISC
JOCKEY

440-313-4801
trenda@TrendaRocks.com

TrendaRocks.com

DJ/Emcee, Trenda Jones
now booking Summer & Fall

Events • Private • Parties • Clubs

Emcee • Bands
Production
Multimedia

OLDIES
     DANCE
          CLASSIC ROCK

JANUARY 13 - FEBRUARY 3, 2016 • VOLUME 16 • ISSUE 01

•CONTENTSCONTENTS•
WHAT ABOUT JAZZ 5
Jazz Events

COOKING WITH WINE 6
Holiday Recipes

BLUESVILLE 8
Blues News

WHAT’S ON THE SHELF? 11
Guitar Player

ON THE BEAT 13
Fun Stuff to See and Do

BRIQUETTES SMOKEHOUSE 15
New Location!

KICKIN’ IT 17
Country Music News

CONCERT REVIEW 19
Living Colour

DAVID BOWIE 22
Ground Control to Major Tom

MIND BODY SPIRIT 23
Anna and the Angels are Here For You

STAY IN TUNE 25
A Perspective from a luthier’s workshop

MOVIE REVIEWS 26
West Side Steve reviews SISTERS, THE BIG SHORT, STAR WARS,                       
THE HATEFUL EIGHT AND JOY

EASY STREET NEWS 29
Easy Street Band song used in popular t.v. show 

SNARP FARKLE 30
Evil Rodents!



                                                                                                  North Coast Voice Magazine  |  northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999  |  January 13 - February 3, 2016 5

By Don Perry

For full schedule
DonPerrySaxman.com

DON PERRY

Sat. January 30th
7:30-10:30

Sat. Jan 23rd
3:30 - 7:30

Face Value Duo 
Debonne 

Vineyards

Grand
River
Cellars

        There’s new life being breathed 
into Akron’s Historic Downtown 
District and Live Jazz is very much a 
part of this breath of fresh air.  While 
new clubs, such as Blu Jazz+ and new 
programs, like “Jazz at the Civic” are 
drawing new attention to the area with 
regional and even national jazz acts, 
The Tangier, Akron’s leading creative 
event center, continues to host a wide array of musical artists, genres 
and styles in the facility’s World-Famous Cabaret.
        Opened by Ed George Sr. in 1948, The Tangier has been 
providing the Akron community with food and entertainment for 
over three generations. This historic complex, an 11-room facility, 
plays host to a variety of popular events, from wedding receptions, 
corporate galas and sales meetings to a mix of entertainment at The 
World-Famous Cabaret. The Tangier has been a local showplace for 
top-name entertainers such as Tina Turner, The Temptations, Charlie 
Daniels, The Platters, The Righteous Brothers, James Brown, Natalie 
Cole and many more. The facility is also widely known for its steaks, 
fresh fi sh and Lebanese cuisine that are offered in its Legendary 
Dining Room or Georgie’s Bar & Grille.

Maysa – Sunday, Jan. 17th    7:30 pm.
       Born and raised in Baltimore, MD, 
Maysa Leak knew by the time she was 
six, that she would be a musician”.  She 
graduated from Morgan State University 
with a degree in classical performance, met 
Stevie Wonder while a student and moved 
to North Hollywood upon graduating, 
to join his group; Wonderlove.   She 
performed with the group for a year, appearing on the Jungle Fever 
soundtrack and such television shows as Oprah and The Tonight 
Show.
 In the early Nineties, Maysa auditioned over the phone to become 
the new lead singer of the acclaimed British Jazz/Funk/R&B band, 
“Incognito”.  She then moved to London, where she lived for over 
four years and appeared on over nine Incognito recordings.  Maysa 
recorded her self-titled debut album in 1995 and has since released 12 
more, including one live album. 

Ekoostik Hookah- Saturday, Feb 6th   8:30 pm.
       Beginning in a 1991 in a smoky basement bar in Columbus, 
Ohio, Ekoostik Hookah, or simply Hookah, as they are known by 
their incredibly faithful fans, has played thousands of shows in over 
40 states. They have performed at infamous venues, including The 
Wetlands Preserve in New York City, The House of Blues in Chicago, 
The Great American Music Hall in San Francisco, and Blossom 
Music Center in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Hookah has shared the stage 
with music greats, such as The Allman Brothers, David Crosby, Arlo 
Guthrie, Bruce Hornsby, and many more. 
  Founding members, Dave Katz (keys, vocals, acoustic guitar), Steve 
Sweney (guitar), and long standing drummer, Eric Lanese, have been 

the mainstays, providing the foundation and longevity that few acts 
have been able to maintain. The infusion of Phil Risko (bass, vocals) 
and Eric Sargent (guitar, vocals) in 2010 has helped keep the band 
fresh and relevant.

Gerald Albright - Friday Feb 12th   7:30 
pm.
      Born in Los Angeles, Gerald Albright 
began piano lessons at an early age. His 
love of music picked up considerably, 
when he was given a saxophone that had 
belonged to his piano teacher.  Albright 
attended The University of Redlands, and a  
few months after graduating, he joined jazz 
pianist/R&B singer Patrice Rushen. 
       During the ’80s, Albright toured and 
recorded with a variety of artists – including Anita Baker, Ray Parker, 
Lola Folana, Atlantic Starr, Olivia Newton-John, the Temptations, Jeff 
Lorber, Quincy Jones, Whitney Houston and Phil Collins. He has since 
recorded numerous successful solo albums, including two that hit the 
number one slot on Billboard’s Top Contemporary Jazz Chart in 1989 
and 1990. Gerald was selected to be one of 10 saxophonists to play at 
President Clinton’s inauguration ceremony. Gerald Albright has sold 
over a million albums in the U.S. alone and has appeared on nearly 200 
albums by other artists.

ConFunkShun
Sunday Feb 14, 2016
       Formed in 1969 by high-
school classmates Michael 
Cooper and Louis “Tony” 
McCall and originally named 
Project Soul, the group’s 
career began in the early 
‘70s, as a backup band for the 
Soul Children.  Project Soul 
made an effort to become a headliner in California, but met with dead-
ends and little success.  They then relocaed to Memphis, where they 
recorded and released their debut album, “Organized Con Funk Shun”, 
in 1973.  Their name was offi cially changed to Con Funk Shun in 
1974.
         By 1976, the group signed to Mercury, where they remained for 
ten years, recording 11 albums.  Their fi rst hit for Mercury was “Ffun,” 
written by Michael Cooper, as a tribute to the R&B/funk band Brick, 
one of the premiere party funk bands of the tim e.  
         Con Funk Shun disbanded after their last album with Mercury, 
but reunited in the ‘90s, and began performing at festivals and concerts 
around the world.  In 2015, Con Funk Shun released their fi rst album in 
almost 30 years, “More Than Love” on Shanachie Records.
         Visit www.thetangier.com for ticket, show and dinner 
information.  Be sure to arrive early.  You’ll want to walk the halls and 
view the many signed photos of the countless artists who have played 
The Tangier.
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

Geneva
440.466.5560 Kitchen HoursWinery Hours

Closed Mondays
Tues-Thurs: 3-9pm
Fri: 3-Midnight
Sat: Noon-Midnight
Sun: Noon-9pm

Fri & Sat: 7-11 Sunday Open Mic  4:30-7:30

Hosted by SUSIE HAGAN
$2.00 Beers!

Closed Mondays
Tues-Thur: 4-8pm
Fri: 4-10pm
Sat: Noon-10pm
Sun: Noon-8pm

NOT NEEDED

A GOOD IDEA.

Only $299 With purchase 

PASTA SUNDAY IS BACK!

& RESTAURANT

Gift

Check out our NEW 
Weekday Specials!

Beer of the Month

Tuesday

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

www.deersleapwine.com

Entertainment:
Fri. Jan. 15 - Porch Rockers
Sat. Jan. 16 - Black Jack Gypsies
Fri. Jan. 22 - Lost Sheep
Sat. Jan. 23 - InCahootz
Fri. Jan. 29 - The Phillips Band
Sat. Jan. 30 - Porch Rockers

Open 7-Days-a-Week 
for Lunch & Dinner

Daily Specials at the Winery!

MONDAY: Taco Night
TUESDAY: $2.00 off Any Burger
WEDNESDAY: Wing Night
       Buy 1 lb. Wings, Get 1 lb. Free!
THURSDAY: Pasta Bar!
FRIDAY: AUCE Fish Fry
         Cole Slaw & French Fries $7.99
SATURDAY: Prime Rib Night $14.99
SUNDAY: Homestyle Specials are Back!

SSoonn
dd

kerss

Live Bands
Fri & Sat! 

JOIN US
Monday-Friday

HAPPY HOUR 3-6
(Half Priced Appetizers

& Drink Specials!)

Sun. Jan. 17 - "Wine Shop fun with 
                         Avon and thirty-one"
Sun. Jan. 24 - "Corks and Color" Paint 
                          at the winery! Limited 
                         Space, reserve your easel.
Sat. Feb. 13th - Dinner Specials & Live 
                           Entertainment. Share 
                           your LOVE at "The Leap"  
                           for Valentine’s Day! 
        Now taking reservations 
Sun. Feb. 14th - Free dessert with your meal! 
  Featured kids & senior specials. 

DEER’S LEAP WINERY

    Wine in Recipes
        There are three reasons to use wine in recipes. One is as a marinade where the acidity 
aides in tenderizing meats and other ingredients. The second is as a cooking liquid. Either way, 
the main reason is that wine adds fl avor to your dish. Vinegar or lime juice help tenderize but 
too much of them will overwhelm a dish. Wine, on the other hand, will enhance your recipe 
and complement but not overwhelm other fl avors.

Choosing the Right Wine for Your Recipe
        Usually the instructions are not specifi c and simply call for white wine or red wine. 
You may not think much about this but 
like every other ingredient the choice of 
wine can have a major effect on the fi nal 
fl avors in your dish. For example, a full 
bodied cabernet can easily overwhelm a 
dish that you intended to be more subtle.
       Cooking with the best quality 
ingredients results in the best quality 
dish and this applies with your choice of 
wine. That doesn’t mean that you have 
to spend 30 dollars on a bottle of wine, 
however. It is unlikely that you will get 
that much more bang for your buck from 
high priced wine but you shouldn’t spend 
2 dollars on wine for your recipes. If the 
wine tastes bad, your fi nal dish will also.
      The fi rst rule of thumb for which 
wine to use lies with the type of recipe 
you are cooking. If it is a sweet, delicate 
dish, choose a sweeter wine like a 
Riesling. If the meal is a robust stew that 
calls for red wine, a full bodied selection 
like cabernet or zinfandel will work. 
The second (and easy) rule of thumb is 
to choose the wine for your recipe by 
simply using the wine you will drink 
with the dish. 

What Happens to the Alcohol in Wine? 
       As you cook with wine, the water evaporates, the volume reduces and the fl avors 
concentrate. Most of the recipes you follow will tell you how much wine to add. If you are 
adding wine without that instruction, no more than about 1/4 cup of wine per serving is a good 
guide. It is also a good idea to add the wine early not only to concentrate fl avors but also to 
allow as much of the alcohol to evaporate as possible.
      This is because most of the alcohol evaporates but not completely. There isn’t much alcohol 
in wine with less than a half-teaspoon of alcohol in a tablespoon of wine. Alcohol evaporates 
faster than the water in the wine, but there will still be a little alcohol left after cooking and the 
less there is the less harsh tasting the fi nal dish.

Using Cooking Wine
       Don’t purchase cooking wine. While it is no longer widely available, cooking wine has a 
harsh taste due to a higher alcohol content. It also contains salt.
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Hours:  
Wed, & Thurs 12-6pm 

Fri 12-10pm  
Sat & Sun 12-9pm 

 

636 Route 534 South 
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041 

440-361-4573 

www.kosicekvineyards.com 
 

See our ad in the Winery Guide on 
Page 2 for our  

Entertainment Schedule 

Winter Hours
Thursday 12-6, Friday 12-8,
Saturday 12-9, Sunday 12-7

Scallop and Corn Chowder
Ingredients
5 thick cut slices bacon, cut into small dice
1 ½ lbs sea scallops (about 16), patted dry
kosher salt and black pepper
1 small yellow onion, thinly sliced into half-
moons
½ lb Yukon gold potatoes, peeled (if desired) 
and cut into a 1/2-inch dice
3/4 cup dry white wine
3/4 cup chicken broth
½ cup heavy cream
1cup frozen corn kernels 
¼ cup chopped parsley

Directions
      In a large skillet, over medium heat, cook 
the bacon until crisp, about 5 minutes. Transfer 
to a plate lined with paper towels.
      You should have about 2 tablespoons of 
bacon drippings; if necessary, supplement with 
olive oil. Increase heat to medium-high. Season 
scallops with ¾ teaspoon salt and ¼ teaspoon 
pepper; cook until golden brown, about 2 minutes per side. Transfer to a plate.
Add the onion to the drippings in the skillet and cook until translucent, about 5 minutes.
Add the potatoes, wine, broth, and cream; cover partially and reduce heat. Simmer gently until 
the potatoes are tender, about 15 minutes.
Add the scallops and corn and simmer gently to heat through. Sprinkle with the parsley and 
bacon.
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By Cat Lilly

