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OHIO WINE COUNTRYOHIO WINE COUNTRY
WINERY GUIDEWINERY GUIDE

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO
Hours: Wed. and Thurs. 3-7

Fri. and Sat. 12 - 8 • Sun. 12 - 6
Closed Mon. and Tues.

WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

OLD FIREHOUSEOLD FIREHOUSE
WINERYWINERY
5499 Lake Road East 

Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Open 7 days year round!

SEE INSIDE BACK COVER FOR
HOURS & EVENTS

www.oldfirehousewinery.com
Hand Crafted Award-Winning Wines

FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 7

Hours: Sunday. Noon-5:00, Mon.-Tues. 
Closed, Wed. Noon-6:00, Thurs. Noon-

8:00, Fri.-Sat. Noon-9:00
4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh 

440.415.0661
www.laurellovineyards.com

wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

Open Weekends
Friday & Saturday Noon – 11pm

Sunday Noon – 6pm

834 South County Line Road
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

440.361.3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

winemaker26@gmail.com

Please follow us 
on Facebook!

Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines
March Hours: Wed. & Thu. 12 - 6pm Friday & Saturday 12 - 8pm, Sunday  12 - 6pm
Spring Hours (starting 4/1) Open 7 days a week! Sun - Thurs 12-6pm, Fri & Sat 12-8pm

636 State Route
534 Harpersfield

440.361.4573
kosicekvineyards.com

Please follow kosicekvineyards.com for current Covid guidelines

March Wine Sale!
Last month to get your FREE KV hooded  sweatshirt with purchase 
of any case, also receive 10% discount on all cases ( mix or match).

March Specials
DATE NIGHT for TWO!

Wed. thru Friday $60 plus tax & gratuity
SUPER SUNDAY SUPPERS

Every Sunday
Dinner for 2: $29 Dinner for 4: $55

(Visit website for menus & exclusions)
Restaurant: Wed. & Thurs. 12-7,

Fri. & Sat. 12-8, Sun. 1-6
Tasting Room: Mon. & Tues. 12-4

Wed. & Thurs. 11-7, Fri. & Sat. 11-8, Sun. 1-6
5585 N. River W, Geneva, Ohio 44041 

(440) 466-8466
www.ferrantewinery.com

1520 Harpersfield Road Geneva • 
440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

Hours: Sun-Thurs: Noon-8pm 
Fri & Sat: Noon-10pm

www.deersleapwine.com

KV Sweatshirt Appreciation Day!
Sunday, April 11th  12-6 ( in pavilion)

Wear your KV Sweatshirt for specials and surprises!Outdoor seating as weather permits

Live Music will resume in April
(Full schedule on website)
Saturdays 5-8pm
April 10th - Craig Day
April 17th - Jim Ales
April 24th - Ernest T Band

V
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VON THE BEAT

Call me at (440) 417-2475
or find me on Facebook 

JIMMY
ALES

Acoustic
Fun!

Fri. Mar. 12 ... 6:30-9:30
Deer's Leap 

Sun. Mar. 14 ... 2-5pm
Benny Vino 

Wed. Mar. 17 ...2pm-?
Dublin Down 

Playing Irish Sing-a-Longs 

Tue. Mar. 23 ... 6-9
Grand River Manor 

Wing Night

Sat. Mar. 27 ... 3:30-6:30 
Debonne Vineyards 

Fri. Apr. 2 ... 6:30-9:30
 Deer's Leap 

I’d Be Lucky to
    be your Agent!!

Auto Home Business Life

TREEN
INSURANCE

Scott Treen

We Offer the
Personal Service 
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME

BUSINESS • LIFE

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 576-5926

4618 Main Avenue • Ashtabula
440-992-3013 • www.dublindown.pub

BE SURE TO LIKE & FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
TO KEEP UP WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE AT DUBLIN DOWNS!

Hours: Kitchen open Mon-Sat 11am-10pm 
Bar open ‘til 11 Mon-Thurs.
Midnite Fri. & Sat. Closed Sunday.

HOT & TASTY
WOOD
FIRE

PIZZAS!

YOU CAN’T KEEP THE 

IRISH DOWN FOR LONG!
Join Us For

Ashtabula’s Biggest & Best
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

PARTY!!
Open for breakfast from 9 am til bedtime

Live music with JIMMY MCALES
playing Irish Sing-a-Longs 2pm - ??  

New! HOUSEMADE IRISH CREAM 
by the pint! (while supplies last)

Look for the special 
ALL IRISH ST. PATRICK’S DAY MENU

on our Facebook page.
T-shirts will be available while supplies 

last. Following Covid-19 guidelines; 
there will be a tent outside for carry-out 

to reduce traffic inside the pub.

FULL MENU, FULL BAR
& FULL OF FUN!

Join us on the biggest patio in
downtown Ashtabula!

think spring!

Western Reserve 
Historical Society 
Celebrates Women’s 
History Month
March is Women’s History Month, and West-
ern Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) cele-
brates women who shaped the past and make 
history every day. Women’s History Month is 
a time for study, observance and celebration of 
the vital role of women in American history.
www.wrhs.org  
WRHS’s online Museum Store is full of 
stories, topics, and titles that tell the story and 
significance of women’s history in our region. 
From fashion to politics, and with options 
for all ages, you are sure to find something to 
love. 
With hundreds of unique items from over 40 
Ohio artists using 19th Century techniques, 
The MarketPlace at Hale Farm & Village 
strives to support a local and sustainable 
economy! Check out Hale Farm & Village’s 
Etsy shop to support local female artists and 
WRHS’s ongoing efforts to preserve and share 
the story of the Western Reserve!
www.etsy.com/shop/HaleFarmMarket-
Place 

■■■ Compiled by Sage Satori

49th Annual Lakeland 
Jazz Festival 
Friday, March 12 & Saturday, March 13 
The Annual Lakeland Jazz Festival is being 
held remotely this year and you can enjoy the 
music from the comfort of your own home. 
The Friday and Saturday evening concerts 
are free, and the link to access the schedule as 
well as the concerts can be found at
www.lakelandcc.edu/jazzfestival .

18th Annual Ice Wine 
Trail April 2021
Noon-5 pm Sundays thru Fridays; 11-5 
Saturdays (Check individual wineries for days 
open.)
Visit Debonne Vineyards, Ferrante Winery 
& Ristorante, Grand River Cellars Winery 
& Restaurant, Laurello Vineyards, Cask 307 
Winery, & South River Vineyards, and enjoy 
2 wine samples, an appetizer, and a logoed ice 
wine glass.
$6 pp at each winery ($1 will be donated to 
the local food banks.)
Go to www.wggrv.com for details

In Memory of Michael 
Stanley 
Our region 
mourns the loss 
of Cleveland icon, 
Michael Stanley. 
Born March 25th, 
1948 as Michael 
Stanley Gee, he 
spent most of his 
life as a singer/
songwriter and 
north coast legend. 
His music was 
significant in the 
soundtrack of the 
youth in north-
east Ohio and 
beyond.  In 1981, 
Michael Stanley 
Band (MSB), garnered national attention 
when the song “He Can’t Love You” made it 
to the Billboard Top 40. In his book, “MTV 
Uncensored,” author Jacob Hoye states that 
“He Can’t Love You” was the 47th video ever 
played on MTV. There are so many songs such 

as, “My Town”, “Lover”, “Rosewood Bitters”, 
and so many albums, such as Heartland, North 
Coast, and MSB, that take us back and make 
us realize just how much of an impact Michael 
had.
Stanley was the co-host of WJW Channel 8’s 
PM Magazine and Cleveland Tonight from 
1987-91. Most recently Michael engaged his 
fans on the airways of WNCX-FM in the af-
ternoon drive time slot. He had been an on-air 
personality with WNCX since 1990. His last 
show was February 19th.
In 2012 Stanley received the Cleveland Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters Excellence in Radio 
Award, and in 2019 The City of Cleveland 
renamed a section of Huron Avenue in down-
town Cleveland as Michael Stanley Way.
Michael passed on March 5, 2021, after suffer-
ing for several months with lung cancer.
Michael Stanley is survived by his wife Ilsa, 
his two daughters, and five grandchildren. 
WNCX says he will be laid to rest at Lake 
View Cemetery in a private ceremony, and 
the family asks that donations be made to the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank and Cleveland 
Animal Protective League in his memory.
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LOST SHEEP

BAND

Quarantined until
further notice!

