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OHIO WINE COUNTRYOHIO WINE COUNTRY
WINERY GUIDEWINERY GUIDE

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO
Hours: Wed. and Thurs. 3-7

Fri. and Sat. 12 - 8 • Sun. 12 - 6
Closed Mon. and Tues.

WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

OLD FIREHOUSEOLD FIREHOUSE
WINERYWINERY
5499 Lake Road East 

Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Open 7 days noon – 9pm now through 

Labor Day “Entertainment Daily!
(see inside back cover)

Hand Crafted Award-Winning Wines
FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND 

EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 7
Mon. & Tues. closed, Wed. 12-5

Thur. 12-8, Fri. & Sat. 12-9, Sun. 12-5

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh 
440.415.0661

www.laurellovineyards.com
wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

Weekend Entertainment
see our ad on pg. 7

Hours:
Monday & Tuesday Closed

Wednesday & Thursday noon to 6 pm
Friday & Saturday 6 to 9 pm, 

Sunday 2 to 5 pm
834 South County Line Road

Harpersfield, Ohio 44041
440.361.3049

www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com
bennybucci@hotmail.com

1520 Harpersfield Road Geneva • 
440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

Hours: Sun-Thurs: 11:30-8pm 
Fri & Sat: 11:30-10pm

www.deersleapwine.com

Please follow us on Facebook! Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines

Live Music Entertainment
Sat. 5-8pm (Music will be outside only)

Hours
Sun. - Thurs.  12-6pm • Friday  12-8pm • Saturday  12-8pm
At this time, we are unable to accept shuttles, busses or Limos.

636 State Route
534 Harpersfield

440.361.4573
kosicekvineyards.com

We offer plenty of outdoor seating,
enjoy your favorite KV wine while social distancing!

Sept 5th -  Amy Varckette 
Sept. 12th -  Melissa and Mitch

Sept. 19th -  Flannel Planet
Oct. 3rd -  Craig Day

Enjoy a quiet
afternoon on the deck 

or under our
new pavilion!

V
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Continued on Page 5

www.visitconneautohio.com • FB: VisitConneautOhio

Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

Please visit us at our web site for updated information.
Like our Facebook pg. www.facebook.com/visitconneautohio and join us on 

Instagram at www.instagram.com/visitconneautoh  
Email questions to us at ccvb44030@gmail.com

TOUR ROUTE SEVEN 60-MILE YARD SALE
Saturday, Sept. 5 • 9-5 pm

RACING AT RACEWAY SEVEN - FRIDAY NIGHTS THROUGH LABOR DAY
NORTH COAST D-DAY WWII HISTORY MUSEUM

851 Harbor St. Conneaut open on weekends Noon-5 pm! 
Special D-Day presentations every weekend through Labor Day! 

Call (440) 381-3883 for more information!
LIVE MUSIC AT BUCCIA'S & BREAKWALL BBQ 6-9 pm! Thursday - Saturday

THE LIGHTHOUSE CRUISER "CRUISE-INS" Thursdays • 5-8 pm
Conneaut Township Park continues weekly through Sept. 24

CONNEAUT FARMER'S MARKET • Saturdays 9am-1pm • Moose Parking Lot

RENT A KAYAK OR CANOE
Harbor Yak in the Port of Conneaut or at Conneaut Float and Fly Shop

on the edge of Conneaut Creek, off Route 7.

Visit our restaurants, wineries and specialty ice cream shops for a healthy, 
self-distanced, delicious experience! Our Covered Bridges are always open!

VON THE BEAT
Celebrating the Harvest 2020 Style
By Sage Satori

Throughout our lives September has brought festivals along with the harvest, such as the Ge-
neva Grape Jamboree, but sadly not this year. Unfortunately most fairs and festivals had to be 
cancelled but we will be creative in our socializing and celebrate none the less! We will support 
our wineries, our local farmers markets, and our restaurants. 
As you turn the pages of this locally owned publication you’ll see venues that are being cre-
ative and making the most of it. As the weather turns the creativity won’t stop. Grape bever-
ages, mulled wine and cider, pumpkin beverages and recipes are indeed something to look 
forward to!
A few road trips throughout the fall to see the Ohio colors can include stops on the Uncorked 
Wine Trail for award winning wines.

Ohio Uncorked Wine Trail

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 thru Friday, April 30, 2021
Purchase a pass and a cork board for $30. The boards are available at several wineries through-
out the state.  Visit any of the many participating wineries and purchase a glass or bottle of 
wine. Collect a signed or logoed cork from the winemaker and have your pass signed. When 
all 24 slots are full, take a picture and send it via email to the OWPA offices per instructions on 
your traveling pass.  They will then send you a $20 voucher that can be applied to the cost of 
a ticket to one of the Ohio Wine Producers events in 2021. Visit www.ohiowines.org/events 
for a list of participating wineries. 
This year has brought huge challenges but we still raise our glasses, listen to live music, and 
celebrate!

Author/Illustrator Duo Launch Children’s Book 
with Signing at Hundley Cellars
Local author and illustrator duo, Betsy McMillan and Ro Clarkin, will be holding their “offi-
cial” series launch and book signing on Saturday, September 12th at Hundley Cellars, 6451 St. 
Rte.307 in Harpersfield Township from 1 to 5 p.m. 
“Mr. Whipple’s Woodchucks and the Lost Pocket Watch” is a delightful children’s book and the 
first in a series of twelve.  Beautifully written and illustrated, the book was created to visually 
excite the little ones and engage young readers in the woodchucks adventures while focusing on 
friendship, empathy, and the feeling of satisfaction that comes with a job well done.  It’s a great 
way to teach gentle life lessons to the very young.
“Mr. Whipple’s Woodchucks and the Lost Pocket Watch” is now available on Amazon.

HARMONICS Podcast Launches September 8th
 “Music bypasses the intellect and goes straight to the heart. Music changes the shape of our 
cells when we listen. It can move people to do things,” says actress, comedian, activist and 
host Beth Behrs. Beginning September 8th—and released every Tuesday—the first episode of 
HARMONICS, a new podcast from producer/host Behrs and the BGS (The Bluegrass Situ-
ation) Podcast Network. Connecting some of the dots between art, creativity, and wellness, 
HARMONICS will dive headlong into the unexplored cross sections between creativity and 
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216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic 

MITCH LARSON

Sat. 9/5 • 6-9
Sparky’s Place

Conneaut w/Melissa 

Sun. 9/6 Cask 307
w/Melissa 2-5

        9/6 Old Mill Winery
w/Melissa • 4:30-7:30

Sat. 9/12 • Kosicek Vineyards • 7-10
 

Sun. 9/13 • Old Mill Winery • 4-7

Fri.  9/18 • Benny Vino • 6-9

Sat.  9/19 • Cask 307 
w/Melissa • 4-7

 
Sun. 10/4 Hundley Cellars

w/Melissa • 2-5

Sat. Sept. 19
Sportsterz • 4-8
Come hear us on

their big PA system
 

Fri. Sept. 25
Debonne Vineyards

Lost Sheep Trio with
Dan, Nick & Jimmy

6:30-9:30

Sat. Oct. 3
Deer's Leap • 7-10

www.lostsheepband.com

LOST
SHEEP
BAND

ALL GIGS ARE WEATHER PERMITTING.

Complete Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

Fortney Dental Group
299 South Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041

440-466-2721
Hours by appointment including evenings & Saturdays • Serving Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga Counties

www.fortneydental.com

Preventative Services: Hygiene Therapy
Periodontal Screenings & Maintenance | Oral Cancer Screening

Technology: CEREC – One visit crowns

Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns and Veneers | Implants | Teeth Whitening

Other Procedures: Root Canal Therapy | Dentures | Tooth Colored Fillings
Extractions | Infections | Trauma | Denture Repairs

 
Financing:

We accept Cash, Check, Visa, MasterCard, and Discover
Financing available through third party options such as Care Credit

It’s Never Too Late
   To Have a Great Smile!
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Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

Insurance
for the

rest of us.

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926

Richmond Trolley, Limousine & Transportation

Leave the Driving to Us!

2423 Deerfield Dr. • Ashtabula • 440-964-9403
www.richmondtrolleyandlimo.com

Affordable and Trustworthy • Diverse Fleet of Vehicles
Jolly Trolley, White Stretch Limousine, Limousine Party Bus, 

Wheelchair Accessible Van, and other vans to accommodate parties 
from small to large, simple to elaborate.

If you haven't experienced Richmond Trolley & Limousine 
service yet, give us a try for any event and ENJOY the ride!

Our professional, chauffeurs will take the utmost care of 
you and your party throughout your trip. Just relax and 
leave the driving to us. Our punctual pick-up and drop-off 
service is available early morning to mid-night or even later.

Strike-a-Pose Photo Booth Rentals is our sister company. 
Rent our photo booth for weddings, birthday parties, 

corporate event, or just for the fun of it! Check out our 
website at www.strike-a-pose-now.com for details.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR TRIP!
• Wine Hops
• Proms
• Weddings
• Sporting Events
• Covered Bridge Tours
• Concerts
• Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
• Corporate Events

Case Western Reserve University Streams Live 
Concerts 
LIVE! from Silver Hall. While they can’t host any audiences for the foreseeable future, they 
can host bands! CWRU will be livestreaming local and regional acts from folk bands to classi-
cal quartets to rock bands. We look forward to seeing you every Wednesday and Sunday at 8pm 
through the end of September.
Make sure to subscribe to their email list to be notified of new bands being announced, how to 
watch the streams, how to follow the performers, and more!
They have partnered with the Ohio Arts Professionals Network to bring local and regional talent 
to the stage. If you aren’t familiar with some of the artists please look them up online as these 
are impressive acts you won’t want to miss. 
Sunday, 9/6 8pm Smith Taylor
Wednesday, 9/9 8pm Radio on the Lake Theatre
Wednesday, 9/16 8pm Piano Cleveland
Sunday, 9/20 8pm The Diana Chittester Band
Wednesday, 9/23 8pm Ariel Clayton Karas, violin & Marina Kerze, piano
Saturday, 9/26 8pm Worry Stone
Wednesday, 9/30 8pm OPUS 216
For full schedule and more info visit https://case.edu/maltzcenter/livestreamedatsilverhall 

wellness, exploring topics like sound healing, ancient musical traditions, songwriting as therapy, 
socio-political impacts of the arts, and the power of the creative process on our physical bodies 
and metaphysical selves. “HARMONICS was born so we could explore the intersection be-
tween music, healing, creativity, spirituality, and wellness,” says Behrs. 
Behrs’s season one guests on HARMONICS span the breadth of artistry and creativity; from 
singers, songwriters, and authors to actors, healers, and a fellow podcast hosts. Episode one 
features Glennon Doyle—two-time New York Times Best Selling author, creator of the online 
community Momastery, and founder and president of Together Rising, an all-women-led 
nonprofit organization supporting women, families, and children in crisis. Additionally, future 
episodes of HARMONICS will feature guest interviews with the likes of Grammy-nominat-
ed Americana music legend, Mary Gauthier; opera singer, and sound healer Geeta Novotny; 
groundbreaking country music star Mickey Guyton, and Grammy-winning and chart-topping 
musician Brandi Carlile.  
 “During this time when we’re all refocusing our lives and constantly assessing the state of the 
world, creating a space where women could be honest and vulnerable about so many topics—
such as maintaining creative processes under stress and maintaining mental and physical health 
at home—seemed more relevant and necessary than ever before. We’re honored to feature so 
many incredible talents from the roots music world, but I think the breadth of our guests will 
show our audience that so many of these themes are universal and relevant across the creative 
spectrum.” says Amy Reitnouer Jacobs, co-producer and Executive Director of HARMONICS’ 
production partner (BGS).
 “I’ve always felt that creativity is healing and healing is creative,” says Behrs. “Maybe it’s 
magic? I want to feel closer to the magic. I want all of you to feel closer to the magic.” HAR-
MONICS will tap into the magic at a time when many people around the world are slowing 
down, looking inward, and more in need of alternative healing and self-care than ever before.
More About The Bluegrass Situation: The Bluegrass Situation [BGS] is the world’s largest com-
munity for American roots music, culture, and lifestyle. What began as a blog for like-minded 
Angelenos pining for bluegrass in Southern California has morphed and grown over a decade 
to become an international standard-bearer for all of the things we love about bluegrass within 
every branch and offshoot of the roots music family tree — from vibey pop-folk to ravishing 
alt-country; plus blues, singer/songwriter, Americana, old-time, and everything else above, 
below, and in between. The Bluegrass Situation proudly represents a unique gathering place 
producing virtual events such as online variety show Whiskey Sour Happy Hour, and the fifth 
annual Shout & Shine, a showcase celebrating equity and inclusion in bluegrass. BGS is proud 
to support and uplift the rich, diverse, and varied history of these musics, while looking ahead 
with a progressive vision to transform these folkways and traditions into a carefully curated, 
21st-century lifestyle open to all.
https://thebluegrasssituation.com 
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& RESTAURANT& RESTAURANT

403 S. Broadway • Geneva • 440.466.5560

www.theoldmillwinery.com

Only $399 Includes Garlic Bread
With purchase of beverage.
Dine-in or Carry-Out.

PASTA SUNDAY
Continues!

Live Entertainment!

Closed Mondays • Tues-Thurs. 3-8pm
Fri. 3-8:30pm • Sat-Sun.  Noon-8:30pm

Kitchen closes 1/2 hr. earlier

Now offering WINE SLUSHIES!

We continue to offer curbside pickup
Social distancing required. 

Masks are required for customers to 
enter at this time, ordered by the Governor.

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

BURGER OF MONTH:
Momma Mia Burger
topped w/ mozzarella sticks
& marinara

PIZZA OF MONTH:
Chicken Parm Pizza
topped w/ breaded chicken, 
cheese & marinara

(No Open Mic)
Sun. Sept 6: Melissa Harvey
Sun. Sept 13: Mitch Larson
Sun. Sept 20: Tom Todd
Sun. Sept 27: Robert Potts
Sun. Oct 4: Cat Lilly & Dan Wags
Sun. Oct 11: Jim Ales
Music is outside on our patio, weather permitting. 
Please check our Facebook pg. for more 
entertainment as we continue to open.