    TOP BLUES OF 2015
     Happy Blues New Year! As in every year, a 
plethora of great (new and old) blues music came out 
in 2015. Blues Blast Magazine reviewed 382 albums 
and DVDs, and this one was their #1 pick for Best 
Blues DVD of 2015: 
Various Artists –Legendary Country Blues 
Guitarists
Vestapol Productions
www.guitarvideos.com
(33 songs – 115 minutes)
          Stefan Grossman is himself something of a 
legendary country blues guitarist, having released 
numerous records under his own name since 
the 1960s, as well as co-founding Kicking Mule 
Records and releasing a series of educational books 
and DVDs for aspiring blues musicians.Vestapol 
Productions, the production company behind this 
DVD, is a division of Stefan Grossman’s Guitar 
Workshop, Inc., and has made its name by collecting 
and releasing old concert footage of legendary 
blues and country artists. Legendary Country Blues 
Guitarists is a collection of rare tracks from 14 
different artists and is, quite frankly, wonderful.
          There are some 33 songs on the DVD, and many of them are from the genuine giants of 
acoustic blues, such as Big Bill Broonzy, Son House, Bukka White and the Rev. Gary Davis 
(listed here as “Blind Gary Davis”). There are also a number of lesser-known artists such 
as Ralph Willis & Washboard Pete Sanders, Henry Johnson (playing an electric guitar) and 
an artist listed as unknown (but actually the under-rated but outstanding Philadelphia street 
performer, Blind Connie Williams). The set even closes with an extract of Son House and 
Buddy Guy playing “I Wish I Had My Whole Heart In My Hand”, with Guy (rather like he did 
on Muddy’s Folk Singer album) displaying a superb knack for contributing supportive acoustic 
country blues guitar.
          As one might expect, given the rarity of these recordings, the quality of the footage varies. 
There is both high quality professional fi lm and amateur analogue videos. Given however that 

this music was recorded 40, 50 or even 60 years ago, the audio and visual quality is vastly 
better than should be expected.
And the footage is sometimes little short of magical. It is impossible to watch and listen to this 
DVD without being drawn into an almost mythical world from long, long ago. Sam Chatmon 
looks as old as heartbreak as he sings some of the earliest blues and folk songs at an unnamed 
festival. Son House, Skip James and Bukka White share a stage at the Newport Folk Festival in 
the 1960s and listen intently to the music produced by each of the others (House slips off for a 
quick smoke during White’s “Tombstone Blues”, but his charisma is such that the camera still 
follows him). Skip James may not play with the preternatural intensity of his 1931 recordings, 
but it is still a pleasure to hear his unique take on the blues. Time had done little to dilute the 
power of Son House and Bukka White, however.
          To watch Son House talk about the blues in a studio recording is an astounding slice 
of history. And to see Ralph Willis and Washboard Pete Sanders playing on the streets of 
Philadelphia and the reaction of passers-by is eye-opening. Texas legend, Mance Lipscomb 
looks wholly uninterested but actually plays and sings superbly on “I Want To Do Something 
For You” and “Alabama Jubilee”.
          The artist with the most tracks on the DVD is the great (if under-recorded) North 
Carolinian, Willie Trice. His seven songs must have been recorded after 1970, because it is 
clear from the footage that Trice had by this time lost his legs to diabetes. The quality of the 
performances however is once again fi rst rate, with Blind Boy Fuller’s infl uence to the fore.
          If there is a criticism to this DVD, it is the lack of biographical information about the 
artists and how and when the songs were recorded. The only information provided is the name 
of the artist and the title of each track. For blues fanatics, this isn’t so much of a problem, 
because educated guesses can be drawn from what we already know about the musicians and 
their lives. But this DVD is also a superb opportunity to introduce new fans to some great 
music and if they could read biographical detail about the artists presented here, they might be 
inspired to check out other artists from the same era.
          But that is a minor criticism. There is something about watching these near-mythical 
players instead of just listening to their music that adds depth and power to their recordings. 
Seeing Bukka White pounding on his National with his fi st provides a visceral accompaniment 
to his music. In addition, for guitar players, there is the added bonus of being able to watch how 
these legendary musicians created their wonderful music in the fi rst place by studying their 
fi nger movement and attack.
This review could have been a simple 11 words long. Legendary Country Blues Guitarists is an 
essential purchase for blues fans. (Reviewer Rhys Williams lives in Cambridge, England, where 
he plays blues guitar when not holding down a day job as a technology lawyer or running 
around after his children. He is married to an American, and speaks the language fl uently, if 
with an accent.)

2016 Grammy Nominees for Best Blues Album
          2015 comes to an end, and the Grammy nominees are in for 2016. This year, there are 
fi ve nominees for Best Blues Album 2016. Each album is a fantastic illustration of blues music. 
Last year’s winner was Johnny Winter’s Step Back. It was his fi nal album. The nominees for 
2016 are as follows:

“Descendants of Hill Country” by Cedric Burnside Project
      Thirteen songs by the relatives and descendants of the North Mississippi Hill Country 
juke joint blues tradition. This isn’t city blues. This isn’t Texas blues. This isn’t diluted. This 
is full strength, whiskey-barrel, juke joint playing by RL Burnside’ grandson Cedric and his 
friends and relatives. It turns into a groove that keeps you going like a good cup of coffee. You 
can hear the African traditions (like Toure and Sunny Ade and High Life) coming through the 
centuries. Excellent collection of songs from the land where blues began.
“Outskirts of Love” by Shemekia Copeland
      This is Copeland’s third album, with music written by manager, producer, and songwriter 
John Hahn and guitarist Oliver Wood. This album has a contemporary take on blues, and 
focuses on the modern-day working class. The title track leads off the album with a gritty view 
of people on the edge of society. It paints a “bluest of the blues” picture of people mistreated 
and misused by life. Shemekia Copeland has established herself as one of the premiere voices 
in modern blues. This album will only cement that reputation. 
“Born to Play Guitar,” by Buddy Guy
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~Continued on Page 10

      At 79, Buddy Guy may be the last surviving, still actively recording link to both the blues 
of the Deep South and the 1960s Chicago electric blues scene. When mainstream radio seems 
anxious to put the blues to bed, Buddy once again smacks us in the ears and makes us pay 
attention. “Born To Play Guitar” is proof both the blues and Buddy have a lot more to give. This 
is Buddy’s 74th release and in my opinion, his 7th Grammy. 
“Worthy,” by Bettye LaVette
       After 50 years in the business Bettye is still going strong with yet another smash. Eleven 
fantastic soulful covers - let’s call them interpretations - songs of survival and vulnerability, 
delivered in her jazzy, soulful, effortless vocals. On this CD, she takes on tunes by Mick Jagger 
& Keith Richards, Bob Dylan, John Lennon & Paul McCartney, Mickey Newbury, Beth Nielsen 
Chapman & Mary Gauthier(who wrote the album title track) and Joe Henry, among others, but 
she makes  each song’s story sound like she is somehow, miraculously, telling her own. 
“Muddy Waters 100,”by John Primer & Various Artists
      Released in July, this album pays homage to the legendary Muddy Waters. The tribute puts 
a modern spin on Muddy’s songs  and involves a large cast of guest artists including Shemekia 
Copeland, James Cotton, Gary Clark Jr., Johnny Winter, Keb Mo’, Billy Branch and Derek 
Trucks. The band is led by two ex-Muddy Waters’ sidemen, guitarists John Primer and Bob 
Margolin – great ensemble playing without actually trying to replicate that 50/60s sound.  
The 2016 Grammys will be held on February 15, 2016. Make sure to tune in and see who wins!

Best Blues Rock Albums of 2015
Keith Richard – Cross-eyed Heart
      Honor among thieves, love amongst scoundrels…Keith Richards has carved an 
encompassing survey of his own spirit and set it to a vast set of infl uences for all to see. Country, 
spiritual, rock voodoo - it’s a masterfully messy mash-up, a winningly low-key record, where the 
atmosphere matters more than the songs, some of them written by Keef  himself.
Walter Trout – Battle Scars
       Nothing like a life-threatening experience to give you the blues. For years, Walter Trout has 
mesmerized guitar fans around the globe with his masterful phrases and unique style. The album 
title is a nod to Walter’s battle with illness and his triumph over it, thanks to his liver transplant. 
Each song connects to a specifi c story from Walter’s experience with life and almost death. 
Walter returned live on stage at the Royal Albert Hall only 13 months after his successful and 
life-saving liver transplant.
Billy Gibbons – Perfectamundo
        The debut solo album from Billy Gibbons, ZZ Top guitarist/vocalist and Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame inductee, is a blend of blues, jazz, Latin and rock sensibilities, as Gibbons explores 
songs with a new backing band, The BFG’s, who are a handpicked group of musicians selected 
for this unique outing. The album itself was inspired by Billy’s early infl uence of Cuban Jazz and 
studying Latin percussion with Tito Puente in New York at an early age.
Beth Hart – Better Than Home 
      Beth’s most stripped down, highly personal work to date. The song writing here obviously 
comes from a deep place. One gets the feeling that she really needed to make this album for 
herself. Her bluesy, quivery voice is really is the star on this release. Hart amazingly seems to 
put you in a room with her, her piano, a song and that is magic. This release catalogs the story of 
a survivor, a fi ghter, winning out over her demons. Her voice is the instrument that draws her out 
of the darkness, soothing vocals, crisp and full of promise for the future to come.
Joe Bonamassa – Muddy Wolf at Red Rocks
       No “best of blues rock” list would be complete without “Smokin’ Joe”. With the release of 
Muddy Wolf,  he celebrates the music of two of the greatest blues musicians - Muddy Waters 
and Howlin’ Wolf. Instead of copying these songs note for note from the originals, Joe puts his 
own touch on them without any loss of integrity. Bonamassa is the real thing. Aside from his 
many solo recordings and collaborative efforts, he is the founder of the Keeping the Blues Alive 
foundation, an organization that funds music scholarships and helps promote the history and 
heritage of the blues to the public. 

Under the Radar Ray Wylie Hubbard
The Ruffi an’s Misfortune
         Looking over the many “best of blues 2015” lists compiled by the contributing editors of 
major blues publications and other afi cionados, certain names come up over and over – Dave 

Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

Leave the Driving to Us!

2423 Deerfield Dr. • Ashtabula • 440-964-9403
www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Affordable and Trustworthy • Diverse Fleet of Vehicles
Jolly Trolley, White Stretch Limousine, Limousine Party Bus, 

Wheelchair Accessible Van, and other vans to accommodate parties 
from small to large, simple to elaborate.

If you haven't experienced Richmond Trolley & Limousine 
service yet, give us a try for any event and ENJOY the ride!

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost care of 
you and your party throughout your trip. Just relax and 
leave the driving to us. Our punctual pick-up and drop-off 
service is available early morning to mid-night or even later.

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company. 
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties, 

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our 
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
• Wine Hops
• Proms
• Weddings
• Sporting Events
• Covered Bridge Tours
• Concerts
• Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
• Corporate Events
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and Phil Alvin (Tough Love), Wee Willie Walker (If Nothing Ever Changes), Tinsley Ellis 
(Tough Love), but here’s one that is totally “under the radar”. I defy you to fi nd a lowdown 
dirtier grimier grittier blues/roots album anywhere.
           Nobody in the wide world of roots music today does it better than Ray Wylie Hubbard. 
From his humble beginnings as an Oklahoma folkie in the ‘60s to his wild ride through the 
‘70s progressive country movement, and onward through the honky-tonk fog of the ‘80s to his 
sobriety-empowered comeback as a song-writer’s songwriter in the ‘90s, Hubbard was already a 
bonafi de legend by the time he really found his groove right at the turn of the century. 
        It’s taken him a lifetime to get there. The Ruffi an’s Misfortune is a great many miles from 
“Up Against The Wall, Redneck Mother,” the Hubbard song Jerry Jeff Walker turned into an 
outlaw country anthem in 1973. Beginning with 2001’s aptly-titled Eternal and Lowdown 
through to his latest and greatest release, Hubbard has spent well over a decade now chasing 
hellhounds through muddy waters and deep into the underbelly of the blues
        There’s a poet’s sweat in his lyrics, born of life experience rather than academic 
construction. He calls out Lightnin’ Hopkins and the Rolling Stones on “Hey Mama, My Time 
Ain’t Long,” and both the Stones and other blues legends turn up regularly throughout the 
album. “Jessie Mae” was inspired by Mississippi blues legend Jessie Mae Hemphill, and “Mr. 
Musselwhite’s Blues” sings of the mentoring Musselwhite received from Little Walter and 
Big Joe Williams. Hubbard also pays tribute with some fi ne harmonica playing throughout the 
album.
       At 68, it’s not surprising that mortality threads through several of Hubbard’s songs, 
including the gospel-soul “Barefoot in Heaven” and the redemption-seeking “Stone Blind 
Horses.” But even with the devil as a toll-taker on the blues highway, Hubbard’s not 
preoccupied with the hereafter. He illuminates the virtues of badass girls with guitars and 
recounts his own history of fast times. Hubbard’s a man who knows what he wants to say, 
and how he wants to say it, with a Lightnin’ Hopkins gleam in his eyes and a Rolling Stones 
swagger in his step.
        If you have never listened to Ray Wylie Hubbard, what are you waiting for? This long-
time Texas singer-songwriter tells terrifi c stories in his songs. His music is blues-based and 
not complex, but it’s tight, and his lyrics are wonderful. My all-time favorite song of his is still 
“Snake Farm” (from a few CDs ago), but on this release, “Chick Singer Badass Rockin’” comes 
close. Do yourself a favor and take a listen to either one. I guarantee you’ll be hooked. Better 
yet, go see him if he plays anywhere you can drive to! 

R.I.P
Otis Clay - February 11, 1942 - January 8, 2016
        “Legendary soul, blues, and R&B singer Otis Clay died Friday evening January 8, of a 
heart attack. He was, as you know, a great man,  mentor, teacher, humanitarian, historian, and an 
incredible friend. Our hearts are broken...” - Miki Mulvehill 
          Born in Waxhaw, Mississippi, in 1942, Clay followed the Great Migration north fi rst to 
Muncie Indiana in 1953, and ultimately Chicago in 1956. It was there he joined many of the 
city’s Gospel groups until he began his secular singing career in 1962. Clay signed with One-
derful! Records and recorded “A Flame In Your Heart” in 1965.
        After a stint with Cotillion Records, Clay landed in Memphis with Hi Records from 1971-
74 and with Willie Mitchell at the helm, recorded that label’s most iconic soul tunes. His biggest 
hit, “Trying To Live My Life Without You,” was followed with Clay classics, “If I Could Reach 
Out” and “I Die A Little Each Day.” Clay moved to many other labels including Rounder, Blind 
Pig, CrossCut, Catfood, Echo, and others.
        Throughout the years, he has been a featured vocalist on many records from the Bo-Keys, 
Johnny Rawls, Magic Slim, Eddy Clearwater, Billy Price, Tad Robinson, Rico McFarland, 
and  Dave Specter. In 2013, Otis Clay was inducted into the Blues Hall Of Fame.
       Nobody grabbed an audience or individual like Otis. Off the stage, Clay was the absolute 
gentleman. He listened to all with the same heart and soul that he delivered his songs. Once 
touched by this man, a lifelong friendship would ensue. He will be sadly missed, another giant 
in Blues Heaven.