Hope to see ya’ll in 2021!

ROB L
UNDI

ACO
UST

IC
 P

ROJE
CT

Saturday March 13th • 7-9:30pm
Grand River Cellars

Tuesday March 30th • 6-9 pm
Grand River Manor

Saturday April 7th • 6:30-9:30
Debonne Vineyards

••••••••••

•••••• V



North Coast Voice Magazine | northcoastvoice.com • (440) 415-0999 | March 10 - April 7, 2021  5

North Coast Voice

440-537-5758 • eric@usamgt.com
www.ericmichaelandrews.com
www.facebook.com/erockohio

3/12 • 8pm
Seeing Double, N Olmsted 

3/13 • 6:30pm
Element 41, Chardon 

3/17 • 8pm
Chagrin River Pub, Willoughby 

3/19 • 6pm
Beerhead, Concord 

3/20 • 3:30pm
Debonne Vineyards, Madison 

3/26 • 6pm
The Winery at Spring Hill, Geneva 

3/27 • 5:30pm
Stable Winery, Andover 

3/28 • 2:30pm
Debonne Vineyards, Madison 

Acoustic rock/pop covers... old to new!■■■ By Steve MadewellVPEDESTRIAN  RAMBLINGS Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries

Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva

440-466-4368

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

CBD
PRODUCTS

OPEN
YEAR

ROUND!

FEATURING
LOCAL

ARTISTS! ACCEPTING
EBT!

Boost your immune system! 
We have the products you need.

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sundays 1-3pm

Immune Boosters...

1000 mg. $35.99
1500 mg.  $45.99

CBD
I found myself taking a picture of the azure 
sky today. No clouds, no birds, just sky. I 
even moved around so I didn’t get any tree 
limbs in the picture, just a spectacular blue 
sky that gently graded in color intensity from 
west to east.
I was looking for an image for a Facebook 
Livestream later poster.
I recall when I was a little boy lying in the 
grass and watching clouds move across the 
sky. I had heard adults talk about seeing 
images in the clouds, but I always just saw 
clouds. But then again, I never felt the need 
to see animals, faces, or objects in order to 
be engaged in watching the clouds drift by, 
endlessly re-creating the engaging view.
Decades later, here I am awestruck with a 
simple empty sky.
It’s been a long year since Governor DeWine 
closed the bars and wineries and knocked a 
big hole in my travel and performance plans, 
and of course the cash flow I was expecting 
for 2020.
I first met Mike DeWine over thirty-five years 
ago, when I went canoeing with him and his 
family. We canoed several times on the Little 
Miami River in Greene County and once or 
twice on the Grand River here in Lake Coun-
ty. And I know him well enough to recognize 
that his actions last year were based on what 
he believed to be the best course of action 
for the well-being of the state. I don’t harbor 
any animosity toward him for doing what he 
believed to be right. However, I know some 
folks thought he was way out of line and 
some thought he wasn’t doing enough, but 
in his line of work, it is impossible to please 
everyone.
My son Phil and I had just played for an af-
ternoon Bloody Mary Bar at 1922 Coffee and 
Brew, and I was on my way home when MJ 
called. She wanted to know if I was listening 
to the radio, as the Governor was holding 
a news conference announcing that he was 
ordering the closure of non-essential services. 
I was just pulling into the drive when she 

called so I was able to catch the remainder of 
the news conference.
With tongue in cheek, I posted a video on 
Facebook called Covid Blues that got over 
4000 views in two weeks. But, as things pro-
gressed and continued to get worse, I stopped 
playing the song. Regardless of how you 
looked at things, it was not a laughing matter.
I had a series of gigs booked in eastern Ten-
nessee and a few based around a couple of 
trips to Michigan. I also had two trips planned 
to fishing lodges in Canada which would also 
involve a house concert or two.
The Governor’s actions resulted in a complete 
redirection for many of us for an indefinite 
period and of course, in a contentious election 
year, the entire situation became instantly polit-
icized. Extreme and often outrageous state-
ments were made, quotes were pulled out of 
context, and there was no escaping the clamor 
of bitter noise.
Slowly we began to discover a “new or tempo-
rary normal” and entertainment venues slowly 
began to operate under modified capacity and 
hours. And things appear to be heading in the 
right direction.
But here we are, 12 months later, hopeful and 
optimistic on the edge of the coming Spring. 
And today I found myself comfortably stand-
ing in the 47-degree ambient temperature while 
staring at an empty blue sky.
And maybe that is just what we need right now 
- an empty blue sky with the promise of Spring 
and an opportunity to truly start again.
I found myself thinking about one of my old 
friends, Hugh Pallister, as I was looking up. He 
had a voice message on his answering machine 
that asked the question, “Have you looked at 
the sky today? “
This morning I realized the wisdom of Hugh’s 
suggestive question with the great sense of 
hope and inspiration that came from simply 
looking at that empty blue sky.
I hope to see you rambling around.

Azure Sky
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& RESTAURANT& RESTAURANT

403 S. Broadway • Geneva • 440.466.5560

www.theoldmillwinery.com

COME
ENJOY OUR

COZY
FIREPLACE!

 $399 Includes Garlic Bread.
With purchase of beverage.

Add Meatballs or Sausage 99¢/ea. 
Add Side Salad $1.59
Dine-in or Carry-Out.

PASTA SUNDAY
Continues!

Closed Mondays • Tues-Thurs. 3-8pm
Fri. 3-8:30pm • Sat-Sun.  Noon-8:30pm

Kitchen closes 1/2 hr. earlier

Social distancing required. 
Masks are required for customers to 

enter at this time, ordered by the Governor.

Gift
Certificates
make great

gifts!

BURGER OF MONTH:
The Dublin Burger

Shaved Corned Beef, Swiss, Sauerkraut,
1000 Is Dressing atop our Wine Burger 

 served between Marbled Rye!

PIZZA OF MONTH:
The Reuben Pizza

BEER OF MONTH:
Great Lakes Dortmunder

Only

Weekday Beer Specials
on Domestics $2

We continue to offer curbside pickup

Not available 2/14

LENT
SPECIALS
SERVED EVERY FRIDAY!

Follow us on 
Facebook;
visit us on 

theoldmillwinery.com

SERVING REUBENS
ALL DAY

Wednesday 
March 17th!

K

K

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported

& Craft Beer

1520 Harpersfield Road
 Geneva • 440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

www.deersleapwine.com

Open 7-Days-a-Week 
for Lunch & DinnerDEER’S LEAP WINERY

Regular Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs. Noon-8 • Fri. & Sat. Noon-10

Offering a FULL FOOD SELECTION with
FULL BAR & social spacing for your protection.

We thank our customers for your support and hope
to return to normal business soon.

           In-house made pizza!
16”.....$999

14”.....$799

12”.....$599

TO-GO ONLY
PLEASE.
Includes cheese 
& pepperoni with additional 
items for 50¢ per selection. 

7-DAYS-A-WEEK
TO-GO PIZZA & WINGS

7-DAYS-A-WEEK
WINE SPECIALS!

Saturdays 6:30-9:30

3/12................Jimmy Ales
3/13................Two Kings
3/19................Gary of Sam & Gary
3/20 ...............Castaways
3/26 ...............Take II
3/27 ...............Tom Todd
  4/2................Jimmy Ales
  4/3................Take II
  4/9................Castaways
4/10................Gary

BandsLive

WING SPECIAL 
2lbs for 10.00 for eat in or take out!

