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OLD FIREHOUSE
WINERY
5499 Lake Road East
Geneva-on-the Lake, Ohio
Open 7 days year round!

SEE INSIDE BACK COVER FOR HOURS,
MUSIC, & EVENTS
www.oldfirehousewinery.com

Hand Crafted Award-Winning Wines
FOR ENTERTAINMENT AND
EVENTS, SEE OUR AD ON PG. 7

Hours: Sunday. Noon-5:00, Mon.-Tues.
Closed, Wed. Noon-6:00, Thurs. Noon8:00, Fri.-Sat. Noon-9:00

6451 N. RIVER RD., HARPERSIELD, OHIO

1520 Harpersfield Road Geneva •
440-466-1248

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

4573 Rt. 307 East, Harpersfield, Oh
440.415.0661

Hours: Wed. and Thurs. 3-7
Fri. and Sat. 12 - 8 • Sun. 12 - 6
Closed Mon. and Tues.
WWW.HUNDLEY CELLARS.COM

www.laurellovineyards.com
wineabit@laurellovineyards.com

Join us for Live Music
every weekend!

Live Music every weekend!
See pg. 6 for details
Hours: Sun-Thurs: Noon-8pm
Fri & Sat: Noon-10pm

www.deersleapwine.com

Entertainment every weekend! See pg. 7
Thursday Noon – 6
Friday & Saturday Noon – 11pm
Sunday Noon – 6pm

APRIL HOURS
Restaurant: Wed. & Thurs. 12-8
Fri. & Sat. 12-9, Sunday 1-6

Tasting Room: Mon. & Tues. 11-5

Wed. & Thurs. 11-8, Fri. & Sat. 11-9,
Sunday 1-6

5585 N. River W, Geneva, Ohio 44041
(440) 466-8466
www.ferrantewinery.com

834 South County Line Road
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041
440.361.3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com
winemaker26@gmail.com

Estate Vineyards & Award-Winning Wines
SPRING HOURS - Open 7 days a week!
Sun - Thurs 12-6pm • Fri & Sat 12-8pm

Live Music Schedule

Saturdays 5-8pm (Under our covered patio)

April 10th - Craig Day
April 17th - Jim Ales
April 24th - Ernest T Band
May 1st - Melissa and Mitch
May 8th - Steve Madewell

636 State Route
534 Harpersﬁeld
440.361.4573
kosicekvineyards.com

Stop in for Ice Wine Tasting specials
the entire month of April
KV Sweatshirt Appreciation Day!
Sunday, April 11th 12-6 ( in pavilion)
Wear your KV Sweatshirt for specials and surprises!

Please follow kosicekvineyards.com for current Covid guidelines

OHIO WINE COUNTRY

WINERY GUIDE
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ON THE BEAT

Earth Day Affair at
Buccia Vineyard
A wine and artisan fair for conservation
Saturday, April 24 1-5 PM
Event Schedule:
11:00-1:00 Beach Cleanup – Conneaut Township Park
1:00-5:00 Festival with vendors of locally
produced artisanal and/or natural products
1:30 Dr. Paul Mechling of Snowy Oak Tree
Farm, Pierpont, OH
Winner 2019 Ohio Tree Farm of the Year
Dr. Mechling will talk about Earth Day
history and facts, current conservation efforts
and their current successes with sustainable
forestry at Snowy Oak.
1:45 2021 Recipient Award Announcement Buccia Earth Day Rosé fund. Buccia donates
$2 of proceeds from every bottle sold of our
Earth Day Rosé to local conservation efforts.
The 2020 recipient was the Nature Conservancy Morgan Swamp Preserve.
2:00-5:00 Live music from Touch of Grey
(See Buccia ad on page 7 for winery details.)

FEATURED WINES: Vidal Blanc Ice Wine &
Cherry Bourbon Ice Wine
Hours for the Trail: Sunday thru Friday Noon5; Saturday 11-5.

Ferrante Winery & Ristorante
APPETIZER: Peach, Apricot, Ricotta Pursette
FEATURED WINE: Vidal Blanc Ice Wine &
Mom’s Apple Pie Riesling
Hours for the Trail: Sunday thru Friday Noon5; Saturday 11-5.

Grand River Cellars Winery &
Restaurant
APPETIZER: Asian Bourbon Meatballs with
Sesame Seeds topped with White Balsamic
Pickled Cucumbers
FEATURED WINE: Vidal Blanc Ice Wine &
Maple Ice Wine
Hours for the Trail: Sunday thru Friday Noon5; Saturday 11-5

APPETIZER: Pistachio Gelato Crunch Sundae

Debonne Vineyards
APPETIZER: Apricot-Pistachio Cracker
Toasts w/Whipped Cream Cheese & Hot
Honey

Advance purchase event visit
www.ohiowines.org for reservation.

Out-of-the-Box Concert
Series April 14th
Music America announced today that Carlos
Jones & the PLUS Band will be doing a
live stream on April 14th from the Music Box
Supper Club as part of Season 2 for the “Out
of the Box” concert series. The show will be
streamed starting at 7:30 from the Cleveland
Beat Facebook page immediately following
the April episode of The Cleveland Beat show,
also a Music America production. You can
watch the stream for free at the following site:
www.facebook.com/The-ClevelandBeat-109208410854256

FEATURED WINES: 2019 Vidal Blanc Ice
Wine & Simply Mad Habanero Ice Wine

Noon-5 pm Sundays thru Fridays; 11-5 Saturdays during the month of April.

$6 pp at each winery ($1 will be donated to
the local food banks.)

Take 2 weekends (Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays, May 7-9 & 14-16) to travel this
self-driving tour along the Vines & Wines Trail
in Northeast Ohio. At each participating winery, you will receive complimentary appetizers,
samples of wines, and a flower to plant in your
flower garden.

APPETIZER: A Creamy Cheese with Savory
Bacon & Sweet Dried Figs

Hours for the Trail: Wednesday thru Friday
Noon-5; Saturday 11-5. Closed Mondays &
Tuesdays.

Visit Debonne Vineyards, Ferrante Winery
& Ristorante, Grand River Cellars Winery
& Restaurant, Laurello Vineyards, Cask 307
Winery, & South River Vineyards, and enjoy
2 wine samples, an appetizer, and a logoed ice
wine glass.

Noon to 6 pm each day.

Laurello Vineyards

18TH Annual Grand
River Valley Ice Wine
Trail
(Check individual wineries below for days
open.)

Wine n Bloom
Weekends coming in
May!