Call me at (440) 417-2475 or find me on Facebook 
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By Pete Roche

Mitch 216-513-0529
Jennifer 440-463-3951

For future shows and
booking opportunities visit

www.facebook.com/
evergreen.acoustic.music

Watch our Facebook
page for updates

Thursday,
Jan. 14 
Old Mill
Winery

6-8p

Saturday,
Jan. 16 
Hundley
Cellars 

2-5p

Saturday, 
Feb. 6

Hundley
Cellars 

2-5p

LYLE
HEATH

"The Versatile and
   Multi- Instrumentalist Musician"

To book contact: 440-381-3736
or name search on

Harassments Bar & Grill
Open mic  • 6pm-9pm

COMING BACK VERY SOON!       

Now booking for Winter & Spring 2016!

Friday, January 15th
2pm-3pm

Villa at the Lake Facility
Conneaut, Ohio

Saturday, January 23rd
7pm-10pm

Dublin Down Irish
Pub and Eatery
Ashtabula, Ohio

Friday, January 27th
1pm-2pm

Villa at the Lake Facility 
PIANO SHOW

Conneaut, Ohio

www.Abbeyrodeo.com

Check out the Abbey Rodeo video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=siwWk_2hELk

12-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

Saturday, 
January 23

The Landmark 
Tavern & Grill

Wickliffe, Ohio

By Pete RocheB

    Guitar Player: The Inside Story of the First Two Decades of the Most Successful Guitar Magazine Ever
I remember my fi rst copy of Guitar Player.

       It was the February 1988 issue, with a Joe Satriani cover story about his breakthrough album 
Surfi ng With the Alien.  The mag even came with one of Guitar Player’s famed fl exi-discs—those 
malleable, tear-out records with exclusive music by some of the top names in the string-bending biz 
(in this case, Satriani’s “Power Cosmic” and “Crush of Love”). 

       Satriani remembers that issue, too, along with the 1984 issue containing Dan Forte’s gushing review 
of Joe’s then-new EP.  He remembers because the write-up changed his career forever, transforming 
him from a (literally) regular San Francisco Joe making ends meet to the Joe Satriani, guitar hero 
destined for superstardom.  

       The Shockwave Supernova whiz wistfully recalls that initial exposure in Guitar Player: The Inside 
Story of the First Two Decades of the Most Successful Guitar Magazine Ever.  Bassist buddy Bobby 
Vega saw Forte’s article and proffered it to Joe, who at the time was employed as a mild-mannered 
guitar instructor (and moonlighting in bar bands like The Squares).
“It made me feel legit,” writes Satriani in his foreword.  

       That’s because Guitar Player was the forum for serious fretboard freaks, and it was no small 
validation for an aspiring artist to have his (or her) name or face splashed across the magazine’s 
venerable pages.  Even a sidebar mention could result in life-changing repercussions for someone 
like Satriani, who like so many of his contemporaries had grown up reading the rag.    
And it’s not so much about fame or fortune as it is the approbation from one’s plectrum-wielding 
peers.  Duuude, nice job!  
Being in Guitar Player meant you’d made it.   

       Heck, even legendary instrumentalist Les Paul called the periodical “the bible” of practicing pickers 
everywhere.  And non-guitarists knew it, too:  Mick Jagger recruited Satriani for a concert tour after 
reading about Surfi ng in that February ’88 issue.   
       We know how Joe must’ve felt.  Granted, we’re still the unsigned, daydreaming couch noodlers 
we always were, whereas Satriani is a Grammy-nominated guitar guru with fi fteen stellar studio 
albums to his credit and a million fans in his corner.  But we were weaned on Guitar Player, too, 
and (like Joe and countless others) spent our high 
school and college years thumbing through those 
glossy pages for nuggets of whammy-bar wisdom 
from the world’s greatest gunslingers.  
       And just as Joe had been inspired by Jimi 
Hendrix, so too does Satch and his contemporaries 
infl uence us.  

       Guitar Player was (and remains) the best source 
for six-string knowledge outside of the music 
itself, a monthly dose of  unbridled guitar 
passion in print and ongoing chronicle of our 
shared journey to creative catharsis and personal 
fulfi llment through music.  Indeed, that’s why 
publisher Lavaine Vincent “Bud” Eastman called 

it Guitar Player instead of Guitarist.  He didn’t 
want a pretentious title.  He felt we were all just 

normal people bound by our love for a common hobby.  Sure, some of 
the musicians profi led therein were responsible for some extraordinary, otherworldly music—but 
mortals just the same.   
        We’ve seen our share of awesome anniversary issues, wacky one-offs, and checkout aisle 
year-enders extolling the virtues of all the latest trends, hit-making hotshots, and head-turning 
up-and-comers.  At 300-plus pages, Guitar Player: The Inside Story is no run-of-the-mill special 
edition.  Rather, it’s a bona fi de book about the magazine’s fi rst twenty-two years, as written by 
the musically-minded men and women who were there at the beginning to make their rock ‘n’ roll 
fantasies an eye-popping, brain-tickling, fi nger-fl exing reality.
       Edited by Jim Crockett (who mentored under Eastman) and daughter Dara Crockett, the 
handsome Hal Leonard / Backbeat Books retrospect covers the evolution of the mag from modest 
40-page bimonthly (and $40,000 per annum gross) to 200-plus page monthly with hundreds of 
thousands of avid readers and an impeccable reputation for enthusiastic, insightful journalism (and 
a $15 million yearly take).
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       Joined by Eastman’s widow, Maxine, Crockett writes of parlaying Bud’s humble musical 
instrument store into a publishing proposition that would resonate with players and gear 
manufacturers alike.  We get the lowdown on the setbacks and sacrifi ces (second mortgages, 
skipped lunches, bounced paychecks) that beset the three-room offi ce in Los Gatos, where 
Crockett and company struggled to feed their families whilst securing excusive stories and 
candid interviews—and sponsors. 
       As the ‘60s give way to the swinging ‘70s (and big ‘80s) and guitar titans like Chet Atkins 
make room for the Eric Claptons and Eddie Van Halens of the world, so too does the working 
dynamic change at GPI.  Readers get the inside story on the cultural upheaval and commercial 
stratifi cation through the testimony of dozens of key employees, whose candid commentary 
paints a picture of a laid-back but ambitious environs where folks put in a lot of rough working 
hours—but played hard, too.  
       “Until you see 11,000 magazines stacked up in a small room, you have no idea what you’re 
up against,” writes Crockett, who taught TV and radio at the University of Idaho before heading 
West to freelance.
         But the efforts pay off fast, in cool connections if not cash: Crockett says he interviewed 
both rocker Terry Kath (Chicago) and classicist Andres Segovia (who made him tea) during his 
fi rst afternoon on the job.  
       The input from others echoes Crockett:  Editors, writers, photographers, designers, and 
marketers all attest to the fraternal vibe that got them through any rough pages.  Before long, 
GPI had a huge staff, a softball and baseball team, an in-house news magazine, and a plush 
purple frog for a mascot.  After a busy day typesetting (or cutting galleys with X-acto knives), 
the crew unwound as most guitarists would…by jamming.  Rare photos give readers inside 
glimpses of fun times with Jerry Garcia, B.B. King, Frank Zappa, and Jeff Beck.  Maybe Chick 
Corea would stop in to say hello.
“That’s just the kind of place it was,” says Chris Ledgerwood.
        Jas Obrecht recalls dressing for his earliest job interviews in a three-piece suit, only to be 
shot down.  For his Guitar Player interview he went way casual…and was hired by a barefoot 
Don Menn.  Obrecht reveals that John Lee Hooker was his favorite celebrity interview.  His 
worst?  George Thorogood, whose guitar chops were overshadowed by a monstrous ego.
“The mission and values were unshakeable,” attest Roger Siminoff. 
       There’s a scrapbook worth of period snapshots of GPI employees in their 20s and 30s—
with many fascinatingly juxtaposed by photos of the same individuals today, posed with family 
and friends.  One suddenly gets the sense that hey, all these columnists I’ve been reading over 
the years…they’re ordinary people too, with real-world problems and concerns.    
“You had to be prepared, like a boy scout,” writes hirsute Steve Rosen.
Other tips for budding young journalists?  Be unique—but be reader-friendly.  
“”Your job is not to be the celebrity’s friend,” chimes Phil Hood.  “Your job is to be a friend of 
your reader.”
        Rosen gives a good example of this approach:  “If I wasn’t sitting here with John Entwistle 
(The Who), what would I want to ask him?”
        Other staff contributors include Tom Wheeler, John Lescroart, Dennis Fullerton, Jim Hatlo, 
Dominic Milano, Bill Yaryan, Cheryl Matthews, Janine Cooper, Jim Aikin, Joe Gore, and Peggy 
Shea.  Rick Eberly, Neil Zlozower, and other expert photographers share some of their favorite 
images from the era, with several familiar faces (Yngwie Malmsteen, Jimmy Page, Ritchie 
Blackmore, etc.) popping up, their inimitable styles captured for posterity.
        Naturally, the book calls upon a who’s-who of guest guitarists and former columnists, with 
Steve Howe, Pat Metheny, Frank Gambale, Joe Perry, Eric Johnson, Mike Varney, Mick Jones, 
John McLaughlin, Craig Chaquico, Steve Morse, and others looking back on their Guitar Player 
tenure.  Steve Vai expresses gratitude for the magazine coverage that scored him an acting gig in 
Crossroads and a spot in David Lee Roth’s virtuosic rock ensemble (with bassist Billy Sheehan, 
who likewise checks in).
       “Everyone was enthusiastic about contributing,” refl ects Vai.  “It changed the landscape of 
my career.”
       Featured advertisers include Dunlop, D’Addario, Seymour-Duncan, Carvin, Mel Bay, 
Gretsch, and Dean Markley.  There’s even a cool gatefold reprint of the 1987 “Angel Landing” 
ad Vai did for Ibanez.
       Crockett reports that Eastman insisted all ads be music-related so as to appeal directly to 
their readers.  It was just one of the many suggestions at Guitar Player that went from light-bulb 
epiphany to industry standard.
       And that’s what makes Guitar Player: The Inside Story so intriguing.  The Crocketts 
transport you back in time, escort you through their clubhouse, introduce you to the gang, and 
discuss how they mixed business and pleasure just like garrulous old friends nursing beers at the 
local tavern.  It’s this sense of culture, camaraderie, and creative vision that made Guitar Player 
special…and this book such a wonderful coffee table commemorative.  
Guitar Player: The Inside Story is available at Amazon.
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over the holidays, 
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        New Celtic Nations Society of Northern Ohio to hold 
open house Jan 30th
      For many, many years Northern Ohio has been 
called a “Melting Pot”, full of the rich traditions 
and lore of its peoples that have traveled here from 
beyond the seas and our shores. The ethnic diversity 
of the region is one of great pride for those who have 
come from Europe, Asia, Africa and all points of the 
compass. It is with these great traditions in mind that 
we announce the newest organization to reach out those 
that have brought their history here to us. 
Many people have been saying that they would like to 
see a Celtic Club here in Northern Ohio, and so we are 
pleased and proud to announce the launch of a new organization; the Celtic Nations Society of 
Northern Ohio. The Society has been formed to give recognition to the history and heritage of 
the Seven Celtic Nations; Brittany, Cornwall, Galicia, Ireland, Isle of Man, Scotland and Wales, 
and to provide a social & educational organization for its Membership.
      Founded as a social organization the Society will bring focus to the Heritage, History, 
Music and Customs of all of the Celtic Nations. Membership will be open to Citizens and 
descendants of the Celtic Nations! Individual, Family, and Corporate Membership information 
will be available at our Open House.
      On Saturday, January 30th, 2016 the Society will host an informational Open House at 
Red, Wine and Brew, 9620 Old Johnnycake Ridge Road, in Mentor, Ohio from 4 – 8 PM. 
Membership information will be available as will the Society’s Offi cers and Members to 
answer your questions about the Society. Food will be provided and there will be a cash bar 
available. Celtic entertainment will take place throughout the evening with music provided by 
Plaid Sabbath and featuring a special performance by The Black Sheep Pipes & Drums and 
Highland Dancing by the Jenny May School of Highland Dance! More acts to be announced 
soon!
      Founders look forward to the Open House and to meeting with those interested in becoming 
a part of this new and energetic organization!  See you at Red, Wine & Brew!
 For further information Contact the Society at:
CNSONO.Info@gmail.com

Vinyl Party explores resurgence of records
Spin, sell, buy your favorite LPs at The Lodge on Feb. 6

       The Saturday, Feb. 6, 2016, 
Conversation in the Lobby will be 
a record swap/show and two-hour 
presentation on the resurgence of the 
long-play album, or “vinyl.”
      Doors to the event open at noon 
for two hours of buying, selling 
and swapping records. There is no 
fee for dealers to participate in this 
event. Individuals, record stores and 
even fl ea market vendors who have 
records (45 and 33 rpm) to sell may 
bring them to The Lodge to sell to the 
general public and our Conversation 

in the Lobby guests. Turntables, all-in-one phonograph units and similar equipment related to 
records is welcome, as well.

 Photo: Adam Oxley of B-Side Music
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      Please do not bring CDs, DVDs or other instances of digital media to sell. This is strictly a 
vinyl retro event.
From 2 to 4 p.m., Andrew Oxley, owner of B-Side Records in Ashtabula, will explore the 
resurgence of vinyl in a program that will include the following topics, and more:
Why vinyl has become popular again;
What vintage albums bring the highest prices, and why;
Which records to keep, which records to sell;
Equipment choices for the novice vinyl collector;
Maintenance of equipment, care of your albums;
Who’s releasing on vinyl these days;
The local vinyl scene.
        At the conclusion of Oxley’s comments, guests will have the opportunity to play a cut from 
their favorite album and share what it means to them. Bring your LPs that you listened to while 
dating, studying in your college dorm or continue to enjoy, and share your vinyl story.
B-Side is providing the equipment for the event.
       Buying, selling and swapping will continue until 6 p.m. with dealers and individuals. 
There is a $5 admission fee for the event. The Lodge offers a lunch menu that participants can 
take advantage of either before or after the Conversation.
       Registration is requested, regardless if you are a dealer or individual. Please call 440-576-
3768, to register. You also may send an email to cefeather@ashtabulacounty.us to register. The 
$5 fee will be collected at the door.
The Lodge and Conference Center is located at the intersection of routes 534 and 531, at the 
west end of The Strip, Geneva-on-the-Lake. 