OPEN LABOR DAY! 
Monday, Sept. 7 • Noon-7:30pm
music by Facemyer Trio  3-6pmVCookin with Wine & Beer

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

www.deersleapwine.com

Open 7-Days-a-Week 
for Lunch & DinnerDEER’S LEAP WINERY

CHANGING DAILY SPECIALS FOR
THE LUNCH CROWD TOO!

Live Bands 7-10 Fri & Sat.

9/4..........  Back When Band
9/5..........  Black Jack Gypsies
9/11........  Thunder Creek
9/12........Gary of Sam & Gary
9/18 .......Castaways
9/19........ InCahootz
9/25 .......Gary of Sam & Gary
9/26 .......Andy's Last Band
10/2........Porch Rockers
10/3........Lost Sheep

Hours: 
Sun-Thur: 11:30-8pm • Fri & Sat: 11:30-10pm

7-10 Friday & Saturday

BandsLive

Offering a FULL FOOD SELECTION with FULL
BAR & social spacing for your protection.

Wednesday Wing Special 2-lbs/$10

7 Days-a-Week
RIB & CHICKEN SPECIAL

with Corn-on-Cob & French Fries $6.99
BLACK ANGUS

HAND-CUT STRIP STEAK
14oz/16.99 & 16oz/18.99 

Dark Ale Spicy Marinade
Ingredients:
12 oz. porter or stout
1 tbsp. brown sugar
1 tbsp. balsamic vinegar
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 tbsp. chili pepper flakes 
1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp pepper
How to make it:
First mix together the brown sugar and the balsamic. Next add the oil, the pepper 
flakes, salt and pepper. Finally pour the beer, mix together, add the chicken and let 
marinade.
Yields approximately (depending on chicken size) enough marinade for:
a large whole chicken
6-8 chicken breasts
10-12 boneless, skinless chicken thighs
8-10 bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs
10-12 drumsticks
24 chicken wings

The end of grilling season calls for Dark Ale 
chicken marinade
One more marinade while the grills are still fired up! While flavor infusion is the 
main benefit, beer marinades have a powerful property when it comes to char-
coal-grilling chicken meat that has been in contact with them. 
The anti-radical capacity of craft beer can prevent the formation of carcinogenic 
substances on the surface of charcoal-grilled meats called polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs). Several studies have proven that meat marinated with beer 
inhibits the harmful PAHs from reaching significant levels. In fact the darker the 
beer, the stronger the effect.

Apple Sangria
Ingredients
1 (750 ml.) bottle white wine (dry or sweet)              
2 c. local apple cider, or apple juice 
¾  c. Apple brandy  
1 Granny Smith apple, cored and chopped  
1 c. cranberries, fresh or frozen

In a large pitcher, mix together wine, apple juice or cider, brandy, apples, and 
cranberries.

Cover and refrigerate for 4 hours.             
Add cranberries, fresh or frozen & Cinnamon sticks, for garnish
Serves 6
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Entertainment all Weekend!

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

440-361-3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

Hours: Wed. & Thu. Noon-6pm
Fri. & Sat. 6-9pm • Sun. 2-5pm

9/3.......................................... Tys Tunes
9/4....................................... Jimmy Ales
9/5......................Fogg and Big Al's BBQ
9/6....................................Nathan Henry
9/11............................................. Take II
9/12..........................Blackjack Gypsies
9/13.................................Bob Potts Duo
9/14.................. Benny Vino Golf Outing
9/18...................................Mitch Larson
9/19........................ Rhythm Connection
9/20...................................... Maria Petti
9/24........................................ Tys Tunes
9/25........................................ ZZO Band
9/26.....................................Knight Shift
9/27..........Ted Riser and Billy Mangano
           CAR SHOW!  BRING YOUR RIDE!
10/1.............................. Patrick Jochum
10/2............................................. Take II
10/3.....FOG-FOUR OLD GUYS & A GIRL
10/4.................................Bob Potts Duo

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

Call for Spa Suite
   Room Reservations

Follow us on Facebook for event details

SPA
SUITE

ROOMS

WINERY TASTING ROOM • LIVE MUSIC 6-9PM!

9/3 ..........Jesse James Weston
9/4 ..........Take II
9/5 ..........Ty's Tunes
9/11.........Live Music TBD
9/12 ........The Baker's Basement
9/18 ........Fred Oakman and The Flood
9/19 ........Jeffrey Glover and John Hyatt
9/25 ........Josh Travis Band
9/26 ........Sunday at the Station
10/2 ........Kroll Procas
10/3 ........Prodigal Stepsons

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com

Tues-Thurs: Noon-6pm • Fri & Sat Noon-9pm

Wine friendly appetizers available.

Live Entertainment
Thu. 6-8 • Fri. & Sat. 6-9 • Rain or shine!

A Place Where Old Friends Gather And New Friends Meet!

f f

Entertainment Visit 
www.laurellovineyards.com 

for updates

4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661

LaurelloVineyards.com

f

HOURS: Mon-Tues: Closed • Wed: Noon-5 • Thurs: Noon-8
Fri & Sat: Noon-9 • Sun: Noon-5

WE  WON!

Best Winery

“...food is great and the wine 
outstanding... Cozy by the fireplace in 

the winter and fun outside on the 
patio in the summer.”

Meal for the Cure
Don’t miss our weekly

served Thursdays 4:00-7:30.
Our creative kitchen comes up with

a different meal each week. All proceeds go to
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer.

Check our website for details.

Fridays & Saturdays: 6-9 & Sundays: 2-5
9/4 .................Acoustic Joyride
9/5 .................Mike Binder & Priscilla
9/6 ................Maria DiDonato
9/11 ...............Don Perry Duo
9/12 .............. 2 Kings
9/13 ............... Steve Howell
9/18 ...............Kris Ferrell
9/19 ...............Beneath the Lights 
9/25 ...............Hip to That
9/26 ...............Castaways Trio
9/27 ...............Alex Bevan
10/2 ...............Zac Shaffer
10/3 ............... Loose Tooth Trio

French-Style Potato Salad w/ Red Wine 
Vinegar
Ingredients
1.5lbs small potatoes (gold, red-skinned or a mix)
Make this salad with any small new potato (they keep their shape well, once cooked), red-
skinned or even fingerling potatoes.
1 tbsp. salt
2 tbsp. Extra Virgin Oil
1 tbsp. red wine vinegar
1 tbsp. Dijon Mustard
1 tbsp. Grainy Mustard
1 tsp salt
¼ tsp freshly ground black pepper
4 tbsp. fresh dill, chopped
1 shallot, peeled and diced
5-6 dill pickles diced
1 tbsp. dill pickle juice
1 - Slice the potatoes in half or quarters Place them in a large pot and cover by 1 inch with 
water. Add 1 tbsp. of salt and bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Once the water is 
boiling, reduce the heat to medium and simmer for about 15 minutes.  Cook until they can be 
easily poked but they shouldn’t be mushy. Drain and rinse them right way under cold water to 
stop the cooking process. The potatoes should still be warm when you toss them in vinai-
grette.
2 - In a large bowl, combine the EVOO, red wine vinegar, salt and pepper. Whisk vigorously 
with a fork to blend and emulsify. Add Dijon mustard, grainy mustard, 3 tablespoons of the 
freshly chopped dill, the diced shallots, diced dills and dill juice. Toss to combine.
3 - Add the potatoes to the bowl of vinaigrette. Toss gently to coat the potatoes evenly. Sprin-
kle with the remaining 1 tablespoon of freshly chopped dill and serve warm or chilled. 
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LOCATED ON THE STRIP
GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE RESORT

Roasted Corn-on-the Cob
Corn Dogs • Sausage • Pulled Pork
Hot Dogs • Fresh Cut French Fries

Hamburgers • Nachos
Cheese-on-a-Stick • Cheese Cakes

FOOD COURT
Geneva-on-the-Lake

Our 14th
Season!Open Saturday & Sunday

thru September

Open Saturday & Sunday at 11:00

V

Call me at (440) 417-2475 or find me on Facebook 

TUESDAYS: Grand River Manor
5-9pm • Wing Night Live!

Open Mic. Bring Your Own Mic. Please.

JIMMY
ALES

Acoustic
Fun!

Stay
Healthy & Safe!

ALL GIGS ARE WEATHER PERMITTING

Fri. Sept. 4,   6-9
   Benny Vino 

Sat. Sept. 5,   5-9
   Grand River Manor 

Sun. Sept. 6,   5-8
   Driftwood Point 

Sat.Sept. 12,   2-6
   Old Firehouse Winery 
 
Sun. Sept. 13,   2-5
   Hundley Cellars 

Sat. Sept. 26,   7-9:30
   Grand River Cellars 

VWHAT’S ON THE SHELF
 Compiled By Sage Satori

How to Argue with a 
Racist
Race is not a biological 
reality. Racism thrives 
on our not knowing 
this.
Racist pseudoscience 
has become so com-
monplace that it can 
be hard to spot. But its 
toxic effects on society 
are plain to see—feed-
ing nationalism, fueling 
hatred, endanger-
ing lives, and corroding our discourse on 
everything from sports to intelligence. Even 
well-intentioned people repeat stereotypes 
based on “science,” because cutting-edge 
genetics are hard to grasp—and all too easy to 
distort. Paradoxically, these misconceptions 
are multiplying even as scientists make un-
precedented discoveries in human genetics—
findings that, when accurately understood, 
are powerful evidence against racism. We’ve 
never had clearer answers about who we are 
and where we come from, but this knowledge 
is sorely needed in our casual conversations 
about race.
How to Argue With a Racist emphatically 
dismantles outdated notions of race by illumi-
nating what modern genetics actually can and 
can’t tell us about human difference. We now 
know that the racial categories still dividing 
us do not align with observable genetic differ-
ences. In fact, our differences are so minute 
that, most of all, they serve as evidence of our 
shared humanity.

Confess: The 
Autobiography
(releases Sept. 29th 2020)

The legendary frontman 
of Judas Priest, one of the 
most successful heavy 
metal bands of all time, 
celebrates five decades of 
heavy metal in this tell-
all memoir.
Most priests hear confes-
sions. This one is making 
his.
Rob Halford, front man 
of global iconic metal 
band Judas Priest, is a true “Metal God.” 
Raised in Britain’s hard-working, heavy 
industrial heartland, he and his music were 
forged in the Black Country. Confess, his full 
autobiography, is an unforgettable rock ‘n’ roll 
story-a journey from a Walsall council estate to 
musical fame via alcoholism, addiction, police 
cells, ill-fated sexual trysts, and bleak personal 
tragedy, through to rehab, coming out, redemp-
tion . . . and finding love.
Now, he is telling his gospel truth.
Told with Halford’s trademark self-deprecat-
ing, deadpan humor, Confess is the story of 
an extraordinary five decades in the music in-
dustry. It is also the tale of unlikely encounters 
with everybody from Superman to Andy War-
hol, Madonna, Jack Nicholson, and the Queen. 
More than anything else, it’s a celebration of 
the fire and power of heavy metal.
Rob Halford has decided to Confess. Because 
it’s good for the soul.

Steely Dan: Every album, 
every song (On Track)
One of the biggest names 
in the musical landscape 
of the 1970s, Steely 
Dan released a string of 
albums that pushed the 
boundaries of what was 
possible in a recording 
studio. With albums like 
‘The Royal Scam’ and 
‘Aja’, the songs of Walter 
Becker and Donald 
Fagen drew from their 
love of jazz, their ability to write memorable 
pop hooks and their penchant for subversive 

humour to produce a catalogue of unparal-
leled brilliance. With worldwide album sales 
in excess of 40 million copies, the durability 
of their songs has made Becker and Fagen 
one of the most celebrated writing partner-
ships in popular music. With Walter Beck-
er’s untimely death in 2017, Donald Fagen 
continues to keep the band’s flame burning 
on stages around the world. This book gives 
an overview of Steely Dan’s career while 
investigating every track recorded across the 
nine Steely Dan studio albums, plus Becker 
and Fagen’s six solo albums. There is also a 
discussion of the official live albums and joint 
collaborations, the duo’s early, largely unre-
leased, recordings and other tracks recorded 
under the Steely Dan name, making this a 
comprehensive guide for both fans of the 
band’s work or newcomers to the fascinating 
world of Steely Dan.
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VQUICK CUTS
■■■ By Pete Roche

Live at Warner 
Theatre, Erie PA. 
7/19/2005
Allman Brothers Band

The Allman 
Brothers called 
it quits in 2014, 
and with the 
2017 passing of 
Gregg Allman it 
would appear the 
Idlewild South 
dudes really are 
done for good.
But that doesn’t mean the music stops. Cer-
tainly not when you’re talking about one of 
the world’s most-beloved festival bands - a 
jam-minded, Jacksonville-based juggernaut 
which (like the Grateful Dead) owes its suc-
cess to its live shows and tour recordings as 
much as (if not more than) its studio efforts. 
And the Allmans issued a lot of live sets 
over the years, spotlighting noteworthy gigs 
at the Fillmore East (and West) in the ‘70s 
and The Beacon Theatre in New York in the 
‘00s. The guys also indulged the “Instant 
Live” craze, whereby professional, sound-
board-quality CD copies of select perfor-
mances were made available to concert-go-
ers for purchase mere minutes after the final 
bow. 
One such significant show was the group’s 
July 19, 2005, engagement at the War-
ner Theatre. The Allmans were “on” that 
night…so much so that a couple of the 
musicians immediately asked manager Bert 
Holman for personal playback copies. But 
unlike other “official bootleg” recordings, 
Erie ‘05 slipped through the cracks: It was 
a one-off affair in a small town on an oth-
erwise “big” tour of larger venues in larger 
markets.
Now Peach Corps devotees have another 
opportunity to savor one of the band’s 
best post-millennium nights - perhaps its 
best-ever without founders Duane Allman 
(deceased, 1971) or Dickey Betts (retired, 
2000) - courtesy the Brothers’ own imprint 
and distributor (The Orchard).
Pianist / Hammond B3 organ guru Gregg 
Allman leads the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame (1995) ensemble through lengthy (but 
lively) renditions of classics “Mountain 
Jam,” “High Cost of Low Loving,” “Trou-
ble No More,” and “Jessica,” while tandem 
drummers Butch Trucks and Jaimoe delin-
eate beats for bassist Oteil Burbridge and 
sensational slide guitarists Warren Haynes 
and Derek Trucks (who are strategically 
panned stereo right and left, respectively). 
Allman’s signature rasp is in full effect on 
“Melissa,” “Midnight Rider,” “Statesboro 
Blues,” and “Firing Line” - but Haynes 
rocks the microphone, too (“Good Morning 
Little Schoolgirl”).
Susan Tedeschi (Derek’s wife and bandmate) 
drops in for “Don’t Think Twice, It’s All 
Right.” Then the gang encores with a jubi-
lant “Jessica” and rowdy rendition of Sonny 
Boy Williamson / Elmore James classic 
“One Way Out.” 
Highly recommended. 