Cask 307
FEATURED WINE: 2019 Chardonnay Ice
Wine
Hours for the Trail: Sunday thru Friday Noon5; Saturday 11-5. Closed Wednesdays

South River Vineyards
APPETIZER: Red Maple Rum Brownies
FEATURED WINE: 2017 Concord Ice Wine &
2019 Blush Ice Wine (Blend of Chambourcin
& Vidal Blanc)
Hours for the Trail: Sunday thru Friday Noon5; Saturday 11-5
Go to www.wggrv.com for more details.
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Fri. Apr. 9 ... 5:30-8:30
Winery at Spring Hill
Tue. Apr. 13 ... 6-9
Grand River Manor
Wing Night

Sun. Apr. 25 ... 2-5pm
Benny Vino
Tue. May 4 ... 6-9
Grand River Manor
Wing Night
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Listen To

and have a six-pack on us!
7 17315674839 

Make requests at
Facebook.com/WFXJTheFox
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Hope to see ya’ll in 2021!
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for the
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Compiled by Sage Satori

Rock Me on the Water
1974-The Year Los
Angeles Transformed
Movies, Music,
Television, and
Politics
By Ron Brownstein
Los Angeles in 1974 exerted
more influence over popular
culture than any other city in America. Los
Angeles that year, in fact, dominated popu-

Sonic Boom
The Impossible Rise of
Warner Bros. Records,
from Hendrix to
Fleetwood Mac to
Madonna to Prince
From journalist Peter Ames
Carlin―the New York Times bestselling music
biographer who chronicled the lives and
careers of Paul McCartney, Bruce Springsteen, the Beach Boys, and Paul Simon―Sonic Boom captures the rollicking story of the
most successful record label in the history of
rock and roll, Warner Bros Records, and the
remarkable secret to its meteoric rise.

lar culture more than it ever had before, or
would again. Working in film, recording, and
television studios around Sunset Boulevard,
living in Brentwood and Beverly Hills or amid
the flickering lights of the Hollywood Hills, a
cluster of transformative talents produced an
explosion in popular culture which reflected
the demographic, social, and cultural realities
of a changing America. At a time when
Richard Nixon won two presidential elections
with a message of backlash against the social
changes unleashed by the sixties, popular culture was ahead of politics in predicting what
America would become. The early 1970s in
Los Angeles was the time and the place where

conservatives definitively lost the battle to
control popular culture.

the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame: Jimi Hendrix,
the Grateful Dead, Joni Mitchell, Neil Young,
James Taylor, Fleetwood Mac, the Eagles,
Prince, Van Halen, Madonna, Tom Petty,
R.E.M., Red Hot Chili Peppers, and dozens of
others. But the most compelling figures in the
Warner Bros. story are the sagacious Mo Ostin
and the unlikely crew of hippies, eccentrics,
and enlightened execs who were the first in
the music business to read the generational
writing on the wall in the mid-1960s. By
recruiting outsider artists and allowing them
to make the music they wanted, Ostin and
his staff transformed an out-of-touch company into the voice of a generation. Along the
way, they revolutionized the music industry
and, within just a few years, created the most
successful record label in the history of the
American music industry.

grand strategy for the struggling company:
“We need to stop trying to make hit records.
Let’s just make good records and turn those
into hits.”

The roster of Warner Brothers Records and
its subsidiary labels reads like the roster of

How did they do it? It all goes back to the day
in 1967 when the newly tapped label president
Mo Ostin called his team together to share his

Hooked

beyond our control? Is it possible that food
is addictive, like drugs or alcohol? And to
what extent does the food industry know, or
care, about these vulnerabilities? In Hooked,
Pulitzer Prize–winning investigative reporter
Michael Moss sets out to answer these questions—and to find the true peril in our food.

Food, Free Will,
and How the Food
Giants Exploit Our
Addictions
By Michael Moss
From the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Salt Sugar Fat comes a "gripping"
exposé of how the processed food industry exploits our evolutionary instincts, the emotions
we associate with food, and legal loopholes in
their pursuit of profit over public health. (The
Wall Street Journal)
Everyone knows how hard it can be to
maintain a healthy diet. But what if some of
the decisions we make about what to eat are

Moss uses the latest research on addiction to
uncover what the scientific and medical communities-as well as food manufacturers-already know: that food, in some cases, is even
more addictive than alcohol, cigarettes, and
drugs. Our bodies are hardwired for sweets,
so food giants have developed fifty-six types
of sugar to add to their products, creating in
us the expectation that everything should be
cloying; we've evolved to prefer fast, convenient meals, hence our modern-day preference
for ready-to-eat foods. Moss goes on to show
how the processed food industry-including

Rock Me on the Water traces the confluence of
movies, music, television, and politics in Los
Angeles month by month through that transformative, magical year. Ronald Brownstein
reveals how 1974 represented a confrontation
between a massive younger generation intent
on change, and a political order rooted in the
status quo. Today, we are again witnessing
a generational cultural divide. Brownstein
shows how the voices resistant to change may
win the political battle for a time, but they
cannot hold back the future.

With that, Ostin ushered in a counterintuitive
model that matched the counterculture. His
offbeat crew reinvented the way business
was done, giving their artists free rein while
rejecting out-of-date methods of advertising,
promotion, and distribution. And even as they
set new standards for in-house weirdness, the
upstarts’ experiments and innovations paid
off, to the tune of hundreds of legendary hit
albums.
It may sound like a fairy tale, but once upon
a time Warner Bros Records conquered the
music business by focusing on the music
rather than the business. Their story is as
raucous as it is inspiring, pure entertainment
that also maps a route to that Holy Grail: love
and money.
major companies like Nestlé, Mars, and
Kellogg's-has tried not only to evade this
troubling discovery about the addictiveness
of food but to actually exploit it. For instance,
in response to recent dieting trends, food
manufacturers have simply turned junk food
into junk diets, filling grocery stores with
"diet" foods that are hardly distinguishable
from the products that got us into trouble in
the first place. As obesity rates continue to
climb, manufacturers are now claiming to
add ingredients that can effortlessly cure our
compulsive eating habits.
A gripping account of the legal battles, insidious marketing campaigns, and cutting-edge
food science that have brought us to our
current public health crisis, Hooked lays out
all that the food industry is doing to exploit
and deepen our addictions, and shows us why
what we eat has never mattered more.

Home

Auto

Business

Life

We Offer the

Personal Service
You’ve Missed Lately
AUTO • HOME
BUSINESS • LIFE

TREEN
INSURANCE

1484 State Route 46 N. • Suite 8
Jefferson, Ohio 44047
(440)

576-5926
Scott Treen

Richard D. DiBacco, D.P.M., F.A.C.F.A.S.
Board Certified: ABPS, ABQAURP

THE MOS
EXPERIEN T
C
OFFICE IN ED
TH
TRI-STATE E
AREA

Erie, PA

4402 Peach St. • (814) 864-4874

Meadville, PA

105 Mead Ave. • (814) 337-0404

Conneaut, OH

167-B W. Main St. • (440) 593-6476

www.eriefootdoctors.com
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www.theoldmillwinery.com

PASTA SUNDAY
Gift
Certificates
make great
gifts!

& RESTAURANT
Follow us on
Facebook;
visit us on

theoldmillwinery.com

For parties of 8-10
please call for
a reservation

(due to social distancing).

SUNDAY, MAY 9

other’s

Celebrating

ay

Special Menu Noon - 8pm

$

Only

3

Continues thru APRIL!
Includes Garlic Bread.
With purchase of beverage.
Add Meatballs or Sausage 99¢/ea.
Add Side Salad $1.59
Dine-in or Carry-Out.

99

BURGER OF MONTH:
The Hawaiian Burger
WB topped with swiss, honey ham, fresh
grilled pineapple served on pretzel bun

PIZZA OF MONTH:
The Hawwaiian Pizza
Topped with BBQ, ham,
fresh pineapple and cheese

BEER OF MONTH:
Labatt Blue
Now serving a variety of

WINE SLUSHIES!

We continue to offer curbside pickup

Social distancing required.
Masks are required for customers to
enter at this time, ordered by the Governor.

LIMITED SEATING ON PATIO
WHEN THE SUN SHINES!