VWINE 101
 By Donniella Winchell

Vidal Blanc….so versatile a grape
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This year the month of April will be devoted to the release of ice wines in northeast Ohio.  A 
cluster of wineries east of Cleveland, most in the Grand River Valley, attract tens of thousands 
of visitors to sip this luscious dessert wine during the first three Saturdays of the month.  The 
majority of these ice wines are made using the French-American hybrid, Vidal Blanc.  But 
Vidal also makes a lovely table wine.  
Its story is below.
Rather than being one of the French hybrids developed in the 19th century to combat phylloxe-
ra [a root louse that devastated French vineyards of the day], it was introduced in France about 
1930 by a breeder named Jean Louis Vidal.  He was looking for a wine to produce Cognac and 
he had some commercial success with the grape. 
It was imported to the eastern United States and Canada in the middle of the 20th century 
though, because of its winter hardiness.  Industry pioneer, Phillip Wagner of Boordy Vineyards 
in Maryland was among the first to tout its attributes to eastern growers.   
Vidal Blanc was widely planted by Ohio winemakers in the eighties and nineties to attract an 
emerging regional palate to some well make off-dry white wines.  The hardy, large, clustered 
grapes produce an aromatic wine that some compare to the better-known Viognier.   It grows 
well in our cool climate and is hearty enough to survive all but the most severe of winters, with 
at least some of it surviving the terrible 2013-15 Polar Vortex nightmares. 
For ice wines, Vidal’s tough skin and large cluster and its sturdy character make it a perfect 
grape to hang on the vine for 
weeks beyond the normal 
harvest season … and its 
intense fruit flavors and aromas 
provide the depth and character   
so important in our ice wines. 
It is picked, often in the dead 
of night or just before the sun 
rises by hardy souls bundled in 
ski worthy clothing. It is rushed 
to the cellars for crushing be-
fore the frozen berries thaw.  
As a table wine, Vidal has a 
very floral nose with grapefruit 
and pineapple notes. Its high 
acids are balanced by intense 
sugars, so most Vidal table 
wines are finished with a hint 
of sweetness.
The finished table wine from 
Vidal Blanc is delightful – and 
appeals to a wide range of wine 
lovers – from the most experi-
enced to those very new to the 
world of wine.  
Because of its versatility Vidal 
would be a perfect selection for 
your spring picnic or first party 
on the back deck when guests 
of all levels of sophistication 
gather in an informal atmo-
sphere.
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Entertainment

4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661 • LaurelloVineyards.com

 6-9 pm

A Boutique Winery featuring
Handcrafted, Award-Winning Wines.

Ice Wine
Festival�

Now Offering  Friday Lenten Specials

and Pepperoni Ball Thursdays

Hours: Sunday Noon-5:00 • Mon.& Tues.  Closed • Wed.  Noon-6:00
Thurs. Noon-8:00 • Fri.-Sat.  Noon-9:00

Fri. 3/12 ...... Kevin Philips 
Sat. 3/13 ...... Don Perry Duo
Fri. 3/19 ...... Mike Binder  
Sat. 3/20 ...... 2 Kings  
Fri. 3/26 ...... Paul Rost
Sat. 3/27 ...... Kelly & Randall
Fri. 4/02 ...... Good Friday CLOSED
Sat. 4/03 ...... Acoustic Joyride

Join us for Wine Growers 
of the Grand River Valley

During the month of April!  
Please visit our website for 

details regarding this year’s event.

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041

440-361-3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

Live Entertainment!

Entertainment will be limited. Check 
our website & FB page for updates.

We will be open weekends until further notice:
Fri: Noon-11 pm • Sat: Noon-11 pm • Sun: Noon-6 pm

We are always available for take-out wine orders.

Friday & Saturday 7-10p • Sunday 2-5p

Fri. 3/12 ..... Mitch Larson
Sat. 3/13 .... K Roll Procas
Sun. 3/14 ... Jimmy Ales
Fri. 3/19 ..... Take II
Sat. 3/20 .... FOGG
Sun. 3/21 ... Bob Potts Duo
Fri. 3/26 ..... Craig Day
Sat. 3/27 .... Prodigal Step Sons
Sun. 3/28 ... Ty’s Tunes
Fri. 4/2 ....... Trevor Scott
Sat. 4/3 ...... MMAD Mitch & Melissa
Sun. 4/4 ..... Closed Easter Sunday

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

Call for Spa Suite
   Room Reservations

Follow us on Facebook for event details

SPA
SUITE

ROOMS

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com

HOURS: Fri & Sat Noon-9pm

Wine friendly appetizers available.

                   Live Music 6-9
3/12 .....Doug Phillips
3/13 .....Jeffrey Glover
3/19 .....Writer's Round w/ Fred Oakman,
                Brooke Surgener & Josh Travis
3/20 .....Prodical Stepsons
3/26 .....Rhythm Connection
3/27 .....Baker's Basement
4/2 .......Kroll Procas
4/3 .......Tom Todd the amazing 1 man band
4/9 .......Jay B
4/10 .....SCC Jazz

Spring hours begin April 1st! 
Check website for details

Here is a great recipe to serve with this wonderful wine.  Make sure you 
choose some good quality stemware, add some crusty bread dipped in 
olive oil:  Casual elegance with little fuss.  

Crab and Avocado Salad with Fresh 
Grapefruit
2 avocados cut in half lengthwise, pits removed
½ pound jumbo lump crab meat, shells removed
1 head Bibb lettuce, cut into ¼ wide strips
1 grapefruit, peeled and segmented
¼ cup fresh cilantro leaves
Grapefruit Vinaigrette or a little Vidal Blanc wine
In a stainless steel bowl, gently toss the crab, lettuce, grapefruit and 
cilantro. Season with salt and pepper and just enough vinaigrette or wine 
to coat the ingredients. Serve over avocado. Enjoy. 
For additional information:  dwinchell@OhioWines.org 
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VNOW WE’RE TALKIN
 By Helen Marketti

THE MOSTEXPERIENCEDOFFICE IN THETRI-STATE
AREA

Richard D. DiBacco, D.P.M., F.A.C.F.A.S.
Board Certified: ABPS, ABQAURP

www.eriefootdoctors.com

Erie, PA
4420 Peach St. • (814) 864-4874

Meadville, PA
105 Mead Ave. • (814) 337-0404

Conneaut, OH
167-B W. Main St. • (440) 593-6476

V

PRESS OPERATORS  
& FIBERGLASS FINISHERS

Contact us:

OR APPLY ONLINE: www.TRNstaffing.com

Virtual interviews available.

Positions are available in  
Conneaut and North Kingsville.

These are full time, temp-to-hire  
positions on 2nd or 3rd shift.

Pay rate is $13.25-15.50/hr  
depending on location.

Weekly Pay, Direct Deposit,  
Benefits and Referral Bonuses.