Whoosh!
Deep Purple

You’d think Ian 
Paice, Ian Gillan, 
and Roger Glover 
would’ve stuck a 
fork in Deep Purple 
after longtime 
organ ist Jon Lord 
(“Hush”) passed 
away (2012) - or 
certainly after they were (finally) inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Or as soon as 
they hit the half-century mark.
Nope.
Rock may be a young man’s game, but we’re 
sure The Who, The Moody Blues, and The 
Stones never counted on lasting this long, 
either. So rather than ride out to pasture, the 
“Smoke on the Water” warriors forged a path 
into the future with the acclaimed albums Now 
What?! (2013) and Infinite (2017). 
Now add Whoosh! to the Purple pantry of 
awesome aural edibles. Produced by Bob 
Ezrin (Kiss, Peter Gabriel, Pink Floyd), the 
Hertfordshire group’s 21s studio album finds 
Paice, Gillan, and Glover firing on all cylinders 
with guitar god Steve Morse (Dixie Dregs) and 
keyboardist Don Airey on a baker’s dozen of 
ditties that explore timely themes (tolerance, 
acceptance, change) but don’t skimp on spot-

440-537-5758
eric@usamgt.com

www.ericmichaelandrews.com
www.facebook.com/erockohio

Acoustic rock/pop covers...
old to new!

9/4 Goblin Wine & Ales House • 6-9pm

9/5 Goblin Wine & Ales House • 12-3pm

9/5 Private Party – Madison • 6-9pm

9/6 Goblin Wine & Ales House • 12-3pm

9/11 Seeing Double – N. Olmstead 7-10pm

9/12 Goblin Wine & Ales House • 12-3pm

9/12 Element 41 - Chardon • 6-9pm

9/13 Goblin Wine & Ales House • 12-3pm

9/17 Sapphire Creek Winery & Gardens
Chagrin Falls • 6-9pm

9/26 Green Eagle Winery
Cortland • 5:30-830pm

10/3 Ridgewood Kitchen & Spirits • 7-10pm

10/4 Private Party – Concord • 4pm

lighting the band’s historic virtuosity. 
Grungy, greasy opener “Throw My Bones” has 
Gillan unearthing tokens and talismen in an ex-
amination of the cultural power of superstition. 
“Drop the Weapon” beseeches troubled youths 
to walk away from trouble instead of perpetu-
ating violence. “No Need to Shout” encourages 
kooks, Karens, and social media elitists to clam 
up if they haven’t anything productive to say. 
Dystopian mini-epic “Man Alive” recounts the 
tragedy of a lone “I Am Legend” survivor after 
an extinction level event “cleanses” the Earth.
The arrangements are consistently adventur-
ous, ambitious, and - at times - mischievous. 
Gillan’s pipes are potent and bluesy, while 
the musical bits rendered by his cohorts range 
from melodic, proto-metal guitar arpeggios and 
muscular riffs (“Nothing at All,” “Remission 
Impossible”) to anthemic keyboard swells and 
flourishes (“Long Way Around,” “What the 
What”), to pensive, dreamlike passages (“Pow-
er of the Moon”), and spectral church organs 
(“Step by Step”).
Paice and the guys even revisit their own 
groovy instrumental “And the Address,” updat-
ing the 1969 zinger with modern instrumenta-
tion (but classic chops). 
No sleepers here. Fans of Rush, Blue Oys-
ter Cult, Rainbow, Boston, and 38 Special 
should give Whoosh! a listen. After all, Deep 
Purple influenced all those groups (and more), 
effectively writing rock’s raison d’etre into the 
lexicon. 
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En Espanol
The Mavericks

We’d have never 
guessed that our 
favorite pandemic 
platter would feature 
Spanish-only vocals 
- but that was before 
we learned The 
Mavericks were fin-
ishing up Nashville 
sessions with pro-
ducer Niko Bolas (Prince, Neil Young), even as 
the proverbial mierda hit the ventilador. 
Known for their exciting mishmash of Tejano 
and Latin music with American country, soul, 
and R&B, the Miami-based Mavericks gar-
nered a faithful following in the 1990s before 
splintering in 2003. Velvet-voiced singer Raul 
Malo released a couple solo records, and 
performed with the all-star group Los Super 
Seven, before re-teaming with Mavericks 
drummer Paul Deakin and new members Jerry 
Dale McFadden (keys) and Eddie Perez (lead 
guitar) in 2010.
The Mach II Mavericks reignited the flames on 
In Time (2013), Mono (2015), and Brand New 
Day (2017) but expanded its core audience 
with its energetic rumbas, salsas, merengues, 
and cha-chas on concert stages around the 
globe.
And while Malo (the Florida-born son of exiles 
from Castro’s communist Cuba) has crooned 

Raising the Stakes
The Killer 
Smiles

Guinness Records 
named “East Bay” 
Raymond Pep-
perell one of rock’s 
greatest guitarists 
ever, just after 
Johnny Ramone 
(The Ramones) and (inexplicably) Billie Joe 
Armstrong (Green Day) on its Rockapedia 
list of punk ax-slingers. You know him for his 
distortion and delay-fused leads on now-classic 
works by Dead Kennedys, like Fresh Fruit for 
Rotting Vegetables, Frankenchrist, and Bed-
time for Democracy, whereon his echo-laden, 
rockabilly riffs graced such cuts as “California 
Uber Alles,” “Holiday in Cambodia,” “Ram-
bozo,” and “Winnebago Warrior.” His Schecter 
and Fender Telecaster chords were slashing 
and energetic, while his solos and fills paid a 
melodic (and at times haunting) salute to surf 
rockers like Scotty Moore and Dick Dale, 
spaghetti Western filmmaker Ennio Morricone, 
and sixties psychedelia / spy T.V. culture. 
Those who’ve heard Plastic Surgery Disasters 
know it was Ray’s menacing, ‘50s-rooted licks 
that gave Jello Biafra’s politically-charged 
satire extra bite.
But Ray battled Biafra in court for rights to 
(and royalties from) the DK back catalog in the 
‘90s. At the turn of the century, he hit the road 
again with bassist Klaus Fluoride and drummer 
D.H. Peligro, playing all the smart-assed clas-
sics with stand-in singer Brandon Cruz. Ray’s 
first solo effort, Labyrinth, was a tripped-out 

in Castilian on a couple of his solo efforts, 
En Espanol marks the first time he and his 
hombres summoned Spanish scholars to assist 
with accurate readings of some outstanding 
originals and cool covers, sung exclusively in 
his native tongue. 
Julio Iglesias’ “Me Olvide de Vivir” con-
templates a heartbroken man who “forgot to 
live.” Guajira song “La Sitiera” boasts twangy 
Tex-Mex guitars and percussion. “Recuerdos” 
sees Malo celebrating memories, while Juan 
Gabriel’s “No Vale la Pena” features San Anto-
nio guitar sensation Flaco Jiminez (of “All You 
Ever Do is Bring Me Down” fame) alongside 
the Maverick horn and string sidemen.
“Sabor a Mi” is a saccharine bolero, while 
“Sombras Nada Mas” touches on tango. 
“Mujer,” “Pensando en Ti,” and “Cuando Me 
Enamoro” benefit from Malo’s romantic male 
lead. Closing cut “Me Voy a Pinar del Rio” 
combines charango (Andean guitar) with The 
Mavericks’ own rugged rhythms and heavenly 
Havana-esque harmonies. 

ambience album that surprised fans accus-
tomed to the guitarist’s feistier licks. 
Raising the Stakes marks a return to form 
for the middle-age DK icon. Produced with 
Paul Leary (Butthole Surfers) - and originally 
released almost a decade ago - the first official 
full-length from the guitarist’s new band is a 
throwback to both the Dead Kennedys’ early 
days as well as the cruisin’ doo-wop sounds 
of the Eisenhower era. Showcasing the robust 
rhythm combo of Greg Reeves (bass) and 
Steve Wilson (drums) and the nasally vocal 
stylings of Ron “Skipster” Greer, the disc is a 
welcome dose of raucous rock and streetwise 
smarminess in a market saturated with manu-
factured Biebers and Gagas.
If Raising the Stakes has an overriding motif, 
it’s the condemnation of society’s poseurs, 
fakers, and frauds. Without naming names, 
Skip observes how people “hide in their own 
way,” but there’s often no one “behind that 
pretty face” (“Lipstick Cherry Red”). He chal-
lenges celebrities and civilians alike to own 
their behavior: These days it’s fashionable to 
act rash and call it rational, he comments on 
“You’re Such a Fake.” Kanye West, Taylor 
Swift, and “Lady A” Antebellum should all be 
taking notes. 
“The Last Time You Failed” smashes through 
the façade of perfectionism with big guitars, 
upending the status quo of “giant robots” 
living for success at all costs - only to settle 
for illusions thereof. It’s irreverent rock, to be 
sure. But The Killer Smiles are decidedly non-
political - which couldn’t be said if the acerbic 
Biafra were still at the microphone. Skipster 
has ideas; Biafra always wrote with an agenda. 
Bluesy, alt-country ballad “The Heart is Some-
thing” reveals another side of the band - that 
of emotionally sympathetic artistes who recog-
nize how things can “get awkward” when pas-
sion runs amok. On The Clash-tinged “Hardest 
Part,” Skip acknowledges that the downside 
of breaking up with someone is repeatedly 
“almost making up.” Hey, this romance thing 
sure can get messy. 
Reeves and Wilson indulge a reggae groove 
on “Safe and Sound” while Ray noodles under 
the backing track of his own crisp rhythm 
chords. “Area 51” examines the mythos of 
the storied gremlin and alien-infested desert 
facility, while “The Runner” chronicles the ex-
ploits of a fugitive. Abrasive, distorted guitars 
decorate “It’s Broken” and “I’m a User,” a pair 
of tunes embracing - and overcoming - the 
“shitty deals” we’re all handed on occasion.
Ray and friends sign off with a cover of old 
coal mining standard “16 Tons,” a laborer’s 
lament popularized by Tennessee Ernie Ford 
in 1955. Who among us doesn’t feel we’re still 
just “another day older and deeper in debt” 
when five o’clock rolls around, or like we 
“owe our souls to the company store?” 
Ray feels your pain, brothers and sisters. And 
it sure is nice hearing that droning, Route 66 
rockabilly guitar sound again. 

1000 Hands: Chapter 
One
Jon Anderson

Whether in or out 
of Yes (“Round-
about,” “Owner of 
a Lonely Heart”), 
golden-throated 
singer Jon Ander-
son has never been 
afraid of stylistic 
experimentation. 
He dabbled in folk and psychedelia on Olias 
of Sunhillow, indulged in pop-rock on Song 
of Seven and Animation, embraced New Age 
(with Greek keyboard whiz Vangelis) on Short 
Stories and Friends of Mr. Cairo, sang sweetly 
for Japanese composer Kitaro on Dream, sat 
in with an Irish pub band for Promise Ring, 
celebrated Native American songcraft and 
storytelling on Toltec, and luxuriated in Latin 
timbres on Deseo. 
But the new 1000 Hands: Chapter One has 
more in common with the 1988 album In the 
City of Angels than any other Anderson project, 
what with its warm keyboards, sleek guitars, 
smooth horns, easygoing energy, and overall 
positive vibes. Initially started as a collabo-
ration with former Warriors bandmate Brian 

Chatton in the early 1990s, Anderson’s 15th 
solo opus sat unfinished on a garage shelf until 
producer Michael Franklin (Spencer Davis, Ed-
gar Winter) came calling. The finished project 
enjoyed a limited release last year, but now the 
folks at Blue Elan are issuing it worldwide.  
Named for its many talented guest players - 
including Ian Anderson (Jethro Tull), Bobby 
Kimball (Toto), Jonathan Cain (Journey), 
Chick Corea, Carmen Appice, Rick Derrin-
ger, Jean-Luc Ponty, and fellow Yes men 
Chris Squire, Alan White, and Steve Howe 
- 1000 Hands is a musical field day whose 
Island-tinged reggae tunes (“First Born Lead-
ers,” “Makes Me Happy”), banjo-laced chants 
(“Ramalama”), and jazzy, steel drum and 
violin-steeped sojourns (“Come Up”) pro-
vide perfect platforms (and springboards) for 
Anderson’s stunning alto tenor. Though in his 
mid-70’s, Anderson can still weave magic and 
cast spells with his voice, whether singing solo 
(“Now,” “Now Variations”) or in harmonic 
layers - a la “We Have Heaven” - as on “WD-
MCF,” wherein the Fragile front man seeks an 
answer to the metaphysical question of Where 
Does Music Come From?
We also enjoy the wedding-ready love song 
“I Found Myself” and accordion and acoustic 
guitar-laced Venetian travelogue “Twice in a 
Lifetime.”