DEER’S

LEAP WINERY

Full Bar • Large Selection
of Domestic, Imported
& Craft Beer

Live

Closed Mondays • Tues-Thurs. 3-8pm
Fri. 3-8:30pm • Sat-Sun. Noon-8:30pm
Kitchen closes 1/2 hr. earlier

Saturdays 6:30-9:30

Bands

4/9.......... Castaways
4/10 ....... Gary of Sam & Gary
4/16........ Take 11
4/17........ Castaways
4/23 ....... Nicley Done
4/24 ....... Tom Todd
4/30 ....... Gary of Sam & Gary
5/1.......... Thunder Creek Band
5/7.......... Castaways
5/8.......... Gary Of Sam & Gary
Offering a FULL FOOD SELECTION with
FULL BAR & social spacing for your protection.
We thank our customers for your support and hope
to return to normal business soon.

Open 7-Days-a-Week
for Lunch & Dinner

Steak & Seafood
Restaurant

In-house made pizza!
16”.....$999
14”.....$799
12”.....$599
TO-GO ONLY
PLEASE.
Includes cheese
& pepperoni with additional
items for 50¢ per selection.

WING SPECIAL

2lbs for 10.00 for eat in or take out!

7-DAYS-A-WEEK

TO-GO PIZZA & WINGS
7-DAYS-A-WEEK

1520 Harpersfield Road
Geneva • 440-466-1248

WINE SPECIALS!

www.deersleapwine.com

Mon.-Thurs. Noon-8 • Fri. & Sat. Noon-10

Geneva Exit off I-90, S. on SR534 • 2/10 mile

Regular Hours:

V


WINE 101
By Donniella Winchell

The time is coming to again explore the region’s
wineries
This has been a long, long year of isolation for many. But if the trend continues, the scourge of
Covid will be much less of a concern for all very soon. And all of the wineries of the region are
anxiously waiting for the weather to fully break to allow outdoor sipping and dining once more.
Thousands who have not visited in months are waiting to return to their favorite winery and
casually sip a glass accompanied by some cheese, or even with a full meal under the stars.
With those ‘clouds’ hopefully a soon be forgotten nightmare; summer is on our doorstep and
shortly we will be in the midst of the tourism season. Thousands of wine lovers and wannabe-wine-experts will be driving the by-ways of our region, to both better understand and to
enjoy the fruit of vintners’ efforts. We will show off our ‘wine country’ when Aunt Tillie and
Uncle Sam come to town for a family reunion. Highway travelers will off-ramp as they see
the clusters of winery logos at freeway exits. Wine lovers from Akron, Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Columbus, and Youngstown will plan day trips and overnight getaways. Locals will not need
an excuse for a mid-week getaway. This season, we’ll again be hosting the thousands of visitors
coming initially to participate in sports activities at the SPIRE. But in addition, there will be
two very special SPIRE-OWPA new events: On May 15, an elegant and beautiful multi-course
meal featuring locally grown, nationally acclaimed viniferas and on June 25 and 26, a fun filled
festival which will bring wineries from across the state to our region where participants will
enjoy matching foods and wines and shop with crafters while they learn a little and enjoy lively
music, all while recognizing social distancing and other Covid-based recommendations.
Our wineries are perfectly positioned to take advantage of many opportunities. Folks who
choose to do so can ‘socially distance on 60 acres’ tasting rooms; while wine dinners, special
events and a myriad of other activities are natural magnets for others who have been vaccinated.
As our area ever more is identified as a ‘destination,’ each business will benefit. The March
Chocolate Trail, the April Ice Wine Festival and May Wine N Bloom events both drew hundreds
of people to illustrate that point.
The industry is also working on ‘customer service’ programs. We want to make all of our guests
feel welcome, whether their palate is that of a connoisseur or they are new to the world of wine.
We are establishing some projects to better accommodate the limos and motor coaches at wineries able to serve them. Wine has become one component of a tourism engine that is driving
tens of thousands of dollars into our economy weekly.
Spring and early summer are also
the times when many of the first
releases of the prior harvest are offered for sale. We’ll soon be enjoying
our initial taste of Rieslings, Vidals,
Pinot Grigios and some of the reds from
the 2019 and 2020 crush seasons. The
release of these vintages provide another
‘excuse’ for travelers to make the trek
to discover what is new, different and
interesting in our county. [While
California certainly produces exceptional wines, region by region their
weather and climate changes only marginally from year to year. This means
vintage dates on their labels ‘count’ but
are not always as significant as they are
either here in our area or in places like France
and Germany where annual variations are often
dramatic.]
This is a great time to plan a safe and responsible trip to
explore our own Wine Country.
For additional information: dwinchell@OhioWines.org
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Spring & Summer White Wine Sangria
Ingredients
1 bottle of crisp white wine

Live Entertainment!

½ lime and ½ lemon sliced
1 cup of blueberries, raspberries or sliced strawberries

Friday & Saturday 7-10p • Sunday 2-5p

½ cup triple sec

Fri. 4/9 ......Ted Riser/Billy Mangano
Sat. 4/10 ...Dawn to Dusk
Sun. 4/11 ..Picken Rocks
Fri. 4/16 ....Nathaniel Henry
Sat. 4/17 ...FOGG
Sun. 4/18 ..Craig Day
Fri. 4/23 ....Prodigal Step Sons
Sat. 4/24 ...Legacy Band
Sun. 4/25 ..Jimmy Ales
Fri. 4/30 ....Bob Potts Duo
Sat. 5/1 .....Eric Andrews
Sun. 5/2 ....Trevor Scott

1 cup your favorite sparkling water
Instructions
Place fruit in the bottom of a glass pitcher.
Pour wine and triple sec over fruit. Let chill for an hour.
Add sparkling water
Enjoy!

Open: Thurs: Noon-6pm
Fri: Noon-11 pm • Sat: Noon-11 pm • Sun: Noon-6 pm
We are always available for take-out wine orders.

834 South County Line Rd.
Harpersfield, Ohio 44041
440-361-3049
www.bennyvinourbanwinery.com

SPA
SUITE
ROOMS

Vineyard and Bed & Breakfast

Call for Spa Suite
Room Reservations

Wine friendly appetizers available.
LIVE
4/9 ............. Jay Baumgardner MUSIC
6-9pm
4/10 ........... SCC Jazz
4/16 ........... Jeff and John
4/17 ........... Melissa Harvey
4/23 ........... Rodger Montgomery
4/24 ........... EARTH DAY AFFAIR...2-5pm
A Wine & Artisan Fair!
Music by....Touch of Grey
4/24 ........... Dede Daub 6-9
4/30 ........... Me and The Boy
5/1 ............. Joe Hosey
Follow us on Facebook for event details

518 Gore Road • Conneaut • 440-593-5976
www.bucciavineyard.com
HOURS: Fri & Sat Noon-9pm
Check website for updated hours
as the weather warms

4573 Rt. 307 East • Geneva
440.415.0661 • LaurelloVineyards.com

A Boutique Winery featuring
Handcrafted, Award-Winning Wines.
Thursday Specials
1/2 off select in-house bottles and Pepperoni Balls all day!
6-9 pm
Join us for Wine Growers
tertainment
En

4/09
4/10
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/23
4/24
4/25
4/30
5/01
5/02

unless otherwise noted

............
............
............
............
............
............
............
............
............
............
............

Maria DiDonato
Kevin Phillips
Uncharted Course
Don Perry Duo
Steve Howell (2-5p)
2 Kings
Holly’s Uncle
Kris Ferrell (2-5p)
Maria DiDonato
On the Rocks Duo
Alex Bevan (2-5p)

of the Grand River Valley

Ice Wine
Trail!

During the month of April!
Please visit our website for
details regarding this year’s event.

Hours: Sunday Noon-5:00 • Mon.& Tues. Closed • Wed. Noon-5:00
Thurs. Noon-8:00 • Fri.-Sat. Noon-9:00
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Organic Gluten-free/Dairy-Free Groceries
FEATURING
LOCAL
ARTISTS!

