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OHIO WINE COUNTRYOHIO WINE COUNTRY
WINERY GUIDEWINERY GUIDE

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO
Hours: Wed. and Thurs. 3-7

Fri. and Sat. 12 - 8 • Sun. 12 - 6
Closed Mon. and Tues.

WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

OLD FIREHOUSEOLD FIREHOUSE
WINERYWINERY
5499 Lake Road East 

Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Sun. - Thurs. Noon – 7pm 

Fri. - Sat. Noon - 8pm
(see inside back cover)

Hand Crafted Award-Winning Wines
FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND 

EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 7

Mon. & Tues. closed, Wed. & Thur. 12-8, 
Fri. & Sat. 12-9, Sun. 12-5

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh 
440.415.0661

www.laurellovineyards.com
wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

Weekend Entertainment
see our ad on pg. 7

Hours:
Mon. Tues. Wed. Closed

Thurs. Noon - 6 pm
Fri. and Sat. Noon - 10 pm

Sun. Noon - 6 pm
834 South County Line Road

Harpersfield, Ohio 44041
440.361.3049

www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com
bennybucci@hotmail.com

1520 Harpersfield Road Geneva • 
440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

Hours: Sun-Thurs: 11:30-8pm 
Fri & Sat: 11:30-10pm

www.deersleapwine.com

Please follow us 
on Facebook!

Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines
Winter hours. Wednesday through Sunday from 12 to 5pm.

Pavilion Open Year Round

636 State Route
534 Harpersfield

440.361.4573
kosicekvineyards.com

Please follow kosicekvineyards.com for current Covid guidelines

Happy Holidays
Pick up your favorite KV wine for gifts and 

to serve with holiday dinners

December Wine Sale!
Purchase any case of wine and
receive a 10% discount PLUS

receive a FREE hooded,
long sleeve KV sweatshirt

($30 Value while supplies last).

V
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www.visitconneautohio.com • FB: VisitConneautOhio

Please join us for an extended vacation or just spend a
weekend in the northeastern most portion of the state! 

Please visit us at our web site for updated information.
Like our Facebook pg. www.facebook.com/visitconneautohio and join us on 

Instagram at www.instagram.com/visitconneautoh  
Email questions to us at ccvb44030@gmail.com

LIVE MUSIC AT BUCCIA'S and SPARKY'S
6-9 pm! Fridays & Saturdays

Rotary Christmas Cards Display
Lakeview Park • Now through Jan. 1.

Come visit our restaurants, take a walk in our
beautiful parks, visit our covered bridges, shop at

our specialty shops this holiday season!

The Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail is an America’s scenic 
byway which weaves along the southern shore of Lake Erie 
for 293 miles, connecting many destinations between 
Toledo and Conneaut. visit www.lakeeriecoastalohio.com

■■■ By Steve MadewellVPEDESTRIAN  RAMBLINGS

The late fall and winter months have 
always been a very reflective period for 
me and 2020 has certainly provided a great 
deal to reflect on!
With a global pandemic, a record turn-out 
for a very contentious presidential election, 
the ongoing shifts and changes of daily life, 
and the changing world around us, it has 
been a very eventful year. 
Opinions and attitudes on the pandem-
ic have been extreme, supplemented 
with bits of fact and fiction, taken out of 
context, re-fabricated, and offered up as 
truth. Reality lies somewhere within this 
whirlwind, and that being said, I decided 
not to book any indoor performances for 
a while. Instead, I will be doing Facebook 
live streams twice a week. This was a hard 
decision as I enjoy playing and singing 
for people. It makes me feel good, and 
maybe, just maybe, I help a few people feel 
a little better too! I will miss playing live 
music venues, but for me, this is the right 
decision. 
In addition to the health and economic 
impacts brought about by COVID-19, 
there has been a tremendous emotional toll 
which made my decision all the harder to 
make. Music makes many of us feel better 
and we have to keep it as much of our daily 
experience as we can. I so deeply appreci-
ate the venues that have continued to host 
live music even with reduced seating and 
hours. Thank you all so much! And I com-
mend all the musicians who have continued 
to play and sing in this sea of uncertainty.
We have all experienced a great deal of 
uncertainty this year. Most of us are not 
really well equipped to deal with a sense 
that we have lost control of our life or that 
our plans have been interrupted. This year 
there have been several unsettling events: 
A record number of wildfires, a contested 
presidential election, and riots in many 
locations across the country.  
These events might have contributed to a 
sense of insecurity and perceived loss of 
control.  
It is only human nature to want to control 
what is happening when confronted with 
uncertainty. Of course, no individual can 
control such large events. However, I 
know friends and family that have become 
emotionally overwhelmed with anger, 
resentment, panic, a sense of hopelessness, 

Tough Times and Optimism 
and depression. 
So how do we maintain optimism in these 
trying times conditions?
Faith! It can keep us from becoming over-
whelmed. Be it faith in a higher being or 
that the sun is simply going to rise in the 
morning. Faith in humanity, goodness, and 
our ability to help each other is important 
too. So as the old saying goes: keep the 
faith!
I call my writings “Pedestrian Ramblings” 
for a reason. Walking is the way that I find 
inspiration and restore my faith. When I 
go out on one of my rambles, I am often 
reminded that I am a small part of a much 
bigger thing. I live by a stream and can see 
the nature of change after every significant 
rain event. A spring shower may result in 
a day or two of cloudy water, but a two-
inch rainfall can move sandbars, take down 
100-year-old trees and even redirect the 
stream. These detailed observations or even 
just watching a sunset helps remind me that 
my problems are pretty small in the grand 
scheme of things. 
I wrote a blog post for my madewellmusic.
com website about my father and some of 
the adversity he faced growing up. If you 
want to read it, visit my website bleow and 
click on Pedestrain Ramblings.
https://madewellmusic.com
He lived through family tragedy, poverty, 
WWII, and a host of challenges that are 
virtually impossible for me to imagine. With 
a remarkable work ethic, coupled with a 
great sense of humor, he overcame many 
significant obstacles and challenges.  
Thinking about him and the issues his 
generation faced has provided me with a 
helpful perspective on what we are currently 
dealing with. We are so fortunate to live in a 
country where the quality of life is high with 
relative prosperity. It is easy to lose sight 
of our blessings in these trying times. I am 
not making light of the devastating impacts 
of this pandemic, nor am I diminishing the 
hardships that so many people are suffering. 
But I can recall my pop occasionally saying, 
“Things could be a lot worse!” And he was 
speaking from experience.  
I know that we can, and we will get through 
these challenging times. 
Perhaps I’ll see you on a ramble!

Check madewellmusic.com 
for dates and hours

If hindsight is 20/20 I can't 
wait to get 2020 behinds us!

Thanks to the performance 
venues and patrons for getting 
us all through  a "special year"!

I'm looking forward to 
performing in the spring at our 
NE Ohio venues but
until then I'll be doing Face-
book Live Streams

Steve Madewell

Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

My Gift to you....
Peace
  of Mind.

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926
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a new regional music compilation 
album
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Hope to see ya’ll in 2021!

Merry
Christmas
& Happy

New Year!

WATERFRONT FRONTLINE 13
Book review Superman’s not coming

NOTES FROM TOM TODD 14
The Musicians’ Night Before Christ-
mas

Call me at (440) 417-2475
or find me on Facebook 

JIMMY
ALES

Acoustic
Fun!

Sat. Dec. 26 • 6-9
Buccia Vineyard

and
Bed & Breakfast 

In Conneaut 
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Continued on Page 8

 By Cat LillyV

Cat
Lilly

For Bookings call
440-466-4623 or 440-417-4199

 

The pandemic
has decimated the

restaurant business
and small shops. 

Please support your
local eateries by

ordering take-out and
shop local!

Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries

Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva

440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

CBD
PRODUCTS

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!

FEATURING
LOCAL

ARTISTS! ACCEPTING
EBT!

Boost your immune system! 
We have the products you need.

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!Great
Holiday
Gifts!

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sundays starting 4/19, 11-3pm

“Birds flying high, you know how I feel
Sun in the sky, you know how I feel
Breeze driftin’ on by, you know how I feel 
It’s a new dawn, It’s a new day, It’s a new life 
for me, 
And I’m feeling good………”
 
Nina Simone was born Eunice Waymon on 
February 21st, 1933, in Tryon, North Carolina, 
to parents who were descendants of slaves. 
She started to play the piano at the age of 
three, at the church where her mother was 
a minister, and was something of a child prodi-
gy. Thanks to a fund established by a pair of 
generous white patrons in town, she was sent 
to board at a private high school, where she 
practiced piano five hours a day, and fell in 
love with the classical piano composers: Bach, 
Chopin, Beethoven and Schubert. By the time 
she graduated as valedictorian of her high 
school class and started studying at the Julliard 
School in New York, her unwavering goal was 
to become the world’s first African American 
classical pianist.
Her immediate aim was to get into the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Philadelphia, another 
top music conservatory, where admission 
was extremely competitive, but tuition was 
free. Her destiny seemed so certain that her 
parents moved to Philadelphia before she took 
the Curtis exam. Her ambition was thwarted, 

Protest Music - Part Seven

Nina Simone
Feb 21, 1933 - Apr 21, 2003

however, after being denied a scholarship. In 
an interview from 1991, she says, “They didn’t 
give me the opportunity to start as a black 
classical pianist. I was refused a scholarship 
because I was black.” The fact that she was 
rejected, and believed that this was because of 
her race, was a source of unending bitterness. 
It was also the disappointing end to her formal 
music training. 
In the summer of 1954, in need of money, the 
21-year old Eunice Waymon took a job playing 
cocktail piano in an Atlantic City dive and the 
owner demanded that she also sing. Hoping 
to keep the news of this unholy employment 
from her mother, she took the stage name Nina 
Simone in honor of the French actress Simone 
Signoret. Her career began to take off at age 
twenty-four, when she was signed to King Re-
cords and recorded her breakout song, “I Loves 
You, Porgy” from the musical Porgy and Bess.
Nina had arrived in New York in late 1958, 
establishing her reputation in the clubs of hip 
and relatively interracial Greenwich Village. 
Her repertoire of jazz and folk and show tunes, 
often played with a classical touch, made her 
impossible to classify. She tossed off swing 
tunes like “My Baby Just Cares for Me” with 
ease, mastered folk ballads (“Black Is the Col-
or of My True Love’s Hair”) and established 
herself as a jazz chanteuse on standards like 
“My Funny Valentine.” But the sting of racism 
haunted her.  
Nina recalled that racial anger first arose in 
her when she was eleven.  Giving a recital in 
the local library, at eleven, Eunice saw her 
parents being removed from their front-row 
seats to make room for a white couple. She 
stood up and announced that if people wanted 
to hear her play, they’d better let her parents sit 
back down in the front row. There were some 
laughs, but her parents were returned to their 
seats. The next day, she remembered, she felt 
“as if I had been flayed, and every slight, real 
or imagined, cut me raw. But, the skin grew 
back a little tougher, a little less innocent, and 
a little more black.”
By the early 1960s, Simone became active in 
the Civil Rights Movement, taking part in the 
Selma to Montgomery marches. In her twen-
ties, she attracted some of black culture’s finest 
minds, who strongly cultivated her black pride 
and social conscience. Both Langston Hughes 
and James Baldwin elected themselves men-
tors; as did Lorraine Hansberry (“A Raisin in 
the Sun”), with whom she developed a special 
bond. (Years after her friend’s death, Nina had 

her unlikeliest hit when she turned Hansber-
ry’s unfinished play “To Be Young, Gifted and 
Black” into a gospel-inflected hymn of prom-
ise. Hansberry, who died in 1965, had used the 
phrase in a speech to a group of prize-winning 
black students, and Simone asked a fellow-mu-
sician, Weldon Irvine, to come up with lyrics 
that “will make black children all over the 
world feel good about themselves forever.”) 
A milestone in Simone’s career was a solo 
concert at Carnegie Hall — a happy chance 
to show off her classical skills — on April 12, 
1963, which happened also to be the day that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was arrested with 
other protesters in Birmingham, Alabama, and 
locked up in the local jail. The discrepancy be-
tween the events was pointed out by Hansber-
ry, who telephoned Simone after the concert, 
although not to offer praise.
Two months later, Simone played a benefit 
for the N.A.A.C.P. In early August, she wrung 
the heart out of the lullaby “Brown Baby”, 
newly written by Oscar Brown, Jr., before a 
crowd gathered in the football stadium of a 
black college outside Birmingham - the first 
integrated concert ever given in the area - 
while guards with guns and dogs prowled the 
field. The song was about a family’s hopes for 
a child born into a better racial order—erupting 
in a hair-raising wail on the word “freedom,” 
as though registering all the pain over all the 
years during which it was denied. 
Simone watched the March on Washington, 
later that month, on television, while she was 
preparing for a club date. She was still rehears-
ing when, on September 15th, news came of 
the bombing of Birmingham’s Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church, killing four young black girls 
who had just got out of Bible class. It took her 
just an hour to write “Mississippi Goddam.” 
A passionate, freewheeling outcry based on 
the place names of oppression, the song has a 
jaunty tune that makes an ironic contrast with 
words —“Alabama’s got me so upset, Ten-
nessee made me lose my rest, and everybody 
knows about Mississippi, goddam!“” 
“Mississippi Goddam” was the song of the 
moment: bold and urgent and easy to sing, 
arose from injustices so familiar they hardly 
needed to be stated: it was adopted by em-
battled protesters just months after Simone’s 
concert, during what they called the Mississip-
pi Summer Project, or Freedom Summer, and 
what President Johnson called “the summer of 
our discontent.”
There was no looking back by the time she 
performed the song outside Montgomery, 
Alabama, in March, 1965, when some three 
thousand marchers were making their way 
along the fifty-four-mile route from Selma; 
two weeks earlier, protesters making the same 
attempt had been driven back by state troopers 
with clubs, whips, and tear gas. 
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& RESTAURANT& RESTAURANT

403 S. Broadway • Geneva • 440.466.5560

www.theoldmillwinery.com

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

 $399
Includes Garlic Bread.

With purchase of beverage.
Add Meatballs or Sausage 99¢/ea. 

Add Side Salad $1.59
Dine-in or Carry-Out.

PASTA SUNDAY
Continues!

Closed Mondays • Tues-Thurs. 3-8pm
Fri. 3-8:30pm • Sat-Sun.  Noon-8:30pm

Kitchen closes 1/2 hr. earlier

We continue to offer curbside pickup
Social distancing required. 

Masks are required for customers to 
enter at this time, ordered by the Governor.

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

BURGER OF MONTH:
3 X B Burger

(blackened, bacon & blue)

PIZZA OF MONTH:
Blue Moon Pizza

(garlic, grilled onions & blue cheese)

BEER OF MONTH:
Labatt Blue $2.50

Only

Follow us on Facebook; visit us on 

theoldmillwinery.com

Try our 8 Meals 

for $800

Tues-Thursday

Weekday Beer Specials
on Domestics $2

Take home a bottle of our homemade
salad dressings! Chambourcin Vinairgrette,

Riesling & Concord too!
             Wine....because no great 

             story starts with salad

Holiday Hours:
12/24 - Noon-5pm
(Wine & Gift Certificates
to go, no kitchen)
12/25 - Closed, Merry Christmas!
12/31 - 3-8pm, Menu Specials!
1/1 - Closed, Happy New Year!