(814) 774-3842
Erie@TRNstaffing.com

Shep, Danny, Steven Tyler, Alice Cooper

Danny Zelisko’s career as a concert promoter 
has spanned 47 years with an abundance of 
stories and experiences in between. One thing 
he has learned when working with famous rock 
stars and celebrities is that they are people just 
like us with the difference being their incredi-
ble talent that fans pay money to see. 
That’s where his job comes in as a concert 
promoter to connect the fans with their idols. 
Danny’s book, “All Exce$$, Occupation: 
Concert Promoter” (Danny Zelisko, 2020) is 
a fascinating and fun read for any music fan 
who is interested in how their favorite concerts 
came to fruition. Danny’s early beginning start-
ed while growing up in Chicago. As a young 
boy, he and his brother Jimmy would hang out 
at Wrigley Field and get autographs from the 
Chicago Cubs and the Chicago Bears. Danny 
was 11 years old when he started going to 
Wrigley Field by himself. “I took the bus and 
my parents never knew it,” he laughs. “Back 
then, players would park across the street from 
Wrigley Field by the fire station. There would 
be a group of us standing together as the play-
ers would walk into the stadium for either prac-
tice or game day. On many occasions, players 
would walk us into the ball park on game day. 
We didn’t have a ticket so we went in as their 
guest. Even then I knew it was a thrill.”
Over time, Danny became friendly with many 
of the ball players. He was already accessing 
backstage in a sense with getting to know these 
professional athletes and spending time with 
them. “I was working at being a little more 
endearing so I would be something more than 
a grubby little kid trying to get autographs. 
It was an honor when these guys noticed and 

A chat with Concert Promoter Danny Zelisko
acknowledged you. It made it so much more 
special.”
A special friendship that developed during 
that time was getting to know the late Chicago 
Bear’s running back, Brian Piccolo. Danny 
and Brian got to know each other and formed a 
friendship, so much so that Brian would drive 
Danny home after practice or game day. Many 
will remember Brian Piccolo’s story from the 
movie, Brian’s Song (1971) that detailed the 
friendship between he and Gale Sayers that 
followed Brian’s cancer diagnosis. After Brian 
Piccolo passed away, Danny never felt the 
same about going to Wrigley Field to see the 
Bears and eventually stopped attending. One 
of his early idol concert promoters was the 
legendary Bill Graham. Bill promoted concerts 
at The Fillmore (San Francisco) with legendary 
acts at the time such as Jefferson Airplane, 
Janis Joplin (Big Brother & The Holding Com-
pany), The Grateful Dead among many others. 
Danny was able to work with Bill for a short 
time and learned a lot from him. 
Many artists that Danny has booked over the 
years appear in his book with backstage stories 
and personal insight as he takes the reader on 
an incredible journey. He has worked with 
Alice Cooper, Paul McCartney, Jeff Beck, 
James Brown, Barbara Streisand, Stevie 
Wonder and the list is an exciting and endless 
trail of names. However, attached to those 
names is Danny who works hard behind the 
scenes to get the artist booked and the fans to 
attend. “Some artists you get to know better 
than others depending how often you get them 
booked at your venue. People are paying mon-
ey to see them. They are not coming to see me. 
I’m just the guy in the middle trying to make 
it happen. That in itself is a tricky arrange-
ment. Every show is different. Every artist is 
different. Everyone has a different personality. 
You can never predict what is going to happen. 
You don’t know their life or what happened to 
them before they arrived at your venue. They 
don’t know what is going on in your life either. 
Anything can happen. And yes, sometimes 
not-so-great-things happen but it shouldn’t be 
your lasting impression of an artist. You have 
to handle it right. You are always thinking on 
your feet. I have been doing this for 47 years. 
You don’t get there by accident.”
Over the years, Danny has saved enough 
memorabilia to secure a storage unit. “I was 
never sure what I was going to do with all of 
the stuff. You see an item and remember a story 
that goes along with it. I had the book idea in 

mind for at least ten years. I think it fills in 
a lot of the blanks regarding concerts and all 
that goes into it. Years ago, concerts were for 
weirdos and freaks and now just about ev-
eryone enjoys the concert experience. People 
attend because they want to feel the vibe.”
 “I have come across promoters who like 
being in the business. They seem to like the 
managers and other promoters. They embrace 
the business side of things but not the stage 
part whereas I was interested in all of it. Some 
promoters do not seem interested in the musi-
cians or their music. I know the words to most 
of the songs for the groups I promote. I sing 
along like everyone else. There are very few 
promoters who are friends with the artists or 
they never go to the front of the venue and see 
how an audience is responding. If you don’t, 
how do you know what you are really doing if 
you’re not checking to see how an audience is 
reacting,” said Danny. 
The pandemic this past year has thrown a 
monkey wrench into the lives and schedules 
of nearly everyone and concert promoters are 
feeling the pain. “I have had to cancel shows 
this past year which has been one of the hard-
est things to do. Right before the pandemic hit, 
I had booked John Fogerty and his band and 
then everything was called off. None of us had 
any road map to follow to navigate through 
this. I think shows will get booked again when 
the time is right. This is the first time we have 
had to deal with COVID-19. It’s been like the 
movie, Ground Hog Day, it never ends. It’s 
like the first time you have sex or being a first-
time parent, no one really knows what they are 
doing but you get through it and live to talk 
about it.” (laughs)
He continues, “I wanted readers to feel like 
they knew some of the artists I worked with as 
if they were there, too. It is a pleasure to share 
my stories and experiences with others. It is 
a fascinating profession that you would never 
learn about in a classroom or a text book. You 
can do whatever you want in life but you’re 
not going to get there overnight.”
www.dannyzeliskopresents.com 

Danny with new book
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The
Porch Rockers
           Band

Call Andy for bookings:
440.339.1069

facebook/theporchrockersband

Sun. 3/7...........2:30pm
"Just Andy" at Debonne Vineyards

 
Fri. 3/26..........7pm

The PR Band at Chagrin River PUB
 

Sun. 3/28..........2pm
The PR Band DUO at Hundley Cellars

 
Fri. 4/9..........6:30pm

"Just Andy" at Debonne Vineyards

216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic 

MITCH LARSON
3/12 • 7-10
Benny Vino

 
3/20 • 5:30-8:30

Stable Winery MMADuo 

3/21 • 2-5
Spring Hill • MMADuo 

3/26 • 5:30-8:30
Stable Winery  

4/2 • 6-9
Beerhead 

4/3 • 2-5
Hundley • MMADuo 

4/3 • 7-10
Benny Vino • MMADuo

St. Patrick’s Day may not be quite as festive 
in this year of the pandemic, but I am sure 
there will be wearin’ of the green, drinkin’ of 
the beer, toastin’ of the whiskey, and singin’ 
of the songs goin’ on somewhere. At a social 
distance, of course. Can’t stop the Irish from 
celebrating their roots. So let’s celebrate the 
traditional music of Ireland and Scotland, 
which has had a tremendous influence on 
American music.
What is roots music? The term is open to 
some interpretation. It’s not just one type 
or genre of music. Rather, it’s a term that 
encompasses a group of genres. An umbrel-
la under which several styles of music fall, 
especially when it comes to American music. 
In the great melting pot of America, where so 
many came with hope for a new life, from all 
over the globe, they brought their music with 
them. Throughout the decades, as cultures 
mingled, roots music took on different forms 
and gave birth to sub-genres like Americana 
and alt-country.
According to the PBS series, “American 
Roots Music,“ the term of the same name 
includes blues, bluegrass, Cajun, gospel, 
traditional country, zydeco, Tejano, and 
Native American. As different as these genres 
are, they all have one thing in common - their 
songs provide a glimpse into the culture, 
identity, and lived experiences of the groups 
from which they originate. So, the term “roots 
music” can be applied to traditional music of 
other countries. 
What many consider traditional Appalachian 
music has a rich and varied DNA, with influ-
ences drawn from Cherokee Indians, enslaved 
African Americans, and immigrants from the 
Scottish Highlands and the Ulster region of 
Ireland. The mountain region became a melt-
ing pot of musical traditions, accompanied by 
dancing and storytelling. The result formed 
part of what we now consider “Americana” 
music that encompasses folk, country, blue-
grass, and rock ‘n’ roll. 
The first non-native settlers of the Southern 
Mountains were English and Scotch-Irish. 
They brought their old songs and ballads with 
them. Irish immigrants created a large number 
of emigrant ballads once in the United States. 
These were usually “sad laments, steeped in 
nostalgia, and singing the praises... of their na-
tive soil while bitterly condemning the land of 
the stranger.” These songs include “Thousands 
Are Sailing to America” and “No Irish Need 
Apply”, though “Shamrock Shore” may be the 
most well known in the field.