Call/text 440-381-3736 
or contact me on

Facebook

Subscribe to my
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BOOKING ALL 
TYPES OF GIGS!
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WATERFRONT FRONTLINEV
 

 By Justin Thompson

We live in strange times, and many of us feel 
that we should be doing something to help 
make a difference. That is why I’ve decided to 
write this article about a number of things that 
any of us can do to help make the world a better 
place, both locally and globally. From voting, 
volunteering our time, and supporting local 
farmers and businesses, to buying sustainable 
products and investing in funds that support 
green companies and clean energy, there’s 
always something we can do.
Register to vote! October 5th is the deadline to 
register to vote in the general election. In order 
to have environmental legislation introduced 
and passed in Ohio (or nationally), one needs 
politicians and political leadership in place that 
support the environment and green jobs. That 
starts with each and every one of us turning out 
for the General Election each November AND 
also for the Primaries as well. Your vote is your 
voice, and we need to hear from you with your 
ballot. I strongly encourage everyone to vote 
early, either in person at the local board of elec-
tions office or by voting absentee (starting Oct. 
6th). This way there is less chance of spreading 
and/or being exposed to the Coronavirus on 
Election Day. Voter registration (https://olvr.
ohiosos.gov) and absentee ballot request forms 
(www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absen-
tee-ballot) can be found on the Ohio Secretary 
of State and also the County Board of Elections’ 
websites.  
Be an Election precinct worker. This Novem-
ber, in the age of Corona, many of the older 
people who have always been election precinct 
officials will be unable to resume those roles 
because some are the most at risk for Covid 19. 
So, counties across the country are scrambling 
to find individuals who will step up in these 
challenging times and staff the voting locations. 
Without enough workers (I say workers, be-
cause these are paid positions) to staff the polls, 
locations may have to be consolidated. This 
year, Louisville, KY had consolidated several 
locations into one that was to accommodate 
about 600,000 voters for the Primary. The com-
ing election is quite possibly the most important 
election of modern times, and We the People 
need to do what we can to safeguard this pillar 
of our democracy and ensure that this election 
happens safely, securely, and is accessible to all 
voters in one form or another. 
Take the Census, and encourage everyone 
in your community to do so also. Political 
districts are re-drawn every ten years based 
on the results of the Census, and money is 
allocated to state and local governments as a 
result of how many people are counted. That 
means that if Ohio is undercounted, state and 

What Can You Do?
local government won’t receive the funds they 
need to adequately support the education of our 
children, the maintenance of our roads, and the 
upkeep of our communities and parks, amongst 
other things. The last day to take the Census is 
September 30 - so don’t delay.
Participate and engage in and with your local 
community organizations and nonprofits. There 
are always board positions available and groups 
are always looking for volunteers who are 
passionate about a cause and will help build 
ties with the community and strengthen the 
organization. In a world of divisiveness, these 
community organizations bring people together 
and help us to unite for common causes. By vol-
unteering your time, just a couple days a month 
or even a few hours a week, you can have fun, 
make friends, help others, and all around make 
the world a little brighter, just by participating 
and helping lift up others around you. Also, 
it’s worth noting that change happens from the 
inside; so, if you want to see an organization do 
better or have better practices, volunteer and/or 
join the board and help steer the group towards 
being and doing the best that it can. Nonpartisan 
civic organizations like the NAACP, League 
of Women Voters, and National Organization 
for Women all have local chapters and are also 
always looking for new members.
Attend local city council or township trustee 
meetings, read the local paper or otherwise stay 
up to date on what’s going on in and around 
town (as well as with state and federal news). 
Democracy starts with “We the People,” and 
that means challenging the things you disagree 
with or don’t feel represent the best interests 
of you and your community. Holding politi-
cians and businesses accountable when you see 
something wrong is important. Society is ever 
changing, and that change (at least in America) 
comes from the will of the people. Make your 
voice heard - vote, participate, and be engaged.
Join or start local clean-up projects. As an 
Ambassador for the Alliance for the Great 
Lakes, I can tell you that we are always looking 
for individuals, groups, families, and friends 
to come out to help us with beach clean-ups. 
If you’re interested in attending a cleanup visit 
https://greatlakes.org/get-involved/adopt-a-
beach and if you don’t see a cleanup near you, 
please sign up (either yourself or with a group of 
people) to be an event leader and host a cleanup. 
All the necessary equipment is supplied by the 
Alliance and these events are something that can 
be done while still observing social-distancing. 
The group “I’m In… Ashtabula” (who you can 
find on Facebook) also hosts cleanup events and 
participates in other kinds of service projects in 
and around Ashtabula County throughout the 

year.
The Nature Conservancy also has a number 
of programs and activities throughout the year 
that individuals and families can participate 
in (unfortunately due to Covid-19 they are 
closed this year). The Bissell Nature Center in 
Rock Creek hosts restoration, recreation, and 
educational activities for individuals and the 
whole family. Last year, volunteers from The 
Nature Conservancy and Ohio University helped 
plant 500 trees and an additional 5000 herba-
ceous plants at Walnut Beach in an effort to help 
restore the native ecosystem. The Conservancy 
also does a lot to help remediate invasive plant 
species at several locations throughout Ohio. 
For more information about how to participate 
or get involved check out their website (www.
nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/
places-we-protect/grand-river-conserva-
tion-campus).
Plant trees. The Arbor Day Foundation makes 
cards that you can give as a thank you, holiday, 
special occasion, or just-because cards, and 
every card plants a tree in a national forest. This 
year, I encourage you to give holiday cards that 
also show that you care about our planet and 
are doing something to help make a difference. 
You can also give someone a grove of trees (10, 
50, 100, the number’s up to you) that will pull 
carbon out of the atmosphere for their lifetimes, 
instead of giving some other plastic gift that 
will end up sitting in a landfill for multiple 
lifetimes or worse, in our Great Lakes or the 
oceans. Those Arbor Day Foundation cards can 

be purchased online (https://shop.arborday.
org/give-a-tree). The American Forests (www.
americanforests.org) is another great nonprofit 
where you can give the gift of trees to honor 
someone or as a memorial. 
Now, I can totally understand not being able to 
afford donating to have 1000 trees planted in a 
national forest, especially in these uncertain eco-
nomic times. But there are still things that can 
be done at home that are free or low-cost. There 
are recycling drop-off locations throughout 
Northeast Ohio that take single stream recycling 
(which means you don’t have to sort items 
by type, just please rinse out any containers). 
Another low-cost eco-friendly option is starting 
your own backyard composting. Composting 
reduces the amount of methane and waste that 
ends up in landfills around the country. The soil 
produced from compost is an excellent source of 
potting soil and can be used in gardens as well.
Speaking of gardens, planting local native 
wildflowers and other plants that help feed 
butterflies, honeybees, and other pollinators 
is another low maintenance option you can 
do right in your own yard and/or around your 
neighborhood. Fruits, vegetables, flowers and 
other plants all rely on pollinators to help them 
flourish. However, in recent years honey bees 
and monarch butterflies have been threatened 
on multiple fronts, from butterflies’ shrinking 
natural habitats, to the increased use of pesti-
cides and herbicides that are now known to have 
caused a number of problems for honeybees. 
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You can help these pollinators thrive again by 
planting your own yard pollinator gardens. The 
Xerces Society, the Pollinator Partnership, the 
USDA Forest Service, and others have informa-
tion on how to help honeybees and/or butterflies. 
You can even have your garden certified by the 
National Wildlife Federation and/or registered 
for the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge as 
well. These gardens can also make great places 
to put up bird feeders, bird houses, and bat hous-
es too. A little-known fact, is that bats can eat 
up to 500 mosquitos an hour – so if you don’t 
want mosquitos, moths, and/or beetles hanging 
around your backyard, installing a bat house is 
a win-win. 
The Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association, 
which is a member of the Ohio State Beekeepers 
Association, is another great local organization 
that is always looking to help interested people 
learn more about beekeeping and networking 
with other local beekeepers. Beekeeping is not a 
terribly expensive hobby, and it helps the envi-
ronment and local growers, farmers, and garden-
ers in the area. The world’s food supply would 
be drastically smaller and less diverse without 
pollinators like bees, butterflies, hummingbirds, 
and bats. Help them help us. 
Education is important, and this school year 
there are millions of students across the country 
who will be taking classes online and/or being 
homeschooled for the first time. This presents 
not only a challenge for school systems and 
parents, but also provides opportunities for 
hands-on and experiential learning in nature 
as well. Kids for Positive Change, a nonprofit 
educational organization in Ashtabula, and After 
School Discovery are two great examples of 
how kids can learn about nature, the environ-
ment, the arts, and sciences both in and outside 
of the classroom. Teaching children the value 
of nature and how connected we all are to it is 
crucial to building a sustainable future. Both 
the Ashtabula and Lake County Metroparks 
Systems are great locations to explore, picnic, 
and enjoy. There is a plethora of native trees, 
flowers, plants, animals, and insects that can be 
seen and identified. Peterson Bird Field Guide 
and the Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide are great 
resources to take with you when identifying 
birds and flowers while on the trails. 
Ashtabula County Water Watch is streaming a 
webinar series this month called “Water Watch 
Wednesdays.” This webinar series will focus 
on environmental issues and concerns in and 
around Ashtabula County. This series takes 
place via Zoom every Wednesday in Septem-
ber at 6:00 pm. There will be five sessions on 
the following topics: in our backyard, sacrifice 
zones, air quality, radioactive brine, and injec-
tion wells. These sessions will bring in experts 
and speakers from across Ohio and the country 
to address these issues in a more informative 
and meaningful fashion. I recommend checking 
out Ashtabula County Water Watch’s Facebook 
page and website www.acww.us .
Thanks to the internet, doing the right thing 
has never been easier. Organizations like Green 

America, the Environmental Working Group 
(EWG), and others help consumers find green 
businesses, products, and resources so that they 
can use their dollars to vote for safe, envi-
ronmentally friendly, and sustainable goods 
and service. In America, we really have two 
forms of voting, Democratic and Economic. 
The Democratic vote we cast as citizens of our 
Democratic Republic, but then there’s also our 
economic vote which we cast every time we 
spend or donate money. I encourage everyone 
reading this to consider what items you buy, and 
ask yourself: are these items environmentally 
friendly? Do the businesses making these items 
support a living wage for their workers? Do any 
components in these items come from conflict 
minerals and/or are they a product of child 
labor? These are tough questions, but Green 
America, EWG, and others make it easier to 
have confidence that the items we purchase are 
not only good for you, but are also good for the 
environment and others too. 
Make your investments makes sense for the 
environment as well as making you dollars. 
More and more banks and investment firms are 
divesting from fossil fuels and are investing 
in greener and more sustainable funds for the 
future. In recent years, solar, wind, and other 
green industries have not only been among the 
fastest growing job sectors, they have also seen 
increases in both technological efficiency and 
their stock prices. There are a growing number 
of green and/or sustainable investment funds 
and ecofriendly stocks to choose from. These 
investments in green funds support businesses 
and companies that care about more than just 
dollars they care about the triple bottom line, 
also known as people, planet, profit. 
For those of us who are looking for a more 
hands-on approach, there are plenty of citizen 
science projects out there that are not only fun, 
but also help advance science and academic 
research as well. www.CitizenScience.gov is 
a national website that links to over 250 active 
citizen science projects, activities, and programs 
that anyone can participate in. These include 
things like measuring plant roots in your garden, 
recording rainwater and air temperatures, and 
tracking storms and other weather events. If 
you are a gamer, there’s a website https://cit-
izensciencegames.com/games with over 20 
different computer games that you can play that 
help advance and benefit science just by playing 
and participating. National Geographic also has 
a link www.nationalgeographic.org/idea/
citizen-science-projects to a list of citizen 
science projects that are great for individuals 
and families with kids in grades 3 and up that 
include things like watching and recording dif-
ferent types and numbers of birds, native plants, 
and insects. 
Installing your own air quality monitor outside 
your home has never been easier. Purple Air is a 
company that produces air monitors that anyone 
can easily purchase, install, and use to moni-
tor inside and outside of his/her home. These 
monitors detect particulate matter (dust, smoke, 
pollen, and other air pollutants), and map the 
results in real-time on their website www.

purpleair.org . These monitors are particularly 
helpful in tracking and showing changes in local 
air quality over time. Ashtabula County only 
has one EPA air monitoring station, in Con-
neaut. This station also only monitors Sulphur 
Dioxide (SO2) and Ozone (O3), not Particulate 
Matter (PM) like the Purple Air monitors detect. 
Currently there are only 3 Purple Air monitors 
in all of Ashtabula County, although I intend to 
purchase one myself to help monitor the quality 
of the air near my home. These monitors have 
little to no upkeep and only require access to 
power and Wi-Fi in order to broadcast real-time 
data on temperature, humidity, and particulate 
matter (PM10, PM2.5, & PM1).
Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose, and Re-
cycle. Recycling is important, and it certainly 
helps reduce the amount of energy and raw 
materials that need to be used/consumed in 
order to produce and manufacture new products. 
However, reducing the total amount of items 
purchased and waste produced is even more 
efficient at helping the planet achieve sustain-
ability in the long run. Our landfills are quickly 
filling up with plastic that won’t break down for 
hundreds to thousands of years. As I mentioned, 
recycling is important, and I definitely encour-
age everyone to recycle. However, if we all 
were more cognizant of the items we purchase, 
we wouldn’t have as much of a problem trying 
to figure out what to do about all the plastic in 
the world. Switching to bamboo toothbrushes, 
carrying a set of silverware in your car, and 
refusing single use plasticware and straws helps 
reduce that amount of waste.
Likewise, encouraging local restaurants, church-
es, businesses, and schools to use environmen-
tally friendly products can also have a huge 
impact as well. Personally, I have purchased 
and donated food-grade biodegradable and 
compostable disposable gloves I found online to 
one of the nonprofit organizations I am a board 
member of, to be used in place of plastic and/or 
latex gloves. My next step is to help transition 
the organization away from using plastic bags 
and switching to biodegradable bags instead. 
The number of plastic bags that blow away in 
the wind and get caught up in trees and/or end 
up in the lakes and oceans is ridiculous. If you 
want to learn more about the amount of plastic 
in the oceans and what you can do to help, check 
out 5 Gyres, the Plastic Pollution Coalition, and 
the Earth Day Network (among other organiza-
tions like Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth). 
Supporting and buying locally. Ashtabula 
Local Food (formerly the Ashtabula Local 
Food Council) publishes the Ashtabula County 
Local Food Guide for free. Visit their website 
for an electronic copy of the guide (www.
ashtabulalocalfood.org/local-food-guide). 
Buying local food and supporting local farmers 
and growers is easier than ever now. This guide 
provides information about where local farms 
and farmers markets are, when different fruits 
and vegetables are in season, and what different 
farms have to offer. Categories include: vege-
tables and herbs, fruit, meat, honey, eggs and 
dairy, maple syrup, educational services, and 
packaged and other goods. By buying local you 