Geneva Winterfest February 6th
       Are you feeling the winter blues?  What is there to do?  Come and join us at the Geneva 
Winterfest held in histor ic downtown of Geneva, Ohio on Saturday, February 6th.  
        The festival kicks off with the Miss Winterfest Pageant held at Geneva High School on 
January 30th and crowing of the new queen and court (see registration form for more details). 
The newly crowned court and the outgoing court will welcome the community at the Fire & 
Ice held on Friday, February 5th at 7pm at the Rotary Pavilion on East Main Street.  Fire & Ice 
is a spectacular event with hot chocolate, Fire Dancers and Ice Carving - bring the family and 
enjoy this event.  On Saturday, February 6th the festivities will start off with the annual Pancake 
Breakfast at the Geneva Methodist Church, new this year is the Craft Show at the Community 
Center.  The parade steps off at Noon with the Chili Cook-off immediately following in the 
Depot Parking lot along with Bissell Maple Farms and Ashtabula Rod & Gun Club.  Many other 
great events include fi re safety, hot coco and Dunkin Donuts Munchkins at the Fire Station.  The 
recreation center will host a youth coco and canvas class, crafts, Jungle Terry, bake sale and 
much more.  The United Church will have live entertainment to include the Geneva Image and 
the Erie Heights Band.  Windows on Pairings, Earth’s Natural Treasures and Luisa’s Mexican 
Grill will also be hosting events as well along with many of the downtown merchants.
Applications/registration and other information available at www.visitgenevaoh.com 

An Evening with Neil Zaza at Akron Civic Theater
        The Akron Civic theatre’s Club @ the Civic series will presents An Evening with Neal 
Zaza on Saturday, March 12, 2016 at 7:00 PM. 
       Akron’s own Neil Zaza is bringing his melodically charged brand of instrumental guitar 
heroics to the intimate cabaret setting of the Civic stage. Hot off the release of his latest release 
“Peach”, this special performance will feature new material from that project as well as the 
songs and techniques that have made him a defi ning voice of modern day guitar playing around 
the world.
        “I’m so excited to play my hometown and the Akron Civic Theatre in this very intimate 
setting. In that, the band is working up a great new set of tunes drawing from Peach as well as 
hitting all the tunes you already know and hopefully want to hear. I’m especially stoked as given 
the intimate seating and format of the concert; I can really have some fun and tell some stories, 
talk about the tunes and make it a much more personal experience for all in attendance. This is 
going to be a special one!”
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Personal Service 
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AUTO • HOME
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Scott Treen

 ...From Your Favorite
         Insurance Guy!

Happy
NEW YEAR

Sat. Jan. 16
Old Mill Winery

7-11
 

Fri. Jan. 22
Deer’s Leap Winery

7-10
 

Sat. Jan. 30
Redhawk Grille

8:30-12:30

LOST SHEEP BAND

www.lostsheepband.com

since the re-opening. Recently 
North Coast Voice had the 
opportunity to catch up with 
Nate Rockwell and run a few 
questions by him about the 
new location:

NCV: Why did you decide to 
make the move?
We loved our location at 
the old Hulbert’s but it had 
plenty of drawbacks for our 
particular operation.  With 
the high volumes of food we 
prepare and serve, having 
our coolers located on the 

second fl oor was a real problem for the kitchen staff, and I was very 
concerned about one of the cooks or managers (or myself) getting 
badly injured bringing one of the 50+ pound boxes of meat or 
produce down  the stairs.
Most importantly though, this new location was all about opportunity.  
It is really the best space in Ashtabula Harbor for a venue like 
ours, between the river view from all three fl oors, the giant outdoor 
patio, the banquet facility, and the room for a stage for our live 
entertainment . . . it was really a no-brainer for us.  And because it 
wasn’t built out yet, we got to install the very best and most effi cient 
infrastructure possible.

NCV: How long did it take?
We initially planned to be closed up for only one month, but one of 
the people who was contracted to do an install fi nished over 2 full 
months behind schedule.  That put us behind a full month as well.  
The planning to fi nd a new (permanent) spot began way back in 
2014, and the decision that the spot would be the old Harbor Topky 
Hardware was made in February of 2015.

NCV: What setbacks did you encounter with the move?
The only real setback was one of the installations going two months 
past its scheduled completion.  The move itself and the inspection 

BRIQUETTES SMOKEHOUSE 
MOVES to NEW LOCATION
          
      They say that “the third time’s a charm”, an expression 
that alludes to the belief that under English law, anyone who 
survived three attempts at hanging would be set free. Briquettes 
Smokehouse, known for their authentic Southern barbecue 
and craft beer, has moved lock, stock, and barrel to their third 
location since opening in 2009, and it seems this one may be 
permanent. 
          Briquettes is owned by Nate Rockwell and John Senger. 
Rockwell, originally from Erie, has been cooking for thirty 
years. He started out working all the franchises and gained 
experience in farm to table scratch cooking in Southern Georgia. 
He managed the family-owned Calimari’s 
in Erie from 1999 to 2004, and credits 
that experience with helping him develop 
his business philosophy. Senger attended 
the Pittsburgh Culinary Institute and was 
executive chef at Yankee Rebel.
          Rockwell discovered Ashtabula 
Harbor while visiting the area in 2004. He 
still remembers his fi rst view of the harbor 
while on East 6th Street going over the 
Norfolk/Southern Bridge. He fell in love 
with the quaintness and picturesque charm 
of the locale (and with his wife Elisabeth, 
whom he met and married here.) The couple 
now have three children – Ophelia, Amara, 
and Orion.
          Rockwell served as executive chef 
at several area restaurants, including the 
historic Unionville Tavern, and Bridge Street Bistro, which closed 
in 2008. He had always dreamed of having his own restaurant, and 
devised a business plan while helping start up Martini’s, where John 
Senger also worked.  
          The two chefs founded Briquettes in June of 2009 and opened 
the doors at the old Rennick’s Meat Market at 1104 Bridge Street. The 
smell of delicious Southern-style barbecue, smoked in-house, low and 
slow, over seasoned cherry wood, wafted through the neighborhood. 
Word spread about the delectable yet reasonably priced cuisine, and 
soon the place was packed. The business quickly outgrew the location, 
which seated only 38 patrons.  
          Senger and Rockwell moved across the street, to the former 
Hulbert’s restaurant, which had been previously purchased and 
renovated by Tom Picken, the retired founder of Picken’s Plastics. 
Their new location had seating for about 105, and enough room for 
a full-service bar, including wine, crafted house specialty drinks, 
and top-shelf bourbon and scotch, along with the specialty craft and 
micro-brew beers they were already known for. The food menu was 
greatly expanded to include entrée salads, melt sandwiches, a larger 
entrée and sandwich selection, and new dessert choices. 
          Now Briquettes has moved again, after being closed for about 
two months, during which time they were surely missed by many 
along Bridge Street. The new venue, at 405 Morton Drive, (next to the 
Coast Guard station) has been fi lled to capacity just about every night 
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process went pretty much exactly as planned (we have had some practice at that part, hehe).

NCV: What advantages does the new location have over the old one?
The new building has the premier view of the Ashtabula River, the Lighted Lift Bridge, all of 
the boat traffi c, and a gorgeous view out to the lake from the 2nd and 3rd fl oors.  We installed 
the most powerful yet effi cient exhaust systems (no more smoke in the dining room) and walk-
in cooler/freezer units on the market, which pair nicely with our extremely sophisticated glycol 
draft system and in house nitrogen extraction and storage unit (all fancy jargon to say that we 
pour a damn good draft).  The new space has allowed us to separate the smaller “family” dining 
area from the “pub room” so folks that do not feel comfortable in a “bar atmosphere” can feel 
more comfortable dining on the fi rst fl oor.  The separation between the two styles of atmosphere 
also fi ts nicely with our love for live music since the “family area” is separated by an insulated 
ceiling which keeps the party upstairs.  The building has two ground fl oor, handicap accessible 
entrances (1st and 2nd fl oor) and restrooms on every fl oor.  The HVAC units are all brand new 
and will help keep you cool in the summer and warm in the winter.  And fi nally, we will now be 
able to offer the outdoor dining everyone seems to have wanted on Bridge St. for many years!

NCV: What is the history of the new building?
The building was the location of the warehouse portion of the old Harbor Topky Harware - 
which I hear from old-timers - you could fi nd anything you could possibly need at.  The story I 
have been told is that the hardware store specialized in nautical gear (rope, chains, anchors, sail 
fabric, etc.).  The building has random doors on all three fl oors that used to connect it to a large 
wooden building that stood where the patio now is, and the odd second story doors on Harbor 
Perk, Carlisle’s, and DeFina’s also had cat-walks connecting our building to the buildings that 
had frontage on Bridge Street.

NCV: What is your musical vision for the new Briquettes?  
One of the hardest realizations that I had was that (whether by choice or necessity) I am a lousy 
booking agent and an even worse promoter of live music.  It’s almost ironic considering my love 
for live music and natural ability as a restaurant marketer.  Once I realized that I was not going 

to be able to continue effi ciently booking and handed over the responsibility to Mike Edgerly, I 
immediately realized what a good move it was.  We are now going to be having a much larger 
variety of different musicians, different musical styles, and even some nationally touring acts.  
We will still be seeing most of our old friends in the local music community, and I did ask Mike 
to keep them in very regular rotation, but I am extremely pleased at what a great job he did 
getting all the new people lined up.  Over the next six months we will be seeing new acts that 
include Justin Moyer, Doug Phillips, Matty B, Amy Shallenberger, and The Might Sea.  One 
of the fun things Mike and I decided to do is to ask the performers to attempt booking “double 
headers” where they will host the open mic night and have the chance to meet our friends, get a 
feel for the venue, and promote their return the next night for their live Saturday performance.  
When the weather cooperates in the Summer months, we hope to be able to move the show 
outside onto the patio and turn up the volume a little bit.
Musicians interested in booking should visit www.mediamanifesto.info for more information.  
The schedule for the shows is also listed at the website under the site map.
          Rockwell and his staff cook over hardwood lump charcoal, make their own sauces and 
rubs, and smoke the meats over locally harvested timbers. To enhance the authentic barbecue 
experience, they offer fresh-squeezed lemonade, home-made sweet tea, and spindle-made 
malted milkshakes. They grow their own produce and buy meat from local farmers. They hire 
local entertainment and display the work of local artists upon their walls.
          Rockwell is dedicated to the idea of making his second home of Ashtabula Harbor a 
better place to live and keeping people in town. So far his dynamic appears to be working out 
just fi ne. Briquettes has established a loyal regular clientele, as well as drawing patrons from 
Cleveland and Erie who make the restaurant their destination.    
          The story of Briquettes Smokehouse is one of a simple formula – beer, barbecue, and 
music – along with great atmosphere and a competent, friendly staff. It also reads like a Horatio 
Alger story – the classic American “rags to riches” success story of a young man with a dream 
who, through hard work and perseverance (and a little bit of luck) attained his goals. Sounds 
like nothin’ but good times in store at Briquettes Smokehouse! 

See the venue information and music listings below.
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           Tyler turns “red”
         On Monday, Jan 4th Aerosmith lead singer Steven 
Tyler released a new single, “Red White And You.”
        The song is from his fi rst solo disc, presumably 
dropping sometime this year on Dot Records, a 
subsidiary of Big Machine Label Group. Tyler wrote 
the song with Nathan Barlowe, Levi Hummon and Jon 
Vella. Dann Huff produced the song along with Tyler.
        Tyler utilizes mandolin to kick off the melodic 
song, which clocks in at 3:06. The tune then takes a 
more upbeat rock beat with his vocals kept high in the 
mix.
       Tyler’s fi rst single, “Love Is Your Name,” was 
released in May 2015 and reached 19 on the Billboard 
charts. Tyler has been working on his country disc for about one year, which is when he moved 
to Nashville.

Kelley drives debut home in February
       Charles Kelley of Lady Antebellum will release his 

debut solo album, “The Driver,” on Feb. 5 on Capitol 
Records Nashville.

        The nine-track disc has already received a Grammy 
nomination for its lead single/title track, which features 
Dierks Bentley and Eric Paslay. Kelley also covers Tom 
Petty’s “Southern Accents” with Stevie Nicks helping 
out.

       There was no word on tour dates. Kelley cancelled his 
touring in December with no reason given.

        “At fi rst, it was really weird to go in the booth and be 
like, ‘Where’s Hillary? Where’s Dave?’ But it was very 
exciting to be the leader in there and go, ‘This is it, I’m 
doing this,’” Kelley said. “It was the most fun I’ve had 
in the studio because everything felt new again. It took 
me out of my comfort zone.”