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

www.deersleapwine.com

Open 7-Days-a-Week 
for Lunch & DinnerDEER’S LEAP WINERY

We have
cancelled bands
due to Covid and
hope to resume

in January.

7-DAYS-A-WEEK
TO-GO WING SPECIAL ... $10 FOR 2lbs.

7-DAYS-A-WEEK
WINE SPECIALS!

Current Hours: Open for to-go orders
and wine sales only.

Monday - Thursday 12 - 7pm
The restaurant is open
from 12 - 8pm Friday
Saturday & Sunday.

Regular hours to resume
December 20th! Regular Hours: 

Sun-Thur: Noon-8pm
Fri & Sat: Noon-10pm

Offering a FULL FOOD SELECTION
with FULL BAR & social spacing

for your protection.
We thank our customers for

your support and hope to return to
normal business soon.

    New in-house made pizza!
16”.....$999

14”.....$799

12”.....$599

TO-GO ONLY
PLEASE.
Includes cheese 
& pepperoni with additional 
items for 50¢ per selection. 

VON THE BEAT

Explore the History of Holiday 
Traditions During Holiday Lantern 
Tours at Hale Farm & Village

Holiday Lantern Tours at Hale Farm & Village 
transport guests to the holiday season in the 
nineteenth century Western Reserve on Decem-
ber 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 22 & 23. The delightful-
ly decorated historic houses set the backdrop 
to explore holiday customs and folklore from 
long ago. Meet the village residents and share 
in their family traditions. 
This year we are taking extra precautions to 
make this a safe holiday event by limiting 
group sizes and delivering programming 
outdoors; proper distancing, face coverings 
and reservations are required. Tours last about 

Documentary - Lennon's Last 
Weekend

In December 1980, 
John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono had not 
spoken to the media 
for more than five 
years. With a new 
album to promote, 
Double Fantasy, Len-
non was prepared to 
speak in New York to 
Radio One D.J. Andy 
Peebles of the BBC. 
John surprised every-
one by candidly dis-
cussing a variety of 
subjects he’d never 
spoken of before including The Beatles break-
up, his relationship with Paul McCartney, his 
battles with addiction, political issues in the 
US and UK, his family and his homesickness 
for Liverpool. He also talked about working 
with Phil Spector and David Bowie and how 
he produced many of his solo albums, which 
included great songs such as Imagine and Give 
Peace A Chance. Lennon’s Last Weekend illu-
minates what was to be his final interview with 
an abundance of archival footage, photographs 
and conversations with people who knew him. 
Clearly invigorated and looking forward to 
making more music, Lennon’s heartfelt hon-
esty and forthright revelations make this film 
all the more potent as he was brutally shot and 
murdered 48 hours later. John Lennon was just 
40 years of age when he died. December 2020 
is the 40th anniversary of his death. He would 
have been 80 years of age.
As of this print it can only be streamed on 
www.Britbox.com/us 7 day free trial is 
available.

New Year’s Eve 2021

Everyone is of course aware that the new 
year's eve celebrations worldwide this year 
are likely to be severely impacted due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the associated re-
strictions on movement and mass gatherings.
It’s likely the major networks will still have 
music and entertainment but there won't be 
a crowd for the ball drop in Times Square. 
There WILL still be a ball dropping and it 
will be available to watch online as a virtual 
event. Some cities are still having Fireworks 
so be assured that 2021 won’t arrive without 
celebration!

As Dec. 31st draws closer you can visit 
the newyearevelive.net website for a full 
list of what will be streamed, from where, 
and what time.
www.newyearsevelive.net

90 minutes and depart every fifteen minutes 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Dress appropriately for 
this outdoor activity.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!
Call 330-666-3711 ext.1736, email us at 
ahalmes@wrhs.org,

Visit Ashtabula County’s Lights on 
The Lake “Christmas at a Distance”

Experience over 70 displays from the comfort 
and safety of your car on Lakeshore Park’s 54 
acres of rolling hills with the majestic Lake 
Erie backdrop. This holiday light attraction, 
with some displays “as big as a truck”, is great 
for creating family memories and family fun. 
Make it an annual family tradition to enjoy 
professional light displays in a beautiful pic-
turesque setting.
Lakeshore Park 1700 East 1st Street 
Ashtabula, OH 44004
Event Dates:  Friday, Saturday, Sunday --- 
Now thru December 27 6:00pm - 9:00pm
Dec. 24th, and 25th.   6:00pm - 8:00pm
Suggested Donation - $5 per Car or Van
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4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661 • LaurelloVineyards.com

A Boutique Winery featuring
Handcrafted, Award-Winning Wines.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and a healthy� happy 
	
��

Enjoy our award-winning wines available
at the winery as well as on our online store�

Check our website for hours & promotions or visit our online store for holiday specials.

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

440-361-3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

Winter Hours
Closed Monday thru Wednesday

Thursday: Noon – 6
Friday & Saturday: Noon – 10

Sunday: Noon – 6

Due to Covid-19 and for the 

safety for our guests we 

have decided to cancel live 

entertainment in December

Stop in Thursday thru Sunday!

Have a Safe and
Happy Holiday

Season !

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

Call for Spa Suite
   Room Reservations

Follow us on Facebook for event details

SPA
SUITE

ROOMS

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com

Weds & Thurs: Noon-6pm • Fri & Sat Noon-9pm

Wine friendly appetizers available.

Live Entertainment • Fri. & Sat. 6-9 • Rain or shine!

We will be closed 
for Winter Break
January 1 thru

February 12, 2021

12/11.....................Me & The Boy
12/12 ......Dominick and Collette
12/18 .................................Take II
12/19 ..........................Joe Hosey
12/26 ........................Jimmy Ales

COME SEE US SATURDAY FEB. 13!

Holiday Wine Punch with Ginger
Ingredients
1 (750-ml.) bottle your favorite fruit wine
4 sliced clementines
1 1/2 c. fresh orange juice
1/2 c. ginger liqueur
1/4 c. fresh lemon juice
Directions
Combine the wine, clementines, orange juice, ginger liqueur, and lemon juice in a 
punch bowl. It’s best if all ingredients are chilled and an ice ring with fruit is added 
as garnish and to keep it chilled. Serve over ice if you don’t mind it being diluted.

Champagne Punch

Ingredients:
 ½  cups orange juice
1 ½  cups pineapple juice
1 (750mL) bottle champagne, chilled
1 cup raspberries
8 sprigs rosemary
Directions:
Using a large pitcher or punch bowl, mix orange and pineapple juice add cham-
pagne.
Pour mixture into champagne flutes until.
Serve immediately, garnished with raspberries and rosemary, or if using a punch 
bowl float them on top.