ACCEPTING
EBT!

CBD

OPEN
YEAR
ROUND!

PRODUCTS

V
■■■

PEDESTRIAN RAMBLINGS
By Steve Madewell

Growing Up

With the advances in technology, it is possible
to make an acceptable recording in a home
studio, so recording has gotten much more
accessible and affordable! But there are still
significant start-up costs associated with good
microphones, a powerful computer, and associated editing and recording software. And the
learning curve for the software and recording
techniques requires a substantial amount of
time.

CBD

1000 mg. $35.99
1500 mg. $45.99

osters...
Immune Boimmune
system!

Boost your
We have the products you need.

Earth’s Natural Treasures &
Harmony Jade opening in April
at Geneva-on-the-Lake!
Earth’s Natural Treasures too...
56 S. Broadway • Geneva
440-466-4368
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sundays 1-3pm

www.EarthsNaturalTreasures.com
ENTreasures@live.com

The collective “we” tend to start asking youngsters at a very early age: “What do you want
to be when you grow up?“ As innocent as that
question is, there is an implication that we need
to aspire to become someone beyond where
we are or do something of consequence and
lasting value. I suppose this question continues
to haunt some free-spirited folks throughout
their life.
My friend Mark Freeman and I have taken
a few walks and talks around Chapin Forest
recently and I starting thinking about the
essence of our conversations when I saw

V

tential for income from digital streaming. After
all, if a song gets played 229 times on Spotify,
the artist gets one dollar, so if your song gets
streamed 200,000 times, you get about 850
bucks! Just sayin’...

these giant chairs outside of the ski center. We
were talking about what we want to be when
we grow up! Mark happens to be one of my
favorite Ohio songwriters and we have been
comparing notes about writing songs, playing,
performing, and recording music.
Just like so many other things in our lifetime,
there have been many changes in the business
of making music. From the glitz and glamour
of the global and national recording industry,
right down to the open mic nights on the local
level, new technology has impacted how we
play, perform, record, and listen to music.
And this will continue to evolve. Mark and I
have been talking about how to set a course to
follow and how to navigate to where we would
like to take our music.
Neither of us are spring chickens and often find
ourselves in a quandary about certain elements
of the music business. In our conversations, we
consistently avoid the question: “Why are we
writing songs and playing music?” I could just
imagine some adult from my past overhearing
our conversations and saying: “You two just
need to grow up!”
Neither of us has delusions of becoming rich
playing and singing our songs, or even paying
our bills with the dough we are raking in! That
being said, getting paid to play is certainly an
important affirmation for years of practice and
the effort we have invested to refine our craft
and performance skills.
Between the two of us, Mark and I know many
musicians. There are very few who make a
living playing music. Those who do work
very hard and often have multiple projects and
music-related income streams. That number
dwindles dramatically when filtered by those
writing and performing original music. There
is a significant challenge in creating songs
that are both musically appealing and lyrically
strong enough to engage and entertain people.
This is not a small task.
Oh, of course with an original tune there is the
tiny possibility that someone will pick up a
song for a prominent musician to record, but
those are pretty slim odds. And there is the po-
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At the end of the day, it still costs about four
dollars a unit to “commercially” burn and
package a small batch of CDs, and with the
explosion of internet streaming, no one is
sure if there is a viable market for CDs. Some
agents say “CD are like business cards, you
have to have them.” That is a pretty expensive
business card! When you start doing the math,
you want to stop doing the math!
So why do we work so hard at these things that
don’t fit into a financially productive model? Is there more to it? Maybe we just don’t
want to grow up, and is there a reward for not
“growing up”? Yes, there is. It comes down to
the balance of pursuing and eventually sharing
a personal expression, connecting with and
enriching the lives of other people, and the
recognition that this has value.
On a personal level, there is an indescribable,
magical feeling that occurs with the process of
finding and arranging the words, that turn an
idea into a story, that can somehow be embedded in a melody. When this comes together it’s
a wonderful experience. And when someone
tells you how much a song means to them or
how they felt when they first heard it, there is a
humbling realization that this is something that
is bigger than an individual experience and has
to be shared!
Often, we are conditioned to measure success
in financial returns, but what a stark world it
would be if that matrix was our only driver!
How many elements of our lives are enriched
by doing things that have limited or negative
financial returns? How much joy do these
efforts produce for ourselves and others?
This phenomenon isn’t limited to musicians
but to all artisans and crafters who work hard
at what they do. We make things for the joy
of self-expression and we share or give these
things to enrich the lives of others.
So maybe, I just don’t want to grow up, and I
hope you don’t either.
Should you want to check Mark out:
https://mfreemanmusic.com
See you out ramblin’ around
Steve

Well, it’s been one long year but finally things
are starting to open up and maybe we can get
back to some semblance of normalcy. After
cleaning out and organizing every closet,
drawer, cupboard, and shelf in my house, I
finally got around to that pesky project of
sorting all my nails, screws, hooks, bolts,
washers, and other hardware. Went through
all my cassette tapes and actually threw some
away! Paired all my socks. My crowning
accomplishment was matching up all my
vacuum cleaner attachments (which were
previously thrown in a box in the closet) with
the appropriate vacuum. Now I am half-vaccinated and almost ready to rock!

Cleveland Blues Society
Won’t be long now – Cleveland Blues Society Jams are back! There are TWO jams in
April:
Monday, April 12th at Cebars on East 185th,
with The Madison Crawl as host band.
Monday, April 26th at Kurt’s Getaway in Garfield Hts., with DiDi Franklyn as host band.
Check CBS website for more event postings
and the latest news about Cleveland blues.

opment corporation, One South Euclid. Linda
died unexpectedly last April, and a new owner
purchased the building about four months
ago. Not knowing the mural’s significance,
he had the words painted over with purple to
make room for his own branding. The mural
is still on the wall at 4490 Mayfield Road, but
the “Come Together” part is not. As a result,
the city has received queries about what has
happened to the mural’s message. People miss
it and want it back. The city and the new owner
are working out a deal to restore the sign to its
original condition, with motto intact.
The House of Swing had been closed since
Gov. Mike DeWine issued stay-at-home orders
in March 2020. The new owner said a tenant,
who is a member of Kallie’s family, will
occupy the House of Swing storefront, and
honor her memory by keeping it the same - a
neighborhood bar with a diverse crowd and
great live music. Other plans for the building
may include a stone facade on the front of the
building and possibly a small patio for outside
seating. Stay posted.