       The disc emerged from the studio in the back of 
producer Paul Worley’s offi ces. Satisfi ed with the fi rst 

studio go-round, Kelley and Worley made plans to reconvene a few months later, where they 
came out with “Dancing Around It.” The second session also included “Leaving Nashville,” a 
song about the ups and downs, heartaches and disappointments, of life as a songwriter.
      Three fi nal songs were cut later in the year. “Round in Circles,” marks the fi rst time that 
Charles and his brother, Josh Kelley, recorded together since Josh’s early work. Miranda 
Lambert appears on “I Wish You Were Here” and the very last song recorded, “The Only One 
Who Gets Me,” the fi st time Kelley has written a song specifi cally for and about his wife, 
Cassie.
     “While so many of these songs are something I specifi cally can relate to, it really is all of 
our story,” added Kelley. “It is a pure musical left turn, to take myself out of my own head and 
bring in a fresh perspective when we go back in to make the next Lady Antebellum record.”
Fans can receive as an instant download of the title track alongside an additional track each 
Friday leading into release with an iTunes pre-order purchase.

jewelsdancehall

"The Most Fun You Can Have with Your Boots On"

www.jewelsdancehallandsaloon.com

Must Be 21 and Over

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 3pm-6pm

Now Open 7 Days-a-Week!
440-275-5332

Thursdays @ 9pm: Queen of Hearts Drawing
Sundays @ 7pm: King of Clubs Drawing

Live Music 
Fri. & Sat. 
9:30-1:30

January 15/16: American Ride
January 22/23: Redneck Inc.
January 29/30: Rough Cut
February 5/6: Hill-Top Honey
February 12/13: New Direction

Wednesday
Line Dance

Lessons with
Dee 6:30-9:30

Thursday
Karaoke 7-11

50¢ Wings
Free Pool

OPEN MIC
MONDAYS

7:30-10:30
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Shelton plans new sounds
        Blake Shelton hopes to have 
a new single out this month with a 
new full-length dropping in May.
      Shelton told Lon Shelton 
in a Country Countdown USA 
interview that 2015 was the 
“greatest year of my life.” The 
year also saw him divorce 
Miranda Lambert.
      “I hope to have a new single 
out in January. I want to get it out 
there. It’s driving me nuts to not 
be already into that project because it’s all I’m thinking about.”
      “I hope the album can come out in May, and people can be knowing, if they’re interested, 
what I’ve been going through, the good and bad.”
      “All the awful things that happened in my personal life (in 2015), but the way the year has 
ended is also the greatest year in my life,” he told Helton.
“I better not talk about that just yet, but sometimes you don’t know who’s in your life that can 
save you,” he said, an apparent reference to girlfriend Gwen Stefani without naming her. “ I 
found some people in my life that have changed my life forever. Some has been bad, and some 
that’s been pretty good. I’m doing what I’m supposed to do, and that’s put all I’ve gone through 
and put it into music, and I never felt more connected to a record before. When people hear this 
record, they may not know what happened to me, but they’re gonna know how I felt about it. 
And that’s exciting for me, to just lay it out there for people.”
Shelton’s current single, “Gonna,” came out in August 2015.

Rhett, Stapleton chart rule continues
        Thomas Rhett and Chris Stapleton continued their domination of the Billboard charts. 
Rhett led the Billboard Hot Country Songs chart for the week ending Jan. 16 with “Die a Happy 
Man.” Stapleton’s “Traveller” topped the Top Country Albums chart.
        Carrie Underwood was second behind Stapleton with “Greatest Hits: Decade #1.” Luke 
Bryan and Sam Hunt stayed three-four with “Kill the Lights” and “Montevallo” respectively. 
Underwood also was fi fth with “Storyteller.”
       Chris Young was at 8, up 3 with “I’m Comin’ Over.” Chris Janson jumped 7 to 11 with 
“Buy Me a Boat.” Zac Brown Band was at 12, up 5, with “Jekyll + Hyde.” Old Dominion’s 
debut, “Meat And Candy” was at 14, moving up 9. Florida Georgia Line’s “Anything Goes” 
shifted up 7 spots to 15. Kenny Rogers was 17th with “Once Again It’s Christmas,” up 3.
       Brantley Gilbert was 21st with “Just As I Am,” up 3. Kelsea Ballerini was also up 3, to 22, 
with “The First Time.” Brett Eldredge climbed from 30 to 23 with “”Illinois.” Maddie & Tae 
were at 24, up 4, with “Start Here.” Kacey Musgraves jumped 12 to 25 with “Pageant Material.”
The top fi ve songs remained the same on the songs chart with Rhett followed by Hunt’s “Break 
Up in a Small Town” in second, Cam’s “Burning House” third; Bryan’s “Home Alone Tonight” 
featuring Karen Fairchild fourth and Young’s “I’m Comin’ Over” fi fth.
      Bryan also was 10th with “Strip It Down,” up 3. Ballerini was up 4 to 12 with “Dibs.” 
Underwood’s new single, “Smoke Break” climbed 5 to 16.
      On the Bluegrass Albums chart, Steve Martin & Edie Brickell continued their domination 
with “So Familiar.” The “Jackie & Ryan” soundtrack was second. Punch Brothers were third 
and fourth with “The Phosphorescent Blues” and “The Wireless” EP. The SteelDrivers were fi fth 
with “The Muscle Shoals Recordings.”
      On the overall top 200, Stapleton was 12th, Hunt 15th, Bryan 25th, Rhett 28th and 
Underwood’s “Greatest Hits” 34th. The Top 200 and country albums charts utilized different 
criteria.
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By Pete RocheBy Pete RocheB

Saturday, Jan. 30th
Brennan's

Ashtabula Harbor
8 to 11

The Smell of Punk.

   L iv ing Colour
       Cable television still hadn’t reached our neck of the woods by 1988, but my buddy Tom and I were 
able to tune into the latest musical trends on MTV at our girlfriend’s houses.  Sometime near the end of 
our junior year in high school we were just hanging out on a Friday night at one of the girl’s homes, and 
we turned MTV on for background music.  
      We were drawn to the screen (and speakers) when Living Colour’s “Cult of Personality” was 
broadcast.  Vernon Reid’s ferocious guitar riff sounded like some warning message transmitted from a 
hostile alien planet, while Corey Glover’s vocals blended Robert Plant swagger with Memphis spirit and 
Motown soul.  The band’s visual aesthetic was just as riveting.  We were two skinny white boys who loved 
hair metal a la Van Halen and Def Leppard; we weren’t accustomed to African-American musicians in 
Technicolor spandex blaring guitar-powered hard rock.  
      We should have known better.  Thanks to Living Colour, it wasn’t long before we got hip to the 
glorious non-Caucasian cacophony of Bad Brains, Fishbone, Parliament / Funkadelic, Stevie Salas 
Colorcode, and Greg Howe.
      We picked up copies of Living Colour’s then-new album, Vivid, on cassette and determined to see the 
band live in concert after plans for a North American tour were announced.  Sure enough, they scheduled 
a date at Phantasy Theatre in Lakewood…and booked an in-store preshow appearance that same afternoon 
(April 18, 1989) at the Camelot Records in Westgate Mall.
      Tom and I hopped in his not-so-trusty lime-green Chevy Nova after our fi nal class that magical day and zipped 
straight out to Rocky River.  Surprisingly, there weren’t many folks queued at the Camelot to welcome the band, whose members sat at a folding 
table near the storefront alongside a promotional display for Vivid.  
      This meant we had more time to chat with Reid, Glover, and the guys—all of whom graciously autographed our Vivid J-cards and signed our 
school steno books.
“Peace of Pi 2 U,” wrote drummer Will Calhoun, etching the symbols for peace and pi on our algebra pad in red Sharpie.
     I was only sixteen or seventeen back then, but already a big enough music afi cionado and broadminded enough (despite myself) to realize that 
pigmentation ain’t important when it comes to catchy melodies and irresistible rhythms, and that skin tone will always take a back seat to guitar 
tone (or, better yet, be jettisoned from the car straightaway).  Complexion tops a long list of things rock and roll just doesn’t give a shit about.  I 
loved Prince and Bob Marley and Stevie Wonder as much as Sting and Billy Joel and Howard Jones.  Lenny Kravitz’ Let Love Rule and Peter 
Tosh’s No Nuclear War were on heavy rotation on my Magnavox.
      I was familiar with “Voodoo Child” and “Purple Haze,” but Jimi Hendrix was way before my time.  It took someone like Vernon Reid to come 
along and riff his way into my skull (and heart) with the titanic tunes on Vivid, Type, and Stain 
to truly bring such lessons to life.  From then on I knew—really knew—that shred guitar wasn’t 
exclusive to young, Clearasil-crimping Irish and Italian white dudes any more than funk and soul 
belonged solely to blacks and Latinos (The Red Hot Chili Peppers would drive that point home 
shortly thereafter, with Mother’s Milk and Blood Sugar Sex Magik).
      The quartet’s dedication to muscular, 

musical diversity earned them a pair of 
Grammys for Best Hard Rock Performance 
(1989 and 1990) and coveted slots opening 
for 
The Rolling Stones (whose Mick Jagger co-
produced Vivid) and Guns ‘n’ Roses.

      Camelot is gone, bulldozed with the rest 
of Westgate, and the lime-green Chevy 
Nova has ascended to that junkyard in the 
sky.  Tom and I graduated high school (and 
college, and grad school) and are now both 
married with children.  But the music lives 
on:  Living Colour’s and our own.  We still 
jam out on guitar and bass (with drummer 
friend Dave), and our kids have caught our 
incurable cases of rockin’ pneumonia.  

       Indeed, Tuesday’s cranium-rocking concert at Music Box Supper Club was our 11-year old 
son’s second ride on the Vivid-go-round. 
      Junior (an unapologetic WWE buff) was introduced to the ferocious foursome vis-à-vis 
wrestling superstar CM Punk, who’d appropriated the band’s signature hit as his entrance theme.  
So we invited him to accompany us to Canton this past August, when Living Colour “talked right 
down to Earth” with Aerosmith at a Pro Football Hall of Fame stadium gig. 
      He agreed this engagement was better, even if only because it afforded L.C. twice as much 
time to rock out.
      The band’s December 29th headliner on the Flats’ West Bank was also a decidedly smaller 
affair, but had all the energy of that summer soiree and then some.  Taking the stage with a 
muscular “Middle Man” and uppity “Go Away,” Reid, Glover, and co. proceeded to take Supper 
Club patrons as (willing) prisoners of their volume and virtuosity for the next hundred minutes.  
      “Lemmy said it’s all rock ‘n’ roll,” Reid quoted the legendary Motorhead bassist, who passed 
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Bridal Fair

Feb. 21, 2016
The Spire Institute

in Geneva
Banquet Center

Doors open at 11am and we
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Enjoy the
Runway Fashion Show
by Expressions Bridal

(located on Mentor Avenue in Mentor) 
Keep listening for more info and how to get your tickets!
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String Prices

In-Store Repairs
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Karaoke Equipment

Lighting Products
Yorkville Amps

Guitars & Bases

Lowest in Town!

1493 Mentor Ave.

440.352.8986
Painesville Commons Shopping Center

WE BUY USED GEAR
Lessons: Guitar, Bass, Banjo

Mandoline & Piano

away Monday.
       “The last time I saw him, it was here at the Rock Hall for a Chuck Berry tribute concert. He 
never forgot where it all came from.”
       Living Colour haven’t forgotten their roots, either:  The New York natives packed plenty of 
punk, funk, and fusion into a dozen songs, often transforming four-minute recorded versions into 
rousing eight-minute extravaganzas replete with unexpected instrumental twists and vocal turns.
       In addition to Lemmy Kilmister, the affair was also dedicated to Tamir Rice, the Cleveland 
boy shot and killed by police last fall outside Cuddell Recreation Center. 
      Tensions mounted downtown at the Cuyahoga County Justice Center this week after a grand 
jury voted to not indict the offi cers involved in Rice’s death.
     That news wasn’t lost on the band, whose already socially-conscious lyrics took on palpable 
profundity when delivered by the multi-octave Glover.  Community awareness anthem “Open 
Letter to a Landlord” veered from poignant ballad to burly rocker—and then to an a cappella 
showcase during which Glover deliberately strayed from his mic to belt from his gut, ad-libbing 
(“You’ve got a right to fi ght for your neighborhood”) and improvising (“You’ve got to protect 
the children”).  He nearly shattered the Music Box windows with his upper-register shrieks. 
Reid was less subtle (if soft-spoken) about the Rice fi asco.
      “A twelve-year old should not be shot by cops,” he deadpanned after Glover’s gospel-
charged display.  
       “It’s not a black thing.  It’s an everybody thing.  You’ve got to change it,” the guitarist 
implored (and repeated).  “The police work for you.”
       As if to underscore the message, the band ripped into the staccato stutter of “Type,” a 1990 
entry chronicling the plight of the “children of concrete and steel” who reside in “a place where 
the truth is concealed.”  The band’s incendiary metal spin on Notorious Big B-side “Who Shot 
Ya?” morphed Biggie’s rap rivalry sit-rep into a culture-wide query on fascism and protest. 
       The playlist was curiously devoid any tracks from Collideoscope (2003) and The Chair in 
the Doorway (2009)—not that we overheard anyone bemoaning the abundance of Vivid and 
Time’s Up hits.  Wielding a golden Paul Reed Smith guitar, Reid unleashed razor-sharp riffs and 
bristling scales on “Desperate People” and “Ignorance is Bliss,” and leisurely depressed foot 
pedals to trigger various effects (skids, screeches, space noise) from a Roland VG-99 guitar 
modeler. 
       Wimbish’s solo incorporated several styles and techniques, weaving his fl uid classical runs, 
pretty arpeggios, two-handed tapping, and aggressive slap / pop into a compact-but-impressive 
ten-minute showcase.  The babushka bassist began with an understated, melancholy jazz bit, the 
measures of which he recorded with an electronic effect so he could loop them back and play 
over them (and effectively accompany himself).
       Wimbish alternated between four and fi ve-string Spectors throughout, but on a couple 
numbers (as on “Love Rears Its Ugly Head”), he switched to a ¾ scale instrument that looked 
more like a giant ukulele than an acoustic bass. 
       Ska-tinged “Funny Vibe” poked fun (and vented some furor) at old-world prejudices.  Reid 
said the song came to him after a white woman inexplicably cowered from him at a department 
store, clutching her purse against any designs he might’ve had on it, at least in her mind.  
       Reid joked he could tell which ladies in the audience had been dragged to the concert by 
overzealous husbands and boyfriends:
       “I can read your micro-expressions,” the guitarist teased, emulating the vacant stare of the 
disinterested.    
       But everyone was interested when “Cult of Personality” dropped late in the set (around 
10:15pm), prompting mass fi st-pumps and head-banging.  
       Calhoun spiced his kinetic drum solo with fi lls and samples on an electronic percussion 
pad, then—by way of cool-down—took to a pair of brushes on “Solace of You.”  The frenetic 
“Time’s Up” segued into a soulful romp through James Brown classic “Get Up / Sex Machine.”    
       Outlaws I & I opened up at just past eight, warming Cleveland concertgoers with infectious 
reggae rhythms and island grooves.  The early birds (the dinner crowd) even got a sampling of 
“Stir It Up” during sound check.   
       Spearheaded by charismatic, crimson-capped singer / keyboardist Butchie B, the Northeast 
Ohio reggae vets hypnotized with “Can’t Change the World,” “Give Praise to Rastafari,” and 
“We Are the Outlaws” (featuring a snippet of Rage Against the Machine’s “Bulls on Parade”).
       Guitarist Gino conjured chicka-chicka rhythm chords from a Les Paul, his waist-length 
dreads swaying to Rod Reisman’s Bermuda beats.  But (like Reid) Gino also let loose with a few 
rapid-fi re solos, his torrential notes obfuscating the boundaries between reggae rock and heavy 
metal.    
       Bassist Michael “Chopper” Wasson seamlessly synched with Riesman’s strident meters, his 
low lines ebbing like ocean waves.  Principal keyboardist Eddie Mars manned a double-stacked 
Korg M-1 and Yamaha MO8 synth, his easygoing fi nger jabs adding string and brass sounds to 
the mix.
       The Music Box crowd couldn’t get enough of the Outlaws’ pulsating positivity, calling for 
an encore after the uplifting “Can U Feel It.”  Butchie and friends obliged with the up-tempo 
“Slow Down Woman,” shuffl ing Jimmy Cliff dynamism and Shabba Ranks patois with smooth 
R&B vocal harmonies.
www.livingcolour.com 
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MUSICIANS NIGHT THURSDAYS 9pm

NEVER
A COVER

CHARGE

FRI & SAT
BANDS AT

9PM

FRI. JAN. 15 
BILLY LIKES SODA

SAT. JAN. 16 
THRILL RIDE

FRI. JAN. 22 
T.B.S.