The trium-
phant concert, 
on the fourth 
night of 
the march, 
was orga-
nized by the 
indefatigable 
Belafonte, at 
the request 
of King, and 
took place on 
a makeshift 
stage built 
atop stacks 
of empty 
coffins lent by 
local funeral 
homes, and in front of an audience that had 
swelled with twenty-five thousand addition-
al people, drawn either by the cause or by a 
lineup of stars that ranged from Tony Bennett 
and Johnny Mathis to Joan Baez and Nina, 
accompanied only by her longtime guitarist, 
Al Schackman. In the course of events that 
night, she was introduced to King. Schackman 
remembered that she stuck her hand out and 
warned him, “I’m not nonviolent!” It was only 
when King replied, gently, “Not to worry, 
sister,” that she calmed down.
In 1964, Simone changed record distributors 
from Colpix, an American company, to the 
Dutch Philips Records, which meant a change 
in the content of her recordings. On her debut 
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Continued From Page 5 album for Philips, Nina Simone in Concert 
(1964), for the first time she addressed racial 
inequality in the United States. “Mississippi 
Goddam” was released as a single, and it was 
boycotted in some southern states. Promotional 
copies were smashed by a Carolina radio sta-
tion and returned to Philips. The defiant “Old 
Jim Crow”, on the same album, addressed the 
Jim Crow laws. 
“Sinner Man”, an African American traditional 
spiritual song that tells of a sinner attempting 
to hide from divine justice on Judgment Day, 
was recorded in the 1950s by Les Baxter, the 
Swan Silvertones, the Weavers and others, 
before Nina Simone recorded an extended 
version in 1965. It’s a ten-minute gospel tour 
de force when she cries out “Power!” like a 
Southern preacher and her musicians shout 
back “Power to the Lord!” (FYI: President 
Barack Obama lists her version of “Sinner-
man” as one of his ten favorite songs of all 
time.) 
In 1967, Simone released “Backlash Blues”, 
written by her friend, Langston Hughes, on 
Nina Simone Sings the Blues (1967). That 
same year, she recorded Billy Taylor’s “I Wish 
I Knew How It Would Feel to Be Free”, anoth-
er song that became a civil rights anthem. She 
was christened “The High Priestess of Soul”, 
called the voice of the civil rights movement, 
and well on her way in her path to activism.
And then Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was shot, 
on April 4, 1968. Sections of Washington, 
Chicago, Baltimore, and more than a hundred 

smaller cities went berserk. At the Westbury 
Music Fair, three days after the assassination, 
Nina dedicated the performance toking and 
sang “Why? (The King of Love Is Dead)”, a 
song written by her bass player, Gene Taylor. 
Simone was profoundly shaken, and her views 
of what might be accomplished in this country 
only grew more bleak.   
As the sixties progressed, the feelings she 
displayed - pain, lacerating anger, the desire 
to burn down whole cities in revenge - made 
her seem at times emotionally disturbed and 
at other times simply the most honest black 
woman in America. The civil-rights songs were 
nevertheless what she called “the important 
ones.” And the movement is where she gained 
her strength. It’s also where her private anger 
took on public dimensions, in the years when 
patience gave way entirely and the anger in 
many black communities could no longer be 
tamped down.
Like Malcolm X, Nina’s neighbor in Mount 
Vernon, New York, she supported black nation-
alism and advocated violent revolution rather 
than Martin Luther King Jr.’s non-violent 
approach. She was proclaimed the voice of the 
movement by Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap 
Brown, whose Black Power philosophy an-
swered to her own experience and inclinations. 
As the decade wore on, she began to favor 
bright African gowns and toweringly braided 
African hair styles, and she became increasing-
ly vocal and militant in her views.
At an outdoor concert in Harlem, she went for 
broke. Majestically bedecked in African garb, 
she opened with several stirring, politically 
focused songs – “Four Women”, “Revolution”, 
and “Backlash Blues” – and then recited an 
incendiary poem that appeared to be provoking 
the crowd to violence. Despite her best efforts, 
Simone failed to incite a riot in Harlem that 
day in 1969. The crowd received the poem as it 
had received her songs: with noisy affirmation, 
but merely as part of a performance. People 
applauded and went on their way. 
Not all of Simone’s music was about protest. 
One of her biggest hits of the era was the joy-
ously innocuous “Ain’t Got No—I Got Life,” 
from the musical “Hair”—which, in her hands, 
became a classic freedom song. The iconic 
“Feelin’ Good”, a song written by English 
singer-songwriters Anthony Newley and Leslie 
Bricusse for the 1965 musical ‘The Roar of the 
Greasepaint - The Smell of the Crowd’, was 
turned into an industry standard and arguably 
became Simone’s signature song, with its pure 
optimism and soulful vocals.  
Simone’s explosiveness was well known. In 
concert, she was quick to call out anyone she 
noticed talking, to stop and glare or hurl a few 
insults or even leave the stage. Yet her perfor-
mances, richly improvised, were also confid-
ingly intimate and often riveting. Over the 
years Nina’s mood swings and behavior grew 
more erratic. She was eventually diagnosed 
as bipolar, but she battled mental health and 
financial problems for the rest of her life. 

Simone left the country in 1974, travelling 
to Liberia with her twelve-year-old daughter. 
She stayed for two years, during which she 
performed hardly at all. She left Liberia for 
Switzerland in order to put her daughter in 
school there. Eventually, she moved to France, 
alone. It seems to have been only the recurrent 
need for money that spurred her to perform 
again in the United States, and only when 
necessary. 
Yet the ups of Simone’s life could be almost as 
dizzying as the downs. In 1987, her charm-
ingly upbeat 1959 recording of “My Baby 
Just Cares for Me” was chosen by Chanel 
for its international television ad campaign. 
Rereleased, the record went gold in France 
and platinum in England. In 1991, she sold out 
the Olympia, in Paris, for almost a week. She 
toured widely during her final years, until she 
was too sick to perform. Suffering from breast 
cancer, she died in France in April, 2003; 
her ashes were scattered in several African 
countries. 
Thirty-four years after Simone released 
“Young, Gifted and Black,” Jay Z reused the 
title for a song that describes the fate of many 
of those gifted children - “Hear all the screams 
from the ghetto all the teens ducking metal” 
- in twenty-first-century America. The rap 
connection with Simone is hardly surprising, 
since rap is where black anger now openly 
resides. The list of artists who have sampled 
Nina Simone is seemingly endless, but it 
includes Lil Wayne, 50 Cent, The Roots, Dr. 
Dre, Common, Timbaland, Kanye West and 
Lauryn Hill.  
Of late, there’s been a steady flow of renewed 
interest in Simone. In the last few years, Sim-
one has been the subject or source of inspira-
tion for several tribute albums and three films, 
including the 2015 Netflix documentary on her 
life, What Happened, Miss Simone? Another 
powerful portrait of the singer and activist, 
The Amazing Nina Simone, now streaming 
on Amazon, features in-depth interviews with 
over 50 of Nina’s friends, family, and band 
members. The theatrical release Nina starring 
Zoe Saldana came out in 2016, to mixed 
reviews. The general consensus seemed to that 
Nina is just too big a subject, and talent, to be 
compressed into such a small package. Still, 
for fans of Miss Simone, all three of these 
films are worth watching.  
On Tuesday, November 24th, Brittany Howard 
and the Alabama Shakes celebrated their five 
Grammy nominations by visiting the Steven 
Colbert show. To really understand Nina 
Simone, perhaps one would do better to view 
their riveting cover of Simone’s “Revolution” 
from that night. With her entire band masked, 
Howard paid tribute to her idol in a powerful 
performance that truly captures the essence of 
this dark, brilliant and extraordinarily complex 
woman. 
“You can’t help it. An artist’s duty, as far as 
I’m concerned, is to reflect the times.”- Nina 
Simone



Patrick wrote Stay in Tune articles for the 
North Coast Voice Magazine from 2008 to 
Sept. of this year. He had many skills but 
for Stay in Tune he wrote as a Luthier; a 
title Patrick was very proud of. His new 
designs and the repairs of vintage string 
instruments were his focus. He often men-
tioned the weather and what he was doing 
outside of “the shop”, such as gardening, or 
dealing with snow and cold, but the focus 
was always on his current instrument proj-
ect or repair. He shared a lot of information 
which helped some who had the skill to 
replace frets or do other minor mending. 
The writing brought some work his way and 
also some new friends. 
At the end of his last article, published 

