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OHIO WINE COUNTRYOHIO WINE COUNTRY
WINERY GUIDEWINERY GUIDE

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO
Hours: Wed. and Thurs. 4-7

Fri. and Sat. 12 - 8 • Sun. 12 - 6
Closed Mon. and Tues.

WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

OLD FIREHOUSEOLD FIREHOUSE
WINERYWINERY
5499 Lake Road East 

Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Open 7 days noon – 9pm now through 

Labor Day “Entertainment Daily!
(see inside back cover)

Hand Crafted Award-Winning Wines
FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND 

EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 5
Mon. & Tues. closed, Wed. 12-5

Thur. 12-8, Fri. & Sat. 12-9, Sun. 12-5

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh 
440.415.0661

www.laurellovineyards.com
wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

Weekend
Entertainment

Hours:
Monday & Tuesday Closed

Wednesday & Thursday noon to 6 pm
Friday & Saturday noon to 8 pm, 

Sunday noon to 6 pm
834 South County Line Road

Harpersfield, Ohio 44041
440.361.3049

www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com
bennybucci@hotmail.com

1520 Harpersfield Road Geneva • 
440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

Hours: Sun-Thurs: 11:30-8pm 
Fri & Sat: 11:30-10pm

www.deersleapwine.com

Please follow us on Facebook! Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines

Live Music Entertainment (Music will be outside only)
Sat., 6/13  Melissa and Mitch  5-8pm
Sat., 6/20  Amy Varckette  5-8pm
Sat., 6/27  Face Value Duo  5-8pm

Fri., 7/3  Bobby Hayes  7-10pm
Sat., 7/4  Robert Potts  5-8pm

Hours
Sun. - Thurs. 12 - 6pm • Fri. & Sat.  12 - 8pm

At this time, we are unable to accept shuttles, busses or Limos.

636 State Route
534 Harpersfield

440.361.4573
kosicekvineyards.com
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www.visitconneautohio.com • FB: VisitConneautOhio

Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

THE LIGHTHOUSE CRUISER "CRUISE-INS" 
Thursdays • 5-8 pm • Conneaut Township Park

continues weekly through Sept. 24

The Conneaut Arts Center OUTDOOR MOVIES
begin on Wednesday, July 1 with "FROZEN" - movies begin at dusk. 

SUNDAY EVENING CONCERTS should begin on July 5. 

CONNEAUT FARMER'S MARKET
begins on Saturday, June 20 • 9am-1pm • Moose Parking Lot on Park St.

  Visit our restaurants, wineries and specialty ice cream shops 
for a healthy, self-distanced, delicious experience!

RENT A KAYAK OR CANOE
Harbor Yak in the Port of Conneaut or at Conneaut Float and Fly Shop

on the edge of Conneaut Creek, off Route 7.

Please visit us at our web site for updated information.
Like our Facebook pg. www.facebook.com/visitconneautohio and join us on 

Instagram at www.instagram.com/visitconneautoh  
Email questions to us at ccvb44030@gmail.com

6827 Lake Road West • Geneva • 440-466-9127
2-1/2 miles west of Rt. 534 and Geneva State Park

Corner of County Line Rd. and Lake Road West.

Beach Bar & Grill!
 Best place to watch

the sunset on the Lake.
Book us for your Special Event!

Friday 4:00 - Midnight
Saturday 1:00 - Midnight
Sunday 1:00 - 9:30pm

LAKE
ERIEWALLEYE!

Fri., June 12................... Phil and Steve Madewell............................................ 7:00
Sat., June 11 ................. Dustin Kaiser.............................................................. 7:00
Sun., June 12................. Maria Petti ................................................................. 5:00
Fri., June 19................... Susan Hagan .............................................................. 7:00
Sat., June 20 ................. Acoustic Joyride ........................................................ 7:00
Sun., June 21................. Alex Bevan ................................................................. 5:00
Fri., June 26................... The Woodpeckers...................................................... 7:00
Sat., June 27 ................. Ernest T. Band............................................................. 7:00
Sun., June 28................. Kismet ........................................................................ 5:00
Fri., July 3 ...................... Lyle Heath .................................................................. 7:00
Sat., July 4..................... Jen Maurer & Nate Kilker ......................................... 7:00
Sun., July 5 ....................  Maria Petti ................................................................ 5:00

All staff are certified in SafeServ • No Mask, No Service

LAKE
ERIE

PERCH!

COME DINE WITH US ON THE LAKE!      DINING IS BY RESERVATION ONLY 4-9:30PM.
 FROM 1-4PM SAT. & SUN, RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR GROUPS OVER 5.

Welcome summer! The Welcome summer! The 
doors & patios are open doors & patios are open 
and the music returns! We and the music returns! We 
are together again with are together again with 
warm weather and hope.warm weather and hope.
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Ray Flanagan & Brent Kirby

WATERFRONT FRONTLINE 9
Disaster Debriefing
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A chat with Deanna Adams about her 
newest book release
WHAT’S ON THE SHELF 11
All I Ever Wanted: A Rock ‘n’ Roll Memoir

PEDESTRIAN RAMBLINGS 13
NOW WE’RE TALKIN 14
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Ward
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Protest Music, Part One

NOTES FROM TOM TODD 17
Heroes

MOVIE REVIEWS 18
Jay and Silent Bob reboot, Rescue Me, 
The Sinner

KICKIN’ IT 19
STAY IN TUNE 21

V

Listen To
and have a six-pack on us!

Make requests at
Facebook.com/WFXJTheFox

All CAVS games are on Fox 107.5

Call/text 440-381-3736 
or contact me on Facebook

-Booking all types of gigs!
-Will OPEN for bands at large venues!
-Hire me for your band for the night!

Subscribe to my YouTube Channel!

-Sat. June 20th: 7-9pm 
GODDESS WINE HOUSE
(Saybrook)
 
-Sat. June 27th: 4:30-8:00pm
FERRANTE WINERY (Geneva)
 
-Fri. July 3rd: 7-10
DRIFTWOOD POINT (Geneva)

LYLE JAMES HEATH

NOW BOOKING
2020/21 after

the Ohio shutdown.
Starting June 18th every Thursday

OLD FIREHOUSE WINERY
6-9pm (GOTL)

Off  The Wooden Spool

Etsy: Off TheWoodenSpool
Unique hand made gifts

Purses,
Totes,

Pin Cushions, 
Coin Pouches

off thewoodenspool@gmail.com
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VCooking With Wine

A Place Where Old Friends Gather And New Friends Meet!

f f

June 12 .........TBA.............................................. 6-9
June 13 .........Castaways Trio........................... 6-9
June 14 .........2 Kings ........................................ 2-5
June 19 .........Holly’s Uncle ............................. 6-9
June 20 .........Loose Tooth Trio........................ 6-9
June 21 .........Kris Ferrell ................................. 2-5
June 26 .........5’Oclock Somewhere Trio ....... 6-9
June 27 .........TBA.............................................. 6-9
June 28 .........Beneath the Lights .................... 2-5
July 3 ............Full House Trio.......................... 6-9
July 4 ............CLOSED
July 5 ............Uncharted Course ..................... 2-5
July 10 ..........TBA.............................................. 6-9

Entertainment Visit 
www.laurellovineyards.com 

for updates

4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661

LaurelloVineyards.com

f

HOURS: Mon-Tues: Closed
Wed: Noon-5 • Thurs: Noon-8

Fri & Sat: Noon-9 • Sun: Noon-5

f

Marinade dinner and then eat Cake!
A marinade is a blend of acid, oil, 
herb and spice. It’s designed to ten-
derize meat and add flavor to grilled 
vegetables. There are many possible 
combinations that can be the differ-
ence between a dry ordinary hunk 
of meat and a delectable, succulent 
dining experience.
Wine is the acidic aspect in the 
marinade that tenderizes meats. It 
also plays an important part in im-
parting flavor. An example of a high 
acid wine is Champagne or a zesty 
white wine, a wine with less acidity 
includes Malbec, Riesling and oaked 
Chardonnay. 
EVOO (extra virgin olive oil) is the 

staple but there are other kinds of 
oils to consider such as avocado oil, 
sesame oil, peanut oil, grapeseed oil, 
etc. Each kind of oil has a different 
flavor and smoke point so meats that 
require longer cooking time would 
do best with oil that doesn’t have a 
low smoking temperature.
Salt and pepper are the base sea-
sonings and from there the options 
are endless. Fresh herbs are always 
more flavorful if you have access to 
them and if not choose good quality 
dried herbs.
Below are some marinades to try for 
summer grilling season:

Red or White Wine Marinade
Ingredients:
1 bottle (about 3 1/2 cups) dry red for beef or white wine for poultry
1/2 cup olive oil
1 yellow onion, finely chopped
1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
2 large garlic cloves, minced
1 Tbs. chopped fresh thyme, rosemary or tarragon, or 2 tsp. dried herb of choice
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. freshly ground pepper
Directions:
In a large bowl, whisk together the wine, olive oil, onion, parsley, garlic, thyme, salt 
and pepper. Use immediately or refrigerate in a tightly covered jar for up to 2 days.
Large roasts and whole chickens can marinate up to 2 days if using a lower acid 
wine.

Lemon & Rosemary Wine Marinated Chicken

Ingredients:
2 chicken breasts, about 6 ounces each 
zest of 2 lemons
5 sprigs of rosemary, 3 of them removed from the stem and the leaves finely 
chopped
3 cloves of garlic, smashed
2 cups white wine
6 tablespoons olive oil, divided
salt and pepper

Continued on Page 6

Off  The Wooden Spool

Etsy: Off TheWoodenSpool
Unique hand made gifts

Purses,
Totes,

Pin Cushions, 
Coin Pouches

off thewoodenspool@gmail.com
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Entertainment all Weekend!

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

440-361-3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

Hours: Wed. & Thu. Noon-6pm
Fri. & Sat. Noon-8pm • Sun. Noon-6pm

We are currently serving a limited menu:
Pizza

Buffalo Chicken Dip
Cheese & Meat Trays

Pub Style Pretzels

Dining inside
or on our deck
overlooking the

Grand River!

Please watch our Facebook page
for entertainment listings!

All entertainment is outdoors and weather dependent

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

Call for Spa Suite
   Room Reservations

Follow us on Facebook for event details

SPA
SUITE

ROOMS

WINERY TASTING ROOM • LIVE MUSIC 6-9PM!

Fri. 6/12............Songwriter night w/ 
             Fred Oakman & Josh Travis
Sat. 6/13....................... Carol Procas
Fri. 6/19...........................Live Music!
Sat. 6/20...................Face Value Duo
Fri. 6/26................. Brooke Surgener
Sat. 6/27........................Mark Morris 
Fri. 7/3 .............................. Joe Hosey
Sat. 7/4 ......Rhythm Connection Trio

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com

Weds & Thurs: Noon-6pm • Fri & Sat Noon-9pm

Wine friendly appetizers available.

Entertainment 6-9pm
Fridays & Saturdays Rain or Shine!

V

& RESTAURANT& RESTAURANT

403 S. Broadway • Geneva • 440.466.5560

www.theoldmillwinery.com

Open Noon-7pm!

BBQ

SPECIALS!

Only $399 Includes Garlic Bread
With purchase of beverage.
Dine-in or Carry-Out.

PASTA SUNDAY
Continues!

Closed Mondays
Tuesday-Friday  3-7pm

Saturday-Sunday  Noon-7pm

Now offering

SLUSHIES!

We continue to offer curbside pickup
but also have patio & dine-in service!
Social distancing required. Masks optional for customers.

No entertainment in June but
watch this space and our
Facebook page for July updates.