SAT. JAN. 23 
BAD MONKEY

FRI. JAN. 29
SAT 30 ALIAS

This will be one of the fi nal US concerts before Neil leaves out on a three month overseas tour 
starting in China.
      His guitar playing has defi ned modern day instrumental guitar the world over. His melodic 
compositions have not only changed the way musicians play, but what audiences demand out of 
their guitar heroes. To see Ohio native Neil Zaza’s infl uential impact on guitar across the globe, 
merely tune into the legion of thousands of fanatical fans performing his international hit, “I’m 
Alright” on YouTube. Neil’s trademark “singing” and lyrical guitar style is easily recognizable 
and can only belong to one man: Neil Zaza. 
       With limited seating available for this event, this concert is a sure sell out. Don’t miss 
seeing this guitar master in this intimate and up-close setting on the historic Akron Civic 
Theatre stage. Please reserve your seat early.
       Ticket prices are $25. This is a cabaret set up on the beautiful Akron Civic theatre stage, so 
seating will be limited. Tickets are available at the Akron Civic Theatre Box Offi ce, by calling 
(330) 253-2488 or online at www.akroncivic.com, or TicketMaster (1-800-745-3000).  Tickets 
are on sale now.
       The full schedule is available at www.akroncivic.com.  Additional events will be added 
throughout the season.  Tickets and information are available in person at The Civic Box Offi ce 
or by calling 330.253.2488.

Music Box Supper Club
Eagles Tribute by Hotel California
Thursday, January 28th showtime 8:00pm $22 advance $25 day of show
        For almost three decades now HOTEL CALIFORNIA have been recreating the legendary 
sound of THE EAGLES, and thrilling audiences all over the world. The band set the bar in 

1986, and they’ve remained the industry leading substitute for The Eagles ever since. Playing to 
huge outdoor and arena audiences, sharing bills with some of rock’s legends, and going places 
no tribute band has gone before. A long run by any measure, but it begs the question – what 
makes HOTEL CALIFORNIA so special? Well, incredible lead vocal similarity, intensely 
accurate instrumental work, soaring harmonies, and top fl ight live performances, just for 
starters. These are the band’s hallmarks, and the foundation on which their reputation has been 
built. With over a century of collective professional experience in the band today, they’re still 
going stronger than ever in 2014.
        HOTEL CALIFORNIA’s show has evolved into a masterful celebration of The Eagles’ 
music. One of the most game-changing song catalogs in the history of rock n’ roll is performed 
to perfection before your eyes and ears. The band also offers tons of value-added promotional 
support and materials to every client, and the confi dence that industry insiders have in them has 
made HOTEL CALIFORNIA one of the world’s most accomplished tribute productions. You 
can check them out any time you like, but you’ll never want to leave.
       If you love The Eagles, then welcome to the Hotel California – you’ve just found the next-
best thing.
Music Box Supper Club
1148 Main Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44113
www.musicboxcle.com (216) 242-1250
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Ground control to Major Tom….
         He was a pop idol, pantomime, glam rocker, brooding star, charismatic actor, and R&B 
sensation.  David Bowie embraced mutation and metamorphosis like no other performer before 
him, adapting guises and slipping into roles onstage (and off) so convincingly that sometimes 
even he forgot where the lines were drawn.  
        And if there were lines, the chameleonic Bowie would tiptoe over them with a wry smile, 
winking over his shoulder at us with one of his heterochromatic eyes. 
       Born to defy his humble, postwar upbringing, Bowie was a king, queen, and Thin White 
Duke.  He went from pop poster boy to controversial gender-bender to cool cat in fresh 
cut suits.  He could be an effete, waifi sh rock ‘n’ roller or chiseled, comely cosmopolitan, 
depending on his mood.  He could skyrocket his voice to the heavens reduce it to a rumble.  
        Maybe you were never a Bowie fan.  But even Diamond Dog detractors will concede the 
man always challenged listeners to think.  He forced you to feel.  Encouraged you to dance.  

Let’s dance….

        There was no place for ambivalence in Bowie’s world.  Where most musicians adapt to 
their environs, Bowie dared reality to accommodate him.  
And in doing so, his art became iconic.    

        Bowie sold over 140 million records, notched nine platinum albums, and sent a dizzying 
number of singles up the U.K. and U.S. charts over the course of fi ve decades, infl uencing 
countless musicians and artists who followed in his footsteps and marveled his every 
unpredictable move. 

         He dabbled in acoustic and electronica.  
He showered himself with glitter, sported a 

lightning bolt on his face (Aladdin Sane), and 
paraded crewcuts and mullets with equal 

authority.  Never afraid of introspection, 
Bowie underwent a self-imposed 
musical makeover in Berlin for the 
triptych of Low, Heroes, and Lodger 

(1977-1979).     
       Designers adored him for his 

groundbreaking fashion sense and sex 
appeal:  If Bowie ever wore it, it belonged 
in a museum.  His attitude and allure 
made him one of (local photographer 
legend) Janet Macoska’s favorite 
subjects.

That charm never seemed to wear off.  
       From David Bowie (1967), Space 
Oddity (1969), and Hunky Dory (1971) to 
Black Tie, White Noise (1993), Outside 
(1995), and Earthling (1997), the man 
born David Robert Jones in London, 
England was in a constant state of 
reinvention.  

        You know the hits:  “Space 
Oddity,” “Fame,” 

“Changes,” 
“Suffragette City,” 

“Rebel, Rebel,” 
“Modern 
Love,” “Blue 
Jean,” 
“Golden 
Years,” 
“The Jean 
Genie,” 
“Fashion,” 
“Ashes to 

By Pete Roche

Ashes,” and “Heroes.”  There’s a reason few artists in rock are more covered than Bowie.
       Just last week—on the occasion of his 69th birthday—David Bowie released his 25th studio 
album, the acclaimed Blackstar.
        It’s just like the ever-ch-ch-changing Bowie to have waged a secret war on cancer.  Just 
like him to keep news of his suffering from his fans—not to spite them but spare them—and 
instead channel his remaining energy into writing a fi nal opus.
       Prophetically, the fi rst single from Bowie’s new disc is titled “Lazarus.”  Apparently, Bowie 
saw the end coming.  

We didn’t.  
Oh baby, just you shut your mouth….

        We were shocked by his death, but we’re not at all surprised that the 1996 Rock and Roll 
Hall of Famer spent his last precious breaths in front of a microphone.
         Does Ziggy Stardust have a glam-rock resurrection up his sleeves?  Who knows.  But 
Bowie will always be with us.
        He had the moves like Jagger—and sang with him, too, (“Dancing in the Streets”).  He 
wrote and sang with Iggy Pop and Trent Reznor.  His duet with Freddie Mercury and Queen 
(“Under Pressure”) is an FM classic, and his Christmas crooning with Bing Crosby (“Little 
Drummer Boy / Peace on Earth”) remains a personal holiday fave.     
        Bowie captivated on the theatre stage (The Elephant Man) and movie screen, too.  I loved 
him in Nicolas Roeg’s The Man Who Fell to Earth, and my eleven-year old son dug him in 
Labyrinth—the 1986 Jim Henson fantasy wherein Bowie’s Jareth bullies Jennifer Connelly’s 
fair maiden.  He still runs around the house singing the Goblin King’s “Magic Dance.” 

Like Bowie, my kid knows a good melody when he hears it.

        Our initial encounters with the Starman came in the early ‘80s, when he bounced into the 
MTV era with Let’s Dance.  Sure, we had a vague awareness of who Bowie was at the time 
(Turn to the left!)—but it wasn’t until The Buggles’ Age of Plastic that a fi fth-grader could fully 
appreciate how musical genius looked on a TV screen.  
Turn and face the strange….
        From there it was on to the Eastern pop of “China Girl” and throwback Stax sounds 
of “Modern Love.”  Later (in the ‘90s), the tech-savvy Bowie traded the guitar stylings of 
Mick Ronson and SRV for the guitar noir of Reeves Gabrels.  The unorthodox arrangements, 
electronic samples, and Steinberger trans-trem of “Heart’s Filthy Lesson,” “Little Wonder,” and 
“I’m Afraid of Americans” still spook today.    
       We once read in an interview that—for all his tweaking and tinkering—Bowie preferred 
writing on either piano or unplugged guitar.  If a song didn’t speak to him when stripped to its 
bare essentials, he wouldn’t pursue it further.
         Now there’s some sage advice for any would-be Scary Monsters (and Super Creeps). 
Put on your red shoes and dance the blues.

Godspeed, David.  
And thanks for using Sound + Vision to make abnormal worth aspiring to rather than fearing.      
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By Patricia Ann Dooms Celebrations
4-Directional

Wellness Program
Life is meant to

be celebrated…. That
includes understanding

every aspect of our lives;
our Soul’s Purpose, our Finances,

our Professions and our Relationships.

For further info, or to register:
Contact Patti Ann Dooms

feathertouch8@att.net 
or call (440) 223-7510

January 16 
“The Magic of Moonlight Orgonite 
& Healing” with Michelle Harcourt

 

“Basics of Energy Medicine”
Inspired by Donna Eden

Annual Predictions 
With Timothy Brainard

“Find The Joy” 
with FeatherTouch Path and Purpose 

A celebratory look at the numbers
that make up our lives.  

Add to this some delightful consultation with 
the “Anna” and the Angels!

FeatherTouch will continue to offer private 
numerology readings and consultations with 

the angels on an ongoing basis.

 More Quest ions Answered for you by Anna and the Angels !
       In the last couple of issues, I have explained my relationship with “Anna” and the Angels, and that they have readily been allowing me to 
channel them, knowing that people are craving answers and reassurance in today’s world.
      I want to thank those of you who have submitted questions.  The angels are enjoying your acceptance of their genuine presence, and have 
made it clear to me that the more you ask, the more they will make themselves available to respond.  It is their greatest desire that we be at peace 
mentally, physically, emotionally, and spiritually…and for that reason are opening themselves up to us….while at the same time expressing 
gratitude that we have been opening ourselves up to them.
      I am only able to list two questions this time around, because they are biggies, and are likely to take some serious space, so just as before, I 
will number the question and italicize the response for easy reading.  I hope you’re as excited as I am because they don’t give me the opportunity 
to get a glimpse of the answers until I place my hands on the keyboard.  They have made it clear…..and this is as much for you, as it is for 
me……that the highest energetic communication is telepathic.  However, humans are not able to comprehend things that fast telepathically 
(yet), so the next highest vibration is through the written word (as in pen and paper).  This is very diffi cult for me, other than in my own personal 
meditations, because when they are allowing me to channel them for numerous others, the information is dictated much faster than I can write.  
I am a speedy typist (roughly 80 wpm, normally).  However, when they begin dictating, my fi ngers easily approach 120 wpm.  No way can I do 
that with pen and paper…..Just wanted you to know that. J

 Do other intelligent beings, commonly known as Aliens, live on other planets in the universe and do we carry their DNA from connections in 
the distant past?

      Greetings dear ones!  We are so pleased to be among you once again and to respond to your questions.
There are many mysteries throughout your Universe.  Ages and ages past, these mysteries were unable to be addressed because humanity was 
not yet evolved to the point of being able to comprehend the answers.  We would ask you not to hold animosity towards those in power all those 
ages past, as they too, were not evolved.  Therefore to even question such things, let alone answer or try to explain them, was considered an 
act of heresy.  We do not fi nd you heretical.   Nor did we fi nd your ancestors heretical.  We have always been here ready, willing, and able to 
deliver Truth to you….and as there is no such thing as time in our dimension, we were able to wait until there were enough of you ready to 
comprehend such truths.  Not everyone is.  Not yet.  But there are enough of you who have 
evolved to the point of comprehending HUGE things, and to you, we respond.  Those who are 
not ready cannot be harmed by information they will eventually receive themselves when it is 
appropriate.
       We are those who you refer to as “aliens”, for in Creation, there is no ‘alien’.  We are all 
one.  This is not new information to you, but your concept of one-ness is still a bit muddled.  
There is life everywhere throughout the Universe.  All of life is precious, if not identical to 
each other.  All of life carries ‘seeds’, so to speak’, of other life.  On a molecular level, all who 
have gone before you throughout history, are part of you.  There is no limit to where this life 
begins, and that life ends, and this life is here, and that life is there.  You often like to refer to 
‘star people’.  Of course they walk among you, as many of you will walk among their worlds 
upon your passing from this one.  Life is continuous, ever-expanding, and limitless.  It cannot 
be boxed or packaged into concepts like “They are from there” and “We are from here.”  All 
come from one Creator and all co-create with the one Creator.  This might be diffi cult for 
you to understand at the moment, but as you are all co-creators, if it is your desire to create 
other worlds where “aliens” exist, then you have created exactly that.  The broader your own 
perspective of reality and of life’s lack of limitation, the broader the spectrum of the life you 
create within the Universe, which is boundless and endless.
Do you carry such DNA?  Well of course, just as your DNA is carried throughout space and 
time.  
When you as a people already struggle to comprehend your one-ness with civilization on 
your own planet, it is no wonder you are unable to grasp one-ness throughout eternity and 
Universally.  Yet, we say this is so.  We are your “aliens”.  We are your ancestors.  We are your 
descendants.  We are of the Divine, as are you.  We carry your DNA, and you, ours.