not only support local members of the com-
munity and help your friends and neighbors in 
these difficult times, you also reduce the amount 
of pollution that comes from transporting food 
cross country or even internationally. These 
“food miles” increase the amount of greenhouse 
gases that are released into the atmosphere, as 
well as taking dollars out of local communities. 
The Ohio Farm Bureau also started publishing 
a food guide for Northeast Ohio as well which 
can be downloaded on their website https://
ofbf.org/app/uploads/2019/08/2019-North-
east-Counties-BLD.pdf . 
Farmers markets and CSAs (Community 
Supported Agriculture) are resources for people 
looking for local food and can be found listed in 
the aforementioned guides. My Neighborhood 
Collaborative, a nonprofit in Ashtabula City, has 
what is quite possibly the largest community 
garden in the county and offers CSA shares that 
can be purchased online and picked up weekly 
(Wednesday or Saturday mornings) during the 
growing season. These shares include fruits and 
vegetables that are produced from the commu-
nity garden throughout the season and provide 
affordable access to people who may not 
otherwise be able to access healthy local food 
as easily. This year the program runs 10 weeks 
due to the coronavirus and the late start to the 
growing season. My Neighborhood Collabora-
tive offers full and half shares, and even has a 
discount for seniors and a program that offers 
free shares to individuals who volunteer hours 
working in the community garden. The garden 
provides a great way to get outdoors and enjoy 
the fresh air while volunteering for a great 
cause. For more information on volunteering 
or the CSA program find them on Facebook, 
or email them my.neighborhood.collabora-
tive@gmail.com .
There are a lot of ways that individuals like 
you and I can affect our daily habits and lives 
that can bring about change for the better in 
this world. Simple things like buying locally, 
changing investing strategies, buying green-
er and more sustainable products, and being 
more conscious of the ways that the products 
we use have an impact on the environment, 
including where products end up after they have 
been used. The point is, we live in a land that 
consumes more energy and materials than most 
other parts of the world, and that disproportion-
ate share comes at a cost to the environment and 
to others. Being socially and environmentally 
responsible is about more than just our rapidly 
warming planet and the catastrophic reper-
cussions that warming has and will have for 
decades to come. This is our responsibility and 
civic duty; it is a price that we must pay out of 
kindness and respect for the people and species 
of life on our planet. Just as voting is our civic 
duty as members of a Democratic Republic, so 
too is being cognizant of how our choices and 
actions, and their costs and repercussions affect 
the world around us. 
Sometimes in life it’s the little things that make 
all the difference, and by coming together for 
the greater good, you can be a part of what 
makes the world a better place. Thank you.

V
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madewellmusic.com • steve@madewellmusic.com
Madewell Music on Facebook Steve Madewell on Reverb Nation

9/3......... 6:30 ........... Madison Village Sq.
9/4......... 7:00 ........... Mr. Lees • Perry, Ohio
9/6......... 2:00 ........... Old Firehouse • GOTL
9/20 ...... 2:00 ........... Old Firehouse • GOTL

10/4 ...... 2:00 ........... Old Firehouse • GOTL
10/16.... 2:00 ........... Debonne Winery
10/18.... 2:00 ........... Old Firehouse • GOTL

FOLKNET
VIRTUAL CONCERTS
at www.folknet.org

to listen at 7pm:

•
•
•
•
•

STEVE MADWELL LIVE PERFORMANCES:

9/6......... Morgan McCaskey
9/9......... Jim Kozel
9/13 ...... Austin Walkin’ Cane
9/16 ...... Sands and Hearn
9/20 ...... Steve Madewell
9/23 ...... Jess Miller
9/27 ...... Brendon O’Malley

6827 Lake Road West • Geneva • 440-466-9127
2-1/2 miles west of Rt. 534 and Geneva State Park

Corner of County Line Rd. and Lake Road West.

Beach Bar & Grill!
 Best place to watch

the sunset on the Lake.
Book us for your Special Event!

Friday 4:00 - 11pm
Saturday 1:00 - 11pm
Sunday 1:00 - 9:30pm

LAKE
ERIEWALLEYE!

Fri, Sept. 4...... DAN WAGNER & CAT LILLY .......................6:30
Sat, Sept. 5 .... RACHEL BROWN &.....................................6:30
   THE BEATNIK PLAYBOYS
Sun, Sept. 6.... JIMMY ALES ...............................................5:00
Mon, Sept. 7 .. LALENA SHENKEL.......................................2:00
 LYLE HEATH ...............................................5:00
Fri, Sept. 11.... BRICKHOUSE BLUES ..................................6:30
Sat, Sept. 12 .. KENDALL STAUFFER & FRIENDS.................6:30
Sun, Sept. 13.. KISMET.......................................................5:00
Fri, Sept. 18 ... STOWBILLIES..............................................6:30
Sat. Sept. 19 .. MARIA PETTI ..............................................6:30

All staff are certified in Servsafe • No Mask, No Service

LAKE
ERIE

PERCH!

COME DINE WITH US ON THE LAKE!      DINING IS BY RESERVATION ONLY AFTER 5PM.
 FROM 1-5PM SAT. & SUN, RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR GROUPS OVER 5.

■■■ By Steve MadewellVPEDESTRIAN  RAMBLINGS
Somehow, we find ourselves enjoying the 
thick warm air of late Summer. Geeze, the 
season has gone fast, and like many people 
I have talked with, a good number of us are 
wondering what will late Fall and Winter 
be like?
When I was a youngster, I used to think 
August was hot, humid, and miserable. 
But as I got older, I began to realize that 
August was a tremendous time of year - a 
magical period when the oppressive days of 
mid-summer begin to transition into cooler 
nights and dewy mornings. Setting the 
stage for what has always been my favorite 
season, Fall. And this year, in particular, 
August was a big transitional month.
While 2020 has been fraught with calam-
ity and uncertainty, we had a spectacular 
Summer on the North Coast. It was a little 
hot and dry at times, but the skies were 
bright blue and the humidity was relatively 
low for Ohio. After the pandemic shutdown 
in March, wineries and clubs with outside 
areas began to resume live music once 
guidance was provided and temperatures 
began to rise. Patios and decks provided 
places to enjoy getting out in a reasonably 
comfortable setting. And the beautiful 
summer weather has helped minimize the 
unsettled nature of these times.
And we have the lovely days of Fall to look 
forward to.
Regardless of where an individual might 
stand in reasoning and perspective on the 
pandemic, we all know and have family 
and friends who hold different beliefs. This 
diversity of opinion concerning the sug-
gestions and direction from state and local 
health departments has given us all ample 
opportunity to have an awkward experi-
ence or two, on some level or another this 
year. I have talked with folks who just flat 
out say, “We’re not buying into the hype!” 
Others say they don’t feel comfortable in 
any public place, and aside from car rides 
to curbside pickups, they have not been out 
at all.
It seems to me most folks are in the middle, 
trying to navigate sensible safety pre-
cautions between one or both extremes. 
It’s hard when you briefly get inside of 
the six-foot perimeter of someone who is 
clearly concerned for their well-being, and 
just as hard when someone offers a hand or 
a hug, and the national, state and regional 

health departments are saying “don’t shake 
hands!” And I never felt comfortable with 
close-talkers in any circumstance, in the 
past or especially today!
Being out of doors, especially on decks at 
half capacity, has provided the space for 
folks to feel comfortable in our current 
climate.
So, what is the late Fall and Winter going 
to be like? There is one thing for certain, it 
will be different from last year.
I have often wondered why so much of the 
Midwest shuts down in the winter? I have 
had the opportunity to visit many larger 
cities in the colder months and enjoyed 
the way other parts of the country have 
embraced the winter. It is not uncommon to 
have large fires in open-air shelters in the 
ski resort towns of the Rockies, and cities 
like Minneapolis have developed outside 
entertainment centers in downtown areas 
that thrive in the winter. And yes, some of 
these areas have live music.
Can we make a better effort to enjoy the 
winter here in Ohio?
Anybody who enjoys a winter sport, or a 
sport in the winter, has had a conversation 
based on the question: “How can you stand 
to do that in the cold?” Whether about steel-
head fishing, snowmobiling, cross country 
skiing, or ice fishing, we have all been part 
of a conversation like this! However, with 
advances made in outdoor clothing and gear, 
it is certainly possible to be warm and dry 
in nearly any condition. In the past, I have 
often joked that outdoor clothing works well 
for “gig wear”!
As the old saying goes, necessity is the 
mother of invention and with a little inge-
nuity, outdoor areas can be stretched well 
beyond three seasons. I expect to see winer-
ies or clubs working to utilize pavilions and 
other sheltered spaces well into the fall or 
early winter, and who knows, this might re-
sult in a whole different approach to outdoor 
entertainment spaces in northeastern Ohio.
In the meantime, I plan to enjoy the remain-
ing performances I have booked for 2020 
and rest assured, I will be having a glass of 
wine or other adult beverage while enjoying 
the perfect fall weather we have in NE Ohio 
between sets!
Till the next time, I hope to see you on the 
trail.
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FOR
SALE
Ampeg
SVT
Classic 
Tube
Amp
and
8 x10
Bass
Cabinet

Includes
Amp Cover!

Excellent Condition
$1,950. 

440-417-2475

V■■■ By Luthier Patrick PodpadecVSTAY IN TUNE

Enjoy Great Savings With

“Discount Deals” 
Online: www.mix971FM.com

Well I’m back like an old 
penny. Every time that I 
have a bad day, God turns 
around and blesses me with 
a good one. I’m lucky to say 
that I’ve had few good ones 
in a row now and it proves 
that the power of prayer 
really works. 
So I’ve also been blessed 
with a lot of work show-
ing up at my doorstep. Its 
also good to know that I’m 
gaining my strength back 
enough to fill the time that is 
needed to fulfill my custom-
er’s needs and the mental 
status to keep up with my 
more challenging repairs. 
I had a couple of really cool custoguitars 
come in last week and it was a pleasure to 
see end work on them. One was a Custom 
Fender Jass Master with a solid body and 
just one volume knob along with a two way 
switch for the 2 pickups. It was heavy as 
can be with a lot of sustain. The other was a 
“Reverend” double cutaway with a nashville 
bridge a stop bar. This guitar was very well 
built and almost fixed itself. I did the stan-
dard fret level and crowning , which both 
guitars benefited from that. They both came 
out beautiful and am proud to have had the 
chance to work on them.
I have a very high end Martin guitar in the 
shop, a D-28 Herringbone with a crack in 
the lower bass side. It’s about an 1/12 long 
and had separated a little bit. I just found 
out about this new “Glue Boost” system 
that has a new chemical supper glue with an 
excellent Hardening spray that allows you 
to work the repair without any time delay. 
It also is compatible with all different types 
of finishes and when you buff it out there is 
absolutely no adhesion lines and is a fan-
tastic product. It is a bit expensive but it is 
well worth the cost. I also have this bass in 
my shop that a fella brought to me and said 
it isn’t working and he thought it might be 
the jack. I opened it up and every one of the 
wires were cut and nothing was attached to 
anything. Its my guess that is why it wasn’t 
working. I think that might of been the first 
time that has ever happened to me 
So I have been doing a lot of soul search-
ing on what to do with my business. My 
health is still at the moment strong but I 

feel the need to start cleaning things out so 
that I don’t leave a wild mess for my wife 
and son to have to deal with. I would like 
to sell the business because I do have a 
fairly consistent clientele There is a catch 
though because I would expect my clients to 
have the same high quality repairs for their 
future. I currently do not know any one with 
the skills that it takes and am not sure if if 
there is enough time to train someone now. 
It could be possible. But there is a certain 
amount of love and ambition that is needed 
to become a successful Luthier
There are also many guitars that I will be 
selling. Some of them in various stages of 
repair and others that are ready to go. So 
please keep an eye out for “Buy, Sell and 
Trade” on Facebook and feel free to call me 
at 440-474-2141 for inquiries. There could 
be tools and extra parts for sale too. I still 
want to to continue with teaching classes on 
various guitar repairs. 
Meantime I’m in full repair mode so if your 
looking to have your instrument fixed please 
let me know
Of course I still want to keep up writing for 
the Voice magazine and will be pumping out 
articles far into the future. It has always been 
a great pleasure of mine to share my repair 
and musical experiences with the readers of 
the Voice. So as I leave you today I wish you 
well and please as always “Stay in Tune” 
and be nice to your neighbors
Keep Smiling!
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Smoking Hot 
Guitars
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Patrick Podpadec
Luthier

440.474-2141
pat@liamguitars.com

www.liamguitars.com

WINTER  SPECIAL
$10 OFF
ANY REPAIR

With mention of
this ad.

Custom Designs
Guitars
Basses
Acoustic
Electric
Mandolins
Double Necks
Harp Guitars
Major Repairs
Restorations
       Refinishing
         Refretting
         Intonation Adjustments
         Acoustic Pickup Installs

“The Dreamcaster”
Custom built

for Brian Henke

If  You Can Dream It, I Can Build It.