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

Instructions:
Make the marinade by mixing the white wine, 3 tablespoons olive oil, lemon zest, 
2 of the chopped stems of rosemary, 2 full rosemary sprigs, smashed garlic and the 
chicken. Marinated the chicken in a baking dish covered in saran wrap. Marinate in 
the fridge for at least 2 hours, or up to 2 days.
In a small bowl, make the olive oil rosemary mixture by combining the remaining 3 
tablespoons olive oil and the last stem of finely chopped rosemary and a squeeze of 
lemon juice. Set aside.
Preheat your grill over medium-high heat, and brush the grates with olive oil. Re-
move the chicken from the marinade and grill for roughly 8 minutes per side. Cook 
until the chicken is cooked thru and reaches an internal temperature of 165 degrees. 
During the last 1 minute of cooking brush both sides of the chicken with the rose-
mary olive oil mixture. Remove from heat and allow to rest for 3 minutes.

Picnic White Wine Cake    

1 box white cake mix
1/4 c brown sugar
1/4 c white sugar
1 box instant vanilla pudding mix
2 teaspoons cinnamon
4 eggs
3/4 c water
3/4 c oil
1/2 c white wine of choice (you’ll need ¾ cup total)
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Mix the above ingredients by hand or hand mixer.
Grease a Bundt pan and pour in batter.
Bake for one hour.
When cake comes out of the oven melt 1 stick butter into 1 cup sugar and ad the 
other 1/4 cup of wine.
Pour over hot cake then cool.
Flip out of pan onto plate and serve.

Continued From Page 5

Red Wine Fingerlings

Slowly roasted in olive oil and red wine, these potatoes are so rich you won’t need 
butter. 
Ingredients:
2 pounds fingerling potatoes (or any small potato)
1/2 cup red wine
1/2 cup olive oil
salt
pepper
1 ½ tsp. Italian seasoning or ¼ cup fresh finely chopped rosemary & thyme if available
Ground coriander seeds for serving, to taste
Method:
Preheat the oven to 375F
Meanwhile, rinse and slit the potatoes (about 4 slits per potato – this allows the wine 
and oil to seep in and flavor them).
Mix Italian seasoning or fresh herbs with the olive oil then douse the potatoes. 
Splash with red wine and sprinkle with salt & pepper. 
Roast for 1 - 1 1/2 hours, until soft on the inside and a bit crusty on the outside. Turn 
once or twice while roasting.
When serving, be sure to scrape up any crusty bits and toss with potatoes. Then, 
sprinkle on some coriander seeds and enjoy! 
Serves 4
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VQUICK CUTS
■■■ By Pete Roche

Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

Leave the Driving to Us!

2423 Deerfield Dr. • Ashtabula • 440-964-9403
www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Affordable and Trustworthy • Diverse Fleet of Vehicles
Jolly Trolley, White Stretch Limousine, Limousine Party Bus, 

Wheelchair Accessible Van, and other vans to accommodate parties 
from small to large, simple to elaborate.

If you haven't experienced Richmond Trolley & Limousine 
service yet, give us a try for any event and ENJOY the ride!

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost care of 
you and your party throughout your trip. Just relax and 
leave the driving to us. Our punctual pick-up and drop-off 
service is available early morning to mid-night or even later.

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company. 
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties, 

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our 
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
• Wine Hops
• Proms
• Weddings
• Sporting Events
• Covered Bridge Tours
• Concerts
• Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
• Corporate Events

CITIES AND COASTS
Can’t Afford to Work

Nathan Hedges has fronted Cleveland-borne 
band Cities & Coasts (Postcards from the 
Great Lakes) for years now, thrilling crowds 
at Beachland Ballroom, The Happy Dog, 
The Hark Rock in Northfield, and even Nau-
tica (Marc’s Rib Cook-Off) with an infec-
tious blend of roots-soul-rock. He’s also left 
his stamp as an engaging singer-songwriter 
worthy of the House of Blues stage, and as 
a skilled producer—whose New Preserva-
tion Society orchestrates fresh pop (“Now 
or Never,” “She Don’t Even Know”) using 
throwback ’60 and ‘70s sounds.
Hedges now divides his time between 

AUSTIN WALKIN’ 
CANE
Muso

Austin Charanghat’s journey reads like 
an Academy Award-winning screenplay: 
Intrepid Cleveland raconteur loses his leg 
to a circulatory defect, adopts the cool 
nickname given by a Bourbon street bum, 
regains his health and home life, and 
takes up his guitar with a vengeance.
But the story of “Walkin’ Cane” is no 
blues fairy tale: Charanghat is a real dude, 
a musician’s musician who cut his teeth 
on a four-track machine in basements and 
attics, honed his chops in cover bands 
and original rock ensembles (Skydogs, 
Lonesome Stars), then stretched out on 
a bunch of inspired, critically-acclaimed 
solo efforts (Murder of a Blues Singer, 
One Heart Walkin’). He’s opened for such 
big names as ZZ Top, Buddy Guy, Deep 
Purple, and Lynyrd Skynyrd, and ap-
peared on stages from Washington, D.C. 
to Katmandu, Nepal.
Now Charanghat is back with Muso, a 
collection of mostly original blues and 
folk numbers recorded last year at the 
historic G.A.R. Hall in Peninsula, Ohio, 
under the watchful eye (and ears) of pro-
ducer Don Dixon (Smithereens, R.E.M.).
Thirsty for a bit o’ blues that harkens 
back to Robert Johnson and Muddy 
Waters? The same brand of earnest 

vignettes sung by gravel-throated buskers 
in porkpie hats and suspenders? The sort 
of Delta-drenched slide-guitar sassafras 
and woeful, gospel-like singing popular-
ized by Blind Lemon Jefferson, Lightin’ 
Hopkins, and Willie Dixon? The kind of 
blues whose verses unfurl like a hitchhik-
er’s map through Memphis, New Orleans, 
Clarksdale, and Chicago?
Look no further than Cleveland’s own 
Walkin’ Cane.
Co-written with longtime pal and musical 
partner-in-crime Chris Allen (Rosavelt, 
Falling Stars)—and featuring drummer 
Freddie Perez-Stable (Colin Dussault, 
Sunshine Daydream), harmonica whiz 
Dave Morrison (Colin Dussault, Cletus 
Black), and Dixon himself on upright bass 
(and backing vocals “There Is No Blue”), 
Muso is a smoldering showcase of nimble, 
steel-string thumb-picking and glass slide 
glissando, soulful singing, and twelve-bar 
boogie-woogie bad-assery.    
On opener “Tell Me Why,” Walkin’ Cane 
asks a romantic interest why they’ve got 
to argue all the time. On “Who’s that 
Knockin’?” an estranged paramour wakes 
him in the dead of night for a scolding 
rather than write a Dear John letter later. 
And “20 Years Forgotten, 20 Years Gone” 
finds him growling how his girl is “gonna 
drag me down and walk away.” The track 
sounds so legit old-school that the only 
thing missing, really, is the crackle-and-
hiss of 78” Victrola vinyl beneath Cane’s 
rich Resonator guitar notes.
Elsewhere, things are more lighthearted: 
Cane curses his own vices on “Same 
Bad Habits,” praises his “one true love, 
my creole lady” on the tender “Delilah,” 
offers his companionship on the salacious 
Slim Harpo cover “Got Love If You Want 
It,” and exasperates to God over life’s foi-
bles and follies on “I Don’t Understand.”
“Gimme some kinda sign,” comes the 
husky-voiced plea. “Is it part of the plan 
to knock me down, just to make me get up 
again?” 
“Last Day of Summer” is a whimsical folk 
piece about the onset of autumn—and the 
beginning of a new school year—wherein 
crisp leaves and campfire ashes flit in the 

breezes created by Cane’s shimmy steel 
strings. “One Last Sunrise” is equally 
poignant. “Her Heart Went Missing” uses 
a police search in a remote woods (under a 
harvest moon) as a mournful metaphor for 
stolen desires.  
Cane saved the longest track for last. We 
aren’t sure exactly what’s going on in 
“Nothin’ Left of the Night,” but the verses 
strand the listener in a hospital room, 
whose bedridden patient apparently tried 
offing themselves (“tried to take away the 
pain”)—only to survive (for now) and 
brave the harsh morning light emanating 
through the window blinds. The cracklin’ 
electric guitar solo (possibly a Telecaster) 
is soul-rattling.
Catch Walkin’ Cane live in concert at 
Happy Dog, Stone Mad, Music Box, 
Kamms’ Red Lantern, Borderline Café in 
Lakewood, and more. He also performs in 
the Ohio City Singers during the holidays 
with Allen, Dixon, Perez-Stable, and 
Brent Kirby. 
Muso available now on Amazon and 
iTunes; CD also for sale at live appear-
ances.
www.walkincane.com 

Continued on Page 8

North Coast Artists
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216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic 

MITCH LARSON

June 13th
Kosicek Vineyards

w/ Melissa 5-8

June 21st
Debonne Vineyards

2:30-5:30

June 27 Lake Farmpark
w/Melissa 1-4

June 27th
528 Tavern w/Melissa

6-9

Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

Insurance
for the

rest of us.

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926

RAY FLANAGAN & 
BRENT KIRBY
Down Time

Two of Cleveland’s hardest-working trou-
badours teamed up this spring for a pair 
of pandemic ditties whose touching verses 
and refrains celebrate the extra leisure 
time with family—but lament the loss 
of paid gigs and the restrictions on close 
contact with friends. 
Released together, “Lay Down” and “With 
This Time” comprise their Down Time 
digi-double/ EP (not really a “single”), 
whereon each singer-songwriter gets a 
stab at lead vocals, then adds backup 
vocal harmonies to the other guy’s ballad. 
Flanagan breezes through the birdsong-in-
spired “Lay Down,” while Kirby croons 
on the tender “With This Time.”  
Working remotely per health protocols, 
the bearded bards recently performed the 
songs for an ideastream Applause Perfor-

mances online broadcast (link below). 
That’s how Flanagan and Kirby tracked 
their guitars and vocals, too, collaborating 
on computer files whose finished versions 
were mastered by David Alan Shaw at 
Somewhere Recording in Euclid (where 
the two string-pickers performed on the 
late Larry “Sur Lawrence” Trupo’s final 
tracks in October 2019).  
Flanagan, whose lives in Lakewood, can 
be seen and heard about town doing solo 
acoustic shows at Beachland, Bark-
ing Spider, Forest City Brewery, and 
Happy Dog. He also performs with the 
hard-rocking Authorities band and hosts 
an open mic night at The Winchester 
Tavern. He opened for Train at Blossom a 
couple summers back.
“Woke up this morning to rain on the 
roof,” he reports over tandem, stereo-
phonic guitar strums on “Lay Down,” 
establishing a Pete Seeger / Peter, Paul & 
Mary / early Simon & Garfunkel vibe. 
“Got nowhere to be, it was gone in one 
swoop.” 
Kirby, a Wisconsin native now residing 
in Cleveland Heights, keeps busy by jam-
ming in the Gram Parsons tribute band 
New Soft Shoe, recording with His Luck 
(Patience Worth), The Jack Fords (There 
It Is), and The Lost Fortunes (Coming 
Back to Life), and hosting a 10x3 weekly 
showcase (ten acts, three songs apiece) at 
Brothers Lounge. The multi-instrumen-
talist also rocks every Christmas season 
in the Ohio City Singers, albeit on drums 
instead of guitar.
On the delicate “With This Time,” Kirby 
bemoans how maintaining a social 
distance of six feet from friends “feels 
like six feet under.” Still, he’s happy to 
enumerate the fun things he can do to fill 
the extra hours—like hanging out with his 
wife, watching his kids grow, tending the 
garden, or trying to write another song.
“Slowing down is good, we get to talking 
like we should.” 
We last caught Kirby supporting Raul 
Malo (The Mavericks) at Music Box in 
The Flats, and it was a magical, don’t-
know-what-you-got-till-it’s-gone pre-pan-
demic evening.
https://rayflanaganauthorities.bandcamp.
com/album/down-time
www.brentkirby.com
www.rayflanagan.net 
https://www.ideastream.org/news/
applause-performances-brent-kir-
by-and-ray-flanagan

Continued From Page 7
Cleveland and New York (thus the “Cities 
and Coasts” moniker), but his music still 
evinces loyal love for the Erie shore and its 
working-class citizens.
Consider his new single, “Can’t Afford to 
Work No More.” Penned at the onset of the 
2020 pandemic, the digital download is an 
irresistible protest / musical manifesto with 
ear-candy guitar chords, sinewy bass, cool 
keyboards, and celestial vocal harmonies 
that takes advantage of the downtime to 
question why we toil and slave away for 
someone else’s second home. 
“I wanna know what’s on the other side 
of the door,” Hedges declares. “I will take 
what’s mine.” 
Like many Cities & Coast cuts, the mix 
leans heavy on Tom Petty, Bob Dylan, and 
David Bowie (the opening line echoes the 
dolphin-swimming verse in “Heroes”). It’s a 
sweet listen, sure to satisfy fans of The Gin 
Blossoms, Collective Soul, Big Head Todd, 
and other popular purveyors of everyman 
jangle-rock. And while the grass isn’t al-
ways greener, the message of self-awareness 
of one’s station in life and ultimate actu-
alization of personal potential are always 
golden.   