What else may we help you with today?
       When our soul energy lets go of our physical body do we become part of a collective 
spirit energy or do we maintain the individuality of the recently departed lifetime or both 
simultaneously? If we blend into a collective whole then that may explain one reason that 
making contact with loved ones on the earth plane is diffi cult in the aspect of appearances or 
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conversation?
        You are correct in that at the time of releasing your physical body, you become part 
of a collective spirit energy.  This is your spirit, which was and is always eternal….without 
beginning, without end.  
       Your soul however, may be considered your consciousness, and being such remains 
conscious of the life and the loved ones left behind.  Consciousness continues.  Just as 
your physical body has a nervous system which is aware of everything, you also possess an 
autonomic nervous system which is aware of nothing but making the physical body operate.  
While your consciousness is reading these words, your autonomic nervous system is beating 
your heart, digesting your food, breathing your lungs, eliminating toxins, and operating your 
other organs and systems.  The personal you is unaware of these things.  The personal you is 
aware of what it is reading, sensing, hearing, living, experiencing.
       When you comprehend that as the macrocosm, so is the microcosm, you will have a better 
understanding of this.  The microcosm, is each of you—living, breathing, experiencing life as 
you decide to create.  The macrocosm is “plugged into” the source of all that is.  
Upon your release of the physical body, that part of you which is conscious will continue to 
be conscious.  That part of you which is autonomic (or automatic) is the spirit which will then 
become part of all that is.  
        The consciousness is that part of you which will decide if you desire to return in another 
incarnation or to hang out with us for a while, if not eternity.  If you desire to return, there will 
still be a part of your spirit—your higher self—which will remain with us, always connected, 
always aware of its source.  Your consciousness at that point, will have to forget some things.  
After all, despite your attempts at retrieving past lives, this is not necessarily good for you.  
The conscious mind can only hold so much information before it becomes very confused.  
Nevertheless, there are prodigies among you—those who enter the physical realm with the 
talents, gifts, and personalities of their previous lives. They choose to come back to assist 
mankind in their evolution.  This is a very unselfi sh act, and when you are in the presence of 
such an avatar, we would ask you to be grateful.
        Since consciousness never dies, there are always glimpses into other realms, dimensions, 

whether they be past, present, or future.  However, our Creator (who includes you) has designed 
a system you mortals refer to as “time” so you can simply keep it all straight.  Most of you 
are very good at this.  Some of you suffer as a result of it, never really quite comfortable with 
the time you are in.  That is, oddly enough, something you asked for.  It is a situation which 
challenges you, when your soul has asked to be challenged.  Accepting that will make it all 
easier.  We are here for you when you become confused.   We will help.  Simply ask.
        Often, those who have crossed over remain very present in your lives.  That is for you.  
They are easily contacted, easily revealed.  Over time, as you become more adjusted to their 
parting, they may decide to return in another incarnation.  That act does make it a little more 
diffi cult to contact them, but when you remember that you are all plugged in to the same 
source, you will remember that contact can always be made.  Some people are more sensitive 
than others, and readily hear, see, or feel spiritual presence.  But you must remember, since 
consciousness continues, personalities of your loved ones do not change so much.  If that person 
was a strong presence in your life, they will remain so after parting.  However, many of your 
loved ones were a quiet, loving presence.  You will fi nd with those personalities that they simply 
prefer to step back and observe your life as it unfolds.  But know this : They are immediately 
present in your times of need, and no matter where they are experiencing their own presence 
within this endless Universe, as soon as they get a sense of your need or even danger, or stressful 
situations, they are immediately at your side.  We know this, because we are as well.  You do not 
always feel our presence, but we are here and we know your loved ones, because they walk with 
us at your side (they can do this being non-physical; they can walk with you and have tea on the 
moon with Jesus at the same time, if they choose to.)  They are permitted to give signs of their 
presence of course.  But please remember, they are very busy learning new things about their 
own new lives.  Think of an infant—very aware, yet unaware.  Very curious, and when involved 
in their own observations, are not always eager to be interrupted.  But they remain present.  In 
fact, we are best able to communicate with your infants, simple because they are more attuned 
to our presence than yours in the beginning.  As that soft spot begins to close, so does their 
spiritual awareness, and they become very busy observing and living the physical experience. In 
the reverse, your loved ones, over time become less physical, having a sense that you are fi ne, 
and they become rather more interested in their spiritual awareness and less interested in their 
past physical lives with you.  It’s nothing personal; take no offense.  They still haven’t gone 
anywhere; they are merely more aware of other things.  This is why it is actually an inaccurate 
statement to say when someone is transitioning, that so and so came for them.  Nobody had to 
come for them.  They were already there; they never left.  We are all right here, with you right 
now.  Sometimes it is easy to communicate.  Sometimes not. But when you ask us to reveal 
ourselves, we always will.  However, you must do your part and be still.
        Upon parting, we would ask you to observe your trees.  They are great teachers of 
microcosm / macrocosm.  Each season, you watch the various phases of the tree’s life: spring 
and rebirth, summer’s full foliage, autumn’s beautiful colors, and winter’s hibernation.  Yet, in 
winter, does the tree “die”?  No, it simply changes form, and returns again in the spring.  After 
many, many years of doing so, sometimes the tree becomes tired and desires to simply become 
one with all that is, and its energy returns to the earth as part of that which gives more life.  It is 
the tree’s choice not to return in the spring.  Your incarnations are limitless, or you may just not 
feel like returning.  Trees have choice.  You are no less.
        Thank you for your heart-felt questions.  We hope we have helped you to understand your 
present existence, as well as all that awaits you.  We await you—as much with you ‘now’, as we 
will be ‘then’, though in truth, there is no ‘now’ or ‘then’.  There is no ‘here’ or ‘there’.
Be at peace.  All is well.

      * Patricia Ann Dooms, known in some circles as “the Mentor from Mentor”, is a certifi ed 
holistic lifestyle mentor, practicing a variety of energy healing modalities which she has 
combined into her FeatherTouch 4-Directional Healing Practice.  She has recently been 
asked to channel the angels and is willing to do so upon request. To learn more about all things 
FeatherTouch, including Angel communication and numerology, please contact us through this 
publication or e-mail:  feathertouch8@att.net .   You may also text your questions to 440-223 
-7510.
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If  You Can Dream It, 
I Can Build It.
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com
www.liamguitars.com

WINTER SPECIAL
$1000 OFF

ANY REPAIR
With mention of

this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

By Luthier Patrick Podpadec

My 25 years of professional college
experience can help you reach your goals!

Call or Text Rick
440-413-0247

Specializing in:

Technical Math

Trigonometry

Guidance to achieve
top grades in school
triggers motivation
to succeed in life.

       The New Year is here. Please allow me to give my condolences 
to everyone that was not able to accomplish their goals for 2015. 
Please take note that you are not alone. I too am among you. With 
that being said it is no reason not to make a whole new collection of 
goals that may or may not be obtainable for 2016.
      I think the trick is not to 
make just one goal because if 
you don’t accomplish the one 
goal some people may feel that 
they have failed. If you have 
ten goals and only get 5 of 
them completed you haven’t 
failed, you just didn’t fi nish all 
of what you had planned to do. 
Somehow I think that’s not as 
bad as having failed to get one 
goal accomplished. Well, that’s 
my story and I’m sticking to it. 
Anyway....
      This year is no exception 
when it comes to setting “New 
Year Resolutions”. In fact, I 
have not even been able to fi nd 
time to write them all down 
as of yet. I’ve been too busy 
compiling them all up in my head and trying to organize them by 
priority to decide which one I will tackle fi rst.  How’s that for an 
excuse, I bet you never heard that one before. The main resolution 
is to improve my business skills and to become the best person that 
I can. It is a goal that needs constant attention.
      Seriously, I’m going to get more things done this year. Before 
I do that though, I believe it’s important to be grateful for all that 
I did (or at least tried to) accomplish in 2015 and to thank all the 
people who supported me and my efforts to succeed. Without the 
love and support from my family and friends, I’m sure that I would 
not have been able to do it. I Thank You All!
     Most of you know I started a new business, Smoking Hot 
Guitars. I was able to produce over 800 new very special novelty 
guitar pipes and increased my product line with some new stash 
amps, cases, and new electric guitar model pipes. I was able to 
travel and introduce my products at a trade show in Colorado. 
Through this adventure I have been able to meet and develop some 
very good relationships with some new people that I know will be 
long term friendships. I was able to build my new SHG shop and 
organized it to handle some light production and shipping facilities. 
Of course there is more to do, but that is for 2016.  
      I was able to keep on repairing instruments. I don’t have an 
offi cial count but I believe the count was somewhere between 130 
to 150 happy customers; some new, some old. I thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart. You have allowed me to fulfi ll another 
year of my dreams. Although I did not build any new instruments 
in 2015 it one of the top New Year’s resolutions to do so. I have 
already logged in about 20 hrs towards that goal already.  Well, 
enough about what I’m going to do and a little bit more about 
guitar repair.....
      It’s been nearly a month since I’ve written an article so I have 

to think a little harder about the things that I did. Thank God that 
I keep a journal so that I can review it to tell you about what I’ve 
repaired. In mid December a customer brought in a beautiful Martin 
guitar. It was a newer model HD28 and just needed a minor setup. 
The customer owned it for over a yr and thought that it would be 

good idea to check its performance 
and see that it was in optimum playing 
condition. Of course, a high end Martin 
speaks for itself for its impeccable 
craftsmanship and this one was no 
exception. After a light fret dressing, 
a nut adjustment and new strings  it 
was playing beautifully. I changed 
the strings that were on it (80/20) to a 
warmer sounding phos bronze string 
which the customer was very happy 
with. I know that it is a matter of 
personal preference but it has been my 
experience that the phos bronze strings 
produce a deeper and warmer tone 
than the 80/20 brass does. They tend to 
sound a little too bright for my ear.
     Next up was a gorgeous and well 
maintained 1967 EB-2D Gibson 
bass. It’s always a pleasure when my 

customers come back to me and bring me a new gem that they have 
owned forever and allow me to work on it for them. One of the cool 
features of this bass is the muting mechanism that is attached to the 
underside of the bridge. I’m not sure why but when I received the 
instrument the action was extremely high. After an extensive fret 
leveling and crowning and truss rod adjustment, I was able to lower 
the bridge down far enough for a very acceptable action height. I 
may have been able to get it lower, but I would have had to remove 
the mute. I chose to leave it on because the customer was very 
happy with the new action height and that the mute was the coolest 
thing that I’ve seen in years. Not that it is all that practical, it’s just 
so cool to see the types of designs that companies would add to 
their instruments to keep them a step ahead of their competition. 
Very Retro!
      I also was blessed with the return of one of my favorite 
customers, Mr Ed Mills. Ed has been dropping off instruments at 
my shop for several years now and he never ceases to amaze me 
with the things that he comes up with. Ed is a multi instrumentalist 
that has performed all over the area with many different musicians. 
He always brings me the odd and very unusual things like a lute 
or a bouzouki or some other odd contraption. He often likes to 
“customize” his instruments, (so do I) with different features that 
make them stand aside from the norm. It’s always a pleasure when 
he comes to visit because I know that I’m in for a challenge. 
  I will save you all the details for the next article so make sure that 
you all “Stay in Tune” and keep in touch if you have any musical 
questions. My door is always open and I’m only a phone call away 
440- 474- 2141. Thanks Again for your time!

Keep Smiling!
Patrick from Liam Guitars / Smoking Hot Guitars
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Westside Steve

www.westsidesteve.com

To purchase Westside Steve Simmons
newest CD A Pirates Life visit

www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

IX Center
Cleveland Boat Show

    Columbia Station, Ohio
 

Friday, Feb. 12

              S i s ters
         Universal |  R |  119 min
       We had a little hiatus so 
I’ve seen quite a few fi lms, but 
won’t waste a lot of your time 
on this one. In its opening week 
I had driven a fair distance 
to be one of the fi rst to see 
THE HATEFUL EIGHT in 70 
millimeter. Unfortunately it was 
sold out so I rolled the dice on 
this Tina Fey and Amy Poehler 
comedy.
        For some reason these 
women seem to be 
popular among critics, 
I’m guessing partly 
because of Tina Fey’s 
Sarah Palin impressions, 30 Rock and her reputation for being a 
comedy writer.
      Or maybe she’s sleeping with Alec Baldwin, who knows, but 
more importantly who cares?
      What I am wondering today is why she would tarnish that 
reputation by starring in a piece of crap like SISTERS. In a nutshell 
the two siblings learn that their parents are selling the family home 
and moving into a condominium. Now, all of a sudden, divesting 
themselves of the family home is the most important thing the girls 
can think of.
      They fool the parents into believing they are cleaning out their 
memorabilia while the folks are away but instead throw a wild party 
in order to, assumedly, dissuade them from selling. The goal of this 
party is to destroy the place to scaring off possible buyers.
      That in itself is a ridiculous enough premise but the fi lm goes 
downhill from there as episode after episode after episode of 
distasteful partygoers perform acts of pointless vandalism.
      And that friends, is that. The only positive note for Fey and 
Poehler is they did not write this piece of garbage, but one has 
to feel sorry for them if they need the money so badly as to even 
perform in it.
There were actually a couple of places scattered among this 
wasteland of comedy that made me laugh so I couldn’t see my way 
clear to an F, but still...