“Home of Smoking Hot Guitars”
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 By Pete RocheVBOXSET REVIEWS

Persistence of Time 
(30th Anniversary)
Anthrax

We played the shit 
out of our cassette 
copy of Persistence 
of Time back in 
college. 1990-91 
was a good year 
for Anthrax, and 
for heavy metal in 
general—what with 
Megadeth and Slay-
er set to release the equally-influential albums 
Rust in Peace and Seasons in the Abyss, and 
Metallica poised for worldwide success with 
their eponymous black album.
But college for us was three decades ago, and 
our hair is now as salt-and-peppered as Scott 
Ian’s beard.
Fortunately, music doesn’t age with its creators 
and critics. Indeed, the best tunes (like some of 
those on the Grammy-nominated Persistence) 
are timeless…even if they might occasionally 
benefit from a digital dusting-off (or complete 
manufacturer’s makeover) for tomorrow’s 
audiences. 
Drummer Charlie Benante supervised the 
remastering of the band’s seminal fifth album 
for Megaforce / Island, carefully polishing 
lengthier, socially-minded (war, racism, rivalry, 
etc.) gems like “Time,” “Blood,” “One Man 
Stands,” and “H8-Red,” until all the band’s 
instruments and vocals raged anew. Benante’s 
snare snaps and his cymbals sizzle. Ian’s 
rhythm guitars grind and grate, Frank Bello’s 
bass pulsates and pops, and Danny Spitz’ 
lead guitars crackle behind Joey Belladonna’s 
banshee wail. The mix is well-balanced, if a bit 
too loud: Leaving some breathing room for the 
highs and lows would’ve safeguarded listeners 
from the ear fatigue sometimes caused by com-

Live in Tampa
Bush

It’s the era of 
COVID. You’ve 
got cabin fever, and 
you’re just itching 
for the energy of a 
live concert.
Breathe in, breathe 
out. We get it.
So does Gavin 
Rossdale, who dropped the CD / DVD / Blu-
ray Bush: Live in Tampa just before corona-
virus forced the postponement - or outright 
cancellation - of all the season’s major concert 
tours. 
Filmed and recorded a year ago (August 
2019) at the 20,000-capacity Mid-Florida 
Credit Union Amphitheater, the band’s second 
live disc finds Rossdale and his British mates 
ripping through an energetic, 90-minute sum-
mer set that highlights their Sixteen Stone and 
Razorblade Suitcase alt-rock hits “Everything 
Zen,” “Machinehead,” and “Swallowed,” 
alongside fresh fare like “Bullet Holes” (from 
the John Wick 3 soundtrack and Bush’s 2020 
Kingdom LP).
Rossdale’s north of 50, but the svelte singer 
still performs like he’s shy of 30, raking 
rhythm guitars with 2nd-gen Bushman Chris 
Traynor (who replaced Nigel Pulsford in 
2011) and belting at the microphone a la Kurt 
Cobain-meets-Michael Hutchence on “This 
Is War,” “Everything Zen,” and “Chemicals 
Between Us.” Corey Britz and drummer 
Robin Goodridge deliver viscous rhythms and 
reliable rat-a-tat beats, effectively stitching the 
crunchy guitar chords together and underpin-
ning the vivacious vocals.
Clad in a cut-off T-shirt, black jeans, and 
sneakers, Rossdale leads the charge on a 
humid, alligator-friendly evening, gesturing 
for fans to let loose whenever he’s not busy 
strumming. By show’s end (“Comedown”), 
the singer asks the crowd to illuminate their 
cigarette lighters and cellphones in a display 
of unity. Then he roams among them in the 
aisles, nary missing a verse even as females 
claw for his clothing.
“Glycerine is my Free Bird” reads a sign held 
aloft by an enthused fan.
The Live in Tampa Blu-ray / DVD contains 
a fifteen minute Rossdale interview (some of 
which is interspersed between songs), wherein 
he provides a Bush album-by-album com-

mentary (2001’s Golden State is “inextricably 
linked” to 9/11) and cites his major influences 
(Bowie, Lou Reed, The Doors, Fugazi, Sound-
garden, etc.). 
“I fell in love with punk rock,” explains Ross-
dale. 
“It’s challenging to exit in a world and feel 
you’re not good enough. You’re your own 
worst taskmaster, and you can really beat 
yourself up. But you have an obligation to 
make great rock records when you’re given 
that chance.” 

Listen To
and have a six-pack on us!

Make requests at
Facebook.com/WFXJTheFox

pressed “brick walls” of unrelenting sound.  
But man, it sure is cool to travel back in time 
to Persistence of Time.
The New York quintet galvanized a global fol-
lowing (and earned a guest spot on Married…
With Children) with its MTV-ready take on 
the Joe Jackson-penned “Got the Time”—but 
arpeggio instrumental “Intro to Reality” and 
“Belly of the Beast” remain personal Anthrax 
favorites. In addition to bonus entries like 
“Protest and Survive” (a Discharge cover) and 
an “illest” live capture of rap-parody “I’m the 
Man,” Benante and the boys include an extra 
disc dedicated to Frankensteinishly-cobbled 
demos of most of the album’s selections, as 
taken from the drummer’s ample archives. 
Anthrax fans already know Benante is as 
skilled on guitar as he is drums, and that many 
of the band’s signature licks and riffs started 
with him.
The deluxe package comes with a DVD with 
tour footage of Anthrax with Iron Maiden, right 
before the boys embarked on their Clash of the 
Titans tour (with Slayer and Megadeth) and 
teamed up with Chuck D and Public Enemy for 
“Bring the Noise ‘91” Oh, and check out the 
subtly-tweaked album cover art, which now 
depicts a surreal “melting clock” (see Salvador 
Dali’s “Persistence of Memory”) rather than 
the static (if skull-adorned) marble timepiece 
of old.     
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that I don’t leave a wild mess for my wife 
and son to have to deal with. I would like 
to sell the business because I do have a 
fairly consistent clientele There is a catch 
though because I would expect my clients to 
have the same high quality repairs for their 
future. I currently do not know any one with 
the skills that it takes and am not sure if if 
there is enough time to train someone now. 
It could be possible. But there is a certain 
amount of love and ambition that is needed 
to become a successful Luthier
There are also many guitars that I will be 
selling. Some of them in various stages of 
repair and others that are ready to go. So 
please keep an eye out for “Buy, Sell and 
Trade” on Facebook and feel free to call me 
at 440-474-2141 for inquiries. There could 
be tools and extra parts for sale too. I still 
want to to continue with teaching classes on 
various guitar repairs. 
Meantime I’m in full repair mode so if your 
looking to have your instrument fixed please 
let me know
Of course I still want to keep up writing for 
the Voice magazine and will be pumping out 
articles far into the future. It has always been 
a great pleasure of mine to share my repair 
and musical experiences with the readers of 
the Voice. So as I leave you today I wish you 
well and please as always “Stay in Tune” 
and be nice to your neighbors
Keep Smiling!
Patrick from Liam Guitars/ Smoking Hot 
Guitars
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Cat
Lilly

For Bookings call
440-466-4623 or 440-417-4199

 Friday,
Sept. 18th
Luisa's 
Mexican 
Grill 
Outside on the Patio
5-8p

Sun, Oct. 4th • 4-7p
Old Mill Winery 
w/ Dan Wagner

Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries

Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva

440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

CBD
PRODUCTS

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!

FEATURING
LOCAL

ARTISTS! ACCEPTING
EBT!

Boost your immune system! 
We have the products you need.

Earth’s
Natural Treasures &

Harmony Jade
now open at

Geneva-on-the-Lake!

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sundays starting 4/19, 11-3pm

Protest Music
Part Four
“Oh, my Lord!
Oh, my good Lord!
(Keep me from sinkin’ down)
I tell you what I mean to do
I mean to go to heaven too
I look up yonder and what do I see?
I see the angels beckonin’ me
(Keep me from sinkin’ down)”

Amazing Grace

European slave traders brought Africans 
to the New World on ships as early as 
the 1400s, approximately twelve million 
between the 16th and 19th centuries. Caught 
in surprise raids, and captured in nets, 
they were taken from their idyllic home-
land and forced onto tall ships, where they 
were chained and packed between decks in 
areas too small to stand in. These voyages 
across the Atlantic Ocean, known as the 
Middle Passage, were horrendous for the 
already traumatized African natives. Over 
half jumped overboard or died from harsh 
conditions on the ship before ever reaching 
their destination. 
Sir John Newton was captain of a slave ship 
and made many voyages, bringing human 

cargo from the coast of West Africa down 
to the West Indies, and up to the Americas. 
There was a moaning and a groaning down 
in the belly of the ship that seemed to be 
common to most of the Africans that were 
part of his cargo. They used their voices to 
express their sadness and pain, and the songs 
haunted him.
These songs of lamentation and sorrow 
became the foundation of American blues 
music. And that common West African tune 
caused Newton to eventually experience 
a spiritual rebirth and turn his back on the 
slave trade. Many years later, he sat down 
one night and penned the lyrics to a song 
called “Amazing Grace” that has become the 
world’s most beloved hymn. But in its own 
way, it was perhaps the first protest song – a 
testimony against slavery,
The blacks who stepped in chains from the 
slave ships were a musical people, used to 
expressing religious ideas in song. Slaves 
were auctioned off like animals to be bought 
and sold into hard work, poverty and op-
pression. They were forbidden to speak their 
native languages. Drums and other African 
instruments were banned, and the practice of 
African religion was punishable by death. 
Around 1700, the Church of England sent 
missionaries to America to convert the 
downtrodden slaves to Christianity, hoping 

Leadbelly
1888 – 1949

“Me and my wife went all over town
Everywhere we go, the people would turn us 
down

Lord, in the bourgeois town
Yee it’s a bourgeois town
I got the bourgeois blues
Gonna spread the news all around” 
Lead Belly (Huddie Ledbetter) was a folk-
blues singer, songwriter and guitarist whose 
notoriously violent life made him a legend. 
Born in rural Louisiana in the late 1880s, he 
learned to play guitar as a youth and eventually 
focused on the 12-string, which would become 
his signature instrument. He left home at 
sixteen and headed out across the Deep South, 
dangerous territory for a black bluesman in 
1918. 
Ledbetter’s travels led him to his share of 
scrapes with the law, ending up in a Texas 
prison for murder, where it seems he picked up 
the nickname Lead Belly. In early 1924, only a 
few years into a 20-year sentence, Lead Belly 

it would make them more docile. They re-
shaped the religion into a deeply personal 
way of dealing with the oppression of their 
enslavement, and they turned to “sorrow 
songs” for solace. Inspired by stories from 
the Bible, these uncredited songs would 
become the basis for modern gospel music. 
These early spirituals were also used to 
communicate with one another without the 
knowledge of the masters. This was particu-
larly the case when a slave was planning to 
escape bondage and to seek freedom via the 
Underground Railroad.  “Go Down, Moses”, 
“Wade in the Water”, “Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot” – all have themes of freedom or 
escape. To the American slave, Jesus was 
an immediate companion, who intimately 
understood suffering, physical and emotion-
al agony. Jesus promised slaves freedom and 
protection, even if they could not have it 
immediately. 
There is a scene from the Civil War movie 
Glory where the men of the all-black 54th 
Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Infantry gather for a prayer meeting around 
the campfire on the eve of the Battle of Fort 
Wagner, where they know they will sustain 
heavy losses. Led by Morgan Freeman, they 
stand around the fire clapping their hands 
and humming as one by one, they “testi-
fy” - “Marrow, we go into battle, so Lordy, 
let us fight with the rifle with one hand, 
and the Good Book with the other, that if I 
should die at the mussel of the rifle, die on 
water, or on land. I know that you, Blessed 
Jesus, Almighty are with me, and I have 
no fear - Amen.” This African tradition of 
“testimony” (speaking spontaneously about 
their faith or experience) stemmed from the 
“ring-shout” and is referenced in modern 
soul music – “I Just Wanna Testify”, “Can I 
Get a Witness?” 

sang for Texas governor Pat Neff - a song in 
which he asked for a pardon. A year later, Neff 
pardoned Lead Belly and he was a free man.
Lead Belly was imprisoned again, for attempt-
ed murder, in 1930. There, he was “discov-
ered” by folklorists John Lomax and Alan 
Lomax, who were collecting songs for the Li-
brary of Congress. Subsequently, he published 
48 songs and ended up in New York, where 
his music was embraced by the fervent left 
wing, and Lead Belly found himself rubbing 
elbows with the likes of Woody Guthrie and 
Pete Seeger. Today, he is best remembered 
for songs such as “Goodnight, Irene”, “Rock 
Island Line”, and “The Midnight Special”. 

Bougeoise Blues
Bougeoise Blues was written in June 1937 
in response to the discrimination and segre-
gation that Lead Belly faced during a visit to 
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J. B. Lenoir
1928 – 1967

“Nothing I got 
‘gainst Missis-
sippi
It also was the 
home of my wife
But I count 
myself a lucky 
man

Big Bill 
Broonzy
1893 - 
1958

“This little 
song that I’m 
singin’ about
People you 
know it’s true
If you’re black and gotta work for a living
This is what they will say to you
They says if you was white, should be all right
If you was brown, stick around
But as you’s black, m-mm brother, git back git 
back git back”
Big Bill Broonzy was a giant of the 1930s 
urban blues, a key player in the transition 
between the country blues of the Mississippi 
Delta and the electric blues of 1950s. Born Lee 
Conley Bradley near Lake Dick, Arkansas, he 
was one of 17 children whose parents had been 
born into slavery. (By his own account he was 
born during the flood of 1893, on a Choctaw 
Indian mound on the east bank of the Missis-
sippi River.) 
Drafted into the army sometime after 1917, he 
was sent overseas to fight in World War I, and 
due to the lengthy demobilization arrived home 
sometime in 1920. Like many other Afri-
can-American vets, on his return he found life 
in the South intolerable. He moved to Chicago 
where by the mid-1920s he’d learned to play 
the guitar and recorded first for the Paramount 
label in 1927.
“When Uncle Sam called me, I knew I would 
be called the real McCoy
But when I got in the army, they called me 
soldier boy
I wonder when, yes, I wonder when
I wonder when do I get to be called a man?” 
from “When Will I Get to be Called a Man”
Throughout the 1930s Broonzy was a prolific 
recording artist. He recorded on a variety of 
labels as Big Bill Johnson, Big Bill Broomsley, 
Big Bill and his Jug Busters, and just plain Big 
Bill. Part of Broonzy’s attraction to the blacks 
that had migrated to the cities was that he sang 
about things that mattered to them. By the late 
thirties Broonzy was well known to the black 
record-buying public but virtually unknown to 
white audiences.
That changed in 1938 when he performed in 
the first of record producer John Hammond’s 
groundbreaking “From Spirituals to Swing” 
concerts at Carnegie Hall. A milestone in the 
civil rights movement, the concert was spon-
sored by the Marxist New Masses magazine 
after no other group, including the NAACP, 
would touch it because of its combination of 
integrated cast and target audience.