We also dig the song’s apartment-adorned 
cover art: It reminds us of Led Zeppelin’s 
Physical Graffiti sleeve…the windows 
speak to our shared sense of disconnect, 
isolation, and compartmentalization brought 
on by corona quarantine.  
Accompanying Hedges on microphone 
is fellow former Midwesterner and co-
New Preservationist Dan Miraldi  (Albino 
Winos), who has several critically-praised 
albums and EPs to his name (Chaos, 
Destruction & Dancing, Alphabet City, 2 
a.m.), and is a two-time finalist in the annual 
John Lennon Songwriting Contest. Miraldi’s 
2017 solo effort Love Under Fire features a 
fiery team-up with Cleveland blues rock-
ers Welshly Arms (“The Sweet Sound of 
Protest”).   
https://www.citiesandcoasts.com/ and 
iTunes
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 By Barbara Gubanyar and Dr. T Gallo

Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries

Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva

440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

CBD
PRODUCTS

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!

FEATURING
LOCAL

ARTISTS! ACCEPTING
EBT!

Boost your immune system! 
We have the products you need.

Earth’s
Natural Treasures &

Harmony Jade
now open at

Geneva-on-the-Lake!

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sundays starting 4/19, 11-3pm

Candy! We all look forward to something 
sweet and that spot is coming to Ashtabula 
County by way of a new facility and an 
additional location for Marianne’s Choc-
olates.  It was recently announced that 
Marianne’s will be opening a 4000 square 
foot facility in Austinburg and they will be 
hiring for at least nine new positions. We 
welcome that good news while we wait 
for the EPA to announce whether it will 
grant a new air permit to Petmin USA, 
who promises to expel tons more toxic 
waste into our air and water than allowed 
by their original permit, all for the good of 
a South African company and a promise of 
100 more jobs. Couldn’t we all use more 
candy? 
While every municipality must generate 
more revenue than expenses in order to 
remain viable, the question becomes what 
is next for the cities by the lake? Covid-19 
has put a financial strain on our systems 
and will continue to affect our local econ-
omies. The inequalities in our health care 
and social systems have been brought to 
light and folks are appropriately or rightly 
upset. We have been in a state of emergen-
cy. This has been a time for reflection – a 
time to consider what matters most to us 
as a community. It is time to take stock in 
what we have and what we need.  Let’s do 
some post-disaster debriefing.
Let’s dream our future together and make 
it happen. 
Taking stock in what we have:  As I was 
riding my bike through the business 
district of Ashtabula Harbor, I saw Tim, a 
retired nurse, and waterer of the hanging 
petunia baskets on Bridge Street, and I 

Photo by Sarah Brower

Disaster Debriefing 
knew all was well - or at least, we will get 
through it together. We live in a gorgeous-
ly green location that is full of opportu-
nity, water, land, and blue skies. We are 
resource rich! There are farms full of folks 
who have knowledge, skill, and experi-
ence, and tractors waiting to be utilized 
once again. There is The Lake Erie - a 
freshwater body that sustains our lives and 
ecosystems and secures our future. Our lo-
cal wines are surpassing those in Sonoma 
County. And don’t overlook our unrivaled 
ice wines.  
Ashtabula County’s tourism industry 
brought in nearly a half a billion dollars 
in business in 2017.  Tourism is the third 
largest industry in Ohio, and in an article 
about the 18 most successful small towns 
in the nation, tourism is the major industry 
in eleven. Other top industries in success-
ful small towns are health care, universi-
ties, agriculture, fishing, and technology. 
Monies from tourism are spread through-
out the county in restaurants, museums, 
bed and breakfasts, wineries, gas stations, 
markets, and other local businesses in 
the service industry, generating local tax 
dollars.  Residents should not be fooled 
or pressured into allowing our excellent 
resources here to be used against us, while 
pretending it is for our own good.
Carl Feather, local historian, author and 
videographer, recently warned in the Star 
Beacon, on May 20, 2020, of the destruc-
tion to our tourist industry by allowing 
Petmin to construct a pig iron plant in the 
middle of Ashtabula Harbor between two 
public beaches. The juxtaposition of the 
new plant in view of the promised hotel 
off Bridge Street seems like a potential 
disaster to our local economy, not to men-
tion spoiling the air and water surrounding 
the plant. Tourism dollars dwarf the pit-
tance the Petmin pig iron plant speculates 
it will bring into the county, while causing 
untold damage to our already thriving 
tourist industry. The Petmin plant is a five-
hundred-foot smoking gun, so to speak. 
As it turns out, symbiotic relationships 
are what have propelled microorganisms 
to prosper and propel organisms to thrive. 
Mutualism, a concept when both parties 
are better off, is best known in the human 

Photo by Erica Gaukel
gut - where bacteria work to break down 
ingested food, and bacteria have all they 
can eat. A win-win-win. Working together 
to find solutions to tough problems in a 
mutual beneficial way equates to long 
lasting sustainable solutions. How do we 
move ourselves through these hard times 
and come out stronger? Better. More resil-
ient. More connected. 
We can succeed by providing mutual 
care and building on our strength and 
resilience.  We are checking in on family 
and friends, helping neighbors through 
illness, weakness, and fear, and lending 
hands to elderly neighbors.  We, yes, we, 
our grands and great grands founded this 
country and look at the strides we’ve 
made.  Us, yes, us.  We’ve invented, im-
proved, idealized, immortalized, indulged, 
implemented, and improved.  Now is the 
time to imagine, and influence. It’s time to 
follow through and invest for ourselves, 
our children, and inspire our world to 
move forward. A solid investment is one 
that utilizes strengths, ensures growth, and 
benefits many. 
What have you thought of doing?  Where 
did your childhood dreams go?  
A community forum would be a great 
place to start, one led by a local influencer 
and inviting the entire community. We 
have residents who have lived through 
depressions, recessions, and natural disas-
ters. We have dedicated and hardworking 
community members and small business 
owners who can work toward a better 
future. We are accustomed to hard work. 
We need to come together in direct action. 
Now, let’s pass around the Marianne’s 
chocolates and pair it with a hearty red 
and get to it.  In unity there is strength. 
Side note: Ashtabula County Water Watch 
(ACWW) will be starting a webinar series 
soon to bring the community together 
and highlight potential dangers to our 
environment, while providing some ideas 
and solutions. Keep an eye out on www.
ACWW.org or follow ACWW on Face-
book (www.facebook.com/ashtabula-
countywaterwatch ).



Cleveland music scene and its history. 
But the acquisitions editor of Arcadia 
Publishing contacted me and asked if I 
would consider writing another book. 
The more I thought about it, I realized 
there were new clubs and venues that 
are now part of the music scene who 
would like to be noticed and recog-
nized. I spoke with Janet Macoska and 
we worked out a deal to use many of 
her images plus most of the photos in 
the book are in color. So, I decided to 
write the book. I have never regretted 
any book I have ever written.”
 “I really didn’t need to interview any-
one for the book. What I worked on was 
additional research for each photo since 
many of the artists are international tal-
ent. I needed to ask myself what I could 
write about in a short blurb to describe 
the photo that would be interesting to 
the reader. The rock posters that are pic-
tured in the book are courtesy of Bear 
at Raw Sugar Art Studios (Cleveland). I 
wanted to write this book because there 
is a new generation who deserve to 
know the rich music history that Cleve-
land has. That is why it’s the Rock and 
Roll Capital of the World.”
www.deannaadams.com 

Many of us 
have attended a 
concert or show 
where the venue 
was just as 
important as the 
artist. We often 
reminisce about 
where we saw a 
concert because 
it adds to the 
memory of our 
experience. 
We save ticket 
stubs, parking 
passes, souvenir 
programs and 
photos of our 
friends as we 
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VVNOW WE’RE TALKIN
 By Helen Marketti

A chat with Deanna Adams about her newest 
book release - Cleveland’s Rock and Roll Venues

talk about where we were and when. 
Cleveland author, Deanna Adams 
discusses her latest book, Cleveland’s 
Rock and Roll Venues (Arcadia Pub-
lishing, 2020) The foreword is written 
by Cleveland rock photographer, Janet 
Macoska whose incredible images are 
sprinkled throughout the book among 
other talented contributors. Music fans 
have poured into Cleveland over the 
last several decades to attend concerts 
at memorable venues. Some structures 
are no longer standing, some have been 
upgraded and there are brand new ones 
to explore. For any music fan seeking 
to relive memories or simply enjoy the 
beautiful photos and historical snips of 
information will want to add this book 
to their collection. 

 “I wasn’t planning on doing another 
book about the Cleveland music scene,” 
said Deanna. “I already had written a 
book before through Arcadia Publish-
ing, Cleveland’s Rock and Roll Roots 
(2010), not to mention my other book, 
Rock and Roll and The Cleveland 
Connection (The Kent State University 
Press, 2002) so I felt I had covered the 
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VWHAT’S ON THE SHELF

The thing we appreciate most about 
Kathy Valentine’s new autobiography is 
that she really is the author. 
Most reminiscing rockers rely on ghost 
writers or hire hopeful interns to tran-
scribe hours of interview tape into 
comprehensive prose. Not so this Go-
Go: Valentine wrote All I Ever Wanted 
by herself—drawing from diary entries, 
journals, archived itineraries, and curated 
Filo-Fax calendars.
That the auburn-haired bassist acquits 
herself a Lady of Letters shouldn’t come 
as a surprise to diehard Go-Gos fans, 
most of whom were probably already 
aware that Kath was responsible for 
writing (or co-writing) some of the girl 
group’s greatest hits (“Can’t Stop the 
World,” “We Don’t Get Along,” “Vaca-
tion,” “I’m the Only One,” “Head Over 
Heels”). 
But yeah, these words, and the memories 
they impart, the emotions they recreate, 
and the people, places, and events they 
describe, are hers alone. What’s more, 
they’re insightful and entertaining, too. 
It’s as if your best friend, or, say, big 
sis, went off to become a rock star, then 
returned home to relate her experiences 
over a series of coffee-fueled sessions in 
your living room. The pages emanate a 
genuine vulnerability that transcends faux 
candor and woe-is-me celebrity regret, 
which isn’t to discount any rock star’s 
willingness to open themselves up and let 
the general public make a smorgasbord 
of their privacy. It’s a refreshing brand 
of intimacy that rises above your typical, 
gushingly gracious autobiographer invita-
tion into one’s personal life…and a com-
pelling tell-all of one woman’s success in 
a machismo musical world. 
Like the wooden Kraft Korner keepsake 
box that follows her throughout her life, 
Valentine opens up on her tumultuous 
early days bouncing between England, 
New Jersey, and Austin, Texas, with a 
lovely but too-liberal bohemian mom 
whose drinking, drug use, and romantic 