D

The B ig Short
Paramount |  R |  130 min
       I will admit that even though I watch a fair amount of political 
cable shows, left and right, and try to follow along with fi nancial 
issues I fi nd the subject baffl ing.
       On top of that even if one does consult an actual economist it’s 

easy to get a skewed idea of what’s going on depending 
on that economist’s ideology. In our politically charged 
world grassroots populism is always a factor and there 
will always be a fascination to look behind the curtain at 
the movers and shakers, crooks, liars and thieves of the 
fi nancial establishment.
       THE WOLF OF WALL STREET chronicled one 
man’s memoirs of the excesses and here with THE BIG 
SHORT, they go even further, attempting to explain the 
great recession and the collapse of the housing bubble in 
the late 80’s.
       Depending on your political point of view you could 
categorize this as left wing propaganda or a hard-hitting 
expose, it’s up to you. Personally I thought it was a pretty 
entertaining fi lm about a subject that could easily bore 
you into a coma in a relatively short time.
        At the outset we are warned that banks have their 
own cryptic language fi lled with impressive sounding 
phrases meant to confuse and obfuscate fi duciary matters 

from the great unwashed.
Ironically that’s exactly what this fi lm does as well.
       The idea is that fi nancial prodigy Michael Burry (Christian Bale), 
has concocted a brand new instrument which will eventually bring 
down the economy of the United States and the world.  Mark Baum 
(Steve Carell) is a crusader devoted to protecting the common man and 
his investments.
       At the heart of the plot is the perfect storm that happens when 
the newly created mortgage-backed funds meet the fl ood of subprime 
loans. The subprime loans make mortgages ridiculously easy for 
those who probably shouldn’t have been given credit in the fi rst place. 
Examples might be liars loans where the lender is forbidden from 
actually fi nding out the borrowers income or work record, the interest 
only loan in which the borrower never gains an inch on the principle, 
and what the fi lm refers to as ninja loans. No income, no job. Are the 
borrowers who sneak through the loopholes to get loans they can’t 
afford at fault?
        Are the bankers who accept commissions whether or not the loan 
stinks at fault? Are the fi nancial institutions that issue triple-A ratings 
for dangerous funds at fault?

By Westside Steve Simmons

Daily Specials

Full Kitchen Menu

2 HAPPY HOURS!
7:30-10:30am

& 4-6:30pm

Home of the Hoover

306
LOUNGE

7377 Lakeshore Blvd.
Mentor

440.257.3557
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I’d say it’s a resounding YES on all three counts.
       Still thanks to some snappy writing and fi ne performances by Bale, Carell,  Brad Pitt and 
the rest, the big short winds up a lot more entertaining than 2 hours of watching Fox Business 
or CNBC.
       The fi lm’s political ideas are fairly obvious here and even though I’d be skeptical of the 
premise that one guy single handedly took down the world economy, I admit there are more 
than enough crooks to go around.

C+

Star Wars:  The Force Awakens 
LucasFilm | PG13 | 135 min

       First, kind of sort of a spoiler alert, and second, kind of sort 
of an apology.

        I realize that the Star Wars legend looms large in the hearts 
and souls of many of you. I’m sure there are entertainment series that have been lots more to 
me then they probably should have but to each his, her, or its own.
       It’s not that I have any disrespect nor do I think that this is anything less than a series of 
monumental proportions, but I suspect that many of you may feel otherwise and probably 
know a hell of a lot more about it than I do and will love or be bothered by things that I’m not 
particularly aware of, like deeper meanings or genealogy etc.
        That being said I’m just going to give a superfi cial take and I will let the rest of you argue 
over the minutiae.
This episode, much like the fi rst, and almost every other episode, revolves around the battle 
between the good and bad sides of the force. Very little pondering is necessary, since the good 
guys and the bad guys are pretty damn obvious.
        Both JJ Abrams and Disney are committed to delivering a product that will satisfy the 
memories of the fi rst generation of fans and hopefully recruit new ones. You already know 
that Han Solo and Princess Leia are still around. Harrison Ford still looks great, Carrie Fisher, 
sadly, not so much. You also know that the fi lm will center on the destruction of the new and 
improved Death Star. And you know tribute will be paid to the most memorable line of any of 
the fi lms: “Luke, I am your father” so since we fi nd that captain Solo and the princess have a 
child, guess who that turns out to be.
       Daisy Ridley and John Boyega as Rey and Finn seem to be set up as the new generation 
of possibly romantic protagonists as Disney relaunches the series. I didn’t see much chemistry 
from these two so far but to be fair, few relationships will outshine the one between Ford and 
Fisher.
       After this time I have assumed that most of you who plan to, have already seen it so let me 
mention this:
       Since this revolves around blowing up the new and improved Death Star wouldn’t you 
think that its designers would have taken note of the way the fi rst one was destroyed?
       “Hello, Engineering? Hi this is Dark Leader with a suggestion. Remember that ditch in the 
old Death Star that the fi ghter pilots could fl y down and shoot into that little red hole? Do you 
suppose we could eliminate that when we build the new one?”
        Unfortunately for the bad guys that conversation apparently never took place. STAR 

WARS, THE FORCE AWAKENS isn’t bad at all. It’s not nearly as groundbreaking as the fi rst 
one but still entertaining enough whether you are an apostle or a casual viewer.

B+

The Hateful  E ight  
Weinstein |  R |  167 min
       Love him or hate 
him you’ve got to 
give props to Quentin 
Tarantino. Oh there 
are quite a few oddball 
directors out there, 
including guys like 

John Waters or 
David Lynch, but 
none who seem 
to have nailed the 
across the board 
infamy of QT.
      Tarantino has 
a large and loyal 
fan base and rarely 
fails to deliver a 
fascinating product. 
With THE HATEFUL EIGHT, his 8th movie ironically, he keeps with the period piece 
premise and the highly charged racial aspect from DJANGO.
      It’s a convoluted story of two bounty hunters who are thrown together on a mission to 
take their prey into town.

       John Ruth, the Hangman (Kurt Russell) always takes his prisoners in alive to be hung.
Major Marquis Warren (Samuel L Jackson) has no such moral qualms.
       The Major, with his pile of corpses, and the Hangman with his living prisoner, called the 
princess, a ruthless killer, are all trapped in a blizzard in a combination bodega, inn, and livery 
stable waiting for a break in the weather.
       Drawing a similarity to RESERVOIR DOGS a motley and varied collection of people are 
together in one basic setting.
       Also the story is told in chapters and fl ashback not unlike PULP FICTION.
       During the nearly three hour runtime there are plenty of twists and turns in the intricate 
story.
       As you would expect with a Tarantino fi lm nothing is exactly as it seems, and you can bet 
there will be blood.
       I’ve heard there is a second edition, the road show addition, with an even longer run time 
but even @ 167 minutes I thought a little bit of trimming would have been in order. Not much, 
but just enough to eliminate the slight drag after the fi rst hour.
       I must admit, however, that even if you start to fade the fi nal chapter is guaranteed to grab 
you and shake you back into focus.
       The cast, including Tarantino cohorts Jackson, Russell, Tim Roth and Michael Madsen are 
joined by other quality actors Jennifer Jason Leigh, Walter Goggins and Bruce Dern to mention 
a few. Another gripe I have is that with all these fi rst 
class actors there were times but the dialogue wasn’t 
quite as crisp and natural as one might expect; not a 
deal breaker but...
I don’t think THE HATEFUL EIGHT reaches the 
heights that some of his previous fi lms have but 
despite the length it is captivating with a decidedly 
bang-up ending.

B
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Whooz Playin’

    To Book: 440-796-3057
www.WhoozPlayin.com

Check out our videos!

Fri. Jan. 15 • 8-11 PM
Rider's Inn • Painesville

Len & Tina
 

Sat. Jan. 16 • 8-11 PM
Severio's Pizza • Eastlake

Len, John &
Norman Tischler on Sax

 
Sat. Jan. 23 • 7:30-10:30 PM

Bone Daddy’s Saloon • Painesville
Len, Tina, Mike & Jon

 
Fri. Jan. 29 • 8-11 PM

Pompadour Lounge • Fairport
Len & Tina

Joy  
20th Century Fox | PG13 | 122 min
       SILVER LINING PLAYBOOK recently caught lightning in a bottle. 3 
top notch actors with great chemistry and a story just weird enough to defy 
pigeonholing.
        Well they’ve done it again with the supposedly true story of JOY, a 
woman who battled great odds and became a fi nancial icon thanks to a 
brainstorm that created a self wringing mop. It’s those simple creations that 
can often lead to a million dollar business. 
       Now to be clear when I say they’ve done it again I met assembling the 
same trio of actors and fi nding an oddball story to tell. Unfortunately this 
time, I fear, that aforementioned bottle will not contain any lightning.
       Robert De Niro is once again cast as a quirky old scoundrel who 
doesn’t work and play very well with others, mostly others of the opposite sex. In and out of bad relationships he counts on is two combative 
daughters to help keep his business afl oat.
       Most of Joy’s time is taken up by care mail for him, her neurotic mother, and her deadbeat ex-husband. That leaves her precious little time 
to explore her dreams which include inventing wonderful new things like the Wonder Mop. Her crazy mom, crazy Dad and jealous half sister 
discourage her aspirations at every turn. 
       As this mop idea begins to take form pop takes up with a wealthy widow who reluctantly fl oats some money toward the manufacture of this 
miracle.  Finally after a great deal of turbulence the mop winds up on an ill-fated episode of one of those home shopping channels and...
       I won’t tell you what happens then but I will tell you that’s about the point that I stopped hating the movie.
       What is there to hate you may ask? Well up until this point almost every character is unpleasant, nasty, envious, selfi sh or dismissive. Usually 
it’s a combination of all those things. I even hated her useless ex husband who I think is supposed to be one of the likeable characters. That made 
watching the fi lm an unpleasant experience. Not even the protagonist was all that charismatic. And while there is redemption at the bottom of the 
pit, it’s never quite enough to raise the enjoyment level of the fi lm to salvation.
       Now I have read that even though the story is loosely based on the actual story of this woman’s life the key word is loosely.
       Still the payoff isn’t quite strong enough to make up for putting up with two hours of these assholes.

C+

Rated #1
With Northcoast

Women!

Enjoy Great Savings With “Discount Deals” 
Online: www.mix971FM.com

Today's Best
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Easy Stree t News
 
        Good news concerning Westside Steve Simmons and the Easy Street Band one of 
Northeast Ohio’s most popular rock and roll outfits of the seventies and eighties.
       The ABC gritty crime drama, WICKED CITY, set in 1982 picked up one of the 
bands songs for use in the show.
        Considered too edgy for prime time the show was cancelled after episode 3 but 
the good news is that all eight episodes have been picked up and are now available on 
Hulu.Com and Amazon Prime instant video. 
        The song, ‘She’s Got Your Name’, (copyright 1982 - Simmons) is the actual 
Easy Street Band recording from their CD Back On Easy Street (available on iTunes, 
CDBaby, Amazon music and other digital services),  and is featured on episode num-
ber four in a bar scene at approximately 27 minutes as the detectives enter Al’s Cove, 
a dive bar, looking for clues.

Bob Martin and West Side Steve Simmons who played together in the late sixties in 
a local band, The Music Society and then Thunder. Bob was also one of the original 
rats, which became Easy Street continuing to the present.
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Evil Rodents!!

(Answers on Page 28)

~ Rick Ray

NEVER… EVER lose your sense of humor; it 
can be hell trying to fi nd it again!
~Snarp Farkle

       With that said… to gain insight I watched 
a couple of episodes of the new “Ash vs The 
Evil Dead!” TV show!  Some of you may 
think the show contains too much blood and 
gore, and well… yes there is a lot of that, but 
if you look past all that and just concentrate 
on the humor, which is not unlike my own, 
then the show won’t seem so gory… I’m not 
kidding either!
       Anyways, in the show there are a lot of 
critters and fi lthy stinking rodents that get all 
evil on people, which took me deep into my 
bottomless twisted cavernous mind and there I 
fi nd the thought of one such critter, and that’s 
the hideous annoying groundhog, a stupid 
stinking worthless friggen rodent which has 
absolutely no value to mankind whatsoever!  
Now you may be wondering, why is Snarp so 
down on the cutesy little groundhog?

Well… let me just tell you all about it then!

      One fi ne sunny day, about a hundred years 
ago, I was walking through a fi eld of tall grass, 
just being all blissful and at one with the earth, 
soaking in the warmth of the sun, and listening 
to all the wonderful sounds of nature around 
me.  A moment in time was like I opened a 
door and stepped out of my busy little world, 
leaving behind all the cares, fears and worries 
and stepped into a peaceful place, a place 
with nothing but calmness and tranquility that 
was evident in the gently swaying grasses, 
the warmth of the sun and the sounds of bird 
song!  I swear the birds were singing the 
song “The Sounds of Music” and I felt very 
special at that moment, lucky to have such an 
experience.  

Sounds beautiful doesn’t it?

      Well it was… for about fi ve minutes!  
Yeah I was all peaceful and at one with the 
earth, until I stepped into a huge hole hidden 
by the tall grasses that swallowed my whole 
foot knocking me to the ground and just about 
broke my friggen ankle!  “What the…?”  One 
second I was upright and the next second… 
WHOOP! I was down on the ground on my 
hands and knees with my foot stuck in a hole!  
“Son of a Sea Biscuit!” I blurted out as I sat 
back on the ground to free my foot!  At that 
same moment, the birds stopped singing, the 
grasses stopped swaying and cloud cover 
moved in to block the warm sun!
      All was eerily quiet and still!  As I fi nally 
free my foot and sat there rubbing my ankle, 
I hear this hideous sound, a growling sound 
coming from the hole!  Then all of a sudden 
dirt starts fl ying out of it about two feet in the 
air and more snarling and growling sounds 
along with it!  Then out pops this huge beastly 
creature, and stares right at me!  Growling 
and snarling, showing its teeth and then 
started running at me!  “What the… HOLY 
SHEET!”  It looked like it was aiming for my 
‘baby makers’ so I jumped up and ran for the 
truck as fast as I could with my sore ankle, 
screaming like a little girl! 

AAAAAHH!

     So yeah… groundhogs are stupid stinking 
worthless EVIL friggen rodents, that don’t 
really know if it’s winter or spring, that will 
ruin your blissful day, and eat your ‘baby 
makers’!

I’m not kidding either!
~Snarp
www.snarpfarkle.com
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New Year’s special on this New Year’s special on this 
prime space!prime space!

Call 440-466-0999 for detailsCall 440-466-0999 for details
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