“From Spirituals to Swing” was intended to 
acknowledge on the most prestigious stage in 
the country the enduring musical contributions 
of African Americans to the national culture, 
tracing the development of African-American 
music from rural blues and gospel styles to 
more classically influenced urban jazz. It fea-
tured Count Basie, Benny Goodman, Big Joe 
Turner, Meade Lux Lewis, James P. Johnson, 
and Sonny Terry, among others. 
Broonzy’s appearances in the concert series 
gained him mainstream exposure and he 
went on to play an influential role in the post 
World War II folk revival, standing alongside 
Pete Seeger and Studs Terkel. His mother, 
the former slave, died in 1957 at the age of 
102, having survived to see her son become a 
world-famous figure.  
 “Black, Brown and White”
“Me and a man was workin’ side by side
This is what it meant
They was payin’ him a dollar an hour
And they was paying me fifty cent”
Broonzy had written this protest song, which 
addressed the experiences of black war vets 
and the painful issue of preferential treatment 
by gradations of skin color, in 1945 and had 
offered it to RCA Victor, Columbia, Decca 
and several of the newly formed independent 
record companies, but none of them would 
record it. As a result Big Bill had to wait until 
1951 before he could record the song com-
mercially - in Europe for a white and overseas 
audience. In the U.S., it took until after his 
death in 1958 to be released (as “Get Back”). 
In the meantime, Broonzy was singing the song 
in public so other artists were able to learn it, 
and it was Brownie McGhee who first released 
it in 1948.
“I helped built this country
And I fought for it too
Now I guess that you can see
What a black man have to do
I hope to win sweet victory
With my little plough and hoe
Now I want you to tell me brother
What you gonna do about the old Jim Crow?”

Just to get away with my life”
They had a huntin’ season on a rabbit
If you shoot him you went to jail
The season was always open on me
Nobody needed no bail
Down in Mississippi where I was born
Down in Mississippi where I come from”
J.B. Lenoir (J.B. is his given name) was 
raised in rural Mississippi, listening to the 
blues of Blind Lemon Jefferson, Arthur “Big 
Boy” Crudup and Sam “Lighting” Hopkins. 
He learned to play guitar from his father, and 
developed a high pitched voice, hook-laden 
songwriting and a high energy boogie guitar 
style. He often used African polyrhythms, 
which he would beat out on the sound-box of 
his guitar. By his mid teens, he had drifted to 
New Orleans where he polished his playing 
skills with Sonny Boy Williamson and Elmore 
James. Arriving in Chicago in 1949, J.B. found 
employment at a meat packing plant. At night 
he was introduced around the local club scene 
by Big Bill Broonzy and Memphis Minnie. 
By 1951, with his talents recognized, he en-
tered the recording studio with Sunnyland Slim 
(piano), Alfred Wallace (drums), Leroy Foster 
(bass) and J.T. Brown (sax). These sessions 
led to the politically influenced songs “Deep 
in the Department Blues”, and “Korea Blues”. 
His politically charged “Eisenhower Blues” 
allegedly caused all sorts of nasty repercus-
sions upon its 1954 emergence on the Parrot 
label - it was quickly pulled off the shelves and 
re-released under the less controversial name 
“Tax Paying Blues”. 
Lenoir often appeared wearing full length cus-
tom made tuxedo tails of various colors, zebra 
striped being his favorite. His high, sweet 
voice, percussive guitar style, and taste in stage 
costume made him a dynamic performer, but 
his incisive, political songwriting kept him 
out of the mainstream. Over the next fifteen 
years he wrote and recorded a string of hits, 
including “Round and Round”, Been Down 
So Long” and “Mama Talk to Your Daughter”. 
With the Civil Rights movement and Vietnam 
War in full swing, J.B. returned to his political 
roots with “Alabama Blues”, “Shot James 
Meredith”, and “Vietnam Blues”. In the spring 
of 1967, he was involved in an automobile 
accident and died three weeks later, possibly of 
undiagnosed internal injuries.
“I never will go back to Alabama, that is not 
the place for me
I never will go back to Alabama, that is not the 
place for me
You know they killed my sister and my brother
And the whole world let them peoples go down 
there free”

To be continued……………………….

Washington, DC to record for Alan Lomax. 
It rails against racism, the Jim Crow laws, 
and the conditions of contemporary African 
Americans in the southern United States. The 
song was recorded in December 1938 for the 
Library of Congress and re-recorded in 1939 
for commercial release. It has been covered by 
a number of artists including Pete Seeger, Ry 
Cooder, Hans Theessink, and Billy Bragg.
On the first night Lead Belly and his wife 
Martha spent in the city, they encountered 
racially discriminatory Jim Crow laws similar 
to those found in their native Louisiana: 
most hotels refused to rent rooms to African 
Americans and the few that would were either 
full or refused to serve him because he was 
with a white man (Lomax). When Lead Belly, 
Lomax, and their wives wanted to go out to 
dinner together, they discovered that it was 
impossible for the mixed race group to find 
a restaurant that would serve them. Lomax 
offered to let the couple stay for the night in 
his apartment near the Supreme Court Build-
ing. The next morning, Lead Belly awoke to 
Lomax arguing with his landlord about the 
presence of a black man, with the landlord 
threatening to call the police. 
In response to one of these incidents, a friend 
of Lead Belly’s joked that Washington was a 
“bourgeois town.” Though Lead Belly didn’t 
know what the word “bourgeois” meant, he 
was fascinated by the sound of it, and after 
its meaning was explained to him he decided 
to incorporate it into a song about the trip. 
The song came together quickly; one account 
claims that it only took a few hours for Lead 
Belly to write it. 
Bougeoise Blues was pretty controversial for 
1939, due to explicit lyrics: “Well, them white 
folks in Washington they know how/ To call 
a colored man a nigger just to see him bow“ 
and “Well, me and my wife we were standing 
upstairs/ We heard the white man say “I don’t 
want no niggers up there”. The fourth verse 
is a call to action, leading to the song’s end, 
which suggests that African Americans boy-
cott buying homes in the district: “I tell all the 
colored folks to listen to me/ Don’t try to find 
you no home in Washington, DC”.
After its release, it became popular with left-
wing political groups. Lead Belly was invited 
to perform at Camp Unity, the Communist 
Party USA’s summer retreat, which led to ac-
cusations that he was being used by the party 
to further their cause, and the FBI consequent-
ly opened a file on him in the 1940s.  
“Home of the brave, land of the free
I don’t wanna be mistreated by no bourgeoisie
Lord, in a bourgeois town
Uhm, the bourgeois town
I got the bourgeois blues
Gonna spread the news all around”
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Wynonna gives her 
“Recollections”
Wynonna Judd will be out with an EP, “Recol-
lections,” Oct. 30 
on Anti-.
Judd recorded much 
of the collection 
while quarantining 
on her Tennessee 
farm in the midst 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Forced 
off the road for the 
first time in years, she found herself recon-
necting with her roots, performing a series of 
covers with her husband, former Highway 101 
drummer, multi-instrumentalist and producer, 
Cactus Moser.
“King Bee,” a half-century-old Slim Harpo 
blues tune Wynonna and Moser have been 
performing live together for years, finds Wyn-
onna’s swampy, distorted harmonica riffs and 
Moser’s slide guitar. “’King Bee’ reminds me 
of why I love the blues so much,” Wynonna 
said.
“Recollections” also features “I Hear You 
Knocking” by Fats Domino, “Angel From 
Montgomery” by John Prine, “Feeling Good” 
by Nina Simone and “Ramble On Rose” by the 
Grateful Dead.
“I’ve learned a lot being at home these last 
few months,” Wynonna said. “When there’s 
no touring, no concerts, no band, no lights, no 
action, all what’s left is you and the song. All 
that’s left is your gift.”
Judd signed with Anti- last year. “I never want-
ed to be defined by the business side of things, 
by all the industry accolades and awards,” she 
said. “Don’t get me wrong, I’m grateful for all 
of that, but ultimately, I’ve always just wanted 
to be defined by my art, and ANTI- lets me do 
that. It’s like a shelter from the storm, a place 
where I can go after all these years in the busi-
ness and make the music I want to make.”
“This EP was a labor of love without the 
labor,” she said. “As a songwriter, you can get 
bogged down in your own craft sometimes, but 
there’s something so liberating about letting go 
of all that and just inhabiting someone else’s 
writing.”

Colter Wall releases 
Western Swing & 
Waltzes and Other 
Punchy Songs
Canadian 
Country and 
Western star 
Colter Wall 
just dropped 
his self-pro-
duced album 
Western Swing 
& Waltzes and 
Other Punchy 
Songs on August 28th. 
Wall’s name has been popping up every-
where in the lead up to Western Swing & 
Waltzes. From underground music blogs to 
a feature with the legendary outdoor brand, 
Filson, to a broad swath of celebrity fans. 

Recently, comedian and podcast magnate 
Joe Rogan dubbed Wall “legit as f***” and 
NASCAR driver Bubba Wallace name-
dropped Wall in his recent GQ feature. 
Longtime fan Jason Momoa just featured 

Wall’s music exclusively in a gone-viral 
video about restoring his wife, Lisa Bonet’s, 
first Ford Mustang. Needless to say, Wall’s 
voice and songs have attracted fans from all 
walks of life and his new record isn’t even 
out yet.
‘High & Mighty’, a feature song on the 
album is about Saskatchewan saddle bronc 
song written by Lewis Martin Pederson III. 
LMP hails from around Abbey, Saskatch-
ewan, not far from where Colter grew up. 
He’s known for rodeoing, his poetry, and 
in the ’70s he put out three great records. 
“Saddle bronc riding is my favorite rodeo 
event and upon hearing Pederson’s album 
Rodeo No.1 Sport, I immediately knew I 
wanted to cut it on a record.” says Wall. 
Fans can stream “High & Mighty” on 
Spotify.  
In addition to the premiere of the studio 
version of “High & Mighty” Wall just re-
leased a live performance video of the song 
as part of his new series, “The Bunkhouse 
Sessions.” Shot in a bunkhouse on the ranch 
of Wall’s friend and actor, Beau Smith, the 
video features the songwriter seated by a 
bedroll and coffee maker just in front of 
Ray McGuffin and Tom Ryan paintings 
which hang on the plywood interior wall 
of the bunkhouse. Watch “High & Mighty” 
here and catch up on Bunkhouse Sessions 
episodes on YouTube www.youtube.com/
channel/UCl4CF72_RdHs014EXBHxaPw   
More About Colter Wall: From the prairies 
of Saskatchewan, Canada, Colter Wall, is 
known for his songwriting and unparalleled 
voice. Steeped in Western tradition and his-
toric influence, the music of Colter Wall has 
soundtracked movies such as Hell or High 
Water, Peanut Butter Falcon, and Dead-
wood, in addition to TV series Yellowstone 
and HBO’s Run, while catching the ears of 
celebrities, critics, and fans worldwide. His 
recent appearance on Austin City Limits 
TV set the direction of Country & Western 
music’s future. Still a young artist, Colter 
Wall’s discography includes the breakout  
Imaginary Appalachia, two acclaimed full-
length collections, Colter Wall  and  Songs 
of the Plains. 
With his new release, Western Swing & 
Waltzes and Other Punchy Songs, it was 
Wall’s turn to take the production reigns. 
His band. His choices. And the finished 
product is diverse and effortlessly cool, with 
an extra log or two on the fire. About the 
album, Wall said, “these songs are punch-
ier than I am.” Giving credit where credit 
is due however, Wall is no slouch on the 
ranch. As any new cattleman would, he adds 
to his herd, as he does his musical legacy 
with Western Swing & Waltzes and Other 
Punchy Songs, available everywhere via La 
Honda Records/Thirty Tigers.  
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September 11, 12, 13
The Keys • Put-in-Bay

 Fri. 7-10 • Sat. 2-4 & 8-11
Sunday 1 - 4

 
Saturday 9/26:

The Keys • Put-in-Bay
Westside Steve's last 
show of the Season. 

Big party, t-shirts, snacks!
 Join your old friends & 
make some new ones!