Premiere Grammys 2021

I always like the
untelevised Premiere
House of Swing
portion of the Grammys, filmed earlier
in the day with a lot
less fanfare than the
regular primetime
Grammy show. The
vast majority of the
84 categories up for
grabs this year were
presented during the
Premiere Ceremo(Photo Courtesy of City of South Euclid)
ny on Sunday afternoon, March 14, starting
If you’ve made a trip to Guitar Center in May- at noon and streamed live on Grammy.com.
This is the pre-ceremony, where they hand out
field Heights lately, you may have wondered
what happened to the “Come Together” mural awards for less popular categories. It can still
be viewed on YouTube and other formats – just
on the side of the House of Swing building.
search for it. It’s usually a rollicking good time
The colorful mural, with its purple backwith much less production but better music.
ground adorned with flowers, was painted in
This year it was a bit surreal – with no live aulate summer 2019, but had already become
dience or performances. Everything by Zoom,
a landmark, welcoming visitors with its
but still some nice surprises.
shortened version of the city motto - “Come
Together and Thrive.” The uplifting, bonding
The show got underway with a sparkling virphrase was equally fitting for the House of
tual tribute to the 50th anniversary of Marvin
Swing, a long-standing icon of the jazz and
Gaye’s seminal Mercy, Mercy, Me – a song
blues community and steadfast supporter of
still timely today. Way to kick off the show
live music.
with a composite performance by twenty of
this year’s nominees, a dazzling arrangement
The House of Swing was owned by Linda
Kallie, who had allowed, as a favor to the city, blending artists as diverse as the genres they
the mural to be painted on the wall, with about represent - jazz, R & B, rock, bluegrass, roots,
$4,000 in funding from the community devel- gospel, Tejano, Latin, and world music.
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And then came the surprises. Kanye West
won Best Contemporary Christian Album
for “Jesus is King.” Best Historical Album
went to “It’s Such a Good Feeling: The Best
of Mr. Rogers,” whose producers reminded us
that Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood was the very
first place a whole generation of children heard
American jazz. Best Musical Theater Album
went to “Jagged Little Pill,” the musical based
on the Alanis Morrissette album that won
Album of the Year exactly 25 years ago. Best
Music Film went to Linda Ronstadt for “The
Sound of My Voice.” Best Country Song
went to “Crowded Table” by The Highwomen, which was co-written by Brandi Carlile,
who has now won six Grammys in the last
three years.
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Wed. April 7th • 6:30-9:30pm

Debonne Winery
••••••••••••••

Sat. April 10th • 7-9:30 pm

Grand River Cellars Winery
••••••••••••••

Sat. April 17th • 7:30-10:30pm

Halcyon, Harbor District Speakeasy
••••••••••••••

Tues. April 20th • 6-9pm

Grand River Manor • Wing Night
Chick Corea

Chick Corea won two posthumous awards
- Best Improvised Jazz Solo for “All Blues”
and Best Jazz Instrumental Album for
“Trilogy 2.” That makes 25 total Grammy
wins for the legendary jazz great who died
just a month ago from a rare form of cancer.
What’s especially impressive is that voting was
already closed by the time Corea passed away,
so the recording academy never meant these to
be posthumous.
The awards were accepted by Corea’s wife of
fifty years, Gayle Moran, who tearfully cited
Miles Davis, Stevie Wonder, L. Ron Hubbard,
and Martin Luther King as her husband’s
major influences. The choice of Hubbard, was
a little curious, but come to find out, they were
both followers of the Church of Scientology,
and that is where they met and began their
romance. Gayle was also a singer and keyboardist and appeared on many of his albums.
She said her husband was “her soulmate, her
best friend and her hero, and that he lived and
breathed the joy of creativity every day.”

••••••••••••••

Sat. April 24th • 6-10pm

Sportsterz
••••••••••••••

Sat. May 1st • 7-9:30pm

Grand River Cellars Winery

Acoustic rock/pop covers... old to new!

4/9 • 8pm
Seeing Double, N. Olmstead
4/10 • 8pm • Ridgewood, Concord
4/16 • 7pm • Beerhead, Avon
4/17 • 3:30pm
Debonne Vineyards, Madison
4/18 • 2:30pm • Debonne Vineyards
4/22 • 7pm
Chagrin River Pub, Willoughby
4/23 • 7pm • Beerhead, Columbus
4/24 • 5:30pm
Stable Winery, Andover

Jimmy Duck Holmes standing in front of his juke joint

Nominated for Best Traditional Blues Album,
Jimmy “Duck” Holmes may just be the most
unlikely Grammy nominee ever. He doesn’t
read or write music, but he earned himself

Continued on Page 10

4/30 • 6:30pm
Debonne Vineyards
5/1 • 7pm • Benny Vino, Geneva
5/2 • 2:30pm
East End Bar, GOTL
440-537-5758 • eric@usamgt.com
www.ericmichaelandrews.com
www.facebook.com/erockohio
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a Grammy nomination this year. Every day,
73-year-old Holmes welcomes customers
to his Blue Front Cafe in Bentonia, Mississippi - the oldest surviving juke joint in the
country. Holmes is the last of the old Bentonia
bluesmen — a brand of blues known for its
haunting, hypnotic style.

MITCH LARSON
4/10 • 5:30-8:30
Stable Winery SOLO
4/21 • 6:30-9:30
Debonne' Vineyards SOLO
4/30 • 5:30-8:30
Stable Winery SOLO
5/1 • 5-8
Kosicek Vineyards
MMADuo
5/2 • 2-5
Hartford Hill Winery
MMADuo
216-513-0529 for bookings
Facebook.com/MitchLarsonAcousticMusic

For decades, he has played mostly at his own
cafe, at events like the annual Bentonia Blues
Festival. But a couple years ago, his friend and
manager planned a trip to Tennessee, for what
Holmes thought was a sightseeing tour. His
friend had arranged for a surprise, and that’s
how this old-time blues pioneer ended up in a
recording studio with eight-time Grammy-winning musician and producer Dan Auerbach, of
the Black Keys.
Auerbach produced and played on “Cypress
Grove”, an 11-song set that is an untamed
bridge between the present and the classic
sounds of the Delta. The album is an aural
postcard of a typical Saturday night at Holmes’
Blue Front Café. Holmes made up the songs
as he went along, and he never plays the same
song the same way twice. Cypress Grove didn’t
win – that award went to Bobby Rush, a veteran
bluesman who has certainly paid his dues, for
Rawer Than Raw. But Jimmy “Duck” Holmes’
authentic performance of “Catfish Blues,”
filmed at his own joint with his long-time band,
is a history lesson taught by a master.

Top Five Highlights of
Grammy Awards 2021
I always tape this ceremony so I can breeze
through it later. Here’s my top five highlights:
Haim – Nominated for Best Rock Performance
& Album of the Year. The trio of long-legged
sisters from Los Angeles were like a breath of
fresh air when they took the stage, smack dab
in the middle of a medley of tunes featuring other nominees. Following the show’s
Covid-19 guidelines, they performed in the
round without an audience, surrounded only
by the other acts — Harry Styles, Billie Eilish,
Black Pumas. They rocked out on “The Steps”
from the Women in Music Pt. III album, clearly
having too much fun at their Grammy debut.
They even managed a switch-off between
drums and guitar without missing a beat when
Danielle jumped out from behind the kit to
play a searing guitar solo while sister Alana
kept the beat going and Estes filled in the gaps
noodling on the bass. Now that’s girl power!