 By Pete Roche

All I Ever Wanted: A Rock ‘n’ Roll Memoir
By Kathy Valentine

dalliances steer young Kathy down a dark 
path. The aspiring musician—who en-
joyed listening to The Rolling Stones, Led 
Zeppelin, and Mountain, and takes a shine 
to guitar gods like Keith Richard, Eric 
Clapton, and Jimmy Page—starts experi-
menting with marijuana, alcohol (“liquid 
forget”), and acid (with funny names like 
“orange sunshine” and “windowpane”) 
before she’s even old enough to drive. 
And the psychic trauma of awkward first 
sexual encounters (some wanted, others 
not so much) and an out-of-state abortion 
(pre-Roe v. Wade) comes back to torment 
Valentine in her thirties. At one point she 
even competes with her mother for the 
same bad-influence boyfriend. 
Still, there are happy times: Kathy takes 
music lessons at Greenbriar school, learns 
carpentry with a guy named Berny,  picks 
up her first guitar (a blonde telecaster sim-
ilar to Keith Richard’s deluxe model), and 
begins “throwing shapes” in her first band 
(Childhood’s End), when not listening to 
Deep Purple or T-Rex. She attends her 
first concerts (Ray Charles, Bruce Spring-
steen) with close friends (like Marilyn)—
and has an epiphany watching Suzi Quatro 
on Top of the Pops: 
“I knew women existed in music, but I’d 
never seen or heard of any of those wom-
en,” writes Valentine. 
“Seeing Suzi Quatro had the same effect 
as lightning bolts shooting through my 
grandma’s house, with thunder blasting 
along.”
Bouncing between L.A. and Austin, Kathy 
lands a job at a beer warehouse and plays 
clubs with nascent groups like Lickedy 
Split, Painted Lady, the Violators, and 
The Textones (with Carla Olson). It’s 
there—in Hollywood—where Valentine 
makes her first crucial connections while 
frequenting venues like Madame Wong’s, 
Club 88, Flippers, and The Starwood. Go-
Gos guitarist Charolotte Caffey asks her to 
fill in for bassist Margaret Olivarria for a 
key series of end-of-year shows poised to 
land the ladies a record deal. So, Valen-

tine, who 
still prefers 
playing gui-
tar, borrows 
a Fender 
Mustang 
bass and, on 
a three-day 
coke binge, 
commits the 
Go-Go’s 
repertoire to 
memory.
“Each tune 
had a distinct 
personality 
and sound, 
all of them 
powered by 
great drum-
ming and 
melodies,” Kathy comments on the demo 
tape she was given. “The Go-Gos blend-
ed punk, pop, surf, and rock like no one 
else.”
The concerts are triumphant, but no record 
execs are courageous enough to add an 
all-girl band to their predominantly male 
rosters…except eccentric Miles Copeland, 
who signs Kathy and Charlotte along with 
fellow Go-Gos Belinda Carlisle (vocals), 

Jane Wiedlin (guitar), and Gina 
Schock (drums) to his I.R.S. label. 
The book’s meaty mid-section 
will sate readers who came just 
for an inside look at the Go-Gos 
sudden ascent, zany zenith, and 
ugly disintegration. Valentine 
recalls road-tripping with Sting 
and The Police, socializing with 
fellow Texans ZZ Top, Eric 
Johnson, Stevie Ray Vaughan, 
and getting frisky backstage with 
the Farriss brothers in INXS. The 
ladies rock Anaheim Stadium with 
David Bowie, perform to a crowd 
of 300,000 at Rock in Rio with 
The Scorpions, B-52s, AC-DC, 
and Yes, and pose for PETA’s 
first major ad campaign (“We’d 
rather go naked than wear fur”). 
Bestselling albums Beauty and 

the Beat, Vacation, and Talk Show spawn 
singles (“Our Lips are Sealed,” “We Got 
the Beat,” “Head Over Heels) that would 
come to define the decade.
Kathy’s visceral vignettes practically 
transform readers into honorary band 
members backstage. Chaperoned by man-
ager Ginger Canzeroni, the gals submit 
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Complete Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

Fortney Dental Group
299 South Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041

440-466-2721
Hours by appointment including evenings & Saturdays • Serving Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga Counties
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Preventative Services: Hygiene Therapy
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Financing:
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It’s Never Too Late
   To Have a Great Smile! Vto kooky costumes and bubble baths for 

video shoots and album covers (the towels 
famously worn on Beauty and the Beat 
were promptly returned) but scoff at disc 
jockeys and journalists who dub the Go-
Gos America’s new “darlings” and focus 
on the ladies’ sex appeal instead of their 
songs. 
Laughter roars (and tears roll) as the 
quintet indulges in adventures, escapades, 
heartaches, and breakdowns in airports, 
busses, and dressing rooms around the 
world. Grapefruits and Hostess Sno-Balls 
are hurled from hotel windows, ostensibly 
to “check for sound” upon landing. Money 
rolls in, fancy cars and spacious homes are 
bought, and copious drugs are consumed. 
The 20-something starlets spend the early 
‘80s bonding over creative decisions, legal 
obstacles, financial setbacks, and health 
problems—including Schock’s heart scare 
and Caffey’s drug addiction.
“Friendships in the band overlapped, 
rising and falling like tides, with no real 
issues in terms of personal difficulties,” 
notes Kathy. “Resentments, jealousies, 
and insecurities had their own undercur-
rent, but these, too, came and went with-
out real damage. I had no desire to sing 
lead or be the star—growing up a Stones 
fan had imprinted me with their format as 
the ultimate band template: I was fine with 
there always being a ‘Mick Jagger.’ Would 
I have rather been the “Keith?’ Absolute-
ly.” 
Valentine travels to Greece, Cancun, and 
Jamaica with boyfriend (and Blondie 
drum legend) Clem Burke, rubs elbows 
at the MTV Video Music Awards, parties 
with Roger Daltrey and Iggy Pop, and 
hangs poolside with Rod Stewart. Later, 
she visits recording studios to watch Keith 
Richards and Jimmy Page track their 

guitar parts, witnesses the Traveling Wil-
burys’ (Tom Petty, George Harrison) first 
sessions, and befriends Bob Dylan (and is 
gifted a song by Zimmerman himself).  
But there are also missed opportunities—
like losing a movie role in Michael J. 
Fox’s Light of Day to Joan Jett and get-
ting dissed by heartthrob Rob Lowe after 
a Johnny Cash concert. She’s overcome 
with regret after cheating on Burke with 
a salacious Australian producer. Cash 
shortfalls lead to downsized homes, hum-
bler living, and regular A.A. meetings. 
The hits stop coming, and the Go-Gos are 
bested by another femme-fatale outfit—
The Bangles—on the pop charts. The 
fivesome fragments when Wiedlin quits 
and Carlisle goes solo, taking Caffery 
with her. Valentine’s ego is bruised again 
when she learns the lead singing on her 
first solo demos just isn’t good enough, 
and her wits are tested when a trow-
el-wielding maniac breaks in and holds 
her hostage (with friends Carlene Carter 
and Charlie Sexton).
“Some of us need to lose what we love—
all we ever wanted—in order to find what 
we need,” Kathy reflects on her down-
and-out days.
The look back culminates with a tender 
father / daughter reconciliation and a glo-
rious Go-Gos reunion (and second split) 
in the ‘90s, but stops shy of Valentine’s 
marriage, motherhood, and divorce. But 
she chronologizes post-Go-Gos musical 
ventures with Queen Bees (with Girl-
school’s Kelly Johnson) and World’s 
Cutest Killers, and recounts collabora-
tions with Dominique Davaloswith and 
Chrissy Amphlett (The Divinyls). All 
told, there’s a good twenty-five years 
unaccounted for—but Valentine does hint 
at a sequel tome.  
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TUESDAYS • 5-9
NO Open Mic at this time.
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Stay
Healthy & Safe!

ALL GIGS ARE WEATHER PERMITTING
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madewellmusic.com • steve@madewellmusic.com
Madewell Music on Facebook Steve Madewell on Reverb Nation

June 4 ..................7:00 PM .................. Madison Village Phil Madewell
June 6 ..................5:00.......................... Kosicek Winery Steve Madewell
June 6 ..................4:00.......................... Mr. Lee’s Phil Madewell
June 12................7:00.......................... Driftwood Point Phil & Steve
June 13................8:00.......................... The Harp* (Possible) Phil & Steve
June 20................3:30.......................... Debonne’ Vineyards Phil & Steve
June 21................2:00.......................... The Old Fire House Steve Madewell

Phil, The Dive Kings and I want to thank all of the venues we have enjoyed performing 
for. We recognize that these have been extremely difficult times and we appreciate all 

of your efforts to reopen and establish a new way of doing business!

■■■ By Steve MadewellVPEDESTRIAN  RAMBLINGS
“My Last gig was March 15
The day I got the news
Mike Dewine was on TV
Telling us what to do
He said that we must stay at home
It’s a war we just can’t lose
So I stayed here in the valley
To fight the old COVID Blues”
I got home from playing music at a 
Bloody Mary Bar at 1928 Coffee and 
Brew just in time to catch the governor 
on TV announcing the stay at home order. 
I wasn’t surprised with the Governor’s 
actions as I had already started getting 
emails and phone calls canceling gigs and 
I had already canceled a house concert 
planned for the following week for Fen-
drick and Peck. They are a wonderfully 
talented couple from Minnesota and I had 
been looking forward to introducing them 
to friends in my musical circle. Nor was 
I surprised by the diverse reactions that 
followed.
“Some folks thought this was a hoax
Said it was just a joke
Spread by the democrats 
Trying to steal our votes!
While we were all wondering
If this was real or not
People who were in the know
Began to sell their stock”
While I was out walking the other day, I 
found myself thinking about the amazing 
conspiracy theories as they continue to 
spin out of the current challenges facing 
the world and our country, and regardless 
of which side of the political spectrum 
a person is on, it is apparent there is an 
overwhelming amount of hatred and 
anger in our world today. 
So I began to make the effort, to look for 
and think about the goodness that is also 
present: 
With so many bars, wineries and en-
tertainment outlets closed by the stay 
at home order, local parks were simply 
swamped. As I walked along, I was 
amazed to see so many people out 
walking on a weekday morning in April. 
All across Ohio, and the nation for that 
matter, park visitation was dramatically 
increased for March, April, and May. 
Health experts widely agree that spend-

ing time in the out of doors provides re-
markable benefits for physical health and 
mental wellbeing. And as a society, we 
certainly need this, and connecting with 
nature is always a great thing especially 
with family and close friends.  
I have many friends and family members 
who have been working from home and 
this has proven to be completely doable 
for many people. In some situations, this 
may result in higher productivity with 
less work-related costs and operational 
overhead. With today’s available technol-
ogy, people can access data remotely and 
conduct virtual meetings on Face Time, 
Zoom, and other platforms. It’s a much 
shorter commute!  
And music... In addition to an income, 
musicians perform as a way of life, it is 
like something they have to do, and when 
the performance venues were closed the 
need to perform did not stop. As all of my 
spring and most of my summer perfor-
mances were canceled, I, like many other 
musicians, began looking into virtual 
performances. Some folks simply utilized 
their phone and others began using sophis-
ticated setups to offer on-line concerts. 
And as with anything “new”, there was 
a learning curve for everyone involved. 
I found myself reaching out to and being 
contacted by other musicians seeking 
information on various approaches to 
“broadcasting” Facebook Live perfor-
mances. In the process, I was able to enjoy 
many local musicians that I knew but nev-
er had the chance to see and hear perform. 
I watched them on Facebook!
Out of this enhanced networking, a 
remarkable sense of community began to 
develop with many local musicians. This 
was perhaps best illustrated with the NEO 
Local Musicians Live Stream initiated by 
Eric Andrews. In addition to messaging 
several times, I also spoke with Eric about 
this effort. Eric performs locally and like 
so many other musicians he was trying 
to find a way to keep making and sharing 
music. It occurred to him that setting up a 
Facebook page specifically to host internet 
performances by local musicians could 
be beneficial to musicians, fans of live 
music, and even the venues that hosted 
live music. He told me that he had these 

three things in mind when he set up the 
page. He expected that during their perfor-
mances musicians would draw attention 
and support for the venues that hosted live 
music in NE Ohio and were still offer-
ing pickup or drive-by services. He also 
recognized that the efforts of individual 
musicians or acts would be enhanced by 
cross-promotion on one page that listed 
multiple “virtual performances”. And this 
would also increase networking opportu-
nities for musicians.
It was a beautiful idea and altogether 20 
or so performers have participated since 
Eric set the page up. For several weeks, 
Eric coordinated and published weekend 
schedules and while participants were 
performing live on their own Facebook 
page, Eric would “share” their perfor-
mance on the NEO Local Musicians Live 
Stream page. Music enthusiasts could go 
to one page to listen to their favorite local 
musicians and also have the opportunity to 
check out several other local performers. 
It is safe to say there were thousands of 
views enjoyed by folks who were looking 
for entertainment during the stay at home 
order. 