Many times, songs were sung without any 
instrumental accompaniment. From the late 
1700′s to the Civil War era, instruments in the 
Southern Mountains were few and far between. 
During this time, one could find fiddles, three 
stringed dulcimers, and simple rhythm instru-
ments. After the Civil War, the banjo, brought 
in by the African influence, began its use to 
back up the singers. 
The oldest musical tradition which fits under 
the label of Celtic fusion originated in the rural 
American South in the early colonial period 
and incorporated Scottish, Scots-Irish, Irish, 
and African-American influences. The con-
nections between traditional Scottish and Irish 
music and Rock music are deep and go back 
to the origins of American music. As Elvis 
Costello put it:
“I started with rock n’ roll and . . . then you 
start to take it apart like a child with a toy and 
you see there’s blues and there’s country...
Then you go back from country into American 
music...and you end up in Scotland and Ireland 
eventually.”
Irish music caught on because, besides the sad 
ballads, it was basically lyrical dance tunes 
- jigs, reels and hornpipes and rousing rebel 
songs – music that appealed to most audiences. 
Furthermore, the instrumentation used - flute, 
fiddle, accordion, harmonica, to name a few, 
are universal and recognized within most West-
ern cultures. What started off as indigenous 
dance music of rural Irish society is all over the 
world today.

Here is a look at five popular, mainstream 
songs from different decades that have been 
influenced heavily by Irish traditional music.
“Rose Connolly” - The Everly Brothers: The 
Everly brothers weave their trademark harmo-
nies around the famous sound of Uillean pipes. 
“Galway Girl” - Steve Earle and Sharon 
Shannon: A modern-day love song with a lilt-
ing Celtic melody. The narrator falls and loses 
in love. Steve Earle’s lyrics and great mandolin 
playing make this a winner. Love the button 
box and variety of instruments.
“Whiskey in The Jar” -The Dubliners: Argu-
ably one of the most influential bands around, 
The Dubliners were Irish through and through 
and a proud group of talented musicians. This 
old Irish war song is still as popular as ever, 
and covered by musicians as diverse as Burl 
Ives, Thin Lizzy, and Metallica.

Celtic Fusion

“Fairytale of New York” – The Pogues with 
Kirsty MacColl: One of the most famous and 
recognizable melodies around, Celtic Punk 
band The Pogues perform an Irish style ballad 
the way it should be told, like a grand old 
opera. A story of the American Dream gone 
wrong.
“Danny Boy”: The infamous unofficial nation-
al anthem of Ireland. Its roots are ambiguous, 
but most agree they go way back to the terrible 
1690 Siege of Derry in Northern Ireland, where 
it began its life as simply a melody, known 
as “Derry Air”. Years later, it was heard by 
an English noblewoman, coming through the 
window of a teahouse, being played on a fiddle 
by a blind itinerant busker on the street. She 
asked if she could notate the tune for a fee and 
he agreed. The lyrics as we know them today 
were penned by her brother, British barrister 
and prolific songwriter, Frederick Edward 
Weatherly, in the late 17th century. Weatherly 
gave the song to the English opera singer Elsie 
Griffin, who introduced it to a wider audience. 
The first recording was made in 1915 by the 
German vocalist Ernestine Schumann-Heink. 
No matter the origins or the meaning, “Danny 
Boy” has still become the song of the Irish, 
with Irish people worldwide identifying with 
its words and associating it with their country’s 
struggle for independence. 

Women’s History Month is a celebration of 
women’s contributions to society and has been 
observed annually in the month of March in the 
United States since 1987. This year we may all 
be spending more time with our impressionable 
young daughters, granddaughters, and nieces 
than usual. What better way to enlighten and 
inspire our young girls than to expose them to 
truly heroic examples of what women can do. 
After all, the time is right for women to step up 
and straighten out this whole big mess!
“A Mighty Girl” is the world’s largest collec-
tion of books, toys, and movies for cultivation 
of smart, confident, and courageous girls. 
It features over 4000 books about self-em-
powered women who have left a mark on the 
world - from Joan of Arc to Eleanor Roosevelt 
to Beyonce’. Strong women from across the 
board - scholars, inventors, sports figures, 
authors, artists, activists, musicians, and more. 

Women’s History 
Month
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NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

Fortney Dental Group
299 South Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041

440-466-2721
Hours by appointment including evenings & Saturdays • Serving Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga Counties

www.fortneydental.com

Preventative Services: Hygiene Therapy
Periodontal Screenings & Maintenance | Oral Cancer Screening

Technology: CEREC – One visit crowns

Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns and Veneers | Implants | Teeth Whitening

Other Procedures: Root Canal Therapy | Dentures | Tooth Colored Fillings
Extractions | Infections | Trauma | Denture Repairs

 
Financing:

We accept Cash, Check, Visa, MasterCard, and Discover
Financing available through third party options such as Care Credit

It’s Never Too Late
   To Have a Great Smile!

Listen online at gold937fm.com

Billie

Lee Daniel’s new 
biopic “The United 
States vs. Billie 
Holiday” has gen-
erated a lot of buzz 
about the legendary 
singer and her 
iconic protest song, 
“Strange Fruit.” “A 
Mighty Girl” offers 
several books about 
the troubled singer 
which focus on the positive aspects of her life 
and are age-appropriate for young readers. My 
favorites:
Mister and Lady Day: Billie Holiday and 
the Dog Who Loved Her
Billie Holiday had fame, style, a stellar voice, 
big gardenias in her hair, and lots of dogs. She 
had a coat-pocket poodle, a beagle, Chihua-
huas, a Great Dane, and more, but her favorite 
was a boxer named Mister. Mister was always 
there to bolster her courage through good 
times and bad. The simply told story focuses 
on the loving bond between Billie Holiday and 
her treasured boxer. An author’s note deals 
more directly with the singer’s troubled life, 
and includes a little-known photo of Mister 
and Lady Day! (Age 4 – 8) Current Price: 
$7.99
Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday and the Power 
of a Protest Song is the story of how two out-
siders -- Billie Holiday, a young black woman 
raised in poverty, and Abel Meeropol, the son 
of Jewish immigrants -- combined their talents 
to create a song that challenged racism and 
paved the way for the Civil Rights Movement. 
(Ages 7 – 10) Current Price: $19.99 
I can’t say enough about this line of books 
for young girls and women. Of course, my 
favorites are the women of music, and they got 
‘em - Aretha Franklin, Elizabeth Cotton, Rita 
Moreno, Ella Fitzgerald, Marian Anderson. 
Check them out online for bios of many more.

Dolly

Dolly Parton made 
the news recently 
for contributing 
$1 million for 
vaccine research to 
Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, which worked 
with Moderna to 
develop a corona-
virus vaccine. The 
federal government 
eventually invested 
$1 billion to create 
and test the vaccine, but it was Ms. Parton’s 
money that funded the “critical” early stages of 
the research. 
Dolly has several books available online and 
through your favorite bookstore:
The My First - Little People, BIG DREAMS 
series takes the biographies from the popular 
Little People, BIG DREAMS picture book se-
ries and adapts them for younger readers. “My 
First Dolly Parton” is basically a picture book. 
(Ages 1 – 3) Current Price: $6.00 
Dolly tells her simple story of growing up “as 
poor as dirt” in Tennessee, and her path to 
musical superstardom, how she never forgot 
where she came from, and now uses her wealth 
to give back to people, children, and animals in 
need. (Ages 5 – 9) Current Price: $16.00
She Come by It Natural: Dolly Parton and the 
Women Who Lived Her Songs focuses on the 
particular vulnerabilities — and strengths — 
of women in working poverty. Dolly sang for 
the women who go unheard: the poor woman, 
the pregnant teenager, the struggling mother 
disparaged as “trailer trash.” Parton’s broader 

The common denominator: they all achieved 
incredible things, yet each began life as a child 
with a dream.
The mini-biographies of famous and inspiring 
women are categorized by age group, from 
pre-school through elementary and teen to 
adult, with material appropriately presented for 
that group. The books are beautiful, with great 
illustrations. Available on Amazon. Forget the 
kids – I want every one of these books!!

career from “girl singer” managed by power-
ful men to leader of a self-made business and 
philanthropy empire — offers a springboard to 
examining the intersections of gender, class, 
and culture. (Age: Adult) Current Price: $16 

Happy Spring!
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VMOVIE REVIEWS
 By Westside Steve Simmons westsidesteve.com

Westside

Steve

Follow me at Facebook
Westside Steve Simmons!

www.westsidesteve.com

Sat. 3/6 • 8:00 PM
Sully's Irish Pub, Medina 

   
Sat. 3/13 • 6:30 PM

Firehouse Grill, Malvern OH 
 

Mon. 3/15 • Show 10:00 PM
Island Time Radio 

    10 p.m. until 1 a.m. 
I co-host the

Saint Patrick's Day Edition
on www.wbwc.com

 
Wed. 3/17 • 5:00 PM

On Tap, Medina 
Hoping for the biggest

Saint Patrick's day party ever!