Mickey Guyton

2. Mickey Guyton - the first black woman to be
nominated for a country music award as a solo
performer. They say country music is “three
chords and the truth.” Well, this lady got up
and sang her truth to the rafters on Grammy
night. She delivered a powerful performance of
“Black Like Me,” a ground-breaking song she
wrote after years of facing discrimination in
the world of mainstream country music. “Singing on a major tour, singing in front of Confederate flags, being called the N-word after a
show by country music fans,” is what inspired
her to write the song, which tells the listener:
“It’s a hard life on easy street/ Just white picket
fences as far as you can see/ If you think we
live in the land of the free, you should try to be
black like me.” Guyton originally released it in
June 2020 amid racial unrest in the streets. It
got very little airplay, but just enough industry
recognition to earn her a nomination for Best
Country Song. Her electrifying Grammy performance may have been the biggest crossover
night of her life, based on the amount of praise
that poured in for her on social media.
3. The Black Pumas – The psychedelic soul
duo from Austin, Texas, performed “Colors”
onstage at the Grammys backed by a full band.
“Colors” appears on Black Puma’s self-titled
debut album, which earned the pair a handful
of Grammy nominations: the LP is up for Al-
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Black Pumas

bum of the Year, while “Colors” was nominated for Record of the Year and Best American
Roots Performance. Black Pumas formed
in 2017 after Adrian Quesada — a music
industry vet and former member of the Latin
funk outfit Grupo Fantasma — linked up with
Eric Burton, a street busker around Austin. A
winning combination.
The show’s In
Memoriam segment is
always one of my
favorites, paying
tribute to all the
musical souls who
crossed over. This
year it was gorgeously
produced, replete with
tributes that made the
Little Richard
section one of the
night’s highlights. I
never thought
much of Bruno Mars,
but nobody could have
nailed that medley of
smokin’ fast Little
Richard tunes the way
he and his band did.
Likewise with Brandi
Carlile, who performed
her friend John Prine’s
John Prine
“I Remember Everything,” which earned him two posthumous
awards. (The legendary singer and songwriter,
who died April 7, 2020, of COVID-19, won in
the American roots performance and American
roots song categories for his bittersweet love
letter to life.) Brittany Howard wrapped up the
memoriam with a stunning take on a secular
song I remember learning as a kid, “You’ll
Never Walk Alone.” At the time I remember
thinking it was pretty, but nobody could ever
really make it a cool song. I was wrong.
5. H.E.R.’s acceptance speech for winning
Song of the Year for “I Can’t Breathe,” a
protest anthem she wrote in response to the
continued police shootings of black men and
women and the killing of George Floyd. She
was up against the heaviest of hitters (Beyonce, Taylor Swift, Billie Eilish, Dua Lipa)
and competing with lushly produced singles,
but she prevailed. I loved that she thanked
her mother, revealing that she recorded her
winning song by herself in her bedroom at her
mom’s home.

V
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MOVIE REVIEWS
By Westside Steve Simmons

s

Nobody
Universal|R|92 min
Hutch (Bob Odenkirk) is a working schmo
with a boring life who has had a really bad
day. When a couple of inept burglars invade
his home looking for cash, they will be
thwarted by Hutch’s own son but dad himself
spares them a beating which makes them get
the mistaken notion that he’s weak. Hardly.
In a previous life his job was an undercover
assassin whose job it was to take out bad guys
that the government agency didn’t think could
be successfully prosecuted in criminal court.
When it’s discovered that these crooks have
inadvertently stolen his daughter’s kitty cat
bracelet, it pisses him off and he decides to
track them down. He does so armed with his
retired father’s FBI ID and gun, but when he
finds out they were just kids trying to steal
enough money to pay for their sick baby’s
medical expenses he forgoes vengeance, but
he’s still mad. That’s bad news for a group
of thugs that board the bus on his way home.
Of course, he demolishes the gang single
handedly but therein lays the rub. One of the
dirt bags is the younger brother of a Russian
mob kingpin (Alecsei Serebrvakov) who feels
honor bound to retaliate. And that friends
is just about all there is; just an excuse for
non-stop violence. Don’t get me wrong, I
love watching bad guys get killed but hey, it’s
really not that hard to make them just a little
bit more hateful. For example, in a similar
film JOHN WICK the bad guys killed the
dog. I love Odenkirk (BETTER CALL SAU,
BREAKING BAD) but I really wish this one
had been a lot more fun.
CWSS

Academy award
winner?
If you haven’t read the news yet
- the Academy has come up
with a new list of requirements for any picture that
hopes to be considered for
best pic. Believe it or not they
have installed quotas for people
who work in, on, or with a motion picture. We’re talking about
lead actors, secondary roles,
storylines, situations themselves, technical staff, probably even the commissary
crew. A list of minorities; every racial and
ethnic minority, every
cultural minority, every
sexual minority, and every religious minority
one can imagine must be represented in varying percentages to be considered for the Oscar.
Of course, all that being said there’s absolutely
no reason you can’t make a good movie even
if you restrict yourselves to a tiny fraction of
individuals but it does eliminate an awful lot
of excellent work. I have had to hustle to make
sure I could cover all 8 of the nominees for
best picture and here’s my synopsis:
The only two I had previously viewed before
the nominations were NOMADLAND starring
Frances McDormand and MANK with Gary
Oldman. Both of which are outstanding films
and I would have no complaint with either one
winning the Oscar. On the other hand, neither
those nor any of the others nominated have
that kind of pizazz I think a best picture should
possess. Oh well. As for the other 6 nominees
I will dispense with MENARI right now. I
didn’t see it and don’t care about it; not that I
don’t think it’s good, or because it’ Korean, I
just won’t deal with subtitles. As for now there
is a category for best foreign language picture,
which I am guessing may be eliminated sooner
or later, but I personally can’t read the subtitles
well enough for fairness. Just for the record it
didn’t qualify for best picture in the Golden
Globes because more than half of the film was
subtitled. That’s a good rule Globes. On the
other hand, they gave an award to the new
BORAT movie, one of the biggest pieces of
garbage I’ve seen in years. As they say in
Cannes c’est la vie.
THE FATHER Sony pictures classics PG13
97 min. Even though I never saw a trailer I
knew exactly what this one would be. Well,

almost exactly, but that it would be a framework which will allow one of the world’s
greatest actors to once again show us why he’s
considered in that category. Oh, I didn’t realize
that it was going to be about dementia and
how it affects the individual the family etcetera
but… Hopkins plays Anthony, an old man in
the final stages of dementia, who is a burden
on not only his daughter Anne (Olivia Colman)
but her husband and his nurses as he becomes
less and less able to take care of himself and
live in his own flat. THE FATHER jumps
around erratically in time and if events confuse
the audience they’re meant to. Hopkins
performance is the most brilliant part of the
film. Just like the main character Anthony, we
are never aware of which stories are real and
which ones are figments of his imagination, or
just simple confusion. The audience is forced
to feel the same frustration as the afflicted old
man. Certainly not a date night or feel-good
flick but absolutely gripping and worthy of the
nomination. A
Next up is PROMISING YOUNG WOMAN
Focus R 114 min. This sometimes jarring and
often intriguing film stars Carey Mulligan, as
an imbalanced female vigilante committed to
eventually finding justice for her friend who
died some seven years ago due to events at
a party gone wrong. Since then Cassie has
dropped out of medical school and spends
her evenings feigning drunkenness and luring
men back to their apartments where they
plan to take advantage of her and reveals her
sobriety, confronting them for that behavior.
Even though she is obsessed, neurotic, and
somewhat unpleasant, Cassie will rekindle a
relationship with an old college buddy Ryan
(Bo Burnham), a classic chick flick nerd, and
it appears her life may be getting back on track
until… At this point the film picks up speed
and delivers a violent and shocking climax.
I haven’t included any spoilers here because
there are twists and turns which elevate this
one from a mediocre indie to a truly striking
film. B

Westside

Steve

westsidesteve.com

Summer is on
the way...
See you in May!
Sunday, May 30th
2:30 PM

OLD
FIREHOUSE
WINERY

Geneva-on-the-Lake
Follow me at Facebook
Westside Steve Simmons!
www.westsidesteve.com

Next up JUDAS AND THE BLACK MESSIAH Warner Brothers R 121 min. (At this
writing it was only being shown in a couple
local theatres and I travelled to the Cinemark
Movies 10 in Wooster, shout out to the fine
people there). Let’s face it politics is the only
reason this film was made and the only reason
it’s been nominated. I have no idea how many
people actually supported, then or now, the
idea of a violent revolution to take over the
United States and frankly that has nothing
to do with whether or not this is a good film.
Neither do I have any idea whether or not the
story or the depictions of the historic characters are accurate. I am not here to talk politics.
This is basically a story of friendship respect
betrayal and regret. In the late 1960s Chicago
a lot of people hated the police, the govern-