So what is in store for the future? As 
businesses begin to re-open, and venues 
figure out how and when to host live mu-
sic again, I am sure there will be a decline 
in Facebook performances, but I don’t 
think it will go away. One of the things 
that I observed was the ability to connect 
with people all across the country and 
with people who might not go out for any 
number of reasons. In the 20 or shows that 
I have posted over the past few months, I 
have interacted with old and new friends 
from Nova Scotia to Texas, from Maine to 
California. What a wonderful thing!  
In addition to Eric’s efforts, I have discov-
ered several other collaboratives, many of 
which are associated with regional chap-
ters of the International Folk Alliance. 
who have provided many of these same 
services. And there are many inherent 
benefits in continuing these performances. 
Here in Ohio, Cleveland Folknet just an-
nounced that in lieu of their annual sum-
mer concert series they will be offering 
virtual concerts featuring local musicians. 
It is apparent that many, many people 
have been introduced to internet music 
live streams as a result of the pandemic, 
and this is surely not going away.
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VNOW WE’RE TALKIN
 By Helen Marketti

Your FM Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers!

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

www.magic1025.com

Burt Ward, who played sidekick Robin 
in the 1960s TV Show, Batman (1966 – 
1968), recently took some time to share 
memories and current projects. 
“I always enjoyed watching I Love Lucy 
and The Ed Sullivan Show. I liked Ed Sul-
livan because you could see people from 
all over the world. I also loved watching 
Superman. That’s the show that started 
the whole process of me wanting to be a 
superhero. My mother had a photo of me 
when I was three years old sitting on my 
tricycle with a bath towel around my neck 
held together by a clothespin. I wanted to 
be Superboy!” (laughs).
Burt was not involved in acting during 
his school years. It was all by chance and 
networking that things progressed as he 
got older. “I went to Beverly Hills High 
School and of course many famous people 
went to that school including sons and 

Interview with 1960s Batman sidekick Burt Ward
daughters of film 
directors, produc-
ers and so forth,” 
he remembers. “I 
decided during high 
school that I wanted 
to be an actor. I 
went to UCLA to 
take classes on 
acting.”
He continues: “My 
father was a real 
estate broker in 
Beverly Hills. He 
sold many houses 
to celebrities. In fact, I became one of the 
youngest real estate agents in the state of 
California right after I turned 18. I knew 
so much about the business from my 
father that I actually passed all of my ex-
ams and became a licensed agent without 
having to take any classes.”

“It was all 
by chance 
how I got 
into the 
movie 
industry. I 
was show-
ing a house 
to a gentle-
man named 
Saul David, 
who was 
a well-re-
spected 
movie pro-
ducer. He is the one who suggested I stop 
by the 20th Century Fox studios for an 
interview. Because I had never tried out 
for any parts before, I wasn’t jaded with 
rejection so I was happy just to have the 
opportunity and never thought it would 
go anywhere. The part of Robin was the 
first part I had tried out for. I didn’t even 
know what the show was at the time. I 
remember meeting the casting director 
who asked me if I would like to meet the 
executive producer and I happily agreed. 
I didn’t have a clue that not everyone got 
to meet the executive producer. I thought 
everyone did!” (laughs). “William Dozier 
was a prominent producer. He had been 
the VP at CBS. I remember when I met 
him, I said, ‘Hello Sir!’ and shook his 
hand. He definitely looked at me a bit 
strangely. He then asked me if I would 
like to do a screen test and I said, ‘Sure!’ 
because I thought everyone got to do a 
screen test.” (laughs).
Burt went on to impress the powers that 
be. “1959 was the first year that Karate 
was introduced to the United States. I 
had been studying it during high school. 
So, I was doing the moves and busted a 
board, then I was able to do a screen test 
with Adam West. When that was over, I 
thanked them for their time and started to 
leave. But they sent me to wardrobe to be 
fitted for the Robin costume. It was the 
most uncomfortable costume I have ever 
worn. Well, I got the part and actually 
had it for close to a month before anyone 
officially told me. Adam West will always 
be THE Batman. He and I got along great. 
We never followed a script. Much of our 
dialogue was adlibbed on the spot.”
When asked why he thinks fans are 
still interested in Batman 50 years later, 
Burt said, “Batman has a wide appeal to 
children because it’s hero worship. Who 
wouldn’t want to be riding in the Bat-
mobile, climbing walls and fighting for 
justice? The color and glamor are there. 
Many remember the comic book and now 

the characters have come to life.”
He continues: “At the time, high school 
and college students were difficult to 
reach. They didn’t want to be told what 
to do, after all it was the 60s. Adam and 
I did what we wanted on the show. Then 
high school and college students were 
starting to become interested because of 
our dialogue and suggestiveness. There 
was something for everyone watching 
Batman.”
The character of Robin has been res-
urrected, with Burt playing the role on 
a few CW Network programs such as 
Supergirl, Legends of Super Heroes, and 
Batwoman. 
On January 9, 2020, Burt was awarded 
a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame: 
“It only took 50 years!” (laughs), “I am 
right across from Adam West. Our stars 
are facing each other just like we faced 
each other on camera. It was purposely 
planned that way. We are right in front of 
the Guinness World Record Museum.”
Burt and his wife Tracy are involved with 
caring for man’s best friend, starting 25 
years ago. “Dogs are usually rescued by 
their breed,” explains Burt. “We origi-
nally started rescuing Great Danes. They 
are gentle giants. Tracy and I decided we 
needed to do more. Thankfully we have 
the space, land, and resources to take care 
of these dogs in addition to veterinary 
services. We now take any breed of dog. 
At one point we were taking care of 60 to 
70 adoptions a week. Great Danes usually 
live seven to nine years. English Mastiff’s 
live around five to seven years. Tracy and 
I started working on what we could do to 
help dogs live longer. We came up with a 
special feeding and care program which 
is on our web site: www.gentlegiantsdog-
food.com.”
“On average, our program adds three to 
five ears to a dog’s life. We had a Great 
Dane that lived to be 16 years old. Tracy 
and I figured we could make the finest 
food money can buy. We hired four top 
nutritionists. Our food is only 9% fat. 
Our dogs are living longer and are more 
active. In fact, we have 50 dogs at our 
house at any given time! We do not make 
any salary from this dog food, not a dime. 
This is all about helping people’s dogs 
live a longer and healthier life. If you 
look at our web site, there are hundreds of 
testimonials. Our dog food is sold at all 
Walmart and Target stores. We are now 
working on creating a cat food. I think of 
this in terms of ‘I used to be a cape cru-
sader and now I am a canine crusader.’”

Robin with Batarang

V
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KID MITCHELL & TED ALEXANDER

 By Cat LillyV
Protest Music
Part One

“Right was the tyrant king who once 
said, ‘Beware of a movement that sings’. 
Whenever and wherever the oppressed 
challenge the old order, songs are on 
their lips. Sing and fight!”
The Wobblies (Industrial Workers of the 
World)
In 1966, I was barely into my teens. The 
nightly news was bombarding us with 
images of war in Vietnam and civil unrest 
at home. CKLW was streaming down 
the airwaves with 50,000 watts from 
Detroit’s Motor City. Just a kid growing 
up in a small rural community, walk-
ing down the railroad tracks, transistor 
radio blaring from my shirt pocket. 
Bob Dylan’s “The Times They Are A’ 
Changin’” and “Blowin’ in the Wind”; 
Marvin Gaye with “What’s Goin’ On” 
and the Temptations’ “Ball of Confu-
sion” - the message had a huge impact. I 
became aware of the power of music to 
implement social change. My ideas about 
the world were beginning to form, and I 
knew which side I wanted to be on.
Our nation is experiencing a troubled 
time like no other. The discord, division, 
and constant political turmoil of the last 
four years have been extremely stress-
ful. Civil unrest is boiling over into the 
streets. On top of that, I feel like we, as 
a nation, have all just collectively faced 
our mortality together. And when we are 
forced to confront our mortality head-on, 
it changes us. I’m not the same person I 
was before the pandemic. These months 
of self-isolation, worry, and fear have 
caused a re-structuring of my priorities. 
In the words of Pulitzer prize-winning 
biographer, John Meacham: “We are 
fighting for the soul of America, a battle 
for our better angels.”
“To sin by silence when they should pro-
test makes cowards of men.” – Abraham 
Lincoln                   
Protest songs have been around for centu-
ries. They usually fall into two main cat-
egories: politically charged, taking issue 
with government, or culturally motivat-

ed, outrage at 
injustices aimed 
at marginalized 
groups. Music is 
passion. Noth-
ing generates 
passion like 
government 
oppression and 
social injustice. 
“The Cutty 
Wren” dates 
back to the Peasant’s Re-
volt of 1381 in England. 
Yep, six hundred years ago peasants sang 
of killing the wren (i.e. the feudal lord) 
and distributing his wealth among the 
poor. The French rebels marched on Paris 
to the strains of the Marseillaise.  America 
itself was born from boycotts and protest 
against taxation. Poems and songs spread 
the word quickly. The Sons of Liberty fi-
nally had enough at the Boston Tea Party, 
drafted a Declaration of Independence, 
and started their first war as a country. 
“Yankee Doodle” was actually written by 
British soldiers to mock revolutionary 
troops, but Americans took up the tune 
and sang it proudly in response.
So our country won its freedom, but not 
everyone was free. One hundred years 
later, slavery and abolition became the 
themes of protest music. The African 
culture was a musical one; music accom-
panied everyday activities like waking, 
eating, and working. Africans had no 
written language – their history was hand-
ed down by oral tradition. Captured from 
their home and stripped of their culture 
(including language, music, and instru-
ments), they found small comfort from the 
cruelty and hard work in field hollers and 
work songs.  
The early protest songs of the slaves were 
lifted from the Bible, mostly derived 
from hymns, with themes of freedom or 
escape. “Go Down, Moses” is based on 
Old Testament stories of Moses freeing 
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and 
was reportedly used by Harriet Tubman as 
a code song while operating the Under-
ground Railroad. 
As America pulled out of the Civil War 
and its class and racial divides evolved, 

protest music likewise shifted and adapted 
with the music of the early 20th century. 
The advent of electrical music recording 
in the 1930s meant that a song could 
proliferate outside of oral tradition, and 
record players and radios surged into wide 
distribution. Music entered into its first 
stage of “pop,” with genres like big band, 
jazz, and ragtime. Protest music followed 
suit, with tunes and lyrics that were more 
complex than the simple, easy-to-learn 
Civil War–era songs.
Billie Holiday’s 1939 song “Strange 
Fruit” was the first of its kind, bringing 
protest songs into the popular music 
realm. Up until this point, protest songs 
functioned to call people together for a 
central mission, and followed a simple 
form, many times with call and response. 
But “Strange Fruit” elevated the genre to 
an art. With its shocking lyrics describing 
a Southern lynching, it was a harrowing 
yet poetic commentary on racism, de-
signed to make people wake up and listen. 
“Which Side Are You On?”
Popular protest music ballooned further 
into the mainstream when contemporary 
folk began to hit radios in the post–World 
War II 1940s. Folk artists like Pete Seeger 
and, a decade or so later, Peter, Paul, and 
Mary and Joan Baez, used the mostly 

acoustic form to 
broadcast their 
politics to a 
nation struggling 
through post-de-
pression poverty 
and labor abus-
es, especially in 
the coal mines. 
During the 
bloody Harlan 
County War 
in Kentucky, activist 
Florence Reece, wife of a 
union organizer, penned “Which Side Are 
You On?”     
Woody Guthrie, from Oklahoma, grew up 
working class in the Dust Bowl, listen-
ing to labor activist and songwriter Joe 
Hill, and jump-started the folk protest 
movement. He penned “This Land Is Your 
Land” in critical response to ultra-popu-
lar Broadway songwriter Irving Berlin’s 
smash hit “God Bless America.” Although 
the last two, more controversial verses 
were left off the original recording, the 
song nonetheless became an anthem for 
the working class.                
“I too, sing America.” – Langston Hughes