September 2, 2020, he wrote, “It has always 
been a great pleasure of mine to share my 
repair and musical experiences with the 
readers of the Voice. So as I leave you today 
I wish you well and please as always “Stay 
in Tune” and be nice to your neighbors. 
Keep Smiling!”
We will miss Patrick, not only for his con-
tributions to the Voice and to music, but for 
his friendship, humor, and his smile.
Below is an excerpt from his obituary:
Patrick L. Podpadec, age 65, of Madison, 
passed away on November 30th surrounded 
by his family.  He was born in Willoughby 
on July 28th, 1955 to Margaret “Peggy” and 
Ralph Podpadec.  
Patrick grew up in Mentor and moved to 
Madison in the mid 70’s.  He married his 
wife Gerri (Whittaker) Podpadec on Sep-
tember 19th, 1992. Together they welcomed 
their son Liam in November 1999.
Patrick had an incredible way of bringing 
his artistic creativity to life. Whether he was 
hanging drywall or building a guitar his tal-
ent and passion for music and woodworking 
came shining through. The music in Patrick 
began early and his contribution to the 
music world extended far beyond his own 
singing and strumming talent. His passion 
for woodworking, attention to the smallest 

of detail and his beautiful imagination pro-
vided musicians far and wide the ability to 
continue sharing their music with the world. 
Through his businesses ``Liam Guitars” and 
“Smoking Hot Guitars”, Patrick could not 
only repair most stringed instruments but 
designed and created a few of his own, from 
the incredible DreamCaster, to the fabulous 
fish guitar.
Patrick had a great many projects always in 
the works. You could always find Patrick 
working in his shop creating, fixing, or even 
writing his article “Stay In Tune” for the 
North Coast Voice Magazine. His interest 
and passions made it hard to keep up with 
him. No greater passion or love did he have 
than for his son Liam. The music was never 
sweeter than when he could introduce you 
to or tell you about Liam. To find Patrick, 
Gerri and Liam at a music event would 
be expected. Whether they were camping 
at a weekend music festival or providing 
support at venues like the Riverside Inn 
Music Festival to countless others, Patrick’s 
life was full. He touched untold numbers of 
souls and was touched himself by so many 
more. 
With his fabulous grin and quick wit - he 
never knew a stranger.  
The family would like to thank the many 
friends and loved ones who sent prayers and 

love to Patrick and his family. Patrick had 
so many loved ones from all over the world 
who cherished him dearly. The amount of 
support, both emotionally and financially, 
has been truly astonishing and humbling. 
Thanks to all of the family and friends 
(from here and across the pond) we were 
able to go on a couple bucket list trips to 
Nashville and Maine and both were extraor-
dinary. Words cannot express the gratitude 
we have for everyone who knew and loved 
Patrick.
 Patrick is survived by his loving wife Gerri, 
his son Liam, his siblings; Michael (Judy) 
Podpadec, Sue Podpadec (Roy) Cederlund, 
Kathy (Dave) Lennox, his siblings-in-law; 
Frank (Debbie) Whittaker, Mary (Tim) 
Vagi, Cathy (the late Mike) Patrizi, and Bet-
ty (Steve) Klinger.  Patrick is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  He 
is preceded in death by his parents Peggy 
and Ralph, and his mother-in-law, Kitty 
Whittaker.  Patrick will be missed dearly by 
his family and friends.
 A celebration of life will be held at a future 
date.
Lake Erie Cremation & Funeral Services 
assisted the family with arrangements, 1500 
Harpersfield Rd., Geneva. 440-361-2273.
www.lakeeriecrematory.com 
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“Rachelle was a dear friend and trusted con-
fidant. Her work ethic and dedication was 
second to none. The Voice would not exist 
without her hard work. She was creative, 

kind, a loving mother and grandmother. She 
fought a good fight until the end. Thank you 
for the memories Rachelle. May you rest in 
peace.” - Mark Snodgrass
“Rachelle and Mark started the North Coast 
Voice in the year 2000 to make a connection 
between local musicians, wineries, live 
music venues and all that north east Ohio 
would consider entertainment. Rachelle was 
an integral part of putting it all together and 
getting it to print. She was my connection 
when I first starting writing for the Voice in 
2004. Rachelle gave me guidance, support 
and encouragement which helped change 
the course of my life.”  - Sage Satori
Below is her obituary:
Rachelle Marie Carlson (née Drown), 56, 
143 River Street Madison, Ohio 44057, 
passed away on Friday, November 13th 
surrounded by her much beloved family.
Rachelle was born in Warren, Ohio July 23, 

1964. She was the eldest daughter of James 
N. Drown , Jr. and Georgia Carol (Solnick) 
Drown.
Rachelle was a graduate of Madison High 
School in Madison, Ohio and Patricia 
Stevens Career College in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. She worked for University Hospital 
in Geneva, Ohio for many years. Rachelle 
is remembered as a vivacious, fun-loving, 
and high -spirited woman who embraced 
life fully and fought tenaciously to remain 
with her devoted husband, Chris Carlson, 
daughters, Katherine (Reynolds) Montgom-
ery, and Hannah (Reynolds) Lyons . She 
was cherished by her sons-in- law Corey 
Montgomery and Alwan Lyons. She was a 
doting grandmother to five grandchildren: 
Skylar Montgomery, Nathaniel McCloskey, 
Nadia Montgomery, Noah Montgomery, and 
Carter Lyons. She is also survived by her 
parents, James and Georgia Drown, as well 
as her younger sister, Dana Drown. She 

enjoyed a close relationship with her aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. She was the center of 
her hearth and home.
Rachelle enjoyed spending time with her 
family. She will be remembered for her 
sense of humor, her love of nature, and her 
joy of cooking meals for a crowd. Rachelle 
is now in an eternal summer. The things 
she enjoyed in life- laughter, sun, sand, and 
spending time at the beach or riding on the 
back of her husband’s motorcycles- she 
most certainly will continue to enjoy given 
the happy, free-spirit that she was. She 
will be missed by all those whose lives she 
touched with her faith, her loyalty, and her 
grace. The family currently intends to estab-
lish a memorial fund in her name.
Behm Family Funeral Home of Madison 
is assisting the family. Online obituary 
and condolences may be viewed at www.
behmfuneral.com

A Tribute to Patrick Podpadec 
1955 - 2020

In Memory of Rachelle Carlson … 
1964 - 2020
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VcD release

oWOW.radio, Northeast Ohio’s 
locally owned, operated, and 
programmed digital on-
line Timeless Rock station, 
announced today that it will 
be releasing its first album, 
oWOW presents NEO – The 
Soundtrack.   The album 
features a compilation of 
Northeast Ohio based rock 
talent with some of their most-
played tracks.
When oWOW.radio’s Timeless 
Rock format was being pre-
pared in 2014, one of the goals 
was to play at least 15 percent 
regional music, past and 
present, in its regular music 
programming to differentiate 
its programming from the na-
tionally-programmed “cookie 
cutter” formats found on most 
contemporary music stations.  
For the past four years, 20 per-
cent of oWOW’s music is from 
Northeast Ohio artists, past and present.
Artists featured on the album are Carlos Jones 
(“Kid in a Candy Store”), Vanishing Shores 
(“Fix Me”), Scott Hanson (“Johan’s Song”), 
Brent Kirby (“Our Town”), Falling Stars 
(“Down and Out in Ohio”), the Chestertons 
(“Break the Curse”), the Alan Greene Band 
(“Man on a Mission”) – all from Cleveland; 
The Vindys (“If I Want”) and JD Eicher (“Ev-
ergreen”) from Youngstown, and Marc Lee 
Shannon from Akron.
The tracks chosen for the album received 
continual requests and airplay on oWOW 
throughout the year.
The album’s content was compiled by John 
Gorman, oWOW’s Chief Content Officer and 
principal, Steve Pappas, oWOW’s Operations 
Manager and afternoon drive personality, and 
singer-songwriter-producer Scott Hanson of 
Wildwood Studios, Cleveland, who proposed 
the compilation.
“In 1980, when I was with WMMS, I was 
involved in another local music compilation, 
Pride of Cleveland album with Denny Sanders, 
which featured the most popular artists in 
Northeast Ohio at the time, including American 
Noise, Love Affair, Alex Bevan, the Gener-
ators, Wild Horses, I-Tal, Rapscallion, Jerry 

oWOW announces the release of a new regional 
music compilation album
oWOW presents NEO – The Soundtrack