 
Friday 10/2 • 8:30 PM

Sully's Irish Pub
Medina, Ohio

New 4th solo CD now available!
“Great Wishes & Small” 

www.westsidesteve.com

Unhinged
Solstice Studios|R|130 min
Okay gang the theaters are open again. 
Kudos to the folks at the Atlas Cinemas 
who have been open for a few weeks and 
now the mainstream movie houses are back 
to everyday operation. Of course, due to the 
nationwide covid-19 guidelines there are 
new rules in place. In my personal opinion 
I think some of them are non-uniform and 
arbitrary and some completely miss the 
intended point, but let me say this; the good 
folks that work in the theaters, (or restau-
rants, or retail stores for that matter) and 
management don’t make these rules they 
are just doing their best to make a living. 
Anyway, my first visit back to the Regal 
Montrose (shout out to the staff there, the 
place was clean as a whistle) was to see the 
new Russell Crowe film UNHINGED. Like 

many of the new releases I’m guessing this 
one’s been in the can for a while waiting for 
a chance to hit the big screen. 
First of all, let me tell you that UNHINGED 
isn’t exactly high art. It also suffers from 
some sloppy direction and some unsatisfying 
loose ends. Still…
The very first thing you will notice is how 
much weight the once shirtless star of 
GLADIATOR has put on. It’s probably just 
a side effect of middle age as I doubt that he 
would purposely gain 70 pounds for a script 
like this one. Regardless, my first problem 
is that they completely give away the plot 
in the very first scene. Right off the bat we 
know that his character, Tom Cooper, is a 
raging and violent lunatic. I think they could 
have skipped that scene, replaced it with 
a couple minutes of backstory, and let the 
audience find out gradually. But then again 
I didn’t get a producer credit. Here’s what 
happens. Rachel (Caren Pistorius) is really 
having a bad day. She’s struggling through 
a divorce and this particular morning trying 
her best to get her whiny son to school on 
time, meet with her divorce attorney, and get 
to work, when she gets stuck in a traffic jam. 
At one point a big 4 by 4 is blocking traffic 
at a green light and she lays on the horn as 
she speeds around him.
Minutes later the truck pulls up on her right, 
stops traffic and the driver, Cooper, begins to 

Bill and Ted Face the 
music
Orion|PG 13|88 min
Over the last three decades I spent a lot 
of time bashing the accomplishments of 
Keanu Reeves. As this miserable year 2020 

reprimand her. At first, he seems rational just 
asking for an apology for what he felt was 
unnecessarily rude gesture. Well, because 
she’s going to miss her appointment, lose 
her job and the kid is going to be late for 
school she’s freaking out and in no mood 
for diplomacy. She basically tells the guy to 
f off. This is a good scene for Crowe as his 
character, who could have been appeased 
with a simple apology, eventually just snaps. 
Unfortunately, thanks to the opening scene 
we already know he’s nuts. The rest of the 
flick is a deadly game of cat and mouse as 
Rachel frantically tries to escape the psycho 
killer. There are actually a lot of twists and 
turns as the story unfolds but I won’t tell 
you what they are because that will spoil 
the fun. And yes, despite all of its flaws un-
hinged never slows down, never got boring, 
and never lets up on the edge of the seat 
suspense. Also, every time you think Cooper 
can’t get any more dangerous… well you get 
the idea.
If you see the film I think you’ll know what 
I mean by loose ends but even though they 
weren’t a deal-breaker for me I think if they 
had tied those up I’d be willing to give this 
thriller an A-, but still just for the suspense 
and entertainment value and the fact that I 
was sitting in a movie theater with popcorn 
it’s still worth the trip.
B-
WSS

drags on and so many Hollywood celebri-
ties spewing hatred it occurred to me that 
I have never heard a single insider say that 
Reeves was anything other than one of the 
nicest guys they’ve ever worked with. And 
to maintain that kind of reputation for nearly 
30 years in Tinseltown is, and I quote, “most 
excellent dude”. The first Bill and Ted movie 
was 1989 with the successful sequel Bogus 
Journey in 1991. That put KR on the A-list 
and he’s been there ever since. 
That being said BILL AND TED FACE THE 
MUSIC is one of the worst movies I’ve ever 
seen, but for some reason, unlike a lot of bad 
movies, I didn’t hate it. Just keep in mind 
that the original EXCELLENT ADVEN-
TURE was a hit because it was stupid and 
like the old saying “Dance with who brung 
ya”. 

So here’s the hook. Bill and Ted’s (Alex 
Winter) rock and roll band The Wild Stal-
lions have fallen on hard times. Neither of 
them have ever worked a day in their lives 
and despite the adoration of their two daugh-
ters (who are female clones of their dads) 
are faced with crumbling marriages. By the 
way Brigette Lundy Paine as the daughter 
of Ted, is truly a hoot. Mimicking the facial 
expressions voice and body language of Ted 
is one of the best examples of physical com-
edy I’ve seen in a while.  Enter the Masters 
of the time-space Universe whatever, who 
send an emissary to give our heroes some 
dire news. If they don’t write a song that 
will bring the world together the entire place 
will be destroyed. So it’s back to the time 
machine telephone booth to visit their futur-
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NOTES FROM TOM TODD
Get Shorty recap
Epix/Amazon Prime
7 episodes
Previously I mentioned the Epix/Amazon 
series Get Shorty season number one. So, now 
I’ve seen the two remaining available seasons 
and the series gets better and more intriguing 
with every episode. It moves even further 
away from the original film starring John 
Travolta and doesn’t share much more than the 
title but the main characters in this particular 
version, Miles, Louis, Amara, Rick and Emma 
continue to evolve as the story twists and turns 
its way through the inner workings of the 
Hollywood jungle with a side order of murder 
and the Mexican drug cartel. Season number 
four will be out in October and the first three 
are available on Amazon Prime video. Begin-
ning with season 3 each one will consist of 7 
episodes down from 10 in the first couple of 
years. It’s addictive and a lot of fun, trust me.
A
WSS

More Country GUARANTEED!

MORNINGS 5-10am

983TheBull.com

Your FM Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers!

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

www.magic1025.com

istic selves at a few different chronological 
locations to figure out what that might be. 
Meanwhile the daughters have also picked 
up the knack of time travel and are searching 
the historical landscape to put together a su-
per group which will include, among others, 
Jimi Hendrix, Louis Armstrong, and Mozart. 
All the while they’re being chased by an 
overly sensitive killer robot named Dennis. 
Let’s admit it gang, nothing really makes a 
lot of sense, but neither did the original and 
that one, like it or not, was an actual land-
mark of American cinema.
So bottom line if there’s no nostalgia in-
volved for you, you might just hate this one. 
As for myself? There’s nothing evil or nasty 
or overbearing here at all, just some stupid, 
not very funny, but good-natured humor. 
Your mileage may vary but…
C
WSS
PS. Shout out to another of my favorite 
movie houses, the Chagrin Cinema, nice 
people, comfortable seating and a cool 
nostalgic vibe. It’s one of the Cleveland 
Cinemas chains who often have some eclec-
tic films that are hard to find in the more 
mainstream theaters. And they have Diet Dr. 
Pepper.

Off  The Wooden Spool

Etsy: Off TheWoodenSpool

off thewoodenspool@gmail.com

Handmade Face Masks
For The Music Lover

Can be found at my Esty Shop
https://www.etsy.com/shop/OffTheWoodenSpool
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Mon. Sept 7 • 2:00 - 6:00
Old Firehouse Winery 

Sun. Sept 13 • 2:00 - 6:00
Old Firehouse Winery 

Wed. Sept 16 • 6:00 - 9:00
Paninis Restaurant • Highland Hts.  

Sun. Sept 20 • 4:00 - 7:00
Old Mill Winery  

Sun. Sept 27 • 2:00 - 6:00
Old Firehouse Winery 

Wed. Sept 30 • 6:00 - 9:00
Paninis Restaurant • Twinsburg  

Sat. Oct 3  Irish American Club
Euclid with Julie Slattery

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

TOM TODD THE AMAZING
ONE-MAN-BAND
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Usually when I write these articles, I exagger-
ate, stretch the truth, or just plain make things 
up. But when it comes to the evils of my 
cellphone, the truth is crazy enough.
First of all, my cellphone has a mind of its 
own. It just does stuff without even checking 
with me. How many times have we all expe-
rienced trying to make a call, and realizing 
a call is already in process? “Hello?? Who’s 
this? Mom?? Why are you on the line? I called 
YOU? HOW LONG AGO?? What’s that? 
Bathroom sounds? No, it’s just raining here!”
Once I put my cell phone in my pocket and 
went out to mow my lawn. When I finished, I 
saw about 12 apps had opened on my phone. 
Luckily, they didn’t call anybody that time. 
Or order anything! Although a pizza arrived 
unexpectedly about 20 minutes later!
You can go on the internet from your cell-
phone, but I hate navigating around. First of 
all, my fingers are too clumsy. (I’m a musi-
cian, darn it, you’d think my fingers would be 
fairly nimble!) I much prefer to go on the in-
ternet from my personal computer, with its big 
keyboard and bigger screen and nice speakers. 
But many people don’t even want a computer 
in their house, they are totally happy just pok-
ing around on their little cursed cellphones. 
Here’s something that confuses me. I’ll be 
playing guitar in a nice restaurant or winery, 
and in walks what is obviously a young man 
and a young woman on a date. They’ll sit 
across from each other at a small table, while 
not too far away I’m trying to play romantic 
love songs. They each take out their cell-
phones, and that’s all they do! All evening! 
Poking and swiping away. They don’t look at 
the musician. They don’t look at their waitress. 
They don’t look at each other! Wow, hot date!
But of course, we are talking about cell 
PHONES. Devices for making PHONE 
CALLS. (Note to people under 25 years of 
age: A “phone call” is when you push certain 
numbers on your app-device-camera-self-
ie-taker, and you can actually TALK – using 
your VOICE and EARS - to another human. 
Amazing, huh?)
Anyway, you’d think that with all the tech-
nology today they would have come up with 
some BIG IMPROVEMENTS in the phone 
industry by now. Well, there have been BIG 
CHANGES for sure. 50 – 60 years ago you 
would use a rotary dial to call and within 
about 5 seconds the other phone would ring. 
And you knew it was ringing. Or it gave a 

Man Murders Cellphone
Claims Insanity

busy signal, so you knew the other person was 
in the middle of a phone call. Usually within 
ten rings, (we were taught to let it ring 10 times 
in case the other person was in the bathroom) 
the other person would pick up his phone and 
you actually talked to each other without drop-
outs, funny noises, etc. Their mouth piece was, 
get this, right in front of their mouth! How rad-
ical! You could hear the other person’s words, 
consonants and vowels. If it was a boyfriend/
girlfriend situation, you could sigh into the 
mouthpiece – very effective!
But TODAY, with our HIGH TECH phones, 
here’s how it works. First of all, you can’t be 
out of the ‘service range’ or be where your 
phone can’t receive the signal. That means 
you can’t make calls from a basement, garage, 
office building, store, etc. When you do call 
a person, you often wait 30 – 60 seconds for 
the ‘channel’ to open up. Then you usually 
get a voice mail, which could mean: 1) They 
couldn’t get to their phone. 2) They’re already 
on the phone. 3) Their phone is out of the 
‘service range’. 4) They just don’t want to talk 
to YOU!
Or in my case, I want to talk to you and am 
awaiting your call, within my service range. 
It may be an important call, so I’m avoiding 
all other calls. Your call never comes in. Two 
hours later I get a funny ‘ding’ sound out of 
my phone and a message says. “1 MISSED 
PHONE CALL!”
But the worst thing is that these phones are 
portable and anyone can walk around their 
house – anywhere - and talk to you. They 
can take your conversation into their kitchen 
(clank, spatter, hiss, so how was your vacation 
bubble, slurp, gulp) or into their bathroom 
(splash, flush). You know, to save time, the 
ultimate multi-tasking. Just do me a favor and 
don’t lie to me that ‘it’s raining outside’ when I 
hear the tinkling sound! 

Listen online at gold937fm.com
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Across
1. Conifer
6. Dull pain
10. Possess
14. Aflame
15. Literary composition
16. Translucent mineral
17. Relish
18. Snare
19. Jamboree
20. Surgical instrument
22. Run or flow slowly
24. Monotonous routine
25. Hawaiian garland
27. Legal guardian
29. Vociferous
34. Australian flightless bird
35. Starch resembling sago
36. Lifeless
38. Perform without
preparation
42. Hobble
43. Divide or separate
45. Information
46. Subject matter
48. Worn in ancient Rome
49. Level
50. Darn
52. Sobriquet
54. Part of the inner ear
58. Metallic element
59. Lyric poem
60. Transparent optical device
62. Leotards
67. Small stream
69. Small mouselike rodent
71. Several members
considered as a unit
72. Whimper
73. Object of worship
74. Reddish brown dye
75. Air pollution
76. Bulbous plant related to
onions
77. Chirping sound

Down
1. Endure
2. A great distance
3. Rend
4. Harvest
5. Harbinger
6. Pertinent
7. Line made from twisted
fibers or threads
8. The courage to carry on
9. Eating apple
10. Domestic swine
11. Separated
12. Relative duration of a
musical note
13. Uplift

21. Requirements
23. Large American feline
26. Feckless
28. Happening without
warning
29. Sodium chloride
30. Group of three
31. Cut of beef
32. Mischievous
33. Claw
37. Dactyl
39. Molten rock
40. Detail
41. Nemesis
44. Implied or silent

47. Cubicle
51. Beetle
53. Chess piece
54. Army unit
55. Abhorrence
56. Stringed instrument
57. Positively charged
electrode
61. Wild plum
63. Developed
64. Sharpen
65. Melody
66. Tiff
68. Section of a journey
70. Moose

Solution
Across
1. Conifer
6. Dull pain
10. Possess
14. Aflame
15. Literary composition
16. Translucent mineral
17. Relish
18. Snare
19. Jamboree
20. Surgical instrument
22. Run or flow slowly
24. Monotonous routine
25. Hawaiian garland
27. Legal guardian
29. Vociferous
34. Australian flightless bird
35. Starch resembling sago
36. Lifeless
38. Perform without
preparation
42. Hobble
43. Divide or separate
45. Information
46. Subject matter
48. Worn in ancient Rome
49. Level
50. Darn
52. Sobriquet
54. Part of the inner ear
58. Metallic element

59. Lyric poem
60. Transparent optical device
62. Leotards
67. Small stream
69. Small mouselike rodent
71. Several members
considered as a unit
72. Whimper
73. Object of worship
74. Reddish brown dye
75. Air pollution
76. Bulbous plant related to 
onions
77. Chirping sound

Down
1. Endure
2. A great distance
3. Rend
4. Harvest
5. Harbinger
6. Pertinent
7. Line made from twisted
fibers or threads
8. The courage to carry on
9. Eating apple
10. Domestic swine
11. Separated
12. Relative duration of a
musical note
13. Uplift

21. Requirements
23. Large American feline
26. Feckless
28. Happening without
warning
29. Sodium chloride
30. Group of three
31. Cut of beef
32. Mischievous
33. Claw
37. Dactyl
39. Molten rock
40. Detail
41. Nemesis
44. Implied or silent
47. Cubicle
51. Beetle
53. Chess piece
54. Army unit
55. Abhorrence
56. Stringed instrument
57. Positively charged
electrode
61. Wild plum
63. Developed
64. Sharpen
65. Melody
66. Tiff
68. Section of a journey
70. Moose

Solution on page 21
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