Chaos walking
Lionsgate|PG-13.|109 min
Since the Voice is a monthly, sometimes it’s 
hard to decide among movies to review. If 
there something I feel strongly about it doesn’t 
worry me that it might have been out for a 
while before publication, especially now that 
streaming has made the windows of viewer-
ship a little bit wider. If the choices    don’t 
seem special, I might opt for the most recent 
release and that’s the case with CHAOS 
WALKING, kind of a post apocalypse dysto-
pia science fiction yarn set in the reasonably 
near future.  I usually like that genre but to 
be honest there were a few red flags before I 
even got in the car.1st of all CHAOS WALK-
ING is one of those titles that somebody 
thought sounded cool but really doesn’t mean 
anything. 2nd the previews which too often 
give away the entire plot, were both vague 
and just a little bit boring.  (Well, I guess that 
kind of does give away the whole film…) 
It’s not often that you catch yourself nodding 
off during the trailers…  3rd it was pretty 
obvious that most of this film was going to be 
set outdoors in the woods or fields.  Since it’s 
a sci -fi film that tells me there’s not enough 
money for sets and effects. Of course, none 
of those things are deal breakers if there’s a 
great story great script and great acting. Hey, 
it could happen right? Alas one has to buy a 
ticket and sit through a few minutes before 
finding out those elements don’t exist either. 
There are, however, some slightly interesting 
(but basically meaningless) factors here. The 
most pervasive one is something called the 
Noise. CHAOS WALKING is set in a place 
called New World, a planet with atmosphere 
and vegetation very similar to Earth. As is so 
often the case, the people of Earth have ruined 
the place environmentally and have found a 
new place to colonize.  But there’s a catch, on 
this world for some inexplicable reason the 
thoughts of the men, but NOT the women, are 
audible to everyone else and that phenomenon 
is called the Noise.  By the way, even with 
a limited budget, the producers had enough 

money to purchase one special effect which is 
the ghostly swirling of the words around every-
one’s head as their thoughts are exposed.  (No 
doubt the director wanted to get his money’s 
worth because the effect is used in every single 
scene.)  Because of the Noise or some other 
nonsensical reason somebody has decided 
to kill all the women in a particular settle-
ment.  Nobody figured out that’s a bad move 
if sustaining a colony to repopulate the planet 
is the goal, but it doesn’t take long to figure 
out that most of these guys are crazy to begin 
with.  That is with the exception of Todd, (Tom 
Holland) the youngest member of the colony 
probably in his late teens and has never seen a 
woman. Now after all these years there’s anoth-
er huge spaceship full of colonists on its way to 
New World.  They have sent a pair of scouts to 
scope out the situation before the ship lands but 
the pod crashes and only Viola, (Daisy Ridley) 
survives.  She and Todd form a romantic bond 
and escape to the next settlement just ahead 
of crazy mayor Dave (Mads Mikkelsen) and 
his hit squad. (Another puzzling fact is that 
the next village seems like it’s little more than 
walking distance away. 
 Neither director Doug Liman nor any of the 
lead characters seem to be newcomers so I was 
particularly surprised by this slipshod produc-
tion.  I actually gave it a little extra credit just 
because the story wasn’t exactly the same old 
thing but that’s nowhere near enough to save 
this one,  just barely enough to keep you from 
falling asleep.
D+ 
WSS

Crisis
Quiver|PG-13|118 min
There are few actors I will always go to see in 
a starring role. There are some, for example 
Sean Connery, whose pure charisma trans-
forms whatever character they’re playing into 
themselves and there are others who transform 
themselves into a completely unique character. 
Gary Oldman is in that second group and in 
my opinion one of the best of all time. He’s 
run the gamut disappearing into such roles 

as Sid Vicious and Dracula, and now Tyrone 
Brower, a milquetoast college professor/ 
scientific researcher in charge of a lucrative 
but shady study of a cutting-edge narcotic in 
line for FDA approval. The drug itself has been 
billed as more effective than oxy and much less 
addictive which will surely mean billions upon 
billions for the company. Here’s where one 
of the first inconsistencies pops up. With only 
days to go before approval Dr. Brewers team 
finds out a disturbing occurrence in a study 
involving mice. Apparently on rodents the drug 
works great in the first 7 days but if usage is 
prolonged until 10 the addiction is more severe 
than oxy or even morphine and laboratory is 
now littered with dead mice. (It seems like that 
would have been found out months ago, right?) 
Now does that necessarily mean the results will 
translate exactly into humans? Who knows but 
I thought they would have found this out years 
before in the preliminary studies given the 
7-10-day range? Anyway... the doctor’s report 
meets with pretty severe backlash, threats and 
even blackmail from not only the company but 
the college who needs the research money.
Storyline number two. There are drugs a lot 
worse than oxycodone and one of them is fake 
oxycodone made with fentanyl; much more 
addictive, much stronger and much deadlier. 
Being more concentrated it’s also much easier 
to smuggle. Crisis opens with a young man 
smuggling a load of fentanyl-based pills for a 
Montréal-based kingpin called Mother. Moth-
er’s adversary is a Straight Arrow drug cop 
Jack Kelly (Armie Hammer) who has gone un-
dercover to break up the cartel. Kelly’s sister is 
a hopeless drug addict so he has an extra axe to 
grind.  Plus, there's a romantic hook. Remem-
ber the dead kid from early in the movie? Well, 
he just happens to have an attractive mother 
and coincidentally, another goal of agent Kelly 
is to find out who killed him
 I guess the idea of this film is to try to bridge 
the gap between social commentary and action 
film which reminded me a little bit of THE 
INSIDER the Russell Crowe film about the 
tobacco industry. The idea there was to make 
the tobacco companies seem as evil as al-Qaida 
and that’s the treatment big pharm gets here. I 
actually have no idea how accurate portrayals 
are but keep in mind that cigarettes and oxyco-
done are still perfectly legal. To be honest the 
action is hard to come by until the very end. 
Because of that I had it grading out as a C  for 
most of the film but by the decent cop show 
climax it climbed up to a C+.
WSS

Nomadland
Searchlight |R.|110 min
“They say some people are different now ain’t 
that a crying shame? Wouldn’t be a real drag if 
we were all the same?”   That’s a line from an 
old song by Savoy Brown but I think it sort of 
sums up my idea of Nomadland, a film written, 
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Listen To
and have a six-pack on us!

Make requests at
Facebook.com/WFXJTheFox

check out
www.tomtoddmusic.com 

for more information & pictures

TOM TODD THE AMAZING
ONE-MAN-BAND

Fri. 3/12 • 6-9:00
Beerhead, Concord Twp.