Busch, and Don Kriss. Ironically, forty years 
later, here’s the sequel,” said John Gorman. 
“Also, David Helton, who did the original art 
for the Pride of Cleveland also did the art and 
design for the NEO – The Soundtrack.
The album is available exclusively on CD 
only for $10 on ebay by searching for oWOW 
presents NEO – The Soundtrack.
About oWOW: oWOW radio, now in its 
sixth year, is Cleveland’s live, locally owned, 
operated, and programmed digital online radio 
station. oWOW’s format, features a distinctive 
blend of timeless rock and roll, best defined 
as “the sweet spot between classic rock and 
indie rock.” oWOW’s music features a diverse 
playlist of rock, progressive pop, reggae, 
blues, and singer-songwriters. oWOW serves 
a combined market of 17 counties surrounding 
Cleveland, Akron, Canton and Youngstown. 
oWOW is available online worldwide at 
oWOW.radio and through its custom app for 
smartphones, smart TVs, tablets, and in-vehicle 
online receivers. oWOW is also available on 
smart-speakers, and the Tune-In, Radio.net, 
and iHeartradio app for Roku, Sonos, FireS-
tick, and Blackberry.
oWOW’s studios and offices are located at the 
78th Street Studios building in Cleveland’s 
Gordon Square Arts District.

440-537-5758
eric@usamgt.com

www.ericmichaelandrews.com
www.facebook.com/erockohio

12/12 • 7pm
Seeing Double,
N. Olmstead  

12/26 • 3:30pm
Debonne Vineyards 

01/01 • 7pm
Beerhead, Columbus 

01/09 • 6pm
Element 41, Chardon

Acoustic rock/pop
covers... old to new!
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Busch, and Don Kriss. Ironically, forty years 
later, here’s the sequel,” said John Gorman. 
“Also, David Helton, who did the original art 
for the Pride of Cleveland also did the art and 
design for the NEO – The Soundtrack.
The album is available exclusively on CD 
only for $10 on ebay by searching for oWOW 
presents NEO – The Soundtrack.
About oWOW: oWOW radio, now in its 
sixth year, is Cleveland’s live, locally owned, 
operated, and programmed digital online radio 
station. oWOW’s format, features a distinctive 
blend of timeless rock and roll, best defined 
as “the sweet spot between classic rock and 
indie rock.” oWOW’s music features a diverse 
playlist of rock, progressive pop, reggae, 
blues, and singer-songwriters. oWOW serves 
a combined market of 17 counties surrounding 
Cleveland, Akron, Canton and Youngstown. 
oWOW is available online worldwide at 
oWOW.radio and through its custom app for 
smartphones, smart TVs, tablets, and in-vehicle 
online receivers. oWOW is also available on 
smart-speakers, and the Tune-In, Radio.net, 
and iHeartradio app for Roku, Sonos, FireS-
tick, and Blackberry.
oWOW’s studios and offices are located at the 
78th Street Studios building in Cleveland’s 
Gordon Square Arts District.

Let him go
Focus|R|114 min
Even with some of the theater chains opening 
back up we’ve experienced a dearth of any-
thing that looks like a big-time studio success. 
Kevin Costner really is one of the A-listers 
so I was looking forward to a great time with 
his latest LET HIM GO. About a third of the 
way in I was thinking, “I bet there were a lot 
of people on New Year’s Eve 2019 looking 
forward to a great year as well”. Folks I 
don’t mean to blow the grade this early in the 
review but this was a stunningly unpleasant 
piece of work. I’m going to have to invoke 
the spoiler alert here just because if you’re 
planning to see this, at least want you to be 
shocked as the dark events unfold. 
Set against the raw backdrop of 1950s Mon-
tana, Costner and Diane Lane are George and 
Margaret Blackledge, an ex-Sheriff and pio-
neer woman who lose their son to a tragic ac-
cident before the film gets rolling. Daughter-
in-law Lorna eventually remarries and takes 
their grandson to live with the new husband 
who, Grandma finds out, is an abusive punk 
who absconds with the wife and kid to move 
in with his family in even more rural South 
Dakota. These people are only slightly less 
creepy than the family in TEXAS CHAIN-
SAW MASSACRE and Grandma makes the 
decision to go there and retrieve the grandson 
and hopefully the daughter-in-law. It turns 
out that everyone in this god-forsaken town 
is afraid of the Weboy Clan (a surname so 
annoying it might have been chosen to make 
these people even more distasteful) and for 
the life of me I can’t understand why.  For the 
most part the acting is understated, something 
that Costner is a master of, and the only over 
the top performance is from Blanche (Lesley 
Manville) Weboy matriarch.
Foreboding eventually gives way to dread and 
violence when George and Margaret make the 
journey to visit the lunatics. Be forewarned 
this isn’t fun violence like we find in movies 
such as DIE HARD it’s dark and soul crush-

ing reminiscent of a Cormac McCarthy novel. 
Even the climax isn’t as satisfying as we would 
hope for and leaves the entire experience with 
a feeling of unease. 
By the way there’s an entire subplot that seems 
to have been forced into the movie concerning 
a young Indian named Peter Dragswolf (Boo-
boo Stewart) and just for the record I’m not 
making these names up.
As for a grade? If director Thomas Bezucha 
was trying to make an uncomfortable and un-
pleasant experience for the movie goer he has 
succeeded and for that he should get at least 
a B.  On the other hand, if it’s entertainment 
value you seek the best I can offer is:
D
WSS

Stardust
IFC Films|R|109 min
With Queen and Elton John taking their turns 
in the barrel being featured in biopics I guess 
it stands to reason that another 70s rock icon 
gets thrown into the mix. To say that the David 
Bowie (Johnny Flynn) picture STARDUST 
falls a bit short of the standards set by the other 
two is an understatement. 
Right off the bat I noticed a slew of production 
companies and studios in the credits and that 
could possibly mean too many cooks spoiling 
the broth. Most films in this genre start with a 
little childhood background and lead the artist 
through trials and tribulations on their way to 
Mega stardom interspersed with hit after hit. 
That’s not the plan here. As a matter of fact, 
the only semi recognizable Bowie song is 
My Death. This one picks up right after two 
reasonably successful albums, Hunky Dory, 
which featured Life on Mars and Space Oddity, 
which featured the hit of the same name. Now 
our hero is embarking on a journey to promote 
his newest album The Man Who Sold the 
World and if you are struggling to remember 

the hit from that one, so am I. Apparently 
the critics and music Executives weren’t too 
choked up with this record, believing it was too 
dark, too poetic, and would fly under the radar. 
Well, everyone except for Ron Oberman (Marc 
Maron) a lower-level Mercury exec. On arrival 
in the US Bowie / Jones finds himself at odds 
with American Customs because of a snafu 
with his Visa. This means that he can’t really 
tour the new album and play concerts. He can, 
however, do interviews with newspapers and 
radio stations. Too bad he will piss off many of 
the writers and radio people who were hesitant 
to deal with him in the first place much to the 
chagrin of Oberman. 
There are a few insights we learn from this 
limited slice of Bowie history. For instance, 
I never knew he was married I never knew 
that his wife, at least according in the film, 
was something of an overbearing bitch. I also 
had no idea that there is a substantial amount 
of clinical insanity in his family. Also, one 
revelation that I actually thought interesting 
came from a role-playing piece of therapy at 
the asylum where his brother was located in 
which patients role played in order to let out 
their inner demons. That particular scene dove-
tailed very nicely with the actual progression 
of Bowie’s career. If you recall he pivoted from 
singer-songwriter into flashy stage performer 
better known as Ziggy Stardust just about the 
time this album was released. And the rest, as 
they say, is history.
The tight time frame as well as some of the 
unknown insights were actually interesting yet 
I don’t think the script or the direction were re-
ally up to the task. Bowie comes off more like 
a scatterbrained loser than the creative genius 
many of his fans believe he is.
C
WSS