Continued on Page 12
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ment, and white people in general, who they
felt were at the root of the injustice in the poor
communities. This unrest led to the creation
of the Black Panther Party which like most
groups of its kind either succeed or fail on the
basis of a charismatic leader. That leader was
Fred Hampton (Daniel Kaluuya), dedicated to
the cause and to perfecting his ability to spread
the message. His ability to lead his own people
and bring in other unlikely groups such as
the street gangs of Chicago and the Ku-Klux
Klan to form an alliance is what makes him
and the Black Panther party, a threat to J.
Edgar Hoover and the United States government. When Bill O’Neill, (Lakeith Stanfield)
a common criminal, is apprehended he’s given
a choice by the FBI to spend nearly 7 years in
prison or to go undercover and spy on Hampton and the Panthers. For the purposes of the
film the characters are pretty well laid out, the
black people, the Klan and the street gangs are
noble community organizers while the other
white people, the police, and the government
are brutal racist dictators. Kaluuya exhibits a
forceful presence but the rest of the cast seems
to be bogged down by the weight of their own
self-importance, as does the script. O’Neill will
come to that revelation near the end of the film
and like Judas before him will, shall we say,
repay the 30 pieces of silver. I’m just grading
on the basis of the film; the message is up to
you. C

More Country GUARANTEED!

MORNINGS 5-10am

983TheBull.com

In case you needed more evidence the Academy Is now more about politics than it is about
movie making this year there are 2, count ‘em,
films about the same time period and basically
the same situation. This one is THE TRIAL
OF THE CHICAGO 7 Netflix R 130 min.
written and directed by the talented Aaron
Sorkin. You may remember Sorkin who wrote
the ‘America sucks’ soliloquy in NEWSROOM. Still the guy can tell a story and this
one might be the biggest surprise of the bunch.
If we accept the situations happened according
to history, meaning not tweaked for artistic or
social impact, this is an excellent courtroom
drama and fills in a lot of the missing pieces.
Remember also that in those days the Vietnam
War was something actually worth protesting.
Not only was it a conflict that most people
couldn’t begin to understand and took place in
a corner of the world they couldn’t find on a
map, we still had a military draft in which teenagers were being sent to die by the thousands
in some 3rd world hellhole. No wonder young
people were freaking out. Again, if perspective
is correct there’s a lot we didn’t understand,
even those of us old enough to remember. 1st
of all the unbelievable absurdity of the kangaroo court that these 8 men were hauled in front
of on charges of crossing state lines to incite
a riot. Defendant number 8 was Bobby Seale,
we’ve heard his name but I didn’t remember that he had to sit through the entire trial
without a lawyer. Defense attorney William
Kunstler was shot down by the judge at each
and every moment and slapped with multiple
charges of contempt. While Tom Hayden
seemed to be the most level headed member of
the group actually hoping to come to a peaceful
end to the Vietnam War other members including Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman were more
interested in shocking and offending which
didn’t make the defense team’s job any easier;
all of this exacerbated by the hostility between
the outgoing Johnson administration in the
incoming Nixon administration. These guys
hated each other and to some extent the entire
trial and media blitz boiled over for just that
reason. It’s hard to imagine but these days the
cheapest ambulance chaser with a law license
could have gotten this entire thing thrown
out the 1st day. And yet… Let me repeat; the
politics has nothing to do with the fact that I
thought this is an excellent film. AFinally, a film that hits on just about all of the
requirements is, SOUND OF METAL Amazon R 130 min. This is certainly a unique story.
I imagine that everyone who has an activity
they love, be it music, art, writing, athletics etc.
have considered what life might be like if the
physical capability to perform that task no longer existed. I don’t doubt that most of us who
spend our lives performing rock music have
experienced at least some amount of hearing
loss. That’s what’s happened to Reuben Stone
(Riz Ahmed), drummer for a harsh metal group
called Blackgammon, whose hearing goes
south drastically and rapidly. Even though the
actual diagnosis is unclear the doctors inform
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Reuben that the one thing for sure is that he
can never again experience the sound levels
of his profession. There is, however, a fork
in the path, both choices holding a different kind of promise and danger. One is his
association with an organization dedicated to
helping addicts with hearing loss. He becomes
involved learning to live with his situation
and even helping children with the same
problems. The one caveat is that this organization believes that deafness is not a disability,
merely a different reality. The 2nd possibility
is the use of new technology called a Cochlear
implant that could bring back a semblance of
the hearing and allow for a more normal life
among the hearing. Unfortunately, Blackgammon were not megastars and the high cost
of this treatment is not covered by insurance.
His love interest /vocalist Lou (Olivia Cooke)
moves back home to her wealthy father and
Ruben sells his RV and drums to pay for the
treatment. Unfortunately, this puts him at
odds with the deaf community he’s become a
part of. The harsh and distorted sound of the
implants is a bitter reward for the loss of his
profession, his new home and his love. Be
careful what you wish for. SOUND OF METAL is long and a little bit slow but offers an
intriguing message and lesson to be learned,
kind of an after school special on steroids. B –
Because of the restrictions and other requirements that have nothing to do with the quality
of a film I have no idea which of the 8 will
win besides checking the Las Vegas odds. I
did not grade any of these films at an A+ plus
level but my early winner bet would be my
actual favorite of the bunch, NOMADLAND.
Sorry I won’t have time before deadline to
pick best actors supporting etc. but I’ll put
them in the next issue and we will see how I
did.
WSS
On Cable
Hey! the vaccine is out there, herd immunity
is beginning to kick in, and the weather is nice
but I know some of you guys have gotten used
to staying home. So, until you decide to leave
the house, here are a couple seasons I finished
up over the last month: The 1st season of
PERRY MASON HBO MAX set in the 1930s
sort of a prequel, actually the origin story, of
how the famous attorney came to be. Really
cool period looks and feel but let me warn
you it’s a little rough going in the 1st episode
or 2. Stick with it and you’ll be glad you did.
Season 2 is in the works as we speak. Also,
if you are a fan of the borscht belt, late fifties
early sixties, New York comedy scene then
you will love THE MARVELOUS MRS.
MAISEL over on Amazon. After 4 seasons
now the plot is interesting and unpredictable
and the show features some of the best acting
anywhere on TV.
WSS
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In Memory of Bob Sabo

August 2, 1955 - February 22, 2021
The musical and spiritual community of the North Coast has
lost a dear friend. Bob Sabo lived
in Ashtabula most of his life, a
graduate of Harbor High. He was
an amazing drummer, playing
with many bands throughout
his life. His journey took him
from rock to swing to country to
alternative and world beats. He
most recently was a member of
the Non-Trio, and was the master
drum circle host throughout the
region.