Wed. 3/17 • 2-6:00
with  Julie Slattery

at Willoughby Eagles  

Sat. 3/20 • 2-6:00
Old Firehouse Winery  

Sat. 3/27 • 6:30-10
Deer's Leap Winery

Sat. 4/3 • 6-9
Buccia Vineyards, Conneaut

Red light green light
Well, it looks like the state is starting to open 
up a little bit and some states opening up a 
little bit more which means maybe more busi-
ness for the movie theatres? I certainly hope 
so. That being said I know plenty of people 
are still scared to death and are planning on 

staying in their homes indefinitely. We talk 
about streaming cable series on occasion and 
this isn’t really a review of any of them just a 
little bit of news which admittedly might be 
obsolete by the time we go to print.  For in-
stance, the Golden Globe awards just came out 
and that may prompt cable services to change 
their mind about some planned cancellations. 
One in particular is The Crown, a popular 
show that was on the chopping block thanks 
to the bean counters at Netflix. Same deal for 
Ozark. Both of which received nominations 
for best dramatic series and The Crown took 
the gold. Both were slated for cancellation but 
the award along with the fans might breathe 
new life into them. Keep in mind I don’t have 
a huge amount of respect for awards shows 
these days but still they carry some weight in 
the industry.  In case you need another reason 
to not respect the Globes, Hamilton lost out 
in the musical or comedy category to the 
worst movie I saw all year Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm.
 Some popular shows that I never got next to 
have been renewed for another season; It’s 
Always Sunny in Philadelphia, This is Us, 
Stranger Things, The Handmaid’s Tale over 
on Hulu, Archer, The Bachelor, The Voice, 
American Horror Story, Shark Tank, and 
NCIS, (still rolling after 18 seasons), Doctor 
Who, Outlander, American Dad, Fuller House, 
America’s Got Talent, Hell’s Kitchen, Bull, 
Dancing with the Stars, and Showtime’s Bil-
lions, are still breathing.  It’s been a few years 
since I regularly watched The Simpsons or 
South Park but they keep rolling along.
 A few others I didn’t watch but plenty of peo-
ple did; Lucifer which didn’t last long on Fox 
but the owners sold it to Netflix and now it 
appears they have pulled the plug. Tim Allen’s 
resilient Last Man Standing, Supernatural, 
after 15 seasons, Homeland starring Claire 
Dane, GLOW, Shameless, Schitt’s Creek, 
Dead To Me, The Walking Dead, Hawaii 5 0, 
Conan O’Brien, and Vikings (I lost touch with 
that one after 3 seasons) all got the battle axe. 
Also, Survivor doesn’t survive after 40 sea-
sons and after 32 years the always entertaining 
COPS ends its shift.
 Some shows that I love, or at least like pretty 
well, Better Call Saul, the Marvelous Mrs. 
Maizel, Yellowstone, The Sinner, Taboo, 
Goliath, The Boys, and Cobra Kai are all set 
for another run. So is Westworld, even though 
I couldn’t get through the 2nd season I might 
try it again. Bosch, an excellent cop show, 
is working on a season 7 which will be the 
finale.  Even though I haven’t seen the 1st 
season, the 2nd season of Amazon’s ridicu-
lously expensive Lord Of The Rings series is 
in the works.  Luckily Jeff Bezos doesn’t have 
to worry about the cost.
 There are certainly dozens of other shows 
but for those of you who plan on staying in 
the basement in front of the TV for the next 
couple of years these suggestions should help 
you pass the time.
WSS

directed, edited, and co-produced by Chloe 
Zhao, based on a non-fiction novel by Jessica 
Bruder and starring Frances McDormand as 
Fern, a woman who leaves her small-town life 
to travel through the American West as part of 
a loosely knit group of other modern-day ho-
bos.  These are all capable intelligent resource-
ful people who have just, for one reason or an-
other, decided not to live within the boundaries 
that most of us see as normal.  Similar to the 
hobos of the early 20th century these people 
are not completely adrift; they have friends, 
routines, schedules and full lives that just don’t 
happen to revolve around a permanent home.  
And every one of them has their own personal 
story of why, how and when they decided to 
make the transition. Make no mistake these 
folks are not the mentally ill homeless we think 
of sleeping in the streets of San Francisco and 
other cities, they’ve just traded a house or an 
apartment for a ramshackle but utilitarian RV.  
This film centers on one group of nomads, I’m 
sure there are more, whose travels take them 
to different locations at different times. One of 
those locations is an Amazon fulfilment center 
where the group will camp and work during 
the busy seasons save their money and move 
along when the rush is over.
While Nomadland is based on a nonfiction 
novel, it’s not a true documentary. The story 
involved is fictitious though easily could have 
happened and there are actors playing some 
of the parts. Still, many of those on screen 
are actual members of the nomad community 
and some had no idea which of the characters 
were actually actors. When Bob, the actual 
leader of the group, found McDormand was in 
fact an actress he told her he had no idea. She 
responded “That’s my job Bob.”
This one is off the beaten path and irresistible. 
I’m betting McDormand gets a best actress 
nomination at the very least.
A
WSS 
P.S. It looks like the golden globe agreed with 
me because this one won best dramatic film. 
My opinion on best comedy and musical are 
the complete opposite, by the way. 
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WATERFRONT FRONTLINEV
 

 By Justin Thompson

Off  The Wooden Spool

Etsy: Off TheWoodenSpool

off thewoodenspool@gmail.com

Can be found at my Esty Shop
https://www.etsy.com/shop/OffTheWoodenSpool

And For The Movie Lovers

Handmade Face Masks
For The Music Lovers����" -8C-AB�
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WIDE OPEN SPACES
Can you find the hidden words? They may be

horizontal, vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards
BUSH,
CHAMPAIGN,
COMMON,
COUNTRYSIDE,
DESERT, FIELD,
GRASSLAND, 
GREEN,
HAYFIELD,
HINTERLAND,
LEA,
LLANO,
MEADOW, MOOR,
OUTBACK,
PADDOCK,
PAMPAS,
PARK,
PASTURELAND,
PLAIN,
RURAL,
SALT FLATS,
SAVANNA,
SNOWFIELD,
STEPPES,
TUNDRA,
WASTELAND,
WILDERNESS.

Standing on the lakeshore on a sunny day, you 
can see the various hues and shades of blues and 
greens in the water. Dancing on the surface, the 
light reflects back as if it was bouncing off crys-
tals hidden somewhere just below. It’s days like 
these that I count myself blessed living here in 
Northeast Ohio. Walking through meadows and 
Metroparks, along ridges and in gulfs, I find that 
the aesthetic beauty of this world always warms 
my heart. Even on the coldest of days, when the 
snow is billowing down, I am content knowing 
the treetops will twinkle in the moonlight and 
that children will be out having snowball fights 
and making snowmen. The cold winter weather 
is just about over, as the vernal equinox brings 
longer days and warmer weather. Now begins 
the work of the land:  crocuses and daffodils, 
tulips and trillium, and soon the landscape will 
be dotted with weeds and wildflowers as the 
growing season starts to take root. 
While farming is hard work, and the weather 
doesn’t always like to agree with the farmer, it 
is a noble vocation. What could be nobler than 
ensuring that your children, family, friends, and 
neighbors are alive because of your hard work? 
This is the case with farmers, as the literal fruits 
of their labor provide the sustenance needed 
to feed people all over the world. In truth, as 
technological as our society has become, much 
of America is still devoted to farming. Now, it’s 
true that the number of individual farmers has 
fallen in recent decades as the so-called Super 
Farms have grown in both size and number. But 
there is a current desire, and indeed a necessity, 
for small-scale farming to make a resurgence. 
Over the past year, small gardening courses have 
increased in number and capacity as the demand 
has grown. Seed companies online have been 
selling out of popular seeds, and the number of 
farming and gardening books on Amazon has 
skyrocketed. Locally, there are a number of 
organizations that offer classes, and both socially 
distanced in-person and online classes are avail-
able for beginning and intermediate gardeners 
and growers. 
There is a certain pleasure that comes from 
eating food that you’ve grown yourself. The 
tomatoes taste better, the strawberries are sweet-
er, and then there’s the satisfaction of knowing 
what you’re eating is natural, healthy, and free 
of residual pesticides (if you choose not to use 
them anyway). While I didn’t enjoy working in 
the garden as a child, I have since found there is 
a certain peace and tranquility that comes from 
being amidst nature and spending time in the 
garden. There is a sense of awe that comes over 
you when you’re working on a beautiful day in a 
garden or out in the fields if you’re farming. I’ve 
worked in a number of vineyards throughout 
Ohio’s Wine Country and several times I found 
myself succumbing to a sense of awe. Working 
in lush green vineyards with blue skies pol-
ka-dotted with white fluffy clouds, an occasional 