Continued on Page 16

Bob Dylan

Joan Baez
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VON THE BEAT
While folk mu-
sic was blowing 
up, soul music 
was too. In the 
1950s, black art-
ists began mak-
ing music with 
roots in gospel 
music, blues, 
and jazz that was 
positioned in 
direct response 
to the injustices 
of the civil rights 

era, and dubbed “freedom songs”. 
Singer-songwriter Nina Simone’s first 
protest song was an angry backlash to 
the 1963 murder of civil rights activist 
Medgar Evers in Mississippi, and the 
bombing of a Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Alabama in which four young black 
girls were killed. “Mississippi Goddam” 
became the fiery anthem of black political 
protest.
Sam Cooke set a different tone with 
1964’s “A Change Is Gonna Come”, a 
track that expressed less anger and more 
melancholy hopefulness. A decade later, 

poet and singer Gil Scott-Heron released 
1971’s “The Revolution Will Not Be 
Televised,” a spoken-word ode to the 
black power movement. The Vietnam War 
era inspired a plethora of popular protest 
songs, which I will address next time. 
The tactics and situations change, but the 
goal remains the same – a better life for 
ordinary people. These are the songs of 
the oppressed, the downtrodden, the disin-
herited. The songs of people who fight for 
their rights on picket lines and battlefields, 
in prisons and at the polls. The songs of 
men and women who have raised their 
voices against political and industrial tyr-
anny, against child labor, hunger, poverty, 
and unemployment.
These are the songs of the textile mill 
hand, the coal miner, the migrant worker 
who is “cutting that wheat, stacking that 
hay, tryin’ to make bout a dollar a day.” 
The songs of the runaway slaves who 
chant “No more auction block for me”, 
and the Irish rebel hanged by English 
soldiers. The fight for freedom and a 
better life knows no boundaries. It has its 
martyrs and its heroes, and these are the 
songs that speak for them. To be contin-
ued……………      

Continued From Page 15

Happy 1st Birthday to 
Cask 307 
Cask 307 will be celebrating their one 
year milestone with a birthday bash on 
June 20th.
The venue will be open from 11-8PM 
with a reverse happy hour from 11-2PM. 
Live music by Maria Petti from 3-6PM. 
Food from The Hawaiian Guy’s Barbecue. 
Don’t miss the Craft vendors, specials & 
giveaways!
See the Cask 307 ad on page 5 for lo-
cation, entertainment listing, and other 
events.
www.cask307.com/events  

Music from the House 
on the Hill
This event is a mini-folk festival stream-
ing live on Sunday, June 14 7-9 pm
Join some of Northeast Ohio’s top musi-
cians in a celebration of traditional string 
band music. Bluegrass, folk, country, and 
Americana live streaming performances 
in the historic Deming House in Cleve-
land Heights, OH. Featuring: Paul Kovac, 
David Mayfield, Abby Luri, Carrie King, 
Aaron Jonah Lewis, Andrew Bonnis. 
Stream here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QqQptfDuLqU&feature=youtu.
be 

Share The Arts Super 
Summer
Rabbit Run Community Arts Association 
(RRCAA) in Madison is happy to an-
nounce SHARE THE ARTS SUPER SUM-
MER, which allows everyone, both new 
and continuing students, to participate in 
our virtual arts programming free of charge 
through the summer session.
Thanks to Community Partners Dworken 
& Bernstein, Co., LPA, and Lighthouse Ad-
visers as well as an anonymous donor gift, 
we are able to provide instruction through 
the summer without cost to anyone.
We know that everyone is struggling to 

retain some continuity in their lives due 
to the pandemic, and our hope is that art, 
music, drama and dance can help to calm 
fears and engage minds. 
 While Rabbit Run Theater is not able 
to open its doors this summer due to 
state-mandated restrictions, but we have 
so much going on with our fine arts educa-
tional programming this summer that will 
be shared virtually.
Six-week long, virtual dance classes are 
available for all ages from 3 to 103 in 
creative movement, ballet, jazz, Zumba®, 
choreography and modern dance.  The 
summer dance session runs from June 22 
through Aug. 1.
School-aged youth can enjoy Youth 
Camps in June, as well as classes in 
drawing and sculpture in July.  Several of 
the very popular canvas art workshops are 
planned for later in the summer. Junior 
Theater Camp for youth ages 4 through 7 
and Explorer’s Theater Camp for ages 8 
through 15 cover all aspects of stagecraft 
for children who love to act or want to 
know about theatre.  Both Theater Camps 
will be held June 15 through June 19.
Music Play, a six-week, music series for 
young children under the age of 5, and 
is being held once a week from June 22 
through July 27.  By using music and 
movement activities, parents, care givers 
and children will discover the pure delight 
of playing music and movement games, 
laying the foundation for a lifetime of 
music and movement enjoyment.
Have you always wanted to learn how to 
play a musical instrument or brush up on 
musical skills?  Now is a perfect time to 
sign up for weekly lessons, and openings 
are still available in brass, guitar, bass, 
mandolin, ukulele, piano/keyboard, violin, 
viola, cello, fiddle, woodwinds and voice. 
These are private through the Zoom 
platform.
Final touches are being added to all 
summer programs right now. No need to 
worry about having the available funds to 
pay, this summer is on us!
Call RRCAA at 440-428-5913 Regis-
tration for theater camps, art camps and 
classes, music play and dance classes are 
now open so call soon!  

Enjoy Great Savings With “Discount Deals” 
Online: www.mix971FM.com

Jeremy James
and

Mark Allen
Join "Mark & Jer"

weekday mornings
from 5:30 to 9am

as they start your day!

Pete Seeger
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NOTES FROM TOM TODD

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

TOM TODD THE AMAZING
ONE-MAN-BAND

Wed., June 10th • 6pm 
Panini's Restaurant

Highland Hts.

Mon., June 15th
Old Firehouse Winery 6pm 

Mon., June 22nd
Old Firehouse Winery 6pm

Sat., June 27th
Old Firehouse Winery 2:00

Mon., June 29th
Old Firehouse Winery 6pm

Mon., July 6th
Old Firehouse Winery 6pm

Fri., July 10th
Old Firehouse Winery 6pm

Mon., July 13th
 Old Firehouse Winery 6pm

With the events that have trans-
pired, and that keep transpiring, 
regarding the corona virus, I would 
like to officially change my choice for 
who my favorite superheroes are. So 
stand aside Superman, Batman, and 
good old Aquaman. I have a new list 
now.

In reverse order:
7. The stores that sell groceries. 

Many people predicted scary food 
shortages, long lines, looting and riot-
ing. I stopped into one store recently 
and was very much relieved. There 
was a normal amount of shoppers, all 
calm and going about their business. 
The shelves were well stocked. There 
were plenty of meats, milk, and 
bread. There were a few open spaces 
on the shelves where some particular 
item was sold out, but those were 
few. There were a couple open areas 
in the cold medicine department, but 
there were still plenty of cold and 
flu products available in comfort-
ably large numbers.  One employee 
said the one thing they’ve been 
having trouble keeping in stock was 
toilet paper. But instituting the old 
one-per-customer rule insured that 
everyone gets some, wiping away any 
worries I had in that department. So, 
a big thank you to the grocery store 
owners and the workers (and the driv-
ers of the supply trucks) for taking 
care of us!

6. Gasoline stations. Have you seen 
the price of gas lately? It’s amazingly 
cheap! We are a country that is very 
much dependent upon our vehicles, 
and it is reassuring to drive by a gas 
station and see that gas is inexpensive 
and available. Can you imagine what 
it would be like if the gasoline cor-
porations squeezed off the flow just 
a little? The prices would skyrocket 
and long desperate lines would form. 
So I am thankful for that whole chain 
of refinery-distributor-local stations 
that are keeping things running. 

5. The people who keep the elec-
tricity and gas and phone/computer 
lines going. How terrible it would 

be to not have these services running 
reliably. We have warm, cozy houses 
to stay in, power to cook our food and 
run our appliances. We have ways 
to keep in touch with each other and 
to even keep ourselves entertained. I 
tell you, even in spite of this medical 
emergency, we are lucky to live in the 
time and place that we do.

4. And of course, the police and 
firemen who are still out there doing 
their jobs. They are often forced into 
close situations with other people, 
potentially sick people, increasing the 
possibility that they will also become 
ill. But they do their duty. We need 
these men and women to still be ready 
for any emergency, and they are!

3. Also of course, doctors, nurses 
and other healthcare workers who are 
working behind the scenes to stockpile 
supplies, and making all the plans for 
dealing with potentially large num-
bers of sick people, such as where to 
put them, how to keep them isolated, 
what treatments to use, etc. If there is 
a sudden wave of sick people, these 
doctors, nurses, and other healthcare 
workers will be on the front lines, 
not only doing the medical work, but 
directly risking their own health.  So, 
a big salute and thank you to these 
talented people!

2. The American people. As this 
pandemic began to show itself, there 
were predictions and prophecies of 
people rioting, looting, hoarding, and 
committing rampant crimes against 
their fellow man. But, hey, we’re 
Americans! Our citizens seem to be 
doing their very best to remain calm, 
to be informed, to cooperate and even 
to help each other. So, way to go, fel-
low citizens! Be strong, be smart, and 
be compassionate!

And finally! (This may seem odd 
but read on.) 

1. The people who take care of 
our water supply! What’s the first 
thing everyone says? WASH YOUR 
HANDS! We take it for granted that 
our water supply is clean, safe and 

plentiful. And it is! And for pennies 
a day! We can wash our hands con-
fidently, knowing that, with just a 
little soap added, we are making a big 
difference in keeping the microbe situ-
ation under control, helping our bodies 
to defend themselves. And how about 
water for drinking? They say to keep 
well hydrated, so drink up and enjoy 
that cool, beautiful water! Probably 
almost as important is the frequent 
bathing of our entire bodies, head to 
foot. We expect that lovely warm wa-
ter cascading over our bodies to be as 
pure and wholesome as it has been for 
years. Also, washing our clothes and 
cleaning up around the house are all 
important, all helpful in fighting this 
illness and all possible because of that 
plentiful, clean, germ-free water that 
comes from our taps. So a BIIIIIIG 
THANK YOU to the men and women 
behind the scenes at the water supply.

So stand aside, Batman! Take off, 
Superman! Go jump in the lake, Aqua-
man! Our REAL HEROES are here to 
help us. And when this is all over and 
you go to the bars again, buy them a 
drink!