I knew Bob for over twenty
years, but honestly can’t remember where I first met him. He
came to my solo gigs, sat quietly
at a two-top eating dinner, and
many times stayed til the bitter
end. He came to my jam sessions
faithfully. He worked with us at
the Voice for awhile, delivering magazines, and helped out whenever needed. Bob was
just a kind, gentle soul, a steady rock you could count on.
Bob started out playing with rock bands and was with saxophonist Mike Zezzo in two
different bands, Looking Good and Sax Appeal. Zezzo recalled: “He was a good drummer and a good guy. We played four and five nights a week with Looking Good and the
band was extremely popular in the area, including Conneaut Lake Park in Pennsylvania.” He earned the nickname “Bobby the Clock” - no higher praise for a drummer.
Bob’s shoes will be hard to fill when it comes to leading a drum circle. He was a calming, uniting force who loved percussion and people. He facilitated drum circles all over
the area, from Earth’s Natural Treasures and Crystal Goddess in Geneva to Ashtabula
Wellness Center, from Starfish and Coffee in Painesville and Jennifer and Company in
Mentor to Shanti Yoga Love in Jefferson, and beyond into Pennsylvania. He also presided over a “sober drum circle” at The Starwood Festival, a seven-day Neo-pagan, New
Age multi-cultural and world music festival, held every July in Pomeroy, Ohio.
Bob had many friends from all walks of life. He was an active member of Alcoholics
Anonymous for many years although I never remember seeing him take a drink. His
friend Nancy Mitchell enlightened him to the joys of camping, and he loved and respected nature. He didn’t talk much about himself, and his life was somewhat of a mystery.
But he left a mark on many with his steady beat and gentle ways. As a friend said on
Bob’s Facebook page, “I know he is feeling all this love, and realizing just how loved he
really is...maybe for the first time.”
Bob’s band mate John Stoker put it this way: “Bob’s self-effacement could fool people.
He was an extraordinary drummer whose relationship to percussion was mystical and intuitive. He gave a drum circle its heartbeat. Bob was also a seeker who studied voodoo,
paganism, the Bible, and the Koran. His pursuits were less fervent than the guy’s in the
old Who song, but I hope he got what he was after.”
A graveside service and memorial drum circle at Walnut Beach are being planned to
celebrate Bob’s life. They will be held this summer and are being organized by his dear
friend Nancy. Plans are still in the works but the tentative date for the drum circle is
Saturday, August 7th at 7pm. Further details to come.
“Rest in peace, friend. May shedding your body be akin to taking off a tight shoe that
you’ve been wearing a long time, and may the collective drumbeat of our hearts guide
you on your new path.”
~By Cat Lilly & Friends
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EATING OUT
Can you find the hidden
words?
They may be
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horizontal, vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards

AL FRESCO,
BANQUET,
BARBECUE, BARS,
BISTRO,
BRASSERIE,
BREAKFAST,
BUFFET, CAFE,
CAMPFIRE,
CANTEEN, CLUB,
COFFEE HOUSE,
COLLATION,
DINER, DINNER,
DRINK,
EATING HOUSE,
FEAST, FOOD,
GRILL, HOTEL,
LUNCH, MEAL,
MOTEL, PICNIC,
PUBS, REPAST,
RESTAURANT,
ROTISSERIE,
SANDWICH,
SNACK,
SUPPER,
TAVERN,
TEA SHOP.

)9 ÿ*ÿ+'ÿÿ'' ÿ&'6,ÿ-*ÿ9*ÿ.ÿ& 9/ÿ
0&9/ÿ'9  9/ÿ+&9&'6ÿ&ÿ.919&'6ÿ

23ÿ4586)/
ÿ7289:8/ÿ72578):8/
7256/
ÿ7;6-5/
ÿ7526685
North Coast Voice Magazine | northcoastvoice.com
• (440)
415-0999
| Aprilÿ
7 - May
5, 2021
13

North Coast Voice

TOM TODD

THE AMAZING
ONE-MAN-BAND

V
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NOTES FROM TOM TODD

What I Did Learned
Last Summer
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Plexiglas!

I learned that I had lots of
time for yardwork and now my
lawn has never looked so good!

I learned that, during “shut
down” times, my wife and my TV
remote are my two best friends!
I learned that there are LOTS
of buttons on my remote, that I
didn’t even know existed until
this year.
I learned not to ‘push my
wife’s buttons’ if I know
what’s good for me!

I learned that now, thanks
to everyone wearing masks, I
have an excuse when I don’t
recognize someone. Previously
I just had to admit I was an
idiot.
I’ve learned a video call is
not as good as visiting your
grandkids in person.

1. Catch sight of
5. Partially opened flower
8. Cut away
12. Make reference to
13. Solitary
14. Livid
16. Strike back
18. Fling
19. Frozen water
20. Interior
22. Single
23. For each
24. Customary observance or
practice
25. Bearing
28. Ardent follower and admirer
29. Illuminated with natural light
31. In addition
34. Strong wind
37. Mother-of-pearl
39. Couple
40. Small vegetable
41. Supplication
42. Type of duck
44. Ego
46. Oracle
47. Provide with plenty of food
or drink
49. Consumed
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I learned that everyone has
an opinion! Some seem wacky,
some (like yours) are the most
brilliant and sensible ideas
ever thunk! I also think the
brilliant ideas can still be
scrutinized, and the wacky ones
may have their grains of truth.
I learned that sometimes you
don’t appreciate what you have
until it’s taken away from
you, i.e. restaurants, movies,
family get-togethers, playing
at music gigs, etc. But I think
things are looking better for
next summer, and I can’t wait
to start doing NORMAL stuff
again!
Anyway, I hope you enjoyed my
slightly updated 4th grade
homework assignment. Now it’s
back to practicing for my music
gigs. I learned that if I don’t
practice, I really start to
forget the words and chords
of my songs. Yikes! Better
get back at it! Stay well,
everyone!

51. Osseous tissue
52. Unit of length
54. Health spring
57. Fuss
59. Psychological state
61. Spoil
62. Behemoth
65. Include in scope
67. Mistake
68. Stupefy
69. Singing voice
70. Miniature whirlpool
71. Pitch
72. Scale drawing
Down
1. Security certificate
2. Fragment
3. Musteline mammal
4. Beverage
5. Brag
6. Undo
7. Notable achievement
8. Possesses
9. Small snake
10. Historical record
11. Acute
13. Protective covering
15. Indicating maiden name
17. Former currency of Italy
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I learned that this year,
because of Covid, I wouldn’t
be taking a vacation to Fiji.
Normally I do not because I’m
too poor.

21. Large flightless bird
26. Tavern
27. Pass by
28. Be earlier in time
29. Impression used to
authenticate a document
30. Large woody plant
31. Caricature
32. Den
33. Piece of furniture
35. Part of a church
36. The sheltered side
38. Sense organ
43. Operated
45. Bird of prey
48. Allow
50. Swarm
52. Large tropical ray
53. Become liable to
54. Limited in size or scope
55. Shaped and dried dough
56. Incendiarism
57. Historic period
58. Desperate
60. Remainder
63. Gesture
64. Attempt
66. Spoon food
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The Most Fun Radio on Radio
with The Most Fun Music!

Complete Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
It’s Never Too Late
To Have a Great Smile!

Preventative Services: Hygiene Therapy
Periodontal Screenings & Maintenance | Oral Cancer Screening
Technology: CEREC – One visit crowns
Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns and Veneers | Implants | Teeth Whitening
Other Procedures: Root Canal Therapy | Dentures | Tooth Colored Fillings
Extractions | Infections | Trauma | Denture Repairs

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook,
log onto magic1025.com for a link to both!

www.magic1025.com
Your FM Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers!

Financing:
We accept Cash, Check, Visa, MasterCard, and Discover
Financing available through third party options such as Care Credit

Fortney Dental Group
299 South Broadway • Geneva, OH 44041

440-466-2721

Hours by appointment including evenings & Saturdays • Serving Ashtabula, Lake and Geauga Counties

www.fortneydental.com

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME
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