Nature in the Northeast
soaring bird overhead, and a nice light breeze, re-
ally makes you appreciate the beauty of the world 
and all the opportunities that come along with it. 
Some days I would just laugh to myself thinking 
about how lucky I was to be getting paid to work 
outside in such magnificent splendor.
All of this comes at a price though; the natural 
world needs protecting and it is our responsibility 
to ensure that our children and grandchildren are 
left with a world as beautiful and healthy as the 
one we have been fortunate enough to have expe-
rienced. The future is never certain, and always 
requires work and safeguarding. Just as the food 
we consume needs to be planted and tended by 
farmers and growers, so too do the natural beauty 
of the Lake and the integrity of very air that we 
breathe need protecting from sources of pollution 
and degradation. 
To have been born into one of the richest coun-
tries on Earth, with some of the best farmland and 
most beautiful natural landscapes is a blessing. 
However, as the saying goes - of those whom 
much is given, much is asked. It is our responsi-
bility, as stewards of the earth, to leave the world 
a better place for having been a part of it. That is 
why, I humbly ask that you spend some time in 
nature and experience the serenity and tranquility 
that comes from this place.
As you reflect upon the majesty that is our world, 
please consider donating to local environmental 
organizations such as Ashtabula County Water 
Watch, The Nature Conservancy Center, Kids for 
Positive Change, or any other local environmental 
and/or educational organizations that are working 
to protect the integrity and intrinsic, aesthetic, 
and insurmountable value that the earth provides 
us here in Northeast Ohio. Organizations like 
My Neighborhood Collaborative, and all of the 
various farmers’ markets throughout the region, 
help support local farmers and growers while 
providing healthy locally-grown food to those in 
our own communities that need food. However, 
these organizations need your help as well.  The 
last year with COVID-19 has not been easy on 
most small businesses, let alone nonprofits who 
have been unable to host events and conduct 
annual fundraisers like normal. So, if you are able 
to, please spend some time out in nature, support 
your local communities, and donate to help pro-
tect the world we love and appreciate. 
Thank you.
www.acww.us  
Northeast Ohio resources www.gcbl.org/live/
food/gardening
Anyone with an interest in gardening classes or 
Ashtabula Co. local food can contact: Ashtabu-
laLocalFood@Gmail.com
The Trillium Center also offers online classes 
in herbalism which can be found at https://trilli-
umcenter.org/offerings
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Across
1. Young pig
6. Circuit
9. Lose velocity
13. Coconut meat
14. Poorly
15. Ignominy
16. Warning device
17. Indicating maiden name
18. Oasis
19. Fall back
21. Intransigent
23. Evergreen tree
24. Move very slightly
25. Pouch
28. Estimate the value of
30. Someone belonging to a 
group organization
35. Form of transport
37. Bellow
39. Strainer
40. Ramble
41. Euphony
43. Block
44. Awry
46. Small stream
47. One of two contesting groups
48. Roof of the mouth
50. Of an obscure nature

52. Snakelike fish
53. Alleviate
55. Part of a circle
57. Defensive embankment
61. Liberty
65. Keep away from
66. Lubricant
68. Solitary
69. Stupid mistake
70. Metal-bearing mineral
71. Target used in archery
72. Dainty
73. Church bench
74. Gymnastic apparatus

Down
1. Indication of damage
2. One playing period in golf
3. Translucent mineral
4. An orderly arrangement
5. Meddle
6. Telephone connection
7. Beer
8. Type of fold in fabric
9. Fake
10. Volcanic rock
11. Portent
12. Moved away
15. Has in common

20. Teem
22. Lacking in light
24. Shore, as a resort
25. Latchet
26. Fragrance
27. Raise trivial objections
29. Term of enlistment
31. Failure to hit
32. Contradict
33. Dodge
34. Renegade
36. Tableland with steep edges
38. Irritate
42. Well-defined
45. Unwavering
49. Auricle
51. Deliver a sermon
54. Crouch
56. Stringed instrument
57. Flat float
58. Affirm
59. Small burrowing mammal
60. Heap
61. Moved through the air
62. Movable barrier
63. Burden
64. Boundary line
67. Anger

By Mark Millberg

“Oh, I like Ukuleles, they always make you 
smile. Whatever trouble comes your way, it’ll 
be OK in a little while.”
That’s part of the first verse of a song by Joe 
Brown, the British pop star. There are any 
number of songs about this stringed instru-
ment. Since I have played one off and on for 
70 years, I would just like to share some of the 
things I love about this instrument. 
Now you might ask: “Who plays one (besides 
me, of course)?” How about George Harri-
son of The Beatles? It is said that Harrison 
would carry some in his car and give them to 
whomever wanted one. Paul McCartney, Jeff 
Lind, Joe Brown, Taylor Swift, the list goes on. 
Here’s one: Cliff “Ukulele Ike” Edwards. Nev-
er heard of him? Sure, you have. He was the 
voice of Jiminy Cricket in Disney’s Pinocchio. 
I could go on, but you get the point.
Why am I going on and on you ask? Well the 
answer is to lay some groundwork as to why I 
love it so much. For one thing, it’s small, it’s 
light, it’s easy to play, and it’s just plain fun. 
They come in three or four sizes: soprano, the 
smallest and least expensive, tenor, and bari-
tone. They are light and easy to carry and they 
are very easy to play. If you pick one up and 
just strum it, you are already playing music, a 
“C” chord. 
The strings are nylon so they don’t hurt your 

For the Love of the Uke
fingers much. They are not intimidating. If you 
go into a music store and see one hanging on 
the wall, listen carefully and you can hear it 
say, “Play me! You can do it!”
Mostly, they are just plain fun. If you learn 
one chord, you can play dozens of songs. If 
you learn two chords, or three chords, you can 
play hundreds of songs. The biggest problem 
with ukuleles is that years ago, because of their 
size, they were put into the toy category. You 
may remember back in elementary school, you 
probably played a recorder. In Canada, they 
start with a ukulele.
You can play anything you want on the ukulele 
- classical, jazz, bluegrass, country, pop, rock 
and roll, folk, etc. The ukulele has been around 
for a very long time. This is what is called the 
third wave of popularity. The second wave 
was after WWII when Hawaiian music was 
all the rage. My mom worked in a music store 
(Simon’s Music Store) in Ashtabula, and taught 
Hawaiian guitar and played in a Hawaiian 
band called the “Moanalua Islanders.” They 
even had a radio show in Erie, PA. There was 
always a ukulele around in the house. Mom 
taught me a few chords and I’d play for hours. 
The first wave was after the turn of the century. 
I don’t remember that one. 
There are groups, clubs, and get-togethers 
around where you can get together with other 
like-minded people and have a good time. 

There are festivals where you can spend a day 
or a weekend playing and singing. There are 
even ukulele cruises. I plan to go on one 
of those!
The possibilities for learning, 
having fun, and meeting new 
friends is endless. Even if you 
think you can’t play, sing, or 
carry a tune in a bucket, ukulele 
players will help you, support you, 
and cheer you on.
Well, I guess I’ve rambled on 
enough. I hope this might have 
sparked a little interest and ex-
plained a little about this terrific 
little instrument. If you are 
interested in learning more or 
have any questions, email me at 
mmillberg10@icloud.com.
Just one more thing: If 
you need an excuse, 
this pandemic is 
perfect. You’ve 
probably finished 
all the chores 
you’ve been put-
ting off, so now 
is the perfect 
opportunity to 
learn to play 
music and 
the ukulele 
is the perfect 
instrument to 
learn on.
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Your FM Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers!

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

www.magic1025.comHEAR EVERY OSU
FOOTBALL GAME ON 97.1FM
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