DCI Banks
BBC|5 seasons|tv-14
Whatever your reasons are for staying home, 
a lot of us have shifted at least some of our 
entertainment time from the megaplex to the 
living room. The variety of movies is amazing 
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in recent times, especially compared to the 
options that our grandparents had to choose 
from. Thanks to the advent of the internet 
at home theater the selection is nothing less 
than staggering. Because of many options and 
the fact that everyone’s taste is different, I’ll 
pick out some streaming series or movies as 
the winter season goes on. I’ve only recently 
become a fan of the BBC and their police pro-
cedural dramas in particular. Stephen Tompkin-
son is detective Chief Inspector Alan Banks a 
middle-aged cop who, along with his duties as 
a policeman, deals with personal and romantic 
issues in his life. The show itself is taken from 
a series of mystery novels by Peter Robinson.
The episodes are set up a bit differently than 
most which can be either ongoing or cover one 
complete story per season. Here within an 8 
episode run the stories are broken down into 
two parts, meaning you will have four com-
plete hour and a half stories. For home viewing 
and or binging that makes it relatively simple 
to start and stop if there’s another series you 
feel like checking out.
I believe as with GAME OF THRONES as 
the series came to the end of its production the 
stories were taken over by the writers of the 
television series from the Robinson novels.  
Unlike most American detective shows you’ll 
find a lot less in the way of fistfights, gunfire, 
car chases, and frontal nudity but that’s okay, 
the stories are intricate enough to keep your 

attention and span a fairly wide range of topics. 
Two officers, DC Cabbot (Andrea Lowe) then 
DC Morton (Caroline Catz) jockey for position 
as Banks partner which seems a bit odd until 
you find out that Lowe temporarily left the 
series a couple of times to have children.  The 
stories are interesting and the main characters 
grow on you as the series rolls along. And the 
setup makes it easy to kill a couple hours or a 
few days at your own leisure.
B-
WSS

Christmas Chronicle 2
Netflix|PG|115min
Among the studio’s getting a jump on the 
Christmas season so far Netflix is the first to 
fire a shot over the bow of Santa’s sleigh. Kurt 
Russell returns for another turn as Santa Claus 
in CHRISTMAS CHRONICLES 2 with his 
real-life wife Goldie Hawn as Mrs. Claus. This 
one takes place a year after the first and finds 
Kate Pearce (Darby Camp), now a cranky 
teenager, on a Christmas vacation to Cancun 
with mom, her new boyfriend, and his son. 
She decides she’s going to sneak off and go 
back to Boston where there is snow and pine 
trees and the traditional trappings of the hol-
idays. Thanks to a devious ex elf, Belsnickle 
(Julian Dennison), she winds up transported 
back to the North Pole with mom’s boy-
friend’s kid who stowed away on the plane. 
After reuniting with her old friends and the 
Claus family it turns odd, but this little bugger 
Belsnickle has a plan to steal a Christmas 
star which keeps Santa’s Village hidden and 
protected from the rest of the world thereby 
destroying Christmas for all eternity. Now 
the film abruptly shifts gears into a somewhat 
silly CGI action adventure until the very end 
when Kate discovers… Oh come on, you can 
probably guess.  
It’s a basically forgettable flick to turn on 
while you’re decorating the tree.  And it actu-
ally is playing at a few physical theaters. Good 
for them. I was going to go with a C grade but 
decided to add a plus solely on the basis of 
Kurt Russell’s natural charisma.
C+
WSS

“Follow me at Westside Steve Simmons on 
Facebook and send me a message if you would 
like a free copy of my upcoming Christmas 
CD. Happy holidays!”
Westside Steve Simmons

Hillbilly Elegy
Netflix
R                119 min
I’m not sure what it would be labeled but there 
is a distinct genre of films taken from the mem-
oirs of people, usually writers but in this case 
an attorney, describing a childhood fraught 
with obstacles that ends well. I came across 
this novel buy JD Vance a few years back and 
found it intriguing, partially because of my 
own roots in East Ohio.  Of course, the folks I 
was familiar with were not nearly at the level 
of those in this film, we were certainly aware 
of some who were. Our hillbilly relatives 
mostly came from West Virginia or western 
Pennsylvania and the ones in this film had 
migrated from Kentucky to Ohio. 
This film tells the story of JD who eventually 
rises from his surroundings, graduates from 
Ohio State, and moves on to Yale University. 
Amy Adams shines in the role of his mother 
who at one point had been one of the brightest 
students in school but finds her life and her 
nursing career destroyed by drug addiction. 
After the death of Grandpa (Bo Hopkins), 
what there is of a family is held together by 
a tough old Grandma (Glenn Close). She’s 
rough around the edges but refuses to take 
shit from anyone and compels JD to adhere 
to a strict sense of honor despite the quirks 
of her non-traditional interpretation of right 
and wrong. I think this film will make a lot of 
noise around Oscar time, if that tradition isn’t 
completely destroyed by political correctness. 
The performances by Close and Adams will 
certainly be nominated for Academy Awards 
and there are few better directors alive than 

Ron Howard. While some of the portions of 
the film are shocking and heartbreaking, at the 
very end there is most certainly a ray of Hope.
A-
WSS

Sat.12/12
Sparky’s place

with Melissa  6-9

Sun.12/13
Hartford Hill

with Melissa 2-5
216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic 

MITCH LARSON
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WATERFRONT FRONTLINEV
 

 by Julie Boetger, ACWW member

As the world screams “Emergency” on our 
climate crisis, Erin Brockovich has stepped 
up to the plate to educate the United States 
once again!!! 
It’s been five years since we have heard 
from renowned activist and New York 
Times bestselling author Erin Brockovich. 
That doesn’t mean she hasn’t been busy! As 
a matter of fact, she has been “Connecting 
the Dots and Building a Map” (chapter 3). I 
don’t think you have to be a climate activist 
to enjoy this book and Erin says you don’t 
have to be a scientist to get involved. As 
she herself says “Consider this book your 
invitation to get involved.” I welcome the 
invitation! That is why I was so excited to 
see this book released. I believe we all need 
to know what’s going on in our backyard 
….it truly takes a team! 
I am an activist in my hometown of 
Ashtabula, a true hidden gem on Lake Erie. 
We are surrounded by chemical plants pol-
luting our water and air, and noticeably high 
cancer rates; I knew I had to get involved. 
As I sat quarantined at home like the rest of 
the world I began to notice more and more 
around me. I started connecting with more 
of my immediate neighbors who formed 
a group named Ashtabula County Water 
Watch! www.ACWW.us . 
As Erin explains in her Action Steps, Get 
Curious; What’s really happening? What 
can you do? She encourages us to push past 
initial fears of becoming involved, I mean 
no one wants to get involved in a fight with 
a corporation or the EPA right? In this book, 
Erin not only takes you through exhausting, 
frustrating, long battles with local commu-
nity government, corporations and the EPA 
itself over their blatant “turn the other cheek 
because we make a lot of money off this” 
attitude. ACWW is currently appealing the 
second air permit granted by the EPA to the 
new pig iron plant which recently initiated 
construction. We welcome all to check out 
our website and support our efforts in ap-
pealing this new air permit which will allow 
extremely high CO2 emissions in our city 
(amongst many other toxic emissions).
Get involved! Feel free to donate to the 