Heroes
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VMOVIE REVIEWS
 By Westside Steve Simmons

westsidesteve.com

Westside

Steve

June 19, 20 & 21
The Keys • Put-in-Bay

Fri: 7-10 • Sat: 2-4 & 8-11
Sunday: 1-4

June 29 & 30
The Keys • Put-in-Bay

Monday & Tuesday
2-4 & 6-9

Saturday, July 4
Old Firehouse Winery

2:30-6 PM • Geneva-on-the-Lake

New 4th solo CD...
Great Wishes & Small 

available in June!
www.cdbaby.com/artist/westsidestevesimmons

A little more June fun
So, because June is going to be a strange 
month, entertainment slowly returning to 
the bars and movie theaters about to open, 
you might want a couple more streaming 
opportunities to check out before things 
get completely back to normal. I don’t 
think I’ve mentioned one of my favorites. 
RESCUE ME has been around for a long 
time and frankly the description didn’t 
seem to appeal to me. Denis Leary is Tom-

Jay and Silent Bob 
reboot
Lionsgate|R|205 min
Hi gang, yes, there is some good news. 
The movie theaters are going to open any 
day now. I’m not quite sure how the ex-
perience will be with the new restrictions, 
or how many of the chains will survive. 
We’ve touched on a slew of good cable 
series in the last couple of issues so just in 
case you’re personally not ready to leave 
the house then you can view this at home. 
I’ve been looking forward to this one for 
over a year but when it was released it in-
explicably never found its way to general 
release. Now JAY AND SILENT BOB 
REBOOT is available on Amazon Prime 
and because of the cult following and the 
lockdown it has become the surprise box 
office hit of the season. I love Kevin Smith 
and he’s done quite a few interesting and 
quirky little movies. Don’t get me wrong I 
don’t seat him at the same table with Stan-
ley Kubrick, Tarantino, or Joel and Ethan 
Coen, but he’s still cool. Films including; 
CHASING AMY, the CLERKS series, and 
MALLRATS, have made Smith something 
of an acquired taste. I’m still cranky about 
the SUPERMAN movie they wouldn’t let 
him direct but that’s probably only a sore 
spot for a few of us purists anyway.
The reboot is nearly 20 years after 
CLERKS, a goofy story about the now 
legendary Millennial (or whichever 
generation) stoners. Let me say up front 
if you weren’t a fan before there’s a good 
chance you aren’t going to like the reboot; 
actually, you just might hate it.
The plot, what there is of it, starts out 

with Jay and Silent Bob Jason Mewes 
and Kevin Smith being hauled off to court 
for some sort of copyright infringement 
rubbish because the movie studio that 
made them famous owns the rights to 
their names and by law they can no longer 
identify themselves as such. Silly? No 
kidding. Tell that to Mike Love and the 
Beach Boys. As it turns out this nefarious 
studio is planning on making a new film 
based on those characters; the launch of 
which is based in California at an upcom-
ing event loosely based on Comic Con. 
Their aim is to make the trek from Jersey 
to Hollywood and stop the production 
of this film in its tracks. So right off the 
bat it’s a buddy film, a road film, and a 
redemption film in which Jay must come 
to grips with events that took place 18 
years ago. I will let you find that out for 
yourself but the plot is really a backdrop 
for dozens, if not hundreds, of inside mov-
ie jokes and comic book references. If you 
like that sort of stuff you’ll probably laugh 
out loud more than once. Also, there are a 
lot of cameos including Matt Damon, Ben 
Affleck, Val Kilmer, Tommy Chong, Chris 
Hemsworth and the very final Cameo 
from comic book Guru, Stan Lee among 
others. By the way keep in mind that the 
R rating it’s solely from the abundance of 
f-bombs so if you’re looking for violence 
or nudity you’ve come to the wrong place. 
Of course it doesn’t have the ground-
breaking value of its predecessors but it’s 
an interesting and often hilarious with a 
twist. See you at the movies next month.
B-
WSS

my Gavin, an Irish New York firefighter 
who sort of lost touch which reality after 
9/11. Not only did his marriage spin out of 
control but also his relationship with his 
kids as his drinking got harder and harder 
to manage. On top of that he started see-
ing dead people. And the dead people talk 
to him. After a few episodes the viewer 
becomes more and more sympathetic to 
Tommy. You get to know and love him, as 
well as the other guys in the firehouse, and 
become engrossed in all of their different 
lives and separate stories. It’s kinky, it’s 
quirky, but it’s not nearly as heavy-handed 
as the description might seem. It’s fun and 
just about impossible to stop watching. 
You can find it on Netflix. 

Another Netflix series called THE 
SINNER on the other hand isn’t quite 
as endearing and definitely not prone 
to humor. Bill Pullman stars as Harry 
Ambrose a clinical psychologist working 
as a detective tortured by a serious and 
troubled past. There are three seasons but 
only the first two are available on Netflix. 
Both seasons are separate and freestand-
ing so you don’t have to watch one before 
the other but both are based on some very 
dark psychological themes.
Also, I’d like to remind you that my 
fourth solo CD, my first studio album 
since 2013, will be released midway 
through this month. The title is GREAT 
WISHES AND SMALL and features 13 
brand new recordings. I’m very proud of 
it. Follow me at Westside Steve Simmons 
on Facebook for more details.
WSS

V
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VKICKIN’ IT
Country artists 
address racial issues in 
wake of Floyd killing
Country artists, ranging from Darius Tucker 
to Thomas Rhett, weighed in, expressing their 
revulsion at the killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis one week ago.
After a weekend in which protests around the 
U.S. resulted in violence and at least one death, 
country musicians took to social media to 
express their outrage at Floyd’s death in which 
a Minneapolis policeman was charged with 
third degree murder as well as the need for the 
country to combat racism.
As a result, many record companies and others 
in the music industry are closing their doors on 
Tuesday as part of “Blackout Tuesday” to deal 
with the Floyd killing and racism in the U.S.
Rucker, one of the leading African-American 
country singers, said, “2020 has already been 
heartbreaking. Now, here we are having to 
again face the truth of racism and the pain and 
frustration of the African American commu-
nity,” he wrote. “As an American, a father, a 
son, a brother, a singer, a man... I have faced 
racism my whole life, from kindergarten to the 
life I live today. Racism is not a born thing; it 
is a taught thing. It is not a strong belief; it is 
a weak belief. It is not a financial issue; it is a 
hatred issue.”
“Over the course of my life, I guess I had just 
put it down to ‘that’s just the way it is.’ “, he 
continued. “It is no longer alright for me to 
perpetuate the myth that things are okay. I have 
kids whom I love and cherish, and to watch 
them go through this, to feel their anguish and 
anger trying to deal with this is heartbreaking 
for me. The question that keeps coming up is 
‘will it ever change?’ And my answer now has 
to be ‘YES.’”
The country singer went on to outwardly 
support protesters. “We have to come togeth-
er somehow, y’all. The only way it will ever 
change is if we can change people’s hearts. 
I don’t know how we are going to make that 
happen, but I am ready to try everything we 
have to do, because we need to do better.”
“I really hope that we get better as a nation,” he 
said. “My request to you guys is to search your 
heart on behalf of all of us, and root out any 
fear, hate or division you have inside of you. 

We need to come together.”
Lauren Akins, Thomas’ wife, posted on Twitter, 
that she had been “nervous” to speak out 
“because of how some people believe that I, as 
a white mother, am undeserving or incapable of 
raising a black daughter.”
They adopted their oldest daughter from an 
orphanage in Uganda in 2017.
“I am HER mother who stands up not only for 
her, but for every single person who shares 
her beautiful brown skin,” she said. “I want to 
be her mother who raises her to know what it 
means to have brown skin and to be proud of 
it,” Akins wrote on social media. “I want to be 
her mother who doesn’t listen to the shaming 
of skin colors but instead listens to the Spirit of 
God who knitted every skin color together in 
their mother’s womb for His glory.”
Kane Brown, who is of mixed race, took to so-
cial media with a number of tweets on Monday, 
“We will never see peace in this world until we 
ALL see each other as PEOPLE. We will never 
understand each other when you have people on 
2 different sides. We have to become 1 to be at 
peace.” Brown also responded to several tweets 
directed towards him including one who appar-
ently advocated sending blacks back to Africa.
“I honestly think it’s ignorant as hell to kill a 
human being in cold blood without them doing 
anything, especially handcuffed. I think it’s 
stupid a man can’t jog without being gunned 
down...#BLACKLIVESMATTER. We are 
people too. Like I said before, we all needs to 
become one race (Americans) stop dividing, or 
it will never be solved!”
Garth Brooks said at his weekly Facebook 
Studio G broadcast, “It’s about love. It’s about 
trusting us as individuals.” During the broadcast, 
Brooks responded to tweets from fans seeking 
better times. “As wild as these times...there are 
people like you that love one another.” 
Brooks adopted an optimistic tone. “Just believe 
that the person next to you is a good person.” 
Dan + Shay posted on Twitter, “We, as humans, 
MUST come together to make a change. Racism 
and discrimination because of someone’s skin 
color is simply just WRONG. Politics and all 
other bullshit aside, we all have a giant responsi-
bility to eliminate this issue, which has plagued 
our country for far too long.”
Lady Antebellum tweeted, “We can’t speak 
to how it feels to be the target of racism in 

America, but we can see the pain, the suffering 
and the toll it continues to take. Our hope is that 
we all take the time to listen, educate ourselves, 
have difficult conversations and make changes 
through our own actions.”
Maren Morris tweeted several times in recent 
days. “Watching someone die on a twitter feed 
is extremely traumatizing, but nothing compared 
to what happened to this man and his family. 
This has to end.” She also had a separate post of 
her song “Dear Hate,” which she recorded with 
Vince Gill.

Crockett announces new 
genre bending album
Charley Crockett 
is an American 
blues, country 
and Americana 
singer, guitarist, 
and songwrit-
er. He recently 
announced his 
7th studio album, 
“Welcome To 
Hard Times,” 
will be released 
July 31. 
Produced by Mark Neill, with songwriting 
contributions from Pat McLaughlin and 

Dan Auerbach of Black Keys fame. “Wel-
come To Hard Times’” is a genre bending 
mix of classic country, psychedelic spa-
ghetti western and rhythm and blues.
“This record is for the folks who feel like 
everything’s fixed,” Crockett said. “If you 
think you’re playing a rigged game, you’re 
right. If it seems like all the cards are 
marked in advance, they are. But you still 
gotta roll the dice, even when you know 
they’re loaded. “
Crockett recently released the album title 
track and its accompanying video. Shot on 
location in the Sierra Nevada mountians, 
it is featured as part of a series of videos 
Crockett is shooting and directing over the 
next month, where he will play the same 
character walking alone through isolated 
landscapes in the American wilderness.
Discussing the video concept, Crockett 
stated, “Whether it’s out of admiration or 
fear, the whole world contemplates what 
the west means. When folks ask me what 
I’m really after, I guess that’s it. Just to 
drift through it all my days. I’m making 
films that visually represent this land just 
as my music describes it in sound.”
The record was influenced by Crockett’s 
health. In early January 2019, while at a 
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routine doctor’s checkup, Crockett was 
diagnosed with Wolff-Parkinson-White 
syndrome, a congenital heart condition, as 
well as aortic valve disease, and he had to 
immediately undergo lifesaving heart sur-
gery. Crockett believes that this experience 
inspired him to make the record that he 
truly wanted.
Crockett said, “I look at that scar, and all 
I can think about is the limited amount 
of time I’ve got left. I wanted to make an 
album that would try to reclaim the con-
versation about country music.” Crockett 
said. “My entering country music has been 
controversial to say the least but I believe 
country fans have more eclectic tastes than 
they are given credit for. My country music 
is inspired by what I played in the subway 
car so I could eat in the French Quarter 
in ragtag bands. I sat in pastures on farms 
across this country putting it all together 
into my own sound. I don’t like labels, but 
if that ain’t country I don’t know what is.”
Crockett grew up in poverty and spent 
time living homeless and busking making 
his way from New Orleans to the subway 
platforms of New York City. Crockett 
also lost his sister to addiction, and he is a 
twice-convicted felon. “I’ve gotten more 
than my fair share of raw deals in my thirty 

six years. But I don’t let hard luck own 
me.” Crockett stated, adding, “I’ve been 
fortunate enough to see things that a person 
from my background is never meant to 
see, and that’s worth something. It turns 
out that a wandering boy can learn a whole 
lot out there getting in trouble; especially 
if he learns from his mistakes. I wouldn’t 
take anything back that’s happened to me. 
I’m not the best and I damn sure ain’t the 
first. But I’m different, and in music, that’s 
everything.”
Crockett has released six albums since 
2015. His most recent was “Field Record-
ings, Vol. 1,” which came out April 1st. 
The digital release offers 30 lo-fi record-
ings of unreleased originals and deep-cut 
covers, recorded over the past year at the 
farm of a compatriot in Northern Califor-
nia’s Mendocino County.
The disc was recorded in Valdosta, Ga. at 
Neil’s studio. “It was a pleasure to have 
been involved in what I believe to be the 
best gulf and western country record ever 
made,” Neil said.
The album was recorded with a studio band 
consisting of Kullen Fox, Colin Colby, 
Alexis Sanchez, Mario Valdez, Nathan 
Fleming, Billy Horton and Mackenzie 
Rosser.

Opry band member 
Capps dies
Grand Ole Opry band member and long-
time session guitarist Jimmy Capps died 
on June 1st at the age of 81.
Capps played on such classics as “Stand 
By Your Man” - Tammy Wynette,” “He 
Stopped Loving Her Today” - George 
Jones, “The Gambler” - Kenny Rogers 
and “The Rose” - Conway Twitty.
Capps also played on George Strait’s 
“Amarillo By Morning” and “Unwound”, 
Alan Jackson’s “Here In The Real World”, 
The Oak Ridge Boys’ “Elvira” and “Sail 
Away”, Barbara Mandrell’s “Sleeping Sin-
gle In A Double Bed” and “I Was Country 
When Country Wasn’t Cool” ... Conway’s 
“Lost In The Feeling”, “Red Neckin’ Love 
Makin’ Night”, and “Don’t Call Him A 
Cowboy”, and all of Ronnie Milsap’s 
recordings through 1988, to include such 
hits as “Smoky Mtn Rain” and “Legend In 
My Time.”
At one time, Capps averaged 520 re-
cording sessions a year, according to his 
website.
Born in Fayetteville, N.C. to Alice and 
Tommy Capps, and raised in Benson, 
N.C., Capps started listening to the Grand 
Ole Opry when he was 8 years old. He 
was inspired by his champion fiddle-play-
ing uncle, Lynn Cook, and local guitarist 
Hayden Ivey. He sang and played on 
WCKB-Dunn NC, and in 1956, Capps 
worked in both radio and TV in Florence, 
S.C. with a performer named Slim Mims. 
He moved on to Wilson to work with an-
other “Slim” (Slim Short), and he played 
local clubs in Benson in a band called The 
Tar Heels.
But one audition in 1958 changed Capps’ 
life forever when he became the guitar 
player for The Louvin Brothers. 

“When I auditioned for my job with the 
Louvin Brothers, their current guitar play-
er, (Paul Yandell, who had been drafted 
into the Army) had heard me working 
with a duet in North Carolina who sang 
all the Louvin Brother’s songs, so I knew 
all the intros and turnarounds to their 
songs. He’d heard me play and recom-
mended me to the Louvins.”
“So I went to Burlington, N.C. and after 
their show, we went back to the hotel, 
and I auditioned. I did all their intros and 
turnarounds to the songs they auditioned 
me with, and they seemed to like me 
okay. But their guitar player noticed I 
didn’t use a thumbpick...he then asked me 
if I could play “Malaguena”? I told him, 
“No I couldn’t.”
Charlie Louvin spoke up and said, “Well 
... Ira and I very seldom sing ‘Malague-
na’ anymore so, we’re gonna hire you 
anyway.”
“Thanks to Charlie. I guess I owe my 
whole career to him. That one split-sec-
ond decision that he made is the reason 
I am here. That decision made all the 
difference in my life.”
Capps recalls when the Louvins were 
scheduled for a guest appearance on the 
Grand Ole Opry, he came down with 
double pneumonia. He said, “No way am 
I going to miss playing the Opry. If I die 
on the stage, I’m gonna work the Opry ... 
just one time.”
He remembers playing “The Knoxville 
Girl,” but he was so scared Pete Wade 
had to help him plug his guitar into the 
amplifier.
Capps became a member of the Grand 
Ole Opry Staff Band in 1967.
His guitar heroes were Grady Martin, 
Chet Atkins, Pete Wade, Ray Edenton on 
rhythm, Billy Sandford, Leon Rhodes, 
and Spider Wilson.
“Seriously, I would get up early before I 
went to school, and my Dad and I would 
listen to Spider play guitar with Big Jeff. 
I didn’t realize there wasn’t that much dif-
ference in our ages. Spider was going to 
school too, just like me. But he is one of 
my heroes. I’ve always admired him. It’s 
really wonderful to get to work with your 
heroes like that.”
Capps considered his finest years to be 
with producers Owen Bradley, Billy Sher-
rill and Larry Butler. When you left the 
studio after working with them, you knew 
you had contributed to a ‘puzzle’ these 
masters would put together, and you were 
a piece of that puzzle.”
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440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com

www.liamguitars.com

SUMMER  SPECIAL
$10 OFF
ANY REPAIR

With mention of
this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

If  You Can Dream It, I Can Build It.

“Home of Smoking Hot Guitars”

First off I would like to Thank Ev-
eryone for your patience for that 2 
months or so. We are back in print 
as the world starts to re-open itself 
to our new way of life. I pray that all 
goes well for everyone in the months 
ahead.
I have had an interesting journey in 
the past couple of months with my 
health issues. I’ve been in out of the 
ER and had a few stays in the hospital 
that have slowed me down a bit in my 
shop. I also would like to mention my 
undying gratitude to all of my friends, 
family, and loved ones that have been 
laying down so much positive “mojo” 
to help me in my recovery. I have 
just found a new and very positive 
enlightenment for my future and God 
willing I will do everything possible 
to give back the grace that has gotten 
me this far in life. 
Even though things have been very 
slow and my health has been chal-
lenging, I still continue to have a pret-
ty steady stream of repairs that keep 
coming in. I currently have some new 
bone nuts to cut and a few setups on 
some very fine guitars. A new project 
of mine is trying to start clearing out 
some of my overstock of guitars and 
other instruments. Be sure to keep 

your eyes out for them on Buy, Sell, 
Trade on Facebook.
I also want to thank all of my dear 

friends that have found 
ways to still get their 
music heard on live 
streaming. It has been a 
great pleasure of mine 
to bear witness to all of 
the love that has been 

trying to re-unite our beliefs and 
strengthen our gratefulness with what 
seems as though has been a larger 
divide in this country than I have been 
witness to in my 65 years around the 
sun. There are so many more good 
things in life to celebrate than there 
are bad to condemn. I encourage 
everyone to be Thankful for the things 
we have instead of complaining about 
the things we don’t. Knowing that 
each individual has the ability to rise 
above the divide and as we do that 
collectively we will become a stron-
ger society that will make us so much 
more productive.
I realize that this article that I’m 
writing does not have much content 
in the way of guitar repairs, but I felt 
the need to express my feelings about 
what has been on my mind for the past 
couple of months. In late February my 
wife and I had the opportunity to go 
to Nashville and in the Ernest Tubbs 
music store that we visited was quote 
from Ernest Tubbs  back in the late 
1930’s that said
“Be better to your Neighbors, and you 
will have better Neighbor’s!” With 
that being said, It’s good to be back 
in print and as your journey moves 
forward I wish everyone the best  in 
everything that you do. And by the 
way please “Stay in Tune” while 
you’re doing it . God Bless!
Keep Smiling!
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Smoking 
Hot Guitars
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Can you find the wading birds in the box? They may be
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WADERS
Can you find the wading birds in the box? They may be
horizontal, vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards.
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Across
1. Infant
5. Entanglement
8. Gets stuck
12. Enticement
13. Edible tuberous root
14. Paragon
16. Newspaper column
18. Deep ravine
19. Assistance
20. Plate used to stengthen
a joist
22. Drawing software, initially
23. Digit
24. Charge per unit
25. Alleviate
28. Lair
29. Sheep with high quality
fleece
31. Pike-like fish
34. Fourth dimension
37. Face card
39. Overt
40. Aries symbol
41. Developed
42. Relating to the nose
44. Object of worship
46. Stringed instrument of
ancient Greece
47. Boundaries
49. Historic period
51. Extinct bird
52. Feel concern or interest
54. Health spring
57. Employ
59. Anxiety disorder
61. Part of a cable railway
62. Relating to the kidneys
65. Cause to feel self-concious
67. Mother-of-pearl
68. Assist
69. In addition
70. Faction
71. Plaything
72. Part of a hammerhead

Down
1. Cry plaintively
2. Sound
3. Newlywed woman
4. So far
5. Part of a shoe between
heel and sole
6. Delete
7. Tree trunk
8. Fish lure
9. Fuss
10. Soldier of fortune
11. Heroic tale
13. Someone absent from
school without permission

15. Guided
17. Fiend
21. Golf peg
26. Biblical boat
27. One
28. Generator
29. Note, in short
30. Finished
31. Spanish title
32. Opaque gem
33. Abode
35. Part of the eye
36. Insane
38. Female sheep

43. Cover
45. Lasso
48. Summit
50. Paraphernalia
52. Small jazz band
53. Church building
54. Relative magnitude
55. Out of fashion
56. Malicious burning
57. Large vase
58. Divisions of an ocean
60. Preliminary race
63. Part of a circle
64. Allow
66. Strike sharply

Solution
Across
1. Infant
5. Entanglement
8. Gets stuck
12. Enticement
13. Edible tuberous root
14. Paragon
16. Newspaper column
18. Deep ravine
19. Assistance
20. Plate used to stengthen a joist
22. Drawing software, initially
23. Digit
24. Charge per unit
25. Alleviate
28. Lair
29. Sheep with high quality fleece
31. Pike-like fish
34. Fourth dimension
37. Face card
39. Overt
40. Aries symbol
41. Developed
42. Relating to the nose
44. Object of worship
46. Stringed instrument of ancient 
Greece
47. Boundaries
49. Historic period
51. Extinct bird

52. Feel concern or interest
54. Health spring
57. Employ
59. Anxiety disorder
61. Part of a cable railway
62. Relating to the kidneys
65. Cause to feel self-concious
67. Mother-of-pearl
68. Assist
69. In addition
70. Faction
71. Plaything
72. Part of a hammerhead

Down
1. Cry plaintively
2. Sound
3. Newlywed woman
4. So far
5. Part of a shoe between heel 
and sole
6. Delete
7. Tree trunk
8. Fish lure
9. Fuss
10. Soldier of fortune
11. Heroic tale
13. Someone absent from school 
without permission
15. Guided

17. Fiend
21. Golf peg
26. Biblical boat
27. One
28. Generator
29. Note, in short
30. Finished
31. Spanish title
32. Opaque gem
33. Abode
35. Part of the eye
36. Insane
38. Female sheep
43. Cover
45. Lasso
48. Summit
50. Paraphernalia
52. Small jazz band
53. Church building
54. Relative magnitude
55. Out of fashion
56. Malicious burning
57. Large vase
58. Divisions of an ocean
60. Preliminary race
63. Part of a circle
64. Allow
66. Strike sharply

Solution on page 12 Rick Ray
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WADERS
Can you find the wading birds in the box? They may be
horizontal, vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards.
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