Book Review of "Superman’s Not Coming"
Our National Water Crisis and What We The People Can Do About 
It….by Erin Brockovich 

ACWW GoFundMe to help with lawyer fees 
regarding the EPA appeal – www.gofundme.
com/f/appeal-the-epa-granted-petmin-air-
permit  
Action Steps are useful to us “newbies” in 
the policy and legislation interest world, 
but very easy to understand and crucial in 
following the proper process. This book is 
literally a hands on guide to patience and 
process, with all the best sarcasm mixed in. 
Two thumbs up from me on this book! And 
in closing, Erin also mentions, one of her 
Action Steps is titled Separation of Water 
and politics, “We need to stop politicizing 
regulations. Clean water and clean air should 
not depend on who sits in the White House. 
It’s not a “blue” or “red” issue; it’s an every-
one issue. It’s an Earth issue.”
Ashtabula County Water Watch offers 
current news and views - all available 
through the website ACWW.us   To follow 
up on this book that we, as well as Julie, are 
enthused about, join in on December 20th 
for the Community Book Club. ACWW 
will meet via Zoom at 4pm to share our 
ideas and interpretations of the new book 
by Erin Brockovich titled, “Superman’s Not 
Coming.”  
Also coming up -- The CELDF Democracy 
School: Igniting a Rights Movement for 
Communities and Nature: This January, 
2021 – register today on the ACWW.us 
website.
Democracy School is a stimulating and illu-
minating virtual course that teaches residents 
and activists an empowering new approach 
about how to reframe exhausting and often 
discouraging single-issue work such as; 
opposing fracking, overdevelopment, pesti-
cides, advocating for worker rights, housing 
access, and protecting water in a way that 
we can confront corporate control and gov-
ernment interference on a powerful front.
Classes will be held, virtually, on four Satur-
days in January 2021.
Check us out on FB: www.facebook.com/
ashtabulacountywaterwatch       
Wishing you all a safe journey through this 
somewhat bitter storm.

ASTEROID,
ASTRONAUT, 
ASTRONOMY, 
BETELGEUSE, BIG 
BANG, BLACK HOLE, 
CALLISTO, COMET, 
CONSTELLATION, 
CORONA, COSMOS, 
CRATER, EARTH,
EUROPA, GALAXY, 
GANYMEDE,
GRAVITY, JUPITER, 
LEONIDS, LIGHT 
YEAR, MARS,
MERCURY,
METEOR, MILKY 
WAY, MOON,
NEBULA,
NEPTUNE, NORTH 
STAR, OBERON, 
ORBIT, PHOBOS, 
PLANET, PLUTO,
PULSAR, QUASAR, 
RED DWARF,
SATURN, SIRIUS, 
SPACE, STAR, SUN, 
SUNSPOT,
SUPERNOVA, TITAN, 
URANUS, VENUS.
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UNIVERSE
Can you find the hidden words? They may be horizontal,

vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards.

Off  The Wooden Spool

Etsy: Off TheWoodenSpool

off thewoodenspool@gmail.com

Can be found at my Esty Shop
https://www.etsy.com/shop/OffTheWoodenSpool

And For The Movie Lovers

Handmade Face Masks
For The Music Lovers
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check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

TOM TODD THE AMAZING
ONE-MAN-BAND

Sat. Dec 12th
2-6:00

Old Firehouse Winery  
 

Tom would like to wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and

a better 2021!
Stay safe, everyone! 

Wear the masks a little bit longer!
Looks like the vaccine

is on its way!
Hopefully by summer we'll be

back to normal, rockin' and rollin',
and even more appreciative of
the wonderful things we have!

Across
1. Boast
5. One time
9. Blocking vote
13. Acquire by efforts or actions
14. Rural area
16. Iniquity
17. Chills and fever
18. Toil
19. Transmit
20. Send money in payment
22. Textile with a woven design
24. Weep
26. Jump
27. Scuffle
30. Shellfish
35. Crib
36. Drench
39. Terpsichore
40. Motor vehicle
42. Visual representation of data
44. Young elephant
45. Fragrance
47. Addictive narcotic
49. Rodent
50. Menace
52. Red Bordeaux wine
54. Food
57. Prevarication
58. Recall

62. Exact duplicate
66. Small inlet
67. Danger
69. Being the only one
70. Kind of tournament
71. One of the senses
72. Smell
73. Curve
74. Encounter
75. Short letter

Down
1. Bruin
2. Fury
3. Starch
4. Laminated metamorphic rock
5. Nocturnal bird
6. Orderly
7. Faction
8. Run away together to marry
9. Waistcoat
10. At any time
11. Diminutive
12. Of long duration
15. A cherished desire
21. Flip
23. Sharp hand shovel
25. Online journal
27. One of the senses

28. Express audibly
29. Currency unit
31. Pouch
32. Trap
33. Enthusiastic approval
34. Remaining
35. Actors in a play
37. Deplete
38. Long narrative poem
41. Single
43. Frame or body of a ship
46. Domesticated
48. Injure or wound seriously
51. Entice
53. Think logically
55. At right angles to the length 
of a ship
56. Laconic
58. A strong line
59. Fifty-fifty
60. Repair
61. Customary observance or 
practice
63. Commotion
64. Coagulate
65. This place
66. Adult male swan
68. Allow

Twas the night before Christmas, and all 
through the pad
Musicians were jammin’ but playing quite bad.
They’d been there since Tuesday, drinking 
cheap beer,
Falling over their amps and tripping over their 
gear.
The cords were all tangled, the PA was a joke,
Their guitars were untuned and their g-strings 
were broke.
The drums were all broken, the horns were all 
flat
The piano collapsed, almost squishing the cat.
A guitarist was slumped by the chimney, with 
hair,
That grew down to his waist, but he didn’t 
care!
Only one song they played, they were near 
comatose,
“FREEBIRD” it was, or something quite close.
The children were huddled, trying to sleep in 
their beds,
With earplugs and pillows wrapped ‘round 

The Musicians’ Night Before Christmas

VNOTES FROM TOM TODD

their heads.
When up on the roof there arose such a clatter,
That even the drummer stopped to see what 
was the matter.
Then, down through the chimney there seemed 
to descend,
A little old man and eight of his friends.
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
With a stocking full of guitar strings and a bag 
full of picks
But who were the eight other people with him?
They approached the musicians, looking quite 
grim.
More rapid than Eagles or Bill Haley’s Comets 
they came,
Santa whistled, and shouted, and called them 
by name:
“Now, Jimi! Now Elvis! Bach, Beethoven and 
all!
Come, George! Come, John! Come, Ringo and 
Paul!”
And then, in a twinkling, each one of the eight
Joined in the jam, it was really first rate!

Jimi grabbed a guitar and started to rip!
Elvis stood up and wiggled his hips.
Then Jimi instructed, “Always play with some 
soul.”
Ringo said, “Keep a good beat!” as he played 
a drum roll.
Paul told the musicians, with a smile on his 
face,
“Remember good melody!” as he slung on the 
bass
George said, “Playing with finesse is the 
solution.”
“Learn music theory,” was Bach’s contribu-
tion,
John said, “Write a good song, that tells a good 
tale.”
Beethoven added, “And practice your scales!”
The musicians all thanked them through smiles 
and cheers
And promised they’d practice more the next 
year.
Then Santa laid his finger aside of his nose,
(He’d come down with the sniffles, all the 
musicians supposed.)
Then suddenly Santa and his eight helpers flew
Up the chimney much quicker than me or than 
you.
They sprang to their sleigh, and away they did 
roar
To another engagement, another encore.
But I heard them exclaim, as they drove off in 
their rig,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good 
gig!”

Solution on page 4
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Your FM Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers!

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

www.magic1025.comHEAR EVERY OSU
FOOTBALL GAME ON 97.1FM
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